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“Alphabet of Solidarity” is primarily addressed to young readers who do not remember those events and usually know little about the history of Solidarity
We want to explain to them why we – witnesses of that time – insist that this history
is still alive, that it is so very important not only for us, but also for young Poles Because,
surely, the history of Solidarity is fascinating and inspiring today too It contains a positive narrative about Poland and Poles
Each generation gradually grows to respect its ancestors Because, without knowing who preceded us in the generational relay, we cannot understand ourselves Even
if, as is the right of youth, we are ridiculing tradition, demonstrating that it means nothing to us – there comes a time when we find ourselves lacking this knowledge And we
need it like we need oxygen
The history of Solidarity not only inspires, but also enables us to respect our ancestors and our nation It lets us believe in the sense of fighting for an independent
state, in the sense of patriotism, civil courage, altruism, love of our fellow man and the
clearly understood pluralism and tolerance Such heritage is included in the tradition
of Solidarity
In order to talk about this, we selected a form that is easier to take in than a scientific
book, with hope that it will also be read by those who usually stay away from scientific
works Hence, the idea of the “Alphabet of Solidarity” format with short encyclopaedic
entries The book contains an alphabetical collection of names, concepts, slogans, and
surnames, which constitute a specific, synthetic guide through the history of the Solidarity Carnival of 1980–1981 The texts are not scientific Rather, they are testimonies of
the authors, who, usually as an op-ed, describe the phenomena of the freedom revolution employing a variety of styles and conventions The authors who accepted our invitation to participate in this project are a varied and pluralistic group, just like Solidarity
However, what they all have in common is the belief that we are all both debtors and
heirs of Solidarity, and that it is a story worth telling
The purpose of the “Alphabet of Solidarity” is to showcase the brighter side of our
history, which still inspires people with the positive energy of that time, because…
“There is no freedom without Solidarity”

Krzysztof Nowak
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Academic Chaplaincy
These centres of independent thought in the PRL [People’s Republic of Poland] with
their charismatic – as we would say circa 2020 – priests, even have their own place in
the literature.
In 1956, Ignacy Borejko, a student of classical philosophy, was making his way to
the Poznań Dominican convent. This hero of the family series “Jeżycjada” by Małgo
rzata Musierowicz – sister of Stanisław Barańczak, who also cooperated, meaning “plot
ted” (a lovely verb describing all manner of underground activities) with the Domini
can Order – follows in the footsteps of his female colleagues, who borrowed books
which they could not find in other libraries from the fathers. During martial law, Ignacy
Borejko will be interred and the Dominicans will provide aid, consolation, and support.
Another Poznań writer, Małgorzata Klunder – a student during martial law and a con
spirator, author of a novel series about the Niziołek family – associates herself with the
Dominican chaplaincy.
In Gdańsk, as early as at the beginning of the 1970s, immediately after the Decem
ber ’70 tragedy, Ludwik Wiśniewski OP – to some extent, the godfather of the Young
Poland Movement, who emerged from the chaplaincy – developed his activity. Work
ing in Poznań was Fra. Honoriusz Kowalczyk, in Warsaw, Fra. Jacek Salij, and in Krakow,
Fra. Andrzej Kłoczowski – all Dominicans.
The Krakow chaplaincy was very welldeveloped from the times of Fr. Karol Wojtyła
[Pope John Paul II (1978–2005)]. In Warsaw, regular student meetings took place at Pri
mate Stefan Wyszyński’s residence – their participants still remember the platefuls of
doughnuts and books they received when they were leaving. Youths also found sup
port in smaller academic centres, without such established traditions provided by wise
and patriotic priests, although they weren’t many.
When students returned to university after their summer holidays in October 1980,
thanks to the victory of Solidarity, intellectual and organisational life started. Young
people from academic chaplaincies didn’t have to meet and recognise each other only
at the Independent Students’ Association. They were already a community indepen
dent of the communists before a student organisation was set up.

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska
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Active Rolling Strike

B
C

This form of strike was applied during protests of education and upbringing union
activists in the Lubelskie Region in the autumn of 1981. That was a strike that gradually
expanded as decisions to join were being made by individual education and upbring
ing facilities.
Appropriate procedures for the strike were established: 1) regular, scheduled classes
in the main subject were being conducted; 2) in place of: civil defence training, life in
a socialist family, practical and technical classes, physical education – special classes
were held, determined by the school in order to fill in “white spots” in the curriculum;
3) during the strike, the entire educational and upbringing process at the school was
the responsibility of the relevant School Strike Committee (Komitet Strajkowy Szkoły,
KSS); 4) a strike at a given facility could be announced by a decision of the Enterprise
Commission in consultation with the Regional Board; 5) after the announcement of
strike readiness, the Enterprise Commission selected the Strike Committee, its chair,
and plenipotentiary for education and upbringing; 6) the KSS designated strike ser
vices: order, firstaid, communication, and strike; 7) the strike should be announced
during classes and in a solemn setting – in order to inform all pupils and teachers;
8) upon commencement of the strike, the KSS made decisions on education and up
bringing issues (responsibility for the material base was borne by the administration
of the school); 9) school youths could stay at the school during the period usually in
tended for classes, but not longer than until 6:00 p.m.; 10) the strike did not include
kindergartens, special schools, or schools with few staff – in such a case, the protest was
limited to flying flags, banners, hanging posters; 11) the strike could be cancelled only
by the Central and Eastern Regional Board.
The spokesperson of the Regional Board was authorised for media relations. In this
way, Education Solidarity members exercised their inviolable right to protest and fight
for worker rights without infringing on the right of children and youths to receive an
education.

Paweł Janowski
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Actors
Actors were a very visible group in the PRL. Alongside a few sportsmen, a dozen
or so writers, artists, and scientists, actors were the only ones whose names and faces
were widely known. For many of them, their faces were their most important assets.
Several dozen of them enjoyed huge popularity. Some even made a good living. Im
portantly, a few earned much better than other professions. The Soviet and East Ger
many movie industries paid particularly well. The domestic movie industry provided
some opportunities.
The public identified itself with movie characters. Naturally, the audience assigned
the characteristics of their favourite heroes to the actors playing them. Actors were
therefore genuinely liked and valued. They represented us. When one of the actors
hit an unpopular son of a hated politician in the face, he became a national hero
immediately.
For the authorities, every popular and widely liked person was a real morsel. They
could be used as stars of 1 May marches, recipients of honours and medals. They could
sing, dance, recite, and grace the anniversaries of revolutions, the liberation, and even
anniversaries of the creation of the PRL with their presence. Actors were most often
aware of the difficulty of their position. Most managed to avoid engaging in open party
and systemic propaganda.
On a completely different note – the outstanding actress Halina Mikołajska became
a member of the Workers’ Defence Committee (Komitet Obrony Robotników, KOR), and
Maciej Rayzacher, another young actor, actively cooperated with KOR. For this, they
were made examples of by the authorities, most importantly, they couldn’t work in
their profession. Theatres were all stateowned, as was movie production, radio, and
television. Involvement with the opposition meant that an actor’s or actress’s career
was over.
Then the shock of August ’80 hit. The previous intelligentsiaworker division ceased
to exist. Actors from the Teatr Wybrzeże [Coast Theatre] immediately appeared at the
Gdańsk Shipyard to support the strikers. Thereafter, the actors supported Solidarity
en masse. Over the dozen or so months of the legal existence of the Union, theatre
stars worked themselves sick to reach the broadest possible audience with texts of the
newest Noble Prize winner, Czesław Miłosz, as well as Zbigniew Herbert. Theatres per
formed plays by emigration playwrights, including opposition writers banned in their
own countries: Czechs, Russians, Slovaks. Sławomir Mrożek wrote the great “Pieszo”
[On Foot]. There were even attempts to stage Stefan Żeromski’s “Róża” [Rose]. Censor
ship eased to the extent that theatres even staged plays about the January Uprising.
Earlier, the uprising was deemed “antiSoviet”.
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A
Solidarity released tremendous energy in people. It made it possible to carry out
crazy, impossible projects. In Katowice, two students at the Radio and Television De
partment of the University of Silesia – Adam Gessler and Mirosław Kin – decided to
stage the two most famous Polish romantic dramas – “Dziady” and “Kordian” – in a sin
gle evening. They decided to do it in the largest festival hall in the country – the Spodek
arena in Katowice. They convinced the Silesian Solidarity of the idea, convinced the
actors, including Kalina Jędrusik, Daniel Olbrychski, Krzysztof Chamiec, Jan Świderski,
Wirgiliusz Gryń, and Bogusz Bilewski. And they staged a theatrical marathon entitled
“A Romantic Tragedy” (Romantyczna Tragedia). The eight performances in the largest
hall in the country were seen by over 50,000 people. All of this happened in July 1981.
For the Polish theatre, it was an event comparable to the Moon Landing. Never be
fore, nor at any time thereafter, had anyone even dreamed of doing something with so
much panache.
Five months later, Jaruzelski introduced martial law. The vast majority of actors re
sponded with a boycott of the RadioCommittee media. At the end of 1982, their ab
sence on television and radio was a constant reminder of the victims, of the thousands
of political prisoners. The spontaneous actors’ boycott was a very important testament
at the time. It turned out that absence can be the most noticeable form of an actor’s
presence.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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AE – Anti-Socialist Element
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A button (?), pin (?), badge (?) with this abbreviation and writing appeared in reaction
to the attacks by the Moscow “Pravda” newspaper and our own domestic propagan
da accusing Solidarity of getting political and of harbouring “antisocialist elements”
(EA – element antysocjalistyczny). As is often the case with suggestive epithets, they
are easy to weaponise into ridicule. We saw a similar phenomenon on the occasion
of some KOD (Komitet Obrony Demokracji [Committee for the Defence of Democracy])
protests [since 2015] that took over Jarosław Kaczyński’s insults levelled against them,
like the one about the “bad sort”. And during the Carnival, AE was accompanied by
CC – “crawling counterrevolutionary” (PK – pełzający kontrrewolucjonista), although it
seemed less prevalent.
Where would you buy the pins? I think it was easiest to get them at the entrance to
the University. Yeah, after all, that time was also a celebration of badges and identifying
symbols. Euphoric, people wanted to reiterate their choice, to declare their participa
tion in the transformation, to share their joy of being part of a community. In 1978,
when Karol Wojtyła was elected pope, crosses and medallions started peeking out
from behind blouses and shirts. After the victory of the August strike and the explo
sion of Solidarity, pins with its symbol appeared on many sweaters and jackets. Little
crowned eagles started appearing on lapels.
However, there were many other badges and pins available. The collection was
soon expanded with a strong black and white NZS (Niezależne Zrzeszenie Studentów
[Independent Students’ Association]) logo, a badge with the three crosses of Gdańsk, and
the inscription: December ’70. Someone was carrying around the slogan: “Free political
prisoners”.
Some people with badges all over their clothes, much more than sports stars of
today have sponsor logos on their uniforms. I think I looked quite modest in this crowd,
although expressive. I wore a leather string with a big Taizé cross stylised as a dove,
and – as the president of the department commission – I also wore an NZS pin on my
sweater.

T

Andrzej Horubała
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Agricultural Solidarity NSZZ
of Individual Farmers “Solidarity”
The farmers’ fight to have its own union took almost a year longer than the fight for
the workers’ Solidarity. The August Agreements were signed on 31 August 1980. NSZZ
“Solidarity” was registered on 10 November 1980, while NSZZ of Individual Farmers
“Solidarity” was registered on 12 May 1981. Although, in the August Agreements, the
PRL authorities agreed to have “longterm prospects for familyoperated holdings” and
to the “rebirth of rural selfgovernment”, the ability to register a farmer’s trade union
was omitted. It’s no wonder that, from October 1980 to February 1981, the Voivodeship
Court, Supreme Court, and representatives of the government and political bureau of
the PZPR [Polish United Workers’ Party] refused to register the farmers’ union time and
time again (29 OCT, 6 DEC, 30 DEC, 30 JAN, 5 FEB, 10 FEB). Due to the of “lack of legal
bases”, the applications of Farmers’ NSZZ [NSZZ Rolników], Rural Solidarity [Solidarność
Wiejska], Peasant Solidarity [Solidarność Chłopska] from Bydgoszcz, Peasant Trade Union
of the Dobrzyńska Land and Kujawy [Chłopski Związek Zawodowy Ziemi Dobrzyńskiej
i Kujaw], and the Peasants’ Independent Trade Union [Chłopski Niezależny Związek Zawodowy] from Wałbrzych were all dismissed.
Therefore, on 29 December 1980, farmers started their struggle for the right to have
their own trade union, starting a sitin strike in the little town of Ustrzyki Dolne, in the
conference room of the City and Gmina Office. After a few days, another sitin strike
(2 January 1981) started in the building of the Voivodeship Trade Union Council build
ing in Rzeszów.
The key objectives of the strikers were: the right to an independent trade union
representation for farmers, and constitutional guarantees for private, family holdings,
i.e. for private land ownership. The NSZZ “Solidarity” National Agreement Commission
(Krajowa Komisja Porozumiewawcza NSZZ “Solidarność”) gave its support (7–8 Janu
ary) to the striking farmers, calling (20 January) its members to support, also through
strikes, farmers’ protests. The Main Council of the Polish Episcopate also deemed (10
February) the right of farmers to freely associate as a “natural right”. Talks held on 16–18
February in Rzeszów and on 20 February 1981 in Ustrzyki finally ended with an agree
ment. After 40 days and after the initial clear disregard of farmers’ strikes, the socalled
RzeszówUstrzyki Agreement was signed by the authorities. The preamble states that
the Trade Union of Individual Farmers is a party to the agreement (which gave hope
for registration) and acknowledges that there is “a purpose in strengthening the invi
olability of farmers’ property”. But the battle for Agricultural Solidarity did not end in
February 1981. In the same month, the President of the United People’s Party (Zjed
noczone Stronnictwo Ludowe, ZSL), Stanisław Gucwa, challenged the sense of creating
7
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a Farmers’ Solidarity, and Bolesław Strużek (ZSL) urged the establishment of a farmers’
selfgovernment. In response, the Peasants’ Solidarity, Rural Solidarity, and Agricultural
Solidarity community entered into an agreement in Poznań (8–9 March 1981) and ad
opted the statute and name of a new organisation: NSZZ of Individual Farmers “Soli
darity”. When the authorities proposed to allow Farmer Clubs and Organisations to be
union representatives of farmers in March 1981, the latter responded by having another
sitin strike in the Voivodeship ZSL Committee headquarters in Bydgoszcz. Three days
later, on 19 March, the socalled Bydgoszcz provocation took place during a session of
the Voivodeship National Council. The protest joined activists of the NSZZ “Solidarity”
Regional Board and the leaders of the Agricultural Solidarity. Protection services then
“collectively” beat up the leaders of both of those communities: Mariusz Łabentowicz,
Jan Rulewski, and Michał Bartoszcze.
A decision was made at the NSZZ “Solidarity” (24 March) about a 4hour national
warning strike. The strike (27 March) was a success, and the PRL authorities faced the
threat of another national workers’ Solidarity strike planned for 31 March. Finally, an
other agreement was signed (17 April), which removed the legal barriers, and on 12
May 1981, the NSZZ RI “Solidarity” was registered.
Why did it take five months from the beginning of the sitin strike in Ustrzyki to
registration of the Union? Why was it almost a year since the August Agreements? Ap
parently, the PRL authorities still remembered the strength of the people’s movement
of 1946–1947, as well as the disaster that was collectivisation in the 1950s. Today, we
know that the fear of the PRL authorities of having another union representation of the
Polish people registered was fully justified. This is because it began the process of the
PZPR losing its monopoly on power, which was the beginning of the end of the PRL.

Barbara Fedyszak-Radziejowska
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AK Vets in Solidarity
Even at the very inception of the big three opposition organisations – the Commit
tee for Social SelfDefense (Komitet Samoobrony Społecznej, KSS) “KOR”, the Move
ment for the Defence of Human and Civic Rights (Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Oby
watela, ROPCiO), and the Young Poland Movement (Ruch Młodej Polski) – in the mid
1970s, a huge role was played by people who were active in the Home Army (Armia
Krajowa, AK) and other wartime underground organisations. In KOR [Workers’ Defence
Committee] and then in KSS “KOR”, these were Antoni Pajdak and Jan Józef Lipski, both
active operatives of the Home Army. The mentor of the Young Poland Movement was
Wiesław Chrzanowski, a soldier of the National Military Organization (Narodowa Orga
nizacja Wojskowa, NOW) who took part in the Warsaw Uprising. The main actor in the
Polish Independence Association who was also involved with KOR was Jan Olszewski,
a member of the Grey Ranks involved in attempts to trigger the Warsaw Uprising on
the right bank of the Vistula River. From the AK generation in the Movement for the De
fence of Human and Civic Rights, Stefan Kaczorowski – president of the underground
social management of the Labour Faction (Stronnictwo Pracy, SP) and later a member
of the Conspiratorial National Unity Council (Konspiracyjna Rada Jedności Narodowej)
and a soldier of the “Krybar” Battle Group during the Warsaw Uprising in the Powiśle
district – was starting to become more and more prominent.
When the Solidarity movement exploded, tens of thousands of AK, National Armed
Forces, and postwar “Freedom and Independence” Association (Zrzeszenie “Wolność
i Niezawisłość”) veterans were still in their 60s and remained relatively active. Typically,
they were not the main initiators of the new movement, but they immediately support
ed the new solidarity revolution. Wiesław Chrzanowski drafted the Solidarity Statute,
Jan Olszewski was the legal advisor for the Union. Andrzej Wielowieyski, another AK
soldier, was a member of the Expert Commission at the Presidium of the InterEnter
prise Strike Committee during the strikes in August 1980. In 1981, he was appointed as
the head of an NSZZ “Solidarity” team of experts grouped under the Centre for Social
and Professional Work (Ośrodek Prac SpołecznoZawodowych). However, the circles
of AK vets formed veteran associations within Solidarity. The Union Regions were the
backbone of the first groups, where the nationalist underground and postwar cursed
soldiers, pushed to the margins of society, met.
The atmosphere of those times surrounding veterans of the Polish underground is
evidenced by a moving account. Issue 35 of the “Solidarity Weekly” (Tygodnik Solidar
ność) of 20 November contains an important letter of former AK soldier Henryk Żuk
from Warsaw. He writes about how he celebrated the anniversary of 11 November 1981
by joining the anniversary demonstration. “I painted a banner with the inscription ‘AK’
and I took it to the St. John Cathedral (…). The march started with numerous scouts
9
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at the head. We were behind them. And surprise, surprise, at the sight of our banner,
the silent crowds gathered at the sides of Krakowskie Przedmieście street erupted in
applause and yells of ‘Bravo, finally’, ‘Long live the Home Army’. Many removed their
hats, extended their arms towards us, some would run out onto the road cheering the
AK soldiers. And so it went for the entire march. (…) I was choked up with emotion. I’m
not much for crying, but I had tears in my eyes. After so many years of besmirching our
past, our often tragic struggle, after so many years of falsifying history, distorting the
facts, the regime failed to erase the Home Army from the memories and sympathies of
Varsovians. For me and my colleagues, it was a great reward, that was a great and most
beautiful day since the end of the war”.
The quote is long, but it’s a reminder of one thing. For those people, fighting for
Poland in 1939–1945, who were at the time (1980–1981) living out the last of their days,
the Solidarity carnival was a triumph of freedom, which they did not get in May 1945.
A separate topic is the role of AK vets in the underground activities after 13 December.
Many people working with the underground recall with gratitude the 70 or 80year
old exAK soldiers who served, through their experiences from the times of German
occupation, setting up hiding places and teaching the young ones how to operate in
secrecy. Their knowledge was invaluable at that time.

L
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All Screenings Sold Out
This title first appeared in 1977 after the premiere of “Man of Marble” (Człowiek
z marmuru). The cinema repertoire published in Warsaw’s daily newspapers “Ekspres
Wieczorny” [Evening Express] and “Życie Warszawy” [Warsaw Life] used it to designate
cinemas where Wajda’s movie was screened. The film was first allowed to be screened
in the Wars cinema and then later at two additional venues. However, there was a ban
against its title appearing in the press.
In November 1980, after the victorious strike in August, a documentary by Andrzej
Chodakowski and Andrzej Zajączkowski, “Robotnicy ’80” [Workers of ’80], also pre
miered. As a record of the August strikes, it was never officially allowed in cinemas by
the censorship. It was allowed only for internal use by NSZZ “Solidarity”, as if it was
some kind of internal bulletin. The film was to be screened for members of Solidarity
during closed events at cinemas rented by the union. Because Solidarity had 10 million
members, the film was screened for all of them. Additionally, the movie was also seen
by most Poles, even those who were not members.
In order to maintain the real “new tradition” created by the censorship, the Teatr
Powszechny [Universal Theatre] titled its latest premiere “All Shows Sold Out” (Wszyst
kie spektakle zarezerwowane). Of course, the show was sold out right up until Jaruzel
ski introduced martial law.
No, it’s not a mistake – a black and white documentary was seen by millions of peo
ple in cinemas. In theatres, people were standing up and listening to contemporary
poetry. Yes, it was another world, one unimaginable today.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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Artists and Solidarity
I’ve been mulling over the topic of “Artists and Solidarity” in my head since August
1980. In light of those events, I decided to reactivate the Pod Egidą satirical cabaret,
closed down in 1978, to articulate what was on all of our minds in our usual way –
with jokes and songs. I called around the large group of colleagues I performed with
in the 1970s and got a team together. A lot of people refused, not hiding the fact that
they were afraid of any trouble. With those who appreciated the scale of the strike, we
staged a premiere in a little room at the MDM hotel on 25 August, five days before the
August Agreements were signed. It was a revolutionary event for Warsaw that was tak
en over by the Communist “elites”. For the first time without approval of the censorship,
and not knowing how the Solidarity strike would end, we spoke of things no one be
tween the Elbe and Vladivostok had ever heard of. Society was divided. The impressive
number of 10 million members of Solidarity only reached the media after some time.
The scale of the rebellion made a huge impression around the world, but we need to
remember that 20 million adult citizens preferred not to go against real socialism. Only
martial law forced a radicalisation of opinions. The boycott of regime television by part
of the acting community was important support for inviolable attitudes, as well as an
example for other artistic communities. It can be said that at that time, these artists “put
in” spectacular work for Solidarity. For eight years (1982–1989), the communists spared
no effort to demolish Solidarity in organisational terms, comprise it ideologically and
morally – prison, internments, oneway passports, terrorising priests, leaving people
destitute… and various other methods of bullying and humiliating Poles, who wanted
freedom. And on the other hand – the second circulation, i.e. the underground press,
cassettes with prohibited songs, illegal cabarets, concerts in private houses, home the
atre… disproportionately low funds and possibilities to keep alive the spirit of courage
that appeared at the Gdańsk Shipyard gate in August 1980. It appeared, answering the
call of St. John Paul II. It appeared, to change the face of this land, and took the name:
Solidarity. It brought back the remembrance of heroes, legends of great victories, pride,
and dignity of a fierce nation… a nation that “could not be broken”, as said by POTUS at
the Warsaw Uprising Monument. Regaining independence is a fact of great historical
importance. It was done by Poles of all walks of life, social strata, positions, and class
es… some artists also had the luck and honour of taking part in this victory.

Jan Pietrzak
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Attack of 13 May

B
C

After the news broke about the shots fired by the Turk, Ali Ağca, Poland stood still in
shock. Churches in Warsaw, Krakow, and hundreds of thousands of towns and villages
filled with the faithful, who would spend day and night begging God to save the great
est of the Poles. An unspoken part of this fear was that it could have been the Kremlin
that decided to deal with John Paul II before invading Poland. The Pope’s picture on the
shipyard gate was enough to show the degree to which the pontifex from Krakow was
considered a shield against Citizens’ Militia (MO) attacks on the protesters. In 1981, Pri
mate Stefan Wyszyński was haunted by fears that Moscow could be willing to murder
John Paul II. “Shots fired at His Holiness in St. Peter’s Square. I was afraid something like
this would happen” – this was the reaction of the Polish interrex when he learned about
the attack. When writing about how he felt in those days, Father Jan Góra, said: “That
assassination attempt had something diabolical about it”.
The attack resulted in people all over Poland praying for the Pope’s return to health.
The biggest protest against the attempt was the “White March” in Krakow on 17 May
1981, with approximately 500,000 people participating. Hanna Marcak, an NZS activist
from the Agricultural Academy, explained the ideas behind the gatherings in the TV
programme “Kronika Krakowska” [Krakow Chronicle]: “A White March would be held.
Why white? – White is our screams, our protest against the darkness that envelopes
the world (…), and white clothes, white flags, and flowers are symbols that need no
other embellishment. Let us not put words on the flags and banners, let’s not take any
signs or slogans. Let silence, composure, and thoughtfulness be our weapons”. This
asceticism of the White March would leave the biggest impression during the Krakow
gathering. Here was a silent protest by 500,000 people against the attack on His Holi
ness, but also an anticipation of the concerns about the use of force to crush Solidarity
in the future.
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Attack on the Pope
and the Primate’s Funeral
These two events will forevermore be entwined in Polish history. Our joyful and, at
times, careless festival of freedom and solidarity, what we today we call the “Carnival”,
was brutally interrupted on 13 May 1981 by an assassination attempt on His Holiness
John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square by the thenunknown Turkish terrorist and thug, Ali
Ağca.
“I was always afraid of this”, said Primate Wyszyński, who was at that time very sick
himself, when he received the news two days after receiving a visit from the Pope’s
private secretary, Fr. Stanisław Dziwisz. People were praying for the primate’s health
in churches all over Poland – and then they added prayers for the Pope. The Primate
made a moving plea for all the prayers for him be directed to “the Holy Mother of Christ
begging for the Pope to return to health and full strength”. The plea was relayed using
a cassette player on the 14th in the Warsaw Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John, and
then in the afternoon at Plac Zamkowy during the mass for John Paul II.
The essence of this event was beyond anyone’s reckoning, or at least that seemed
to be the case at the time – and this was brutally verified by the events of subsequent
years, the most significant of which was the murder of Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko. Bells
sounded from every church and Holy Mass was celebrated all over the country. Nobody
knew what to say or what to write, the only certain thing in everybody’s minds was
that they needed to pray. In this overwhelming stupor, not many speculations were
thrown around save one, obvious given our situation, that the Soviet intelligence ser
vices had something to do with it. No one really believed the official reports about the
Grey Wolves, a previously unknown terrorist organisation from which the lone assassin
hailed.
The biggest shock was experienced in Krakow, where John Paul II was not only “our
pope”, but until recently “our bishop”, who used to officiate their baptisms, confirma
tions, weddings, and funerals. On 17 May several hundred thousand young people
marched through the city, which initiated the White March. Even the infamous “Dzien
nik Telewizyjny” [Evening News] – commonly referred to as DDL (Daily Dose of Lies) [CPK
– Codzienna Porcja Kłamstw] – showed the White March and provided daily updates
from the Gemelli Clinic in Rome, where the Pope was slowly recuperating.
Meanwhile, the Warsaw Bishops’ Palace (Pałac Biskupów Warszawskich) sent ever
more dramatic news about the health of Primate Wyszyński, who was nearing the end
of his life. His last chaplain, Fr. Bronisław Piasecki, kept a record of those days: “Fr. Dzi
wisz called on 24 May from the Gemelli Clinic to let the Pope talk to the dying Primate
– unfortunately the phone cable was too short to reach the bed. So, the necessary
14
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modifications were made and on the next day, the 25th, those two great Poles, fathers
of the nation, both in a serious condition, were able to talk – both knowing full well that
it was the last time. And to give each other their blessings”.
Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński died on 28 May, in the morning of Ascension Day. His
funeral was held on Sunday 31 May. John Paul II listened to the transmission from his
hospital bed, although he had also written a funeral homily, which was read by Cardinal
Franciszek Macharski. Someone placed a sash with the inscription “in memory of the
uncrowned King of Poland” (niekoronowanemu królowi Polski) on top of the casket.
Many of us were worried because Solidarity had lost a spiritual guardian, teacher, pro
tector, and defender.
The funeral was fit for a king: at Plac Zwycięstwa [Victory Square], at the foot of the
same cross where two years earlier, on 2 June 1979, John Paul II had celebrated a his
toric and unforgettable Holy Mass. The Primate wrote of that day: “Poland’s great days
are upon us”. Let’s not forget that only a year had passed since those events, and Poles
were already building Solidarity. The funeral ceremony was broadcast live by radio and
television, meaning without censor interference. That was a whole new standard for
social life. This was the Poland of Solidarity.

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
W
X
Y

15

Z

A

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
W
X
Y
Z

Battle for the Education
Superintendent in Lublin
The case was examined by the court in the autumn of 1981. Education Solidarity
had been developing actively throughout 1980 and in the first months of the following
year. It was comprised of around 310,000 members in 1,136 enterprise organisations.
Autumn 1981 had arrived – 2 September, on the motion of the Intervention Commis
sion of the Education and Upbringing Section (Komisja Interwencyjna Sekcji Oświaty
i Wychowania Zarząd Regionu ŚrodkowoWschodniego), the Management of the Cen
tralEastern Region passed a vote of no confidence against the Education Superinten
dent of the Lublin District, Eugeniusz Korolczuk. He was accused of mismanagement of
funds, continuous and unjustified changes in managerial positions, favouritism, lack of
adequate care for children with special needs, unfair policies towards teachers in the
appointment of duties and rewards, and defence of compromised school leaders. The
letter was received by the Minister of Education and Upbringing, Bolesław Faron and,
of course, the Lubelskie Voivode, Eugeniusz Grabiec, also knew about it. It was also
communicated to all members of Solidarity. The authorities were silent. Days past. On
17 September, a new letter was sent to Warsaw with a proposal to meet in one of the
Lublin factories. A poster campaign was also organised – information was distributed
throughout Lublin. There was no reaction from the authorities.
Finally, 28 September arrived and Korolczuk tendered his resignation. He informed
the directors about it in a closed meeting. Rumour had it that the post of Education Su
perintendent was to be taken over by Kazimierz Jagwodzik, ZNP [Polish Teachers’ Union]
District President, and a physics teacher at the 9th General high school in Lublin. That
wasn’t consulted with Solidarity at all, which caused widespread indignation. Protests
were held not only by teachers, but also by other Union activists. The authorities were
unflinching and appointed Jagwodzik to the post on 30 September. However, the tug
ofwar continued. On 7 October, a meeting of 134 representatives of the enterprise
commissions at schools and educational institutions was held at the Railway Worker
Culture Centre in Lublin. A letter was sent to the Minister of Education and Upbringing.
Two days later, the teachers’ demands were supported by the Regional Board Presidi
um. A list of 20 demands was approved, which 40 days later became the leading motive
for the strike of teachers in the Lublin region. In fact, this was the sum of proposals that
had been discussed in smaller assemblies since the autumn of the previous year. There
was a slogan – “We’re Solid in Saving Education” (Solidarnie ratujemy oświatę). The 20
demands can be summarised as follows: socialising education and upbringing, teach
ing the true version of history, improving the material conditions of teachers, and reor
ganising teaching and upbringing. A few days later, on 24–25 October, the 2nd General
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Meeting of Delegates of the Education and Upbringing Section took place – 222 dele
gates represented approx. 12,000 employees. A threat of strike was looming. Solidarity
demanded that the Education Superintendent be removed from the ZNP. Tensions in
creased, the parties to the dispute exchanged letters. Minister Faron received warnings.
He responded late – two days after the strike, on 19 November.
A communist general (!), Zygmunt Huszcza, Deputy Minister of Education, came to
Lublin and immediately mobilised the ZNP to have an official protest and condemn
the strike. A meeting took place between the strikers and the 1st Secretary of the PZPR
Voivodeship Committee and the Voivode. The authorities refused to bend, so did Sol
idarity. On 19 November, the “active rolling strike” started – it lasted until 3 December,
when, during the first school lesson of the day, the strike was suspended, however with
strike readiness until a full agreement was signed, which was to take place on 31 De
cember 1981.
The strike was attended by teachers from 25 secondary schools, employees of the
Voivodeship Pedagogical Library in Lublin, and teachers of two schools in Świdnik and
one in Kraśnik. The communists were rabid. “A heinous crime has been committed in
Lublin! – children and youths were involved in the strike, in adult matters”, the PZPR
Voivodeship Committee fulminated. The propaganda media dutifully repeated the
party narration. At that time, Adam Siedlecki, adviser to Deputy Prime Minister, Mie
czysław Rakowski, was staying in Lublin and “spontaneously” and publicly asked the
following question: “Are strikes inspired by outside forces?” Threats of anarchy stoked
by a group of troublemakers were circulating, and furthermore, the strike was “an un
acceptable form of protest, a crime of pulling youths into the affairs of adults” – com
munist propaganda at its fullest.
After several days of negotiations, in the presence of the members of the Regional
Board Presidium, a preliminary agreement was signed between the Lubelskie Voivode
and the Regional School Strike Committee. It was decided to: 1) establish social educa
tion and upbringing councils; 2) officially recognise the Independent Scout Movement
and the Federation of School Youths, and ensure assistance in their activities; 3) allow
the continuation of special classes and initiated changes in the contents and methods
of teaching history, the Polish language, philosophy, socioeconomic sciences, and eth
ics; and 4) not take action against strike participants.
A 7person working group consisting of representatives of both parties was set up
to deal with other demands, including the issue of the Education Superintendent. It
was supposed to present a memorandum of understanding by 31 December. That was
the plan. However, along the way, 13 December 1981 came and we had Jaruzelski’s
tanks in the streets.

Paweł Janowski
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Bogdan Borusewicz
It was he who organised the strike in August 1980. In the apartment of Piotr Dyk, on
8 August, a celebration was held in honour of the activists of the Young Poland Move
ment recently released from prison: Dariusz Kobzdej and Piotr Szczudłowski. The par
ty gathered all parts of the anticommunist opposition in the TriCity. Perhaps to take
advantage of the big turnout and the prevailing chaos, Bogdan Borusewicz organised
a short consultation on the need to organise a strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard. The direct
reason for it was the finalised dismissal of Anna Walentynowicz. The most important
arrangements were made on the stairs and in the yard. Interestingly, Wałęsa, who was
present at the party, was reluctant towards the idea of the protest. But, ultimately, he
agreed to participate. However, the fact remains that on the key day of 14 August 1980,
the strike was initiated by Jerzy Borowczak, Ludwik Prądzyński, and Bogdan Felski,
without Wałęsa. To this day, we do not know why he spent the first few hours of the
strike outside the shipyard. Bogdan Borusewicz was the unsung architect of the protest
at the Gdańsk Shipyard. He helped organise the workers’ guard which kept order and
prevented provocations. Bogdan Borusewicz also played a role in writing the strike de
mands. Many friends called him Borsuk [Badger]. It described his style perfectly. A man
of few words, kept to himself, cautious, liked to keep many secrets of the underground
to himself. Some attributed this to the origin of his parents, from Vilnius, where an
ticommunism was combined with serious consideration of the threat from commu
nists. Borusewicz has always walked his own path. In 1968, during the student revolt,
he was a pupil at the Fine Arts high school in Gdynia (Liceum Plastyczne w Gdyni).
He obtained strike leaflets and copied them in a darkroom, making impressions on
photographic paper. It was the first time the SB (Służba Bezpieczeństwa [Security Service]) caught wind of him, and after a trial, he was convicted to a harsh punishment
of three years in prison. Fortunately, in the summer of 1969, the authorities withdrew
and released those who were detained during the March events. Afterwards, Boruse
wicz went to Lublin to study at one of the two Catholic universities – the famous KUL.
That’s where he got his crash course in opposition action. After returning to Gdańsk, he
quickly found his way to the Workers’ Defence Committee. At the end of the 1970s, he
became an important link between the TriCity (GdańskGdyniaSopot) opposition and
KOR. His great organisational skills were put to good use during the August strike. How
ever, when the great Solidarity movement erupted, all of his assets that were useful
during underground work, became a hindrance. Solidarity became a mass movement
based on a system of democratic elections. The quiet and taciturn Borusewicz lost the
election to homegrown peoples’ tribunes, who were making their careers as represen
tatives of big enterprises. An aggressive jibe during one of the turbulent discussions on
the shape of Solidarity quickly became famous: “And what enterprise are you basically
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representing?” Such were the consequences of the fact that more and more people
who did not know the preAugust pantheon of opposition activists were entering the
Solidarity movement. Borusewicz was witnessing the creation of a bloated Union and
getting more and more irritated. He also began to notice that some activists started to
put selfinterest and “getting ahead” first. All of this was completely foreign to him, and
in the autumn of 1981, he slowly moved away from the Union. But his underground
seventh sense alarmed him to the upcoming open confrontation with the authorities.
So, he quietly started preparing a printing base for a rainy day. On 13 December, the
declaration of martial law did not surprise him at all. He evaded the SB and for the next
5 years, and became one of the most effective underground operatives. After 1990, he
tried to engage in trade union activities, but again after some time, he decided that
that was not his life’s purpose. He returned to politics.
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Bydgoszcz Events
There are no premises to indicate that the communists considered, for example, the
variant where they would enfranchise themselves on state property and share power
with anybody, way back in 1980–1981. Share power, but only with the reds maintaining
control over strategic and important sectors. For the avoidance of doubt, these sectors
were: banking, security services, military, Citizens’ Militia, and the judiciary. The com
munists had yet to reach that stage where they would allow such changes. In addition,
the existence of a 10 millionstrong Solidarity prevented similar ideas from being put
into practice. It would seem that in 1980–1981 the only solution to the problem the So
viets had with Poles to even be considered by Moscow’s people in Poland was the use
of force. To pacify the freedomoriented aspirations of millions of Poles.
The Polish communists did not receive instructions from Moscow like: “You know,
you should strike an agreement with the rabble” or “Democratise the country”. Instead,
the orders were clear – quell, destroy, make things the way they used to be. Obviously,
the idea that PZPR management governed on its own in any manner whatsoever is
completely unfounded. Similarly, it is unfounded to insinuate that they had any sort of
freedomoriented or democratic sympathies, let alone respect for basic human rights.
Imputing any such views to anyone in the government structures at the time is hon
estly an insult to them. In their minds, THEY were right – historically, morally, and in
any other sense. They were building a Brave New World. The least intelligent publicly
claimed to be building a Paradise on Earth. It wouldn’t be out of place to remind ev
eryone that these people owed everything they had to the people’s government. They
loved the PRL and, in turn, it repaid their love with items that were unattainable for
other people, with social position, a standard of living that others could only dream of,
and of course, power.
The only plans that the Polish United Workers’ Party had for Solidarity was to de
stroy it. There was no place for any sort of independent organisation under communist
rule. This was one of the reasons why on 16 August 1980, the MSW appointed the “Lato”
Operation Task Force (Sztab Operacji “Lato”), to prepare to pacify the Gdańsk Shipyard,
which had been on strike for two days at that point, as well as at other enterprises. On
29 August, several dozen hours before the signing of the August Agreements, the PZPR
Political Office considered the possibility of introducing a state of emergency. In Octo
ber 1980, lists were being made of persons to be isolated. By November 1980, the acts
on martial law were ready. General Jaruzelski then informed the Political Office.
On 11 February 1981, Jaruzelski became the President of the Council of Ministers
of the People’s Republic of Poland. He gave a speech at that time, where he included
the words: “At this juncture, I am asking for three months of work – 90 peaceful days”.
What Jaruzelski forgot to add was that he and the state he was in charge of would do
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anything in their power to force Solidarity into a violent reaction and a spectacular
disturbance in those 90 peaceful days, to which he, as the new prime minister, was en
titled. Four days later, command post exercises were carried out to verify the readiness
of the authorities to introduce martial law. Two weeks later, the list of prisons where
Solidarity, democratic and independence activists were to be detained was approved.
Places for 13,600 detainees were prepared.
Finally, on 19 March 1981, in the building of the Voivodeship National Council in
Bydgoszcz, about 200 militia officers beat up a group of around 30 men and wom
en – activists for Solidarity and Solidarity of Individual Farmers. Three activists – Jan
Rulewski, Michał Bartoszcze and Mariusz Łabentowicz – were hospitalised. In response
to this thuggery by the government, Solidarity conducted a national 4hourlong warn
ing strike on 27 March. The next step would have been a national indefinite general
strike. The strike was to begin on 31 March. Then, as a result of talks between Solidarity
chairman Lech Wałęsa and Deputy Prime Minister Rakowski, an agreement was signed
on 30 March and the general strike was suspended. Wałęsa decided to suspend the
strike on his own, while the position of Solidarity management was different. Several
dozen minutes after the Bydgoszcz Event, information started circulating that it was
a “provocation”. Several days later, after the conclusion of the agreement, the National
Commission of the Union issued a statement which included the sentence: “The events
in Bydgoszcz on 19 March 1981 are an obvious provocation against General Jaruzelski’s
government”.
So far, after 40 years, no evidence has been found to support that claim. That’s prob
ably why the statement included the phrase “obvious provocation”. Obvious things,
obviously, don’t require any evidence. There are many indications that a provocation
could not have taken place, especially one aimed against Jaruzelski. On the contrary,
the decision to beat up the chair of the Solidarity Region and other activists, this time
not by socalled unknown perpetrators but by uniformed militia officers, had to have
been taken at the highest level. And according to the findings of historians, it most
probably was. The statement by the National Commission can in this situation be re
garded as a dangerous precedent – here is Solidarity being no better than the commu
nist system of lies and propaganda. It builds a positive legend for its future killer.
We can also look at it from a different perspective – as an attempt to destroy the
unity of the communist apparatus. By creating the legend of “party hardliners”, “hard
heads” plotting against the “good” Jaruzelski, the people of Solidarity wanted to trigger
tectonic processes in the apparatus of power, to provoke conflicts. Their efforts failed.
The group in power remained in power for another decade. They didn’t disappear even
after the fall of communism. The head of this group became the first President of the
Republic of Poland.
The parties guilty of the Bydgoszcz Events were never found, and very few were
sentenced. I say very few, because Roman Bąk – the Bydgoskie Voivode at that time,
was dismissed and sent to a diplomatic post in Sofia. The next few months proved
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it wasn’t so much a provocation as a “reconnaissance by fire”. What I mean by that is
a preliminary attack on your enemy in order to learn their strong and weak spots. In
that, Jaruzelski was successful. As an added bonus, he got to start whitewashing his
own legend. Another gain for the authorities was the ability to show a video recording
of the massacre at the Voivodeship National Council building on national television.
The images of beatings, screams of men and women left audiences with exactly the
intended impression. After the introduction of martial law, we immediately knew what
to expect, what kind of ruthlessness we would have to deal with.
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A Change in Language
August also changed the language. The jargon about “completing planned tasks”
or “further intensification in quality of life improvement” was gone. Professor Andrzej
Markowski, a linguist researching the language used by communist media, points to its
direct subordination to propaganda:
PRL newspeak was characterised by exploiting several topical areas, such as the mili
tary. For that reason, we had “actions”, “campaigns”, “harvesting operation”, “beachhead
for smallscale personal contact”, “clearing the foreground”, and “notorious enemy in the
struggle for a better future”. And in addition of course – “we were, we are, we will be”
a sort of Holy Trinity. You only used superlative forms of adjectives, everything was “the
most”. And as for what “we” want; we only want to “improve” since everything is good
already. There was this phrase used: “for the continued…”, just to be doing something.
If something was to be done from the very beginning, it meant that things were bad, so
things were not bad but good, and we want them to be better.

T

Against this background, the language used by John Paul II during the pilgrimage
to his homeland in 1979 was like a breath of fresh air for Poles. Simple and beautiful
Polish syntax. No calques from Russian. Language further enhanced by a low, actor’s
voice. The Pope’s language of universal values and Polish tradition was a natural and
unquestionable model for Solidarity. Copied spontaneously, in good faith, and with
more or less accuracy.
People not used to public speaking tried to speak out using this language. Some
times successfully, sometimes making up for a lack of refinement with sincerity of in
tentions. One popular creator of new and surprising phrases was the Solidarity leader
himself, Lech Wałęsa. His sometimes strange or funny language structures were to keep
Poles entertained for years to come. But then, in 1980–1981, they were enthusiastically
welcomed as spontaneously refreshing the language of politics. Terms like “mądrość
etapu” [wisdom of the stage], “plusy dodatnie” [positive plusses] or “wczoraj byłem na
jedzony, dzisiaj jestem głodny” [yesterday I was full, today I’m hungry] spoke to the many
millions of Solidarity activists with their simplicity, succinctness or vivid style.
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Chaplains of Solidarity
During the legal period of Solidarity, priests had a tremendous impact on the cre
ation of society around Poland. They accompanied the strikers at their places of work.
They spread the Word of God. They blessed Solidarity’s standards. They were to spread
the faith, hope, mission, and courage. They often helped union members in organising
structures in their enterprises or regions. During meetings in rectories, they discussed
the framework for Union operations, both in enterprises and the regions. At first, Soli
darity activists received financial support from parish priests or curates based on their
needs, e.g. to organise printing operations, or photographic documents. However, an
other important thing for the activists was the contacts the priests had among the
faithful from other parishes, where the preachers recommended trustworthy people
to do union work. They were also a link between two completely separate worlds: that
of people of culture and science and that of the workers. They were building mutual
solidarity. Oftentimes, on the initiative of local parish priests or bishops, it became pos
sible to celebrate anniversaries that were important for the nation and not allowed by
the communists until 1980, such as 3 May or 11 November. Plaques were put up inside
churches or in their immediate vicinity to commemorate important anniversaries and
heroes of uprisings as well as the Great War [World War I], Silesia, and Greater Poland
Insurgents – even if not tolerated by the communists. National heroes of World War II,
whom the communists deprived of Polish citizenship, such as Gen. Władysław Anders,
Gen. Stanisław Maczek, Gen. Stanisław Sosabowski, and Gen. Stanisław Kopański, were
also commemorated. With time, thanks to the priests, who started to be informally
called the chaplains of Solidarity, Polish history and literature could be popularised,
which had previously been forbidden by the communists. It was the priests who pro
vided rooms, most often used for catechetical purposes, for events such as indepen
dent lectures. It was there that, for the first time, people born after World War II learned
the truth about the Home Army [AK], the National Armed Forces [NSZ], the National
Military Union [NZW], and other underground organisations fighting for freedom and
independence against the German and Soviet occupiers. For the first time, society,
thanks to education in catechetical rooms, learned about the Polish Underground State
that existed during World War II and the government of the Republic of Poland in exile,
as well as works created by writers and poets in emigration.
However, the most important thing, as mentioned by both the priests and union ac
tivists, was catering to spiritual needs. Thousands of strikers went to confession for the
first time in years. Thanks to them, families that had been conflicted for many years due
to political differences – kids and parents, siblings – reconciled. Thanks to the Solidarity
chaplains, activists often referred to the Union as a Christian organisation.
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Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko, a priest for many different communities, both artists and
workers, became a symbol of a preacher engaged in helping the people. He joined the
scientific community with those who despised them in the past. For that, he himself
became particularly hated by the communist regime. However, the hatred was mainly
due to him preaching the truth and the absolute: “The truth shall set you free”. For the
communists, he became a symbol of all of the values that threatened their totalitarian
regime. And that is why he was murdered by its officials in the Orwellian year of 1984.
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Christian Culture Week
Oh, what a stroke of divine providence it was when Primate Wyszyński decided to
accept the idea of Fr. Tadeusz Uszyński from the Warsaw Church of St. Ann to organise
a Christian Culture Week, and starting as early as 1975, the idea to organise cultural
events independent of the communist state quickly spread throughout Poland since
it was perfectly aligned with the ageold tradition that in dire times, national culture
could not only seek shelter in the Church, but also thrive there. So when Solidarity
broke out, the groundwork for the great promotion of independent culture was al
ready in place. Moreover, the Christian ministry for the creative community was active
not only in Warsaw, and acted as a sort of quiet sanctuary and an incubator for artists
and their ideas.
The Christian Culture Week resulted in theatrical plays, special movie screenings,
history readings (they were always popular as the nation was hungry for knowledge
about real, unadulterated history), and concerts, and not only of religious songs, and
art exhibitions. Today, the topic is mainly the independent culture during martial law,
and it wouldn’t have even happened if not for the Solidarity Carnival. The famous Chris
tian Culture Weeks in Wrocław gathered crowds such that – as you can read in IPN [Institute of National Remembrance] documents today – SB officers couldn’t keep up with
reporting them!
Writers, poets, historians travelled all over the country, because Christian Culture
Weeks were supposed to reach everyone – people living in Nowa Huta or Stalowa
Wola, for example. As I write these words, the media report the death of Piotr Szcze
panik, a man who not only performed the most popular songs, but also, together with
Solidarity, organised the Real Song Festival (Festiwal Piosenki Prawdziwej) in 1981.
Many Enterprise Commissions also had culture subcommittees. They organised film
screenings, readings, and distributed independent books and magazines. It was thanks
to them that the people learned about Katyn and the PolishBolshevik war and the
Soviet attack on Poland in 1939. Although today the small hardtoread letters from
the duplicator are almost illegible, I still keep “Na probostwie w Wyszkowie” by Stefan
Żeromski and autographed poems by Czesław Miłosz as my greatest treasures.
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Wiesław Chrzanowski (1923–2012)
A soldier of the Home Army, Warsaw Insurgent, who authored the draft statute of
NSZZ “Solidarity” together with Jan Olszewski. Although he was connected with the
Greater Poland region (his parents had an estate there), he spent most of his life in War
saw. He was born here and died here. Like his father, Wiesław senior, who at the time
was a professor at the Warsaw University of Technology, Wiesław junior also dealt with
politics. Wiesław senior worked closely with Wojciech Korfanty. He was in government
twice, holding the position of Minister of Industry and Trade – once under Prime Minis
ter Grabski and once under Witos.
Wiesław Chrzanowski junior, the later Marshal of the Sejm [parliament of Poland],
was also groomed by his father for a career in politics, although he wanted to pursue
acting. He grew up in an atmosphere of political discussions; his imagination was also
shaped by history as written by Berent, Gąsiorowski, and Parandowski. When he was 15,
he received Roman Dmowski’s “Myśli nowoczesnego Polaka” [Thoughts of the Modern
Pole] from his father, and developed an interest in politics. First, he founded a politi
cal organisation, and later he performed various functions in prewar scouting asso
ciations. During the war, he joined the Great Poland Youths (Młodzież Wielkiej Polski).
Three years later, he organised the underground AllPolish Youth (Młodzież Wszechpol
ska) movement. As a soldier, he fought in the ranks of the National Military Organiza
tion (Narodowa Organizacja Wojskowa, NOW). He fought in the Warsaw Uprising, and
after the war, he enrolled in the Jagiellonian University. Politically, he was involved with
the Labour Faction (Stronnictwo Pracy, SP). He was imprisoned twice for his activity by
the communists, in the 1940s and 1950s. For a dozen or so years, despite having passed
his exams, the communists have refused him the right to practise the profession of
attorney at law. He finally became a legal counsel specialising in cooperative law. Si
multaneously, he was engaged in research, achieving the academic title of profesor
zwyczajny nauk prawnych [professor of juridical science]. During the 1956 thaw, Wiesław
Chrzanowski established a close working relationship with Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński,
which lasted all the way to the primate’s death. He also became an advisor to the Pol
ish Episcopate. It was thanks, among others, to Chrzanowski that independent youth
organisations with a national and Catholic focus were established in the 1970s. He in
spired the creation of the Young Poland Movement (Ruch Młodej Polski, RMP). In 1980,
many participants of meetings with the professor became activists and leaders of NSZZ
“Solidarity”. He, himself, became advisor to the Union in 1980. He was coauthor of the
statute of NSZZ “Solidarity”. “I had no doubt that Poland would regain independence”,
Chrzanowski said many years ago. “It was only a question of whether I’ll live to see it”.
He did. In the free Poland, he became a cocreator of the Christian and National Union
(Zjednoczenie ChrześcijańskoNarodowe, ZChN), which was ideologically close to the
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national movement of the Second Polish Republic. After the first free election in 1991,
Wiesław Chrzanowski was elected Marshall of the Sejm of the 1st term. He also held the
posts of Minister of Justice and Prosecutor General. In 2005, he was awarded the Order
of the White Eagle. He died seven years later.
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The City of Lublin Stopped
Transport may be considered the bloodstream of a city and region. Without it, so
ciety cannot function. A city is “winded” in such situations, which may even lead to
a “heart attack”. This was the case in the summer of 1980. The communists knew how
important transport companies were. When they suddenly witnessed an accumulation
of strikes in midJuly the comrades from PZPR broke into a cold sweat. On 16 July, at
07:15 a.m., a strike broke out at the PKP AllClass Locomotive Depot (Lokomotywownia
Pozaklasowa PKP) in Lublin. The workshop repair staff gathered in the diesel locomo
tive repair building and a group was selected to represent the strikers (about 800 peo
ple). Apart from salary issues (increased wages by PLZ 1,200–1,300 [PLZ – Polish zloty
before denomination] for all employees), general improvement of supply, and reduction
of the retirement age to 55 for drivers and assistants (due to very severe working con
ditions), the demands included family benefits to be equal to the Citizens’ Militia and
the military. There were also demands to replace the existing Enterprise Council of the
Railwaymen’s Union with people elected by the crews. Railwaymen also demanded the
banning MO and SB officers from entering PKP premises during the strike and written
safety guarantees for the strikers. During the day, the strike was gradually joined by
locomotive driver crews.
Initially, the trains from other PKP nodes would arrive in Lublin, the locomotives
would be turned around, attached to the other end, and the trains sent back to where
they came from. The strikers noticed that in this way the protest did not have any effect.
Train traffic could, with a little delay, be provided by outside crews. On the next day,
the strike spread from the Locomotive Depot to the entire Lublin Railway Node. Every
one stopped working – road service, railcar depot, traffic, and power grid services. The
strike included around 2,000 people. This was the first railway strike of this magnitude
in the history of the PRL. The communists were shocked.
Train traffic was stopped. By the afternoon, Lublin station was blocked by 70 loco
motives and railcar sets, positioned on the several dozen railroad switches. Power was
turned off, the driver cabins were locked and the control stand keys were removed.
The immobilised locomotives became the subject of a popular legend that the rail
waymen had welded them to the tracks – they hadn’t, but one has to admit that they
were very effective in blocking the node. Fearing possible provocations of the strikers,
they appointed patrols of around a dozen people each to defend the enterprise, armed
with heavy tools. They were particularly concerned about the fuel cars left at the cargo
station.
Meanwhile, talks with the Eastern DOKP [National Railways Management] authori
ties did not yield any results. The authorities sent driver crews from other nodes, which
fortunately turned back after talking to the Strike Committee. In the area of Nowy Świat
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Street – near Dworzec Główny PKP [PKP Central Station] in Lublin – the Citizens’ Militia
forces gathered. The strike participants were pestered by SB officers in their homes. On
18 July, almost the entire crew of the node was on strike – 2,390 people out of 2,410.
Passenger train traffic from Dęblin only reached as far as Motycz Station. After that,
people had to transfer to PKS buses. The route to Lublin was taken over by crews from
Dęblin.
On 19 July the strike ended in a compromise. Instead of PLZ 1,200, the railwaymen
received PLZ 600 each for driver crews and PLZ 400 each for other branches. The strike
organisers received safety guarantees. The strikers warned that they would resume the
protest if any of them were to suffer repression. At 8:00 p.m., the PKP Lublin node re
turned to work.
However, it should be mentioned that the day before, on 18 July, the Lublin July
1980 protests also culminated. Around 20,000 people participated in the strikes on that
day, including 48 enterprises. Lublin was covered by a general strike. Apart from the
blockade of the PKP node, the city was paralysed from the morning by a strike involv
ing members of the municipal transport company – a veritable blow to the heart of the
city. As a result of the paralysis, not all crew members made it to their shifts. Supplies
for the city were ferried by alternative means. Discussions between the striking drivers
and the management failed to resolve the conflict. In the afternoon, only 18 drivers
began work while 30 others were prevented from starting their routes by blocking the
gate, draining water from radiators, deflating tyres, etc. The entire city stopped. The
authorities were again driven to their knees. The strikes encompassed an increasing
number of enterprises.
And that was just a few days before 22 July – a communist holiday. A beautiful ca
tastrophe for communism was approaching fast. The city and region had literally and
figuratively screeched to a halt.
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Clubs of Independence Service
and Clubs of the Self-Governing
Republic
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As the Solidarity revolution developed, anticommunist, rightwing, and conserva
tive activists began to call for the preparation of normal political parties. In order to
avoid the use of the term “party” however, which in the PRL was reserved solely for
the PZPR, members of i.a. the Movement for the Defence of Human and Civic Rights
(Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Obywatela, ROPCiO) and the Young Poland Movement
(Ruch Młodej Polski, RMP) informed the public on 28 September 1981 about the cre
ation of Clubs of Independence Service (CIS). One of the initiators of the new move
ment – Wojciech Ziembiński, a distinguished independence activist – started to be
widely regarded as its leader. Other important figures, who declared the will to create
the CIS, are Aleksander Hall, Jarosław Kaczyński, Bronisław Komorowski, and Marian
Piłka. The CIS clearly emphasised the demand to launch an open debate on the issue
of Poland’s independence. The respect for the Catholic Church and its role in the his
tory and contemporaneity of Poland were also strongly emphasised. The leader of the
group of economists in the new group, Stefan Kurowski, promoted the introduction of
freemarket elements to the state’s socialist economy. The creation of the CIS triggered
extremely varied reactions from trade union activists. Some of the workers were irri
tated by these initiatives, pointing out that they drove a wedge into the unified front
of Solidarity. In response, CIS activists claimed that this activity did not interfere with
the fulfilment of trade union obligations as long as the establishment of the CIS was
a signal that the paths of politically active opposition activists and those of the workers
would start to slowly diverge, albeit on friendly terms.
Things were complicated further when, two months later (1 December 1981), the left
side of Solidarity established the Clubs of the SelfGoverning Republic (Kluby Rzeczy
pospolitej Samorządnej) under the name “FreedomJusticeIndependence” (Wol
nośćSprawiedliwośćNiepodległość). Even in its name, this group of Solidarity activists
indicated its ties with the socialist traditions of the Polish Socialist Party (Polska Partia
Socjalistyczna, PPS) from WWII. Publications of the “FJI” CSGR included ideologybased
polemics with the Clubs of Independence Service community. The declaration of the
Clubs of the SelfGoverning Republic included a statement that “attributing the right
to use both independence slogans and Christian values only to oneself is blackmail.
(…) The road to Poland’s independence leads (…) through a grassroots, democratic
social movement. Only there can conditions arise for free elections to take place. (…)
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In future negotiations with the USSR, where Poland will be represented by a genuine
national delegation, a new agreement should be drawn up, where the necessary re
strictions do not violate the principle of the sovereignty of the nation, i.e. its right of
selfdetermination guaranteed by democratic institutions”. The introduction of martial
law interrupted the creation of both the Clubs of Independence Service and Clubs of
the SelfGoverning Republic. However, they remain a clue that at some point in time,
alongside the Solidarity trade unions, the beginnings of political parties started to be
created.
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The Crisis Brigade
The Crisis Brigade (Brygada Kryzys) was one of the most important hardrock voices
during the Solidarity carnival. The group was created in July 1981 in Warsaw by To
masz Lipiński (born in 1955), former leader of the punkrock group the Tilt, and Robert
Brylewski (1961–2018) from the Crisis group. The name itself was very apropos to the
prevailing mood of the 1978–1981 period, and lyrics such as: “And nothing’s left af
ter all” (I tak nie ma już nic) reflected the anger and resentment of the young gener
ation towards the PRL. The band was to open the 1st National NSZZ “Solidarity” Del
egate Meeting, but union activists became scared of the hardrock postpunk sound
that supposedly could have been a shock for the older delegates. One reference to
the workers’ revolution of the time was the cover for an album recorded by Crisis (the
precursor of Crisis Brigade) published in 1981 by the French company Barclay, which
included material recorded during a rehearsal at the Ursus Culture Centre (Dom Kultury
Ursus). It shows a smiling worker climbing on the stairs of a large refinery. This was how
the French perceived the Solidarity revolution, and that was the strength of attraction
of Polish rock, shrouded in a revolutionary aura, in the West.
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Education and Solidarity –
in the Lublin Region –
Different than Anything
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Fragmentation or centralisation? Weakness or strength? Solidarity teachers in the
Lubelskie Region had their own opinions. What were they?
Education in the communist state was highly centralised, nationalised, and Soviet
ised to its limits. Teachers were routinely subjected to political indoctrination and often
directly intimidated – especially those teaching the humanities. Any public mention of
Katyn, Józef Piłsudski, Mackiewicz, or Orwell filled people with fear. I remember it well.
The truth about the history of Poland, its heroes, and communist criminals could only
be heard among trusted people. Teachers in the presolidarity period – in broad terms
– were often poorly educated, trained at bad tertiary schools rife with indoctrination.
Their material status was also not impressive – in 1979, the average salary of a teacher
amounted to PLZ 4,400, with a national average of PLZ 5,100. Additionally, there were
problems with housing, common in the PRL. All that together created a negative se
lection mechanism in this line of work. The prestige of the teaching profession was
steadily decreasing, which resulted in a constant shortage of new teachers. For exam
ple, at the end of the 1970s, as many as 18,000 teaching positions in primary schools
remained unfilled. A consequence of nationalisation of the education system was the
loss of agency by structures below the central level. Teachers did not have any influ
ence on the choice of teaching content. They were just cogs in Big Brother’s machine
without a will of their own.
All of this began to change when a new union was created. Creating the structures
of the teachers’ Solidarity in the Lubelskie Region began in September 1980. The In
terEnterprise Founding Committee of the Central and Eastern Region was established
on 10 September. One of its organisers was Zenobia Kitówna, a female teacher of the
Polish language at the Railway Technical Upper Secondary School in Lublin (Technikum
Kolejowe w Lublinie). On 16 September, representatives of the education sector from
the entire region met at the Railway Worker Culture House in Lublin. Later, subsequent
committees would be created. The main issue was to break with the Polish Teachers’
Union (Związek Nauczycielstwa Polskiego, ZNP) and build a new union from scratch.
Luckily, the idea of introducing the entire ZNP into Solidarity – and it had supporters
on both sides of the fence – came to naught. ZNP was so deeply rooted in the com
munist system, so entangled in the interests and ideology of the government that the
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supporters of its entry into Solidarity quickly sobered up and left its ranks, increasing
the numbers of the newly established structures of NSZZ “Solidarity”.
The Central and Eastern Region consisted of the then voivodeships Lubelskie,
Zamojskie, and Chełmskie, as well as parts of Bialskopodlaskie, Siedleckie, and Tarno
brzeskie – 310,000 trade unionists in 1,136 enterprise organisations. It was a serious
force. The differences in the structures of the Education Solidarity were also exception
al on a national scale. Almost every school or educational and upbringing establish
ment was an independent trade union link with its own enterprise commission (except
for Puławy). This structure has become permanent, even in spite of the position of the
regional Solidarity authorities.
From the perspective of the Regional Board, such fragmentation into small trade
union organisations (15–30 persons) weakened their position in the fight against the
employer. However, teachers saw the advantages of such formations, as, in this way,
the threat of centralism was diminished (they had been dealing with this for years in the
form of the communist Polish Teachers’ Union, ZNP). The influence and control of mon
ey at the lowest level was also strengthened. In addition, the presence of the Union’s
statutory authority in a particular educational and upbringing establishment required
greater participation by its members. The Union was closer to the employee. People
had enough of Warsawville and “wiseguys from the central”. They really wanted to be
able to decide their own fate themselves. It is interesting that such structures of the
Lublin education system have survived until today.
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Enterprise Commission
“Aug 1980. Will they sign, or won’t they? Will they enter, or won’t they? These two
questions were asked by everyone, however, because I was already scheduled to go to
the international catalytic conference a long time ago”, says Dr. Hanna Rembertowicz,
now a retired chemist from the Warsaw University of Technology, “I went to Krakow,
but with a radio to my ear. And Krakow was empty. Foreigners got scared that Poland
had some sort of political hubbub going on! When I returned on 3 or 4 September,
I saw that everyone was already organising. The departments: electrical, chemical, ar
chitecture! Free trade unions were created almost on my desk! But we didn’t even know
it was supposed to be Solidarity!”
The head of Hanna Rembertowicz’s section was Prof. Dr. Eng. Stefan Weychert
(1912–1989), a soldier during September 1939 and later, of the Home Army, where he,
i.a., organised underground teaching, the successor of Prof. Józef Zawadzki, father of
the legendary “Zośka” of the Grey Ranks. Prof. Weychert was an authority and rock for
all those who, in the autumn of 1980, started to organise independently. He came up
with daily printed messages. The first ones were typed up through carbon copy paper
(an A4 piece of paper that allowed several copies to be typed at once) and posted all
over the university. The messages were published every two to three days, so that ev
erything would be transparent.
Message no. 1 of 11 September, signed by the University Coordination Committee
of the Founding Committees of the Independent and SelfGoverning Trade Unions of
Employees of the Warsaw University of Technology, gave people – full of enthusiasm,
but also concerns – legal arguments. It informed that it was created as a committee that
is “independent of the ZNP Enterprise Council” and that “it was created on the initiative
of spontaneously created committees”. The message referred to The Constitution of
the PRL, Conventions No. 87 and 98 of the International Labour Organization, the “In
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” (Międzynarodowy pakt praw obywa
telskich i politycznych) ratified by the Sejm of the PRL, and to the August Agreements.
It called on employees of the Warsaw University of Technology to establish founding
committees of selfgoverning and independent trade unions in all organisational units.
As early as 19 September, the Coordination Committee decided to convene a found
ing conference of selfgoverning and independent trade unions of WUT employees for
27 September, which would adopt a temporary statute and the name of the associa
tion. Delegations were elected in the founding committees, Dr. Hanna Rembertowicz
received mandate No 106. “We were not interested in trade union holidays, onions and
potatoes for winter”, she says today, “we all wanted to clean up. To teach like we want
to teach, to resolve the issue of assistant professors, to elect the dean and rector on our
own, and for the Communist Party to finally stop ruling the university, for the socalled
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‘enemy of the people’ to stop being significant”. The founding conference was held on
27–28 September in the Little Hall (Mała Aula). Message No. 14 announced: “today, on
the date of the Convention, we number 4,600”. One of them was my husband, Tadeusz
Kowalski! A single tertiary school, the biggest in the country, already had 4,600 mem
bers of a free trade union! This shows why Solidarity soon had 10 million people!
The Convention elected the Enterprise Commission with Dr. Andrzej Smirnow as
Chair. And finally… it’s heereeee! The Convention adopted a resolution that “having
a sense of responsibility for the unity of the independent and selfgoverning trade
union movement, the delegates decided to develop further activities as part of NSZZ
‘Solidarity’”.
Message no. 22 stated that the Enterprise Commission had been obliged to submit
a motion to the Minister of Science demanding the immediate dismissal of the WUT
Rector, Prof. S. Pasynkiewicz. The Warsaw University of Technology was the first ter
tiary school in the country to elect its rector on 11 April 1981. The new rector was Prof.
Władysław Findeisen, and the Chair of the College of Electors – Prof. Stefan Weychert.
In December 1981, the latter, after returning from the Fire Service Officers’ School
(Wyższa Oficerska Szkoła Pożarnictwa), where he supported the young firefighters,
would say: “Ms. Hanka, the countdown has started. We need to think about what needs
to be hidden away”.
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Fear in August
At the beginning of the protest at the Gdańsk Shipyard, the trigger for the whole
thing was solidarity with Anna Walentynowicz, a longtime employee, and support
for wage demands. However, after the first moments of euphoria of the strike started
on Thursday 14 August, concerns appeared about the possibility of having a repeat of
the violent solution being applied like during December ’70. On Saturday, 16 August,
a group of female activists of the Free Trade Unions (Wolne Związki Zawodowe) man
aged to detain shipyard workers who complied with Lech Wałęsa’s decision to end the
strike. The appeal made at that time by Anna Walentynowicz, Alina Pienkowska, Ewa
Ossowska, and Henryka Krzywonos to be solidary with enterprises that started strikes
in solidarity with the shipyard caused the strike to be continued.
When, on 16 August in the evening, An2 aircraft started dropping leaflets on the
shipyard, calling on the workers to end the strike, some of the protesters made the
connection with the actions of the authorities in December ’70 and considered it was
a prelude to an imminent attack by the Militia or military on the next night. This atmo
sphere of anxiety was diffused by two initiatives. The first was communal prayers in
front of gate no. 2 led by Lech Wałęsa together with Bożena Rybicka, and Magdalena
Modzelewska. The communal nature of the prayers and an atmosphere of determined
solemnity introduced by them turned out to be the best possible remedy to the safety
concerns some of the crew had. The prayers took place every evening until the very
end of the strike. The second element of change in the mood was the Holy Mass on
Sunday 16 August celebrated in front of gate no. 2 by Fr. Henryk Jankowski from the St.
Bridget parish. Interestingly, the authorities agreed to the mass, because they hoped
to calm the prevailing mood. Meanwhile, the mass turned out to be the beginning of
changes, although the InterEnterprise Strike Committee had already been created on
the night of 16 to 17 August. From now on, the strike rapidly gained momentum and
the determination of the protesters increased.
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For the First Time
In August 1980, in the “ITD” student weekly, we dove headfirst – today I know, it
wasn’t all of us – into the new reality. Although we were officially a body of the So
cialist Union of Polish Students (Socjalistyczny Związek Studentów Polskich), a group
of journalists who did not identify themselves with the PZPR was strong enough (see
entry: Wheelbarrows, i.e. We’re Firing the Boss) to start making dreams come true. It
seemed to us that we would now be able to write the truth about everything, discover
all the obscured and prohibited topics, show the whole reality. Solidarity was quick
to arrive, and we also had guest appearances by new, talented authors. They includ
ed Krzysztof Czabański, and Bohdan Urbankowski with his great text about Stanisław
Brzozowski. We published records from the discussion of the Polish Journalists’ Associ
ation (Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich) participated by e.g. Konrad Bieliński, Jan
Strzelecki, and Jan Lityński. We published a shocking report – the magazine was black
andwhite – from the White March that went through Krakow on the fourth day after
the assassination attempt on John Paul II. The same issue includes a photo essay from
the funeral of Primate Wyszyński with text by Zdzisław Pietrasik, who writes “for my
generation – he was a constant presence. He was one of the few signs of continuity
of our modern history. His funeral became a great patriotic demonstration that the
whole nation turned up to say goodbye: politicians, students, workers, soldiers, peas
ants. Guild standards, veteran standards carried out from battlefields, and the brand
new ‘Solidarity’ standards. It’s Poland…”. Those were the things we managed to print
in the “ITD”! This was all made possible thanks to the Solidarity Carnival, the carnival of
our lives!
Senior colleagues with the unforgettable Maciej Rybiński, quickly gained momen
tum and managed to get onetime permission to publish the supplement “Plebey.
Samorządny i niezależny miesięcznik społecznopornograficzny” [Plebeian. A Self-Governing and Independent Social and Pornographic Monthly]. Our supplement was taking
shots at the infamous Jerzy Urban all the way back then. In one of the preserved issues,
the Golden Urban award “goes to Wojciech Roszewski for his alertness, insight, and
intelligence displayed during the rally” (in support of the policies of E. Gierek and P. Ja
roszewicz in June 1976 at the Decennial Stadium (Stadion Dziesięciolecia) in Warsaw). In
January 1981, Roszewski shared his comments from June ’76 in “Argumenty”, a widely
hated and derided weekly promoting atheism, fighting against the Church and faith.
One sensational piece was an interview with Prof. Mieczysław Albert Krąpiec OP,
rector of the Catholic University of Lublin (KUL) – the first one in the history of the
press published by the party RSW (Workers’ Publishing Cooperative) concern: “Pra
saKsiążkaRuch”. The idea was thought up and implemented by Ewa Polak (today Po
lakPałkiewicz) and Barbara Sułek (today SułekKowalska), who didn’t even think that
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the Fra. rector would refuse. I still don’t know what motivated his decision, but the
interview was published on 8 March 1981 and it wasn’t even heavily censored. Fra.
Krąpiec talked about the agelong mission of the university, about the place and role of
Fr. Prof. Karol Wojtyła, about the KUL students. And she stressed: “There is no substitute
for the truth”. No one said anything like that in the official press. Both journalists lost
their jobs after 13 December, along with several others.
Another sensational piece was an interview with three young sociologists from the
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, one of whom was… Andrzej Zybertowicz,
maybe the most involved in researching a thesis he posited that what was going on at
the time was “the last chance for the PZPR” (ostatnia szansa PZPR). That was something
the censorship could not ignore and though we tried everything, the interview was
published without the word “last”, which completely changed the sense of the thesis
the guys proposed.
And then there was the wellthoughtout and wellprepared issue for the anniversa
ry of December ’70. It was the place where important and most important texts about
our tragedy from 11 years ago were first published – it was the second to last issue ever,
every copy of the last one was destroyed after 13 December 1981. Jaruzelski took Soli
darity from the Poles and killed our hopes.
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For Poland to be Poland

B
C

My first thoughts on writing about Polish issues, work that would be more serious
than my regular creations, occurred after the protests by workers in Radom and Ursus
in June 1976. The reaction of the communist government to these events was very dras
tic – brutal violence and ferocious propaganda. And all this after the years of delusions
that Gierek’s mores were more European, further from Soviet patterns. Denouncing
“troublemakers” and “rubblerousers” during the mandatory rallies was a nightmare.
Watching the people herded to one place with the gang of PRL owners in the box on
TV was hard to deal with psychologically. The grey masses stared at the ground while
on the stand the authorities mocked those Poles who dared to protest against food
price increases. They stood against a red and white backdrop among fluttering flags,
accompanied by a marching band, lying their heads off, and all the time the people
stood there in the mud and watched while their dignity and also their national symbols
were stolen from them. That was the direct impulse to look into our past and call all the
previous generations, as far back as Krak, Lech, and Piast, to witness our humiliation.
Stanzas about the past, choruses about the future “żeby Polska była Polską” [For Poland
to be Poland] awoke many emotions in relation to the present of the time. The censor
ship agreed to a public performance in 1977. The premiere took place at the Melodia
restaurant. Music was composed by Włodzimierz Korcz. A song was performed as a fi
nale to the show by: Krystyna Janda, Marlena Miarczyńska, Piotr Fronczewski, Kazimierz
Kaczor, Jacek Kaczmarski, Stanisław Klawe, Krzysztof Jaroszyński, and of course the au
thor himself. The authorities quickly recognised that the work was dangerous and the
Pod Egidą Cabaret was abolished. As the SB agent “Zadra” wrote in her report: “The
mood introduced by the finale suggests that adding carbide lamps is the only thing
needed to finish preparations for occupation”. It was a very apt review. And of course,
that’s what I was aiming for. The song was distributed on illegal tapes. When Solidarity
was established in August ’80, thanks to the factory radio networks, the song became
a spontaneous anthem of Solidarity. It also made its way to US President Ronald Rea
gan, who in 1982 created a show in support of Solidarity under the English title “Let Po
land be Poland”. The programme was watched by 200 million people all over the world.

Jan Pietrzak
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Formal Motion
In the simplest terms: a formal motion during the Solidarity Carnival played the
same role as the liberum veto did during the 1st Polish Republic, except as a complete
opposite. We have to remember that during the era of communism, Poles never spoke
out in public. It was just not a good idea. Not speaking publicly was considered good
manners. Intelligent people hid their intelligence, people with initiative remained calm
in the safety of their homes. The censored national media only featured people from
the PRL’s elite – selected artists, athletes, and scholars. All media outlets were state
owned, the right to free assembly was nonexistent and the dates of any gatherings
were appointed by the government. During the mandatory mass gatherings and sit
downs, speeches were delivered by previously appointed speakers, who would drone
on for hours. And, of course, none of those speeches made any sense. They would waf
fle, obscure, lie, and bore their audiences to death. They used horrible party newspeak.
None of them ever spoke a single truthful word. Regular Poles were silent; freedom of
speech did not exist.
After August ’80 and the establishment of NSZZ “Solidarity”, together with a pack
age comprising the Independent Students’ Association, Agricultural Solidarity and
Crafts Solidarity – the dams broke, as the poets would say. People began talking, gath
ering, and assembling. People started talking to strangers in the streets, at bus stops, in
trams and, mainly, in the ever present lines you had to stand in to get any sort of goods
at all. First and foremost, people started speaking out during union, localgovernment,
and other meetings. After several decades of rule by PZPR “managers” and “experts”,
the country needed urgent repairs, perhaps even resuscitation.
The methods of treatment needed to be discussed. And people discussed. The
entire country became one big debate room. With a change of pace, now everybody
started talking. Sensible ideas were in the majority but, unfortunately, some still talk
ed to hear themselves speak. Many of us experienced a surprising surge in rhetorical,
bordering on oratory, skill. Others discovered they had a talent for yarn spinning. The
favourite topics of storytellers were suffering; their own and their families’, and the stu
pidity of the government. Both topics were as inexhaustible as the ocean. Generally,
it was pleasant, we liked each other, but talking without purpose would threaten to
smother our national uprising. At one such meeting, when Cato would, once again,
take over the podium, and the chair of the meeting would have several other potential
Ciceros and actual windbags lined up in his notes, the only rescue from all of that was
to submit a formal motion.
The people chairing the meetings usually had several people standing by to raise
their hands and submit a formal motion at any given time. People who could do that
efficiently were in high demand. The cool thing with formal motions was that they
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could be submitted outside of any formal order. Someone who wanted to submit one
would raise their hand, and the chair would yield the floor to them. Everyone would
look towards that person with hope in their eyes. After several hours, the audience’s
enthusiasm to listen to stories about someone else’s misery was low enough as it was.
We could easily propose a time limit for each speaker. Even up to four minutes, without
the possibility to latch onto the microphone again. After adopting such a motion, the
discussion suddenly became lively and conclusive, the assembled remembered why
we were all there and that time was money. Therefore, the role of the formal motion in
Poland’s recent history is invaluable.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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Freaks
This very general descriptor is of course not a medical term. It denotes a group of
strange people who in the PRL found themselves on the margin of life and visited Soli
darity offices to warn about cosmic rays, show miraculous ways to save the Polish econ
omy, sometimes fantastical ways of social selfdefence in case of a government attack,
or many times firmly demanded an intervention and redress of injustices inflicted on
them. Of course, this last category had nothing in common with those who were some
times called harmless nuts or freaks.
However, this does not change the fact that many years of lawlessness in the PRL
created people who diligently collected court rulings and appeals against these rul
ings, and who were convinced that Solidarity must do something for them, redress
their grievances, etc. Only people with high levels of tact and patients were delegated
to work with those kinds of guests. But sometimes, after a few months of practicing
Franciscan humility, even they weren’t able to calmly listen to stories about incredible
discoveries or inventions, or only stories about the wrongdoings suffered sometimes
many years ago, which Solidarity was neither able to verify, nor redress.
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Generack
A generack is not a military rank written incorrectly, but rather, a movie that spent
a lot of time on a rack in a warehouse awaiting its premiere. The cinema, as we all know,
is the most expensive of the arts. An average movie costs a fortune equal to several
dozen cars, a couple of houses, or an oceangoing yacht. The communists put millions
into factories producing selfpropelled cannons, missiles, and tanks, and also into met
alworks that produced steel for these cute devices. But even for them, film budgets
were a significant expense. A movie costs more than a symphony, theatre, or opera,
not to mention novels, poems, or oil paintings. When a production was shelved, they
would therefore look for those guilty of that result, and not only among the creators.
You could lose your job, be brought down from your pedestal, right back among the
grey masses. No official wants to lose their power, even if it is but an illusion.
Therefore, the movie industry during the PRL was under very strict control. Govern
ment officials responsible for film production searched any and all signs of dissidence
among creators, meaning any thought that wasn’t firmly leftist. Which put the creators
in a very difficult position. It turned out as early as the idea searching stage that a whole
group of topics is taboo. The history of Poland was to be stripped of any mentions
regarding tensions with its eastern neighbour. This ban covered the entire thousand
years of Poland’s history, not only the Battle of Warsaw or the January Uprising. This is
why, during the communist rule, the movie adaptation of Sienkiewicz’s “Trilogy” only
had two parts. The screenplay was censored right after it was submitted to the Zespół
Filmowy (an institution responsible for film production). The text was then censored in
the Cinema Committee at the Ministry of Culture and Art and, of course, by the censor
ship. A completed film was censored all the more eagerly. In 1981, for example, a scene
was removed from the “Man of Iron” (Człowiek z żelaza) where the body of Antoniak
(played by Jerzy Trela) – an opposition activist – is fished out of the river. The movie was
shot by Andrzej Wajda – the most prominent artist of the time. As we remember, the
film depicted the genesis of Solidarity. It premiered at the height of the Union’s power.
And even despite all of that, it was vulgarly censored!
The main generacks from before Solidarity included: “Ręce do góry!” [Hands Up]
(1967) by Jerzy Skolimowski, “Meta” [A Place to Crash] (1971) by Antoni Krauze, “Indeks”
[Index] (1977) by Janusz Kijowski, “Długa noc” [A Long Night] (1967) by Janusz Nasfeter,
“Diabeł” [The Devil] (1972) by Andrzej Żuławski, and “Spokój” [Peace] (1977) by Krzysztof
Kieślowski. Some people consider “Zagubione uczucia” [Lost Feelings] (1957) by Jerzy
Zarzycki to also be a generack. A film depicting the life of the workers in Nowa Huta in
a neorealistic style was pulled from cinemas in the 1950s after several days, only to re
turn in 1981. Being kept on the rack gave movies a certain dignity and attracted a huge
audience. It also ennobled its creators. For two Polish directors – Jerzy Skolimowski and
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Andrzej Żuławski – their movies being banned from screening by the censorship was
a prelude to emigrating and pursuing an international career. These apparent benefits
do not change the fact that political censorship demolished national culture, demor
alised creators, and, most importantly, obfuscated history and the reality of the PRL.
It turns out that this was a forwardlooking measure. The idealised, smoothed im
age of the PRL shown in movies is one of the foundations behind the longing for the
socialist Homeland. Indeed, the PRL as depicted in a vast majority of movies of the time
is shown as a sort of paradise lost. In these films, people do what they want, have time
for everything, live well. None have financial troubles. Their only problem is that they
have no problems.
Most generacks were created in 1981–1982. Creators who wanted to use the time
of Great Solidarity and reduced censorship to make movies that could not have been
created earlier. Many of these films went on a rack after martial law began. The most
famous of those is “Przesłuchanie” [Interrogation] by Ryszard Bugajski. After the intro
duction of martial law, the director copied his movie to a Umatic tape and later to VHS.
Illegal “Przesłuchanie” copies were distributed through underground organisations.
This is how the monopoly of the totalitarian state on movie distribution was broken.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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Przemysław Gintrowski (1951–2012)
Chansonnier, musician, composer. High school teacher and lecturer at the Łódź
Film School. He started playing because – as he claimed – the rampant PRL made him
mad. He started his musical education in Tadeusz Reytan High School in Warsaw and
simultaneously, in music school. He was taught political maturity at the very patriotic
“Czarna Jedynka” Scout Troop. A very ambitious student, he frequented Sigma, a club
of the University of Warsaw, where he would spend his nights practicing guitar riffs.
That was also where he first performed. He graduated from the Warsaw University
of Technology with the title of inżynier elektryk [electrical engineer], although he also
studied at a university. He learned about Katyn – in his own words – after graduation.
At the time, he was studying at a PRL high school and had never heard of Zbigniew
Herbert, to whom he later paid tribute by singing his poems. Przemysław Gintrow
ski wanted to express his disagreement with the communist atrocities of 1970 – in his
own words – with his entire person. He searched for texts that captured the tragedy
of the Polish people. In the early 1970s, he discovered the wise and rebellious poetry
of Krzysztof Maria Sieniawski associated with the creators frequenting the University’s
Sigma Club. From there, he moved on to the Remont, a club frequented by students
of the Warsaw University of Technology. Here, he crossed paths with Jacek Kaczmarski.
Neither of them intended to sing in a duet. Over time, however, this seemed to be the
most sensible option. They were brought together by their similar ways of thinking.
Their “Mury” [Walls] programme with the song of the same title, made the two, up to
that time known only to a small elite group, more and more recognisable every day.
Their popularity was confirmed by another programme: “Obława” [Hunt]. They started
a tour with their two programmes at the Teatr na Rozdrożu [Theatre on the Crossroads].
At the end of the 1970s, the people of Warsaw and later, Poland started frequenting
their concerts. Censorship decided it wouldn’t tolerate this rebellious poetry any lon
ger. However, the course of history prevented the marginalisation of either of the artists
which was planned by the communists.
Przemysław Gintrowski entered the year 1980 and the strike period with an infor
mal title of “bard”. This status was especially reinforced after the Gdańsk concert at the
I Przegląd Piosenki Prawdziwej “Zakazane Piosenki” [“Prohibited Songs” 1st True Song
Review]. The success was confirmed by the Actors’ Song Festival (Festiwal Piosenki Ak
torskiej) in Wrocław and the Opole Festival. Invitations to do concerts abroad started
pouring in. They released another record. And the rebels’ song en. “Mury” became an
informal anthem of Solidarity for many years.
Their path to success, both artistic and commercial, ended with the introduction
of martial law. The duet, and later, the trio: Gintrowski, Łapiński, Kaczmarski, ended
their career when martial law began. Later, they played together only on occasion.
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Gintrowski decided to stay in Poland. He performed in private apartments, churches,
and in the Warsaw Archdiocese Museum, where he played a unique concert entitled
“Pamiątki” [Mementos]. As time went by, he became enamoured with poems by Zbi
gniew Herbert, which he decided to sing. Initially, Herbert himself was sceptical to
wards Gintrowski’s work. Later, however, the poet wrote on one of the cards sent to the
composer: “Zbigniew Herbert – Gintrowski’s lyricist”. In the mid1980s, Przemysław Gin
trowski started working with the movie industry. His music can be heard in films such
as “Nadzór” [Oversight] by Wiesław Saniewski, “Ostatni prom” [Last Ferry] by Waldemar
Krzystek, and “Tato” [Dad] by Maciej Ślesicki.

Mateusz Wyrwich
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Józef Cardinal Glemp
I remember how my dad, Jacek Salij, tried, at the beginning of martial law, to explain
to me, an angry youth, that maybe God appointed such a primate to teach us humil
ity. Indeed, intelligentsia calculations indicated other candidates in 1981; there were
talks of Franciszek Macharski, fantasies about Fr. Prof. Józef Tischner, and in the end,
they chose an unrefined curialist. His homily, propagated by the communists, that he
delivered in the Our Lady of Grace Sanctuary on 13 December 1981, with the sentence:
“There is no greater value than human life”, had a huge impact on me.
It didn’t save Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko, nor other priests who were dying in mysteri
ous circumstances at the time of the Round Table negotiations. He didn’t prepare any
ministerial plan for the new millennium, and at the time of John Paul II’s death, he was
acting strangely.
However, for the time being, the Solidarity Carnival was in full swing. After the sol
emn funeral ceremony of the Primate of the Millennium, we saw a new primate, a new
guide. Archbishop Józef Glemp. Completely unknown, associated with nothing mean
ingful. Ineffective, awkward, not a very spiritual face, protruding ears to rival those of
Jerzy Urban. Yeah: it’s hard to fill the shoes of a great man like Wyszyński. In general,
the Church had a hard time picking itself up after its great guides passed away. The
heyday and crisis of the Catholic Church in Poland was, after all, the result of betting on
big personalities.
From the very beginning, Primate Józef Glemp tried to enter big politics and medi
ate between the authorities and Solidarity. However, the decisions on confrontations
and introducing martial law were already made by that time, so Glemp’s mediation,
cooling hot tempers, like for example, support of the decision to suspend the student
strike, all this was of no greater importance, although it certainly proved his goodwill.
Primate Glemp reprimanded radical activists, organised meetings at the highest level,
sent letters. All for naught.
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Guests from the West
As the Solidarity revolution broke out, dozens of TV crews from the West started
flooding into Poland to provide live coverage of the phenomena of the first antiestab
lishment workers’ revolution in the Eastern Block. Sometimes, media outlets reached
out to journalists of Polish origin, who facilitated contact with the workers. One of these
was Tony Halik (1921–1998). During the August strike, he arrived at the Shipyard as a cor
respondent of the USbased NBC. As a wellknown journalist from his programmes
such as “Tam, gdzie pieprz rośnie”, he didn’t have any problems with entering. Western
journalists arrived in Gdańsk, as the capital of the Solidarity movement, accompanied
by very beautiful female translators – usually students of foreign language philology
from Warsaw or Krakow.
Lech Wałęsa was a permanent point of interest. Correspondents lined up at the Sol
idarity leader’s office at Hotel Morski in GdańskWrzeszcz. Sometimes, this fortress of
the Solidarity revolution was descended upon by real stars of international journalism.
When the Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci arrived in the winter of 1981, after the news
about her visit reached the offices, female trade union officials started sneaking out
to admire her big, round, provocative glasses and luxurious mink fur, which she wore
when she arrived in Poland, thinking it’s a country of arctic temperatures. Another ex
otic guest to Gdańsk in 1981 was Günter Grass. At a meeting with the Gdańsk lovers of
his work, he shocked his audience with a remark that the Mother of God icon looked
similar to a portrait of the Marxist activist Rosa Luxemburg. The Polish hosts from Soli
darity were especially embarrassed when, in the autumn of 1980, Poland was descend
ed upon by journalists of the Trotskyist 4th International. They perceived the Solidarity
Revolution as a herald of the grassroots workers’ revolution against statist communism
that was the dream of their patron Lev Trotsky. It was only after they talked with Polish
Solidarity activists that they noticed their lack of enthusiasm for one of the leaders of
the attack on Poland in 1920, and realised how ideologically distant the two groups
were.
Most attractive to the local activists were visits by delegations of wealthy trade
unions from West Germany, the Benelux States, and France. During one of the visits to
the local Solidarity Centre in a fairly rundown barrack which the city authorities allocat
ed to the union, the fibreboard roof collapsed due to the rain. This was a shock for the
foreign guests, so much so that after going back home, they bought a complete set of
office equipment, including telexes and photocopiers, which were very soughtafter at
the time, and sent it to the union activists. The Austrian trade unions showed great gen
erosity towards Gdańsk, and equipped the local Solidarity offices with TV cameras and
postproduction equipment. Western guests played a very important symbolic role, as
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was the case during the Lenin Shipyard strike. They made Solidarity activists aware that
their struggle was observed and supported by the majority of the world’s population.
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Andrzej and Joanna Gwiazda
Andrzej Gwiazda was always different. Against the background of the striking work
ers of the Gdańsk Shipyard, his eight years of seniority over Wałęsa was very visible. In
August 1980, he and Wałęsa were a very good duet. Wałęsa was independent in talks
with the authorities, and the bearded guy in sweater knew how to shut down speeches
by consecutive deputy prime ministers by quoting concrete data. “Gwiazda is speak
ing”, went through the megaphones that transmitted the negotiations, and everyone’s
ears perked up. Workers knew that Gwiazda is about to logically and relentlessly sum
marise the current state of the negotiation. Those who’ve seen him up close, saw how
his life experience affected his attitude. He was a son of a seaman of the Pinsk flotilla, far
on the eastern borderlands. His father was captured by the Germans, a 4yearold An
drzej, together with his mother and grandmother, was taken to a kolkhoz in northern
Kazakhstan. When he came back to the country, he was 11, and had no illusions about
communism. He was thrown out of the university of technology by Stalinists in 1953
and ended up in a factory. Years later, he spoke of a very significant episode. A young
worker who worked next to Gwiazda, due to a lack of attention, dropped a very ex
pensive Swedish power drill that was, as the saying went, “imported for valuable for
eign currency”. When it turned out that it didn’t work anymore, UB (Urząd Bezpieczeń
stwa [Security Bureau]) officers arrived at the factory and whisked the boy away. He was
released from the torture chamber after 5 days. His colleagues claimed that he was
all purple because of the beatings he received. He never returned to work, and three
weeks later, they learned he died. Such life lessons could instil a lifelong aversion to
communism in anyone. In 1956, due to the postStalinism thaw, Gwiazda returned to
school. When, in 1968, as an assistant, he learned about student protests at the Univer
sity of Warsaw, certain that Gdańsk would follow suit, he burst into a lecture hall and
yelled at the top of his lungs: “Students in Warsaw have started”. In response, he heard
several hushed voices: “So what”. He was one of those people on whom December ’70
left a huge impression. He was in a crowd that took over and burned the Voivodeship
Committee of the Communist Party. For people who had suffered various indignities
from the PZPR [Polish United Workers’ Party] for decades, this was a moment of triumph,
something completely new to them, a moment of payback for wrongdoings in the dis
tant and notsodistant past. This moment of satisfaction that the worker is also able
to give the prideful party apparatchiks “a run for their money” was never forgotten by
the shipyard workers. And the subsequent massacre of workers only strengthened this
feeling that, when people get together, the authorities are helpless.
Certainly, there would be no Gwiazda the oppositionist if not for his life partner
– Joanna Duda. It was she who represented the social, leftwing sensitivity in this re
lationship. She’s also from the Kresy region, from Krzemieniec. She joined the party in
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1962, but left after March ’68. She had dreams of making things better, reimagining
socialism into some sort of real social justice. In 1976, together with her husband, she
wrote an open letter to the Sejm in defence of the Workers’ Defence Committee. Af
terwards, she was faithful to KOR activists for many years, up to the 1980s, when she
understood that they bet on Wałęsa in a very cynical way. Without them, the Free Trade
Unions, established in April 1978, would not have been so proworker. In August 1980
– as I’ve already said – Gwiazda was a very good partner for Wałęsa, but as a leader of
the strike, he would not have necessarily succeeded. The distance between the workers
and engineer representatives would surely have had an impact. But in the year of Soli
darity, which began after the strike, Gwiazda faired very well. Again, he was successful
as a tenacious proponent of holding the authorities accountable for their declarations.
At each meeting of the National Commission, he was able to effectively hold Wałęsa
accountable for prevaricating between the Union and the position of the authorities.
Over time, this competition translated into a division: Wałęsa as a supporter of mod
eration and Gwiazda as a proponent of the policy of putting the authorities on the
spot. This conflict became most prominent during the Bydgoszcz crisis. Wałęsa used all
of his cunning to create a situation where, after the conclusion of a compromise with
the authorities that weakened Solidarity, the text of the socalled Warsaw agreement
was read out loud by Gwiazda. This happened despite the fact that the former exile
considered the agreement to be capitulation. He never forgave Wałęsa for deviously
manoeuvring him into an agreement he disagreed with.
For another nine months of Solidarity’s legal operations, until 13 December 1981,
Gwiazda and Wałęsa were rivals. At the Solidarity Congress, he emphasised that: “Soli
darity has withdrawn during the previous year because it has not reacted decisively to
attacks from the government”. After 13 December, the fact that Gwiazda was included
in the socalled seven most aggressive activists of “Solidarity extremism” caused him
to be released from internment very late, on 15 May 1985. He realised that nobody in
tended to reconvene the National Solidarity Commission and has stood in opposition
to Wałęsa ever since. He was one of the most famous critics of the Round Table. The
renaissance of his popularity in 1990–2000 resulted from the contrast of his attitude to
Wałęsa’s. His modest apartment in a block of flats in the Zaspa district of Gdańsk is the
antithesis to Wałęsa’s lavish villa.
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The most memorable were those in Łódź – thousands of female spinners and work
ers protesting in the city centre with “We’re hungry” banners. Regional Solidarity lead
ers organised the marches in protest against the decision of the PRL government of 23
July 1981 on reducing the rations for meat and meat products by onefifth. At the same
time, prices on most foodstuffs were increased. In response, Solidarity announced hun
ger marches.
The first one took place on 25 July 1981 in Łódź and was participated by around
5,000 people. In the following days, similar events took place in Krakow, Nowy Sącz,
Kutno, Przemyśl, Piotrków Trybunalski, Łask, Zduńska Wola, Puławy, Częstochowa, Os
trowiec Świętokrzyski, Bełchatów, Tomaszów Mazowiecki, Zelów, and Szczecin.
The largest hunger march went through one of the main streets of Łódź – Piotr
kowska st. – on 30 July 1981, and attracted approx. 50,000 people, mainly women with
children.
Regardless of the intentions of the Solidarity organisers – hunger marches showed
many people that the Union was ultimately helpless against the increasing arrogance
of the authorities. A fatalistic attitude of “let it all end already” was deliberately stoked
in some of the wornout populace.
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Imprisoned for Beliefs
Defence Committee
There are documents that everyone seems to like to refer to as the peak of human
spirit and goodness. It is difficult to believe, but texts that were fundamental for human
civilisation were also created in the 20th century. These include the “Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights”, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948. As a refresher,
the articles on civil liberties are:
Article 18
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in com
munity with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and observance.

Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes free
dom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information
and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or
through freely chosen representatives.
2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall
be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

One can see at first glance that all Eastern Bloc Countries did not break individual
human rights so much as they were founded on their negation. There was no freedom
of conscience, religion, or association in the PRL. Talk of free access to information in
a country that censored wedding invitations and jammed radio stations was an obvi
ous mockery.
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Another important document is the “Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe”, signed in 1975 in Helsinki. Here is a fragment:
The participating States will respect human rights and fundamental freedoms, in
cluding the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, for all without distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion. They will promote and encourage the effective exer
cise of civil, political, economic, social, cultural and other rights and freedoms all of which
derive from the inherent dignity of the human person and are essential for his free and
full development. Within this framework the participating States will recognise and re
spect the freedom of the individual to profess and practice, alone or in community with
others, religion or belief acting in accordance with the dictates of his own conscience.

The signing of this document by Edward Gierek, the first Secretary of the PZPR,
could only be considered exceptional audacity. Political prisoners stayed in prisons for
the entire PRL era. Initially, there were tens of thousands, then the numbers fluctuated:
grew and fell. The prisons were full of political and social activists, military personnel,
scouts, priests, bishops, journalists, writers, pupils, students, peasants, redubbed for
this occasion as “kulaks”. There were also people who told a joke, sent letters abroad, or
listened to the radio. They were accompanied by Jehovah’s Witnesses and other men
refusing to serve two years in the military.
Initially, the People’s Government bragged about its political success. What it didn’t
brag about was the torture and murder. One exception was the courtsanctioned mur
ders – those, they touted. As time went on, they didn’t have to anymore, people were
afraid as is. In the 1970s, propaganda denied the existence of any sort of political pris
oners. They were able to lie like that because of a very clever manoeuvre. People were
sentenced for the distribution of literature, membership in a secret organisation, or
dissemination of fake news as early as the late 1960s, early 1970s. These were not com
mon crimes. However, after the protests in June 1976, Ursus, Płock, and Radom workers
were being sentenced to many years’ imprisonment for hooliganism and theft, and not
for strikes and protests.
The authorities claimed that there were no political prisoners in the PRL. With one
exception. When in, August 1980, strikers demanded the release of political prisoners,
the “Evening News” (Dziennik Telewizyjny) informed the population that the only polit
ical prisoner in Poland was the German Nazi, Erich Koch – the Gauleiter of East Prussia.
The anchor asked rhetorically: Is it him that those who cause unjustified disruptions of
work mean?
In the 1980 August Agreements, the authorities undertook to release political pris
oners. Practice showed that the communist authorities signed the agreement with the
strikers for the sole purpose of breaking it. As early as 23 September, the leader of the
Confederation of Independent Poland (Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej, KPN), Leszek
Moczulski, was arrested. In the autumn of 1980, other KPN activists – Krzysztof Bzdyl,
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Zygmunt Goławski, Tadeusz Jandziszak, Tadeusz Stański, and Jerzy Sychut – were also
arrested. In January 1981, Romuald Szeremietiew was arrested.
In December 1980, Imprisoned for Beliefs Defence Committees (Komitety Obrony
Więzionych za Przekonania, KOWzaP [IBDC]) started to be established. They were
formed by opposition activists, Solidarity, NZS, and other members of the KPN. These
people organised demonstrations, collected signatures on petitions, organised hunger
protests. As a result of this pressure, the leadership of the Confederation was released
from jail in June 1981. On 15 June, the socalled 1st KPN Trial started. After a month,
they were all arrested again. In August 1981, the authorities, the security service, and
the Citizens’ Militia started harassing and intimidating IBDC activists. These actions
were meant to prevent them from operating. In this situation, the First National Con
vention NSZZ “Solidarity” Delegates decided to consider the Committees as agencies
of the Union. This meant that their activists were protected by the Union as if they were
members thereof.
During martial law, most Committee activists also got to know the inside of a prison.
Political prisoners in Poland again numbered in the thousands. In the summer of 1982,
Leszek Moczulski was a guest of the Mokotów penitentiary. He was held there at the
same time as the former president of the Radio Committee, Maciej Szczepański, tried
for abuse of power. Sometimes they would meet at the “chopping block” (a group cell
used as a waiting room for the inmates awaiting a convoy to take them to court; the
Polish name was “sieczkarnia”). They sat in silence, not talking to each other. When
one of them was called, he would stop next to the other on his way to the exit and say:
“I wish you a fair judgement”. The other one would respond: “Likewise!”. The sevenyear
prison sentence for Leszek Moczulski was definitely not fair.
The last political prisoner of the PRL, journalist, and historian Józef Szaniawski, left
the prison in Barczew on 22 December 1989. Nine days before the Third Polish Republic
was officially established. Three years earlier, Gauleiter Erich Koch, the only man rec
ognised by the PRL authorities as a political prisoner, died in that very same penitentiary.
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Independent Pupils and Scouts
The social awakening that began in the summer of 1980 made its way to pupils.
Even before Solidarity was established, in mid1980, the Confederation of Free People
(Konfederacja Ludzi Wolnych) was established in the community of pupils in Puławy
(mainly the KEN General Secondary School), which was soon transformed into the
Sovereign Youth Agreement (Suwerenne Porozumienie Młodzieży). The organisation
focussed mainly on selfeducation activities, but after the establishment of NSZZ “Soli
darity”, it got involved in supporting the Union’s activities.
In midJanuary 1981, a draft statute for the School Association of Pupils was submit
ted to the Education and Upbringing Superintendent Office. It was created by pupils
of the 1st, 2nd, and 9th General Secondary Schools in Lublin. Their aim was to protect
pupils’ interests in terms of material, educational, and social needs, and to cooperate
closely with the Independent Students’ Association.
The commitment of school youth in the transformation of the country was mani
fested by helping the actions conducted by NSZZ “Solidarity”, e.g. in the morning of 21
March 1981, school youth in Zamość was involved in distributing a special edition of the
MKZ [Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee] Bulletin of the Central and Eastern Region in
Lublin, containing information on accidents in Bydgoszcz to passersby. A significant
event took place on 12 November 1981 in Zamość. On that day, at the 2nd General
Secondary School, during a break between classes, Radosław Sarnicki was arrested by
the Security Service. The detention of a pupil without giving a reason caused outrage
among the teachers and pupils. It was even expressed, among other things, in a let
ter from the main PZPR organisation at the school to the Municipal and Voivodeship
Committee of the PZPR and to the Zamojskie Voivode. After the intervention of the 1st
Secretary of the KW PZPR at the Citizens’ Militia Voivodeship Headquarters, interroga
tion of the pupil was ended before 4:00 p.m. It was only after his arrival at the school
that the teachers and pupils returned to their homes. According to the authorities, the
reason for Sarnicki’s arrest was that he was in possession of KPN (Konfederacja Polski
Niepodległej [Confederation of Independent Poland]) materials and a map of the city of
Zamość, broken down into sectors, with the aim of disseminating KPN propaganda ma
terials. Moreover, traces of his papillary lines were found on KPN leaflets hung around
Zamość.
At the Second General Meeting of Delegates of the Education and Upbringing Sec
tion (24–25 October 1981), a resolution was adopted supporting “actions and initiatives
of youths aimed at increasing the autonomy and selfgovernance of youth organisa
tions in schools”. Young people wanted to act and did act independently and effective
ly as far as their abilities allowed.
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The creation of Solidarity and changes in the country brought the problem of Polish
scouting into the limelight again. This was made easier by the October reporting and
election campaign in the communised Polish Scouting and Guiding Association (ZHP).
The campaign was accompanied by strong criticism of the forms and methods of op
eration and the low activity of teachers in the upbringing of youths. Discussions were
had concerning the model of scouting in secondary schools. The problems of youth
advocacy, which up to that point was fiction, were raised. A proposition was made to
go back to the name of Senior Scout Troops (Drużyny Starszoharcerskie). It was posited
to keep the organisation apolitical, sovereign, autonomous, and independent. The sit
uation of the Scout Districts (Hufce Harcerskie) in Lublin and Puławy was influenced by
the activity of the “Zawisza” Instructor Circle (Krąg Instruktorski “Zawisza”), associating
youths from secondary schools, where the core staff was comprised of instructorsstu
dents of the Catholic University of Lublin (KUL). In January 1981, the “Zawisza” Circle in
Lublin had 40 members, including 36 pupils of Lublin secondary schools who led ZHP
troops in primary schools. The chair of the Circle was the Scoutmaster Michał Bobrzyń
ski, an employee of KUL, and a very active instructor – Krzysztof Stanowski, a student at
the KUL History Department. The “Zawisza” Circle was part of the National Małkowski
Association of Scout Instructor Circles (Porozumienie Kręgów Instruktorów Harcerskich
im. Małkowskiego). Its members were all known for their high level of scouting skills.
They worked closely with NSZZ “Solidarity”. In midJanuary 1981, the “Zawisza” Circle
issued and distributed the first number of the “Zawiszak” newspaper. A similar newspa
per was published by a troop in Puławy.
On 25 April 1981, scout instructors – members of the “Zawisza” Circle – not able to
accept the ideological subordination of ZHP to the communist PZPR, kept up by the 7th
ZHP Convention, announced their departure from ZHP structures and at the same time
decided to continue the scouting activities independently. A declaration was issued:
“We believe that the socalled renewal in an official ZHP, abundant with spectacular
gestures, meant only for propaganda effect, is aimed at masking the efforts of the ZHP
authorities to maintain the professional organisational apparatus within the existing
structures and its domination, and, most importantly, the exclusive subordination of
the scouts to the atheist ideology foreign to most of Polish society. We believe that an
independent scouting movement, free of ideology and political influence, genuine in
its actions, has the chance to become a significant factor in upbringing children and
youths”.
The chair of the “Zawisza” Circle wrote to the InterEnterprise Founding Commit
tee of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the CentralEastern Region to support the initiative and to
have the future Solidarity Regional Board take patronage over independent scout
ing. Solidarity responded with a Resolution of the 1st General Meeting of Delegates
obliging the new regional authorities of Solidarity to take over patronage and even to
ensure “proper conditions to conduct activities”. Independent scouting started pub
lishing its own newspapers. From October 1981 onwards, the Lublin “Zawiszak” had
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the subheading: “Biuletyn Komisji Społecznej ds. Wychowania Harcerskiego przy ZR
NSZZ ‘Solidarność’ w Lublinie” [Bulletin of the Social Commission for Scout Upbringing
with the ZR NSZZ “Solidarity” in Lublin]. The paper was published by the Board of the
CentralEastern Solidarity Region. Almost at the same time, since 24 December 1980,
the “Zawiszak. Niezależne pismo Drużyn Zawiszackich Liceum Ogólnokształcącego im.
A.J. Czartoryskiego w Puławach” [Independent Paper of “Zawisza” Scout Troops of the A.J.
Czartoryski General Upper Secondary School in Puławy “Zawiszak”] was being published
in Puławy, and since MarchApril 1981, it was rebranded to “Pismo Drużyn Zawiszackich
L.O. im. A.J. Czartoryskiego i L.O. im. KEN w Puławach” [Paper of the “Zawisza” Scout
Troops of the A.J. Czartoryski General Upper Secondary School and the KEN Upper Secondary School in Puławy]. In November 1981, the title of the newspaper was completely re
vised into: “Zgrzyt. Pismo młodzieży wydawane przy drużynach NRH I i II L.O.” [Screech.
Youth Paper Published by Troops with the Supreme Scouting Council at the 1st and 2nd Upper Secondary Schools] (six issues were published).

Paweł Janowski
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Independent Students’ Association
The first picture that comes to mind when I think of the NZS (Niezależne Zrzeszenie
Studentów [Independent Students’ Association])? Two delegates of the Warsaw Universi
ty of Technology trying to wrestle a mandate from each other’s hands when trying to
pass some act during deliberations of the Warsaw tertiary school’s representative body.
They are fighting for real and kind of brutally, one slams the other against a table and
twists his arm trying to snatch a piece of cardboard from his hand. Yeah, the beginnings
of postAugust democracy in Poland were difficult. And after all, the NZS – appointed
as a counterbalance for the Socialist Union of Polish Students (Socjalistyczny Związek
Studentów Polskich, SZSP) as a natural continuation of the Student Committee of Soli
darity (Studencki Komitet Solidarności, SKS) – was an organisation where all of the com
plications from creating something new conflated. The big student strikes – the one in
Łódź (during the winter exam session and holidays!) and later, the one in Radom, that
broke out in connection with local conflicts and ambitions – were coordinated quite
clumsily since the national NZS structure was kind of strange, loose, so the strikes end
ed in failure: vague promises, mediation by adults. The whole thing didn’t make much
sense. Well, but they were, probably, necessary, democracy’s labour pains.
Sometimes, the NZS abbreviation was mistaken with NSZ (Narodowe Siły Zbrojne
[National Armed Forces]) and it was entirely justified: NZS was an openly antisocialist
organisation. It wasn’t created to facilitate dialogue and compromise with the authori
ties (this game was sometimes played by student selfgovernment activists), but to be
an element of the counterrevolution – as it would be called in the communist press.
Joining the NZS, and later, participating in student strikes, meant breaking through
a barrier of fear for many people. Because fear didn’t automatically stop after 31 August
1980. I remember a story told to me by a friend who arrived from Białystok in October
1980 to study at the PWST (Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Teatralna [National Academy of
the Dramatic Arts]) in Warsaw, how he tried to sign the first protestation letter – and
there were a lot of letters being signed at the time, just like there were a lot of votes
and referendums – illegibly in order to avoid consequences if things went south. After
wards, he became an active fighter against communism. In any case, I think it was Kazik
Staszewski who mentioned in a press interview about his joining the student strike (in
the autumn of 1981!) as a breakthrough.
The Independent Students’ Association was headed to a large extent by people who
already had their entries in the SB archives: SKS activists, collaborators of the Workers’
Defence Committee (KOR), student activists. In SGGW [Warsaw University of Life Sciences], the Confederation of Independent Poland was the strongest, and its members were
at the head of the grand march in defence of the incarcerated Leszek Moczulski and his
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friends. KOR dominated the University of Warsaw, and it was that NZS that organised
the great session of March ’68.
Many things succeeded: publishing underground press, but also independent pub
lication libraries, publishing activities (at our department, we printed the “AIC Bulletin”
(Biuletyn CIA), i.e. a bulletin of the Academic Information Centre (Centrum Informacji
Akademickiej), active fight to change the curriculum – resistance against mandatory
ideological classes (some sort of political economy, Marxist philosophy), and manda
tory Russian language courses, the attempt of liquidating the military training corps
(studium wojskowe), and finally, launching a student strike in the autumn of 1981.
After 13 December, the University’s NZS dissipated into underground Solidarity. Yes,
there were also legal, semilegal, and illegal actions: taking over student selfgovern
ments, creating selfstudy groups, academic circles, short strikes of some sort, of course
aggressive distribution of underground publications, and participating in Churchin
fluenced counterculture, but probably the most important result of the Carnival trans
ferred into the martial law period was the multitude of contacts and friendships that
resulted in a great ability to operate in the underground.
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John Paul II
Unlike the Primate of the Millennium, he was much better at gauging the meaning
of August ’80 and didn’t embarrass himself with awkward statements. Well yes, but it
was his portrait that found its way onto the flowery gate of the Gdańsk Shipyard re
sembling altars prepared by the faithful for Corpus Christi. That wasn’t by accident. Our
world leader, our man in the Vatican, our mentor and guide was also to be the guaran
tor of our inviolability. He woke up and inflated the common emotions, he prayed for
a renewal of the land, this land, so he was also seen as a defender and patron of what
was happening to us…
His pilgrimage to Poland in 1979 was a great national awakening. At that time, I was
running around euphorically, wearing my blue safety personnel cap, directing traffic of
the faithful at Plac Zwycięstwa and lugging buckets of water for those participating in
the Holy Mass, standing in the sun. The next day, before the Mass at the church of St.
Anne, I kissed his ring when he approached our group in high school tshirts and asked
about what the “Reytan” inscription meant. I was genuinely surprised that the Pope
didn’t know a high school with such a long tradition.
Later, a few of us followed him to Krakow. It was the first time I flew in an airplane,
it turned out to be quite cheap, because we had some discounts (maybe a discount
for school kids?). But generally, June 1979 was a time of great festivities. To celebrate
the Pope’s pilgrimage, shops were stocked with cans of CocaCola (with inscriptions
in German), albeit for a short time, and you could buy the doublesided single by the
Beetles, distributed by Tonpress and with the cover designed by Waldemar Świerzy.
The Heavens descended upon the Earth.
Well, yeah, however in the PRL, the Pope was only semilegal. If a school newspa
per included a welcome note for him, its author was threatened with expulsion (the
fact that some of those texts included deliberations about the end of communism was
a whole other matter). A serious investigation was also conducted in connection with
a white and yellow flag someone hoisted on the mast in front of the school.
And now his portrait was hanging on the Shipyard’s gate, Lech Wałęsa signed the
Gdańsk Agreement with a huge pen with the Pope’s picture on it, and a couple of
months later, the Solidarity delegation paid tribute to him, bringing a model of the
Fallen Shipyard Workers Monument to the Holy See.
The relationship with His Holiness was incredible. And I mean, the Pope could also
be proud of us. Because the energy of Solidarity, the great spiritual revival, was also in
spiring to him. That’s why the shots that rang out on St. Peter’s Square on 13 May 1981
were taken very personally by everyone. As an attack on us, something we held most
sacred, our leader. Holy Mass and services were obvious. I remember that organised
prayer at Warsaw University was not subject to any procedures and didn’t require any
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sort of permits: it was an impulse of the heart that everyone understood. A few days
later, the Cracow NZS responded magnificently by organising a White March. These
were also obvious, spontaneous, and natural.
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July Agreements
in the Lubelskie Region
July turned out to be a breakthrough month not only in the Lubelskie region, but
also throughout Poland. On 1 July 1980, an increase in prices on certain types of meat
products was introduced in enterprise buffets throughout the country by decision
of the “Społem” Association of Food Cooperatives (Związek Spółdzielni Spożywców
“Społem”). The communists, remembering 1976, did not introduce it by government
order nor by parliamentary resolution. Communism started to falter economically and
the PRL authorities had to adopt some sort of austerity programme. They hoped that
the increase would be more calmly accepted during the summer holidays, which is why
they decided to introduce it in July. The communists were surprised by the workers’
reaction. On the same day, strikes broke out in WSK “PZLMielec”, “Ursus” Mechanical
Plant in Warsaw, “Pomet” Metallurgical Plant in Poznań, “Autosan” Bus Factory in Sanok,
the “Ponar–Tarnów” Specialised Machine Tool Factory, and among drivers of Branch
VII of the “Transbud” Company in Tarnobrzeg, who were working at the construction
site of the “Połaniec” Power Station. These were still fragmented protests, which were
quickly “sorted out”, heeded individually.
Paradoxically, it was the quick submission to the workers’ demands that encouraged
other enterprises to go on strike. On 3 and 4 July, the strike in WSK Mielec, ZM “Ursus”
and its subsidiaries was continued, and partly continued in the “Polmo” Car Transmis
sion Factory in Tczew. On 3 July, strikes also broke out in: the Frame Shop of the Gdańsk
Shipyard, Pomet Enterprise in Poznań, Computer and Measuring Technologies Science
and Production Centre in Warsaw, Department of the “Zelos” CRT Factory in Piasecz
no n. Warsaw, part of the Zelmot Enterprise in Warsaw, Rolling Mill in Śrem (branch
of Hipolit Cegielski Enterprise in Poznań), “Ponar–Reso” Machine Tool Repair Plant in
Żyrardów, and the “Polmos” Spirits Distillery. On 4 July, a strike broke out in the General
Construction Company in Tarnów. The first wave of July strikes ebbed. On 5 July, the
last striker groups in WSK Mielec gradually returned to work. Individual strikes took
place across the country throughout July. However, they never reached the same scale
as they did in the Lubelskie region.
The strikes in the Lubelskie region began on 8 July at 9:30 a.m. by the protest of the
crew of the “PZLŚwidnik” Communications Equipment Factory, when they interrupted
the work of the Mechanical Treatment Department. After breakfast, the rebellion had
already spread throughout the entire hall 1, where three mechanical departments were
located. At 11:00 a.m., production crews in other departments also stopped working
(approx. 3,000 people). At approximately 12:30 p.m., the entire crew was on strike, and
at around 3:00 p.m., over 90% of the first shift left their posts. The strike was saved by
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small groups of protesters who remained and spread the protest to the second shift.
Management, along with party activists, took retaliatory action, creating a 200person
group of strikebreakers.
On the second day of the strike, WSK departments – mechanical, assembly, and tool
room – did not work. The strike included around 4,000 people. The telephone switch
board was blocked, shutting communications with the outside. Despite this, more than
2,000 people gathered at 10:00 a.m. and a crew rally started. The number of protesters
was increasing. In the face of the growing strike, the voivode informed about restoring
prices from before 8 July in factory kiosks and buffets and promised to improve the
range, quality, and quantity of supplies.
Workers dispersed to their departments and wrote down their demands there –
a total of 568. About 3:00 p.m., the first shift left the enterprise, but the second shift
continued the strike. Pressure to end it was constant. Protesters often repeated the ar
gument that “they didn’t stop working first and they won’t be the first to start working
again”. On 10 July, when people came to work, they found messages in their depart
ments on the new payrolls declared on the previous day. In the morning, the commis
sion for crew applications put them in order. Ultimately, the list of demands included
110 points, addressed to the plant’s management, and the heads of the city, voivode
ship, and central authorities.
Workers selected their representation for talks with the authorities. On 11 July at 9:00
a.m., on the fourth day of the strike, 250 crew representatives met in the conference
room. The composition of the Stoppage Committee was reelected. At the same time,
approx. 1,000 people gathered in front of the management building, with Enterprise
Council and Stoppage Committee members going out to meet them. Zofia Bartkiewicz
of the Stoppage Committee Presidium called on the assembled to go back to work,
justifying it with the need to avoid further losses and the fact that the crew’s demands
are being considered and will be implemented successively. The situation was saved
by Zbigniew Puczek, who managed to get out of the office building and proposed to
reelect delegates of departments (7 people from each: at least 3 people to talk to man
agement, at least 3 to keep order, and 1 person to maintain communication).
Although the authorities demanded that negotiations be opened immediately, new
elections were held in under an hour. The strikers tried to force management to issue
new badges so that the orderkeeping teams could remove people who weren’t part
of the crew, i.e. SB officers.
Negotiations started, which lasted 8 hours and ended with signing an agreement
that ended the strike. It is probably the first written agreement between the commu
nist PRL authorities and strikers. After 81 hours of striking, WSK Świdnik employees
went back to work.
Meanwhile, the avalanche of strikes in the Lubelskie region started on the second
day of the strike in Świdnik. On 9 July, the “Agromet” Farm Equipment Factory launched
its protest, where 70 employees stopped working for 3 hours due to disagreements
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over pay. On 10 July, the protest encompassed the majority of employees (approx.
1,200 people). Workers’ demands were mainly concerned with improving the pay situ
ation and keeping meat product prices at the previous level. On 10 July, the Agriculture
Mechanisation Repair and Production Enterprise in Lublin (Zakład NaprawczoProduk
cyjny Mechanizacji Rolnictwa) also went on strike. It was about 50 first shift employees,
who, in the submitted petition and during discussions with management, demanded
improvements in the supply of foodstuffs, the restoration of former retail prices, and
the liquidation of commercial stores. There were also demands concerning wage and
social issues. The management persuaded the second shift employees to resume work
on a conditional basis.
In addition, on 10 July, a strike broke out at the Lublin Car Repair Enterprise (Lubel
skie Zakłady Naprawy Samochodów, LZNS). It encompassed approx. 900 people. The
workers demanded a 40% increase in wages, improved food supply, improved social
conditions, and guaranteed statutory days off from work on Saturdays. The crew did
not want to send representatives to the negotiations, fearing that these people would
then be made redundant. The talks did not result in a resumption of work. On 11 July,
the second day of the strike, LZNS employees rejected the promise of the reunification
director to introduce minimum wage increases. During the first shift, the strike encom
passed 770 people, with 300 refraining from work during the second shift. Through
discussions with activists and selected employees, the authorities tried to resume the
work of two departments without success.
On 12 July, on the third day of the LZNS strike, heads of departments and foremen
convinced the workers of the need to appoint crew representatives for talks with the
management. After dispelling the concerns, a representative group was organised in
the carpentry workshop of the Assembly Department. At 8:20 a.m., the demands were
prepared: introduction of the fifth wage table, 25% fixed bonus, proper supply of the
city with foodstuffs, compensation of family allowances up to the level applicable in
the Citizens’ Militia and the Armed Forces, no punishment for participation in the strike,
change of the Enterprise Council and selection of a new one that is independent of
management, wage payment for the days of the strike from the pool of trade unions,
the introduction of statutory free Saturdays, regardless of the implementation of the
plan, and improvement of social conditions.
In parallel with the talks, the authorities used party activists to break the solidarity
of the strikers. Selected employees were individually called to the office building and
persuaded to resume work. At 11:20 a.m. in the Jelcz 315 truck repair hall, a group of per
suaded employees tries to start work. This was thwarted by the intervention of around
200 workers. Another attempt to break the strike took place at the handover point for
fixed buses. As a preventive measure, the workers used Jelcz trucks to block the gate
and entryway to the warehouses. Saturday negotiations with the management end in
failure. On 12 July, strikes also broke out in the subsidiaries of the enterprise.
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On 10 July, in the Truck Factory in Lublin (Fabryka Samochodów Ciężarowych w Lu
blinie), the largest enterprise in the region, discontent was growing among the workers
of the pressing and assembly departments after they learned about their bonuses be
ing cut from 28 to 15 percent. On 11 July, at 6:00 a.m., the Pressing Department went on
strike. Talks between management and the crew assembled in the staff room yielded
no results. In the following hours, the strike was joined by other departments: around
1,000 first shift workers and 600 (out of 800) second shift workers went on strike. During
the third shift, all production departments stopped working. The socially responsible
attitude of the crew was evidenced by the work of the heat and power department,
which provided hot water to the residents of Lublin, as well as that of the employees
operating furnaces for heat treatment (extinguishing them would have resulted in
huge losses for the enterprise). Return to work was conditional on a written agreement.
Employees received rises of PLZ 1,000 and the Minister of Machinery Industry guaran
teed the safety of the strikers. After the agreement was signed at about 1:00 p.m., the
crew returned to work.
Similar things were happening every day across the Lubelskie Region. 11 July – ap
prox. 150 employees of the Mechanical Department in the “Puławy” Nitrogen Enter
prises (Zakłady Azotowe “Puławy”) stopped working, and 4 days later the strike had
already spread to include 1,000 first shift workers from the five auxiliary departments
and the transport department, who all demanded pay raises. 12 July – 420 employees
of Lublin Meat Enterprises (Lubelskie Zakłady Mięsne) went on strike after submitting
a demand for a 20% pay raise the day before. 14 July – around 200 first shift workers of
Lublin Poultry Enterprises (Lubelskie Zakłady Drobiarskie) stopped working, demand
ing pay raises. After the increase in wages, the second shift resumed work. 11, 12 and
14 July – PP “Polmozbyt” service stations in Lublin went on strike demanding pay rises,
improvement of social conditions, and lowering of foodstuff prices. The management
announced wage increases.
On 15 July, the authorities reported with concern that “attempts have been made
by nonemployees to enter the premises of certain enterprises”. On 16 July, strikes
broke out in 32 enterprises in Lublin and the Lubelskie Voivodeship, participated by
over 8,000 people. As the Minister of the Interior stressed, the spread of the strikes
was linked to the widespread permeation of information to the crews about successful
strikes on previous days and the authorities fulfilling many of the crews’ demands con
cerning wages and social conditions. 16 July, 7:15 a.m. – a strike breaks out at the PKP
AllClass Locomotive Depot (Lokomotywownia Pozaklasowa PKP) in Lublin. The city
ground to a halt the next day when public transport employees also went on strike.
Driver strikes resulted in the suspension of Lublin’s supply of foodstuffs, with the
exception of the supply of milk to nurseries and kindergartens. The strike included: the
“Bursaki” District Dairy Cooperative (Okręgowa Spółdzielnia Mleczarska), “Herbapol”
Lublin Herbal Enterprises (Lubelskie Zakłady Zielarskie), “Transbud” Lublin Branch,
“Elektromot” Motor Vehicle Enterprises (Zakłady Przemysłu Motoryzacyjnego) in
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Lublin, and the Lublin Waterworks and Sewage Enterprises (Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo
Wodociągów i Kanalizacji w Lublinie).
On 17 July, according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, strikes in Lublin and the
Lubelskie Voivodeship covered approx. 40 enterprises. Enterprise and state authori
ties became seriously concerned about the consequences. The wave of protests was
spreading and became impossible to stop. Small enterprises and small towns also went
on strike – the entire Lubelskie Region stopped working.
Each day, however, with new agreements being signed, the situation was slowly
returning to normal. From 21 July, the wave of strikes decreased, and on 25 July, all
enterprises in the Lubelskie Region resumed operations. The strike atmosphere per
sisted for around a dozen days more. The Lublin July strikes encompassed approx. 160
enterprises, mainly in the territory of the Lubelskie Voivodeship at that time, most of
which (90) were located in the city of Lublin itself. Furthermore, to a lesser extent, the
strike wave also covered what were then the Chełmskie, Bialskopodlaskie, and Zamoj
skie Voivodeships. The number of strikers is estimated at more than 60,000 (this issue
requires detailed research). Against the background of all of the July strikes in the coun
try (177 enterprises, 81,000 strikers), the size of the Lublin July ones was so much more
than what the communist authorities had encountered previously.
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July Price Increase
and Down-to-Earth Demands
The July 1980, strikes in the Lubelskie region, like in other areas, were spontaneous
and a direct response to the price increases introduced. Their underlying cause was
dissatisfaction with the growing nuisance of daily life: empty store shelves, standing in
lines for hours on end, lack of basic necessities (food, hygiene products, clothing, foot
wear, etc.). For several years, the working class was preparing to speak up about social
and labour issues, which were in flagrant contradiction with the officially proclaimed
“wealth” of the “worker” state. It is also worth noting that the July wave of strikes hap
pened without inspiration and participation of the political opposition.
Workers demanded a reduction in pay differences, an increase of the lowest wag
es, an increase in family allowances, clear criteria for redeployment, an extension of
paid maternity leave, a unification of the retirement pension system, a reduction in
working time for mothers of children up 8 years of age to 6 hours, the disclosure of
criteria for the distribution of material goods, and the improvement of social benefits.
Other matters concerned: improving the supply of foodstuffs in local shops (especial
ly meat), revoking price increases, stopping the sale of domestic products in PEWEX
stores, maintaining vouchers for sugar, and introducing vouchers for industrial prod
ucts which were missing in shops, and eliminating corruption in healthcare.
In addition, there was a demand to improve social conditions and guarantee stat
utory free Saturdays, protect strikers from dismissal, replace enterprise councils and
elect new ones, independent of management, pay wages for the days of the strike from
the pool of trade unions, make trade unions independent of the administration and
party apparatus, and enable “printing everything that is important in political and eco
nomic life in the press”. Generally, it was about bread and freedom, dignity and justice.
During the Lublin July, approximately 1,200 motions and demands were lodged.
The vast majority of those were inhouse, social, and economic in nature. Some, howev
er, went beyond this horizon. It was in July that Lublin workers called for the introduc
tion of free Saturdays, which was at the time rejected by the authorities, but later put
on the list of 21 demands of the Gdańsk August. A breach in the system at the time was
the general demand to equalise family allowances with those for the Citizens’ Militia
and military. For the first time, the role of trade unions was undermined and they were
accused of dependence on the authorities.
The end of the strike in WSK Świdnik by signing the first written agreement be
tween the authorities and worker representatives was a precedent in the history of
social conflicts of the PRL, and paved the way for a similar resolution of subsequent pro
tests. The peaceful resolution to the protests in the Lubelskie region, achieved through
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negotiation, became an inspiration to start a betterorganised and furtherreaching
strike in the Gdańsk Shipyard, which later spilled out across the coast.
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Jacek Kaczmarski (1957–2004)
Writer, poet and, above all, chansonnier. Author of several hundred songs and po
ems. He recorded several dozen albums, both solo and as part of the Kaczmarski, Gin
trowski, Łapiński trio. He wrote patriotic songs. He was called the bard of Solidarity,
although he never accepted that honour. He believed that, on the one hand, it impov
erished, reduced his artistic emploi, and on the other hand, that he did not deserve such
a distinction.
He was brought up by his grandparents – communists – although his parents –
leftleaning painters – lived less than a kilometre away. He often felt rejected, lonely.
He was drawn to people. Sometimes, he would retreat within himself and shut down.
During various periods of his short 50year life, he would – as he freely admitted –
drown that feeling in alcohol. He also considered booze as a stress reliever. He started
to create his toughguy persona as early as his school days, but he wasn’t very good at
it. In fact, he was a very timid guy. He loved to play bridge and chess. Witty, intelligent,
with a great sense of humour. Thanks to his successes in the Polish Language Olympics,
he was able to enrol in university without entrance exams, learning under an individual
programme, which in the PRL was an extraordinary distinction foreshadowing a bril
liant scientific career. Kaczmarski, however, chose to educate others through the poetry
that he sang.
In 1977, he and Piotr Gierak received the first prize at the Student Song Festival in
Wrocław; the next year he won individually. That put him in an elite, in its own way,
independent Pod Egidą Cabaret run by Jan Pietrzak. He regarded this to be a great hon
our. In the Remont students’ club, he met Przemysław Gintrowski and later, Zbigniew
Łapiński. In 1978, they recorded the “Mury” programme, and one year before August
’80 – “Raj” and “Muzeum”, which brought them to the peak of their popularity.
He considered the 16 months he spent with Solidarity to be the happiest in his life.
However, he was very concerned about being labelled a poet, political chansonnier.
“I tried to inform people that what was happening in Poland at the time isn’t unique,
that it’s just another stage in a series of historical experiences”, he said in 2001. “I ex
pressed it in ‘Muzeum’, which was, for me, the most important summary of my artistic
achievements. My spiritual and intellectual maturity”.
The years of the first emigration of the martial law period, although very creatively
rich, he regarded as an emigrant’s loneliness. He once said that now he understands
how horrible it must’ve been for the fleeing insurgents he sang about. Those from the
time of the partition, those from the Soviet occupation. He recorded a lot, and his tapes
were widely, albeit illegally, distributed all around Poland. However, many of his fans
turned away from him, deciding that by emigrating, he had betrayed Poland. He held
a grudge against them for that for many years. In 1983, he started working with Radio
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Free Europe, and “Kwadrans Jacka Kaczmarskiego” [Jacek Kaczmarski’s Quarter Hour]
introduced a year later, attracted thousands of listeners. After many years, when he
was generalising about his emigration period, during one interview, he said: “That was
the time when I was mainly shaped as an artist. By performing for Polish communities
around the world, I got to know many people from the era of the Second Polish Repub
lic, who were its elite, and who were completely unknown to me, because we never
learned about them in school”.
However, after returning from emigration, he was unable to acclimatise himself in
Poland after 1989. Although he gave many performances with Gintrowski and Łapiński,
although he had many fans, he felt that they didn’t take away the same thing from his
poetry that they did during the martial law period or earlier. A trip to Australia was to
be a remedy for all of his ailments and disappointments. He wanted this time to be like
a severalyear holiday. However, he returned at the end of the 1990s, since he was one
of those artists who had the most success in their country of birth.
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Katyn Valley
The Powązki Military Cemetery in Warsaw includes two monuments to the people
murdered by the Soviets. Both are right next to the Gloria Victis monument commem
orating the victims of the Warsaw Uprising. Both are in the socalled Katyn Valley. One
was erected by the communists in 1985. The false inscription placed on it reads that
Polish soldiers in Katyn were murdered by the Germans in 1941.
The second monument had a truthful inscription that Polish soldiers were murdered
by the Soviets in 1940. Its creation is connected with four brothers who designed, man
ufactured, and erected it in 1981, putting the writing that the crime was committed by
the Soviets. The four brothers are Andrzej, Arkadiusz, Sławomir, and Stefan Melak from
Warsaw. Stefan died in a plane crash near Smolensk in 2010 en route to Katyn.
The brothers were inspired to erect the monument in 1978 by the chaplain of the
Warsaw Uprising, Fr. Wacław Karłowicz, who was their mentor when it came to history.
Work on the monument was planned very thoroughly. First, the Melaks’ nephew came
up with the design. In 1979, the Underground Katyn Committee was established. Apart
from the Melak brothers, it was composed of, among others, Fr. Wacław Karłowicz and
Wojciech Ziembiński. In the same year, discreet talks began with Warsaw stonemasons,
who were envisaged to actually make the individual pieces of the monument – in a way
that none of them would catch on to what they were working on. A metalwork work
shop was tasked with manufacturing some of the letters and a 200kilogram chain that
was supposed to go around the monument. Every few weeks, pieces of the monument
were delivered to Arkadiusz Melak’s allotment. At the end of 1980, when the Solidarity
revolution gave everyone a sense of freedom, the 10tonne monument was ready for
assembly. It was decided that it would be installed in the Powązki Cemetery in July 1981
– one day before the anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising. Earlier, youths from the NZS
and independence organisations from several cities far away from the capital were con
tracted to help in the works. None of the volunteers knew what the work was about.
They believed that they would be cleaning up the graves of the insurgents. In order not
to raise the suspicion of the caretakers, the pieces of the monument were delivered to
the cemetery by a truck belonging to the city cleaning services. Unloading the granite
pieces began without any trouble. After a short time, the cemetery director arrived.
Although confused by the whole situation, he didn’t obstruct the assembly. One hour
later, SB officers arrived, but they didn’t interrupt either. At the end of the works, the
assembly team sang the National Anthem. During the afternoon holy mass at the War
saw Cathedral, Fr. Wacław Karłowicz announced that the monument was assembled. At
night, however, it was dismantled by SB officers. On 1 August, Stefan Melak informed
the people gathered at the Katyn Valley about the disassembly. Its disappearance was
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reported to the prosecutor’s office, but the investigation was discontinued. The monu
ment was only recovered in 1989.
The Warsaw authorities only allowed it to be reerected in 1995. However, even in
the Third Polish Republic, communist apparatchiks decided to revoke the decision of
the capital’s local government and to prevent the dismantling of the false monument
and putting the one built by the Melak brothers in its place. Prime Minister Józef Oleksy
and the Council of Minister’s Chief of Staff, Marek Borowski, both on the political left, is
sued letters to halt the dismantling of the false monument and assembly of the one by
the Melak brothers. For a few months, there was a tugofwar between the “reimagined
communist” and the Katyn Committee monuments. As a result, the Katyn Valley today
has two monuments. The one from the communist era, with its side facing the one by
the Melak brothers. And, parallel to the Gloria Victis monument, the monument of the
Underground Katyn Committee by the Melak brothers.
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”Laborem exercens”
The second encyclical by John Paul II, “On Human Work”, was announced on 14 Sep
tember, the day when the 1st National Congress of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” held
two rounds of deliberations in Gdańsk (5–10 September and 26 September – 7 October
1981). It was a real festival for freedom – a great, turbulent, fascinating, and wonderful
event. For the young journalist I was at the time – it was the only one of its kind. The
Congress began with a Holy Mass celebrated by the new primate, Józef Glemp. Fr. Józef
Tischner, a friend of John Paul II’s, was the chaplain of the congress. It was his sermon
that met with the most applause and was debated the most. There was no doubt that
Fr. Tischner spoke, as it were, by mandate of the Pope himself, although nobody said
that. In addition, Fr. Tischner talked about work – its dignity, its independence, its com
munitycreating nature. This sermon was included in the congress’ official documents
by unanimous decision.
And when the news about the new encyclical went out into the world, there was
the feeling that it was a response to Solidarity, and at the same time that it grew out of
it, although it was announced on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the “Rerum
novarum”, an important encyclical by Leon XIII. John Paul II’s encyclical shows that hu
man work is an activity through which a person transcends themselves and changes
the world – makes it subject to them. Man appointed by God to work participates in the
Creator’s activity. Work is for man, not the other way around.
In “Laborem exercens”, the Pope clearly indicates the priority of man and his work
over capital, and the priority of spiritual values over material ones. Experts claim that
it is the most singleminded encyclical in the history of the Catholic Church’s social
thought. It repeats the phrase “work gospel” and, at the same time, it’s the most per
sonal one, because the Pope used his own experience of physical labour from his
youth. The encyclical was and remains a great intellectual support for free trade unions
understood as a “movement of social solidarity”.
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Mediators
At the beginning of the 1980s, the public had almost no communication with the
authorities. The division was strict. Of course, the workers did not keep practically any
contacts with the intelligentsia. There were no neighbourly relations. People, troubled
by everyday life, found it hard to uphold even the few familial or friendly relations in
their lives. Restaurants in today’s sense of the word did not exist yet, nor did the tradi
tion of meeting up for a barbecue, which today seems utterly impossible. Most peo
ple lived with the belief that one’s only support network was the immediate family.
Of course, it was assumed that the people you met in church, for example, were trust
worthy. However, for the sake of one’s calmness, it was better to just sit quietly and not
engage with anyone.
The authorities, and people working with the authorities, were seen as hostile be
ings, a part of the oppressive system. That was not entirely unfounded. Apart from
members of the party, there were also open and secret collaborators for the Citizens’
Militia and Security Service. After Solidarity was created, the division between “us” and
“them” was completely in the open. Subsequent crises provoked by the authorities –
arresting KPN members, Jan Narożniak, the Bydgoszcz crisis, machinations with food
prices etc. – only served to deepen the division.
A crisis was a time when mediators were especially needed. People who were trust
worthy for both sides, who, at least in theory, were liaisons and not representing the
position of one of the parties. Even potential mediators were not that many. The re
quirements they had to fulfil were extremely high. First of all, they had to be public
persons, and at the same time credible, or at least noncompromised. They also had
to be credible for the other side. Meaning – no preAugust opposition activists or any
other intraparty training subjects or any sort of villains from scandal sheets of the time.
Secondly, mediators had to have command of at least two languages that were foreign
to them. On the one hand was the party newspeak, and on the other, Polish as used
by workers and peasants. Thirdly, mediators needed to be able to talk – long enough
to tire out both sides of the conflict. Finally, being able to go without sleep or food for
hours on end was an additional advantage. People who met these and many other
requirements were, as mentioned earlier, very few and far between.
Mediators would usually be a few credible journalists, rectors of tertiary schools
(unless they were relics of preAugust times, i.e. representatives of the government
engaged in the conflict), priests, and bishops. Stefan Bratkowski, president of the Pol
ish Journalists’ Association (Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich), elected as part of
a series of changes, went down in history as a mediator. In December 1980, Bratkowski
defused a serious crisis that could have even resulted in a general strike. The journalist
bailed out Jan Narożniak, an arrested employee of the Mazovia Solidarity Region Board.
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Next, he brought Narożniak to the strikers at the factory in the Ursus district of Warsaw.
Workers paraded him around the factory, to show that they had indeed managed to
tear him out of the Reds’ grasp.
We had a different type of mediation during the events in Otwock. On 7 May 1981,
a crowd of approx. 200 people set out to burn down a Citizens’ Militia precinct at the
railway station. The cause of their anger was a beating two people had received there.
The Mazovia Region activists of NSZZ “Solidarity” arrived in Otwock. They were: an em
ployee of “Polmozbyt” – Franciszek Drzewiński, a physicist – Zbigniew Romaszewski,
and a writer – Jan Walc. The latter entered the building and was with the officers for
the entire time. Risking his own life, Walc defended the lives of potential victims of
lynching. Vice President of the Mazovia Region Board, Seweryn Jaworski, and advisor
to the Mazovia Region, Adam Michnik, took one of the arrested people with them from
Warsaw. The incident was resolved. Solidarity saved the Militia officers. The precinct
was burned down on the next night with no one in it.
It was one of those not uncommon events where Solidarity stood in defence of
“them” – people in power – against the justified wrath of “us” – the people. They have
never expressed gratitude for that. On the contrary – the people who saved the Militia
officers in Otwock were eagerly persecuted by the Citizens’ Militia, Security Service,
courts, and all other branches of “the people’s government”. Seweryn Jaworski, Adam
Michnik, and Zbigniew Romaszewski were selected by the authorities for the show trial
of the Solidarity “eleven”. Jaworski and Michnik spent more than 2.5 years in jail await
ing the Solidarity “extremists” trial. Zbigniew Romaszewski joined them on 27 August
1982 after nearly nine months of hiding and working in underground structures of Soli
darity. He managed to launch, among other things, underground Solidarity Radio.
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Melak Brothers’ Katyn Cross
On 31 July, not everyone believed the news that a Katyn Cross was erected at the
Powązki Military Cemetery with the inscription “Katyn, Starobielsk, Ostaszków, Kozielsk,
Wojsko Polskie 1940”. The news quickly started to circulate around Warsaw, because
those who heard it with their own ears – it was announced by the main author of the
initiative in the Metropolitan Cathedral and at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier – kept
calling each other for many days to come! However, those who visited Powązki on
1 August – like every year for a meeting of Warsaw insurgents and their families at the
graves of their colleagues and commanders, completely independent from the author
ities – did not get to see the Katyn Cross. SB officers brutally removed it, as in, stole it!
However, they did not foresee that the place where it stood – Katyn Valley – would be
illuminated by hundreds of lanterns every year, and that that would be for good!
For the 35 years of the PRL, the subject was banned completely. Katyn was not spo
ken of by anyone, not journalists, not historians, not teachers. It used to be that even
history graduates from Polish universities didn’t know about the Soviet atrocity, and
then one day, suddenly, a real statute with a real date?! The word “Katyn” never ap
peared in the censored public space. Even the children of officers murdered in Katyn, in
order to get accepted into tertiary schools, filled out the hated personal questionnaire
writing that their father was KIA or never returned from the war. It was only thanks to
the Solidarity Carnival that the Katyn Massacre started to be talked about, because
people appeared who decided to restore, or rather, reclaim national remembrance of
the thousands of Polish officers murdered by the Soviet state in April 1940 in the Ka
tyn forest. Secondhand – i.e. nodebit, meaning independent and still underground
– publications did a lot of work towards educating people about the Katyn Massacre,
although they weren’t able to repair the social damage caused by 40 years of silence.
Stefan Melak and his brothers Arkadiusz, Andrzej, and Sławomir, should be placed
at the very head of the struggle for the truth about Katyn – they put the Katyn Cross
in Powązki. They were always provided spiritual support by Fr. Wacław Karłowicz, one
of the legendary Warsaw priests, a chaplain of the Warsaw Uprising, nom de guerre
Andrzej Bobola. Since 1974, together with them, Stefan Melak has created the National
Remembrance Circle (Krąg Pamięci Narodowej) and since 1979, the secret Katyn Com
mittee (Komitet Katyński). They lived in Warsaw’s Gocławek district, where Fr. Karłowicz
was the parish priest at the St. Wenceslaus church, very close by to Olszynka Grochow
ska where the memorable battle of the November Uprising happened, which the
brothers also decided to commemorate. But let’s get back to the Katyn Cross.
Preparations were held in the greatest secrecy, as Stefan Melak recounted many
years later. Work on the granite cross – four metres high, which hindered organisational
work from the start – was carried out for a few months in the garage of Arkadiusz Melak,
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who was the author of the design and the manufacturer. The Melaks solved the prob
lem of transport and entry into the cemetery with such a heavy load by renting – how
they organised it remains their secret – a car of the City Cleaning Company, which could
freely enter the Powązki Cemetery in the mornings. Trash did not raise any suspicion
even in the PRL.
However, the Katyn Cross was stolen and taken away to parts unknown. The official
version of the authorities said it was done by “unknown perpetrators”. Stefan Melak
didn’t give up, notified the prosecutor’s office, took the matter to the Primate and War
saw authorities. During the Solidarity Convention, Stefan handed out 4,000 copies of
the “Declaration” of the Katyn Committee and led to passing a resolution of support of
the efforts for the return of the Katyn Cross. He also appointed the Civic Committee for
the Construction of the Monument to the Katyn Victims, which laid down an erection
act on the Katyn monument at the Powązki Cemetery on 6 December.
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Message to the Working People
of Eastern Europe
It was a real sensation: on the fourth day of the First National Convention of Del
egates of NSZZ “Solidarity”, on 8 September 1981, with great support, the “Message
of the First NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Congress to the Working People of Eastern Europe” was
passed, an unprecedented document at the time. The Message was motioned by the
Kalisz delegation and penned by Bronisław Śliwa and Jan Lityński. The Message was as
follows:
The delegates gathered in Gdańsk at the First National Convention of Delegates
of the Independent and SelfGoverning Trade Union “Solidarity” send wishes of good
health and support to the workers of Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German
Democratic Republic, Romania, Hungary and all the nations of the Soviet Union.
As the first independent trade union in our postwar history, we have a deep sense
of camaraderie of our shared fates. We assure you that contrary to the lies spread in
your countries, we are an authentic organisation of 10 million workers created in conse
quence of worker strikers. Our aim is to fight to improve the lives of all the working class.
We support those of you who have chosen to embark on the difficult path of fighting for
a free trade union movement. We believe that your and our representatives will soon be
able to meet and exchange trade union experiences.

We were euphoric, during the congress, I was with the journalists and not the dele
gates. It was a wonderful act of the sovereignty of the delegates and their independent
thinking about international issues – as if they emerged from John Paul II’s sermon
delivered in Gniezno on 3 June 1979, when he spoke about the nations of Central and
Eastern Europe. He addressed the “Czechs, Moravians, Lithuanians, Slovaks, Lusatians,
Croatians, and Bulgarians”. He named all the peoples and nations who accepted bap
tism over a thousand years earlier and showed the world that this place – this part of
Europe – is where Christians live and not some unidentified “proletariat”. In the PRL
model of foreign affairs of those years, which was completely subordinated to the com
munist regime, it was not customary for anything in international affairs to go beyond
the official course of action. I was a young journalist and I did not realise that not ev
eryone shared my euphoria because of this “Message”. Even more – that some of my
journalist colleagues saw it as a thorn in their sides. I mean, international affairs were
to be handled by the party, as in the PZPR. Some were maybe afraid of the reaction of
their party cells in their editorial rooms.
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The “Message” caused a real tremor in Moscow and the capitals that were subordi
nated to it. The TASS agency called the Solidarity congress an antisocialist mob and
an antiSoviet orgy as early as 10 September 1981, and Leonid Brezhnev claimed that
the “Message” is “a dangerous and provocative document. There are few words in it,
but they are all aimed at a single target. Its authors wanted to trigger riots in socialist
countries, activate small groups of dissenters of various kinds. I believe that one cannot
limit themselves only to criticising this insolent stunt in the papers”.
In such a case, since the Moscow headquarters gave an order, on 16 September
1981, the PZPR Political Bureau published a statement “Against Political Rowdiness and
Attempts to Destroy the Socialist State”, where the “Message” was called “a ridiculous
provocation against Polish allies”, and Solidarity was accused of seeking to take pow
er and change the regime: “We will defend socialism as we defend Poland’s indepen
dence. For the purpose of such defence, the state will use all the measures that will be
required by the situation”. Two days later, the Polish press published a letter from the
Soviet KC KPZR and the USSR government to the KC PZPR and the government of the
PRL. It demanded that the Polish authorities “take decisive and radical steps to cut short
the malicious antiSoviet propaganda and hostile actions against the USSR”. Today, we
know that this was the first step made by Solidarity towards independence.
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“Miś”
The film directed by Stanisław Bareja was impossible to air because it was a com
plete mockery of the PRL. And yet it made it. Shot in 1979, not inspected in any way, it
spent very little time on the shelf, and premiered in 1981. The screenplay by Bareja and
Stanisław Tym, full of mocking observations, paints a grotesque picture of Poland of
that time. The young generation sometimes doesn’t know what was exaggerated and
what was a realistic observation… In fact, there were no tin plates in the milk bar near
the university that were screwed to the table, and the cutlery wasn’t chained to them
either.
It was one joke after another, one gag after another and really, some of them can
still be applied to modern times, since idiocy and servility are not limited by time, nor
political system, whether they concern a president of a sports club or a leader of a par
ty. For me, the most shocking scene, that completed the laughing stock that was Bare
ja’s reality, is the song about the Łazienkowska expressway. That is achieved thanks to
the cast. The song “Hej młody junaku” was performed by Paweł Wawrzecki, leaving
the stage to the thunderous applause of an enthusiastic crowd; an actor whose father,
Stanisław, was hanged in the prison at Rakowiecka st. in Warsaw during Gomułka’s era,
tried and sentenced in the socalled “meat scandal” (afera mięsna). Here, he enthusias
tically addresses the officers congratulating him: “I’ll always sing everything to you!”.
And terror was permeating from somewhere offscreen. But that’s how it’s supposed
to be. Because communism is not only shortages, temporary difficulties and nuisances;
it’s a system founded on fear. This fear and violence were sometimes crushed by enthu
siastic reports from the labour front, and sometimes by eruptions of laughter, however,
they were always the backbone and foundation of the communist system throughout
the PRL’s existence.
It seemed that after “Miś” and “Man of Iron” (Człowiek z żelaza) there was no going
back to the government’s tales of how it wanted what’s best and about the need to
cooperate with it. And indeed, although there were attempts to create some PRONs
(Patriotyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego [Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth]),
some Consultation Councils, although the naïve or people tried to find some sort of
common ground, martial law showed that without toppling the system, a social truce
was impossible. So, after 13 December, the government failed to convince the nation
– as it did after 1956 and 1970 – that all will be well. The intellectual and artistic elite, in
telligentsia, and workers no longer hoped to cooperate with the party. The expression
of disagreement was – more often than plotting and protests – apathy, and a growing
anger hidden beneath it.
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Monument to Warsaw Insurgents
in Słupsk
It was a journalistic adventure of a lifetime: to discover and bring to light the secrets
of the Monument to Warsaw Insurgents in Słupsk, where I grew up. I knew that if this
could be written about, now is the time, the summer of 1981, when in – what seemed to
be at the time – an atmosphere of the Solidarity Carnival, namely freedom, everything
is possible.
The monument, although it still stood in the same place and it still had the eagle
with a laurel wreath over an insurgent’s head, didn’t have the shocking relief “Jezu ratuj,
bo giniemy” [Save us Christ for We Are Dying]. Perhaps in 1981, some people didn’t even
remember or know that once, in the place of the city’s coat of arms on the red “War
saw” wall, there was a relief on which Christ took one arm off the cross and covered his
eyes so he didn’t have to look at the burning city? What happened to it? Who decided
to remove it and put the Pomeranian Griffon in its place? What is the monument’s real
history?
My topic was accepted by the revolting “ITD” weekly without any additional expla
nations. Słupsk is my hometown, and the Słupians – also Warsaw insurgents – such as
Maria Zaborowska, manager of the local museum, and Franciszek Szafranek, coopera
tive owner – were friends with my parents. The atmosphere was great, but I knew that
I had to destroy it with my questions to the authorities. I did not foresee that I would
encounter such resistance!
I started with a fantastic adventure at the Voivodeship State Archive in Słupsk,
where together with Dr. Zygmunt Szultka, we discovered documentation from 1945–
1947: posters, minutes from the meetings of the Construction Committee, letters to the
city authorities. And mainly, evidence that Slupian Varsovians – with Fr. Jan Zieja, also
a Warsaw Insurgent and the chaplain of the Grey Ranks and the Home Army – com
memorated the anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising with an ad hoc, modest, but mean
ingful installation. A year later, they decided to have a more permanent monument and
invited the Warsaw sculptor Jan Małeta to make it. He brought this relief, which he drew
and sculpted while looking at the burning capital from Boernerowo (a neighbourhood
in Warsaw), with him. He gave away its reproduction to the Catholic Church as a con
tribution to the reconstruction of churches, which I was told about by his son Wojciech
and his widow Alodia Małetowa.
In Warsaw, I visited Fr. Jan Zieja, who was by then an old and sick man, the leg
endary, extraordinary priest and opposition activist; he was reclined on highly piled
pillows in a sparsely decorated, bright room at the Grey Ursulines Congregation. I had
the feeling that it was a great honour to be able to talk to him. I’ll never forget that visit!
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Fr. Jan Zieja, with an unexpectedly powerful voice, recalled what he said at that time,
when the monument was unveiled on 15 September 1946: that the Uprising as a polit
ical or military action will be assessed differently and these assessments may change.
But our attitude towards the people who participated in it, our reverence for them,
can never change. And it was Father Jan Zieja who proposed that the square where
the monument is located be called the Warsaw Insurgents’ Square (Plac Powstańców
Warszawskich) – not the Warsaw Uprising Square (Plac Powstania Warszawskiego).
When I was preparing that piece, an inquiry on the case of the relief stolen by “un
known perpetrators” in 1962 or 1963 had begun, but in 1981, the authorities didn’t in
tend to recall what exactly happened to that board. Was it a result of the directive from
the higherups of the party or overeagerness of Słupsk PZPR secretaries? And how did
it happen that some “worker” dropped it off at a museum wrapped in cloth? No one
knows. But the Słupsk Solidarity and – independently – guides of the PTTK (Polskie
Towarzystwo TurystycznoKrajoznawcze [Polish Tourism and Sightseeing Association])
caused the uprising Christ relief to be returned as early as 1981, although it was a hor
rible concrete casting.
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The first underground publishing house. In the 1970s – the number one in Poland.
Underground publications, as we learned from Józef Piłsudski, is great not only for
propagating ideas, but also to build a network of collaborators and to get over the psy
chological barrier. So, the books and periodicals published by NOWa were both a sign
of initiation, as well as a status symbol.
Plus, NOWa offered a lot of good literature. Of course, some of the titles were re
prints of emigration publications, but there were a lot of new releases as well: “Kom
pleks polski” and “Mała apokalipsa” by Tadeusz Konwicki, sketches by Andrzej Kijowski
and Tomasz Burek, issues of the “Zapis” quarterly, poems by Stanisław Barańczak and
Ryszard Krynicki.
During the Carnival, things got complicated since there was the financial aspect to
consider: tables with underground publications in front of the university brought in
substantial revenue, both for union activities, as well as individual consumption. Sud
denly, there were new publishing houses springing up all around NOWa, some of them
even with a preAugust pedigree like the 3 May Constitution Publishing House (Wy
dawnictwo im. Konstytucji 3 maja) and others created ad hoc and offering quite a ran
dom selection of titles. Tables with underground publications in front of the university
were full of grey and colourful covers. A large part was produced through acquain
tances in national printing houses, it was a real business and many people, not neces
sarily ideologues, would join the publishing community to simply make some money.
It wasn’t all bad: money helped in the development of the publishing movement and
caused a huge number of publications to be issued during martial law. In the second
half of the 1980s, it was a significant business and was heavily infiltrated by the SB, but
that’s a whole other story.
After August, things were great and really, we were happy even for the little things
like the news of Czesław Miłosz meeting with Mirek Chojecki and his guys who printed
his works, which were illegal in the PRL, and published them through NOWa.
Acquaintances from university, still during the Carnival, went over “to [Grzegorz] Bo
guta” [publisher] for training and worked as typesetters during martial law. Of course,
they got paid for it; and of course, it was punishable with a prison sentence. I had a good
souvenir from that time: a couple of fresh copies of “Rozmowy polskie latem roku 1983”
[Polish Conversations in the Summer of 1983] by Jarosław Marek Rymkiewicz, smelling
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like printing ink and solvent. Why a couple? Because when I showed up for a moment
and found them working, I got impatient and tried to cut the copies myself and didn’t
do a very good job, so I took five of these diamondshaped cuts with me.
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Newspeak
Newspeak is an artificial language acting as a prosthesis, a makeshift language used
to communicate the will of the powers that be to the citizens. In a totalitarian state,
language can be dangerous for the ruling class. By its very nature, it serves to con
vey information, appraisals, and memories. All of this is dangerous for the authorities.
That’s why totalitarianism always attempts to introduce newspeak, a pseudolanguage
where words either lose their meaning entirely or gain completely new meaning. For
example, the Polish adjective “sowiecki”, which was explicitly negative, was replaced
with “radziecki” which was a straightup calque [tr. note – as evidenced by the fact that
both of these words translate into “Soviet” in English]. “Sowiecki” was unambiguously as
sociated with dirt, hunger, poverty, brutality, betrayal, and atrocities. “Radziecki” had
no connotations whatsoever. They were obligatorily clumped into phrases that had
a positive or even enthusiastic meaning: “armia radziecka – wyzwolicielka” [Soviet army
– the saviour], “radziecka, bratnia pomoc” [Soviet brotherly help], etc.
Newspeak was also used to make reality more dramatic and simpler. In this sense, it
is a Manichaean dialect. The world it describes is simple and clear. It has a clear division.
On the one hand, what exists is GOOD, i.e. PROGRESSIVE, CLEAR, NEW, and YOUNG.
That something was the Polish People’s Republic being a part of a familylike commu
nity of peaceloving people. On the other hand, there is also, albeit nearly dead, a world
that is EVIL, OLD, BACKWARDS, REACTIONARY, REGRESSIVE. It was the Western World
(especially the aggressive USA, and even worse, Israel) and the Church.
Another reason for imposing newspeak was the will to replace the language used
for communication with gibberish, hogwash, and filler. A master of filler language was
Gomułka, with a personal record set during the 4th Congress of the PZPR of 6 hours and
14 minutes. This is how long it took for him to read his speech. Newspeak creators and
users rightly assumed it’s impossible to pick apart a speech made up solely of gibberish.
Polish newspeak was a mix of Russianisms: “internacjonalism” [internationalism],
“przemysł wiodący” [leading industry], magical phrases: “marksizmleninizm” [Marxism-Leninism], “zasady leninowskie” [Leninist principles], “socjalistyczne normy współży
cia społecznego” [socialist norms of social coexistence], as well as oxymora: “centralizm
demokratyczny” [democratic centralism], “nowa tradycja” [new tradition], or “demokra
cja ludowa” [socialist democracy]. A separate group of newspeak creations are names
that are to void and erase any traces of Christianity in Poland. One relic that still persists
today is “święto zmarłych” [day of the dead].
Contrary to the common conviction, newspeak did not remain solely the language
of the media or official settings. Normal people have also sometimes been tempted
to use the language they hear on TV. Newspeak could even be heard during friend
ly gettogethers. On the other hand, party comrades, the smarter ones anyway, were
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able to drop the ritualistic language from time to time. In 1971, Gierek asked shipyard
workers: “Jak? Pomożecie?” [So? Will you help?]. And after some murmurs of approval,
he added: “No…” [Right]. That “No…” these two letters decided that Gierek was, mis
takenly as it turned out, thought of as a normal guy like the rest of us. In any case, the
nonchalant, friendly “no” put him in power for 10 years. And we still have to deal with
the consequences.
In August 1980, suddenly and without warning, normal speaking people appeared.
They were everywhere, sometimes even on TV. Members of the InterEnterprise Strike
Committee – albeit with one a spectacular exception – spoke normally as early as Au
gust. They expressed themselves in an understandable, clear, and precise manner. They
succeeded in imposing this language on the Government Commission. Films from this
event clearly show how the communist Deputy Prime Minister Jagielski savours return
ing to the language of his childhood. Maybe that’s because he was dismissed from his
post as quickly as he was.
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NSZZ “Solidarity”
Social Phenomena of Solidarity
The first Solidarity of 1980 was a surrogate for an independent, normal, democratic
state. It gave sense to life in the PRL, which was in short supply in almost any other
public activity. Going out into the public sphere most commonly meant having entered
a world of deceit and cynicism. Solidarity brought hope, hope of building normal rela
tions in public, social, and professional life. The PRL was a destructive totalitarian sys
tem and after 1956, an authoritarian political system, firmly embedded in the structures
of the state and in social life. Making changes was therefore a difficult and complicated
task. No wonder that we were worried about the weaknesses of the Third Polish Repub
lic, but their source was not our Solidarity’s ineptitude, but the efficiency and strength
of the structures of the old system.
Our memory of August and Solidarity usually focusses on Solidarity’s leaders and
elites connected with the Workers’ Defence Committee, the Free Trade Unions of the
Coast, the Young Poland Movement. We agree that it was John Paul II who saw in us
what we failed to see in ourselves, and awakened the spirit of the nation. However, in
our collective memories, we have little space for those who were the source of Solidar
ity’s strength, i.e. the hundreds and thousands of ordinary, anonymous people who
behaved brilliantly in 1980, who understood perfectly that the August Agreements
weren’t about vacation time and profits, but about building a strong and effective
union structure that would be independent of the PZPR. It was the national capacity
for organising and solidarity with a lower case “s” that allowed us to create a semblance
of an independent state. Millions of people understood perfectly that the statute of
NSZZ “Solidarity” cannot include the “leadership role of the PZPR”, even if such a provi
sion existed in the PRL’s Constitution. So, under threat of strike, they managed to have
the Union registered with the offending phrase being moved into an appendix. The
strength of Solidarity was the union structure and independent spirit. The Union’s pub
lications had more texts about Katyn or Yalta than rewards and employee vacations.
It’s no wonder that, immediately after registration, millions of sympathisers demand
ed a monument be erected in memory of the fallen shipyard workers. And at the 1st
Congress of the Union, the most important document was the prophetic “Message of
the 1st Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ to the Workers of Eastern Europe”
(Posłanie pierwszego Zjazdu Delegatów NSZZ “Solidarność” do ludzi pracy Europy
Wschodniej). We also seem to forget that the first democratic election after 1945 took
place in 1981, when 9 million NSZZ “Solidarity” members elected their representatives,
from enterprise commissions to delegates to the 1st Congress.
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Solidarity was an extraordinary community of a republican Poland created by ordi
nary people, who, despite martial law, despite repressions, believed in her return. Even
if, like in 1985–1989, they seemed passive, they still paid illegal trade union contribu
tions, bought illegal publications, helped the families of repressed activists, and took
the opinions and appeals of “underground Solidarity and its leaders” seriously.
Many studies devoted to the events of 1980–1989 are dominated by analyses of
the role played by individual Solidarity leaders, PZPR leaders, and even Mikhail Gor
bachev himself. Therefore, I’d like to remind everyone that the key role in regaining
independence was played by millions of regular and at the same time, notsoregular
Poles, who in August 1980, discovered the strength of national community and solidar
ity. Divisions by class and profession have become meaningless; people of the “work
ing class”, individual farmers and the “working intelligentsia” proved to Poles first and
foremost, looking for their roots and their identity under the white and red flag, during
Holy Mass celebrated at work establishments, in crosses and portraits of St. John Paul II
hung on the walls of trade union premises and fences around thousands of enterprises.
Let us remember the role of millions of regular people, because it was they who were
the deciding factor in the success of the phenomena that was the Independent and
SelfGoverning Trade Union “Solidarity”.
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Jan Olszewski (1930–2019)
A soldier with the Grey Ranks, Warsaw Insurgent, after August ’80, he wrote the
draft Statute of NSZZ “Solidarity”. Your son will be the Prime Minister one day – said one
of the Olszewski’s family cousins several months prior to World War II. At that time, little
Jaś was 9 years old. He did become Prime Minister over half a century later. Shortly af
terwards, after six months in office, he was dismissed. “I was dismissed from my post as
Prime Minister, not because of making files of secret collaborators available to the pub
lic, as is the common consensus, but really, that was only a pretext, and the real reason
was my objection to the manner in which privatisation was conducted at the time. And
more precisely, to the blatant theft of Polish assets”, Olszewski claimed many years ago.
He was one of the romantics, dreaming of a free Poland even at the height of Stalinism.
He got admitted into the Law Department of the University of Warsaw, despite not
having a recommendation of the communist Union of Polish Youth (Związek Młodzieży
Polskiej, ZMP) which he refused to join. He was admitted thanks to a recommenda
tion of a prewar communist, whom Olszewski senior defended from being terminated
from work during the Second Polish Republic. Many years after graduation, Jan Olszew
ski wondered whether he did the right thing by choosing law. “At that time, it was
common practice to remove great prewar professors out of the limelight, and instead
promote mediocre but loyal ones, for whom Marxist propaganda was of utmost impor
tance. It was degrading. It created a climate of internal humiliation. A man was disgust
ed with himself for having participated in something like that. And on the other hand,
no one really knew what to do. Discontinue studies? So, in order to be able to learn, we
made fools of ourselves”, Olszewski said with a pained expression half a century later.
Despite the thaw, and passing the bar, until 1989, Jan Olszewski was not entered on
the list of Warsaw’s attorneys at law, but that of the closeby town of Pruszków, and that
happened as late as the 1960s. Previously, in 1956, he started work in the “renewed”
student paper “Po Prostu” [Simply Put]. At one time, he and two other journalists pub
lished an infamous article in defence of the independence underground activists en.
“Na spotkanie ludziom z AK” [Reaching Out to the AK]. At the time, it was very coura
geous, as it was openly demanding the rehabilitation of AK soldiers who were unjustly
sentenced. The article begins with a discussion about Stalinist repressions in Poland,
the totalitarian courts in the PRL, and the bar.
A few years later, Jan Olszewski will become a defender of people who oppose
communism. He defended many antiPZPR dissidents: Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, and
Karol Modzelewski, and later, writers: Janusz Szpotański and Melchior Wańkowicz, and
in 1976, also workers who protested in Radom and Ursus, as well as many other people
persecuted by the PRL justice system. And so it went, all the way until the end of the
1980s.
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From the mid1960s, he was under close SB surveillance. After defending the March
dissidents in 1968, his attorney licence was suspended. In 1970, he was the defence at
torney in the famous trial of the “Ruch” independence organisation. Five years later, he
gets involved in politics, protesting against shameful changes to the PRL Constitution.
He also becomes cofounder of a secret underground organisation under the name
“Polish Independence Agreement” (Polskie Porozumienie Niepodległościowe, PPN),
which had in its programme the goal of regaining Poland’s independence. In the 1970s,
Jan Olszewski wrote a famous brochure “Obywatel a Służba Bezpieczeństwa” [The Citizen and the Security Service] – a sort of oppositionist bestseller and a manual for those
arrested by the communist regime. He became a cofounder and secret activist of the
Workers’ Defence Committee. In 1980, after the signing of the Gdańsk Agreement, to
gether with Wiesław Chrzanowski whom he already knew from the anticommunist
opposition, he coauthored the draft of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Statute.
He also participated in creating the Mazovian structures of Solidarity. At that time,
he was already convinced that the Union may become the first postwar organisation
striving for Poland’s independence. For the 16 months of the legal activity of NSZZ “Sol
idarity”, Olszewski was its advisor. During martial law, he continued in this role. He also
advised the Polish Episcopate and became an auxiliary prosecutor during the trial of
the SB officers who murdered Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko. During martial law, he was a stead
fast defender of many people persecuted for their political activities. After the first free
elections in 1991, Jan Olszewski became Prime Minister of the first anticommunist gov
ernment of the Third Polish Republic.
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Patriotic Union “Grunwald”
This group was created on 8 March 1981 under the patronage of NSZZ “Solidarity” in
response to the anniversary of the studentcentred events of 1968 and the subsequent
action to force scholars of Jewish origin to emigrate. The group of initiators of UP “Grun
wald” met at Koszykowa Street in front of the Public Security Service headquarters of
the Stalinist period. The journalist Bohdan Poręba, the former Labour Party activist
Kazimierz Studentowicz and a former head of the AK Upper Silesia Region, Zygmunt
WalterJanke, all participated in the rally, carried placards with names of the murdered
fighters of the Polish underground and the names of prosecutors who sentenced them
to death. Significant emphasis was placed on the Jewish origins of some of the judges.
It was noted quite quickly that the measures applied by Grunwald were quite typical
of communists. Their brochures tracking who in Solidarity had communist or Jewish
roots were printed using equipment that was normally out of the reach of the oppo
sition. The movement was on good terms with party hardliners and it was suspected
of close contacts with the Security Service. Grunwald was not banned after 13 Decem
ber, but applied for accession to the Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth (Patrio
tyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego) supporting Jaruzelski’s group, and supported
the introduction of martial law. Grunwald was only marginally popular, although the
movement managed to attract a part of the AK veteran community from the national
underground, waiting for the reckoning due to them being imprisoned in 1944–1956
for the people, also of Jewish origin, who went from Marxism to supporting Solidarity.
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People of December ’70
The year 1980 – when Solidarity was established – was a breakthrough in the pro
cess of unveiling the truth about the history of Poland. Up to that time, knowledge of
the past remained hidden in the archives of the communist Security Services or PZPR.
Thanks to the freedom won by the 10millionstrong NSZZ “Solidarity”, it became pos
sible to uncover more and more facts that in the past were hidden away by PRL censor
ship. Facts connected with communist atrocities committed in 1970 in the TriCity – the
brutality of the Citizens’ Militia and Army, the number of fatalities, number of people
who were beaten, shot, and fired from work, were hidden especially deep.
1980 has made it possible to discover the scale of these crimes and the identities of
those killed and injured. One of the few thousand injured was Adam Gotner, in 1970,
a pupil of the Secondary Technical School of Mechanical Engineering and an employee
of the Gdańsk Shipyard. On 17 December, he is taking a train to work the first shift. The
December darkness is illuminated by the dull lights of the station. After exiting the cars
onto the dimly lit platforms, his cocommuters stopped motionless like shadows. They
try to listen to the messages on the PA system through the chatter. Some call on them
to return to their homes, others, to go to work. Adam headed towards a shipyard gate.
The street is blocked by tanks and APCs with heavy machine guns. Adam slows down
his pace. Fire is coming out of one of the tank canons. Adam can’t tell: a blank or…? He
retreats along with the crowd as panic starts spreading. After the salvo, he hears the
machine gun opposite the tank come to life. He can see the flash of hot lead as bullets
leave the muzzle. He doesn’t know why, but he bends down over a man who was just
standing next to him a second ago. He curls his legs up and suddenly straitens them
out again. Adam wants to help him up. He’s short of breath. He would later say: “It
was like someone smothered my face with a pillow”. The man falls down limply. Adam
tries to get him up. He isn’t aware that his compatriot is dead. He’s trying to help him
stand up. He can’t understand why his arms seem to be refusing to do what he wants
them to. He doesn’t realise he has six bullets in his body. He can still see people lying
down on the pavement around him. He starts running. He moves, trampling bellies
and backs. He feels indescribable helplessness. He falls down. But where? Maybe near
the Central Rail Station. For a moment, he regains consciousness in a van. He doesn’t
know that he is among the heavily injured and killed. He wakes up in an emergency
room, temporarily used as a makeshift morgue. No one looks in on him. They think he
is dead with a severed artery. Adam, however, regains consciousness for a short while.
He sees a young man with his head down, with his back and lungs shredded. He hears
the doctors triaging the badly wounded – who gets to live, who gets to die. “This one
can still be saved, that one can’t”, he hears. After their next visit, Adam is qualified as
saveable. He’s put on an operating table. He wakes up after four days. Almost a year
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after exiting that train, he goes back home. He graduates from school. He returns to
work. Everyone knows he’s one of the December victims. But that is not something
that is openly discussed. However, the memory of those events will always be alive in
the TriCity. In 1980, Adam Gotner takes part in the strike and cocreates Solidarity in
the Gdańsk Shipyard. He also becomes one of the initiators and an active organiser of
efforts to put up two statues to the fallen shipyard workers in Gdynia. In the 1980s, he’s
part of the Solidarity underground organisation. After 1989, he will actively participate
in building a new Poland.
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The Pope and Solidarity
Before August ’80, one year earlier, “our” pope, John Paul II arrived in Poland. The
American historian and the Pope’s biographer, George Weigel, wrote: “The nine trium
phant days of John Paul II in 1979 were the beginning of the end of the Yaltaestablished
imperialist system not only in Poland, but throughout Stalin’s empire (…). John Paul II
started the process which resulted in the communist system finally being dismantled
from the inside. It came about as a result of thirtytwo sermons, where he called not for
an uprising, but for a final revolution of the spirit, where conscience would oppose fear
and acquiescence”1. That is why the portrait of John Paul II and the image of Our Lady
of Częstochowa appeared on the shipyard gate, which was unfathomable for either
foreign correspondents or domestic journalists. It is difficult to imagine that John Paul II
did not know about it in the Vatican!
On 20 August during the general audience, the Pope was already praying for Po
land: “let these prayers speak for themselves and show how much we in Rome are unit
ed with our Countrymen in the Fatherland (…)”. On that day, the Pope also sent a proc
lamation to Primate Wyszyński: “I pray that once again the Episcopate and Primate can
help the people in their struggle for their daily bread, social justice, and defence of their
inviolable rights to go their own way and pursue their own achievements”. Everyone
knew that far away in the Vatican, the Pope was with us. After the state television (there
was nothing else available!!!) manipulated the broadcast of the Primate’s sermon deliv
ered at Jasna Góra on 26 August, Pope John Paul II defended the strikers and recalled
that “their problems are real and can only be resolved by introducing peace and justice
in our Homeland”.
The August Agreements were signed, but NSZZ “Solidarity” was registered only
on 10 November, after numerous attempts to manipulate its statute. On the night of
7 December, John Paul II was informed by the US Department of State about the threat
of Soviet intervention in Poland. On 16 December, he sent an unprecedented letter to
Leonid Brezhnev, leader of the Soviet Union. Among other things, he wrote: “bearing
in mind the various motives for concern caused by tensions surrounding the current
situation in Poland, I ask you to do everything in your power to eliminate all that, in
the popular opinion, comprises the causes for this concern. It is essential to ease the
tensions in Europe and the world”.
On 15 January 1981, the Solidarity delegation flew to Rome to meet the Pope who
did not hide his joy and pride – both during the private audience and during the ser
mon at Holy Mass. On 18 January: “the establishment of Solidarity”, John Paul II said,
“indicates the readiness of all working people in Poland, those working in various

1

Tr. note – All citations are own translations of the quotes provided in the Polish original.
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professions (…) to take joint responsibility for the dignity and fruitfulness of the work
carried out at so many different workshops on our Homeland (…)”.
The assassination attempt of 13 May prevented direct meetings of Poles with the
Pope for many months. After the death of Primate Stefan Wyszyński (28 May), Polish af
fairs were constantly present on the papal agenda. John Paul II returned to the Vatican
only on 14 August, and one month later, announced the great encyclical “Laborem ex
ercens” devoted to the nature of work and the dignity of the worker. In Poland, we be
lieved that the Pope imaginatively used the experiences of Solidarity. And he met Poles
during the Christmas Eve audience on 23 December, praying that “we would be able
to measure up, to have the good win against the forces of evil in us (…). It is a prayer
so that we can ourselves be the makers, creators of our own fates. So that we are not
hindered in this pursuit from the outside, to not have it imposed on us”. We listened
to this with heavy hearts and hope – despite being jammed – on the Vatican Radio or
Radio Free Europe.

J
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Preachers of Solidarity

B
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There were dozens, maybe even hundreds of them. They operated chaplaincies
of the workers and received the status of official chaplains of the Solidarity Regions.
The most famous of those was Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko, the chaplain of workers at the
“Warszawa” Metalworks, who later took over the chaplaincy of the healthcare services
in the capital. The martyr’s death which he suffered confirmed that chaplains were
considered to be extremely dangerous by the authorities. Some of the chaplains, such
as Fr. Henryk Jankowski, will probably remain an enigma for historians. Today, many
people still remember the active help this parson of St. Bridget gave to workers, and
cannot understand how he could be an informant for the SB and a priest accused of
sexual assault. Other charismatic chaplains of Solidarity such as Fr. Kazimierz Jancarz,
Fr. Tadeusz IsakowiczZaleski, Fr. Jan Sikorski, Fr. Witold Andrzejewski, and Fr. Hubert
Czuma were the unsung heroes of the Solidarity Carnival. They were active in building
patriotic awareness of trade union activists, especially at the lower levels. In crisis sit
uations, they encouraged moderation and to not overestimate one’s own capabilities.
They were also mediators in local conflicts with the authorities. And after 13 December,
they started a charity campaign to help people who were interned and imprisoned in
facilities operated by the PRL authorities. Many of them were modest people, who did
not brag about their silent mission of easing tensions. Today, unfortunately, we live in
a time when these good deeds of the Solidarity chaplains are shoved into obscurity. It’s
all the more worth recalling the collective portrait of the Solidarity chaplains painted
throughout the pages of three volumes of the perhaps underappreciated book by Ma
teusz Wyrwich.

Piotr Semka
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Pretty People, Normal Language
“How pretty have people suddenly become” – this observation could often be
heard in the initial months of creating Solidarity in the autumn of 1980. This quote,
perhaps a little surprising for a young reader, can only be properly understood if one
remembers the daytoday realities of living in the PRL of Edward Gierek’s era. Except
for a small group of party elites, individuals from the sport, art, and scientific commu
nities, and a few “private initiative” people who knew how to get ahead – everyone
had to struggle for the basic necessities or be able to “procure” them [tr. note – the
Polish word used here is “załatwić”, used both in the sense of “procure an item”, or “take care
of a problem”]: thanks to their wits, through important people they knew, or through
sheer perseverance while waiting in lines for many hours on end.
All of these little pains of daily life, mocked in Stanisław Bareja’s films, in the realities
of the PRL, caused many bitter tears to be shed. They were both degrading and aggra
vating, but also caused the simplest possible reaction similar to hazing in the military –
to take out one’s own hurt through aggression and boorishness towards other people,
who were also suffering under the yoke of communism. People would shoulder and
elbow their way through a crowd on the tram, slam the door in front of each other’s
faces; arguments and even violence erupted at a drop of a hat. In order to get revenge
for their needing to struggle for the basic necessities, people would use any modicum
of power they had to humiliate their fellow man. “We’re out”, It’s closed”, “Don’t like it,
don’t buy it” – these were common lines salesladies used on their customers to vent
their frustrations due to low wages or overwork.
Against this background, the enthusiasm of creating Solidarity and the general
hope for a better existence really brightened up everybody’s faces. The rat race for
toilet paper or a rare bag of coffee was forgotten for a time. You could go back to au
thentic patriotism, sometimes naïve, but based on family traditions of sacrificing for the
common good. For people of faith, it was a short time during the PRL era where they
didn’t have to be concerned about whether their beliefs will block their career path.
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Radio Mass
“It’s past nine o’clock. In a moment, we will transmit the Holy Mass from the Holy
Cross Church in Warsaw. The homily will be delivered by Bishop Jerzy Modzelewski,
performing on the pipe organ – Wiktor Łyjak”. This message was aired on Sunday 21
September 1980 at 9:00 a.m. on Channel 1 of Radio Poland (Program I Polskiego Radia)
right before relaying Holy Mass. The weather was beautiful and sunny, and in many cit
ies, not only Warsaw, people were euphoric, opened their windows, and turned up the
volume on their radios to show off their participation in this freedomoriented social
act, because it wasn’t only religious. It was the first transmission of Sunday mass since
1949! It was also the first point of the August Agreements to be implemented! And the
only one whose implementation was not suspended after 13 December 1981 – the
mass was not transmitted only for the first Sundays of martial law, until 17 January 1982
– afterwards, they returned on air.
The August Agreements signed on 31 August 1980 in Gdańsk read as follows:
item 2. The use of mass media by religious associations in the scope of their religious
activities will be carried out by agreeing on substantive and organisational issues be
tween state bodies and interested religious associations. The Government will ensure
the broadcasting of Sunday mass as part of a detailed arrangement with the Episcopate.

This item was written by Bogdan Borusewicz. It was a consequence of the 21 Gdańsk
Demands: to observe freedom of speech, print, publication as guaranteed by the PRL
Constitution and therefore, not to repress independent publications, and to make the
mass media available to all faiths (demand no. 3).
During the initial years of the Second Polish Republic, Radio Poland started its pro
gramme with the song “Kiedy ranne wstają zorze”. Since 3 May 1927, Holy Mass from
the Poznań Cathedral were aired all over the country, after the war, on Christmas Eve
1945, Midnight Mass was transmitted from Łódź, and the one on Christmas Day, from
the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw. Transmissions ended in 1949. Of course, during John
Paul II’s first pilgrimage to Poland, they were renewed, and there was also one from the
inaugural of the pontificate on 22 October 1978, but there was no regular Holy Mass
transmitted for the sick!
After signing the August Agreements, on 19 September 1980, Cardinal Stefan
Wyszyński established the Holy Mass Transmission Editorial Office (Kościelna Redakcja
Transmisji Mszy Świętej). Its first team was comprised of: Fr. Alojzy Henel – priest at the
Holy Cross parish, Fr. Jerzy Chowańczak, Fr. Stefan Gwiazdowski, Fr. Wiesław Kądzie
la, Fr. Józef Majkowski, Fr. Jerzy Zalewski, and Fr. Józef Zawitkowski. Later, the team
would be supplemented by Fr. Józef Jachimczak, Fra. Jacek Salij, Fr. Tadeusz Huka, and
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Fr. Mirosław Paciuszkiewicz. Providing music was the obligation of Fr. Wiesław Kądziela.
The Primate chose the Church of Missionary Priests towering over Krakowskie Przed
mieście st. in Warsaw. It has witnessed great events over the course of history: kings,
presidents, cardinals, and commanders all prayed there, as well as future popes such
as Achilles Ratti, the apostolic nuncio to Poland, who later became Pope Pius XI, and
Cardinal Karol Wojtyła. It was a place of solemn services and patriotic demonstrations
during the Partition of Poland and the PRL.
Both on that day, 21 September 1980, and every subsequent Sunday until the end
of the PRL and actually, until 11 April 1990, when an act passed by the Sejm abolished
censorship, before airing, every homily of the Radio Holy Mass had to be presented
to a censor, i.e. an official of the Central Control Office for the Press, Publications and
Shows (Główny Urząd Kontroli Prasy, Publikacji i Widowisk) (since the autumn of 1981
– Central Office for Control of Publications and Shows). The priests responsible for the
sermons said that the censors would express reservations even towards the content of
Gospels themselves. Well, communist censors lacked education in this area. After 1945,
the socalled people’s government assumed that the Church would disappear within
20 years, i.e. around 1966. It was this year that Primate Wyszyński conducted church cel
ebrations of the Millennium of the Baptism of Poland, participated by millions of Poles
in defiance of the communist authorities!

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska
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Regions, i.e. Regional
Solidarity Headquarters
In Poland during the Solidarity Revolution of 1980–1981, Solidarity Regions can be
regarded – using Marxist language – as Revolution’s Staff Offices. One could see a big
circle of ordinary citizens as soon as one approached these establishments; people
would come there to get flyers, or if they wanted uptodate and real information (PRL
media were constantly engaged in antitrade union propaganda). Just after the suc
cessful strike in the shipyard, Solidarity was first granted a small apartment in the old
tenement house on Waryńskiego Street. However, it quickly turned out that the rapidly
developing Union had to move to a bigger building and the authorities handed over
the Maritime Hotel (Hotel Morski) to Solidarity, which was very conveniently located at
the very centre of the GdańskWrzeszcz district. The rooms of the Maritime Hotel were
repurposed into offices of the new Union.
The number of curious people who tried to enter the building, giving whatever
pretext they could come up with, was so big that, finally, a special guard had to be ap
pointed, distinguished by white and red armbands. The guards had to patiently listen
to hundreds of people, who tried to provide a variety of reasons why they absolutely
needed to see someone inside. As is often the case, there were many citizens of Gdańsk
and its surrounding area complaining about radiation emitted, as they claimed, by
some undetermined government operatives from the adjacent apartment. The hotel
was also often visited by people with “great” ideas about how to solve the conflict with
the government. A small cafe on the Maritime Hotel’s top floor was so crowded that
you would sometimes have to wait an hour or even an hour and a half to get seated.
It was here that Solidarity stars resided, such as the chainsmoking, deepvoiced Jacek
Kuroń who used to explain the ins and outs of the current government surrounded by
a circle of followers. All of that was also accompanied by Wałęsa’s press conferences
and tumultuous meetings of the Gdańsk Region activists. There were also rumours
spreading throughout the building, but only in whispers. They concerned, for example,
the departure of Wałęsa’s first secretary from his office, due to his unwanted advances.
In case of increasing strike crises, Regions would usually transfer their staff to the larg
est industrial enterprises – the bastions of Solidarity. This was due to a conviction that
they were the only places where regional authorities could feel safe.
And another sign of the times – smoke from bad cigarettes filling both of the rooms
and corridors, so thick you could cut it with a knife. It was funny to see western TV crews
so very determined to meet with the Union’s leaders. You could see that the journalists
were choking on the smoke and lost all confidence, but they wanted to interview Wałę
sa, even if it would be a short meeting – it was a point of honour for most Western TV
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stations. Therefore, they had to cope with the unique stench of such popular brands as
“Radomskie”, “Giewonty”, and “Ekstra Mocne”, with and without a filter.
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Roundabout Blockade
Great Solidarity saw widespread events and protests. After years of fear and lone
liness, people decided to start meeting up in groups of at least thousands. It was the
period when “Dziady” and “Kordian” were staged in the Katowice Spodek arena. It was
then that crowds of thousands of people took part in marches, rallies, and celebrations.
One of these events was the blockade of a roundabout. It lasted three days: 3–5 August
1981. The roundabout that was blocked was the one at the intersection of Marszał
kowska street and Jerozolimskie avenue (today, it’s called the Roman Dmowski Round
about). Back then, it was the traffic hub of the capital.
On 30 July 1980, in response to the reduction of meat rations (which were not high
to begin with) a week before, and raising its prices (which were high to begin with),
Solidarity announced protests. It was planned to have trucks, busses, and taxis drive
through downtown Warsaw on 3 August in protest. Hunger marches were organised in
Krakow, Łódź and dozens of other towns and cities.
During the communist rule, the government decided about everything, including
prices. The free market was completely unknown in the “social justice” system. Reduc
ing supplies and limiting rations was not imposed out of necessity. Really, it’s difficult
to believe that Poland, a country that has been the breadbasket of Europe for centu
ries, faced hunger 30 some years after the war. Food shortages were the result of an
informed policy of the authorities. Food was stockpiled so that after martial law was
introduced, it would seem that the supply situation got better. The communists sought
to create the impression in society that it was the strikes in August and the creation
of Solidarity that resulted in the devastation of the market. Jaruzelski wanted to tire
society out, bury it in apathy. His aim was, after all, to introduce martial law, to pacify
the nation.
On 3 August 1981, at 10 a.m., the trucks and busses started their route. On the round
about, the front of the column was stopped by a Citizens’ Militia blockade. The protest
ers were prevented from driving past the PZPR Central Committee building located
a couple of hundred yards further on. The busses and trucks were soon joined by trams.
Pantographs started going. Like all events organised by Solidarity, the blockade of the
roundabout was also impressive in terms of organisation and order. This was always
the case when Solidarity took over any part of PRL territory. Such an area immediately
became an enclave of order in the sea of PRL and Soviet mediocrity. In an area where
people organised themselves, without the “help” of the communists, all the dirt, mess,
and boorishness disappeared. Nobody violated the order, which, to avoid provocation,
was supervised by the workers’ guard. In the first bus, a bar was set up, the event man
agement was in the second one, and in the third, the information centre for citizens and
the press, and beyond that, we had the first aid station.
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Another thing absent from the blocked area which was prevalent under commu
nism was boredom. On the side of the roundabout (where we have the “pan” today in
front of the City Centre metro station), a stage was erected where Jacek Fedorowicz
and Jan Pietrzak performed. Records of the August 1980 talks in the shipyard were
played back. Lectures were given and poems were recited. Within a few hours, the
exhibition devoted to that August was opened. Varsovians were very positively dis
posed towards the blockade. Despite some inconvenience (the transportation system
in Warsaw worked even worse than usual during the blockade), passersby supported
the blockade participants. The blockade ended on 5 August. Everyone achieved their
goals. Solidarity showed its strength and, obviously, solidarity. The authorities showed
that they were determined to defend the PZPR Central Committee, i.e. themselves and
their own interests.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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Roundabout Blockade
in the Summer of 1981
The strike of the Warsaw public transport company in August 1981 is one of the
more spectacular events during the Solidarity Carnival. I found myself on the round
about completely out of the blue. With two children aged 7 and 8, we were packing
to go to Masuria. Suddenly, two men burst in and, referring to Seweryn Jaworski from
the Mazovia Region, categorically demanded that I go to the strike with them. I knew
Seweryn from earlier, just like I knew the lovely organisational chaos, so I took the kids
and off we went. There was a bizarre mess at the famous intersection. Trams and buses
were parked in unexpected places, there were grim ZOMO [Motorized Reserves of the
Citizens’ Militia] cordons and a frantic, edgy crowd. Someone quickly briefed me on the
situation: “We are one roundabout too close”. As you know, the “Cyntral Cummittee of
our Party” was located at the next roundabout. The reason for the strike was the disas
trous supply situation. When I was pushed out onto the stage, I started as follows: “My
regards to the working class, who have been deceived for 30 years into believing that
it’s the ruling class, and who believed that to be so. Today, it rules on the roundabout! –
You should not get mad at the lines to get meat. They are proof that meat is available!
– If there isn’t enough meat somewhere, draw lots! We draw lots on cars, sausage, so
we can do it for liver too. Let’s introduce lottery socialism. You draw the winning lot,
you get to live, you don’t, you get a kick in the ass, and there! What the hell do we need
unlucky people for? – ‘It boggles the mind’ as the militia officer who brings veal to my
house is fond of saying. – They’re threatening us that neighbours may take action, but
since they’re threatening us using our best friends, we’re not really scared! Thanks to
our neighbours, we had a light winter. All boundaries were secured with a quilted jack
et. And, truth be told, socialism is like toilet paper. It’s constantly unfurling and is only
good for wiping your a**. Introduce socialism on the Sahara, and after a week, you’ll
have a shortage of sand!… and so on”. The show lasted for around an hour. My children,
Jasia and Mikołaj, were somewhere about. People gave them some stuff, little cartons
of juice, a waiter from a hotel even brought them some borscht and croquettes. When
we sang in rupture “For Poland to be Poland” at the heart of Warsaw, next to Stalin’s
palace, I knew that we would win. Right after the show was done, two SB (Służba Bez
pieczeństwa [Security Service]) officers took me under my arms, put me in their van, and
took me to a long interrogation. When they released me hours later, I was sure Poland
would win. The SB’s rage was convincing, the fear, authentic.
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Samitowski’s Reportage
Tadeusz Samitowski was a journalist of the “Dziennik Telewizyjny” [Evening News]. In
January 1981, he drew attention to himself with an aggressive reportage from Olsztyn,
which became a symbol of the shift in the tone of the PRL propaganda. On 15 Janu
ary 1981, a warning strike took place in the WarmińskoMazurskie Region of Solidarity,
where the strikers demanded that the 1st Secretary of the KW PZPR, Edmund Wojnow
ski, be dismissed and put on trial due to numerous instances of abuse of power. The
MKZ [Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee] in Olsztyn asked the prosecutor’s office to
initiate an investigation. In the local press, dominated by PZPR, Solidarity’s demands
were caricatured, and Wojnowski was fiercely defended. In this situation, Tadeusz Sami
towski arrived in Olsztyn from Warsaw. The reportage aired on TVP 1 completely obfus
cated the essence of the dispute and furiously attacked the Region’s leader, Mirosław
Krupiński, and another local Solidarity leader, Edmund Łukomski. Samitowski’s report
age went down in the history of the authoritiesUnion relations in 1980–1981, being the
beginning of a new wave of propaganda. While party apparatchiks weren’t too strong
ly defended during the Gierek era, Samitowski’s reportage was a signal for them that
from that point onwards, the authorities would vigorously defend them. Samitowski
would later be posted to Budapest as a correspondent, and currently, he contributes to
the “Przegląd” [Review] weekly.

Piotr Semka
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Scared Communists
In their secret reports, written in midJuly 1980, the authorities acknowledge that
the situation starts getting out of their control. Replacement means of transport were
created to carry milk from collection points and milk products to the stores. The vol
ume of purchases of bread, salt, groats, and other foodstuffs increased. On 17 July, by
passing Lublin, Edward Gierek – 1st Secretary of KC PZPR – arrived in Chełm, where he
visited the “Chełm – 80” Student Campaign. However, the strike “plague” arrived there
too – “Transbud” Chełm Branch IV went on strike on the same day.
On 18 July at 7:30 a.m., a special staff meeting was held at the PZPR Voivodeship
Committee in Lublin to assess the situation. A decision was made to call on the pub
lic to return to work. To this end, it was decided to publish an additional issue of the
“Sztandar Ludu” [The People’s Standard] – a body of the KW PZPR – and to publish the
call in the afternoon issue of “Kurier Lubelski” [Lublin Courier], to hang the document
around the city and to broadcast it on Radio Poland.
The authorities’ calculations on the range of the strikes and enterprises they covered
were way off. At 12:30 p.m., meetings took place in the Municipal Committee and in the
Voivodeship Committee of PZPR in Lublin, attended by approx. 600 people, represent
ing the political and economic activist organisations of various sectors of the econo
my. Discussions on strikes and the market situation have intensified among the crews
of other enterprises. Meanwhile, the difficulties in maintaining the continuity of sales
of bread, milk, and other basic foodstuffs have worsened. There were rumours about
a general strike in Lublin to be held on the next day. Władysław Kruk, 1st Secretary of
KW PZPR, made an appeal to Lublin residents via Radio Poland to be mindful and keep
calm, and “take any and all possible action to restore regular work”. The message was
published in the “Kurier Lubelski” and was also hung around Lublin. The relevant mes
sage has been transmitted by the local radio station.
The events in Lublin were even addressed by the PZPR Central Committee Political
Bureau in Warsaw on 18 July. A Government Committee was appointed to examine the
demands made at the enterprises. It was headed by Mieczysław Jagielski, member of
the KC PZPR Politburo, Deputy Prime Minister, and Deputy of the Sejm from the Lubel
skie Voivodeship. Later that evening, at around 9:00 p.m., the local UKF radio station
interrupted its regular programming and aired a message from the party’s meeting
concerning “the situation in Lublin”, expressing concern over the “stoppages” and “the
general situation in the city”.
On 18 July, the Security Service arrested a dozen or so people from the Lublin op
position who were involved in gathering information about the striking work estab
lishments and held them for 48 hours. Everyone was detained in the “cauldron” which
was organised on that day at 5:30 p.m. in the apartment rented, among others, by
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Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, head of the group. The search was participated by SB Maj. Zdy
bicki. The detainees (including Anna Samolińska, Małgorzata Żórawska, Krzysz
tof Żurawski, Janusz Bazydło, Norbert Pietrzak, Anna Bazel, Andrzej Pluta, Stanisław
Derdej, Bogdan Giermek, and Piotr Tomczak) spent the next 48 hours at SB headquar
ters. Arrests were avoided by, among others, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Agnieszka Onysz
kiewicz, Paweł Nowacki, and Waldemar Jakson. According to the information provided
by the authorities and the Security Service, the dismantling of this group was related
to counteracting possible attempts to organise a rally in Lublin on the following day.
According to the Ministry of the Interior, on 19 July, despite it being a Saturday,
strikes in Lublin and the Lubelskie Voivodeship still included 42 enterprises and about
20,000 people. In the morning, an extra issue of the “Sztandar Ludu”, all 80,000 cop
ies published in Lublin only, was completely sold out. It included an announcement
about a meeting of the KC PZPR Political Bureau the day before, about the plenary
meeting of KW PZPR in Lublin, and a message to the citizens of Lublin. Satisfaction
was expressed that the problems concerning crews of Lublin enterprises and its citi
zens were addressed by the central government. The specially prepared voivodeship
activists, numbering over 800, were sent to “convince” crews, worker groups, as well
as individuals, even going as far as visiting their homes uninvited. The authorities of
neighbouring voivodeships – Zamojskie and Siedleckie – granted aid in the form of
transport, milk and bread supplies. Nevertheless, the increased purchase of foodstuffs
has continued throughout the voivodeship, mainly in Lublin. Frequent withdrawals of
money from foreign currency accounts have also been observed. The Security Service
prevented the dissemination of 550 copies of a leaflet calling for the solidarity of work
crews in the “fight for their rights” issued by the Lubelskie Confederation of Indepen
dent Poland Lubelskie Region Ongoing Action Management (Lubelskie Rejonowe Kie
rownictwo Akcji Bieżącej Konfederacji Polski Niepodległej). In the evening, the Lublin
PKP Node crew returned to work.
On the eve of an important communist holiday, the anniversary of establishing the
PKWN (Polski Komitet Wyzwolenia Narodowego [Polish Committee of National Liberation]) (also blasphemously called: National Day of the Rebirth of Poland), party author
ities in the Lubelskie Region could breathe easy. The wave of strikes has clearly ebbed.
The authorities have tried to ensure that cities (Lublin, Puławy, Świdnik, Kraśnik) and en
terprises, schools, and institutions were decorated for the festivities. At 2:00 p.m., a cel
ebratory session of the Voivodeship National Council (Wojewódzka Rada Narodowa,
WRN) and the Voivodeship National Unity Front Committee (Wojewódzki Komitet Fron
tu Jedności Narodu) was held in Lublin. In his special speech, the 1st Secretary of KW
PZPR in Lublin confirmed that there will be no repercussions while speaking on the
strikes. WRN councillors adopted a resolution imposing obligations on the Lubelskie
Voivode regarding the mode and manner of handling the “correct” motions and de
mands made by the crews and citizens. The opinion that “too much evil has built up”
was repeated often. On 22 July 1980, on the anniversary of the proclamation of the
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PKWN Manifest, in Chełm, in the early morning, the Camaraderie of Arms Monument
(Pomnik Braterstwa Broni) was doused in paint. A symbolic fact, although the perpetra
tors and their intentions remained unknown.
On 24 July, the “Radzynianka” Labour Cooperative (Spółdzielnia Pracy “Radzy
nianka”) in Radzyń Podlaski (approx. 50 people) goes on strike, but the authorities tri
umphantly report on the strikes ending. Ideological pressures on crews of enterprises
were immediately intensified. All major enterprises had teams for the implementation
of the proposals and demands submitted. Ending the strikes did not, however, calm the
people in these enterprises down. Tensions were still abounding in connection with
particularising employee demands and motions and ongoing discussions on the man
ner and deadline for addressing them. In a few weeks’ time, these experiences will re
sult in the Lubelskie Region as a whole beginning to organise the largest Independent
and SelfGoverning Trade Union “Solidarity” in Poland’s history.

Paweł Janowski
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Socialist Democracy
Socialist democracy is monumentally idiotic. There is no such thing. Simply put, ev
ery adjective added to the word “democracy” makes it void. Therefore, “socialist de
mocracy” was, and is, an oxymoron, an internally contradictory expression.
Unfortunately, propaganda works and is effective – not least because people do not
think about what they hear. A systemic approach to ignoring propaganda may, para
doxically, increase its effectiveness. In the PRL, all media outlets repeated such phrases
as “socialist democracy” several dozen times a day. It was prevalent in every issue of
every newspaper. In this situation, every person not living in a cloister or under a rock
was exposed to the phrase at least a couple of times a day. If something is talked about,
it exists. Later, phrases of this kind were called “press facts”.
Let us look at the bodies of “socialist democracy” and their activities. The Sejm – the
supreme body of the state authority made all the decisions unanimously. A Parliament
that makes all the decisions unanimously, simply has no right to exist. That situation
prevailed from the 1950s until the end of the 1980s. If one of the deputies broke the
unanimity, it was spoken about for years. And the deputy would disappear. The nom
inal, collegial head of state – the Council of State – was mainly known for using lan
guage like “The Council of State did not exercise the right of pardon”, which was the
dramatic clou of any communication on the performance of the death penalty. The
National Council was the official name of the clique exploiting the district, gmina, po
wiat, or voivodeship. The larger the administrative unit, the bigger and more complex
the clique. The official trade unions readily cooperated with the party in keeping the
employees leashed and muzzled.
In socialism, a world like straight out of an Orwellian novel, every institution was its
own contradiction. The names of those institutions should have been understood not
as they were written, but as exactly the opposite. Terrorists were called the Security
Service, armed groups on the party’s payroll, the Citizens’ Militia. The atomisation of
society was, of course, led by the National Unity Front (Front Jedności Narodu, FJN).
And all of that was directed by the Polish United Workers’ Party, called neither a party,
nor united, and especially not Polish or workers’.
At this opportunity, it’s worth noting that the adjective “socialist” had a lot of power.
As we know, every magic spell has power. A proper spell is also paradoxical and ambiv
alent. It can work one way or another, it can uplift and cancel at the same time. Firstly – if
something was socialist, it was of course impossible to criticise or even discuss. Because
everything that is socialist is the best by nature. Secondly, that adjective cancelled ev
erything. Meaning, it blew up any noun that it was describing. The socialist economy
meant ECONOMY. A “Hero of Socialist Labour” was most often a loudmouthed drunk
ard from the enterprise council, or, at best, an idiot who worked faster than everyone
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else because they disorganised any possible efforts their colleagues would decide to
put in. The socialist work organisation meant “whorehouse on wheels”. It’s scary to try
and guess what was meant by the phrase “socialist norms of coexistence”. Schools even
tried to popularise a “socialist morality”. In practice, it turned out to mean duplicity,
popularising thievery, bribery, and prevalent drunkenness. Truly, that word held power.
Solidarity did not use it. The people of Solidarity spoke of democracy without using any
adjectives. It seems that the art of enchanting reality was unknown to them.

Wojciech Tomczyk
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Solidarity Carnival
No one knows who came up with this term. It certainly gained the greatest popular
ity ex-post – after 13 December 1981. It was at that time that – in contrast to the grim era
of the Military Council of National Salvation (Wojskowa Rada Ocalenia Narodowego,
WRON) – everything that happened between August ’80 and December ’81 seemed to
be a colourful celebration of freedom. However, the word “carnival” was jokingly used
much earlier, when NSZZ “Solidarity” was still legal. It conveyed a vague feeling that
the period of an outburst of freedom in the country living in the shadow of the Soviet
Union is unsustainable and fragile, and at the same time necessary for the psychologi
cal wellbeing of the nation.
Today, many years later, the Carnival could be divided into three fundamental
phases. The first is the period from 30 August 1980 – the date of the signing of the
Gdańsk Agreement ending the strikes in the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk. It’s widely ac
cepted that its end came at the beginning of February 1981 when the PM, Józef Piń
kowski, tendered his resignation. It was a period when the communist authorities were
surprised by the speed with which more structures of Solidarity were created, and
paralysed by fear of the new situation. NSZZ “Solidarity” quickly became a force of 10
million people. The leaders of the August strike – Lech Wałęsa, Anna Walentynowicz,
and Andrzej Gwiazda – toured the big and medium Polish cities, attracting thousands
of people to stadiums. Change spread throughout Poland like wildfire. Independent
initiatives were emerging in almost all communities. In the new academic year, stu
dents founded the Independent Students’ Association – NZS. In secondary schools, the
School Youth Movement (Ruch Młodzieży Szkolnej) was gaining momentum. Farmers
were organising Rural Solidarity (Solidarność Wiejska). As a result of the changes, art
ists’ associations became very active. All of this initially surprised and weakened the
authorities. The determination exhibited by Solidarity impressed the party and govern
ment leaders. That was the case when, in November 1980, conflict broke out over the
arrest of Jan Narożniak and Piotr Sapełło, two employees in the copy room of the public
prosecutor’s office, who revealed a memo by the Prosecutor General, Lucjan Czubiński,
ordering further prosecution of the democratic opposition. There was a threat of a sol
idarity strike and the PZPR withdrew. Similarly, the authorities demonstrated a lack of
confidence in the dispute over the registration of NSZZ “Solidarity”. Registration did go
through, although without recognition of the socalled leading role of the Communist
Party in the State. This period can be agreed to have ended in February 1981.
The second phase began on 11 February, when General Wojciech Jaruzelski, the
former Minister of Defence, took up the post of Prime Minister. There was already a con
solidation taking place within the regime at that time and a plan to pull Solidarity into
ongoing conflicts meant to undermine its authority was first formulated. The most
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prominent event of that period would be the Bydgoszcz provocation, which, through
the threat of a general strike by Solidarity, ended on 31 March 1981 with the signing of
the Warsaw Agreement. Many Solidarity activists would later indicate that this compro
mise had a serious impact on the dynamism of the movement. However, after a certain
drop in tension, the hopes for Solidarity to regain its initiative arose during two rounds
of the NSZZ “Solidarity” conference. It was at that time that the message to the people
of Central Europe was published, which pointed out that as long as Solidarity continues
to exist legally, it can become a template for similar movements in other countries of
the Eastern Block.
The beginning of the last stage of the Carnival symbolically began on 16–18 Octo
ber 1981, when General Wojciech Jaruzelski was elected as 1st secretary during the 4th
plenum of the KC PZPR. At that point, the authorities were almost convinced that the
society – tired by the struggle to get the most basic necessities – will start to become
pessimistic and even fearful of the collapse of the state’s economy. On the Solidarity
side, this resulted in polarisation. More moderate activists started to look for hope for
the survival of Solidarity in mediation between the Church and the authorities. More
radical ones started to proclaim the inevitability of a general clash – the Union was
supposed to lead society to a confrontation with the authorities. The impact of the Sol
idarity revolution on the police and military has been overestimated. This third phase
ended with the introduction of martial law and pushing Solidarity underground.
The term “carnival” is criticised by some activists as boiling the events of 1980–1981
down to a partylike festivity. Others argue that using the carnival formula in a natural
manner was advantageous for loosening the social solidarity bonds after 13 December
1981, as it suggested that when the military marched out onto the streets, normalcy,
however ugly, came back with it. Critics of the word fail to take into account the fact
that it was used ironically. Its light tone masked mood swings ranging from faith in the
victory of the Polish revolution and fears of a repeat of the events in Hungary in 1956
and Czechoslovakia in 1968. Still others remember the Carnival as a period of very pure
and selfless social behaviours.

Piotr Semka
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Solidarity Press
It played a decisive role in the freedom revolution of Solidarity. It broke the informa
tion monopoly of the communist press. It created an area for exchanging thoughts and
for a free civil debate. The trade union press created strong ties between the members
of Solidarity, and shaped their thinking about Poland. Its beginnings date back to 1976,
and it operated and developed until 1989 (some titles are still appearing today). In total,
around 5,500 independent magazines, newspapers, and prints with different publica
tion frequencies were created and present in sociopolitical life after August 1980, until
censorship was lifted.
The most important union magazine in the Lubelskie Region was the “Biuletyn
Informacyjny Międzyzakładowego Komitetu Założycielskiego NSZZ »Solidarność« Re
gion ŚrodkowoWschodni” [Information Bulletin of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of NSZZ “Solidarity” Central and Eastern Region] (that title would change later). Until
30 November 1981, 58 issues appeared; circulation was around 20–30,000 copies. From
9 June 1981 onwards, the role of the official regional body of the Solidarity Authorities
was fulfilled by the “Informator” [Informer] published by the Information Bureau of the
Central and Eastern Regional Board. By 12 December 1981, 147 issues were published.
Some of them had several daily publications (e.g. A, B, C, D). Circulation was between
5 and 20,000 copies.
Local bulletins also played an important role. One of the leading ones in the re
gion was the “Biuletyn Informacyjny Międzyzakładowego Komitetu Założycielskiego
NSZZ »Solidarność« Ziemi Puławskiej” [Information Bulletin of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Puławska Land] and from February 1981
– “Biuletyn Informacyjny NSZZ »Solidarność« Ziemi Puławskiej” [Information Bulleting
of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Puławska Land]. Issue 1 was published on 4 November
1980; by the time martial law was introduced, 74 issues had been published with a cir
culation of 4–5,000 copies. On 16 March 1981, the “Solidarność Ziemii Lubartowskiej”
[Lubartowska Land Solidarity] magazine was issued by the InterEnterprise Coordinating
Committee of the Lubartów City Region. On 19 October 1981, the title was changed:
“Przełom. Biuletyn Informacyjny. Pismo NSZZ »Solidarność« Ziemi Lubartowskiej. Re
gion ŚrodkowoWschodni” [Breakthrough. Information Bulletin. NSZZ “Solidarity” Lubartowska Land Magazine. Central and Eastern Region], and it was published by the Branch
Board of NSZZ “S” in Lubartów. Circulation was between 600 and 2,000 copies.
Several of the Solidarity press initiatives were connected to the city of Zamość.
The most important one was the “Zamojski Biuletyn Informacyjny” [Zamość Information Bulletin] issued by the InterEnterprise Founding Committee of Independent
and SelfGoverning Trade Unions “Solidarity”. Issue 1 was published on 27 November
1980. Circulation was 500–1,300 copies and 14 issues were published. Two issues of
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“Solidarność. Biuletyn Ziemi Zamojskiej” [Solidarity. Zamojska Land Information Bulletin]
were published, starting from 9 August 1981 at the NSZZ “Solidarity” Branch Manage
ment in Zamość.
The NSZZ “Solidarity” enterprise commissions operating in larger enterprises also
issued their own independent papers. Usually, they contained information on the day
today problems of a given enterprise and worker, as well as wage, and social initiatives
undertaken. One of them was the “Pismo Związkowe” [Trade Union Magazine] pub
lished from 5 November 1980 in Świdnik by the NSZZ “Solidarity” Enterprise Founding
Committee of the WSKPZL “Świdnik”. Around 100 copies of issue 1 were printed. It
was published irregularly. Circulation was gradually increasing, reaching 4,000 copies
in March 1981. 45 issues were published before martial law. Starting in January 1981, the
“Biuletyn Informacyjny Założycielskiego Komitetu Robotniczego NSZZ »Solidarność«
Fabryki Samochodów Ciężarowych Lublin” [Information Bulletin of the Workers’ Founding Committee of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Lublin Truck Factory]. 22 issues were published.
Circulation was 1,200–3,000 copies. The “Biuletyn Komisji Zakładowej NSZZ »Solidar
ność« Fabryki Łożysk Tocznych im. M. Buczka w Kraśniku” [Bulletin of the Enterprise Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” at the M. Buczek Rolling-Element Bearing Factory in Kraśnik]
was one of the first ones to be published in the region. Issue 1 was dated as at 24 Oc
tober 1980; the circulation was 1,300–3,500 copies. On 12 December 1980, issue 1 of
“Solidarność” [Solidarity] magazine started being published at the “Puławy” Nitrogen
Plant (47 issues were published, circulation was 1–4,000 copies).
Lublin tertiary schools were a natural area for publishing activities; a leading mag
azine among those was the “Solidarność Uniwersytecka. Biuletyn informacyjny NSZZ
»Solidarność« Uniwersytetu Marii CurieSkłodowskiej w Lublinie” [University Solidarity.
Information Bulletin of NSZZ “Solidarity” in the Marie Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin]. Issue 1 was published on 11 November 1980. Overall, 47 issues were published
with circulation between 200 and 2,000 copies. Additionally, 15 issues of “Biuletyn In
formacyjny NSZZ »Solidarność« Akademii Rolniczej w Lublinie” [Information Bulletin of
NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Agricultural Academy in Lublin] were published. Circulation was
500–1,500 copies. One interesting initiative was “Marginalia. Pismo Koła Bibliotekarzy
NSZZ »Solidarność« KUL” [Marginalia. Magazine of the Librarian Circle of NSZZ “Solidarity”
at KUL]. Between January and July 1981, 3 issues were published, with a circulation of
350 copies. On 15 August 1981, the first issue of “Solidarność. Biuletyn informacyjny
NSZZ »Solidarność« Politechniki Lubelskiej” [Solidarity. Information Bulletin of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Lublin University of Technology] was published. 21 issues were published
with circulations between 250 and 700 copies. “Solidarność AM. Biuletyn informacyjny
NSZZ »Solidarność« Akademii Medycznej w Lublinie” [AM Solidarity. Information Bulletin
of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Medical Academy in Lublin] is a magazine that first appeared
on 10 February 1981 and had a run of 8 issues. Circulation varied between 300 and
1,000 copies.
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Publishing initiatives sprung up like mushrooms, but often disappeared after a short
time – only several or around a dozen issues were ever published. Reality would verify
editorial, printing, and financial capabilities. Nevertheless, these dozens, maybe hun
dreds of titles were an expression of emerging social activity and fulfilled the need to
express their views, assessments, and plans. These magazines include: “Solidarność.
Pismo Komisji Międzyzakładowej NSZZ »Solidarność« przy Muzeum Okręgowym i Wo
jewódzkim Archiwum Państwowym w Zamościu” [Solidarity. Magazine of Inter-Enterprise NSZZ “Solidarity” Commission at the District Museum and Voivodeship National Archive in Zamość] (5 issues were published with a circulation of 300 copies), “Biuletyn
Informacyjny” [Information Bulletin] of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the “Agromet” Farming
Equipment Factory (2 issues), “Biuletyn Informacyjny” [Information Bulletin] issued by
NSZZ “Solidarity” at the Health Care Complex in Lubartów (50–600 copies), “Biuletyn
Informacyjny” [Information Bulletin] of NSZZ “Solidarity” at the “Puławy” Industrial Con
struction Company (several dozen issues), “Biuletyn Informacyjny” [Information Bulletin]
of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Enterprise Commission at the “Polmozbyt” National Enterprise
in Lublin (150–250 copies), “Solidarność Kolejowa. Biuletyn informacyjny Wschodniego
Okręgu Kolei Państwowych Lublin” [Railway Solidarity. Information Bulletin of the Eastern
District of the National Railways Lublin] (from 20 November 1980, 18 issues, 1,500–3,000
copies each), “Solidarność Nauczycieli Chełmskich. Biuletyn informacyjny” [Chełm
Teachers’ Solidarity. Information Bulletin] (from 30 December 1980 circulation was 300
copies), and “Ścieżki” [Paths], which, in November 1980, became “Pismo Środowiskowe
Komitetu Koordynacyjnego NSZZ »Solidarność« w Świdniku” [Magazine of the Environmental Coordinating Committee of NSZZ “Solidarity” in Świdnik] (circulation of 1,000
copies).
The rural community had the “Biuletyn Informacyjny Wojewódzkiego Komitetu
Założycielskiego NSZZ Rolników »Solidarność Wiejska«” [Information Bulletin of the
Farmer NSZZ “Rural Solidarity” Voivodeship Founding Committee” (issue 1 was published
on 29 December 1980; the magazine changed title several times, 19 issues were pub
lished) which was published in: Lublin, Biała Podlaska, Zamość, and Chełm (circulation
of 600–15,000 copies).
Students organised in the Independent Students’ Association (Niezależne Zrzesze
nie Studentów) also printed their own magazines. In October 1980, issue 1 of “Biuletyn
TKZ NZS UMCS” [TKZ NZS UMCS Bulletin] [TKZ – Interim Founding Committee; NZS – Independent Students’ Association; UMCS – Marie Curie-Skłodowska University] was published
with a circulation of 500–1,000 copies. From January until March 1981, “Całym Zdaniem.
Pismo studentów Akademii Rolniczej” [Full Sentences. Agricultural Academy Student
Magazine] (circulation of 550 copies). The “Monolog. Pismo Niezależnego Zrzeszenia
Studentów Politechniki Lubelskiej” [Monologue. Magazine of the Independent Students’
Association of the Lublin University of Technology] had only a twoissue run (September
and October 1981, circulation of 500 copies).
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The “Informator Akademicki” [Academic Informer], issued by the NZS Student Infor
mation Bureau at the Lublin University of Technology (Biuro Informacji Studenckiej NZS
Politechniki Lubelskiej), was published from 19 November 1981 (20 issues with a circu
lation of 500–700 copies). The KUL community had its own “KULier. Zeszyt Niezależ
nego Zrzeszenia Studentów” [KUL-ier. Booklet of the Independent Students’ Association]
prepared by the NZS KUL Publishing Commission (circulation of 1–2,000 copies). KUL
also had the “Kronika Wydarzeń” [Chronicle of Events] (since 6 April 1981). The last issue,
published in November 1981, was entitled: “Podtekst. Pismo Niezależnego Zrzeszenia
Studentów Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego” [Subtext. Magazine of the Independent Students’ Association of the Catholic University of Lublin]. Furthermore, the Medical
University had the “Tętno. Pismo Tymczasowego Komitetu Założycielskiego Niezależ
nego Zrzeszenia Studentów Akademii Medycznej w Lublinie” [Pulse. Magazine of the
Independent Students’ Association at the Lublin Medical University] (only 3 issues were
published from 20 November 1980).
The entire publishing universe can be glimpsed just by looking at a single Solidarity
Region. It was a real “paper revolution” of free speech and independent thought.

Paweł Janowski
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“Solidarity Weekly”
At that time I was living in Bruna Street, so the editorial office of “Tygodnik Solidar
ność” [Solidarity Weekly] housed in its shanty on Batorego Street was really just around
the corner. However, I was completely uninterested in the Zielona Gęś [Green Goose]
cafe located nearby, where, obscured by clouds of cigarette smoke, journalists working
for the weekly held endless discussions. Not because I didn’t smoke, since we all did
back then, I simply had no interest in it. I felt life, dispute, and inspiration lay elsewhere.
“Solidarity Weekly”, which was launched under Tadeusz Mazowiecki in April 1981,
just after the Bydgoszcz crisis and cancellation of the general strike, was something
achieved via taxing negotiations with the government. People treated each edition of
this magazine – a large sheet of thick paper with “Solidarity” inscribed in red using
the nowfamous font – like a relic and stored them away instead of discarding after
reading, and sometimes even without reading. Today yellowed copies can probably
be found in the basements or cupboards of many homes. You know: everyone had this
feeling of frailness, the temporality of the miracle.
Of course, the very existence of the paper was of great importance: having Solidari
ty break into official circulation was a sanction of our existence. And of course, disputes
with censorship were extremely important: from Barbara Łopieńska’s interview with an
anonymous censor to legal disputes over individual texts – which happened after pass
ing a relevant act. Today readers may find it interesting when, for example, they read
a justification for stopping the printing of an extensive article by Krzysztof Czabański,
“Przywileje” [Privileges], on the basis of Art. 2 (2) and (6) of the Act on Publication and
Show Control (Ustawa o kontroli publikacji i widowisk): “because a publication con
stitutes a form of exerting psychological influence over the reader for the purpose of
ingraining a resolve in their minds to commit prohibited acts aimed at overthrowing
the constitutional system of the PRL”.
It is ultimately unknown what “Solidarity Weekly” was supposed to be exactly. Not
really an official union body that attempted to present a position for negotiating with
the authorities; not really a paper for the opposition intelligentsia who were trying to
chart the directions for change and indicate the state of individual areas of social life
(education, healthcare, minorities, prison service); not really a paper to help the general
public catch up on its education (history column, autopresentation of the preAugust
democratic opposition). The sharp divisions within the Union were not disclosed, the
anticommunist face of the entire huge movement was faded out, going through all
possible inflections of the word “renewal”, support was given to Lech, and in reality to
the experts centred on Mazowiecki.
Yes, the paper recorded the great events and shocks of 1981, scrupulously report
ed on the first Solidarity Congress, which was a great celebration for the democratic,
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fragmented Poland; however, it did so in a way that was not very dynamic and it’s diffi
cult to say whether a new language was born and existed within it.
Today still, although saved by the cheeky drawings of Andrzej Krauze and intrigu
ing texts of Krzysztof Kłopotowski provoking readers with critical opinions on Andrzej
Wajda’s “Man of Iron”, the new communication style and language flourished more
in company and regional papers. In the Mazowsze Regional headquarters on Moko
towska Street, for example, Agnieszka, my future wife, sat at the table of “Wiadomoś
ci Dnia” [News of the Day] and right next to her, someone was distributing the rival
“Niezależność” [Independence]. In the afternoons, I would come to pick Agnieszka up
and we would make our way to Plac Zbawiciela for an ersatz hotdog: a hollowedout
bun stuffed with mushrooms and onions.

Andrzej Horubała
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Solidary with Family
This dimension of social activity in the Lublin Solidarity has found its important
place after several months of Union activities. On 17 May 1981, delegates of the 1st
General Meeting of Delegates of the Central and Eastern Region adopted a resolution
(no. 27) entitled “O najpilniejszej pomocy dla rodzin” [On the Immediate Aid for Families]
in Świdnik. It states that the threat of “hunger and poverty” to almost 1/5 of the popula
tion requires immediate action. Therefore, the Regional Board and the enterprise com
missions were required “to organise aid for the most disadvantaged groups of workers
and their families”.
In particular, large oneparent families, single mothers, families living in poverty,
affected by alcoholism, retirees, and pensioners were mentioned. It was stressed that
the aid should cover both material and social needs. According to data from the Lublin
Social Research Centre (Lubelski Ośrodek Badań Społecznych), at that time, Solidarity
members expressed the expectation that the Union would first deal with the living
conditions of working people.
29 May 1981, the Regional Board (Zarząd Regionu, ZR) adopted a resolution “on
family policy”, which decided to entrust the Social Research Centre (Ośrodek Badań
Społecznych) with the development of a bank of information in the form of a file com
prising Lublin, other cities, and the entire region, in order to be able to provide aid
to all who need it. It was an action without precedent. In order to ensure the proper
functioning of the aid for the socalled special care families, the Regional Board was to
provide fulltime staff from its office who were to receive notifications from enterprise
commissions about the existing needs, complete the information bank, and direct the
distribution of funds.
It was also decided to set up a team of social workers for special care families and
a social Family Consultation Team (Zespół Konsultacyjny ds. Rodzin). Readiness to work
in the latter was expressed by doc. Jerzy Bartmiński (UMCS [Marie Curie-Skłodowska University]), doc. Maria Gałkowska (KUL [Catholic University of Lublin]), ed. Czesław Dąbrow
ski (PAX [PAX Association]), doc. Ewa JabłońskaDeptuła, Fr. Marcin Jankiewicz, prof.
Zofia Sękowska (UMCS), Eng. Janusz Karpiński (ZR), ed. Barbara Jurkowska, Dr. Elżbieta
Teske (UMCS), and Bronisława Strojnowska.
In the following days, the Family Council, operating with the Regional Board, ini
tiated the creation of a movement called: Solidarity of Families (Solidarność Rodzin),
inspired by Catholic social teachings. The intention of this initiative was, inter alia, to re
build the capacity for selforganisation and mutual solidarity within family and neigh
bourhood groups. One of the important motives for the movement was to “extend
the area of freedom”: “It was not enough to have a sense of community in the work
place, but also in one’s immediate surroundings – where one lives. It was particularly
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important in large, anonymous urban neighbourhoods, where people living side by
side were complete strangers”, Ewa JabłońskaDeptuła said. It was therefore no coinci
dence that the Solidarity of Families movement started in new housing districts and in
parishes covering such districts.
On 21 June 1981, in the Lublin neighbourhood of Kalinowszczyzna – during a meet
ing of representatives of the Family Team (Bronisława Strojnowska and Jerzy Bartmiński)
with residents, which took place in the religious education room at the Salesian Church
– the first Family Solidarity Team was established (also referred to as “neighbourhood
solidarity of families”). In the following months, several additional teams were organ
ised, operating in individual parishes and neighbourhoods.
In view of the growing impoverishment of Polish families, the Regional Board es
tablished the Solidarity Assistance Fund (Fundusz Zapomogowy Solidarności) on 30
July 1981. To operate it, the Team for Providing Immediate Aid (Zespół Najpilniejszej
Pomocy) was appointed at the Regional Board and closely cooperated with the Solidar
ity of Families and the Independent Scouting Movement (Niezależny Ruch Harcerski).
The Family Team at the Regional Board, in cooperation with the Bishop Curia and the
Voivodeship Office, took the initiative of constructing and launching the Monument to
a Child Born – Home for Single Mothers. For this purpose, the Regional Board Presidium
granted financial assistance in the form of a loan (the initiative was carried out in 1984
under the patronage of the Catholic Church).
The idea of Solidarity of Families, developed in Lublin at the initiative of Lubelskie
Region delegates, was included in the programme resolution of the 1st National Con
vention of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity”, and the statute adopted at the convention
(section 7 (5)) included the principle that the initiation of selfaid is a statutory obliga
tion of the members of NSZZ “Solidarity”.
In November 1981, a decision was made to print, as part of union activities, a bro
chure en. “Ruch Solidarności Rodzin” [Solidarity of Families Movement] with basic pro
gramme texts on the aims and tasks of the movement, its connection to the idea of
a SelfGoverning Polish Republic, and creation of a subjective society. Among other
things, there was the idea of linking the activities of the Solidarity of Families’ teams
with preparing the public for local government elections. The brochure was prepared
for a national meeting of movement in Lublin. The nearly complete shipment of the
brochure (2,000 copies) was destroyed by the Security Service in the early days of mar
tial law.
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Stencil Matrix
It was the easiest to access and therefore, the most popular tool for copying texts
during the Solidarity revolution. An effective way to get around communist censorship
and to break the PRL’s information monopoly. A stencil matrix was cheaper and one
hundred times more widespread than mimeographs and spirit duplicators, usually of
Czechoslovakian make. Every person who had to operate the heavy metal roller used
to spread ink on the page probably remembers that unbearable fraction of a second
when you had to stop the roller in midair so the person feeding the paper to the ma
chine could remove the printed page. This stopping of the roller and struggling to
keep it motionless in the air, repeated for the thousandth time, caused a characteris
tic ache of the forearm. The pages drying on special lines were poisoning the usually
small rooms of amateur printing houses, filling them with the stench of ink and causing
headaches. One remedy was to drink a lot of milk, which, it’s embarrassing to admit, we
used to sometimes steal from in front of local blocks of flats.
And then there were continuous problems with breaking the “Skolwin” matrices
and with the thickness of the ink. Against the lowquality Skolwins, the English Gestet
ner stencil matrices brought into the country from the West by foreign delegations
seemed a dream come true. Yet, despite the headaches from the ink and sore arms
from the roller, there was no shortage of volunteers for printing. The knowledge that
leaflets were a very powerful weapon against the communist regime was rewarding
enough for all of the inconveniences.

Piotr Semka
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Strike at the Main School
of Fire Service
Although the Main School of Fire Service (Wyższa Oficerska Szkoła Pożarnicza,
WOSP) was a civilian establishment under the Ministry of the Interior (Ministerstwo
Spraw Wewnętrznych, MSW), the authorities sought to transform it into a military
school within the structure of the MSW. In connection with that, as the Minister of the
Interior at the time, Czesław Kiszczak pointed out, “there will be no unions or strikes
in the ministry”. He meant the Independent Students’ Association, civilian employee
trade unions, and the Solidarity Enterprise Commission at the WOSP.
Since the beginning of September, Kiszczak and the PZPR Political Bureau started
a systematic provocation of strikes to later show society how much martial law needed
to be introduced. The provocations included: the strike at the Higher School of Engi
neering in Radom and a strike of workers at the PGR (Państwowe Gospodarstwo Rolne
[State-Owned Agricultural Holding]) in Lubogóra, which was informally organised by the
KW PZPR in Zielona Góra. These strikes were also participated by the WOSP. Earlier,
rumours were spread about the fact that the school was to be transformed into a mil
itary school and its students used to suppress the strikes. Although negotiations were
conducted with the students, today, everything indicates that it was all fake. From the
outset, the Communists decided on a confrontational solution to the student mutiny.
Therefore, WOSP student cadets convened a rally on 24 November to discuss the
law on higher education. It was attended by both students affiliated with the Indepen
dent Students’ Association and in the Socialist Union of Polish Students [Socjalistyczny
Związek Studentów Polskich]. A few cadets were stopped on their way to the meeting
with a yell: “Stop, or I’ll shoot”. As a result, the cadets present at the school started
a sitin strike and gathered in the assembly hall. After a week, the strike was joined by
the workers from the “Warszawa” Metalworks and FSO [Passenger Car Factory]. Fr. Jerzy
Popiełuszko appeared and celebrated Holy Mass. Several thousand officers from vari
ous services subordinate to the Ministry of the Interior gathered in front of the school.
They included former soldiers with the Vistula Military Units (Nadwiślańskie Jednost
ki Wojskowe) and the Military Internal Service (Wojskowa Służba Wewnętrzna). Thou
sands of civilians gathered around the school, bringing food to the strikers and helping
the cadets keep in contact with their families.
On 2 December 1981, at the order of the communists, WOSP was attacked by a land
ing of police officers (the commander of this operation was Jerzy Dziewulski, who
during the Third Polish Republic, was deemed to be an expert “on special forces”, and
was a favourite celebrity of commercial TV stations). The cadets offered no resistance.
After the police entry to the school, the students were escorted out into busses waiting
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in front of the building. Several people were beaten, especially civilians supporting the
strikers in the building. Some cadets were transported to the railway station, so they
could go home. Over 200 cadets went to the Warsaw University of Technology to re
port on the strike during a press conference.
After the introduction of martial law, the school started working in February 1982.
Some cadets, after signing a “loyalty certificate” (świadectwo lojalności) returned to
school. Others were drafted. Thanks to the efforts of the rectors of the Warsaw Univer
sity of Technology and Warsaw University of Life Sciences, several dozen WOSP stu
dents were admitted to these institutions.
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Strike at PLL LOT and Soviet Landing
At the end of April 1981, the Director of PLL LOT was dismissed. The crew’s selfgov
ernment proposed to set up a competition, and the winner was to become the new
director. Although the Ministry of Communication, to which PLL LOT was subordinate,
didn’t agree to such a manner of appointing the director, the selfgovernment made
the choice in accordance with the law. The winner was Bronisław Klimaszewski, an out
standing expert, who said right after the announcement: “Victory is not as much mine
as that of my programme”. And said programme, in the opinion of the selfgovernment
officials, included both the interests of the state, as well as those of the enterprise. The
minister completely ignored the crew’s choice and proposed his own candidate, who
was in turn rejected by the crew. The selfgovernment appealed to the Solidarity En
terprise Commission to negotiate with the Minister. Three months after negotiations
with the Minister began, the crew decided to go on strike. The 4hour warning strike
on 9 July 1981 was participated by all of the unions operating within LOT. On the same
day, the Minister filled the post of director arbitrarily, appointing Air Force General Józef
Kowalski. The crew did not accept the nomination. A general strike was agreed on to
take place on 24 July.
An InterUnion Strike Committee was appointed for the duration of the warning
strike of 9 July. At 8:00 a.m., all crews stopped working. During a press conference
for domestic and international journalists, questions were asked about whether the
Polish airline intends to stop using Soviet aircraft (which was deemed as a provoca
tion towards the USSR). Before noon, at approx. 11:00 a.m., two unannounced aircraft
appeared over the civilian part of the airfield, carrying commandos. Several dozen of
them disembarked and ostentatiously marched across the airfield. Not long after that,
a third aircraft arrived, this one without distinguishable markings. It soon turned out
that it was carrying Soviet commandos. However, no one disembarked. It just stood
there from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., i.e. until the warning strike was over. Afterwards,
the aircraft taxied further, to the military part of the airfield.
In the following days, a meeting was convened between the Presidium of NSZZ
“Solidarity” of the Mazovia Region devoted to resolving the conflict at PLL LOT. Only
then, the parties managed to reach a compromise. Bronisław Klimaszewski became
deputy director of PLL LOT, and the crew cancelled the general strike scheduled for 24
July.
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Strike Holy Masses
Mass and Cross
in the “Warszawa” Metalworks
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How did Jerzy Popiełuszko and his famous Holy Masses for the Homeland find him
self in Solidarity circles? When, on 28 August 1980, the “Warszawa” Metalworks stopped
working in a show of support for the workers on the coast, on the third day, the strikers
approached the Primate of Poland to ask for Holy Mass, since there were several thou
sand strikers present in the metalworks. He repeatedly talked about it – not only to me,
and not only in the Church of the Holiest Saviour in Warsaw – Father Bronisław Piasecki
(1940–2020), the last chaplain to the Primate of the Millennium, Card. Stefan Wyszyński.
“I presented their request to the Primate and he answered immediately. I returned
to the metalworkers and said: ‘The Primate agreed, we are looking for a priest’, said Fr.
Piasecki”. I went to the Church of St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Żoliborz district. I present
ed the Primate’s request to Fr. prelate Teofil Bogucki. According to the timetable, Fr.
Jerzy Popiełuszko was free at the requested time… We also went to the Church of St.
Magdalene in Wawrzyszew, closest to the metalworks. Once there, we asked the vicar,
Fr. Stanisław Ciąpała, who was willing to join. Both he and Fr. Popiełuszko made their
way to the metalworks. While saying our goodbyes, I told them they could reach me by
telephone. A little after 2:00 p.m., I got a call from Fr. Popiełuszko: “The afternoon shift
has just arrived. They also want a Holy Mass”. Fr. Popiełuszko said: “Come over to my
church, St. Stanislaus”. The next day, before noon, he came over to the Primate to tell
him what happened. The Primate said: “Take care of them and report to me”. “I already
have”, he answered. “And that’s how prayer for the Homeland began in the Church of
St. Stanislaus Kostka”, Fr. Piasecki would always say emotionally.
Meanwhile, the metalworkers built a provisional altar near the gate. A pine cross
was erected above the altar, with a tippet hung around it, made by the woodshop
workers. Chairs were arranged into confessionals. Fr. Popiełuszko celebrated Holy Mass
in front of the cross in May 1981 after the assassination attempt on John Paul II, and
on 31 August 1981 – the anniversary of the strike. After the mass, on the initiative of Fr.
Popiełuszko, the cross was carried to the premises of the metalworks and dug in. The
“Solidarity” Historical Association of the “Warszawa” Metalworks (Stowarzyszenie His
toryczne “Solidarność” Huty “Warszawa”) published the history of the cross:
In October 1991, the NSZZ “S” Enterprise Commission decided to make a durable
cross casing and its steel structure was made by the metalworkers. After 17 years, the
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casing was renovated and on 31 August 2008 a new oak cross was placed on the grave
of Fr. Popiełuszko, and then transported to the Metalworks where it replaced the 1980
cross on the pedestal. By decision of the metalworkers, the original cross from the time
of the Holy Mass celebrated by the blessed Fr. Popiełuszko, was handed over on his
name day on 23 April 2010 to the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka – and moved from the
Metalworks to the church in a procession.

It should be remembered that masses accompanying the strikes were initiated in
Gdańsk and Gdynia. When I wrote a reportage about it together with Marek Krukow
ski in 2013, people remembered very well how things were back then. According to
witness reports, the idea of Holy Masses for protesters in enterprises originated with
Bogdan Borusewicz, an activist of the Free Trade Unions (Wolne Związki Zawodowe,
WZZ) and instigator of the strike in the Gdańsk Shipyard. On Saturday 16 August, the
late Anna Walentynowicz, and Tadeusz Szczudłowski – builder of the cross to com
memorate the upcoming anniversary of December ’70 – volunteered to take care of the
matter. “On the night from 16 to 17 August, I received a delegation from the shipyard”,
Tadeusz Fiszbach, the 1st Secretary of the Voivodeship PZPR, who gained fame as the
cocreator of the August Agreement, told us.
On Sunday, 17 August at 9:00 a.m., Holy Mass started in front of gate no. 2. It was
a very fortunate location. “Thanks to this – Krzysztof Wyszkowski mentioned in our re
portage – this space was ‘communised’. People on both sides of the gate became one,
there was a symbolic unification between the strikers and society. Solidarity was born
of this”.

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska
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Striker Piety
Catholic priests connected with the political opposition got immediately involved
with the new freedom trend. The Catholic Faith and confidence in the care of Our Lady
the Queen of Poland were deeply rooted in the spirituality of Poles from the Lubel
skie Region. Memories of the Our Lady Weeping miracle at the Lublin Cathedral on
3 July 1949 were still present among the people and gave them hope for regaining in
dependence. It was probably on 28 September 1980 in the Fras. Jesuits Church in Lub
lin at Królewska Street where Fra. Bronisław Sroka spoke openly during his sermon that
“there was a group of people in power in Poland who lived at the expense of others,
not caring for the best interest of the nation and its citizens” and that “we should thank
the workers on the coast for the fact that their demands weren’t only about bread and
sausage, but also matters like political prisoners and Holy Mass being transmitted in
the mass media”. The monk pointed to “the wisdom of the nation in recent times and
the moral courage of those who reminded the powers that be that they should look
after the needs of the entire nation and not just their own interests”.
In midOctober 1980, a cross was hung next to the national coat of arms in the staff
room of the Tool Shop of the Lublin Truck Factory (Narzędziownia Fabryki Samocho
dów Ciężarowych w Lublinie). The initiative was probably created by the NSZZ “Soli
darity” community. The authorities immediately took steps to remove the symbol of
faith. On 17 October, during the trade union meeting at the “Puławy” Nitrogen Facto
ry, with the participation of representatives of the largest enterprises in the Lubelskie
Voivodeship, as well as representatives of MKZ [Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee]
from Gdańsk and Lublin, demands were made i.a. for taking strong action towards re
storing religious education in schools. The discussion also called for the construction of
a new church in Puławy. The Lublin ordinary, Bishop Bolesław Pylak, officially demand
ed the construction of three churches: two in Lublin (in the Rury and Kalinowszczyzna
districts) and one in Puławy. The communists only agreed to build the one in Puławy.
On 26 October, a solemn service was held in the Lublin Cathedral in the intention
of NSZZ “Solidarity”, attended by approx. 2,000 faithful. In the second half of Novem
ber 1980, in the Zamojskie Voivodeship, crosses were hung, inter alia, in ZPDz. “Mewa”
[ZPDz – Knitting Industry Enterprise] in Biłgoraj and ZPO “Delia” [ZPO – Clothing Manufacturing Plant] in Zamość. One community that was especially ardent in restoring religious
symbols was the miners. At the beginning of November 1980, a leaflet from Jastrzębie
was distributed in the Bogdanka mine, calling for religious images to be hung in places
of work, in particular pictures of the miners’ patron saint, St. Barbara, and to restore the
traditional miners’ greeting: “God bless” (szczęść Boże). On 4 December, on St. Barbara’s
day, the Lublin Bishop celebrated a solemn service in the church in Łęczna participat
ed by approx. 800 people, consecrated a miners’ standard, and received the title of
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honorary miner. And 10 days later, a ceremony was held to consecrate the picture and
figure of St. Barbara in the assembly hall of the Bogdanka mine. It was attended by
approx. 4,000 people, 3 bishops, members of the KUL Senate, approx. 70 priests, and
an over 100person delegation of miners from Silesia bearing their standards. Religious
symbols started to be commonly placed in schools and enterprises, often funded by
workers. These acts of faith in God and the Catholic Church were accompanied by pro
cessions, e.g. in the church in Trawniki, mass was celebrated as requested by NSZZ “Sol
idarity” ZPDz “Trawena”, during which a cross purchased from the money collected by
the crew was consecrated. The Cross was carried to the plant by a procession and hung
in one of the production halls (approx. 500 people participated in the procession). The
Cross and Image of the Mother of God were also hung in the premises of Solidarity
in the Refrigeration Industry Enterprise (Przedsiębiorstwo Przemysłu Chłodniczego) in
Lublin. Three crosses were hung in three staff rooms at the Rolling Element Bearing
Factory in Kraśnik on 16 December – an anniversary of the tragic events on the coast of
1970. Similar things occurred throughout the Lubelskie Region. Holy Masses were held
for Solidarity authorities, for the workers, crosses were consecrated and later hung in
factory halls, offices, schools, and staff and day rooms. Prayer became an inseparable
component of meetings, assemblies, and important events.
For the Lubelskie Region, a priest of key importance was Fr. Dr. hab. Mieczysław
Brzozowski, who, on 30 December 1980, was appointed by Bishop Bolesław Pylak to be
the representative of the Lublin bishop to work with the NSZZ “Solidarity” Central and
Eastern Region. At the end of the 1970s, Fr. Brzozowski, a member of NSZZ “Solidari
ty” KUL [Catholic University of Lublin], was associated with the Lublin opposition. In the
“Powizytkowski” Church [Assumption of Our Holy Lady Church in Lublin], where he was
a rector, during a Mass for the Homeland, he delivered courageous patriotic sermons.
On 14 February 1981, the first anniversary of the pilgrimage from Lublin to Jasna
Góra, an anniversary pilgrimage was organised with the intention of offering prayers
for the Homeland. It was participated by representatives of the local MKZ and enter
prise delegations. During the night vigil in the chapel of Our Lady in Jasna Góra, a del
egation of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Central and Eastern Region offered the Act of Entrust
ment, committing the NSZZ “Solidarity” Central and Eastern Region to the care of Our
Lady Queen of Poland.
On Sunday 24 May 1981 in the Fras. Dominicans in Lublin, farmers associated in the
NSZZ RI “Solidarity” [Independent and Self-Governed Trade Union of Individual Farmers
“Solidarity”] offered their own Act of Entrustment to the Mother of God. After the Mass
for the Union, Fra. Ludwik Wiśniewski consecrated the headquarters of the Farmer’s
Solidarity at Królewska Street.
The symbolic gesture was the invitation by the Bishop’s Curia of the Board of the
Central and Eastern Region of Solidarity to officially participate in the celebrations and
Corpus Christi procession, as well as to set up a special protection service for the event.
For the Lublin Church, this was a return to the prewar traditions of Corpus Christi
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celebrations with the participation of social and patriotic organisations. NSZZ “Solidar
ity” placed a shrine in front of the Regional Board offices in the form of a large wooden
cross with a white and red sash girded around it. This shrine was where Bishop Bolesław
Pylak delivered a sermon stating: “This house, which has remained dead for all this
time, has awakened thanks to Solidarity”. Solidarity has spoken with its spirituality, by
healing workers and their families, taking piety into the limelight, into the professional,
social, and public sphere.
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Student Strike
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The real, great one, called the Radom Strike, in the second half of November 1981,
encompassed most tertiary schools in the country. It was conducted under the auspic
es of NZS, lasted almost a month, and broke out over the Law on Higher Education, as
well as in solidarity with WSI Radom (Higher School of Engineering), where protests
took place against the election of Prof. Michał Hebda as Rector. Later, it also included
the Main School of Fire Service, where the mutiny was pacified by the ZOMO on 2 De
cember 1981. The attack by a Citizens’ Militia helicopter on the building at Słowackiego
St. was a spectacular prelude to a violent resolution to social protests.
Our strike ended in failure due to fatigue and lack of perspective, although it was
a celebration in and of itself. It was a great holiday. Because of students locking them
selves up in their schools for almost a month and living together, sleeping in lecture
halls, having constant discussions, organising leisure activities, developing rules for
living together was an absolutely amazing experience. It was like an integration trip
without end, and well… with a little fewer intoxicants.
Uncut cigarettes in the form of long paper hoses, delivered as part of aid for the
strikers, taking breakfast and dinner together, lectures and discussions about lectures,
concerts, performances, and singing together. Our department, Polish Philology at the
University of Warsaw. Visits by authors: Zbigniew Herbert and Kazimierz Brandys, the
possibility of having direct conversations with them unrestricted by social norms, night
talks with Adam Michnik, and, above all, constantly being together.
Prof. Henryk Samsonowicz – the UW [Warsaw University] rector – was right when he
said that this type of thing should become a staple in the curriculum. New friendships,
blooming love, but also getting to know each other, bore fruit for many years to come.
The experience gained turned out to be extremely important, especially after 13 De
cember: you knew who you could count on, lean on, who could be part of the plotting.
Young academics who went on strike with us had an opportunity to get to know their
students, which later resulted in a unique connection throughout the academic com
munity. Certainly, the experience of the strike forever marked those who participated in
the Solidarity Carnival together. And it was a great exercise before martial law.

Andrzej Horubała
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Szczudłowski and Mażul –
Two Oaks of the Shipyards
Tadeusz Szczudłowski and Henryk Mażul, two distinct characters of the strike at the
Lenin Shipyard in August ’80, should in principle be mentioned under the “AK Vets”
entry. However, due to their special role in the strike, they deserve a separate mention.
Tadeusz Szczudłowski was born in 1933 in Lviv. As he said, at the age of 11, he served
as a courier between units of the Home Army in the vicinity of Lviv during the operation
taking over this eastern capital of Lesser Poland in 1944, as part of the “Burza” opera
tion. After the war, he came to the coast, where, in 1956, he initiated the cadet mutiny
at the Polish Naval Academy in Gdynia. His resentment towards the system resulted in
the Navy transferring him to the reserve in 1968. In 1977, he founded the Gdańsk Of
fice for the Movement for the Defence of Human and Civic Rights (Ruch Obrony Praw
Człowieka i Obywatela, ROPCiO), and later was connected to the Young Poland Move
ment (Ruch Młodej Polski, RMP). On 3 May 1980, during an illegal demonstration com
memorating the anniversary of ratifying the 3 May Constitution, he spoke at the foot of
the statue of King John III Sobieski. Along with another RMP activist, Dariusz Kobzdej,
he was detained after the demonstration and sentenced to three months in prison. It
was in the intention of Szczudłowski’s and Kobzdej’s release that opposition activists
and workers held little hour prayers every day at the Church of our Lady. In August
1980, after he was released, Szczudłowski immediately started activities towards aiding
workers. He was one of the initiators of mass on the premises of the enterprise, and it
was he who worked alongside the shipyard workers to erect a large, wooden cross dug
in at the site of the massacre in December 1970.
The other person who also participated in the “Burza” operation was Henryk Mażul
(born in 1923 in Kraszewo n. Vilnius, died in May 1995 in Gdańsk). Between 1943 and
1944, he was a member of the 1st Brigade “Jurand” in the Vilnius Home Army structures.
After his unit was surrounded by the NKVD [People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs] in
1944, he was transported to a camp in Kaluga, USSR. He returned to Poland in 1946,
and from 1951 onwards, started working at the Gdańsk Shipyard. A big man with broad
shoulders, he started as part of shipyard security, and later became the main body
guard to Lech Wałęsa until he was elected president of the MKS [Inter-Enterprise Strike
Committee]. The fact that he was overshadowed by Mieczysław Wachowski seems to
day to be one of the symptoms of the Solidarity leader growing distant from the peo
ple thanks to whom August was so authentic, so real.
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Theatre
It’s not that Polish theatre had to chase the Solidarity revolution. It had a large share
in preparing it and later, kept up with it quite well, if a little lopsidedly at times. It’s not
only about the electrifying shows of the Teatr Ósmego Dnia [Eight Day Theatre], which
had been showing the face of the radical young Polish intelligentsia and calling for
mutiny since the 1970s, combining modern language with a rebellious message. Yet,
the repertoire of theatre also provided shows recalling the prohibited, forgotten, or
forced into obscurity tradition: the longhour marathons of Teatr Stary [The Old Theatre] directed by Andrzej Wajda (“Z biegiem lat, z biegiem dni”, 1978) and Jerzy Jarocki
(“Sen o Bezgrzesznej”, 1979) that I watched during the Warsaw MeetUps (Spotkania
Warszawskie) as well as the phenomenal art exhibition “Polaków portret własny” [Poles:
A Self-Portrait] (curated by Marek Rostworowski) were a clear sign that the national spir
it was being reborn and a communityfocussed style of reception was being created.
The powerful street demonstration that began during a mass at the Warsaw Cathedral
on the 60th anniversary of regaining independence was blended in my mind with the
theatre shows.
The performance of the Teatr Wybrzeże [Coast Theatre] on 28 August 1980 on the
premises of the striking Gdańsk Shipyard symbolically indicated the link between
the creative intelligentsia and the workers. During the Solidarity Carnival, critics com
plained that the theatre was not keeping up. But, to its credit, it tried. Actors, together
with other artists, were involved in mass performances and street events related to
protests, blockades, and ceremonies for those who died in the fight for freedom. They
called for truth and justice from the stage, as well.
“The accused: Poznań 56” by Izabella Cywińska gave shocking testimony to the
communist crime that has never been judged. And the big – and unwittingly grotesque
– staging of two Polish archdramas: “Dziady” and “Kordian” in the Spodek arena in
Katowice, seen by many thousands of people, showed just how much hunger there
was for art.
The presentation of second circulation poetry in the Teatr Powszechny, in a perfor
mance entitled “Wszystkie spektakle zarezerwowane” did not go over very well. Re
ferring with its title to the prohibited fruit that was the “Workers’ 80” (see entry: All
Screenings Sold Out), was torn between the underground and official art: works taken
straight out of the mutinous context sounded a little like an evening concert of insur
gent songs, a show programme stylised as underground publications served to com
plete the mixture of aesthetics.
But, after all, there were spectacles heralding something new, such as “Moskwa
Pietuszki” adapted and directed by Jacek Zembrzuski, staged by the NZS PWST The
atre with Sławomir Orzechowski as Wieniczka. Students have shown that grassroots
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and independent initiatives can work. The performances ending with “Epitafium dla
Włodzimierza Wysockiego” performed by Jacek Kaczmarski weer a great guideline for
the independent Teatr Domowy that would emerge several months later.
For me, the spectacle of that season which I remember most vividly was “Amade
usz”, directed by Roman Polański and staged at the Teatr na Woli, with Polański in the
title role and Tadeusz Łomnicki as Salieri (it premiered on 23 June 1981). The thing that
was, most likely on purpose, not listed in the detailed timetable – “Kultura po Jałcie”
[Culture After Yalta] prepared by Marta Fik – was for me, an incredible show, extremely
meaningful on so many levels: a meeting of two great artists with completely different
lives, cast in expressive roles, which they inhabited and didn’t at the same time, they
played to exhaustion and simpered, bursting out in very different types of laughter
over their fate, the fate of the artist, the fate of the human being.
“Amadeusz” decided on my choice of my life’s path: I went to see it right after I came
back from Lublin where I was scouting out the possibility of transferring with my stud
ies to the KUL. Well… but it was in my hometown of Warsaw where I saw something
I would never get to see there. So I stayed.

Andrzej Horubała
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Trade Union of MO Officers
In March 1981, Citizens’ Militia officers in Gdańsk sent a resolution to the precincts
on the reform of the Citizens’ Militia. In May, in a Katowice MO precinct in Szopienice,
officers from over a hundred of Katowice precincts founded the Trade Union of MO
Officers (ZZ FMO) and formulated nearly 20 demands. The majority of them were social
matters; however, one of the most important issues they raised was that government
should not involve MO officers in politics. By the end of the month, the movement had
spread all over the country. The NSZZ of MO Officers Founding Committees were cre
ated in 40 out of the 49 voivodeships. Sergeant Ireneusz Sierański became the interim
head of the union. In June the Trade Union of MO Officers National Founding Commit
tee was created. Lieutenant Wiktor Mikusiński from the MO Capital Headquarters was
elected as Chair. Talks were opened with the Coordination Committee of the Council of
Ministers on Enhancing Lawfulness and Public Order concerning the recognition of the
Union. However, the communists did not agree to its registration.
The authorities of NSZZ “Solidarity” were also skeptical towards the new MO unions,
suspecting that it might be a provocation by the authorities. All the more so since many
unions were created during PZPR enterprise organisation meetings. “This happened”,
in the words of the Chair of the ZZ FMO Wiktor Mikusiński, “because at the time it was
the only place where officers were able to meet in the surroundings of so many people”.
As Mikusiński, a graduate of the Law Department at the University of Warsaw, said – he
and the new people joined the MO to go after criminals and not Solidarity members.
The officers wanted to invoke the prewar ethics of their profession and not let the
Citizens’ Militia be used for political gain. Social and economic demands were gradually
being supplemented by freedomoriented ones. They resonated particularly strongly
with the younger officers, who had a problem with censorship. The young ones were
especially irked by limiting their right to participate in religious services.
These and other demands of the officers were not accepted by the Ministry of the
Interior. Although the higherups in the MSW did attend talks with union activists,
even the eventual minister Czesław Kiszczak, they demanded that the officers drop the
“trade union” qualifier. However, the trade union activists did not agree to this and the
authorities started to repress them. The Ministry decided to “introduce a state of high
alert”, which meant that officers were prohibited from moving too far from their units.
In practice, this was a kind of state of emergency in the MO. The MO National Head
quarters decided to fire almost 100 officers, including the chair of the union, Wiktor
Mikusiński. Repressions against officers resulted in the management of NSZZ “Solidari
ty” going to their defence. In many “S” regions they were given premises to allow unre
stricted activities. They were also provided with legal support. The Trade Union of MO
Officers applied to the court for registration in 1981. However, the court suspended the
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examination of the application and many officers started to leave the union. A signifi
cant role in this was played by the intimidation present in MO units. Additionally, efforts
were made to convince officers that union activists were in reality “agents of Solidarity”.
In December 1981, the ZZ FMO activists, in protest against the refusal to enter into talks
with them, started a hunger strike at the Szczecin Shipyard, although to no avail.
When martial law was introduced several dozen were interred. Others were fired or
moved to lower positions. Still others were given early retirement. However, many of
the fired officers started to work in the underground structures of NSZZ “Solidarity”. In
the Third Polish Republic, the Association of MO Officers and Their Families Repressed
in the PRL (Stowarzyszenie Funkcjonariuszy MO i ich Rodzin Represjonowanych w PRL)
was created.

Mateusz Wyrwich
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True Song
True song, meaning one where the lyrics didn’t describe the anatomical details of
Marynia, a soldier who would not tell a lie, or the construction of another metalwork
combine, endured throughout the communist era.
Desperate appeals like: “Truman, Truman spuść ta bania, bo jest nie do wytrzy
mania”… [Truman, Truman drop the bomb, we can’t stand it anymore] were being sung
among friends as early as the 1940s. In turn, Franciszek Kowalski, protagonist of Marek
Hłasko’s 1958 novel “Cmentarze” [The Graveyard] published abroad, who meets a poor
sod arrested for singing an erotic ballad about Stalin: “Niech żyje nam marszałek Stalin,
co usta słodsze ma od malin, on mym marzeniem i tęsknotą, mojego życia bajką złotą”
[Long live Marshal Stalin, his lips as sweet as cake frosting. He is my dream and my longing,
my life’s fairy tale]. The man paid for this innocent song with two years of his life.
In the 1960s, Stanisław Staszewski, an architect working on, among other things,
the construction of the petrochemical plant in Łódź, sang his ballads. It was the time
when songs that are still sung today like: “Celina”, “Baranek”, and “Knajpa morderców”
were first written. The student strikes of 1968 brought about another wave of talent:
Someone wrote the immortal text: “Hełmy stalowe, przy głowie głowa, idzie wyciecz
ka z Golędzinowa” [Steel helmets, heads together, behold a sashay from Golędzinów]. At
that time, Golędzinów was the biggest lair of ZOMO [Motorized Reserves of the Citizens’
Militia] in the capital. Someone else made a bold paraphrase of the scouts’ song: “Jak
dobrze nam milicjantowi butlę z fosgenem pchać do ust, słuchać, jak prosi nas o litość,
naoliwiony ściągnąć spust” [How good it is to chug phosgene down a militiaman’s throat,
to pull the trigger hearing his begging calls] (phosgene – weaponised gas used during
WWI at the battles of Ypres, Somme, and Verdun).
It is worth noting that proposals for using force appeared only in anonymous songs.
Nobody signed these poems. Their performance alone was burdened with serious con
sequences. At those times, people were getting locked up in prison for letters they
wrote to their families in the West.
The 1970s – a decade which the communists opened by massacring workers on
the coast – were a time when real songs flourished. It was then the “Ballada o Janku
Wiśniewskim” was first created. The shocking text was penned by Krzysztof Dowgiałło.
Jan Krzysztof Kelus, one of the most outstanding bards of this era, was shaped by the
sociology department at the university and his imprisonment for smuggling books of
Paris “Culture” magazine. Kelus is widely considered to be the originator of indepen
dent record labels. He called on people who copied cassettes with his songs to mail
him money. There were no banks as we understand them today. And people did pay
him. A tape player, and especially a cassette player, was a great tool for the propagation
of explicit contents. Unlike the Security Service for example, radio and television had
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no interest in independent artists. Releasing a vinyl record on one’s own was beyond
the capabilities of a single individual. Labels were stateowned, lyrics and melodies
pressed on records and their covers were all censored. Anyone could record a voice
with guitar accompaniment on cassette. And anyone could copy it, and in later years,
reproduce it. In the 1970s, Przemysław Gintrowski and Jacek Kaczmarski entered the
stage as the Salon Niezależnych cabaret. Their songs were making headway. That is –
they were sung around campfires, during family parties, and in student clubs. On the
other hand, television and radio were completely different.
When a wave of strikes washed over the coast in August 1980, there was an interna
tional song festival being held not 10 kilometres from the Gdańsk Shipyard. The Polish
representative Vox sang that: “bananowy jest po prostu żywot mój” [my life’s bananas].
Two months earlier, at the Polish song festival, the first lady of Polish song sang that:
“tymczasem leży pod gruszą, na dowolnie wybranym boku i ma to, co jest w życiu
najświętsze – święty spokój” [in the meantime she lies under a pear tree, on whatever side
she wants, and has grasped what’s most important – peace and quiet]. Indeed, thanks to
singers, Poles had the opportunity to feel what the passengers of the Titanic felt when
they heard the ship’s orchestra.
The Wały Jagiellońskie group, originating from the student movement, decided to
engage in an axiological argument with that song, performing: “Grusza a sprawa pol
ska”. They had the opportunity to perform it at a completely exceptional Real Song
Review (Przegląd Piosenki Prawdziwej) – a festival organised by Maciej Zembaty – once
and only once in Gdańsk in 1981. Cassettes with a record of this event, published ille
gally, were later played back to death in many Polish homes during martial law and the
normalisation process run by the Security Service in the 1980s.
It is time to explain how “true” song differed from the “untrue” not to say “false”,
song. It would be simplest to explain through the example of soldier songs. Since 1969,
a festival of marching songs, joyful and lively ballads, has been held in Kołobrzeg. Stars
of the stage assured the working people that “żołnierz dziewczynie nie skłamie” [a soldier will never lie to a girl], or that “gdy piosenka szła do wojska, to śpiewała cała Polska”
[when a song went to the army, all Poland sang]. Songs of this sort were performed there
numerous times. And then they were played over and over and over. There was no es
caping them. Meanwhile, the entire par excellence paradoxical nature of military service
in the PRL is very precisely described by Jan Krzysztof Kelus’s work “Piosenka o Jacku
Staszelisie”. Allow me to quote a relevant passage:
…w kraju gdzie trudno jest zdradzić
Bo trzeba by najpierw uwierzyć,
że dobro ojczyzny wymaga,
by fizyk przez rok był żołnierzem
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[…in a country where treason is difficult
Because you first need to believe,
that the good of the Homeland requires,
the physician to be a soldier]

On the one hand, we had a permanent attack from the media, a real storm, and
“Czterej Pancerni” [tr. note – television series about a fictional crew of a T-34 tank with the
1st Polish Corps in the USSR during WWII]. On the other hand, we had a laconic quatrain
and a guitar in front of a fire. Once again, it turned out that in order to speak the truth,
one does not require a lot of words or sounds. In order to be a successful liar, one has
to lie nonstop, from dawn till dusk, with a huge concerted effort. And in the end, tanks
will still have to go out into the streets.
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“Tysol”, i.e. “Solidarity Weekly”
The only colour on the huge sheet was the red print used for the title in the soli
darity font. Other than that, the newspaper was black and white, just like any other
one published using newspaper sheets. Issue 1 was published dated 3 April 1981 and
cost 7 zlotys. Minor announcements on page one promised famous names of the
time: Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Bohdan Cywiński and Waldemar
Kuczyński. But the most important thing on the first page was – albeit in black and
white and even with a bit of grey for technical reasons – the three Gdańsk crosses, the
Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers from 1970, built almost immediately after
the August Agreements, as it was unveiled on 16 December 1980. At the same time, at
the Central Committee, party decisionmakers and officials discussed whether to finally
give Solidarity leave to form its own press body. But why would one need the party’s
consent? Couldn’t we publish without it? We could’ve – there were illegal papers being
published and circulated without the agreement of censorship, but then “Solidarity
Weekly” couldn’t be distributed in kiosks around the country nor delivered by sub
scription. On the contrary, it would be a banned paper! And it wouldn’t be able to take
advantage of paper rations (just like printing, anything without a permit wasn’t easy,
a customer buying several reams of paper at one time was also suspicious, assuming
they could make such a purchase at all).
After longterm pressure, fairs, deceptions, and talks, the permit was issued on
23 December 1980. A paper of 16 pages, circulation of 500,000 copies plus all other
conditions binding for the press, mainly censorship. And it was the censorship, i.e. the
Central Press, Publication and Show Control Office (Urząd Kontroli Prasy, Publikacji
i Widowisk) that stamped the permit officially on 10 February 1981. However, we still
needed an office – in the very beginning, the editorial staff worked in small rooms of
the Enterprise Commission NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Warsaw University of Technology
– and a printing room.
The first editorinchief was Tadeusz Mazowiecki, 54 years old, opposition activist,
expert, and advisor to the shipyard strikers, former deputy of the Sejm from a list of
Catholics controlled by the authorities, editorinchief of the “Więź” [Bond] monthly.
He led the paper for the first few months until 13 December 1981. His first deputy was
Bohdan Cywiński, editorinchief of the “Znak” [Mark] monthly, a participant in debates
with that Krakow Bishop, Karol Wojtyła, a lecturer with the opposition Uniwersytet
Latający [Flying University], and an expert for the InterEnterprise Strike Committee
in Gdańsk. Ten years earlier – as a young, then 29yearold author – he published the
book “Rodowody niepokornych” [Pedigrees of the Disobedient], mandatory reading for
all those who wanted to become savvy participants of independent political life in the
1970s.
165

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S

T
U
W
X
Y
Z

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K

Mazowiecki chose his people carefully and with precision; for example, he didn’t
agree to a group of journalists from “Biuletyn Informacyjny KSS »KOR«” transferring to
his paper. On the other hand, he recruited Krzysztof Wyszkowski, Mateusz Wyrwich,
and Maciej Zięba, who later disappeared suddenly to join the Dominican Order. The
unquestionable star of journalism and a veritable geyser of good ideas was Teresa
Kuczyńska, who in 1960–1973 cocreated the “Ty i Ja” [You and Me] monthly – a unique
project in the PRL, and elitist in the best sense of the word – today we would say iconic
– with great graphics, translations of foreign literary works, and materials on fashion. At
times it was a hard pill to swallow for the authorities.
Thanks to her presence, the journalist community could imagine that “Solidari
ty Weekly” would be a dream come true of a free and independent press. However,
that was not possible, as censorship in the paper worked as before, maybe with white
gloves for a moment. This was still enough to have all the copies bought up literally
within minutes.
P.S. I wonder if we can determine when the hardwon paper of our dreams was re
named “Tysol”? The abbreviation caught on very fast and replaced the elegantsound
ing “Solidarity Weekly”.

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska
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Anna Walentynowicz
If someone evaluates the intentions and motivations of people in politics, they
should consider more than just their period of direct participation in important events.
Very often the traits ascribed to a person during their political heyday are confirmed
by their behaviour after their retirement from politics. In this sense, even the greatest
opponents of Anna Walentynowicz had to admit that her prerogative was the urge to
help the poor and weak until the end of her days. Her modest flat in GdańskWrzeszcz
saw many people coming to see her as their last resort, to ask for help because life was
proving too hard for them. Anna liked to talk about how, at the end of the 1960s, fol
lowing the curing of her cancer, she told herself that God had given her another shot
at life. And that she didn’t want to waste it on trivialities. Earlier, in the 1960s, she was
active in the Women’s League (Liga Kobiet), she knew very well how the hard and dan
gerous work in the shipyard didn’t spare women. Back then, in the 1960s, contempt for
the worker was manifested in many little things. Anna once told me how the workers
from her brigade couldn’t get back from the canteen in time, as it was quite far away
from where they worked. They had a choice: either go without a hot meal, or go to the
canteen and risk being late, which meant the foreman would cut their wages. It took
a huge confrontation, one where Anna was threatened with serious consequences, to
bring about the simple solution – one of the shipyard electrical carts bringing a huge
pot of soup to the faraway part of the complex, where her friends worked. Another
equally significant and typical scandal was an event that led to the higherups attempt
ing to fire her. She simply protested against the embezzlement of money from the aid
fund managed by wiseguys with party IDs. In December 1970, she did not push for the
limelight but simply gave out slices of bread and lard to the strikers. When she was se
lected as a delegate to a meeting with the 1st Secretary of the PZPR Edward Gierek, she
again did not push for the limelight. However, eight years later, she was already very
politically savvy. Despite the risk of repressions, she joined the illegal Wolne Związki
Zawodowe (Free Trade Unions). She knew that the trade unions were an absolute mini
mum of what should be demanded in the event of another strike in the shipyard. In her
defence, Gdańsk shipyard workers initiated strikes in August 1980 and she participated
in the talks with the authorities. The August Agreements have her signature.
She was the opposite of everything that was the soul of a political player in Wałęsa,
someone who played with people and manoeuvred between political possibilities. It
was when juxtaposed against Wałęsa that her uncompromising nature gained her the
most supporters. One issue that has arisen in recent years is the degree to which her
Ukrainian heritage influenced her awareness. Some of her supporters did not want to
know that she had five siblings, one of whom was linked to the UPA [Ukrainian Insurgent
Army – Ukrainian nationalist paramilitary and partisan formation]. This has resulted in
168

A
a tendency in Ukraine to see her as a UkrainianPolish hero. It is very difficult to evaluate
such cases, but it should be remembered that she left Volhynia at the age of 12. At the
end of her life, she contacted her siblings, but it is difficult to regard her as someone
who returned to a Ukrainian national awareness. Recently, a bust of her was unveiled
in front of the Polish embassy in Kiev. Her grave at the Gdańsk Srebrzysko cemetery
can be easily recognised throughout the year because of the large number of candles
placed by people who consider her an embodiment of the purity of Solidarity ideals.
To many, her death in the Smolensk Air Disaster seemed to be a natural end to her life,
focused on other people and not her own needs. One more thing. When a controversy
arose around Lech Wałęsa after the year 2000, his supporters reacted neurotically to ev
ery Solidarity exhibition, suspecting someone seeking to have the famous Lech erased
from the history of Solidarity. Between 1992 and 2006, Anna Walentynowicz and the
Gwiazda family were erased very effectively. When on 3 May 2006 “Anna Solidarity”
received the Order of the White Eagle from President Lech Kaczyński, many had the
feeling that it rectified some great injustice.

Piotr Semka

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U

W
X
Y
169

Z

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U

W
X
Y
Z

Lech Wałęsa
Today, writing about the Solidarity leader in the context of the 1980–1981 Carnival is
extremely difficult. One image of Wałęsa is prevalent among the 60+ generation, who
were delighted with the people’s tribune 40 years ago, while another view of the most
famous electrician is prevalent with the generation that witnessed his failed presidency
from 1990 to 1995. Yet another view may be held by the young generation, who can re
member Wałęsa from clips on television as a rather eccentric, whitehaired retired pol
itician who shocks people regularly with unexpected statements. When I wrote Lech
Wałęsa’s biography some time ago, I decided that the story should begin with August
’80 and the strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard. Let me use a risky comparison, because at
the time Wałęsa was seen by people in Gdańsk as almost a gift from the heavens. They
saw a leader who was always able to find the right words for the workers and, at the
same time, to raise issues that were important for millions of Poles. Someone who was
able to surprise the authorities with his ability to take the initiative during the talks.
I will never forget the story of Bronisław Wildstein, an opposition activist from Krakow,
who managed to get into the shipyard and then, together with colleagues from the
Young Poland Movement, without any fuss, almost on tiptoe, entered the room where
negotiations were being held with management representatives. Intelligentsia oppo
sition activists were afraid at the time that their help for the strikers could be used as
propaganda by the PRL authorities to question the workingclass nature of the protest.
However, when they appeared in the door, Wałęsa turned to face them and, in a deep
voice, announced to the room: “Some people have just arrived who paid with prison
sentences for their activism. Everyone please stand up, let’s welcome them properly”.
Not a second passed before the surprised red dignitaries got up, and all the workers in
the room started clapping. This is a good example of how Wałęsa was able to put the
hierarchy of values on its head within seconds. The oppositionists were the ones worthy
of the highest respect while the party reps – whether they wanted to or not – clapped
for people who they referred to as ideological saboteurs just a few years earlier. Anoth
er time during the negotiations, when a government representative reminded Wałęsa
that he had abandoned one of the demands the day before, immediately retorted: “So
what if I resigned from it yesterday? Yesterday I was full – today I’m hungry”. With a sin
gle poignant sentence, Wałęsa was able to remind the authorities that the strikers were
gaining momentum with each passing day, while the government was weakening.
Wałęsa was therefore a man about whom it could be loftily said that he was brought to
Poles by divine providence. However, this is not to emphasise some exceptional moral
features that Wałęsa possesses, but rather a statement that this former shipyard worker
was, at that time and in that situation, an ideal leader of the Solidarity Revolution. In the
eyes of Poles, he played this role until 1990, when he became President. The question
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that any historian analysing the period between 1980 and 1981 has to ask is: How could
the authorities use the fact that Wałęsa cooperated with SB in 1970–1976? And here we
must speculate. The most likely hypothesis is that there were essentially three Wałęsa’s
existing simultaneously. The first one was the people’s tribune, who really wanted to
reach a modus vivendi between the freedomoriented endeavours of the nation and
workers in order to broaden the extent of liberties, but to also to guide Poland through
the economic crisis. The second Wałęsa was a political player with a huge potential for
ambition. This version strove to have Solidarity win, but win because he was at its head.
He quickly realised that the role of chosen by the nation raised his personal significance
and his standard of living. Everyone remembers that a few days after the success of the
strike, Wałęsa received a large apartment in the Zaspa district of Gdańsk for his large
family. However, this version of Wałęsa must also fight for survival on the bridge while
under attack from such rivals as Marian Jurczyk, Jan Rulewski, or Andrzej Gwiazda. On
the other hand, he feared that some of the opposition activists, particularly from the
left side of KOR, would like to make him a tool for implementing their own vision of
a leftist revolution. The third version of Wałęsa was the embodiment of cleverness and
common sense, who enjoyed having a separate channel through which to communi
cate with the government by – it would seem – Mieczysław Wachowski. Wałęsa used
this channel to send a message to the government that he was the lesser evil and that
he was surrounded by hotheads and crazies whose radical attitudes might derail the
entire Solidarity train. All these versions were mixed in different proportions. At times,
Wałęsa would drive the government crazy, and at others, seemed like the crucial ele
ment for defusing crises. In the end, the decision to introduce martial law made him
irrelevant in the government’s calculations. After the forceful solution employed on 13
December, it was planned to turn him into a puppet, who would promote new unions
to grow from the ashes of Solidarity. Wałęsa, however, saw right through it, and, know
ing his own value, he simply waited for this government plan disregarding him to fail.
Once again, when he made this decision, the public saw him as someone who didn’t
cave under pressure, didn’t agree to cooperate with the authorities, and was mindful of
his position, knowing fullwell that half the world considered him a legend of the Polish
Revolution.
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Wheelbarrows,
i.e. We’re Firing the Boss
“Wheelbarrows” was a word used to describe employee action, where, in accor
dance with the strike programme, they “took matters into their own hands” and de
manded their bosses – partyappointed and incompetent officers given cushy jobs by
the PZPR – to be fired. Passive, mediocre, but faithful in implementing the socalled
leadership role of the party. Dismissal, obviously, couldn’t be easy, hence the wheelbar
rows to transport the directors outside the gate!
The student weekly “ITD” also had a healthy dose of ferment among its staff, al
though accompanied by an eagerness for renewal and the spirit of freedom. There was
also Solidarity, although alongside a PZPR cell. However, it was so quiet that the small
solidarityliberation group (the editorial staff wasn’t very large) was able to incite muti
ny against the editorinchief – appointed, of course, by the KC PZPR Press Department.
Perhaps it would be merciful not to drag his name into the light; suffice it to say that he
resurfaced later, in an independent Poland, as a professor of journalism (!!!) in a tertiary
school in the south.
We chose an editorinchief from among ourselves! But… he would have to be ac
cepted by the – also partydriven – authorities of the MAW publishing house. It was
a beautiful and hot July in 1981 and the Extraordinary PZPR Convention was being pre
pared; the revolting Polish Journalist Association was constantly in upheaval, and we
were looking for allies. We found ourselves under the scrutiny of Stefan Bratkowski, SDP
president, the relevant committee from the party convention devoted maybe half an
hour of its time to us.
And then, in September, our new elected chief – Zdzisław Pietrasik, who for many
years worked as a film critic for the “Polityka” weekly – dropped by the office and said:
“You know how it is guys, they f…ing said that if I don’t resign from editorinchief
immediately, they’ll dissolve us! So, I agreed to resign”. And that’s how things went
with these wheelbarrows in “ITD”. And at the PZPR Central Committee, they probably
already knew that when “order is restored” (that’s what Milan Šimečka, a Czech dis
sident, called crushing the opposition) and we are all fired, they will nominate their
own “rightful” editorinchief and it will be none other than… Aleksander Kwaśniewski.
A communist, and subsequently, a postcommunist leader and twoterm President of
the Third Polish Republic.

Barbara Sułek-Kowalska
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Why Gdańsk?
The fact that the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard was at the head of the August ’80 events
was a result of a conjunction of many factors. The first and probably most important
thing was the remembrance of the workers’ revolution of December ’70. The sense of
harm caused by the massacre of shipyard workers and not honouring their deaths was
like a splinter in the minds of many employees of that enterprise, and also, in a wider
sense, the entire population of the TriCity. This was evidenced by attempts of the Free
Trade Unions and the community focussed around the “Bratniak” periodical to place
flowers at the shipyard gate. The fact that Gdańsk became the centre of the events was
the result of the emergence of a strong group of Free Trade Unions in the 1970s that
was behind the plan of the strike in August 1980. The traditions and trauma of Decem
ber ’70 were, of course, also present in Szczecin and the Adolf Warski Shipyard, how
ever, the opposition was weaker there, which resulted in much more immature August
political demands that accompanied wage demands.
The Gdańsk Shipyard’s location in downtown Gdańsk had some influence on the fact
that the communist authorities in Gdańsk didn’t decide on a fast pacification by force,
which is rarely mentioned. The distance between the Gdańsk Główny Railway Station
and the Shipyard’s gate was 900 metres as the crow flies. In other large cities, the work
establishments that became a seedbed for the protest were located much further away.
For example: the distance between the “Warszawa” Steelworks and downtown Warsaw
was 9.5 kilometres. The Lenin Metalworks was located 10 km away from downtown
Krakow. The bus depot on Grabiszyńska street in Wrocław, where Solidarity was born, is
3.5 km away from the city centre. The central position of the Gdańsk Shipyard resulted
in the main gate being surrounded by a huge crowd of people. Their presence certainly
hindered (although not prevented if the authorities were determined enough) the use
of force. Another reason for the rapid dissemination of knowledge about the strike was
the fact that the Fast Urban Railways route between Gdańsk Główny and SKM Gdańsk
Politechnika went right alongside the shipyard walls. This is why shipyard workers put
huge signs on them reading “Strike Underway”, or “God, Honour, Fatherland”. Many
Gdańsk residents remembered the Styrofoam white eagle with the crown, which was
banned at the time by the PRL authorities, placed right next to the train route.
There was one more factor that helped the shipyard to a degree. On 20–23 August,
the International Song Festival was held in Sopot, where many journalists from Poland
and abroad traditionally gathered. The hyperactivity of the censors, who deliberated
long and hard about which of two songs submitted by the Polish representative, Iza
bela Trojanowska, they should select became the stuff of legends. According to one
TriCity myth, the rather apolitical song “Tydzień łez” [A Week of Tears] was seen by the
authorities as an allusion to the black week in December ’70, while “Tyle samo prawd
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ile kłamstw” [Same Number of Truths as the Number of Lies], they saw as a criticism of
Edward Gierek’s rule.
Some people also point out that Tadeusz Fiszbach was the 1st Secretary of the PZPR
KW in Gdańsk, a politician who was quite liberal for his time, and who supposedly re
jected the idea of pacification of the shipyard by force using MO (Citizens’ Militia) and
LWP (Polish People’s Army) troops. In this sense, the shadow of the December ’70 trag
edy protected the protesting workers, who demanded that the fallen heroes of that
event be remembered.
In any event, the authorities did not decide to forcibly suppress the protest during
the first week, and by then the number of foreign journalists was so large that a repeat
of December ’70 would be impossible without an international scandal.
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Worker – Intelligentsia Alliance
One exceptional aspect of the 1980–1981 revolution, this particular “enchanted
time”, was when the intelligentsia discovered the natural patriotism and common sense
of the workers. For a long period of time during the PRL, the intelligentsia and work
ing class were divided by an invisible, mental barrier. Workers were jealous of the ease
with which the elites could go abroad, and the elites were distrustful of the working
class, which they perceived as passive support of the system. They also remembered
the “workers’ activists” who, equipped with truncheons made out of cut cables, beat up
students during their demonstration against the government at the courtyard of the
Warsaw University in March 1968. Television during the Gierek era was full of smiling
metalworkers during pig iron release, happy shipyard workers during ship launches,
and miners celebrating another million tonnes of coal extracted. All that caused an
aversion to “yahoos in helmets” with part of the oppositionleaning intelligentsia in the
1970s. A comedian, Jacek Kleyf, with the Salon Niezależnych cabaret joked: “Stal się leje,
moc truchleje” [Steel’s pouring, power trembles].
When Solidarity broke out, intellectuals suddenly saw workers aspiring to some
higher values and demanding freedom. Talking, perhaps a bit awkwardly, but honestly
about Poland, democracy, and even recalling the dogma about the worker and peas
ant state, a little spitefully, but overall sympathetically. When, during the strike in the
Gdańsk Shipyard, the workers discovered that the factory’s copy room was closed with
a padlock, they stood there dumbfounded and didn’t know what to do. However, one
of them supposedly had an epiphany: “The Constitution says that all means of produc
tion are the property of the working masses! Well, we are the working masses and we
have the right to break the padlock and publish our newsletter and use the copier to do
it”. The dogmata of Marxism were creatively used against the communist.
After August 1980, a fashionable idea about reconciliation of the elites and the
masses was making the rounds at the time. In accordance with it, tertiary schools chal
lenged the authorities in March ’68, however, enterprises remained passive. Later, in
December ’70, workers took to the streets, but the intelligentsia only looked on from
the sidelines. Finally, during the wave of strikes in 1980, a synthesis took place – the
intelligentsia supported the workers and the two groups would never again let them
selves be pitted against each other. An example of the meeting of the two worlds was
the visit that actors from the Teatr Wybrzeże [Coast Theatre] paid to the shipyard and
their meeting with the InterEnterprise Strike Committee. Subsequently, the place
where the two worlds met was the touching musical “KolędaNocka” with the famous
song by Krystyna Prońko: “Psalm stojących w kolejce”. In 1980 and 1981, sets of tickets
for this performance were bought by the “S” enterprise commissions from the TriCity,
Pomerania, and indeed all over the country.
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The idea of solidarity inclined people to be idealistic and selfless. One legend of that
time speaks about drivers of one of the bus depots, who, after August ’80, were award
ed significant pay rises at the expense of wages of cleaning ladies. When the drivers
learned about this, they resumed the strike, and management, through gritted teeth,
had to also increase the wages of the ladies with the brooms and rags.

E

Piotr Semka

C

F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U

W
X
Y
Z

176

A

Krzysztof Wyszkowski

B
C

One of the photographs from the signing of the Gdańsk Agreement in the famous
OHS Room (Sala BHP) on 31 August 1980 shows a long table, with representatives of
the strikers and the government sitting behind it; in the background, we can see a tall
man in a white Tshirt, and printed on it the word “Solidarity”. The man is Krzysztof
Wyszkowski, one of the founders of the Free Trade Unions in 1978. The picture has
something symbolic about it. Wyszkowski is like the conscience of a new movement,
scrutinising those who would lead Solidarity to success in the future, and those who
would start preparing to destroy it in the notsodistant future. Krzysztof Wyszkowski
belonged to the generation of children of AK soldiers who had to hide their past after
the war. The vague comments, the keeping secrets from the kids, made him start ask
ing questions about the nature of the postwar communist system. In the 1960s, he
was a worker, a bulldozer operator, a petrol station operator. At the same time, he was
a voracious reader and constantly worked to expand his knowledge. When he began
working with the “KOR” Committee for Social SelfDefense in 1977, many arrivals from
Warsaw did not want to believe that they were dealing with a bona fide worker. He
made history when he became cocreator of the Free Trade Unions of the Coast (Wolne
Związki Zawodowe Wybrzeża). He recalls that at the time he was already fascinated by
the name Solidarity. At the end of the 1970s, the name was not adopted because it was
too similar to the annoyingly pervasive: Solidarity of People’s Poland and the progres
sive antiimperialist movements in Third World activities, heavily promoted at the time.
During the August strike, Wyszkowski showed talent as the creator of the strike bulle
tin, to which he gave the name “Solidarity”. It was at that point when the name began
its career, the high point of which was its adoption as the name of the Union in Sep
tember 1980. Wyszkowski spent 1981 as secretary of “Solidarity Weekly”. Arrested on
a December night in the Grand Hotel in Sopot, he made a spectacular escape in August
1982 from Strzebielinek, where he was interned. Later, he would become one of the
most vocal proponents of vetting the Solidarity camp. He would warn his colleagues
from the former resistance that, without vetting, the authority of the people from the
1980–1981 Carnival generation would be destroyed, but to no avail. For many years he
would quarrel with Lech Wałęsa over the latter’s cooperation with the SB. Calling on
the former Solidarity leader to face the truth, he would become an object of abuse and
insinuation from Wałęsa and his acolytes. He received several sentences for defaming
Wałęsa, which brought him to the edge of financial ruin. However, Wyszkowski never
broke and still bravely calls for the truth to be written about Lech Wałęsa’s past.
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Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński
The Primate of the Millennium. A Prince of the Church. His adventure with the Sol
idarity Carnival began very unfortunately: with a homily in Jasna Góra during the cel
ebration of Our Lady of Częstochowa on 26 August 1980. At a time when strikes were
breaking out throughout Poland, he was preaching about the virtues of honest work
and claimed that if everyone does their jobs properly, all will be well. He talked about
the importance of duties over rights and opposed striker radicalism. This can be jus
tified by political realism, but it is a fact that, at first, the primate failed to understand
the Solidarity miracle, which he, alongside John Paul II, caused. He was unsympathetic
towards the strikes in Gdańsk, also because he was very distrustful of the actions of
KOR, but also of the activities of “Znak”, “Więź”, and the Catholic Intelligentsia Clubs
represented by experts like Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Bohdan Cywiński.
This is hardly surprising. The primate experienced serious alienation during his
threeyear internment in the 1950s. Later, he experienced bitterness and irritation
when his ministration programme and relying on the Peoples’ Church were contested
by Catholic intellectuals from Warsaw and Krakow, enamoured by France and Vatica
num II. Fortunately, at the end of August 1980, the moods were so volatile that revolt
ing Poland considered the Primate’s statement made in Częstochowa to be just anoth
er communist falsification. Television, which was spreading lies day and night, wasn’t
able to convince people that it’s reporting the truth this time and that the text of the
homily wasn’t manipulated very much.
After signing of the August Agreements, the Church quickly found itself in a new sit
uation and, just like during Gierek’s time, it was a substitute for representatives of soci
ety, it was a powerful element of the political game at the time of Solidarity. Wyszyński
accepted the tribute from the delegation headed by Lech Wałęsa and tried to make it
so that the advisors he recommended acted as a balance for the KOR influence in the
trade union movement. Sure, he often fought for his individual interests, he was includ
ed as a guarantor of an awkward compromise, but during the Solidarity Carnival, the
Primate often seemed to be the only statesman in this frantic crowd.
In addition, in his teaching, the Primate remained faithful to the project contained
in the Clarus Mons National Oath (Jasnogórskie Śluby Narodu) and in the Great Nove
na programme: he never proclaimed the indiscriminate apotheosis of our community,
pointing to the need for continuous personal development and calmly pointing out
national flaws that should be eliminated. He painted himself not only as a leader of the
community, exponent of its aspirations, but also as the educator of the nation.
In 1981, the Primate was dying. He saw how the work of his Novena was being com
pleted, how the nation was arising, and starting to making its own decisions. He saw
that new times bring with them new challenges. As his successor, he recommended his
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former secretary, Józef Glemp, not a very charismatic person. Was it a fortunate choice?
Well, that’s a whole other story.
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AK, The Home Army – underground army, part of the Armed Forces of the Republic
of Poland, subordinate to the Government of the Republic of Poland in exile (based in
Great Britain). The bestorganised underground military in the Germanoccupied ter
ritories during World War II. A mass organisation, the number of swornin AK soldiers
totalled approx. 100,000 in early 1942, swelling to approx. 380,000 by the summer of
1944. The Home Army’s main objective was to fight for independence by conducting
selfdefence operations and preparing the underground army for an uprising, which
was planned to be staged in the Polish territories when the military might of Germany
collapsed. Daytoday activities included smallscale sabotage, diversionary and com
bat operations, as well as guerrilla warfare against police forces and German troops.
The military efforts of the AK culminated in the Warsaw Uprising. The Home Army was
dissolved in January 1945. Its former soldiers were later persecuted and repressed by
the communists.
August Agreements – umbrella term for the four agreements signed by the govern
ment of the People’s Republic of Poland and the strike committees founded in 1980,
which represented striking workers. The accords were concluded in Szczecin on 30
August 1980, Gdańsk on 31 August 1980, JastrzębieZdrój on 3 September 1980 and
Dąbrowa Górnicza on 11 September 1980. The agreements bound the authorities to
agree to the establishment of NSZZ “Solidarity”.
Battle of Warsaw – also known as the Miracle on the Vistula, the most important mili
tary operation of the PolishSoviet War (1919–1921). The battle took place near Warsaw
on 13–25 August 1920, and prevented the Red Army from encroaching deeper into the
Polish territory. The Battle of Warsaw is considered the 18th decisive battle of the world
as it allowed Poland to retain her independence and saved Europe from Bolshevism.
December ’70 – workers’ protests in Gdańsk, Gdynia, Elbląg, Słupsk and Szczecin
which lasted from 14 to 22 December 1970, caused by a rise in food prices shortly be
fore Christmas. After the price rise was announced, strikes and rallies began to take
place in the largest factories across the coast, eventually spilling into the streets. The
dissatisfied workers demanded that the decision be withdrawn, and began to march
towards the party headquarters. The military and ZOMO were deployed to quash the
demonstrations using live ammunition. Many workers were killed. A total of 44 people
died according to official sources, though this is most certainly not a credible number.
The authorities attempted to cover up the crime, hiding the bodies at night, preventing
families from seeing their dead, and claiming that the cause of death was something
other than a bullet wound. The price rise was reversed, and the thenhead of the Peo
ple’s Republic of Poland – Władysław Gomułka – was removed from office and replaced
with Edward Gierek.
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FJN, National Unity Front – sociopolitical institution established in Poland in 1952,
comprising legal political parties, trade unions, and other social organisations subor
dinate to the Polish United Workers’ Party and pursuing its goals. FJN participated in
organising the parliamentary elections and national councils, preparing ballots, and
sponsoring national and local social initiatives, including the construction of schools.
FJN was dissolved in 1983, and its responsibilities were taken over by the Patriotic
Movement for National Rebirth.
Gdańsk Shipyard / Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk – the largest industrial plant in the
Gdańsk Pomerania region. The strike which broke out in the plant on 14 August 1980
spread to other factories in the region over the course of several days. Representatives
of other striking factories began to arrive at the shipyard, which became the headquar
ters for the strike, and the InterEnterprise Strike Committee. It is also where the nego
tiations with the Government Committee took place and where an accord was signed
on 31 August 1980. The Gdańsk Shipyard became a symbol of the struggle against
communism. In 1988, Prime Minister Mieczysław Rakowski issued a decision to shut
down the shipyard. The official reason for the shutdown was its lack of profitability,
but the decision was widely perceived as retaliation for the shipyard’s involvement in
the establishment and success of Solidarity. After 1989, the Gdańsk Shipyard struggled
as a result of the transformation from a centrallyplanned to a freemarket economy.
It currently operates as a smallscale plant that is still seeking its niche in the Polish
economy.
Gierek, Edward (1913–2001) – communist leader, First Secretary of the Polish United
Workers’ Party Central Committee from 1970 to 1980. While not formally the Prime Min
ister, he was the defacto head of the country between 1970 and 1980. Gierek took
out a number of loans from western countries to stimulate domestic development,
which contributed to economic growth in Poland in the early years of his rule. Having
to pay back everlarger loans and the focus of the economic policy on heavy industry
over products needed by the general populace led to an economic collapse. In an at
tempt to salvage the situation, he ordered that prices be raised and certain products
be rationed, which in turn led to social unrest in June 1976, and later also in July 1980,
when new strikes broke out after another price rise. The strikes swept over the whole
of Poland, leading to the establishment of Solidarity. Gierek was accused of failing to
suppress the strikes and removed from office.
Glemp, Józef (1929–2013) – Catholic Cardinal, after the death of Cardinal Wyszyński, he
became Primate of Poland (1981–2009). As the head of the Polish Church of the Solidar
ity era, he pursued a moderate policy in relation to the government. When martial law
was declared, he urged against escalation, which could lead to bloodshed and more re
pressions against Solidarity. He established the Primate’s Committee for Aid to Persons
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Deprived of Freedom and their Families – a charity institution offering assistance to
those in confinement and their families, collecting information about the fate and lo
cation of victims of repressions, as well as supplying prisoners with food, medicine,
and winter clothing. In the second half of the 1980s, Primate Glemp was a supporter of
the idea that the communist government and Solidarity should reach an accord, and
assumed patronage over the Round Table Talks.
Grey Ranks – codename for the Polish Scouting Association, the largest underground
youth organisation in Poland during World War II. The Grey Ranks accepted young
people 12 years of age and above. The scouts were trained in auxiliary roles: rescue
missions, communications, and reconnaissance. They also organised diversionary
and smallscale sabotage operations. The Grey Ranks operated alongside the Home
Army. The most famous operations by the Grey Ranks include the execution of Franz
Kutschera SS and Police Chief for the District of Warsaw, as well as Operation Arsenal,
which involved rescuing Polish prisoners from the Gestapo.
January Uprising (1863–1864) – the Polish state did not exist on the map from 1795
to 1918. The Polish lands had been conquered and divided between Prussia, Russia and
Austria. The people of Poland rose up against the partitioners multiple times, staging
uprisings. January 1863 saw the outbreak of an uprising against Russia. It was the largest
and longest Polish national uprising. It consisted of guerrilla operations totalling approx.
1,200 battles and skirmishes. Despite the initial victories, the uprising was eventually sup
pressed. The Russian army pacified the insurgency with a great deal of determination and
cruelty. Towns that sheltered insurgents were burnt, their civilian populations slaughtered
in retaliation. Land belonging to uprising participants and their families was confiscated,
and the freedom fighters were deported to Siberia, forcing many to emigrate.
Jaruzelski, Wojciech (1923–2014) – General of the Polish People’s Army and commu
nist leader. As the Minister of National Defence, he issued the order to use firearms
to suppress the December 1970 protests on the Polish coast, where the military and
militia forces killed at least 44 demonstrators. First Secretary of the Polish United Work
ers’ Party Central Committee and Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Poland
during the Solidarity era. He declared martial law in Poland on 13 December 1981. One
of his main goals was to abolish Solidarity, which he failed to accomplish, instead be
ing forced to agree to negotiate with the opposition after a wave of strikes swept over
Poland in 1988. The agreement reached as a result of the Round Table Talks led to the
reinstatement of the office of President, for which Wojciech Jaruzelski was elected by
the National Assembly in July 1989. His term ended when Lech Wałęsa won the general
presidential election in December 1990.
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Katyn / Katyn massacre – war crime against the Polish intelligentsia committed by the
NKVD (USSR security service) acting on Stalin’s orders in the spring of 1940. As a result of
a secret agreement between Germany and the Soviets, known as the MolotovRibben
trop Pact of August 1939, the territory of Poland was divided between the Third Reich
and the USSR. Polish Army soldiers who found themselves in the Russianoccupied part
were captured. Officers and NCOs, who primarily originated from the Polish intelligen
tsia (teachers, doctors, engineers, lawyers, officials) were sent to speciallybuilt camps
in Starobielsk, Ostaszków and Kozielsk. Other prisoners included members of the State
Police, Border Guard and Penitentiary Service, as well as Catholic and Orthodox clergy
men. The total number of prisoners was approx. 22,000. Their executions with a shot
to the back of the head began in the spring of 1940. Those killed were buried in mass
graves, one of which was located in Katyn near Smoleńsk. The entire operation was
carried out in secret. After Germany invaded the USSR, the mass graves in the Katyn
forest were found in 1943, and the discovery was widely publicised. The USSR refused
to assume responsibility for the murders, however, claiming for the next 50 years that
it was Germany that committed them. It was not until 1990 that the Russian authorities
admitted that the massacre was “one of the terrible crimes of Stalinism”.
KOR, Workers’ Defence Committee / KSS “KOR”, Committee for Social Self-Defense “KOR” – organisation established in September 1976 for the purpose of helping
the repressed and their families after the suppression of the worker protests of June
1976. Its activities involved raising funds to support the families of political prisoners
and those who were terminated for their beliefs, offering legal assistance in trials and
fighting for reinstatement at work. Information about repressions was relayed abroad.
A year after its establishment, KOR was transformed into the Committee for Social
SelfDefense “KOR”, which, in addition to offering assistance, also served as the incu
bator for Solidarityrelated opposition politicians. It published a newsletter and dis
tributed flyers that spread information about the mounting economic and social crisis.
KSS “KOR” supported the strikes of the summer of 1980. The Gdańsk Shipyard strike
was organised by Bogdan Borusewicz, a member of KSS “KOR”, and the organisation’s
other associates supported the strikes which took place in other factories. KSS “KOR”
activists contributed a great deal to the establishment of Solidarity. As more and more
members and associates of KSS “KOR” became involved in the trade union, the Com
mittee began to fall into inactivity, its responsibilities largely taken over by Solidarity.
KSS “KOR” was officially disbanded at the First National Convention of Delegates of the
Independent and SelfGoverning Trade Union “Solidarity” on 23 September 1981.
KPN, Confederation of Independent Poland – illegal anticommunist party estab
lished in Poland by Leszek Moczulski on 1 September 1979. Its goal was for Poland to
regain independence via peaceful means, capitalising on a crisis of the socialist econ
omy which was predicted to occur within two years of the party’s founding. The crisis
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was expected to spark social unrest and strikes, which in turn would give rise to inde
pendent organisations, trade unions and political parties. A USSR intervention was not
considered a possibility at the time.
After the establishment of Solidarity, the party operated independently of the trade
union. KPN issued its own newsletters and flyers, organised celebrations of important
anniversaries, including the regaining of independence by Poland in 1918, and organ
ised a boycott of the elections to the Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland. The par
ty’s members were repressed, arrested and imprisoned on multiple occasions. Post
1989, KPN was one of the many parties which participated in the political life of Poland.
The party agreed to the Round Table Agreement, but was opposed to the appointment
of Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski as President of Poland. KPN members were elected to the
Polish parliament in 1991 and 1993. The party eventually fell into a crisis and fractured.
KPN was officially removed from the political parties registry in 2018.

“Krybar” Battle Group – one of the units of the Home Army which fought in the War
saw Uprising.
LWP, Polish People’s Army – unofficial name of the Polish Armed Forces used for
propaganda purposes from 1944 to 1989. The Polish People’s Army primarily com
prised Poles who had lived in the USSR but did not manage to join the forces of Gen.
Władysław Anders in 1942. LWP began forming in May 1943, with two Polish armies be
ing formed during World War II to fight against the Germans alongside the Red Army.
The first commander of LWP was Gen. Zygmunt Berling. Some of its soldiers reached all
the way to Berlin from where they were originally recruited. LWP remained under Sovi
et control after the war, which meant having a Soviet officer core (until 1956). It became
a weapon in the fight against the underground independence movement, and was the
military wing of the communist party which followed the Soviet military doctrine. From
1955 onwards, LWP was part of the Warsaw Pact – a political and military organisation
comprising the Eastern Block countries with the USSR at the helm. The Polish People’s
Army participated in the Warsaw Pact military invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968.
Domestically, LWP was used to suppress the Poznań worker protests of 1956, the
demonstrations on the Polish coast in 1970 and the martial law protests of 1981. Its
units were given orders to use live ammunition, which led to the deaths of innocent
people. LWP was under Moscow’s control until the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact in
1991.
March events – political crisis which began at the University of Warsaw in March
1968, sparked by the banning of Adam Mickiewicz’s play “Dziady” from being
staged at the National Theatre. The communists accused the director, Kazimierz Dej
mek, of emphasising antiSoviet elements in his play. Students of the University of
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Warsaw opposed the ban, collecting signatures and organising demonstrations and
rallies. Two students – Adam Michnik and Henryk Szlajfer – informed foreign me
dia about the actions of the government, for which they were expelled from the
university. Their expulsion sparked protests in Warsaw, and eventually in other cit
ies as well. The protesters demanded the reinstatement of the expelled, freedom
of opinion, freedom of association, the abolishment of censorship, openness in
public life, social control over national property and compliance with constitution
al civic rights. All such demonstrations were brutally suppressed. The riots result
ed in thousands of students across Poland being expelled from their universities.
The communist propaganda, appealing to antiintellectuals and antiSemites, present
ed the student protests as provocations and a Zionist conspiracy. The events of March
1968 were used in the internal conflict within PZPR, which became the staging ground
for an antiSemitic smear campaign against its Jewish members. By the end of March
1968, more than 8,000 Jews lost their PZPR membership. Approx. 15,000 Jews and peo
ple of Jewish ancestry left Poland from 1968 to 1969 as a result. Those who fled in
cluded researchers, students, journalists, cultural figures, as well as security apparatus
functionaries responsible for Stalinismera crimes.
Martial Law – state of emergency imposed in the whole of Poland by Gen. Wojciech
Jaruzelski on 13 December 1981 for the purpose of destroying Solidarity. Approx.
10,000 Solidarity members and activists were arrested and placed in dedicated intern
ment camps following the declaration of martial law. The majority of organisations
were declared illegal, the printing of newspapers and magazines was halted, and se
lected industrial plants were militarised. Workers from many factories began to strike,
demanding that martial law be lifted and that the government release those it had
arrested. The authorities used the Citizens’ Militia to brutally suppress these protests,
at times resorting to the use of firearms. The most bloody pacification was that of the
Katowice “Wujek” Coal Mine, where 9 miners died and 23 were wounded after they
opened fire on protesters. Martial law was formally lifted on 22 July 1983, but Solidarity
members continued to be repressed until the Round Table Talks of 1989. Until then, Sol
idarity could not operate legally, and its members had their employment terminated,
were put in prison and forced to emigrate.
In January 2012, the District Court in Warsaw ruled that the martial law had been pre
pared and imposed in a manner that was unconstitutional at the time, by a “criminal
group of a military nature” that comprised top government officials.
MKS, Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee – strike committee with its headquarters
in the Gdańsk Shipyard, established by striking factories on 16 August 1980. MKS was
headed by Lech Wałęsa. The committee compiled a list of 21 demands, the first of which
was that the authorities agree to the establishment of independent trade unions. Oth
er demands included the release of political prisoners, reinstatement of those whose
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employment was terminated for being part of the political opposition, the abolishment
of censorship, the right to strike, as well as many economic and social demands, includ
ing better food supply and higher pay. MKS represented the striking workers before
the authorities and was engaged in negotiations with the Government Commission.
These negotiations resulted in the signing of an accord on 31 August 1980. After the
strike, MKS transformed into the InterEnterprise Founding Committee (MKZ), which
commenced establishing independent, selfgoverning trade unions.
MKZ, Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee – the InterEnterprise Founding Com
mittee of independent, selfgoverning trade unions, originally the InterEnterprise
Strike Committee (MKS), was established after the signing of the Gdańsk Agreement of
31 August 1980. Its members were representatives of the factory founding committees
of newlyformed trade unions. Similar committees were established in other regions of
Poland, serving as temporary representatives of factory organisations in a given area.
MKZ representatives from the whole of Poland gathered in Gdańsk on 17 September
1980, where they agreed on forming a single trade union, which would operate across
the country under the name: Independent SelfGoverning Trade Union “Solidarity”. The
union was led by the National Coordinating Commission, and its regional representa
tives were the individual founding committees. After democratic elections, whose pur
pose was to elect the appropriate regional trade union representatives, the founding
committees were transformed into Solidarity regional management offices.
MO, Citizens’ Militia – PRL equivalent to the police, the main difference being that it
served the communist regime, not the citizenry. In addition to general securityrelated
and crimefighting duties, it was used to repress the opposition and quash protests,
hence its poor reputation in society, particularly in the 1980s. MO also comprised a mo
torised wing, ZOMO, and the Security Service. The Citizens’ Militia was transformed into
the Police in April 1990.
NOW, National Military Organization – underground military organisation of the
National Party active during World War II, formed in September 1939. NOW became
part of the Home Army as part of the consolidation operation of Polish military organi
sations conducted in November 1942.
NSZ, National Armed Forces – Polish underground military organisation aligned with
the National Democrats, which operated from 1942 to 1947. It was not subsumed into
the Home Army as part of the military consolidation operation. During the German
occupation, it fought against the Nazis and Polish communist formations: the People’s
Guard, the People’s Army, Soviet guerrillas and bands of looters. The National Armed
Forces were not dissolved after World War II, but continued to fight against the Red
Army, NKVD (USSR security service) and the Polish People’s Army.
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NZW, National Military Union – Polish underground political and military organ
isation which pursued a national ideology, operating from 1944/1945 to 1956. After
the defeat of the Warsaw Uprising, the Home Army was faced with a severe crisis and
was unable to prevent the communists from seizing power. As a result, the nationalists
decided to take on an active role. The main political and military goals of NZW were:
liberating Poland from the communists using military force, rebuilding a sovereign Pol
ish state with a prewar eastern border and its western border on the Oder and the
Lusatian Neisse, as well as shaping the new state into a nationalCatholic entity. The
National Military Union was one of the largest postwar independence organisations
operating as part of what was known as the second underground. From 1945 to 1947,
NZW guerrillas conducted numerous military operations against the communist secu
rity forces. By 1956, the security service and the Polish People’s Army defeated most
NZW units. Very few partisans remained in the woods, the last of whom remained in
hiding in a forest bunker until 31 December 1961.
Piłsudski, Józef (1867–1935) – one of the most important figures in the history of
postpartition Poland. Piłsudski considered the outbreak of World War I to be an op
portunity to wrest independence back from the hands of the partitioners and to re
store an independent Poland. He was the creator of the Polish Legions, which fought
alongside AustriaHungary against Russia. After World War I, he took over as Interim
Chief of State, which was the highest office in the reborn Poland. As Chief of State, he
focussed on defending the newlyregained sovereignty and ensuring that the coun
try’s borders were as advantageous as possible. Under his command, the Polish Armed
Forces defeated the Red Army in the PolishSoviet War. He staged a military coup in
1926, which marked the beginning of an authoritarian period in Polish history. Piłsudski
passed away in 1935. While not all of his achievements should be viewed favourably, he
can be considered a brilliant statesman and cofounder of the Second Republic.
PLZ (złoty) – basic unit of Polish currency before the 1995 denomination. The current
symbol is PLN.
Popiełuszko, Jerzy (1947–1984) – Catholic priest who performed pastoral service in
worker communities. After the imposition of martial law, he celebrated Mass for the
Homeland in the St. Stanisław Kostka Church in Warsaw, which always drew crowds of
the faithful. His main message was the words of St. Paul: “Overcome evil with good”.
He was hated by the communists, who launched a vicious propaganda assault against
him, referring to his Masses as “séances of hatred” and “black masses”. Popiełuszko was
followed, interrogated, and weapons were planted in his home by the Security Service
to accuse him of acting as an enemy of the system. He was eventually abducted, bru
tally tortured and killed, his body dropped into the Vistula. His remains were recovered
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from the river several days later. Popiełuszko’s funeral became a mass demonstration.
He became Solidarity’s first martyr and patron.
PRL, People’s Republic of Poland – official name of the Polish state from 1952 to
1989. The country was under Soviet control and was not a sovereign entity. USSR satel
lite states were referred to as “people’s democracies” or “socialist democracies”, which
had little in common with democracy as they featured a totalitarian, oneparty system.
The ruling party in Poland was PZPR – the Polish United Workers’ Party. Apart from
Czechoslovakia, every Eastern Bloc country had the word “people’s” or “democratic” in
its name.
PZPR, Polish United Workers’ Party / KC PZPR, Polish United Workers’ Party Central Committee – political party established in December 1948 as the ruling
body which exercised absolute power and control over the bureaucratised, central
lyplanned economy. The main goal of the party was to create a communist society
and contribute to building communism across the world. PZPR was subordinate to the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). All power in the party was vested in the
First Secretary and the Central Committee, the party’s governing body. PZPR had its of
fices in every factory, at every university, library and hospital. The absolute power of the
First Secretary meant that many other positions, including that of the Prime Minister,
were of secondary importance in PRL. PZPR strove to gain control over all areas of life
in Poland. A great deal of effort was put into indoctrinating Polish society, particularly
young people. All political and social organisations, as well as the Catholic Church and
other religious associations, were to be made subordinate to the party. If this was not
possible, such organisations were shut down, their members imprisoned, tortured and
sentenced to death. The Polish United Workers’ Party was responsible for employing
these terror tactics.
As regards the economy, PZPR strove to eliminate private ownership and nationalise
businesses. Heavy industry was prioritised over everyday items, which resulted in mar
ket shortages. This led to regular protests, during which the people demanded better
living conditions. Such demonstrations were brutally suppressed by the Citizens’ Militia
and the military, which were also under the control of PZPR. The mass strikes in the
summer of 1980 forced PZPR to agree to the establishment of an independent organ
isation – NSZZ “Solidarity”, which constituted a crack in the communist system. Ten
years later, as a result of the erosion of communism in Europe and the political transfor
mations which were taking place in Poland, the PZPR monopoly was broken and its rule
came to an end, which led to the party’s dissolution in January 1990.
Radom Strikes / June 1976 – strikes and protests that took place in Radom, Płock,
Ursus and other cities in June 1976 in response to rising food prices. The demonstra
tions, which took place in the streets, were brutally quashed. Many were arrested and
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tortured. The participants had their employment terminated and were often blacklist
ed, preventing them from finding work. As a result of the events of June 1976, the Work
ers’ Defence Committee was established to provide aid to victims of the repressions.
RMP, Young Poland Movement – independent anticommunist opposition move
ment originating from the Movement for the Defence of Human and Civic Rights
(ROPCiO) and founded in July 1979. The RMP programme emphasised regaining full
independence and made references to rightwing ideas and Home Army traditions.
The movement worked together with other independent TriCity associations to orga
nise demonstrations commemorating the regaining of independence on 11 Novem
ber 1918, the adoption of the May 3 Constitution and the events of December 1970. It
organised selfteaching groups for secondary school students, managed a discussion
club, published the “Bratniak” magazine and distributed flyers. When the strikes broke
out in the Gdańsk Shipyard, RMP became involved in trade union activities. When mar
tial law was declared, some of its activists were imprisoned, while others went under
ground. After 1989, members of RMP were no longer a homogeneous community, with
many of its members being politically active as part of newlyformed parties.
ROPCiO, Movement for the Defence of Human and Civic Rights – public oppo
sition organisation established in March 1977. The goals of ROPCiO included: human
rights protection (demanding that the authorities respect human rights) and the for
mation of a mass civil movement. Its members included former political prisoners as
well as veterans of the Home Army and the postwar anticommunist underground.
The movement did not have a code, organised membership structure or leadership,
styling itself as a social civil initiative open to everyone. Selfteaching was a major focus
of the movement, which also published the independent magazine “Opinia”. ROPCiO
activists protested against abuses of power by organising hunger strikes, distributing
flyers and issuing declarations, as well as collecting signatures for petitions.
Round Table Talks – one of the most important events in Polish contemporary history
which sparked a system change in the People’s Republic of Poland. The opposition, led
by Lech Wałęsa, and the authorities were engaged in negotiations under the patron
age of the Catholic Church from 6 February to 5 April 1989. A round table was specially
made for the event, which served as the symbol of the accord, even though only two of
the meetings actually took place there: the first and the final meeting. The negotiations
were conducted in various places and in the presence of various people. The talks re
sulted in the government agreeing to relegalise Solidarity. It was agreed that partially
free elections to the Sejm would be organised (Solidarity received 35% of the seats in
the new Sejm), as well as completely free elections to the newlyformed 100seat Sen
ate. The office of President was also reinstated.
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The elections, which took place on 4 June 1989, saw Solidarity win all of the Deputy
seats it was entitled to, as well as 99 seats in the Senate. A government was formed with
Tadeusz Mazowiecki as the Prime Minister, but it was a coalition government in which
the key ministries such as the national defence and the interior, as well as the position
of Deputy Prime Minister, remained in the hands of the communists. Gen. Wojciech
Jaruzelski was elected President. The Round Table Talks rendered it possible for the
democratic opposition to seize power, while also making it responsible for the Polish
economy, which was in terrible shape at the time. The communists retained some of
the power and seized ownership of considerable public wealth as a result.
Ruch – independent, underground organisation which operated in Poland from 1965
to 1970. It rejected communism, refusing to acknowledge the People’s Republic of Po
land as a legitimate state. Its intention was not to repair the PRL system, but to topple it
and ensure that the country was independent of the USSR. According to its members,
Poland would be liberated as a result of social protests on a mass scale. Ruch comprised
approx. 100 active members. Its largest operation, which was ultimately cancelled, was
the destruction of the Lenin Museum in Poronin on the anniversary of the birth of the
leader of the Bolshevik revolution, 21 June 1970. The operation was not carried out
because the Security Service had been informed about the plan by secret informants,
which led to the arrest of the movement’s leadership, who received long sentences of
up to several years in prison.
SB, Security Service – security apparatus which operated from 1956 to 1989, formally
part of the Citizens’ Militia, whose task was to protect the communist system within the
country and abroad by controlling and infiltrating all spheres of public life in Poland.
The Security Service took part in combatting the opposition and repressing demon
stration and strike participants. It spied on independent communities, national minori
ties and the clergy. The spying assumed the form of secret collaborators, informants, as
well as techniques such as telephone tapping and surveillance. SB officials frequently
broke the law of the People’s Republic of Poland, violated human rights and employed
torture.
Sejm – singlehouse parliament during the communist period, the highest legislative
power comprising 460 Deputies. Since the events of 1989, the National Assembly has
consisted of the Sejm (460 Deputies) and the Senate (100 Senators). This is a continu
ation of a tradition from the Second Republic of Poland (1918–1939), which also had
a twohouse parliament.
SP, Labour Faction – Polish Christiandemocratic party founded in 1937. Operat
ing in exile during World War II, it resumed its activities in Poland after the war, but
its ranks were quickly infiltrated by Security Office (secret police) agents, and the
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party was eventually dissolved. Members of the Labour Faction were repressed by the
communists.
Urban, Jerzy (born 1933) – government spokesman of the People’s Republic of Poland
from 1981 to 1989. He was the main propagandist of the communist authorities. In his
weekly press conferences, he openly attacked Solidarity and opposition activists. His
attacks on the Catholic Church were particularly vitriolic. His comments related to the
crimes of the communist government were marked with cynicism and indifference,
as in the case of the murder of the young Grzegorz Przemyk (1983) and the assassina
tion of the Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko (1984), while he extolled the achievements of those
responsible for imposing martial law – Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski and Gen. Czesław
Kiszczak, the head of the special forces.
Warsaw Uprising – armed insurgency organised by the Home Army against the Ger
mans in Warsaw, which lasted from 1 August to 2 October 1944. While the uprising
was aimed at the German occupiers from a military perspective, its main goal was to
ensure postwar sovereignty by way of restoring legal state authorities in the capital
of Poland, which would serve as natural continuators of the prewar government, pre
venting the imposition of a government aligned with the Soviet Union, whose forces
were approaching Warsaw. The insurgents expected to receive support from the Allies,
but were unable to receive any due to the fact that the Russians stationed near Warsaw
would not allow for Allied aircraft to land in USSRoccupied territories. The fighting
lasted for 63 days and ended with the defeat of the Poles.
WRON, Military Council of National Salvation – entity which administered Poland
during the martial law period. Established on the night of 12/13 December 1981 and
dissolved on 21 July 1983. Its Head was Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski. WRON operated out
side of the provisions of the constitution and was similar to a military junta. It was dis
paragingly referred to as WRONa (Polish for “crow”).
Wyszyński, Stefan, Primate of the Millennium (1901–1981) – Roman Catholic Cardi
nal, Primate of Poland (1948–1981). A defender of the Catholic Church during the com
munist period, he actively opposed the Marxist model of public life, defended human
dignity and rights, and fought for a moral revival of society. He successfully quashed
the government’s attempts to interfere in the internal affairs of the Church, including
important personnel appointments, for which he was arrested and imprisoned (1953–
1956). His defiance prevented the communists from breaking the faith and the attach
ment to the Catholic Church of the Polish people, and also allowed the Church to retain
its independence.
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ZMP, Union of Polish Youth – youth organisation active from 1948 to 1957, estab
lished by the communists as part of their policy regarding young people. Its purpose
was to indoctrinate them, train new party members and facilitate the communist trans
formation of society. It was a mass organisation, totalling more than 2 million members
by 1955. The main responsibility of ZMP members was to combat class enemies – ku
laks, private business owners, the clergy and saboteurs. It was perceived as one of the
symbols of Polish Stalinism.
ZOMO, Motorized Reserves of the Citizens’ Militia – units of the Citizens’ Militia
formed to enforce order in emergency situations, i.e. to suppress demonstrations and
strikes. The formation was established in 1956 after a series of workers’ strikes that
took place in Poznań, when the authorities realised they were not equipped to handle
largescale street riots. In the 1980s, ZOMO was primarily deployed to disperse oppo
sition demonstrations, its members following their orders with particular brutality and
ruthlessness. After martial law was imposed, special units of ZOMO were sent to pacify
strikes in factories, including the Katowice “Wujek” Coal Mine, where they opened fire
on the miners, killing nine. The formation operated until 1989 and was made up of
volunteers. By the late 1980s, the total number of ZOMO members was approx. 13,000.
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BARBARA FEDYSZAK-RADZIEJOWSKA – born in 1949 in Chorzów. Ethnographer,
graduate of the University of Warsaw, doctorate in sociology. Researcher and author of
works devoted to rural communities, especially farmers, their work ethos, attitudes to
wards the EU, rural entrepreneurship, and the social capital of the Polish village. Mem
ber of NSZZ “Solidarity” since 1980. In 1982–1988 she headed the work of a group of so
ciologists who, as part of the underground structure of Solidarity, conducted analyses
for RKW (Regional Executive Commission) and TKK (Interim Coordinating Commission)
on the mood of activists of the classified NSZZ “S” enterprise commissions. From 2007
to 2011 she was a member of the College of the Institute of National Remembrance
(Kolegium Instytutu Pamięci Narodowej) and its chair since April 2010. A member of the
Rural and Agriculture Council of the President of the Republic of Poland (Rada ds. Wsi
i Rolnictwa przy prezydencie RP) with Lech Wałęsa and Lech Kaczyński. Awarded the
Officer’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta.
ANDRZEJ HORUBAŁA – born in 1962 in Warsaw. A graduate of the Polish Philolo
gy Faculty at the University of Warsaw. Since December 1980, Chair of the NZS of the
Faculty of Polish Philology of the University of Warsaw, cofounder of NZS University
Information Centre (CIA) Bulletin, after 13 December 1981 active in the structures of Sol
idarity, cofounder of the Academic SelfDefence Movement (ARS), associate and later
member of the editorial team of the MKK “Wola” weekly, author of “Kultura Niezależna”
[Independent Culture]. After 1989 associated with “Tygodnik Literacki” [Literature Weekly] and the “Debata” [Debate] magazine. Between 1994 and 1996 he was the head of
artistic and entertainment performances at TVP 1 [Polish National Television Channel 1].
Writer, critic, TV producer. Author of four novels and five volumes of critical sketches,
creator of many popular TV programmes. In 1999 awarded by the Minister of Culture
and Art Andrzej Zakrzewski with the “Meritorious Activist of Culture” badge for his
activity in the underground publishing and cultural movement. In 2017 distinguished
by President Andrzej Duda with the Cross of Freedom and Solidarity and the Officer’s
Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta.

PAWEŁ JANOWSKI – born in 1968 in PołczynZdrój. Historian, theologian, scholar at
KUL, he worked at the Lexicography Institute (Instytut Leksykografii) (publisher of the
20volume “Encyklopedia katolicka” [Catholic Encyclopaedia]) and the Polish Diaspo
ra and Polish Diaspora Christian Ministry Research Institute. He was the head of the
Department of the History of Religious Orders and Monastic Assemblies in the Rus
sian Catholic Encyclopaedia. He authored scientific articles, several books and several
hundred entries in “Encyklopedia katolicka”, “Encyklopedia polityczna” [Political Encyclopaedia], “Encyklopedia Gutenberga” [Gutenberg Encyclopaedia], and “Encyklopedia
»Białych Plam«” [“Blank Spot” Encyclopaedia]. Member of Stowarzyszenie “Wspólnota
Polska” [“Polish Community” Association] and the Polish Journalists’ Association. He was
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also VicePresident of the NSZZ “Solidarity” University Commission at KUL and member
of the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Science Section Board (Zarząd Krajowej Sekcji Nauki
NSZZ “Solidarność”).
JAN STEFAN PIETRZAK – born in Warsaw, in the Targówek district in 1937. Creator and
leader of two satirical cabarets: Kabaret Studencki [Student Cabaret] at the Hybrydy Club
(1960–1967) and Pod Egidą Cabaret (since 1967). Author of songs, monologues, opeds
reflecting Polish moods and realities of the last halfcentury. An astute commentator on
the social and political adventures of society trying to break out from under the yoke of
the communist regime. His patriotic song “Żeby Polska była Polską” [For Poland to be Poland] became a spontaneous anthem of Solidarity in 1980. The catchphrases, choruses
and mental shortcuts he used are remembered by millions. He introduced a new style
of cabaret narrative, not previously used, a style that found numerous imitators. He re
ceived the title “Zasłużony dla Solidarności” [Distinguished Service to Solidarity] from the
“S” National Commission. In 2009, he was awarded by President Lech Kaczyński with
the Commander’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta. In 2011 he created Fundacja
Towarzystwo Patriotyczne [Foundation for Patriotic Society] that granting the “For Po
land to be Poland” awards. A year later, he was elected by readers of “Solidarity Weekly”
as Man of the Year, and in 2014 the Man of the Year by the “Gazeta Polska” Clubs.
PIOTR SEMKA – born in 1965 in Gdańsk. Historian, graduate of the Catholic University
of Lublin. From the beginning of martial law, he was involved in independence and Sol
idarity activities. Coauthor and author of texts for underground magazines and radio
programmes. Member of the Independent Students’ Association. After 1989 he was in
volved with the press and was an active television and radio journalist. He hosted many
sociopolitical programmes. Coauthor of the book “Lewy Czerwcowy” [June Leftist],
author of publications: “Wojna światów” [War of Worlds], “Obrazki z wystawy” [Images from the Exhibition], “My, reakcja” [Us the Reactionaries], “Lech Kaczyński. Opowieść
arcypolska” [Lech Kaczyński. An Arch-Polish Tale], „Za, a nawet przeciw. Zagadka Lecha
Wałęsy” [For and Even Against. The Riddle of Lech Wałęsa].
BARBARA SUŁEK-KOWALSKA – born in 1951 in Słupsk. Graduate of the University
of Gdańsk, journalist, publicist, and academic teacher. She worked in the “ITD” week
ly (removed after verification of journalists in 1982), the “Zwierciadło” [Mirror] week
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*

* ”Poland is not dead yet, when we live...”

* This is your end! You are under arrest Solidarity Guy!

* Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

* Stop or I will shoot!

* Vote for Solidarity!
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