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				Introduction

				Though Poland was formally one of the victors of World War 2, it found itself under Soviet oc-cupation. Its fate was decided during the conferences of the great empires in Tehran (1943), and Yalta (1945) as well as by the fact that the Red Army entered the territories of the Polish Republic. The Soviet Union established the communist government in Poland called the Polish Committee of National Liberation (PKWN). From 1944, terror spread by the Soviet security bodies and sup-ported by the Public Security Office was raging in the country. 

				In 1945, the Provisional Government of National Unity was created in Poland. Stanisław Mikołajczyk, a prominent politician of the Polish government in exile, was one of its members. Mikołajczyk also headed the Polish People’s Party (PSL), an opposition party supported by the entire society. However, the 1947 Sejm election was rigged, PSL activists were brutally repressed, and Mikołajczyk was forced to flee the country. From then on, the Polish Workers’ Party (PPR) (under the supervision of the USSR) assumed absolute power over Poland. The PPR was later transformed into the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR) in 1948. Bolesław Bierut, a little-known Polish communist and NKVD (Soviet State Security) agent, became the state’s president.

				Simultaneously, a resistance movement in the form of forest armed forces deriving from the Home Army and the National Armed Forces, was active in Poland. These detachments were usual-ly a part of wider structures. Let us list some of them: NIE [Polish abbreviation for “niepodległość” meaning “independence”, also literally meaning “no” – translator’s note], Armed Forces Delega-tion for Poland, Freedom and Independence, Freedom and Justice, Citizens’ Home Army, Under-ground Polish Army, Home Army Resistance, National Armed Forces, National Military Union, and Greater Poland Independent Volunteer Group “Warta”. These so-called “Cursed Soldiers” (that’s what they are called now) were defending Poland against Sovietisation; they were saving civil-ians from the Soviet troops and officials of the communist government, and they were admin-istering justice to traitors and collaborators. The fate of the “Cursed Soldiers” was usually tragic. They were pursued by the Internal Security Office, the Citizens’ Militia, and the Internal Security Corps; they were killed in ambushes and in the torture chambers of the security services. We still do not know where the remains of most of them rest. Public awareness was for decades full of legends of such great figures as Major Marian Bernaciak, alias Orlik; Major Zygmunt Szendzielarz, alias Łupaszka; Captain Kazimierz Kamieński, alias Huzar; Major Hieronim Dekutowski, alias Zapo-ra; Lieutenant Józef Kuraś, alias Ogień, and many others. Some forest troops were still fighting in the 1950s, and the last hiding partisan, Józef Franczak, alias Lalek, was murdered on 21 October 1963 in a manhunt near the town of Piaski (Lublin Voivodeship).

				The 1940s and 1950s brought far-fetching Stalinisation of life in Poland. The authority was fully centralised and bureaucratised. The cult of the supreme chief – Joseph Stalin and his Polish subordinate, Bolesław Bierut – was introduced. Soviet models were being spread everywhere. 
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				The Polish army was now commanded by commanding officers from the East, with Marshal Kon-stanty Rokossowski at the helm. Nationalisation of almost the entirety of industry and (luckily slowly) progressing collectivisation of the rural areas as well as prioritisation of large investments in the heavy industry were deepening the impoverishment of society. All and any independ-ent associations and social institutions as well as self-governments were being liquidated. Pol-ish national traditions were being denied, Marxist ideology in its most vulgar form was being imposed everywhere. Authentic literary and artistic life was destroyed, while scientific activity was limited. The Catholic Church was subject to far-fetching repressions. Its climax came with the internment of the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, in 1953. The security apparatus was being developed and general surveillance of society was introduced. Tens of thousands of Polish patriots were subject to bloody repressions. Despite it all, a spirit of resistance held sway in the society. Organisations opposing the communist system were arising. The young frequently established them (and were called youth conspiracy).

				The death of Joseph Stalin in 1953 led to some liberalisation not only in the Soviet Union, but also in Poland. The iron censorship was loosened; “Po Prostu” magazine (English: “Simply”) started to publish bold texts. The Crooked Circle Club was established in Warsaw in 1955, provid-ing a space for discussions on various issues (the club was dissolved in 1962). The most drastic degenerations of the system were also liquidated. 

				On 28 June 1956, a workers uprising against the communist authorities broke out in Poznań. It was repressed by two armoured divisions and two infantry divisions. Ca. 70 people were killed and ca. 600 injured. Some 250, including 196 workers, were arrested. An intense investigation was opened, and those arrested were beaten and tortured. The June crisis led directly to the events of October 1956, when, due to a possible Soviet intervention in Poland, Władysław Gomułka was appointed the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party. Society placed its hopes in him for normalisation and democratisation. In fact, numerous reforms were introduced, most of the political prisoners were released, Soviet officers were removed from the army, and the status of Soviet troops in Poland was changed so that it would be more favourable for our country, amongst other things. Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński was set free, the State-Church agreement was renewed, and the collectivisation of agriculture was slowed down. However, liberalisation did not last long, and it eventually ended with the liquidation of the “Po Prostu” magazine in October 1957, which led to a few days of riots in Warsaw.

				On the one hand, the rule of Władysław Gomułka (1956–1970) led to loosened restrictions and a greater opening of Poland to the world, but on the other hand, it also deepened the coun-try’s economic underdevelopment and maintained its dependence on the USSR. The Church was subject to particular persecution. Religious construction projects were suspended and properties were seized from Church institutions, which led to social protests (in such cities as, amongst others, Kraśnik Fabryczny in 1959, Nowa Huta in 1960, Toruń in 1961, Przemyśl in 1963 and Brzeg in 1966). Catholic schools were closed down and absurd tax burdens were imposed on the Church and its institutions. Religious education was removed from the schools in 1961. Following the conciliatory letter of 18 November 1965 sent by the Polish bishops to the German 
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				bishops, the authorities initiated a wide-scale propaganda campaign against the episcopate. In 1966, the Polish Church celebrated the 1,000th anniversary of the Christianisation of Poland. The authorities blocked the participation of Pope Paul VI in the celebrations and organised their own competing commemoration of 1,000 years of Polish statehood. On 2 September 1966, the MO Milicja Obywatelska (Citizens’ Militia – a national police organisation of the Polish People’s Re-public) “commandeered” a Black Madonna of Częstochowa painting which was making stops from address to address throughout Poland.

				The rule of Władysław Gomułka caused discontent amongst the intellectuals, too. In 1964, the so-called “Letter of 34” was sent to the PM, Józef Cyrankiewicz. In it, the most prominent representatives of the world of culture and science protested against the tightening press cen-sorship, amongst other things. The same year, Jacek Kuroń and Karol Modzelewski published the “Open letter to the members of the Basic Party Organisation of the Polish United Workers’ Party [POP PZPR] and to the members of the academic organisation Socialist Youth Association [ZMS] at Warsaw University”, in which they harshly criticised the policy of the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR). For this deed, they were sentenced in 1965 to 3 years (Jacek Kuroń) and 3.5 years (Karol Modzelewski) in prison. A group of so-called commandos – students who would go to the open lectures and commemorative anniversaries at Warsaw University and provoke disloyal discussions – were active around Kuroń and Modzelewski.

				The underground Movement (Ruch) organisation was also established during Gomułka’s rule. Its main goal consisted in fighting for independence. Its leaders were: Marian Gołębiewski, Benedykt Czuma, Stefan Niesiołowski, Marek Niesiołowski, Wiesław Kęcik, Andrzej Czuma and Emil Morgiewicz. The Movement’s most spectacular activity consisted in toppling a commemo-rative sign devoted to the memory of Lenin down from a Rysy mountain peak in August 1968. In the spring of 1970, the Movement’s leadership decided to destroy Lenin’s Museum in the town of Poronin. However, the Security Service discovered these plans, which resulted in detentions and trials. The sentences reached as many as 7 years in prison.

				The greatest political crisis under the rule of Władysław Gomułka happened in 1968. Its ori-gin remains unclear. The internal struggle within the party apparatus (particularly the ambitions of Mieczysław Moczar – Gomułka’s rival for power) had a certain influence on the events. The cri-sis started with a student protest in Warsaw, held on 30 January, against the banning of Adam Mickiewicz’s drama, “Dziady”, from the theatre. The militia dispersed the protest, and two students (Adam Michnik and Henryk Szlajfer) were expelled from Warsaw University. Their colleagues and the Polish Writers’ Union (ZLP) defended both them and Polish culture. Jacek Kuroń and Karol Modzelewski’s group as well as a group of students were arrested on 8–9 March 1968, leading to street mass meetings, protests, and strikes in Warsaw, and later also in other academic centres. The protesting youth were brutally pacified by the militia. People of Jewish origin were accused of responsibility for the events in an unprecedented, mass propaganda attack. As a result of this “witch-hunt”, nearly 15,000 Jewish people left Poland. A group of prominent professors and stu-dents heading the incidents were expelled from the universities. Some of the leaders of the mass meetings and protests were sentenced over the years 1968–1969 even up to 3.5 years in prison.
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				Another crisis broke out two years later, and it ended Władysław Gomułka’s rule. A social protest was directly caused by the price rise of 12 December 1970, when the prices of meat, smoked meat, and many groceries rose. This led to strikes, protests, and street riots on the coast, particularly in the Tri-City area (i.e. Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot) and Szczecin. The buildings of the Gdańsk and Szczecin Voivodeship Committees of the Polish United Workers’ Party were burnt down, amongst others. The army and the militia blocked the ports and shipyards in Gdańsk and Szczecin, and live ammunition was used in the clashes with the protesters. Nearly 39 people were killed and 1,164 injured in the wake of the December events. On 20 December 1970, Władysław Gomułka was forced to resign from the office of the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party. He was replaced by Edward Gierek.

				At the beginning of Gierek’s rule, the social mood improved as the expenditures on con-sumption were increased, wages rose, and Poland opened wider to the West. An active econo-mic policy (though based largely on foreign credits) also initially brought positive results. How-ever, visible indications of a crisis started to appear in the mid-1970s. Gierek’s excessive servility towards the USSR also led to social unrest. In 1975, a draft of amendments to the constitution of the Polish People’s Republic (PRL) was announced, including a provision about the leading role of the PZPR in the state, and one about the permanent and inviolable alliance with the USSR. In response to these drafts, signatures were collected on a petition demanding the abandonment of these amendments. The wide-ranging petition movement covered not only Warsaw, but the whole country. Many people opposing the authorities met or heard about each other when col-lecting the signatures. Later, one of them said – and it’s as certain as a political fact – that in 1975 and early 1976, “they could see for themselves how many they were”. When, after the June 1976 events, the Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR) and later the Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights (ROPCiO) were created, many contacts had already been established.

				Our “Solidarity: The Calendar” starts with the petition activities at the end of 1975. It contrib-uted to the rise of the democratic opposition in Poland, which in turn became the foundation of a huge movement, with Solidarity at the lead, which changed Poland and the world.

				Wojciech PolakFull Professor at the Institute of History and Archival Sciences, Nicolaus Copernicus University in ToruńChairman of the Council of the Institute of National Remembrance
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				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1975

				December

				Stanisław Kruszyński, a student at the Catholic University of Lublin (KUL), was on trial in Lublin and sentenced to 10 months in prison for criticising the PRL system in his private letters to his wife and brother. A leaflet campaign in his defence was undertaken at the KUL. Later, students from Lublin, Warsaw and Krakow collected signatures in the defence of S. Kruszyński, and against the decision to have him expelled from the university. 

				5

				Professor Edward Lipiński submitted the so-called “Letter of 59” to the Chancellery of the PRL Sejm. The letter was written by Jakub Karpiński, Jacek Kuroń, and Jan Olszewski. In it, the rep-resentatives of the world of science and culture opposed the announced amendments to the PRL Constitution: the provision about the leading role of the PZPR in the state as well as the permanent and inviolable alliance with the USSR. The signatories demanded that the constitu-tion include a guarantee of freedom of conscience and religion, the freedom to work, freedom of speech and information, and freedom of science. In that letter they wrote, inter alia:

				Guaranteeing these basic freedoms cannot be reconciled with the officially prepared acknowledgement of the leading role of one party in the state authority system. Such a constitutional statement would entrust the political party with the role of a body of a state authority which is not accountable to society and is not controlled by society. Under these conditions, the Sejm cannot be treated as the highest body of the legisla-tive authorities, the government is not the highest executive power, and the courts are not independent. The execution of the right of all citizens to present and select their representatives in five-adjective elections should be guaranteed. The independence of the courts from the executive power should be ensured, and the Sejm should become the real highest legislative authority […]

				We believe that disrespecting civil liberties may lead to a gradual decline of national awareness in the nation, and to a discontinuation of the national tradition. It threatens the existence of the nation. […] 

				Recognition of these values, confirmed by the Helsinki Accords, gains international significance, because where there is no freedom, there is neither peace nor safety.

				The letter was signed by: Stefan Amsterdamski, Stanisław Barańczak, Ewa Bieńkowska, Jacek Bierezin, Irena Byrska, Tadeusz Byrski, Bohdan Chwedeńczuk, Ludwik Cohn, Andrzej Drawicz, Jerzy Ficowski, Kornel Filipowicz, Zbigniew Her-bert, Ryszard Herczyński, Maryla Hopfinger, Zdzisław Jaroszewski, Anna Kamieńska, Jakub Karpiński, Wojciech Karpiński, 
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				1975

			

		

		
			
				Jan Kielanowski, Stefan Kisielewski, Jacek Kleyff, Leszek Kołakowski, Julian Kornhauser, Maria Komiłowicz, Marcin Król, Ryszard Krynicki, Jacek Kuroń, Stanisław Leśniewski, Edward Lipiński, Zdzisław Łapiński, priest Stanisław Małkowski, Jerzy Markuszewski, Adam Mauersberger, Adam Michnik, Halina Mikołajska, Jan Nepomucen Miller, Ludwik Muzy-czka, Zygmunt Mycielski, Jerzy Narbutt, Jan Olszewski, Antoni Pajdak, Krzysztof Pomian, Józef Rybicki, Rev. Jacek Salij, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, Stanisław Skalski, Antoni Słonimski, Aniela Steinsbergowa, Julian Stryjkowski, Jan Józef Szczepański, Adam Szczypiorski, Kazimierz Szelągowski, Wisława Szymborska, Jacek Trznadel, Maria Wosiek, Adam Za-gajewski, Wacław Zawadzki, priest Jan Zieja and Wojciech Ziembiński. 

				In January 1976, it was signed by: Henryk Błachnio, Mieczysław Kotlarczyk, Hanna Malewska, Hanna Rudzka-Cybiso-wa, Tadeusz Wojnarowski and Barbara Zbrożyna. 

				Over the next few days, the Chancellery of the Sejm and the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, receive other letters concerning this matter, including the “Letter of 7”, signed by Maria Dziewicka, Bronisław Geremek, Krystyna Kersten, Tadeusz Kowalik, Edward Lipiński, Jan Strzelecki and Krzysztof Wolicki, and the “Letter of 218”, signed by young people from Warsaw and Łódź opposing the authorities (including Wojciech Arkuszewski, Kon-rad Bieliński, Jacek Bierezin, Grażyna Kuroń, Antoni Macierewicz and Joanna Szczęsna).

				9

				The Sejm of the PRL appointed an extraordinary commission headed by Henryk Jabłoński, Chair-man of the Council of State with the task to prepare the bill on the amendments to the Constitu-tion of the PRL.

				At the turn of 1976, the Polskie Porozumienie Niepodległościowe – (PPN) (Polish Accord for Independence – (PPN)) – an organisation of the Polish democratic and independence opposition – was established by Zdzisław Najder. The PPN’s first members were Henryk Dembiński, Wojciech Karpiński, Andrzej Kijowski, Jan Olszewski, Józef Rybicki, Jan Józef Szczepański and Jan Zarański.

			

		

	
		
			
				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1976

				January

				9

				The Episcopate of Poland sent a letter to the Marshal of the PRL Sejm protesting against the plan to amend the Constitution of the PRL by introducing the provisions about the leading role of the PZPR in the state, and the socialist character of the state as well as about the permanent and in-violable alliance with the USSR, and about the PRL authorities respecting the rights of the citizens depending on whether they fulfil their duties with regard to the state. 

				14

				Jan Olszewski, Wojciech Ziembiński, Antoni Pajdak and Stanisław Szczuka sent a letter to the Sejm protesting against the planned amendments to the Constitution of the PRL, particularly the provision about the permanent and inviolable alliance with the USSR.

				17

				Representatives of the Znak (Sign) association sent a letter to the Sejm’s Constitutional Com-mittee, drawing attention, inter alia, to the violation of the rule of equality of the citizens if the provision concerning the leading role of the PZPR is introduced. The letter was signed by Bohdan Cywiński, Kazimierz Czapliński, Antoni Gołubiew, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Hanna Malewska, Andrzej Święcicki, Jerzy Turowicz, Jan Tyc, Stefan Wilkanowicz and Jacek Woźniakowski.

				22

				Fourteen more intellectuals signed the letter of 14 January sent to the Sejm of the PRL by Jan Olszewski, Wojciech Ziembiński, Antoni Pajdak, and Stanisław Szczuka, including Ludwik Cohn, Maryla Hopfinger, Zbigniew Raszewski, Antoni Słonimski and Aniela Steinsbergowa. 

				31

				Jerzy Andrzejewski sent another protest letter against the planned amendments to the Constitu-tion of the PRL to the Sejm of the PRL, the so-called “Letter of 101”, signed by the representatives 
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				1976

			

		

		
			
				of the world of science and art, including Kazimierz Brandys, Jacek Bocheński, Tomasz Burek, Stanisław Dygat, Marek Edelman, Józef Hen, Mieczysław Jastrun, Jerzy Jedlicki, Andrzej Kijowski, Irena Lewandowska, Andrzej Mandalian, Artur Międzyrzecki, Zdzisław Najder, Winicjusz Naro-jek, Barbara Sadowska, Stefan Swieżawski, Stanisław Tym, Adam Ważyk, Wiktor Woroszylski and Czesław Zgorzelski. 

				February

				10

				The Sejm of the PRL adopted the amendments to the Constitution of the PRL. Article 1 now in-cluded the provision: The PRL is a socialist country. Moreover, an article was added stating that the leading political force in the construction of socialism is the Polish United Workers’ Party. The amend-ments also concerned constitutional guarantees of the alliance with the Soviet Union. There was no amendment introduced which would link the rights and the duties of the citizens. No one voted against, and Stanisław Stomma, the Znak (Sign’s) MP, abstained from the vote.

				12

				During a press conference, the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, referred to the signatories of the “Letter of 59” as dogged anticommunists, politically blind.

				March

				Andrzej Czuma, Maciej Grzywaczewski, Leszek Moczulski, and Adam Wojciechowski discussed the establishment of a secret organisation called Nurt Niepodległościowy – (NN) (Independence Current – (NN)) and they adopted a programme document “U progu…” (“At the Threshold…”) demanding the freedom of the nation and an independent country.

				21

				Elections to the Sejm of the PRL and the national councils were held. According to official data, the turnout exceeded 98%.

				April

				Władysław Bieńkowski, party dissident, announces in the French monthly, “Culture”, an “Open letter to the authorities of the People’s Poland”, stigmatising censorship as being at variance with socialism and the Polish tradition, and criticising the changes to the Constitution. The for-mer Communist minister wrote, inter alia, The Polish nation is sufficiently aware of the superpower 
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				position of the Soviet Union and does not dream of true equality. However, it is a custom acknowledged in international relations not to stress – in the legal acts – the dependence, even of the smallest state, on a superpower. This good custom has been broken by the provision imposed on our constitution.

				8

				The Court of the Warsaw Military District sentences Major Jerzy Pawłowski, an Olympic Cham-pion and the best fencer in history, to 25 years in prison for spying for the American Central Intel-ligence Agency (CIA).

				28–29

				The Socialist Youth Association (ZMS), Union of the Socialist Rural Youth, and the Socialist Military Youth Union merge to create the Polish Socialist Youth Union (ZSMP). 

				May

				Professor Edward Lipiński sent a letter to the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, with a profound criticism of the Soviet model of socialism and the dependence of Poland on the USSR. His analysis was commented extensively in the West, particularly in left-wing circles.

				3

				The “Tygodnik Polski” (“Polish Weekly”), published in London, announces the PPN’s programme criticising in 26 points the PRL system, and describes the model of the desired political system – Poland’s independence from the USSR, withdrawing from the Warsaw Pact, introduction of multi-party democracy and civil liberties, restoring freedom of speech and association, unlimited development of science and culture, and admitting the private sector to free economic activities. The document’s main author, Zdzisław Najder, was not revealed.

				12

				On the initiative of Yuri Orlov, an open Group to Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki Ac-cords in the USSR (the so-called Moscow Helsinki Group), was appointed in Moscow. The group collected information about violations of human rights in the USSR and informed foreign journal-ists about them. A few months later, Lithuanian and Ukrainian Helsinki groups were also created. 
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				1976

			

		

		
			
				June

				24

				Prime Minister Piotr Jaroszewicz presents a draft of a food price rise to the Sejm: meat and fish as well as preserves by 69%, poultry by 30%, butter and cheese by 50%, sugar by 100% and veg-etables by 30%. Wage increases were also planned, though they were incommensurably small compared to the price increases. The Sejm unanimously supports the governmental draft and directs it to so-called public consultations, which would last 2 days. The higher prices would be introduced on Monday, 28 June.

				25

				Due to the announced food price rise, workers strike and protest in many cities. According to the data of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party (KC PZPR), strikes broke out in 97 enterprises in 24 voivodeships (including such cities as Elbląg, Gdańsk, Grudziądz, Łódź, Płock, Poznań, Radom, Radomsko, Starachowice, Szczecin, Ursus, Warsaw and Wrocław) and were par-ticipated by over 71,000 people. Two protesters were killed in an unfortunate accident during the street riots in Radom – Jan Łabęcki and Tadeusz Ząbecki – 198 people were wounded and in-jured, and 24 vehicles were burnt out. Ca. 2,500 people were arrested across Poland, and ca. 370 people were sentenced under accelerated procedure to detention. In Radom, 25 people were judged as the ringleaders of the events: out of them, 8 people were sentenced to 8–10 years in prison, 11 people to 5–6 years, and 6 people to 2–4 years. Also, some 170 people were punished by misdemeanour boards.

				Radom – strikes and protests broke out in 25 local plants, including the Przedsiębiorstwo Projektowania i Dostaw Transportu (Transport Planning and Delivery Enterprise) “Techmatrans”, Zakłady Metalowe im. gen. Waltera (General Walter Metal Works), Radomskie Zakłady Przemysłu Skórzanego (Radom Leather Industry Plants) “Radoskór”, Wytwórnia Urządzeń i Instalacji Przemysłowych (Producer of Industrial Devices and Installations) “Termowent”, Zakłady Sprzętu Grzejnego (Heating Equipment Plants), Radomska Wytwórnia Telefonów (Radom Producer of Telephones), Radomskie Zakłady Przemysłu Drzewnego (Radom Wood Industry Plants), Zakłady Naprawcze Taboru Kolejowego (Rolling Stock Repair Plants), Radomskie Zakłady Naprawy Samo-chodów (Radom Cars Repair Plants), Zakłady Przemysłu Tytoniowego (Tobacco Industry Plants) and Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants). Rev. Roman Kotlarz joins the protesters – he then absolved people in articulo mortis on the stairs of the Trinity Church. At around 10:00 a.m., the protesters moved to the seat of the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR singing the Polish national anthem and “The Internationale”. After 2:00 p.m., they seized the building and then set it on fire. Street fights lasted until 9:00 p.m. and involved as many as 25,000 people. The authorities sent 1,543 officers of the Citizens’ Militia (MO) and the Motorized Reserves of the Citizens’ Militia (ZOMO), who acted brutally (during the intervention, they used long rubber clubs reinforced with a steel rod). At least 368 people, mainly those who were passively watching the events, were arrested on 25 and 26 June. The detainees were beaten, frequently repeatedly, by ZOMO and prison officers 
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				during the so-called “fitness trails” arranged in the MO’s Voivodeship HQ in Radom and the De-tention Ward. Due to the number of detainees, some were transported to the militia holding cells in the towns of Białobrzegi, Grójec, Przysucha, Szydłowiec, and to the Detention Ward in Kielce.

				Ursus – several thousand members of the crew of the Zakłady Mechaniczne (Mechanical Plants) “Ursus” went on strike. The protesters demanded that the highest party and state au-thorities come there. After the demand was rejected and telephones were cut off across the entire city, the workers left the plant and decided to inform the whole country about the strike by blocking two important railway routes (Warsaw–Poznań and Warsaw–Łódź). The Ursus workers stopped a passing train on the Skierniewice route, then they dismantled the tracks and blocked them by rolling a locomotive into the breach. They also stopped an international train going from Berlin to Warsaw. In the evening, the protesters were attacked on their way home by ZOMO forces. The latter used petards, tear gas and clubs. There were round ups in the streets of the town which lasted for a few hours. Random pedestrians were beaten. Those who were arrested were tortured by groups of officers, and then they were driven through the “fitness trails” in the MO headquarters. At least 194 people were arrested. 

				Płock – a strike broke out in the city’s two largest plants: Fabryka Maszyn Żniwnych (Harvest Machinery Factory), and the Mazowieckie Zakłady Rafineryjne i Petrochemiczne (Mazovian Re-finery and Petrochemical Plants). Nearly the whole crew went on strike in “Petrochemia” from 6:00 a.m. At around 10:00 a.m., a mass rally started, participated by delegates of various depart-ments selected by the crews. Following the rally, some of the workers went to the street and headed directly to the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR, however there were no greater riots besides breaking the windows in the building. Some of the protesters went to the Harvest Ma-chinery Factory a few kilometres away and asked the plant’s workers to join their march, howev-er, the call was rejected. Meanwhile, MO forces from Zgierz reached the city. After some time, the protesters who remained in front of the seat of the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR started to split into smaller groups and scattered throughout the town. Fights with the MO lasted until the late evening hours. Protesters were caught, beaten and arrested. There were also detentions after the events: the protest’s participants were identified based on photos taken by the Security Service (SB) when the protesters were walking down the streets of the city, inter alia. In all, 55 people were arrested.

				In Gdańsk, a meeting was held between the workers of the Lenin’s Gdańsk Shipyard, the plant’s management, and representatives of the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR. The work-ers threatened a strike if the price rise was not withdrawn.

				The crew of Zakład nr 1 Pomorskiej Odlewni i Emalierni (Pomeranian Foundry and Enamel-ling Plant No. 1) in Grudziądz went on strike. When it was announced that the price rise was withdrawn, the protesters left the plant, and the night shift workers started their work normally at 10:00 p.m. Meanwhile, the strike in the Pomeranian Foundry and Enamelling Plant No. 2 in Mniszek near Grudziądz did not last long. The management was able to convince the crews of most of the departments to start working even before the price rise was withdrawn.
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				At 8:00 p.m., PM Piotr Jaroszewicz called off the price rise on TV. He did not even mention the strikes or the protests. He stated that consultations were held during the day in the plants and that their participants expressed understanding of the governmental plan; however, they made so many comments that their consideration would take time and thus, the government withdrew the draft of price rises from the Sejm presented on the previous day. 

				26–27

				Under accelerated procedure, the District Court in Radom examined the cases of 51 people ar-rested due to the protests. Most of them concerned incrimination based on Article 212 of the Criminal Code (property damage) and Article 51 Paragraph 2 of the Code of Offences (partici-pation in gatherings). 42 people were sentenced to 2–12 months in prison or house arrest. The youth court had to examine 43 cases – 19 people were placed in youth detention centres and 10 were put on probation. 

				26 June–2 July

				Mass rallies criticising the troublemakers and instigators responsible for the strikes of 25 June and supporting the party and the government were organised throughout the country. Factory and office workers were bused to Warsaw, where a support mass meeting was organised at the 10th Anniversary Stadium on 29 June. A similar mass meeting was organised by the authorities on 30 June in Radom. Simultaneously, large layoffs were carried out in those plants where the strikes were held. 

				28

				A meeting of the leaders of the communist parties was held in Berlin. During a private meeting with the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, objected to further attempts to increase prices, fearing the destabilisation of the political situation in Poland. 

				30

				Jan Brożyna, a 27-year-old inhabitant of Radom, who was beaten by MO officers on 29 June, dies.

				July

				Scouts from the so-called “Czarna Jedynka” (“Black No. One”) troop initiated an aid campaign for the benefit of the families of people who were arrested or fired in the wake of the June strikes and protests in Ursus. They received financial, legal, and medical help as well as support in child-care, getting coal, etc. The campaign was joined by, inter alia, Jan Ajzner, Andrzej Batorski, Alina 
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				Cała, Jan Cywiński, Ludwik Dorn, Wojciech Fałkowski, Krzysztof Felicki, Marcin Gugulski, Krzysztof Hagemejer, Irena Helak-Wóycicka, Elżbieta Jasińska-Libera, Antonina Krzysztoń, Barbara Kunicka--Felicka, Stefan Kawalec, Roman Kiszka, Dariusz Kupiecki, Jan Tomasz Lipski, Krzysztof Łączyński, Helena Łuczywo, Witold Łuczywo, Antoni Macierewicz, Jacek Michałowski, Piotr Naimski, Woj-ciech Onyszkiewicz, Agata Runowicz, Hanna Wilk, Ludwika Wujec, Henryk Wujec and Rafał Zakrzewski.

				16–17

				The first trial of the participants of the Ursus protests of 25 June was held at the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw. The following people were sentenced for blocking the movement of trains: Mirosław Chmielewski to 5 years in prison; Mirosław Karbowiak, Janusz Czarnecki, Eugeniusz Dziełak, Grze-gorz Zielonka, and Czesław Mielczarek to 4 years; J. Jaworski to 3 years. During the second day of the trial, first contacts were established between the families of the repressed workers and the later members and contributors of the Komitet Obrony Robotników (KOR) (Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR)), including: Teresa Bogucka, Ludwik Dorn, Małgorzata Łukasiewicz, Grażyna Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Marta Miklaszewska (the only one who managed to get to the court room), Małgorzata Piotrowska, Ludwika and Henryk Wujec, Woj-ciech Ziembiński, barrister Jan Olszewski, and writers Andrzej Kijowski and Jacek Bocheński.

				17 and 19

				The trial of the participants of the protests of 25 June was held at the Voivodeship Court in Ra-dom. The following people were sentenced by the Court’s judgement: Henryk Bednarczyk to 4 years in prison, Stanisław Górka to 5 years, Ryszard Grudzień to 9 years, Tadeusz Mitak to 8 years, Wojciech Mitak to 6 years and Zygmunt Zabrowski to 10 years.

				18

				Jacek Kuroń wrote the “Letter to the General Secretary of the Italian Communist Party Enrico Berlinguer”, asking him to support the demands of amnesty for workers who were on trial in the wake of the June protests. The letter was published on 20 July by “L’Unità”, a newspaper daily of the Italian Communist Party.

				26–27

				Another trial of the participants of the protests of 25 June was held at the Voivodeship Court in Radom. The following people were sentenced by the Court’s judgement: Antoni Dygnas to 5 years in prison, Wiesław Kobyłko to 8 years, Stanisław Kowalski to 3 years, Edward Sawicki to 5 years, Wacław Skrzypek to 9 years and Henryk Szczęsny to 5 years.
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				28

				Jerzy Andrzejewski wrote a letter “To the persecuted participants of the workers’ protest”, where he expressed his solidarity with the repressed people. 

				August

				First aid campaigns started in Radom. They were participated by, inter alia, Konrad Bieliński, Bo-gusława Blajfer, Grzegorz Boguta, Bogdan Borusewicz, Mirosław Chojecki, Jan Cywiński, Krzysztof Hagemajer, Janina Jankowska, Łukasz Kądziela, Jan Krzysztof Kelus, Jacek Kleyff, Eugeniusz Kloc, Bronisław Komorowski, Grzegorz Liese, Ewa Ligocka, Agnieszka Lipska, Jan Lityński, Adam Pie-chowski, Andrzej Rosner, Urszula Sikorska, Krystyna and Stefan Starczewski, Hanna Stępniewska, Joanna Szczęsna, Irena Topińska, Agnieszka Wolfram, Rafał Zakrzewski and Bogdan Zalega. They were supported by the inhabitants of Radom, inter alia, Danuta Chomicka and Józef Szczepanik.

				The “Programme 44” was created. It was a programme of deep constitutional and institu-tional reform in Poland, written mostly by Leszek Moczulski. The programme was distributed in duplicates.

				3–4

				Another trial of the participants of the protests of 25 June was held at the Voivodeship Court in Radom. The following people were sentenced by the Court’s judgement: Alfreda Bogucka to 2.5 years in prison, Bogdan Borkowicz to 6 years, Ryszard Leśniewski to 5 years, Tomasz Mitak to 6 years, Ewa Pietruszek to 2 years and Jan Sadowski to 5 years.

				10

				A trial of the participants of the protests of 25 June was held at the District Court in Pruszków. The following people were sentenced for participation in gatherings and appropriation of property: Janusz Czarnecki to 2 years in prison, Lidia Wicińska to 1.5 years, Krystyna Zduńczyk to 1 year, Jan Paweł Miklus to 1.5 years, suspended for 3 years, and Wiesław Ziemiańczyk to 3 years. Following an appeal, the Voivodeship Court shortened W. Ziemiańczyk’s sentence to 2 years in prison.

				10–13

				Another trial of the participants of the protests of 25 June was held at the Voivodeship Court in Radom. The following people were sentenced by the Court’s judgement: Czesław Chomicki and Wiesław Długosz to 9 years in prison, Andrzej Filipowski to 3 years, Krzysztof Gniadek to 10 years, Waldemar Gutowski to 4 years and Marian Janicki to 5 years.
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				Cards rationing sugar were introduced in the PRL.

				18

				Rev. Roman Kotlarz, parson of the Black Madonna of Częstochowa parish in Pelagów near Ra-dom, dies in the hospital in Krychnowice. He blessed the protesting workers in June. Following the brutal operations of the MO and ZOMO forces, he celebrated masses in the intentions of those beaten, arrested and fired. He was being interrogated and tortured mentally as well as physically. From mid-July 1976, he had been beaten a few times at the parsonage by so-called unknown perpetrators – Security Service officers. He collapsed and lost consciousness while cel-ebrating a mass on the day of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven (15 August). Rev. R. Kotlarz was buried on 21 August in his family tomb at the cemetery in Koniemłoty. 

				23

				The “Opis akcji represyjnej podjętej wobec pracowników Z.M. Ursus i innych zakładów” (“De-scription of the repressions towards the workers of the Ursus Plant and other plants”) prepared by Henryk Wujec, was published in several dozen copies prepared with the use of a stencil dupli-cating machine. It later developed into the “Komunikat KOR” (“KOR Announcement”). The docu-ment was delivered to the General Council of the Polish Episcopate by Andrzej Wielowieyski.

				25

				Activists of the Warsaw Klub Inteligencji Katolickiej (Club of Catholic Intelligentsia) (9 people, in-cluding Andrzej Wielowieyski, Stanisława Grabska, Zdzisław Szpakowski, Jan Turnau and Krzysz-tof Jedliński) addressed the chairman of the Council of State asking him to release the prisoners and restore them at their workplaces.

				September

				7

				A meeting was held in Antoni Libera’s apartment, participated by, inter alia, Seweryn Blumsztajn, Mirosław Chojecki, Jacek Kuroń, Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naimski and Wojciech Onyszkiewicz. An idea was born to establish the Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR). The name was proposed by Antoni Macierewicz.
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				The Episcopal Plenary Conference of Poland issued an appeal addressed to the PRL authorities asking them to cease all repressions against the workers participating in the protests against the too exorbitant food price rises planned by the government in June this year. The workers participating in the protests should have their lost rights, social and professional positions restored; damages done should be compensated, and all sentenced people should be amnestied. 

				12

				A meeting of ca. 20 people was held in the apartment of Professor Edward Lipiński. There, Piotr Naimski presented the status of repressions and the scope of aid in Ursus, while Mirosław Cho-jecki presented the same for Radom. Jan Józef Lipiński talked about the situation in Poland after the June protests and presented the reasons for the establishment of the KOR. 

				16

				Ludwik Dorn, an activist of the democratic opposition, was beaten at the MO Voivode Headquar-ters in Radom.

				23

				The Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR) was established. It was an open opposition group with the goal of providing financial and legal help to the repressed participants of the workers’ pro-tests held in June 1976. KOR wrote the “Appeal to the PRL society and authorities”:

				Workers’ protests against the prohibitive price rise, which reflected the attitude of almost the entire society, entailed brutal persecutions. Protesters were being beaten, kicked and arrested en masse in such cities as Ursus, Radom and other towns. Firings from work reached the widest possible range. Next to the detentions, it was a particular blow for the families of the repressed people.

				Repressions were usually connected with instances of the authorities breaking the law. The courts were issuing judgements without evidence, people were fired from work for infringing the labour code. [The authorities] went as far as forcing testimonies using violence. Such conduct is, sadly, no novelty in Poland. It’s enough to recall the illegal repressions that affected the signatories of the letters protesting against amending the Constitution: some were fired from work, expelled from universities, illegally interrogated and blackmailed. However, it’s been a long time since repressions were as brutal and large scale as recently. For the first time in years, detentions and interrogations were accompanied by physical terror. 

				The victims of the current repressions cannot count on any help or protection from the institutions estab-lished to provide such service, such as the trade unions, whose fate is miserable. Social care institutions are also refusing any aid. Therefore, this role must be taken on by society, whom the oppressed represented during the protests. For society has no other methods of protecting itself against lawlessness than solidarity and mutual help.
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				Therefore, the persons signed below are establishing the Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR) to initiate ver-satile forms of protection and aid. Legal, financial and medical aid is necessary. No less important is full information about the repressed people. We are convinced that public disclosure of the actions undertaken by the authorities could be the only effective defence. That is why we are asking, inter alia, all those who have been persecuted or know about such actions to share information about it with the members of the Committee.

				According to the information of the members of the Committee, the amount of ca. 160,000 zlotys has been so far collected and used to provide help. However, the needs are much greater. These needs can be met only by a wide social initiative. Wherever people are being repressed in Poland, it is the duty of society to defend them. Brave people initiating collective forms of aid should be present in every environment, in every plant.

				Repressions against the workers violate the basic human rights acknowledged by both international law as well as by binding legislation: the right to work, strike, right to freely profess beliefs, right to participate in meetings and demonstrations. Therefore, the Committee demands amnesty for all of the sentenced and ar-rested people and the restoration of all of the repressed people at their workplaces. In these demands, the Committee sympathises with the resolution of the Episcopal Conference of 9 September 1976.

				The Committee urges society to support these demands.

				We are deeply convinced that by establishing the existence and actions of the Workers’ Defence Commit-tee, we are performing a human and patriotic duty, serving for the good of the Homeland, the Nation, the Human Being.

				The Workers’ (victims of the repressions) Defence Committeedue to the events of 25 June 1976.

				The appeal was signed by: Jerzy Andrzejewski, Stanisław Barańczak, Ludwik Cohn, Jacek Kuroń, Edward Lipiński, Jan Józef Lipski, Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naimski, Antoni Pajdak, Józef Rybicki, Aniela Steinsbergowa, Adam Szczypiorski, Rev. Jan Zieja, and Wojciech Ziembiński.

				Jerzy Andrzejewski sent the appeal to the Marshal of the PRL Sejm, Stanisław Gucwa.

				27

				A review trial of the first Ursus trial (17–19 July) was held at the Supreme Court. The court reduced the sentence of all defendants to 1 year, suspended for 3 years.

				29

				“KOR Announcement” No. 1 was published informing about the repressions for participation in the protests on 25 June, as well as about the scope of aid for the workers from Ursus and Radom, and about repressions towards people supporting the workers’ families. The “KOR Announce-ment” included the list of KOR members with their addresses and telephone numbers. This list would later be published again in every new issue. It was the only official document signed by all members of the KOR. 

				The well-known actress Halina Mikołajska joined the KOR.
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				30

				The “Biuletyn Informacyjny. Aktualności życia publicznego” (“Information Bulletin. News from Public Life”), was published. It was edited by KOR members and contributors, including Seweryn Blumsztajn, Antoni Libera, Jan Lityński, Joanna Szczęsna and Adam Wojciechowski (he would soon leave the editorial team).

				Sixty-five inhabitants of Radom sent the “Letter to the Public Prosecutor General, the PRL Sejm and the Episcopate of Poland”, writing, inter alia:

				We declare that, in the wake of the events of 25 June 1976, that we were beaten by MO officers. Each of us had to go through a so-called “fitness trail” at least once, i.e. a cordon of uniformed and civil officers who were beating and kicking the passing people. We were beaten and kicked with every transport, when get-ting into and out of the cars. During the interrogations, we were tortured and thus forced to provide testi-monies. We were beaten by MO and prison officers when we were being kept in the prison in Radom and detention quarters of the MO Voivodeship Headquarters.

				Security Service (SB) officers intruded on the signatories of the letter and threatened them, trying to force them to withdraw their signatures. They explained to the signatories that they were deceived by the KOR, which was an agency of foreign intelligences.

				In Radom, the SB arrested Mirosław Chojecki after he talked to the family of Tadeusz Ząbecki, who had died tragically on 25 June. Simultaneously, M. Chojecki’s apartment in Warsaw was searched.

				October

				The apartment of Grażyna and Jacek Kuroń became an informal office of the KOR – an informa-tion point with a telephone available 24/7. Regardless of the time of day or night, anyone could call this number and inform about repressions, declare their aid for the KOR, etc. 

				Many people sent individual complaints inspired by the KOR, describing beatings, tortures and so-called “fitness trails”.

				Initiatives supporting the KOR were established in the West. They were participated by, in-ter alia, Saul Bellow, Heinrich Böll, Robert Conquest, Jean-Marie Domenach, Günter Grass, Max Frisch, Pierre Emmanuel, Eugene Ionesco, Golo Mann, Iris Murdoch, Ignazio Silone, Jean-Paul Sartre and Laurent Schwartz. 
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				Outside the range of censorship, the first issue of the “U Progu” monthly was published by an underground group of, inter alia, former Movement and NN contributors (the editorial staff was made up of Krystian Brodacki, Emil Morgiewicz, Jacek Wegner and Adam Wojciechowski).

				8

				SB officers kidnapped a KOR contributor, Andrzej Zdziarski, in the centre of Warsaw. During the night, they took him outside of the city and left him in the forest. 

				The KOR sent a letter to the General Board of the Polish Red Cross, the Supreme Council of the Polish Social Security Committee, and the General Board of the Society of Friends of the Children demanding the provision of care for the repressed people; the “Letter to the Minister of Health” regarding the provision of medical care for these people, and the “Letter to the Ministry of Labour” with a demand to withdraw the layoff notice for the participants of the June workers’ protests.

				The Civil Committee for the Collection for the Victims of the June Events was established in London in circles of Polish immigrants. It was headed by Edward Raczyński, a senior Polish immigrant. The appeal was supported by the National Council of Poland in exile and the British Government.

				10

				“KOR Announcement” No. 2 was published, informing about the scope of aid provided for the workers from Ursus and Radom, repressions towards people helping the workers’ families, and including the list of MO and SB officers and employees of the courts who were particularly active in exercising repressions.

				14

				At the request of the Warsaw University provost, Antoni Macierewicz, a KOR member, was fired from his job in the Department of Spanish Studies at Warsaw University.

				21

				Due to his activities in the KOR, Mirosław Chojecki was fired with immediate effect from the Nu-clear Research Institute and detained for 13 hours.
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				22

				A meeting of the authorities was held, attended by a member of the Politburo of the Polish Unit-ed Workers’ Party, Stanisław Kania, Deputy Minister of Interior, Bogusław Stachura, Director of the 2nd Department of the Ministry of Interior General, Adam Krzysztoporski and the Public Pros-ecutor General, Lucjan Czubiński. It was devoted to the strategy of repression activities aimed at the members of the Workers’ Defence Committee. Tactics of harassment leading to the isolation of the independent activists were adopted.

				30

				The KOR gains new members: Mirosław Chojecki, Emil Morgiewicz and Wacław Zawadzki.

				“KOR Announcement” No. 3 was published.

				November

				In “Myśli o programie działania” (“Thoughts on the Programme of Action”), which was distrib-uted in the form of a typescript, Jacek Kuroń postulated the establishment of independent social movements in various circles, stressing the necessity to establish information channels which would be independent of the authorities. In 1977, his considerations were published in the emigre magazine, “Aneks” (“Annexe”).

				3

				At the request of the General Prosecutor’s Office, the SB searched Jacek Kuroń’s and Jan Józef Lipski’s apartments.

				4

				889 workers of the ZM “Ursus” (Mechanical Plants “Ursus”) signed a letter written by Ursus em-ployees in cooperation with the people providing support: We demand the restoration of all peo-ple dismissed due to the strike of 25 June 1976 […] only then will we be able to tackle the difficult eco-nomic condition together with all Poles. 200 more people signed the letter in the following weeks.

				5

				In its “Statement”, the KOR sympathised with the workers of ZM “Ursus”, who wrote the collective letter to the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, defending the af-fected workers who were dismissed in the wake of the June strike. 
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				KOR member Piotr Naimski was kidnapped by the SB and taken to Zalesie Górne, where attempts were made to informally interrogate him.

				15

				The Sejm received the KOR’s motion, together with Antoni Pajdak’s cover letter, to appoint a spe-cial parliamentary commission which would study and disclose publicly the cases of breaking the law by public order services in connection with the June protests. The KOR initiated letters supporting this motion in various circles. 

				18

				On the eve of the meeting of the General Council of the Polish Episcopate, Cardinal Karol Wojtyła met in Bohdan Cywiński’s flat with KOR members Jan Józef Lipski, Jacek Kuroń, Antoni Maciere-wicz and Piotr Naimski. Earlier, meetings were held between KOR representatives and Bishop Ignacy Tokarczuk.

				19

				The Episcopal Conference of Poland’s announcement read: supporting people and families de-prived of work and funds is the duty of all people of good will.

				22

				“KOR Announcement” No. 4 was published, including, inter alia, collective data about the ar-rested workers from Ursus and Radom, and information about the trials of the participants of the demonstrations of 25 June and the repressions towards people supporting KOR activities.

				Bogdan Borusewicz and Józef Śreniowski joined the KOR.

				Ludwik Dorn sent an open letter to the student milieu. He postulated an alliance with the universities’ academic employees, who wanted the education system to be reformed.

				December

				1–2

				The 5th Plenum of the KC PZPR adopted the so-called economic manoeuvre programme.

			

		

	
		
			
				30

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1976

			

		

		
			
				4

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, wrote a letter to Antoni Pajdak referring to the KOR’s appeal to establish a parliamentary commission, and thus expressed his support for the KOR.

				7

				A meeting devoted to the establishment of an independence organisation was held in a town near Warsaw. It was attended by Leszek Moczulski, Restytut Staniewicz, Romuald Szeremietiew, Andrzej Szomański and Ryszard Zieliński.

				10

				Heinrich Böll and Max Frisch donated their Polish honorariums to the Workers’ Defence Commit-tee. Jan Lebenstein donated 12 of his artistic graphics for the very same purpose.

				10–11

				Review trials of the participants of the workers’ protest in Radom were held at the Supreme Court. The counsels for the defence were Andrzej Grabiński, Witold Lis-Olszewski, Jan Olszewski, Władysław Siła-Nowicki and Stanisław Szczuka. The advocates noticed the fact that the Voivode-ship Committee of the PZPR was not listed amongst the institutions which had suffered in Ra-dom, while the charge in the indictment referred to the arson and demolition of that building. The Supreme Court mitigated the verdict of the first instance (for, inter alia, Tadeusz Mitak, Woj-ciech Mitak and Stanisław Górka).

				15

				A group of a dozen or so men claiming to be workers from Ursus went to Halina Mikołajska’s flat. So-called unidentified perpetrators had already destroyed her door locks a few times before and cut through the distributor cables in her car. 

				16

				Halina Mikołajska attempted suicide in the wake of the SB’s harassment and repressions.

				22

				“KOR Announcement” No. 5 was published. For the very first time, it was prepared in ca. 200 cop-ies using a stencil duplicating machine. It included information about the course of the protests and repressions in the cities of Płock, Łódź, Poznań and Warsaw, as well as the interrogations of 
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				Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski and Antoni Macierewicz concerning the case of spreading false news and transmitting them to hostile centres outside the country. 

				23

				Jan Kielanowski wrote a letter on behalf of a group of 28 professors to the Marshal of the Sejm of the PRL demanding the appointment of a parliamentary commission to study the course of the June events and their aftermath.

				The SB searched the apartments of Anka Kowalska, Antoni Macierewicz, Mirosław Chojecki and Piotr Naimski, looking for objects of crime.

				30

				Mirosław Chojecki – a member of the KOR – Ryszard Figura, and Józef Szczepanik – both workers from Radom and KOR contributors – were beaten by so-called unidentified perpetrators in the building of the District Court in Radom.

			

		

	
		
			
				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1977

				January

				The first issue of the underground literary magazine “Zapis” (“Record”) associated with the KOR was published. The editorial team and authors were Jerzy Andrzejewski, Stanisław Barańczak, Jacek Bocheński, Kazimierz Brandys, Tomasz Burek, Marek Nowakowski, Kazimierz Orłoś, Barbara Toruńczyk and Wiktor Woroszylski. “Zapis” published literary works, which could not be pub-lished officially, and information about cultural and political life. It also provided a discussion forum devoted to the condition of Polish culture and the role of the emigration culture. Eighteen issues of the magazine were published in total – the last one in April 1981.

				3

				In a speech delivered in the Sejm, the PRL Public Prosecutor General, Lucjan Czubiński, stated that: the research carried out by the public prosecutor’s office has demonstrated the groundlessness of the charges against the militia.

				5

				The Working Commission to Investigate the Use of Psychiatry for Political Purposes was estab-lished on the initiative of Petro Grigorenko at the Moscow Helsinki Group. Thanks to the Com-mission, which worked for a few years, the public opinion of the free world learnt about the existence of political abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. 

				6

				The “Charter 77 Declaration” was announced in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. In it, 242 signatories demand the compliance with the International Covenant on Human Rights. The list of the Charter 77’s signatories included Pavel Kohout, Jiří Dienstbier, and Rev. Václav Malý. Charter 77’s first advocates were Jan Patočka, Václav Havel and Jiři Hajek. From the very beginning, Char-ter 77 disclosed repressions by the Czechoslovak security service.
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				10

				Observers of the Radom trials, including Seweryn Blumsztajn, Mirosław Chojecki, Stefan Kawalec, Anka Kowalska, Jacek Kuroń, Grzegorz Liese and Wiktor Nagórski, were attacked in the building of the court by a group of ca. 20 so-called unidentified perpetrators. The MO precinct station situated in the court would not help the victims.

				14

				Václav Havel, writer and playwright, signatory and one of the first advocates of Charter 77, was arrested in Prague.

				15

				The KOR gained Anka Kowalska, Stefan Kaczorowski and Wojciech Onyszkiewicz as new members.

				23

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw sentenced Marek Majewski, and Adam Żukowski to 3 years in prison for damaging the railway tracks to block the trains on 25 June 1976. In the case of Jerzy Małkiewicz, who was accused of the very same deed, the court adopted an extraordinary mitiga-tion of the penalty, sentencing him to 1 year in prison, suspended for 3 years. M. Majewski and A. Żukowski testified that they were beaten during the investigation. The Supreme Court upheld the judgement on 29 March 1977.

				31

				Twenty-two members of the Workers’ Defence Committee signed the KOR’s statement sympa-thising with the citizens of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and East Germany fighting for the observance of the rights of individuals and citizens.

				February

				The first “June events and the KOR’s activity” brochure was published by the KOR.

				3

				The Polish Council of State advised the Parole Commission, the public prosecutor’s office, and the justice bodies to prepare motions concerning the remission, mitigation of punishments, or conditional suspension as well as the release of the people sentenced in the wake of the events of June 1976. Most of those convicted were released. Out of 58 people who were still in prison in January 1977, 5 people remained there until early May 1977. They were amnestied in July 1977.
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				Wojciech Ziembiński was dismissed from the editorial offices of the magazines “Brydż” (“Bridge”), “Taternik” (“Tatra Mountaineer”), and “Kultura Fizyczna” (“Physical Culture”).

				14

				Following a rigged trial, the District Court in Poznań sentenced a KOR member, Stanisław Barańczak, to 1 year in prison, suspended for 3 years, for an attempted bribery of an officer on duty.

				25

				The premiere of the film “Man of Marble”, directed by Andrzej Wajda. 

				28

				So-called unknown perpetrators beat students of the first year of law at Adam Mickiewicz Uni-versity: Piotr Liszek and Lech Krzywda-Pogorzelski. Then, the beaten students were detained by MO officers and their KOR materials confiscated. 

				March

				3

				The Sejm of the PRL ratified the International Covenant on Civil Rights adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.

				12

				A meeting was held in the rooms of the Jesuit Church in Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw, made available by Rev. Andrzej Zarzycki. It was attended by Andrzej Czuma, Jan Dworak, Maciej Grzy-waczewski, Piotr Krawczyk, Leszek Moczulski, Romuald Szeremietiew and Ryszard Zieliński. The attendees decided to establish an organisation called the Nurt Niepodległościowy (NN) (Independence Current (NN)) with an aim to restore the independence of Poland. Based on L. Moczulski’s idea, the NN would be established by the Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Obywate-la (ROPCiO) (Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights (ROPCiO)).

				13

				KOR members sent a message to the signatories of Charter 77 due to the death of an opposition activist, philosopher Jan Patočka, who died soon after a few-hours-long interrogation. The mes-sage read: We shall fight for his ideas together with our Czech and Slovak friends.
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				16

				SB and MO officers searched the flats of the members of the Theatre of the Eighth Day: Adam Borowski, Marcin Kęszycki, Jerzy Nowacki, Lech Raczak, Roman Radomski, Tomasz Stachowski, Tadeusz Janiszewski and Waldemar Modestowicz. The search was in response to the partici-pation of the actors in the collection of funds for the workers and by their distribution of KOR materials. 

				23

				The following people were accused of causing the death of Jan Brożyna and arrested: Stanisław Nowakowski, Roman Piasecki and Wiesława Skórkiewicz (she witnessed MO officers beating Jan Brożyna).

				25

				The Marshal of the Sejm of the PRL and the Episcopate received the “Appeal to Polish Society” bearing no signatures and informing about the establishment and goals of ROPCiO.

				26

				A press conference was held in Warsaw, in Antoni Pajdak’s apartment. It was participated by, in-ter alia, NN activists Leszek Moczulski, Emil Morgiewicz (who left before the conference ended), Adam Wojciechowski, and Wojciech Ziembiński. Six correspondents from Western countries – Reuters Agency, UPI, AFP, ANSA, the Warsaw correspondent of the British daily “Financial Times”, and Jan Lityński from the underground “Biuletyn Informacyjny” (“Information Bulletin”) – also came to the conference. The establishment of the Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights (ROPCiO) was announced, and the “Appeal to the Polish Society” was presented, where the signatories stated, inter alia: 

				[…] highest rank of the rights of man and the citizen, human dignity, freedom and mutual tolerance are amongst the most valuable and always living traditions of the Polish nation. […] the rights of man and the citizen are inviolable, inalienable and cannot be renounced. As proven by past experiences, including the experiences of Poland and the Poles, no nation, whose members give up exercising their rights and their protection, can be truly free. 

				The appeal was signed by: General Mieczysław Boruta-Spiechowicz, Andrzej Czuma, Karol Głogowski, Kazimierz Janusz, Stefan Kaczorowski, Leszek Moczulski, Marek Niesiołowski, Antoni Pajdak, Rev. Bohdan Papiernik, Zbigniew Sekulski, Zbigniew Siemiński, Bogumił Studziński, Piotr Typiak, Rev. Ludwik Wiśniewski, Adam Wojciechowski, Andrzej Woźnicki, Rev. Jan Zieja, and Wojciech Ziembiński (Pajdak and Rev. Zieja would soon withdraw their signatures). 
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				Andrzej Czuma and Leszek Moczulski were appointed the Movement’s spokespersons. ROPCiO declared the aim to force the PRL authorities to comply with the International Covenant on Civil Rights adopted by the United Nations and ratified by the Sejm. 

				27

				Radio Free Europe informed about the establishment of the Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights (ROPCiO).

				April

				Students from Lublin (including Janusz Krupski and Janusz Bazydło) created the Nieocenzuro-wana Oficyna Wydawnicza NOW-a (NOWA, Uncensored Publishing House). The publishing house had a spirit duplicating machine smuggled from France in 1976. 

				The “Aktualności Życia Publicznego” (“Public Life News”), an underground magazine was published in Łódź as a supplement to the KOR’s “Information Bulletin”. It was created by Józef Śreniowski, Joanna Szczęsna, Anna Bazel, Anna Saciuk and Elżbieta Lewińska. From its second issue, the magazine became independent as “Kronika Łódzka” (“Łódź Chronicle”). From its third issue, it was edited by Elżbieta Lewińska, and Mirosław Michalik. The last, and 4th, issue was pub-lished in March 1978.

				The KOR published a 2-part brochure entitled “…w imieniu Polskiej Rzeczypospolitej Lu-dowej” (“…on behalf of the Polish People’s Republic”). The publication included sections of steno-graphic records of the Radom review trials held at the Supreme Court.

				3

				An independent peasant activist from the Tarnobrzeg Voivodeship, Jan Kozłowski, sent a letter to the Marshal of the Sejm of the PRL presenting the difficult situation of individual farmers in Poland as well as arguments concerning the unprofitability of agricultural production.

				15

				ROPCiO’s first consultative and information points were established in Łódź, in Benedykt Czuma’s apartment on Konstytucyjna Street, and in Warsaw, in Kazimierz Janusz’s apartment on Czernia-kowska Street. Further such points were created: In May in Poznań, in Restytut Staniewicz’s flat on Chełmińska Street; in June in Katowice, in Kazimierz Świtoń’s flat on Mikołowska Street, and in Przemyśl in Stanisław Kusiński’s flat on Przemysłowa Street; in October in Bydgoszcz in Stanisław Januszkiewicz’s flat on Zachodnia Street, in Lublin in Mieczysław Jamrożek’s flat on Hutnicza Street, and in Szczecin on Bohaterów Warszawy Street, where Grzegorz Prątnicki, Jan Tarnowski, Mieczysław Ustasiak and Jacek Zakrzewski were fulfilling duty hours; in November in Krakow, in 
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				Stefan Dropiowski’s flat on Meisels Street; in December in Gdańsk in Tadeusz Szczudłowski’s flat on Zabłocki Street and in Wrocław in Zenobia Cieślińska’s flat on Powstańców Śląskich Street. The final, 12th point, was established in Zamość, in Stanisław Czop’s flat on Wiejska Street.

				21

				At the request of Scoutmaster Ryszard Samoraj, the HQ of the “Szare Szeregi” (“Grey Ranks”) troop of the Polish Scouting Association (ZHP) removed Wojciech Onyszkiewicz from the ZHP.

				24

				There was an attempted hijacking of a Tu–134 plane belonging to LOT Polish Airlines in Krakow.

				29

				“KOR Announcement” No. 9 was published.

				Adam Michnik joined the KOR.

				30

				The first issue of ROPCiO’s monthly “Opinia” (“Opinion”) was published in an uncensored form. The editorial office was located in Warsaw, in Kazimierz Janusz’s flat on Czerniakowska Street. The editorial staff was made up of, inter alia, Kazimierz Janusz, Leszek Moczulski, Wojciech Ziembiński, from December 1977 Adam Wojciechowski, from April 1978 Andrzej Czuma, as well as Jan Dworak, who was never an official member of the editorial office. In mid–1978, Emil Mor-giewicz joined the editorial office, after L. Moczulski was dismissed. The final issue, No. 53/54, was dated Sep.– Oct. 1981.

				May

				1

				In Warsaw, ROPCiO sent an “Open letter to the Sejm of the PRL regarding the freedom of con-science and religion”, demanding the lifting of all bans concerning the construction of churches and chapels, establishing daily, weekly, and monthly Catholic magazines, as well as allowing the Church’s access to radio and television.

				Radio Free Europe broadcast Adam Ciołkosz’s speech. A senior Polish socialist claims: A pro-found bow to the Workers’ Defence Committee for making Poland famous around the world as a coun-try fighting for freedom.

			

		

	
		
			
				38

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1977

			

		

		
			
				2

				During a poetry night held in Warsaw, in St Anne’s Church, the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński said, inter alia, The Church will be the defence and asylum for patriotic literature.

				3

				On the anniversary of the Constitution of 3 May 1791, ROPCiO announced a document entitled “Declaration of the Freedom of Speech”, signed by 21 people.

				5

				ROPCiO submitted a petition to the Norwegian Nobel Committee asking the Committee to award the Prize to the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński. A few weeks later, the Nor-wegian Parliament informed the initiators that the motion could not be considered that year on formal grounds. 

				6

				The SB detained Stanisław Karpik in Siedlce. He was taken to the MO Voivodeship HQ, where the officers threatened him during the interrogation that he may vanish without leaving a trace if he does not get rid of the chapel that he made in his flat. After the interrogation, he was taken to a psychiatric hospital in Łuków, where he was held for 5 days.

				7

				At 6:30 a.m. the body of Stanisław Pyjas, student of Polish studies and philosophy at the Jagi-ellonian University, and a KOR contributor, was found on the staircase of an apartment house at 7 Szewska Street in Krakow. The official statement issued after the autopsy stated that the drunken student died after having fallen down the stairs. According to existing findings, it was most probable that S. Pyjas was beaten at the request of the SB by a Cracovian boxer, Marian Węclewicz, who was paid USD 20 to perform this task. Sometime later, M. Węclewicz was treach-erously murdered. 

				9

				The KOR established the Biuro Interwencyjne KOR (KOR Emergency Bureau) [as of 26 September, called the Biuro Interwencji Komitetu Samoobrony Społecznej “KOR” (Emergency Bureau of the Committee for Social Self-Defence “KOR”)] with the task of registering all instances of the PRL authorities breaching human rights and to provide aid for people who have been repressed or suffered in the wake of the activities of the authorities. The Bureau was run by Zofia and Zbigniew Romaszewski. Simultaneously, the KOR created the Fundusz Samoobrony Społecznej (Social Self--Defence Fund) providing ongoing financial support for the victims of the repressions. The 
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				Fund’s Council included: Professor Jan Kielanowski, Professor Edward Lipiński, Dr Józef Rybicki, Halina Mikołajska, Wacław Zawadzki and Rev. Jan Zieja.

				Until the establishment of Solidarity, the following people were, amongst others, involved in the activities of the Emergency Bureau: Zofia Baniecka, Elżbieta Doncbach, Jerzy Geresz, Krzysztof Hagemejer, Aleksander Horodyski, Krystyna Iwaszkiewicz, Joanna Jankowska, Jarosław Kaczyński, Janusz Klekowski, Jacek Kuroń, Mirosław Łuczka, Zenobia Łukaszewicz, Jan Krzysz-tof Kelus, Teodor Klincewicz, Ewa and Tadeusz Korulski, Marek Kozłowski, Mieczysław Książczak, Grzegorz Liese, Zenobia Łukaszewicz, Maciej Rayzacher, Barbara Różycka, Wojciech Samoliński, Aleksandra and Zbigniew Sarat, Urszula Sikorska, Aniela Steinsbergowa, Józef Śreniowski, Jan Walc, Bogdan Zalega and Hanna Żurowska, and lawyers: Andrzej Grabiński, Witold Lis-Olszewski, Jan Olszewski, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, Stanisław Szczuka and Jacek Taylor. 

				13–15

				As a result of the death of Stanisław Pyjas, Krakow students boycotted the “Juwenalia” [a yearly student carnival – translator’s note] organised by the Socialist Union of Polish Students (SZSP). For three days, votive candles were burnt and statements informing about the circumstances of S. Pyjas’ death were read out at 7 Szewska Street and in a few locations in the Main Square [in Krakow].

				14–21

				In response to the protests in Krakow, the following KOR members and contributors were sus-pected of committing crimes against the interests of the PRL and arrested: Wojciech Arkuszew-ski, Seweryn Blumsztajn, Mirosław Chojecki, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Adam Michnik, Piotr Naimski, Hanna Ostrowska and Wojciech Ostrowski. 

				15

				At 9:00 a.m., Fathers Joachim Badeni and Tomasz Pawłowski celebrated a mass for Stanisław Pyjas in the Dominican Order church. In the homily, Father Badeni said, inter alia, Stanisław Pyjas fought for justice, law, truth, freedom. You have come here to build a wall of stones around the altar. You are the defence wall made of living stones. Stanisław Pyjas’ death renews life. After the mass, people holding black flags marched to the gate of the apartment house at 7 Szewska Street where Py-jas’ body was found one week earlier. Another protest was held in the evening, at around 9:00 p.m. A few thousand people went from Szewska Street to Wawel Castle, where the founding declaration of the Studencki Komitet Solidarności, SKS (Students’ Solidarity Committee, SKS) was read out. The following people were authorised to represent the SKS: Andrzej Balcerek, Liliana Batko, Lesław Maleszka (SB Secret Cooperator “Ketman”), Elżbieta Majewska, Bogusław Sonik, Józef Ruszar, Małgorzata Gątkiewicz, Joanna Barczyk, Wiesław Bek and Bronisław Wildstein. The members’ “Statement” read, amongst other things: 
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				[…] We have established the Students’ Solidarity Committee to initiate the works on the establishment of an authentic and independent students’ organisation. The Students’ Solidarity Committee declares: The circumstances of the death of Stanisław Pyjas require public explanation by competent authorities, and the people who are guilty of the crime to be held liable regardless of their positions. The Students’ Solidarity Committee demands the exposure and punishing of the perpetrators and the profanation of mourning Staszek’s [Pyjas] death. The Students’ Solidarity Committee asks everyone for support and in-formation regarding the repressions harming the mourning people. We declare that we will organise self--defence against repressions. The Students’ Solidarity Committee sympathises with the Workers’ Defence Committee. 

				In Krakow’s district of Nowa Huta, Cardinal Karol Wojtyła consecrated a church in the pres-ence of approximately 100,000 people. The Catholic faithful started the struggle for its construc-tion after the events of October 1956. In April 1960, fights occurred with the militia with those defending a cross erected at the planned construction site.

				16

				A group of seniors of the people’s movement, including Michał Jagła, Anna Gadzalanka-Bo-jarowa, Tadeusz Nawrocki, Stefan Pawłowski and Mikołaj Zozula, sent a memorial to the au-thorities criticising the PRL’s agricultural policy. After Radio Free Europe publicised the issue, the above-mentioned signatories were removed from the United People’s Party (ZSL). 

				18

				People of culture protested against the wave of arrests and detentions of KOR members. The document was signed by Jacek Bocheński, Kazimierz Brandys, Marian Brandys, Witold Dąbrowski, Andrzej Drawicz, Jerzy Ficowski, Andrzej Grzegorczyk, Anna Kamieńska, Andrzej Kijowski, Ta-deusz Konwicki, Bohdan Kosiński, Seweryn Pollak, Julian Stryjkowski, Anna Trojanowska, Wanda Wiłkomirska, Wiktor Woroszylski and Maria Zagórska. 

				20

				Václav Havel was released from arrest and stepped down as the advocate of Charter 77.

				24–31

				A hunger strike was held in St Martin’s Church in Warsaw with a view to release all participants of the June 1976 events who were still in prison as well as the KOR members and contribu-tors arrested in May 1977. Participants of the hunger strike – from 24 May: Bogusława Blajfer, Danuta Chomicka, Lucyna Chomicka, Bohdan Cywiński, Jerzy Geresz, Rev. Aleksander Hauke--Ligowski, Barbara Toruńczyk, Henryk Wujec; from 25 May: Eugeniusz Kloc and Ozjasz Szech-ter; from 26 May: Joanna Szczęsna; and from 27 May: Stanisław Barańczak, Zenon Pałka and Kazimierz Świtoń. Tadeusz Mazowiecki was appointed the strikers’ spokesman. On their behalf, 
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				he delivered the strikers’ statement to the Polish Council of State, the Episcopate of Poland and journalists. Rev. Bronisław Dembowski played an important role in organising the hunger strike.

				26

				349 farmers from a parish in Zbrosza Duża headed by a local monsignor, Rev. Czesław Sadowski, signed an appeal to the Polish Council of State asking to release the participants of the June events as well as the KOR members and contributors. 

				June

				In Lublin, the Nieocenzurowana Oficyna Wydawnicza NOW-a (NOWA, Uncensored Publishing House) copied Issues No. 1 and 2 of the independent literary magazine “Zapis” (“Record”). The “torch of knowledge” by Wit Wojtowicz was on the cover. In order to keep the printing location secret, all of the copies were transported to Warsaw.

				The Wydawnictwo im. Konstytucji 3 Maja (Constitution of 3 May 1791 Publishing House) opened in Warsaw. It was initially associated with ROPCiO and published “Opinia” (“Opinion”). 

				5

				The Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe started in Belgrade. Thus, the KOR pub-lished a “Statement” claiming that the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-cal Rights adopted by the United Nations were not being followed in Poland.

				The first convention of the former political prisoners was held in Warsaw. It was organised by the Community of Former Political Prisoners associated with ROPCiO. 

				7

				ROPCiO held a press conference in Warsaw, inviting foreign correspondents accredited in War-saw, as well as journalists of the Polish Press Agency (PAP), press, radio and TV. The Polish journal-ists did not come. Leszek Moczulski talked about ROPCiO’s activities and the authorities’ repres-sions against the opposition. 

				8

				Professor Edward Lipiński sent an open letter to the General Secretary of the French Communist Party, Georges Marchais, the General Secretary of the Italian Communist Party, Enrico Berlinguer, and the Secretary-General of the Communist Party of Spain, Santiago Carrillo: 
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				Dear Comrade,

				I’d like to inform you that between 14 and 23 May this year, six members of the Workers’ Defence Commit-tee and its five contributors were taken into custody. They are accused of “entering into cooperation with foreign organisations with an aim to act to the detriment of the political interests of the Polish People’s Republic” or “spreading false news, which might harm the PRL’s interests”. In fact, their only “guilt” consists in the fact that together with other people (including the undersigned) they were defending workers kept in prison, beaten or fired for their participation in a protest against a food price rise in June 1976, as well as in the fact that they were openly and publicly voicing their opinions about the need to democratise the socialist state.

				14

				Professor Edward Lipiński and Antoni Pajdak sent a telegram on behalf of the Workers’ Defence Committee to the Italian Congress of Trade Unions thanking them for their previous interven-tions undertaken by the Italian trade unionists and asking for more such actions. 

				July

				The first edition of the quarterly “Postęp. Kwartalnik Niezależny” (“Progress. Independent Quar-terly”), was published in an uncensored form. It popularised the idea of an independent trade union movement in the countryside. The magazine was edited by Henryk Kossut, Tadeusz Fijałkowski and Henryk Bąk. 

				3

				The USA and the USSR sign an agreement in Moscow on reducing underground experiments involving nuclear weapons. 

				12

				Kurt Waldheim, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, came to Warsaw. Bogusława Blajfer, a KOR contributor, managed to break through the guards and hand him a letter concerning the imprisoned KOR members. A few days later, Kurt Waldheim stated during a press conference in Vienna that he had submitted the letter to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

				14

				Stanisław Barańczak was dismissed from his work at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań.
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				The Polish Council of State announced an amnesty decree. On 23 July, the following people, who were sentenced in the wake of the post-June trials were released: Czesław Chomicki, Adam Łukowski, Marek Majewski, Wacław Skrzypek and Zygmunt Zabrowski. The following KOR mem-bers and contributors who were arrested in May were also released: Wojciech Arkuszewski, Sewe-ryn Blumsztajn, Mirosław Chojecki, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Adam Michnik, Piotr Naimski, Hanna Ostrowska and Wojciech Ostrowski (Jan Józef Lipski had been released ear-lier for health reasons). 

				23

				Rev. Zbigniew Kamiński and Professor Jan Kielanowski join the KOR. Wojciech Ziembiński left the KOR temporarily due to his active role in ROPCiO.

				A press conference was held in Warsaw, participated by Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Antoni Macierewicz, Adam Michnik and Wojciech Ostrowski. The KOR members who were released from prison thanked everyone who contributed to their release, and particularly the Episcopate of Poland and ROPCiO.

				29

				The body of Stanisław Pietraszko, a student of physics at the Jagiellonian University, and Stanisław Pyjas’ secondary school friend, was found in Lake Solina. After the death of his friend, S. Pietrasz-ko went to the public prosecutor’s office and testified that on the evening of 6 May, he had seen S. Pyjas with an unknown man and provided a description of this individual. According to the official statement issued after his autopsy, the victim died while swimming because of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. S. Pietraszko’s family and friends informed that Pietraszko was afraid of the water and could not swim. 

				August

				1

				NOWA, Uncensored Publishing House changed its name to the Independent Publishing House NOWA and published its first book: “Pochodzenie system” (“The Origin of the System”) by Marek Tarniewski (alias Jakub Karpiński) in 300 copies.
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				17

				A KOR meeting was held in Warsaw, in Jolanta and Maciej Rayzacher’s house. The participants discussed the issues of the further existence and forms of activities of the KOR in the face of the release of all participants of the protest of 25 June 1976 who were sentenced to imprisonment.

				26

				On behalf of the KOR, Professor Edward Lipiński sent a letter to Lucjan Czubiński, the PRL Public Prosecutor General, presenting the facts concerning the repressions and persecutions against KOR members and contributors. The letter ended as follows: the acts of repressions and harass-ments and discrimination are in many cases of a criminal character as defined in Articles 165 § 1, 167 § 1, 190 § 1 and 246 § 1 of the Criminal Code; in other cases, they constitute unlawful acts contrary to the provisions of the Labour Code, the Code of Offences or other rules of law.

				29

				SB officers kidnapped KOR contributor Roman Wojciechowski. The incident occurred in Warsaw, on Nowy Świat Street, close to Foksal Street. He was taken outside of Warsaw and thrown out of the car near the town of Łomianki. He was then beaten and threatened that if he does not leave Warsaw, he’ll be finished off. 

				September

				The first edition of the biweekly “Robotnik” (“The Worker”) was published. The magazine was established by Dariusz Kupiecki, Jan Lityński, Helena and Witold Łuczywo, Elżbieta and Woj-ciech Malicki, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Ludwika and Henryk Wujec and Irena Wóycicka. They were later joined by Bogdan Borusewicz, Leopold Gierek, Franciszek Grabczyk, Stefan Kozłowski, Małgorzata Pawlicka, Józef Ruszar, Aleksandra and Zbigniew Sarat, Witold Sielewicz, Władysław Sulecki, Józef Śreniowski, Jan Witkowski, Edmund Zadrożyński, Andrzej Zozula and others. Jour-nalists contributing regularly were Wojciech Adamiecki, Janina Jankowska, Piotr Wierzbicki, and Jerzy Zieleński; economists Ryszard Bugaj, Krzysztof Hagemejer, Tadeusz Kowalik and Waldemar Kuczyński, as well as Stefan Kawalec, Paweł Śpiewak and many more. A section of the editorial follows:

				“The Worker’s” objective is to support the activities aiming at jointly defending the workers’ interests, in-creasing the employees’ role in determining the salaries, working conditions and hours, social and housing conditions, [as well as] to support independent worker’s representations, which should replace the “dead” institution of the Trade Unions. […] The authors’ principle aim is to share the truth. The official press does not fulfil this part. Quite the contrary – it is full of lies and slanders. “The Worker” will discuss events on which the 
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				official newspapers, radio and TV remain silent. […] We want our joint activity to initiate the cooperation in striving for a just and independent Poland.

				8

				ROPCiO initiated a meeting attended by Andrzej Czuma, Jan Dworak, Maciej Grzywaczewski, Leszek Moczulski and KOR members Mirosław Chojecki, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Antoni Macierewicz and Piotr Naimski. It was devoted to the cooperation between the KOR and ROPCiO. However, no agreement was reached.

				15–18

				The “Sacrosong” Festival of Religious Songs in Kalisz, organised by Rev. Jan Palusiński, was pre-ceded by the “Appeal of Sacrosong ’77 Organisers to the Poets and Writers in Poland and on Emi-gration”. The appeal urged support for those who prove their solidarity and bravery defending day-by-day faith and human freedoms. Actors Mikołajska and Maciej Rayzacher were amongst the performers. 

				17–18

				The first All-Polish Meeting of ROPCiO was held in Warsaw, on Solec Street. It was attended by 34 people: Henryk Bezeg, Marian Bogacz, General Mieczysław Boruta-Spiechowicz, Andrzej Czuma, Benedykt Czuma, Piotr Dyk, Karol Głogowski, Aleksander Hall, Antoni Heda “Szary”, Józef Michał Janowski, Kazimierz Janusz, Stefan Kaczorowski, Tadeusz Kicki, Stanisław Kusiński, Andrzej Mazur (SB Secret Cooperator “Wacław”), Leszek Moczulski, Marek Niesiołowski, priest Bohdan Papiernik, Marian Piłka, Adam Pleśnar, Kazimierz Pluta-Czachowski, Zbigniew Sekulski, Zbigniew Siemiński, Marek Skuza, father Bronisław Sroka, Restytut Staniewicz, Michał Stempkowski, Bogumił Studziński, Kazimierz Świtoń, Piotr Typiak, Rev. Ludwik Wiśniewski, Adam Wojciechowski, Andrzej Woźnicki and Wojciech Ziembiński. 

				25

				A delegation of workers from Radom and Ursus as well as those affiliated with the KOR went to the Jasna Góra Sanctuary and presented a votive offering to the Black Madonna of Częstochowa – a pilgrimage cross.

				29

				The Civil Commission appointed by the KOR to evaluate the Committee’s activities, made up of Andrzej Kijowski, Władysław Bieńkowski and Stefan Kisielewski, reviewed one year of the KOR’s activities. 

			

		

	
		
			
				46

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1977

			

		

		
			
				The Workers’ Defence Committee was transformed was transformed into the Committee for Social Self-Defence. The “Democratic Movement Declaration” was adopted. The objectives of KSS “KOR” were: 

				1.	Fight against repressions exercised for political, ideological, religious, or racial reasons and provide aid to people who are persecuted for these reasons.

				2.	Fight against the breaches of the rule of law and provide the victims with aid.

				3.	Fight to ensure the institutional guarantee of civil rights and liberties. 

				4.	Support and defend any and all social initiatives aimed at exercising human rights and the rights of the citizens. 

				KSS “KOR” welcomed new members: Zbigniew Kamiński, Jan Kielanowski, Anka Kowal-ska, Adam Michnik and Wojciech Onyszkiewicz. The following people left the KOR: Wojciech Ziembiński, Emil Morgiewicz and Stefan Kaczorowski, who participates in ROPCiO activities. The number of KOR contributors reach several hundred people, including students, people of culture and science, and workers. The SB persecuted and harassed frequently arrested KSS “KOR” mem-bers and contributors.

				October

				ROPCiO started opening “free discussion clubs”. The first ones were established in Lublin, Gdańsk and Łódź. 

				The first edition of the independent literary magazine “Puls. Nieregularny kwartalnik literac-ki” (“Pulse. Irregular Literary Quarterly”) was published in Łódź. The magazine was edited by Ja-cek Bierezin (the editor-in-chief from the 9th–10th edition), Tomasz Filipczak, Witold Sułkowski and Tadeusz Walendowski, and later (in various periods of time) by Leszek Szaruga, Bartosz Pietrzak, Janusz Anderman and Antoni Pawlak, and it was advised by Zdzisław Jaskuła. The list of regular contributors included, inter alia, Stanisław Barańczak, Lech Dymarski, Tadeusz Korzeniewski and Bolesław Sulik.

				The first edition of the “Głos” (“The Voice”) independent monthly was published in Warsaw. It was edited by Konrad Bieliński, Andrzej Celiński, Krzysztof Hagemejer, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lip-ski, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naimski, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Zbigniew Romaszewski and Jan Walc. From its third issue, the magazine was edited by Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naim-ski, and Jakub Karpiński (alias Marek Tarniewski). Krzysztof Hagemejer, Jan Józef Lipski, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Zbigniew Romaszewski and Jan Walc were regular contributors. A section of the edi-torial: We share a belief that it is possible to achieve independence and democracy in Poland, and the best path to that aim consists in establishing self-governing social institutions which are independent of the authorities. The “Democratic Movement Declaration” was published in the first issue. 

				The first edition of an independent magazine, “Spotkania. Niezależne pismo młodych ka-tolików” (“Meetings. Independent Magazine of Young Catholics”), created by the students and 
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				graduates of the Catholic University of Lublin, was published in an uncensored form in Lublin. It was edited by Zdzisław Bradel, Janusz Krupski, Stefan Szaciłowski, and from the fifth issue, also by Wojciech Oracz and Józef Ruszar.

				The first edition of the “Indeks” (“Index”) students’ magazine was published. It was first pub-lished in Warsaw, and then in Krakow by the activists from the Students’ Solidarity Committee (SKS). 

				1

				The first issue of an independent magazine, “Bratniak” (“Brother”), affiliated with ROPCiO was published in an uncensored form. It was edited by Aleksander Hall and Marian Piłka, and later also by Arkadiusz Rybicki, Wiesław Parchimowicz, Jacek Bartyzel and Tomasz Mróz (for a short time).

				5

				A public collection of signatures for the Amnesty International petition on the release of all peo-ple imprisoned for their beliefs started at Warsaw University. On 16 October, the signatures were collected in the Royal Łazienki Park, and on 30 October in the Saxon Garden; on 22 October, sig-natures were collected in Łódź on Piotrowska Street; and on 24 October at the campus of Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin.

				11

				KSS “KOR” established the Social Self-Defence Fund. It was run by: Chairman – Rev. Jan Zieja, Secretary – Halina Mikołajska, Treasurer – Jan Józef Lipski, members – Jan Kielanowski, Edward Lipiński, Józef Rybicki and Wacław Zawadzki.

				17

				The trial of the signatories of the Czechoslovak Charter 77 – Václav Havel, Jiří Lederer, František Pavliček, and Ota Ornest – started in Prague. The Committee for Social Self-Defence KOR pro-tested against the charge and wrote an appeal to the participants of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which was being held in Belgrade, asking them to take a stance on this matter.

				The Studencki Komitet Solidarności (SKS) (Students’ Solidarity Committee (SKS)) was founded in Warsaw. Warsaw University students became its first spokespersons: Jakub Bułat, Jan Cywiński, Urszula Doroszewska, Ludwik Dorn, Stefan Kawalec, Agnieszka Lipska, Marcin Stępniewski, Jerzy Szczepkowski, Michał Worwąg and Paweł Zakrzewski, and they were accompanied by students of the Warsaw Theological Academy: Zbigniew Garwacki and Bogdan Łaszewski. They were later joined by groups of students from the Warsaw University of Technology and the Main School of 
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				Planning and Statistics. The “Declaration” informing about the establishment of SKS was pub-lished on 20 October:

				We want the students and academic employees of the universities to be able to decide for themselves about the matters that affect them directly: the programme and course of the studies, the selection of the scientific personnel and the choice of research problems. Our aim is to ensure them real opportunities to exercise and defend their rights and interests.

				20

				The Polish Filmmakers Association sent a “Letter” to the Ministry of Culture and Art devoted to the respect of artistic expression.

				29

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, met with the First Secretary of the Polish Unit-ed Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek. It was the very first meeting at this level since 1963.

				The Niezależny Klub Dyskusyjny, NKD (Independent Discussion Club, NKD) was founded in Łódź on the initiative of KSS “KOR”. The founding declaration was signed by Piotr Amsterdamski, Andrzej Babaryko, Janusz Błasiak, Anna Bazel, Jacek Bierezin, Tomasz Filipczak, Wojciech Jeśman, Elżbieta Lewińska, Jacek Lipowski, Grzegorz Maliszewski, Janusz Płóciennik, Wojciech Słonina, Paweł Spodenkiewicz, Ewa Sułkowska-Bierezin, Witold Sułkowski, Józef Śreniowski and Krzysztof Woźniak. The NKD provided a platform for sharing ideas in order to break the state information monopoly: based on any and all available sources […] regardless of whether they have been accepted by the censorship [or not]. The information about the establishment of the NKD was sent to the Marshal of the Sejm, KSS “KOR”, and editorial offices of independent magazines.

				31

				KSS “KOR” announced the “Letter to the Czech and Slovak Friends” expressing solidarity and condemning the sentences passed against the signatories of Charter 77. It read, inter alia:

				For nine years you have been stifled by violence, which does not even bother to maintain appearances of the rule of law. You are openly and brutally persecuted everywhere and in all social activities, and although it causes indignation around the world, your situation does not change. We sense revenge for the Prague Spring in the persecutions that you are suffering, but [also] first and foremost, fear that this wonderful out-burst which united your entire country may not only repeat in your country but can also inspire other na-tions suffering the same fate. We believe that this fear is not vain.
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				When we think about this Spring, we bitterly and with regret remember that the Polish Army also took part in invading your country. However, we would dearly wish that you do not remember it, believing that it hap-pened as a result of foreign violence and against our will.

				Friends! We admire your firmness, your bravery, your persistence in opposing the evil. We know that you truly express the will of the society, even if its majority – subject to constant pressure – must remain passive until they are able to have their say as openly as was the case in 1968.

				The Committee for Social Self-Defence “KOR” welcomed Konrad Bieliński, Seweryn Blumsztajn, Andrzej Celiński, Professor Leszek Kołakowski, Jan Lityński, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Maria Wo-siek and Henryk Wujec as new members. An editorial commission was appointed to prepare the texts of “KSS ‘KOR’ Announcements”, statements and correspondence. The team was made up of Ludwik Cohn, Anka Kowalska, Jacek Kuroń, Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naimski, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Józef Rybicki and Aniela Steinsbergowa.

				November

				5

				The Students’ Solidarity Committee (SKS) was created in Gdańsk, made up of Piotr Dyk, Anna Młynik, Magdalena Modzelewska, Grzegorz Pliszka, Andrzej Słomiński and Błażej Wyszkowski. The founding declaration read, inter alia:

				We believe that the current students’ organisation – the Socialist Union of Polish Students (SZSP) – does not fulfil its duties. There’s a discrepancy in the sole formula of the organisation. SZSP is a strictly politi-cal organisation of certain ideological character, and simultaneously, from a legal point of view, is the only representation of all students. […] Our aim is to ensure students and academic employees the possibility to exercise and defend their rights. We will fight to alter some incorrect and unfair legal acts regulating the activities of the universities.

				KSS “KOR” received ca. 700 pages of documents of the Central Office for Control of the Press, Publications and Entertainment, which were taken to Sweden by Cracovian former censor To-masz Strzyżewski.

				8–16

				The “A Christian and Human Rights” conference was organised on the initiative of Tadeusz Ma-zowiecki by the Warsaw Club of Catholic Intelligentsia (KIK). According to its mission, Catholics are obliged to act actively for human rights, also [in cooperation] with people of good will who do not share their religion.
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				9

				The Free Discussion Club was founded in Łódź on the initiative of ROPCiO. Its first meeting, de-voted to the 59th anniversary of Poland regaining independence, was attended by ca. 30 people. A speech was delivered by Leszek Moczulski. The club met regularly every fortnight.

				15

				The Students’ Solidarity Committee was founded in Poznań, in Jacek Kubiak’s flat on Powstańcza Street. The founding declaration was signed by students of Adam Mickiewicz University [in Poznań]: Włodzimierz Fenrych, Jaromir Jedliński, Ewa Kubacka, Jacek Kubiak, Wiesław Lisecki, Edward Maliszewski, Jerzy Nowacki, Wiesława Skrzeszewska and Maciej Szczerkowski. Later, the declaration was signed by a few more people, including Krystyna Antowska, Małgorzata Bratek and Włodzimierz Filipek.

				The Biennale, devoted to the creative work and activities of the opposition in the Soviet Un-ion and the Eastern Bloc countries, started in Venice. Leszek Kołakowski, who lived in the West, took part in the seminar. Posters featuring graphic art by Czesław Bielecki and Michał Bogucki, drawings by Wojciech Wołyński, and works published by NOWA were presented. The Polish pres-entation was accompanied by Stanisław Barańczak’s text, “Fasada i tyły” (“The Facade and the Back”).

				18

				Due to the fact that KSS “KOR” received documents of the Cracovian censorship office from a for-mer censor, Tomasz Strzyżewski, the Committee issued a “Statement” reading, inter alia: 

				The whole collection reveals a terrifying picture […]. The thesis that lies and disinformation play a dominant role in our public life is once again confirmed […]. Historical tradition, ideology [and] national culture are not the only aspects that are being falsified. Basic facts are distorted or passed over in silence, even if their concealment or distortion are tantamount to a crime committed against the citizens.

				23

				The SKS in Poznań issued a “Statement” reading, inter alia:

				SKS does not negate the activities of SZSP, taking into consideration the fact that it has been so far the only organisation supporting the activities of the broadly defined academic cultural, scientific, touristic (etc.) movement. Former and current members of SZSP are amongst the SKS initiators. The Students’ Solidarity Committee asks the Board of the Socialist Union of Polish Students to respect the activities mutually, and to, at best, cooperate. Our common aim should consist not in individual careers in the state apparatus, but in the intellectual and spiritual development of all students, free artistic, scientific movement, etc. The road to 
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				that aim does not lead through formal ceremonies, pointless “mass meetings” and ever new and ever emp-tier “action programmes”. Many SZSP activists agree with this and the previous sentence.

				27

				The Sejm of the PRL adopted an act on pensions for farmers. 

				30

				The SB searched the apartment of Kazimierz Świtoń in connection with an investigation con-cerning the theft of a valuable ring. Halina Szafrańska, an assistant judge at the District Prosecu-tor’s Office, stated in the search’s justification that there is a reasonable suspicion that the discussed ring is at Kazimierz Świtoń’s apartment. The ring was not found during the search, but Second-Lieutenant Kazimierz Steczkowski, who was in charge of the operation, confiscated a typing ma-chine, magnetic tapes and independent publications. K. Świtoń’s sons – 22-year-old Ryszard and 18-year-old Piotr (a secondary school senior) – were arrested. 

				December

				The NOWA publishing house published the “Czarna Księga Cenzury PRL” (“Black Book of PRL Censorship”) – secret documents of the Central Office for Control of the Press, Publications and Entertainment, which were taken to Sweden by former censor Tomasz Strzyżewski.

				Jacek Kuroń published “Zasady ideowe” (“Ideological Rules”) – a text engaged in polemics with the opinion of Leszek Moczulski and the opposition activists who referred to the ideas of Ro-man Dmowski; Kuroń laid down the rule of social subjectivism, which required an expansion of pluralism, stimulating self-governments, and restricting the role of the state. After a few months, the Literary Institute in Paris published the text as a separate publication. 

				1

				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, met with Pope Paul VI in Vatican City.

				9

				The third press conference summing up ROPCiO’s activities to date was held in Warsaw, in Leszek Moczulski’s flat.

				13

				The Students’ Solidarity Committee (SKS) was founded in Wrocław. The founding declara-tion was signed by the students of the University of Wrocław: Marek Adamkiewicz, Jerzy Filak, 
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				Jarosław Klimek, Marek Rospond, Stanisław Siekanowicz, Juliusz Szymczak and Marek Zybura. The founding meeting was also attended by Aleksander Gleichgewicht, Leszek Budrewicz, Jerzy Ochman, Jarosław Broda, Wiesław Kęcik and Bronisław Wildstein from Krakow, amongst others. The declaration read, inter alia:

				The only official, accepted form of activity consists nowadays in campaigns and operations planned by the authorities within the stiff SZSP structures – an organisation which cannot represent all students, due to its openly ideological character. Therefore, we must create the foundations of an independent students’ move-ment, which will provide everyone with an opportunity for creative activities, regardless of their philosophy of life. […]

				Using the critical analysis of the current condition of higher education as a starting point, we intend to lay down a concrete programme for its reparation. […] Education and scientific work cannot be treated instru-mentally; they cannot serve political indoctrination. It is necessary to make scientific and educational in-stitutions independent of the administration, and the students’ movement independent of the academic authorities.

				16

				A few hundred people attended ceremonies in honour of the workers of the shipyard who were killed in December 1970. The attendees laid flowers where the shipyard workers were killed. A dozen or so people were arrested.

				25

				The first issue of an independent magazine, “Gospodarz” (“The Farmer”), was published by the circles affiliated with the Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights. The magazine was addressed to the inhabitants of the countryside. The magazine’s vignette read: in defence of the rights of the peasant family economy. “The Farmer” was signed by Piotr Typiak and Bogumił Studziński, though the real editorial office was made up of Stanisław Michalkiewicz and Tadeusz Szozda. It was a monthly magazine. Its last issue – 44/45 – was published in the summer of 1981. 

				29

				The “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” and the “International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” were published as an annex to the “Journal of Laws” No. 38, thus becoming an element of the national law.

				29–30

				The visit of the then U.S. President, Jimmy Carter, to Poland. When President Carter was lay-ing flower wreaths at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Warsaw (on 29 December), Marek Chwalewski and Bogumił Włodarski from ROPCiO tried to unfold banners with the inscription, 
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				“The Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights Welcomes Mr President to Poland”. They were both arrested, interrogated and released 48 hours later.

				30

				Kazimierz Świtoń, his wife and daughter, as well as Marian Piłka and Wojciech Ziębiński began a 24-hour hunger-strike in the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw with the intention to have K. Świtoń’s sons – Piotr and Ryszard – who were accused of stealing a ring, released.

				31

				The Press Attaché of the U.S. Embassy, Richard A. Virden, came to the flat of Kazimierz Janusz, where the “Opinion” was edited, and delivered a letter addressed to Wojciech Ziembiński includ-ing an interview authorised by U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 

			

		

	
		
			
				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1978

				January

				The first issue of SKS bulletin “Podaj Dalej” (“Pass Forward”) is published in Wrocław. It is the first magazine of the Wrocław opposition and edited by Leszek Budrewicz, Aleksander Gleichge-wicht, Jacek Malec, Renata Otolińska, Mirosław Spychalski and Krzysztof Turkowski.

				4

				Rev. Tadeusz Fedorowicz, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bogdan Cywiński, Jerzy Zagórski, Anna Pawełczyńska, Marian Brandys and Jerzy Ficowski write a “Letter to the General Prosecutor of the PRL, Lucjan Czubiński”, writing, inter alia: 

				Repressing children because of the political attitudes and activities of their parents would be an instance of collective responsibility and would be against the law and not in line with Polish tradition.

				[…] Due to the fact that Ryszard and Piotr Świtoń are being held under prolonged provisional arrest, we are expressing our concern about the law-abidingness of the bodies which have been established to prosecute crimes and we are asking the General Prosecutor to reverse the decision concerning the preventive measure in the form of the provisional detention.

				15

				The Second All-Polish Meeting of ROPCiO is held in Warsaw in Wojciech Ziembiński’s flat. It is at-tended by, inter alia, Andrzej and Benedykt Czuma, Karol Głogowski, Aleksander Hall, Józef Michał Janowski, Kazimierz Janusz, Leszek Moczulski, Andrzej Mazur, Tomasz Mróz, Marek Niesiołowski, Marian Piłka, Zbigniew Siemiński, Marek Skuza, Restytut Staniewicz, Bogumił Studziński, Piotr Typiak, Adam Wojciechowski, Andrzej Woźnicki and Wojciech Ziembiński. A. Wojciechowski chairs the meeting. 

				22

				The Towarzystwo Kursów Naukowych, TKN (Society of Scientific Courses, TKN) is established in Warsaw. It refers to a similar social institution from the times of the partitions – the Flying Univer-sity, i.e. an informal society organising free-from-censorship lectures and discussions devoted to history, sociology, economics, philosophy, literary studies and pedagogy. The society started its 
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				activities as early as in November 1977. The TKN was created upon the initiative of Professor Ed-ward Lipski, while Jan Kielanowski became the Chairman of its Programme Council, and Andrzej Celiński, its Secretary. The founding declaration reads:

				[…] deficiencies in the official education as well as practical and ideological deprivations of the freedom of the sciences have been known and criticised for ages. […] Being aware of this tradition, and current needs, we are presenting our initiative with an aim to help all people who would like to enrich their knowledge by means of self-education.

				The declaration was signed by 54 people representing scientific and artistic circles, who were later joined by others: Stefan Amsterdamski, Stanisław Barańczak, Marek Barański, Władysław Bartoszewski, Władysław Bieńkowski, Jacek Bocheński, Kazimierz Brandys, Marian Brandys, Alina Brodzka, Janina Budkowska, Hanna Buczyńska, Tomasz Burek, Andrzej Celiński, Mirosława Chamcówna, Bohdan Cywiński, Izydora Dąmbska, Andrzej Drawicz, Roman Duda, Ma-ria Dziewicka, Kornel Filipowicz, Wacław Gajewski, Bronisław Geremek, Bolesław Gleichgewicht, Michał Głowiński, Antoni Gołubiew, Konrad Górski, Joanna Guze, Stanisław Hartman, father Alek-sander Hauke-Ligowski, Aleksander Jabłoński, Maria Janion, Aldona Jawłowska, Jerzy Jedlicki, Jakub Karpiński, Adam Kersten, Jan Kielanowski, Andrzej Kijowski, Bolesław Konorski, Tadeusz Kowalik, Stanisław Krasnowolski, Marin Król, Andrzej Krzywicki, Waldemar Kuczyński, Władysław Kunicki-Goldfinger, Edward Lipiński, Jan Józef Lipski, Edward Łukawer, Hanna Malewska, Marian Małowist, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Adam Michnik, Halina Mikołajska, Zygmunt Mycielski, Irena No-wakowa, Wojciech Ostrowski, Seweryn Pollak, Stanisław Rodziński, Irena Sławińska, Adam Sta-nowski, Krystyna Starczewska, Julian Stryjkowski, Jan Józef Szczepański, Zdzisław Szpakowski, Wisława Szymborska, Paweł Śpiewak, Marek Tabin, Karol Tarnowski, Andrzej Tyszka, Jan Waszkie-wicz, Henryk Wereszycki, Andrzej Werner, Krzysztof Wolicki, Maria Wosiek, Jacek Woźniakowski, Zbigniew Wierzbicki, Adam Zagajewski, Czesław Zgorzelski and Tadeusz Zipser.

				ROPCiO issues a statement concerning the election for the national councils of all levels, which are planned for 5 February. The document criticises the voting system, which does not comply with the international UN Covenant of Human Rights, which was ratified by the Sejm of the PRL. 

				24

				Stefan Kaczorowski, a ROPCiO activist, sends a letter to the Front of National Unity (FJN) inform-ing that he will not participate in the election for the national councils planned for 5 February, because of the binding voting system.
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				February

				23

				The Komitet Założycielski Wolnych Związków Zawodowych, KZ WZZ (Independent Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions, KZ WZZ) is established in Katowice, made up of Kazimierz Świtoń from Katowice, Roman Kściuczek from Mysłowice, and Władysław Sulecki from Gliwice. Initially, Tadeusz Kicki from Sosnowiec, and Ignacy Pines from Katowice were also Commit-tee members, but they left it in the wake of SB repressions. Later, the following people joined KZ WZZ: Jan Bal from Katowice, Bolesław Cygan from Wodzisław Śląski, Zdzisław Mnich from Bielsko-Biała, Andrzej Spyra, Stanisław Tor from Krakow, and Jan Świtoń, son of Kazimierz, from Częstochowa. The “Founding Declaration” reads, inter alia: 

				We are being exploited and used, and we can hardly buy anything for the money we earn with difficulties. Greater and greater effort is expected of us, and in return, our and our families’ conditions of existence are deteriorating. This state of affairs will last as long as we are unable to unite and organise to successfully op-pose the exploitative state and economic apparatus. Therefore, the organisation of the Free Trade Unions should be undertaken as quickly as possible.

				24

				The Convention of the Polish Journalists Association (SDP) ends in Warsaw. The Convention’s guest, Jerzy Łukaszewicz, a member of the Political Bureau of KC PZPR, said during the meeting: in the socialist system, the mass media help to understand the meaning of the policy of the party, and they explain it.

				In the Tri-City (the cities of: Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot) SB officers arrest and beat up Bogdan Borusewicz and Stanisław Śmigiel, KSS “KOR” contributors. The Committee for Social Self-De-fence KOR issues a “Statement”:

				Between 10 and 24 February 1978, MO officers carried out operations in various cities preventing discussion meetings, seminars and lectures held within the self-education activities. […]

				After having entered the apartments, where the discussion meetings and lectures were held, the militia searched two places (in Wrocław and Sopot) and twice used tear gas (Krakow, Sopot). During the search in Wrocław, [the militia] forced the ill Anna Bujwid to get out of bed. During the search of B. Borusewicz’s flat in Sopot, MO officers were demolishing the place. One of the inhabitants is on sick leave due to having his eye burnt by tear gas. […]

				We have not witnessed such intensification of repressions since the militia’s mass operation last April and May.

				These facts undoubtedly prove the escalation of the militia’s brutal terror against self-education, which re-flects the youth’s valuable pursuit of greater knowledge. This terror leads to the society’s confrontation with the militia, where society is clearly right from a moral point of view.
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				In recent years, Polish society has proven that it wants and can defend itself. A breach of social stability is in nobody’s interest today.

				27

				The authorities illegalise the Independent Discussion Club (NKD) in Łódź, recognising its activi-ties as unlawful. Ignoring this ban results in intensified repressions from the militia as well as administrative repressions towards the NKD’s members.

				28

				Aniela Steinsbergowa, Antoni Pajdak and Wacław Zawadzki send a letter to the General Prosecu-tor of the PRL, Lucjan Czubiński, describing the illegal actions of the security authorities and the militia, and demanding the end of rights-infringing activities. 

				March

				2

				Jan Kozłowski, a peasant activist, is beaten at the MO precinct station in Grójec.

				3

				The District Court in Radom, chaired by Judge Jacek Oziębło, sentences people accused of beat-ing Jan Brożyna: W. Skórkiewicz to 5 years in prison, and R. Piasecki to 8 years in prison.

				19

				The authorities announce a petrol price increase of 20%.

				April

				The first issue of “Opinia Krakowska” (“The Krakow Opinion”), an independent magazine of the Krakow ROPCiO branch, is published. Krzysztof Gąsiorowski becomes its editor-in-chief, and the magazine is edited by Stanisław Janik-Palczewski, Romana Kahl-Stachniewicz and Michał Muzy-czka. The title page was designed by Adam Macedoński.
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				7

				The NOWA publishing house publishes “Dokumenty bezprawia” (“The Documents of Lawless-ness”) prepared by the KSS “KOR” Emergency Bureau. It describes 25 instances of murders and severe beatings by MO officers.

				7–8

				The 10th convention of the Polish Writers’ Union becomes an arena of writers’ protests against censorship. “Zapis” (Issue No. 7) publishes the writers’ opinions.

				13

				Andrzej Mietkowski, a member of Krakow SKS, is beaten up by so-called unknown perpetrators in Krakow. At around 11:00 p.m., he was approached by three men, who said you know why and started beating and kicking him, and them left him lying on the street.

				In Wodzisław Śląski, four so-called unknown perpetrators drag Bogusław Cygan, an activ-ist of the Free Trade Unions, into a car and take him to a forest. He is beaten with clubs until he loses consciousness, and he does not recover consciousness until he is taken to the hospital by ambulance.

				28

				In the evening, so-called unknown perpetrators drag Roman Kołakowski into a “Żuk” vehicle in the suburbs of Wrocław. He is wrapped in a blanket and beaten severely with militia clubs.

				29

				Andrzej Gwiazda, Krzysztof Wyszkowski and Antoni Sokołowski establish the Komitet Założycielski Wolnych Związków Zawodowych Wybrzeża, KZ WZZW (Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of the Coast, KZ WZZW). The declaration reads, inter alia:

				The union movement ceased to exist in Poland over 30 years ago. Liquidation of the Polish Socialist Party, the Polish People’s Party, and other independent representations of society upon the 1947 centralisation of the trade unions resulted in the transformation [of such representations] into a representative of the monopolis-tic employer and not of the employees. The PZPR made the trade unions an “extension” of its own structure and an obedient tool of an organised exploitation of all social layers.

				[…] Wide-scale democratisation is an absolute must today. Society must win the right to rule its state in a democratic manner. All of its layers must gain the possibility to self-organise and establish social institu-tions, which would reliably execute its rights. Only real social unions and associations can save the country, because democratisation is the only way to consolidate citizens’ interests and will with the state’s interest and power.
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				Later, the following people join the Free Trade Unions of the Coast: Bogdan Borusewicz, An-drzej Bulc, Joanna Duda-Gwiazda, Bogdan Felski, Lech Kaczyński, Mieczysław Klamro, Andrzej Kołodziej, Bogdan Lis, Henryk Matysiak, Maciej Miatkowski, Mariusz Muskat, Edwin Myszk, Maryla Płońska, Alina Pienkowska, Leon Stobiecki, Lech Wałęsa, Anna Walentynowicz, and others. 

				30

				Henryk Wujec, a KSS “KOR” activist, is fired from his work at the “Tewa” semi-conductor factory. In 1977, his wife, Ludwika, lost her job as a deputy school headmistress.

				May

				3

				Leszek Skonka establishes the Independent Group for Scholarly Cooperation in Wrocław.

				8

				Following a conflict between Andrzej Czuma and Leszek Moczulski over ROPCiO’s leadership, the latter is fired from the editorial office of the magazine “Opinia”.

				10

				The Students’ Solidarity Committee is established in Szczecin. The declaration is signed by stu-dents Wojciech Klukowski and Ryszard Kokot from the Pomeranian Medical University, Elżbieta Czuma and Marek Lewandowski from Szczecin University of Technology, Leszek Nowakowski and Ryszard Olejarz from the School of Education, as well as Dariusz Rawicki and Elżbieta Ryna-siewicz from the Agricultural Academy. The founding declaration reads: 

				In the face of far-reaching demoralisation of our nation, self-preservation is our starting point. We want to create an atmosphere of respect for working on ourselves, for honesty, responsibility, and a high level of morality. Simultaneously, we want to undertake mutual activities in order to: – unite the students; – inspire students to grow internally, search for the truth (including that which is hidden from us); – learn the his-torical truth, develop national awareness; – get to know the reality of our country, raise the awareness of human suffering. To this end, we intend to initiate lectures, readings, discussions, talks, we want to work on publishing independent texts. We sympathise with the independent movement which is being developed in Poland. We believe that the cooperation between Students’ Solidarity Committees from all academic centres is particularly important. We encourage all students, scientific and didactic employees to co-create an independent students’ movement.
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				12

				Marek Adamkiewicz, SKS spokesman, is arrested in a cafe at the Wrocław railway station at around 11:00 p.m. He is handcuffed and taken to the MO precinct station at the railway station, where the officers beat him severely four times during the night. He is released the next day and goes to a doctor; the medical certificate reveals bruises and externally caused asphyxiation on the whole body, even on his fingers and eyelids.

				20

				On behalf of the KSS “KOR”, Professor Edward Lipiński sends the “Letter to the Participants of the ‘Polonia of Tomorrow’ Congress” describing the activities of the democratic opposition in Poland and the connections between it and the Polish émigré community. He writes, inter alia, We are happy that patriotism, love for freedom, democratic ideals have once again become a common ele-ment of our pursuits regardless of the national borders between us.

				24

				The misdemeanour court in Katowice sentences Kazimierz Świtoń to 5 weeks of detention for the lack of an air gun licence.

				25

				The last meeting of the NN is held in Warsaw, in the St Vincent Pallotti Church, on Skaryszewska Street. It is attended by Andrzej and Benedykt Czuma, Jan Dworak, Piotr Dyk, Aleksander Hall, Piotr Krawczyk, Janusz Krzyżewski, Paweł Mikłasz, Leszek Moczulski, Tomasz Mróz, Andrzej Nas-tula, Marian Piłka, Mirosław Rybicki, Andrzej Szomański, Adam Wojciechowski, Andrzej Woźnicki and Marek Zawieja. Facing the inability to continue the cooperation between Andrzej Czuma’s and Leszek Moczulski’s group, the NN is dissolved.

				28

				MO and the SB officers enter Krzysztof Wyszkowski’s flat in Gdańsk, where a meeting of the Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of the Coast, KSS KOR, and Gdańsk SKS is being held. Ten people are detained, then Błażej Wyszkowski is arrested and sentenced to 2 months in prison on 30 May for resisting the officers. B. Wyszkowski went on a protest hunger strike in the detention room, which he ended after 33 days. Bogdan Borusewicz, Piotr Dyk, and Krzysztof Wyszkowski went on an 8-day solidarity hunger strike, and Józef Śreniowski, on a 9-day hunger strike. On 31 May, the KSS “KOR” sends a telegram to Amnesty International defending B. Wysz-kowski. Amnesty International takes him under its wing as a political prisoner.
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				30

				Jerzy Ficowski, poet, prose writer, soldier of the Home Army, participant of the Warsaw Uprising, populariser of the culture of the Polish Romani people, joins KSS “KOR”.

				June

				3

				KSS “KOR” writes a letter to Yuri Orlov (Russia), Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava (Georgia), Myroslav Marynovych and Oleksiy Tichy (Ukraine) and Balys Gajauskas (Lithuania) and informs the leading USSR dissident Andrei Sakharov:

				Dear Friends, 

				We sympathise with your fight for human and citizens’ rights. We know that the draconian sentences that you received violate the basic rules of the administration of justice. We offer you our deepest respect and admiration for your courage and consistency.

				We will make every effort possible to share with the Polish society the knowledge about your activity, which is so important for the fate of us all.

				We would like to add our voice to the protest of the whole world against your harm.

				7

				KSS “KOR” sends a letter to Amnesty International, signed by Aniela Steinsbergowa, where it is written, inter alia:

				There’s a fixed militia practice consisting in detaining “unwelcomed” people and locking them in MO pre-cinct stations and HQs. They are released 48 hours later without any explanation. […] Adam Michnik holds a record – he’s been detained 9 times (4 times for 48 hours, a few times for 30+ and 20+ hours, he was twice kidnapped by car from the street, once he was beaten upon detention, and once at the MO HQ). […] The enforcement authorities claim they are entitled to such conduct, and that anyone can be detained for 48 hours without breaking any provisions of the law. This stance is in fact false; excuses and malicious dealings infringe, first and foremost, the constitutional principle guaranteeing personal immunity to the citizens.

				10

				The Third All-Polish Meeting of ROPCiO is held in Zalesie, near Warsaw. It is participated by 56 people. There is a split: during the voting, most of the participants accept the removal of Leszek Moczulski from the editorial office of “Opinia” magazine. The institution of the press officers was eliminated. The ROPCiO Financial Council was elected in a secret voting. It was made up of Ste-fan Kaczorowski, Rev. Bohdan Papiernik, Marian Piłka, Piotr Typiak and Wojciech Ziembiński. The 
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				so-called Commission of 5 was also appointed, made up of Marian Bogacz, Andrzej Mazur (SB Se-cret Cooperator “Wacław”), Rev. Bronisław Sroka, Rev. Ludwik Wiśniewski and Marek Skuza as the secretary; The Commission was entrusted with the task of examining the political and financial charges raised against L. Moczulski and presenting the results during the next ROPCiO meeting. Two groups arise: Andrzej Czuma’s group – the so-called Council of the Signatories, and Leszek Moczulski’s group – the so-called Council of the Spokesmen.

				18

				The Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions in Katowice (Bolesław Cygan, Roman Kściuczek, Zdzisław Mnich, Jan Świtoń and Władysław Sulecki), the Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of the Coast (Andrzej Gwiazda, Edwin Myszk (SB Secret Cooperator), and Krzysztof Wyszkowski), and activists from the Independent Labour Movement (Leopold Gierek, Józef Śreniowski, and Edmund Zadrożyński) announce an “Appeal”:

				To all working people in Poland and trade unions of the world.

				A new era of the fight of the working people in Poland in defence of their personal and material rights began two years ago. They are entitled to these rights based on the Constitution of the PRL, the International Cov-enant on Human and Citizens’ Rights, and the Konwencja Międzynarodowej Organizacji Pracy o Związkach Zawodowych (Convention of the International Labour Organization on Trade Unions).

				The events of June 1976, when the mass protests of the workers forced the authorities to withdraw from drastic food price rises, proved once again that the working people in our country are deprived of the chance to seek support from the official Trade Unions. Not only didn’t these unions, led in Poland by the ruling mono-party, oppose the wrong decisions of the authorities, but they took active part in persecuting the protesting workers. […]

				We are urging the Trade Unions of the world to support the independent labour movement in Poland, but above all, to vigorously defend our imprisoned friends. We are appealing to the international solidarity of the working people. We are also asking Amnesty International to defend the prisoners.

				20

				During an appeal hearing, the Voivodeship Court in Radom affirms the judgement of the District Court sentencing Roman Piasecki to 8 years in prison, and Wiesława Skórkiewicz to 5 years in prison for allegedly throwing Jan Brożyna out of a first-floor window. R. Piasecki, W. Skórkiewicz and Stanisław Nowakowski went to the public prosecutor’s office as witnesses of MO officers beating Jan Brożyna to death. S. Nowakowski died in prison on 17 May, a few days after revoking his statements made during the investigation.

				26

				The KSS “KOR” sends a telegram to the editorial office of the quarterly “Kontinent” published in Russian in Paris by USSR emigrants:
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				We are expressing our solidarity with your protests against the imprisonment of Alexander Ginzburg.

				We are indignant at the trampling of the commitments that the Soviet authorities have entered into by sign-ing the International Covenant on Human Rights.

				We are protesting against the persecutions of people who are defending the citizens’ human rights in the USSR [the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics].

				27 June–3 July

				Major Mirosław Hermaszewski becomes the first Pole in space. He flew aboard the Soviet Soyuz 30 spacecraft. 

				July

				The first issue of the independent quarterly magazine “Krytyka” (“Criticism”), associated with KSS “KOR”, is published. It is edited by, inter alia, Stanisław Barańczak, Konrad Bieliński, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Adam Michnik, Stefan Starczewski, Jan Walc and Roman Wojciechowski as well as Miklós Haraszti from Hungary and Václav Havel from Czechoslovakia.

				The first issue of “Droga. Wolność i Niepodległość” (“The Road. Freedom and Independence”) is published. It is edited by Leszek Moczulski, who was previously fired from the editorial office of “Opinia”. 

				19

				In a telegram sent to the dissident Andrei Sakharov, KSS “KOR” protests against the verdicts against Viktoras Petkus, Alexander Ginzburg and Anatoly Shcharansky.

				28

				Wacław Zawadzki, a member of the KSS “KOR”, and the Council of the Social Self-Defence Fund, dies, aged 78. 

				28–30

				Representatives of 16 villages from the municipalities of Milejów, Mełgiew, Puchaczów and Łęczna in the Lublin district organise an agricultural strike (in the form of withholding the sup-plies of milk to the milk depots) against the enforcement of pension contributions from the farm-ers. When the strike is over, the farmers from the striking villages establish – on 30 July – the Temporary Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Lublin Province, which is entitled to talk with the authorities about the current strike, its aftermath and the situation of the peasants in our region. The Committee is made up of: Piotr Bodziak-Trzeciaków, Kazimierz Danieluk – Wola Korybu-towa, Zbigniew Kosiarski – Ciechanki Łańcuchowskie, Stanisław Kura – Antoniów, Jarzy Mazur 
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				– Kajetanówka, Michał Niessen – Jaszczów, Władysław Olender – Łańcuchów, Edward Paczkowski – Kolonia Ostrówek, Stanisław Roczno – Ostrówek, Janusz Rożek – Kolonia Górne, Jan Skoczylas – Wólka Łańcuchowa, Stanisław Skórka – Maryniów, Władysław Szczepański – Szpica, Jan Tracz – Zalesie, Celina Wojtal – Popławy and Alina Zabłotna – Zawadów. The signatories write a resolu-tion of 30 July and a statement of 1 August demanding, amongst other things, rural self-govern-ment, and its authentic representation in the Sejm of the PRL as well as amending the pension act. The Committee is open.

				August

				1

				The first issue of the independent magazine “Robotnik Wybrzeża” (“Worker of the Coast”) is published by the Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of the Coast. A section of the editorial:

				There are huge trade unions in the PRL uniting millions of workers [and] having their own press, funds, and premises. Still, the workers go to the streets every few years urgently demanding their rights [to be respect-ed], exposing themselves to MO attacks and repressions. In the case of a conflict with the administration, even big groups of workers are helpless and alone. The situation of a single worker who has been harmed or deceived is even more difficult […] 

				We do not set political goals for ourselves, we do not impose certain political and ideological opinions on our members, partners and supporters, we do not strive for power. 

				However, we are aware that we cannot avoid being accused of political activities. The range of matters that are treated in our country as political is, after all, very wide, and covers almost everything except picking mushrooms. […] 

				Our activity is legal and in accordance with the law. Every human being has a natural right to defence, jus-tice, and a decent life – this is guaranteed by the Constitution of the PRL as well as international conventions and agreements on human and citizens’ rights. Trade union activity is subject to particular legal protection.

				A few issues of this magazine would appear before the establishment of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity”.

				5

				Zenon Pałka, an SKS Wrocław activist, is detained and beaten by MO officers in Warsaw. On 7 August, he is sentenced by the misdemeanour court to 14 days of detention for public disorder.

				6

				Representatives of the KSS “KOR” and Charter 77 meet at the foot of the Śnieżka Mountain, on the border between Poland and Czechoslovakia. The meeting was attended by Marta Kubišová, 
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				Jiří Bednař, Tomaš Petřivy, Václav Havel, Jacek Kuroń, Antoni Macierewicz, Jan Lityński and Adam Michnik. They share information about their activities and discuss forms of cooperation. On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, the participants of the meeting issue a common statement, writing, inter alia: 

				In spite of all spokesmen of anti-democratic order and national dependence, the last decade has clearly proven the vitality of the ideas of the Prague Spring and the democratic movements of Polish society. Faith-fulness to these ideas has cost many of our fellow citizens dearly: by being ousted from the public life, losing their job or freedom, and sometimes even their life. Our friends, who are fighting and suffering for the very same purposes in the USSR and other states, have also been experiencing constant repressions.

				[…] – united in defending the truth, human and citizens’ rights, democracy, social justice and national in-dependence, we declare a common will to be faithful to these ideas, and to act in their spirit. Inalienable human dignity as a value which gives meaning to the life of individuals and nations, is a source of all of our pursuits and activities. Hence, the deep feeling of solidarity with many friends around the world, who follow the same ideas.

				15

				Romuald Szeremietiew, Tadeusz Jandziszak and Maciej Pstrąg-Bieleński establish the 3-member Związek Narodowy Katolików, ZNK (National Union of Catholics, ZNK). On 1 September 1979, the ZNK files for membership in the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej, KPN (Confederation of Inde-pendent Poland, KPN) also started on that day by Leszek Moczulski.

				30

				A LOT Polish Airlines Tu–134 airplane flying from Gdańsk to (East) Berlin is hijacked. The plane touches down in West Berlin, at Tempelhof Airport.

				31

				The Council of Ministers adopts a resolution on increasing the prices of the purchase of milk as of 1 September.

				September

				1

				During an interrogation in Radom, MO officers beat Jacek Filipowski, contributor to the inde-pendent magazine “Robotnik”.
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				7–9

				The trial of 5 members of the Theatre of the Eighth Day is held at the District Court in Radom. They are accused of open assault on a militia officer. The defendants were initially detained under the pretext of not having bus tickets, then they were taken to the MO Headquarters in Warsaw, where civilian officers abused them brutally, beating and kicking them. The court violated the principle of openness, demanding the audience to leave when the main witness for the prosecu-tion was testifying. The court sentenced Tomasz Stachowski and Piotr Jurga to 1 year in prison, Jadwiga Jurga to 9 months, suspended for 4 years, and Beata Ziemska and Roman Radomski to 6 months, suspended for 4 years.

				8

				The Tymczasowy Komitet Samoobrony Chłopskiej Ziemi Lubelskiej (Temporary Peasant Self--Defence Committee of Lublin Province) issues an “Announcement”:

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee was established on 30 July. We have been active for nearly 1.5 months. We can already say that we’ve been successful. We demanded the withdrawal of court executive officers who had been seizing [properties] in our villages. We forced the authorities to comply with this demand: no debt collector has come to our villages since the establishment of the Committee. In our opinion, it proves our strength and will. […]

				Repressions, detentions of peasant activists and people visiting us from all over the country, blocking the roads, and manhunts in our territory – no such things can stop or limit our activity. 1.5 months of the exist-ence of the Peasant Self-Defence Committee, and our activity proves to us that the path we have taken is right.

				We announce that we will continue our efforts until the authorities take our demands into account. The people’s movement is growing. We know that the peasants from other regions of Poland will soon join us.

				9

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Grójec Province is established in Zbrosza Duża by farmers from the Grójec region representing the following villages: Olszany, Józefów, Bro-sza, Przydróżek, Trzcianka, Gośniewice, Orzechowo, Karolin, Daltrozów, Pelinów, Klin Branecki, Koziegłowy, Łychów, Leźne and Wierzchowina (it is organised by, inter alia, Jerzy Górski, Mirosław Macierzyński, Jerzy Skrzeczyński and Jan Prykiel). 188 people sign a resolution on the pension act for the countryside, the supply of food and production means for the countryside, self-regulation, and the social condition of the peasants. The Committee issues its own magazine “Niezależny Ruch Chłopski” (“The Independent Peasant Movement”).

				10

				The Temporary Committee of the Independent Trade Union of Farmers is established in the village of Lisów near Białobrzegi. It is co-organised by people affiliated with the independent 
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				magazine “Postęp”: Henryk Bąk, Henryk Kossut, Tadeusz Fijałkowski, Piotr Sęk, Jan Kozłowski and Kazimierz Prykiel. The Committee is half-open; not all members make their names public. The founding statement reads:

				The aims of the Temporary Committee of the Independent Trade Union of Farmers:

				1.	Representing before the national authorities, the citizens who exercise the profession of farmers, that is, individual farmers, peasant farmers, rural workers of the State Agricultural Farms, who acknowledge its activities;

				2.	Defending the farmers’ professional interests; 

				3.	Defending the citizens, who are discriminated and persecuted.

				In its activities, the Temporary Committee applies the following rules:

				– independence from the national authorities and the party;

				– self-governance;

				– cooperation and solidarity of the farmers and the industrial workers.

				The Temporary Committee urges the farmers to establish Temporary Committees of the Independent Trade Union of Farmers in their areas, or to join this Temporary Committee, or to express their support for it in any other form, taking into account the conditions, needs and possibilities.

				17

				In response to Leszek Moczulski’s dismissal from the editorial office of “Opinia”, a group of ROPCiO activists from Gdańsk, Warsaw and Łódź establishes the Zespół Inicjatywy Obywatel-skiej, ZIO (Civil Initiative Group, ZIO). The establishment of the ZIO Council aroused controversies amongst ROPCiO members. The ZIO fell apart after ca. 1 year and its founders established the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej, KPN (Confederation of Independent Poland, KPN), the Ruch Młodej Polski, RMP (Young Poland Movement, RMP), and the Ruch Wolnych Demokratów, RWD) (Free Democrats Movement, RWD). At least 9 out of 13 members of ZIO Council were SB Secret Cooperators.

				20

				The second meeting of the KSS “KOR” and the representatives of Charter 77 occurs.

				October

				3

				The misdemeanour court sentences Roman Kściuczek, a member of the KZ WZZ in Katowice, to 3 months of detention for breaching the order regulations.
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				9–11

				Workers from Pabianickie Zakłady Środków Opatrunkowych “Paso” (Pabianice Dressing Materials Plants “Paso”) go on strike. As a result of the changes in the size of the packages and maintaining previous rates, they are now earning a few hundred zlotys a month less.

				10–14

				Workers of the Pabianickie Zakłady Farmaceutyczne “Polfa” (Pabianice Pharmaceutical Plants “Polfa”) go on strike due to the lack of bonuses despite having the production plan carried out.

				14

				The founder of the WZZ, Kazimierz Świtoń, is leaving church when he is assaulted by 2 MO offic-ers and 4 civilians. He is then detained and sentenced on 16 October by the misdemeanour court to 3 months of detention for having allegedly beaten them and causing a gathering. K. Świtoń appealed this decision to the District Court in Katowice.

				16

				The papal conclave debating in Rome after the death of Pope Paul VI chooses the new Holy Father. Rev. Cardinal Karol Wojtyła, Krakow Metropolitan, who becomes the new pope. He takes the name of John Paul II. 

				Wiesław Kęcik, and Jerzy Nowacki join the KSS “KOR”.

				26

				Workers of Łódzkie Zakłady Cukiernicze “Optima” (Łódź Confectionary Plants “Optima”) go on strike demanding the compensation of wages which were decreased in the wake of a production stoppage caused by the lack of a raw materials.

				30

				Janusz Rożek, an activist of the Temporary Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Lublin Province, is beaten at the MO station in Milejów by 2 MO and SB officers.

				November 

				A brochure entitled “Language of Propaganda” is published. It is the first edition of the series “Zeszyty TKN” (“TKN Notebooks”).
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				11

				On the anniversary of Poland regaining independence, patriotic marches are held in Gdańsk, Krakow and Warsaw. The militia do not intervene.

				Gdańsk – after a solemn mass held in St Mary’s Church, a procession of ca. 1,000 people marches to the monument of John III Sobieski [the king of Poland from the 17th century – transla-tor’s note]. Aleksander Hall talks to the crowd. The speech lasts ca. 40 minutes. 

				Krakow – after a solemn mass held in the evening in St Mary’s Basilica, a procession of ca. 400 people is formed. Singing patriotic songs, the people walk down Floriańska Street to Matejko Square, to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where flowers are laid and the national anthem is sung. Students Janusz Jarosz and Krzysztof Gąsiorowski deliver a speech. The ceremony lasts ca. half an hour.

				Warsaw – after the evening mass in St John’s Arch-Cathedral, celebrated by Bishop Jerzy Modzelewski, a procession of ca. 2,000 people proceeds down Świętojańska Street via the Castle Square and Krakowskie Przedmieście Street towards the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where Jerzy Gren (actually, Henryk Ziółkowski) delivers an official speech, three wreaths are laid, and the national anthem and patriotic songs are sung. 

				12

				After a solemn mass, ROPCiO activists Karol Głogowski and Andrzej Ostoja-Owsiany lay wreaths at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, while Marek Chwalewski and Władysław Barański do so in the vestibule of the cathedral next to the plaque dedicated to the soldiers of the Home Army. The ceremony held in Łódź is participated in by ca. 60 people.

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Grójec Province issues the “Appeal to people’s activ-ists in Poland and abroad” asking them to support the peasant self-defence movement. 

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Rzeszów Province is established in the village of Łowisko, Kamień commune, associating also the farmers from Wola Zarczycka. Katarzyna Krasoń, Stanisław Krasoń, Stanisław Miazga, Józef Rębisz, Katarzyna Zdeb and Bolesław Zdeb were amongst its founders. The establishment of the Committee is caused directly by the com-pulsory expropriations of the farmers from Łowisko. In its resolution, the Committee demands the withdrawal of these decisions and resulting penalties imposed by misdemeanour courts, the improvement of countryside materials’ supply, and treating the farmers as rightful citizens of Po-land. The resolutions oppose the standing pension act and announces the refusal to pay the tax contributions. By 29 November, the Committee’s resolution would be signed by 29 people. The Committee gained the support of Rev. Stanisław Mazur, a parson from Łowisko, as well as of the Bishop of Przemyśl, Ignacy Tokarczuk.
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				Halina Mikołajska sends an open letter to the people of culture and art defending the actors from the Theatre of the Eighth Day, who are accused of attacking militia officers.

				14

				The “Experience and Future” Conservatory is established in Warsaw at the initiative of Stefan Bratkowski. It is an informal discussion club without any charter, authorities, or list of members, gathering representatives of the Polish intelligentsia cooperating with the democratic opposi-tion. The Conservatory prepares reports on the condition and future of Poland. The following people are amongst those contributing to its work: Jerzy Szacki, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, An-drzej Wielowieyski, Jan Strzelecki, Andrzej Zakrzewski and Adam Uziembło.

				18

				As a result of harassment from the authorities, most of the members of the Temporary Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Lublin Province announce a resolution on its dissolution.

				The crew of the concrete plant in Myszków goes on strike because of not receiving their sala-ries on time.

				18–19

				The Fourth All-Polish Meeting of ROPCiO is held in Gdańsk. Andrzej Czuma’s group, affiliated with “Opinia” magazine, does not participate in the meeting. The 7-member Council of Spokes-men of ROPCiO, including Leszek Moczulski and Karol Głogowski (signatories of the founding declaration), is established. A further two seats are reserved for Andrzej Czuma’s supporters.

				21

				At 6:30 a.m., SB officers enter 9 apartments in Lublin showing search warrants issued by the Chief Military Prosecutor’s Office. The following people are detained following the searches: Janusz Bazydło – historian, and employee of the editorial office of “Encyklopedia Katolicka” (“Catho-lic Encyclopaedia”), Janusz Krupski – doctoral student at KUL, KUL students: Wojciech Butkie-wicz, Leonard Górski, Małgorzata Jeglińska, Piotr Kałużyński, Krzysztof Mazur, Paweł Nowacki, Małgorzata Ocios, Stefan Szaciłowski, and Beata Ziemska as well as writer Bogdan Madej, and economist Stanisław Witer. Independent Polish, and foreign publications and two typewriters are amongst the confiscated objects.

				26

				In the wake of a long-lasting conflict with the authorities arising from the construction of a church, the inhabitants of Opole Stare and 4 other villages from the region of Siedlce establish, on the initiative of Stanisław Karpik, a farmer, the Believers’ Self-Defence Committee – Podlasie Region.
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				29

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Rzeszów Province issues a resolution demanding, inter alia, the transformation of the Dom Ludowy (People’s House) building into an apartment block for teachers, opening a health centre in the “Fireman’s House”, and supporting the initiative aimed at building a church, which the authorities have not approved. The operation is headed by Józef Baran, a graduate of the Krakow Academy of Economics, affiliate of SKS, and KSS “KOR”, as well as Katarzyna and Stanisław Krasoń. The Committee gained the support of the local mon-signor, Rev. Stanisław Mazur.

				December 

				1

				The workers of the spinning plant of the Pabianickie Zakłady Tkanin Technicznych (Pabianice Technical Fabrics Plants) go on strike. Second–quality yarns were converted into first–quality yarns there. As a result, the workers were deprived of a special bonus because they were process-ing sub-standard yarns.

				6

				The SB arrest Philippe Riès, a French journalist of the “Informations Ouvrières” newspaper, while he is leaving for Sweden. He is detained for contacting members and contributors of the KSS “KOR”. The Voivodeship Public Prosecutor’s Office raises accusations in his case alleging the viola-tion of the following articles of the Criminal Code: 

				1.	Anyone who publicly insults, derides, or humiliates the Polish Nation, the Polish People’s Republic, its system, or chief bodies shall be subject to the penalty of the deprivation of liberty for a term of between 6 months and 8 years.

				2.	Anyone who spreads false information shall be subject to the penalty of the deprivation of liberty for a term of maximum 3 years, if their deeds may seriously harm the interests of the Polish People’s Republic. 

				3.	Anyone who prepares, stores, transports, carries, or sends letters, publications or any other objects con-taining the content referred to in Articles 270–272, with an aim to spread it, shall be subject to the pen-alty of the deprivation of liberty for a term of between 6 months and 5 years.

				As a result, the KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” stressing that the detention of a foreign journal-ist in connection with the performance of his professional duties infringes the law, and compromises the good name of Poland. P. Riès is released as a result of the protests of the Association of French Journalists as well as CGT and the Force Ouvrière trade unions.
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				9–10

				The Fourth All-Polish Meeting of ROPCiO is held in Warsaw. It is called on the initiative of Andrzej Czuma, who strives for the appointment of the movement’s top-level leadership. The Meeting’s participants agree that the signatories of the “Appeal” of 25 March 1977 as well as the representa-tives of the groups running the consultative and information points and the free discussion clubs (38 people in total) have the right to vote during the Meeting. The Council of Signatories is ap-pointed, made up of General Mieczysław Boruta-Spiechowicz, Andrzej Czuma, Kazimierz Janusz, Stefan Kaczorowski, Marek Niesiołowski, Rev. Bohdan Papiernik, Zbigniew Siemiński, Bogumił Studziński, Piotr Typiak, Adam Wojciechowski, Andrzej Woźnicki, Wojciech Ziembiński, Marian Gołębiowski, Józef M. Janowski, Antoni Pietkiewicz, Marian Piłka, Grzegorz Prątnicki, Janusz Rożek, Leszek Skonka and Kazimierz Świtoń. The following people joined the Council in 1980: Jerzy Brykczyński, Benedykt Czuma, Antoni Gołda, Janusz Krzyżewski, Edward Staniewski and Jan Zapolnik. The Council of Signatories appointed a 5-member executive team, it was supposed to call future all-Polish meetings of ROPCiO, initiate works, and adopt expenditure estimates from the ROPCiO Social Fund.

				Simultaneously, a national meeting of the Group of Social Initiatives is held in Leszek Moczul-ski’s apartment in Warsaw, consolidating the split within ROPCiO. It is attended by 47 people. The Human Rights Fund, and the 15-member Board of the Fund are appointed.

				Mediation efforts undertaken by Tadeusz Szczudłowski and Arkadiusz Rybicki to unite ROPCiO are unsuccessful. From then on, there are two organisations called ROPCiO.

				17

				The SB searches the Gdańsk apartments of activists of the WZZW, SKS, ROPCiO, and the KSS “KOR” contributors: Piotr Bystrzanowski, Mieczysław Cholewa, Aleksander Hall, Arkadiusz Rybicki, Mirosław Rybicki, Janusz Samsonowicz, Błażej Wyszkowski, Jan Zapolnik (all of them, as well as Leszek Moczulski, who was present in one of the flats, are detained) as well as Sylwester Dudek, Danuta Kędzierska, Zofia Kruszyńska, Jerzy Kuniewski, Nina Milewska, Mariusz Muskat and Ga-briela Turzyńska. The SB searched the flats and detained people due to the ceremony of laying flowers at Gate No. 2 of the Gdańsk Shipyard, planned for the following day. The information about the event was included on leaflets and posters with inscription “We Remember December 1970”, which had been put up around the city. 

				18

				Ceremonies of laying flowers at Gate No. 2 of the Gdańsk Shipyard are held in Gdańsk on the an-niversary the worker’s protests of December 1970. The procession reaches the place where the first people were killed in December 1970 without obstacles. Bogdan Borusewicz lays the wreath of the KSS “KOR”; representatives of SKS, ROPCiO, and the KZ WZZW lay sashes from the wreaths confiscated by the SB and MO. The SB pre-emptively detains Andrzej Gwiazda, Lech Wałęsa and 
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				Arkadiusz Rybicki for 48 hours. Kazimierz Szołoch (a member of the Gdańsk Shipyard Strike Com-mittee in 1970), and Bogdan Borusewicz deliver a speech. Kazimierz Świtoń’s letter from prison is read, the hymn “Boże, coś Polskę”, the national anthem, and “The Internationale” are sung. There was a minute of silence to commemorate the anniversary. Then, the crown of 4,000 went home peacefully. After the anniversary ceremony the SB detained a few people, including Ewa and Piotr Dyk, Magdalena Modzelewska and Stanisław Załuski.

				The Naval Military Court sentences Acting Sub-Lt Henryk Jagiełło to 1 year in prison for pos-sessing 1 copy of “Opinia”, and 1 copy of “Bratniak”. The Supreme Court of the second instance suspended the penalty for 3 years.

				18–22

				Farmers from 33 villages near Zbrosza Duża hold a strike.

				20

				The misdemeanour court sentences Lech Wałęsa, a WZZ activist, to a fine of 5,000 zlotys for an attempt to lay a wreath at the Shipyard’s gate. He is also once again dismissed from work.

				22

				Miners from the 5th section of the Bituminous Coalmine “Gliwice” protest against the order of 12-hour shift work, and the order to work over Christmas. 

			

		

	
		
			
				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1979

				January 

				The first issue of ROPCiO’s magazine, “Kronika Lubelska” (“Lublin Chronicle”), is published. The magazine is published using a duplicating machine in an A4 format. Four issues of the maga-zine would be published, the last one being dated January–April 1980. The masthead includes Jerzy Malinowski as the editor-in-chief; Zbigniew Karpowicz, a student of the KUL (until the sec-ond issue) and Tadeusz Zachara (until the third issue). The editorial office is located in the flat of J. Malinowski on Sławińskiego Street (today’s Niecała Street). Secondary school pupils Grzegorz Wysok, Mariusz Badyński and Krzysztof Włodarczyk help with printing and distributing the newspaper.

				In the village of Zbrosza Duża, the Peasant Self-Defence Committee, the Temporary Com-mittee of the Independent Trade Union of Farmers, and the Believers’ Self-Defence Committee – Podlasie Region establish the Uniwersytet Ludowy, UL, (People’s University, UL), where the lec-tures are delivered by the activists of the opposition. The SB tries to cripple the UL’s activities by cutting the village off from the external world. 

				20–21

				Zbigniew Romaszewski, a KSS “KOR” member, visits Andrei Sakharov, Russian physicist and Nobel Peace Prize laureate in Moscow. He also meets with his partners from the Committee on Human Rights. The meeting is devoted to the problems of defending the citizens’ rights, and the coop-eration of the Russian dissidents with the authors of the independent quarterly “Krytyka”. 

				24

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński meets in Warsaw with the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek.
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				February

				10

				The Komitet Porozumienia na rzecz Samostanowienia Narodu, KPSN (Conciliation Committee for Self-Determination of the Nation, KPSN) is established in Warsaw. The founding declaration reads: we believe it is crucial to reach a conciliation of the citizens, who do not accept the totalitar-ian methods of exercising authority, in favour of the full implementation of the rule of the nation’s supremacy. ROPCiO activists are amongst the signatories, including Wojciech Ziembiński, Ed-ward Staniewski, and Marian Piłka. KPSN publishes its own magazine – “Rzeczpospolita” (“The Republic”).

				15

				Natural gas explodes in the PKO Rotunda building in the centre of Warsaw at the intersection of Marszałkowska Street and Aleje Jerozolimskie (Jerusalem Avenue). Forty-nine people are killed.

				March

				The first edition of the independent quarterly “Res Publica” is published. It is edited by Marcin Król, Wiktor Dłuski, Damian Kalbarczyk and Paweł Śpiewak.

				2

				The District Court in Katowice, made up of: chair – judge G. Jankowski, lay judges – Paweł Lewan and Stanisław Birecki, sentences Kazimierz Świtoń to 1 year in prison and a fine of 12,000 zlotys for beating and insulting 4 MO officers. He is also cleared of the charge of demolishing an MO vehicle. It is a non-final sentence, and at the request of the defendants – Władysław Siła-Nowicki and Jan Olszewski – the court overrules the temporary arrest of K. Świtoń. K. Świtoń left prison on 3 March.

				A session of the UL is held in Zbrosza Duża. The university was established on the initiative of independent peasants’ organisations.

				3

				In Warsaw, the PRL authorities officially announce a visit of the Holy Father, John Paul II, to his Homeland.
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				20

				Department W–4 of the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard goes on strike. The protest concerns wages and ends when a compromise is reached. 

				21

				A fighting squad of a few dozen people organised by the SB, made up of SZSP members (in-cluding Jerzy Folcik from the University of Physical Education, AWF) attacks Jacek Kuroń’s flat, where a TKN lecture was supposed to be held. J. Kuroń’s son, Maciek, as well as Henryk Wujec, are severely beaten, and J. Kuroń’s father, Henryk, is taken to hospital by ambulance due to pre-infarction angina. The building is surrounded by militia vehicles during the entire operation, and the officers pay no attention to the neighbours, who are demanding that the assault stops. Previ-ous attacks on J. Kuroń’s apartment were arranged on 24 January (ca. 100 attackers), 26 January (ca. 50 attackers), and 7 March 1979 (ca. 50 attackers).

				April

				The first issue of an independent magazine addressed to the rural area, “Placówka” (“The Post”) is published. It is edited by, inter alia, the KSS “KOR” member, Wiesław Kęcik, as well as peasant activists working for the peasant self-defence committees, including Józef Baran, Jerzy Grzebie-luch, Jerzy Górski, Edward Koleja, Jan Kozłowski, Zdzisław Ostatek and Andrzej Zozula.

				Tadeusz Konwicki’s novel, “Mała apokalipsa” (“A Minor Apocalypse”), is published (as issue No. 10 of “Zapis”). It is a political grotesque devoted to the PRL, also criticising the democratic oppo-sition. It soon becomes an underground bestseller (there would be a dozen or so underground editions by 1989).

				8

				In London, Edward Bernard Raczyński becomes the President of the Republic of Poland in exile.

				13

				Gustaw Holoubek is re-elected the president of the Association of Polish Theatre and Film Artists during the Association’s meeting.

				18

				There is an attempt at blowing up the monument to Vladimir Ilyich Lenin in Nowa Huta on the anniversary of the birth of the October Revolution’s leader. The monument was only damaged, 
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				and over 200 people connected with the opposition were detained. The perpetrators were not found.

				Tomasz Michalak, a photographer, NOWA contributor, is arrested on false charges of forging money and securities.

				28

				On the initiative of an engineer, Franciszek Grabczyk, Adam Macedoński, and Jan L. Fralczyk, the Chrześcijańska Wspólnota Ludzi Pracy, ChWLP (Christian Community of Working People, ChWLP), is established in the Krakow district of Nowa Huta on the 19th anniversary of defending the cross in Nowa Huta. ChWLP publishes a magazine “Krzyż” (“Cross”), called “Krzyż Nowohucki” (“Nowa Huta Cross”) from the second issue onwards. The Wydawnictwo “Krzyża Nowohuckiego (“Nowa Huta Cross” Publishing House) is also established. It would publish 2 books by August 1980.

				May

				3

				At the initiative of Jacek Kuroń, the Committee for Social Self-Defence of Lower Silesia is estab-lished in Wrocław, in Professor Mirosława Chamcówna’s flat. On behalf of the founding members, the “Declaration” is signed by Krzysztof Grzelczyk, Zenon Pałka and Piotr Starzyński. Besides the signatories of the “Declaration”, the following people asked to join the Committee: Jerzy Filak, Krzysztof Turkowski, Henryk Lis, Stanisław Huskowski, Aleksander Gleichgewicht, Ludwik Werle, Mariusz Wilk, Krystyna Sławińska, Jan Waszkiewicz, Janusz Łojek and Jacek Pilichowski. The “Dec-laration” is published in the first issue of “Biuletyn Dolnośląski” (“Lower Silesia Bulletin”), which was published on 2 June 1979. The Committee worked until August 1980, and subsequently its activists joined Solidarity.

				People affiliated with ROPCiO organise the anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution of 3 May 1791 in Gdańsk. After a solemn mass, a procession of ca. 1,000 people marches to the monument of John III Sobieski, where Tadeusz Szczudłowski delivers a speech. 

				13

				The Episcopate of Poland announces the programme of the visit of the Holy Father, John Paul II, to his Homeland. 

				19

				The “Experience and Future” Conservatory sends a report “On the Condition of the Republic of Poland and Ways to Mend It” to top state authorities.
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				21

				The KSS “KOR” sends a letter to Amnesty International about the intensified enforcement of re-pressions by the authorities towards the activists of the democratic opposition as well as about Tomasz Michalak, who was arrested on 18 April.

				29

				The KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” protesting against the repressions against the people, who are getting ready to welcome the Holy Father, John Paul II, in a dignified manner. 

				The repressions were intensified on the event of the visit of Pope John Paul II to Poland. The pope’s pic-tures, posters and papal emblems are amongst the items confiscated during many searches and deten-tions. Three people were beaten during the detentions: Janusz Rożek in Milejów, Tadeusz Wolf in Poznań, Jacek Piechowski in Wałbrzych. A particularly drastic incident occurred, which consisted of illegally sending Mirosław Jerzy Kimnes for compulsory psychiatric observation to the Voivodeship Hospital of Psychiatric and Nervous Diseases (Ward 9A) in Kochanówek. He was punished for collecting signatures on an appeal to the authorities asking for a full TV broadcast of the pope’s pilgrimage to Poland.

				June 

				Leszek Moczulski publishes in the independent magazine “Droga. Wolność i Niepodległość” (No. 7) a programme text “Revolution without Revolution”, where he foresees a forthcoming mass outburst of social dissatisfaction and proposes a plan to destroy the communist system in a peaceful manner.

				2

				The Centre for Folk Thought is established. It is focused on the concerns of the seniors of the peasants’ movement.

				2–10

				The Holy Father, John Paul II, makes his pilgrimage to Poland. His aim consists of commemorating St Stanislaus, a bishop and martyr, one of the main patrons of Poland, on the 1,000th anniversary of his death. The Pope visits Warsaw, Gniezno, Częstochowa, Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, Wadowice, Krakow, and the former German concentration camp, Auschwitz–Birkenau. In the homily deliv-ered during the mass said in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Warsaw, he urges his compatriots to take particular responsibility for the fate of the country and the Homeland.

				[…] It is impossible without Christ to understand this nation with its past so full of splendour and of terrible difficulties. It is impossible to understand this city, Warsaw, the capital of Poland, that undertook in 1944 an 
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				unequal battle against the aggressor, a battle in which it was abandoned by the allied powers, a battle in which it was buried under its own ruins – if it is not remembered that under those same ruins there was also the statue of Christ the Saviour with his cross that is in front of the church at Krakowskie Przedmieście Street. […] Poland has become nowadays the land of a particularly responsible witness.

				Freedom is a great gift of God; one has to use it well. Love constitutes the fulfilment of freedom […]

				The state is not merely a ruler of a man. It must help and serve man. It should express the full sovereignty of the nation, and not the sovereignty of its own structure in relation to the nation. […]

				Work is the basic dimension of the human existence on earth. There’s not only the technical significance to it for mankind, but also an ethical one. Work must help an individual to become better, more mature spir-itually, more responsible, to be able to fulfil his own human vocation on this earth, both alone, as a unique human being, as well as together with other individuals. […]

				You must be strong! You must be faithful! […] before going away, I beg you once again to accept the whole of the spiritual legacy which goes by the name of “Poland”, with faith, hope and charity […] never lose your trust, do not be defeated, do not be discouraged. […]

				We are before the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. In the ancient and contemporary history of Poland this tomb has a special basis, a special reason for its existence. In how many places in our native land has that soldier fallen! In how many places in Europe and the world has he cried with his death that there can be no just Europe without the independence of Poland marked on its map! […] And I cry – I, who am a Son of the land of Poland, and who am also Pope John Paul II – I cry from all the depths of this Millennium, I cry on the vigil of the Pentecost: Let your Spirit descend! Let your Spirit descend and renew the face of the earth, the face of this land! Amen.

				6

				The KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” in the wake of the detention of the members of the Com-mittee for the Defence of the Unjustly Prosecuted (VONS) in Czechoslovakia (Jiří Dienstbier, Jiří Němec and Dana Němcová, Petr Uhl, Václav Benda, Václav Havel, Otka Bednářová, Ladislav Lis, Jarmila Bělíková, Albert Černý, Václav Malý, Aleš Máchaček, František Hrabal, Jan Zmatlik, Jaroslav Šabata and Jiří Volf) as well as 46 other prisoners of conscience. The “Statement” reads, inter alia: 

				The KSS “KOR” addresses all the people of good will in Poland and worldwide to urgently demand the re-lease of the legal counsel of Charter 77, Doctor Jaroslav Šabata, and all members of the Committee for the Defence of the Unjustly Prosecuted. Through repressions, imprisonment and trials of the activists of demo-cratic opposition, the Czechoslovak authorities show brutal disregard for the Covenant on Human and Citi-zens’ Rights.

				15

				The USSR and the USA sign the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty II.
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				28

				The Club for Social Self-Defence of Kuyavia and the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Region is established in Poznań, made up of Jan Andrzejewski, Stanisław Barańczak, Małgorzata Bratek, Włodzimierz Fenrych, Stanisław Januszkiewicz, Zbigniew Konieczny, Jerzy Nowacki, Antoni Piet-kiewicz, Restytut Staniewicz, Bogusław Śliwa and Tadeusz Wolf.

				July 

				1

				The SB arrests a KSS “KOR” contributor, Edmund Zadrożyński, on false charges of participation in burglaries.

				The “Worker’s Rights Charter” is published in a special edition of “Robotnik”. It is signed by 100 workers’ activists, and edited by Jan Lityński, and Józef Śreniowski, amongst others. The de-mands include the establishment of independent trade unions and the right to strike.

				9

				The KSS “KOR” issues an appeal to trade unions worldwide to exert pressure on the PRL authori-ties regarding the release of Tomasz Michalak and Edmund Zadrożyński.

				11

				The KSS “KOR” and Moscow opposition groups (members of the Working Commission to Investi-gate the Use of Psychiatry for Political Purposes and the Moscow Helsinki Group, representatives of the Fund for Supporting Political Prisoners, members of the Initiative Group to Defend the Rights of Invalids) write a joint “Letter” to the imprisoned signatories of Charter 77:

				We – the Russians and the Poles – united in our common fight for the observance of human rights turn to our Czech and Slovak friends from Charter 77, who have been illegally imprisoned by the authorities of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. We turn to all people of good will in Russia, Poland and worldwide. We turn to the governments and citizens of countries.

				We believe that every person imprisoned and persecuted for telling the truth and protecting justice is victo-rious if only thanks to their sacrifice. […]

				We know that the pressure exerted by the societies is the only way to finally liberate our friends imprisoned in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. Let’s do all we can to shorten their stay in prison. We believe that we will be supported by all people of good will worldwide.
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				17

				Jerzy Geresz is detained and beaten at the MO HQ in Katowice. The next day, the misdemeanour court sentences him to a fine of 3,000 zlotys changed to 90 days of detention for the refusal to present an identity document. As he has no money with him, he is detained in jail, where he is beaten and kicked. The MO do not inform anyone, not even his family, about the detention. J. Geresz starts a hunger strike. After 37 days of detention and 7 days of hunger strike, an emaci-ated J. Geresz is taken outside the city and left in a forest.

				Tomasz Michalak, a contributor of NOWA Publishing House, is released.

				27–29

				The Ruch Młodej Polski, RMP (Young Poland Movement, RMP) is established. The organisation is initiated by a group of people publishing the magazine “Bratniak”, gathering the youth from Gdańsk, Szczecin, Gorzów Wielkopolski, Łódź, Warsaw, Poznań and Bydgoszcz. The RMP is an in-dependent ideological movement. Its members agree as regards the necessity to undertake ac-tivities aimed at regaining the independence of Poland, strengthening the national bond of the Poles, respecting human rights, following Christian ethical standards in public life, and maintain-ing the identity of the national culture. RMP members share a belief that one of the basic condi-tions that must be fulfilled to meet these goals consists in the establishment of modern political thought, rooted in tradition, which would match the aspirations and dignity of the Polish nation. The announcement of the establishment of RMP is signed by Jacek Bartyzel (Łódź), Aleksander Hall (Gdańsk), Wiesław Parchimowicz (Szczecin) and Arkadiusz Rybicki (Sopot). 

				31

				On the eve of the 35th anniversary of the outbreak of the Warsaw Uprising, Bishop Zbigniew Kraszewski celebrates a mass and delivers an occasional sermon in St John’s Arch-Cathedral in Warsaw. After the mass, a crowd of a few thousand people forms a peaceful protests and march-es through the Castle Square to the square in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where flowers are laid and Wojciech Ziembiński delivers a speech. The protest ends after the national anthem is sung. The forces of law and order do not intervene.

				August

				3

				Adam Szczypiorski, one of the founders of the Workers’ Defence Committee, then the KSS “KOR”, dies.
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				The Believers’ Self-Defence Committee – Przemyśl Region is established. The committee is made up of Teresa Burdziak, Witold Chalicki, Katarzyna Duczyńska, Rudolf Drobner, Elżbieta Ekiert, Aniela Gozaczkiewicz, Janina Grzegorzak, Piotr Kamiński, Henryk Karnas, Maria Kasprzyk, Stanisława Leśniak, Rev. Adam Michalski – rector of the church in Przemyśl–Kwiecie, Stanisław Mi-siuk, Piotr Ochaik, Piotr Ozga, Piotr Ryciński, Wit Siwiec, Władysław Solka, Stanisław Sudoł, Janina Wojakowska and others. The aim of the Committee is to build a church (so far, an old, properly adapted, shed serves as a church), and to defend the interests of all Christian communities in the PRL. 700 people support the Committee’s objectives with their signatures.

				18

				The RMP announces its ideological declaration (edited by Aleksander Hall, Arkadiusz Rybicki and Jacek Bartyzel) in the independent magazine “Bratniak” (Issue No. 18). The declaration is signed by the authors as well as by Piotr Bystrzanowski, Izabela Dutkiewicz, Zbigniew Dutkiewicz, Piotr Dyk, Danuta Grzelak, Grzegorz Grzelak, Maciej Grzywaczewski, Ireneusz Gust, Zofia Kruszyńska--Gust, Leszek Jankowski, Andrzej Jarmakowski, Marek Jurek, Dariusz Kobzdej, Edward Maliszew-ski, Piotr Mierecki, Magdalena Modzelewska, Krzysztof Nowak, Bożena Rybicka, Mirosław Rybicki, Jan Samsonowicz, Andrzej Słomiński and Gabriela Turzyńska.

				September 

				Ca. 800 inhabitants of Grudziądz sign a letter defending Edmund Zadrożyński: 

				We, the inhabitants of Grudziądz, have sent a protest letter to the Marshal of the Sejm of the PRL due to the lack of food, clothes, steel articles and household products, etc. and we have reserved the right to the physical integrity of Edmund Zadrożyński, editor of the magazine “Robotnik”, against the MO and SB, as well as the right to come to his assistance. Sadly, the MO and the SB authorities arrested Edmund Zadrożyński accusing him of burglary. We know it is a lie.

				We will not allow the certain authorities we all know to continue to repress Edmund Zadrożyński and finish off the true Poles.

				We stress once again that we have had full confidence in Edmund Zadrożyński for years, and we will con-tinue our fight for the true Poland alongside him. The Poland of workers and peasants.

				1

				On the 40th anniversary of the outbreak of World War 2, a protest is organised in Warsaw by peo-ple affiliated with ROPCiO and the Conciliation Committee for Self-Determination of the Nation. The protest is preceded by a solemn mass in St John’s Arch-Cathedral in the Old Town. A proces-sion is formed after the mass, going to the square in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
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				Józef Michał Janowski delivers a speech on behalf of ROPCiO. The forces of law and order do not intervene.

				During the protest in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Nina Milewska informs about the establishment of the Konfederacja Polski Niepdległej, KPN (Confederation of Independent Poland, KPN) – the very first open illegal political party operating in all countries of the com-munist bloc. The party, founded by Leszek Moczulski, refers to the tradition of Józef Piłsudski’s followers, and is initially made up of a few dozen people.

				1–2

				On the initiative of the Polish government in exile, a meeting of the World Reunion of the Unity of Poles Abroad with the Fighting Country is held in London under the slogan “Together with the Nation”. The reunion brought together 352 attendees from 17 countries. The KSS “KOR” sends a letter to the Reunion’s Praesidium: Our aim consists in independence and democracy and the rees-tablishment of ethical standards originating in the Christian culture in public life. 

				10

				The Founding Committee of the Independent Trade Union of Farmers is established in the village of Lisów near Białobrzegi.

				17

				The KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” on the 40th anniversary of the attack of the USSR on Poland: The government of the USSR […] did not recognise the Stalinist regime of the USSR as guilty of geno-cide and did not undertake to prosecute the criminals. The PRL government did not and does not strive to clear the case of Katyń and other Soviet crimes. Quite the contrary, it does its best to make it impos-sible to discover the truth.

				The misdemeanour court in Warsaw sentences Adam Wojciechowski, a ROPCiO activist, to 2 months in prison for a breach of the public peace.

				October 

				3–10

				A hunger strike is held in the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw. It is organised by the KSS “KOR” in cooperation with the ROPCiO Council of Signatories to protest and sympathise with the perse-cuted signatories of Charter 77. The participants of the hunger strike are Konrad Bieliński, Jacek Bierezin, Andrzej Czuma, Joanna Duda-Gwiazda, Kazimierz Janusz, Anka Kowalska, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Rev. Stanisław Małkowski, Jerzy Markuszewski, Adam Michnik, 
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				Halina Mikołajska, Mariusz Wilk and Kazimierz Wóycicki. Jan Kielanowski and Jan Józef Lipski are the spokesmen of the strikers. 

				5

				Peasant activists from the Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Grójec Province, Jan Grób and Janusz Lorenc, go on a solidarity hunger strike in the church in Zbrosza Duża. 

				7

				The following people start a solidarity hunger strike in Prague: Eugen Brikcius, David Němec, Pavla Němcova, Marketa Němcova, Josef Resler, Pavel Smida and Petruška Šustrova. Simultane-ously, the Czechoslovak Committee for the Defence of the Unjustly Prosecuted (VONS) sends a telegram expressing its thanks to the strikers in Warsaw.

				11

				The Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of Western Pomerania (Szczecin, Gryfino) is established in Nowy Czarnów near Gryfino. The Committee is made up of Jan Witkowski (the initiator, a worker at the “Dolna Odra” power plant), Kazimierz Dobosz, Danuta Grajek, Andrzej Kamrowski (SB Secret Cooperator), Tadeusz Kociełowicz, Stefan Kozłowski, Bronisław Modrze-jewski, Jan Paprocki (SB Secret Cooperator), Zdzisław Podolski and Mirosław Witkowski. The founding declaration reads:

				As a result of the problems that worry us all and that are included, inter alia, in the 1st Document of the Char-ter of Worker’s Rights, such as: 

				– changing the labour standards to the detriment of the workers;

				– downtimes not attributable to the crew, but causing the loss of some profits;

				– unfair division of awards and benefits;

				– extension of working hours; 

				– OHS conditions,

				a need in the interests of the working people has arisen, because the existing Trade Unions are unable to undertake such activities.

				We hereby establish the Founding Committee of the Free Trade Unions of Western Pomerania.

				14

				Leszek Skonka establishes the Grupa Anty-Berufsverbot, GAB (Anti-Berufsverbot Group, GAB), to fight the professional discrimination of the opposition activists. The group is based on ROPCiO members.
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				18

				Before the start of the Prague trial of the Czechoslovak defenders of human rights, the advocates and spokesmen of Charter 77 and VONS as well as KSS “KOR” issue a joint statement. They write, inter alia, We believe that regardless of the decision of the court in Prague, the trial of our friends con-stitutes their moral victory. We announce that we will continue our efforts to defend human dignity, to defend all the people persecuted in our countries.

				23

				The Prague City Court sentences Petr Uhl to 5 years in prison, Jiří Dienstbier to 3 years, Dana Němcova to 2 years, suspended for 5 years (a mother of 7 children), Václav Benda to 4 years, Vá-clav Havel to 4.5 years and Otka Bednárova to 3 years.

				31

				During an interrogation of the WZZ activist Kazimierz Świtoń, the District Prosecutor in Katowice, Edmund Gomułka, threatens that if he does not stop his activities, then there will be a psychiatrist who will send him to a psychiatric hospital. 

				A few thousand leaflets defending Edmund Zadrożyński, editor of the independent maga-zine “Robotnik”, are distributed in Toruń, Grudziądz and Iława. Edmund Zadrożyński has been in prison since 1 July on false charge of burglaries. Iwona Filipowicz, Stefan Kawalec, Teodor Klince-wicz and Mieczysław Książczak are detained for 48 hours in Grudziądz when distributing leaflets.

				November

				11

				On the anniversary of Poland regaining independence, patriotic protests are held in Gdańsk, Krakow, Lublin and Warsaw.

				Gdańsk – during the mass in St Mary’s Church, a patriotic sermon is delivered by Rev. Monsig-nor Stanisław Bogdanowicz. Then, a procession of ca. 1,500 people marches to the monument of John III Sobieski, where Tadeusz Szczudłowski delivers an occasional speech. The celebrations end with the singing of the national anthem and the hymn Rota [a traditional patriotic hymn– translator’s note]. 

				Krakow – protests are organised by the Students’ Solidarity Committee, the Confederation of Independent Poland and the veterans’ milieu. After mass is celebrated in the cathedral on Wawel Hill, the procession proceeds to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier where a wreath and flowers are laid. The SB blocks the delivery of the speeches. 
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				Lublin – after the mass celebrated for the Homeland in St Mary the Victorious’ Church, a pro-cession of ca. 200 people proceeds to the monument of the Union of Lublin. An SB attack squad charges the people leaving the church and takes away Marian Piłka, who is carrying a wreath. The demonstrators reach the monument, where Tadeusz Zachara delivers a speech. 

				Warsaw – ceremonies are organised by ROPCiO, and a group associated with the KSS “KOR” magazine – “Głos” (“The Voice”). Rev. Monsignor Stefan Niedzielak delivers a solemn sermon dur-ing the mass said in St John’s Arch-Cathedral. After the mass, a procession of ca. 5,000 people is formed, going down Świętojańska Street via the Castle Square, Krakowskie Przedmieście and Bagińskiego Streets to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where wreaths are laid. Occasional speeches are delivered by Bronisław Komorowski, Andrzej Czuma, Wojciech Ziembiński, Jan Janowski and Nina Milewska (on behalf of the KPN). The protest ends with the singing of the national anthem. 

				22

				The KSS “KOR” and the editorial office of the independent magazine “Robotnik” issue a “State-ment” accusing the authorities of hiding the extent of mining disasters (only in 1979, they claimed the lives of at least 66 miners).

				December

				9

				The Believers’ Self-Defence Committee – Cisów Region is established.

				10

				The misdemeanour court in Warsaw sentences Bronisław Komorowski, Andrzej Czuma, Wojciech Ziembiński, Józef Michał Janowski and Nina Milewska to 1–3 months of detention for delivering speeches on 11 November in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier during the protests or-ganised on the anniversary of Poland regaining independence. 

				11

				The SB arrests Swedish citizen Björn Gunnar Laqvist when he crosses the PRL border. He has brought a duplicating machine for NOWA. He is released and expelled to Sweden on 29 January 1980.
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				17–18

				The SB detains ca. 200 people across all of Poland on the 9th anniversary of the workers’ pro-tests on the Coast. The prosecution sanctions affected: Bogdan Borusewicz, Mirosław Chojecki, Andrzej Czuma, Józef Janowski, Bronisław Komorowski, Sergiusz Kowalski, Dariusz Kupiecki, Jan Lityński, Antoni Macierewicz, Piotr Naimski, Marian Piłka, Edward Staniewski, Tadeusz Stański, Adam Wojciechowski and Henryk Wujec. 

				18

				A few thousand people gather in front of Gate No. 2 of the Gdańsk Shipyard, and wreaths and flowers are laid. Tadeusz Szczepański lays flowers on behalf of the WZZW. In the occasional speech, Lech Wałęsa announces that if there is no monument commemorating the workers killed the following year, then everyone should bring a stone to build a mound commemorating the victims. Several dozen people, including Lech Wałęsa, are detained for a short time after the ceremonies.

				26

				The Soviet army starts the invasion of Afghanistan.

				31

				Aniela Steinsbergowa, Ludwik Cohn and Zbigniew Romaszewski send a “Letter” on behalf of the the KSS “KOR” to the Sejm Commission of Internal Affairs and the Criminal Justice System: 

				We notify the High Commission that between 11 and 18 December, ca. 200 people were detained through-out the country. These detentions were against the provisions of Article 206 of the Rules of Criminal Proce-dure, which allows the arrest of a person only when there is a suspicion that the arrested person has com-mitted a crime, and when there is a possibility of hiding such a person or of obliterating the traces of a crime. These conditions were not met in any of the cases of the arrested people.

			

		

	
		
			
				December 1975 – 30 June 1980

				1980

				January

				1

				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, delivers a traditional New Year’s Day speech. He names the drought and a severe winter as the reasons for the drastically deteriorating economic condition of Poland.

				Maximum levels of fuels and energy consumption are introduced in the social economy units.

				16 

				Tadeusz Szczepański, a 20-year-old activist of the WZZW, and car mechanic working for the Przedsiębiorstwo Produkcji i Montażu Urządzeń Elektrycznych Budownictwa “Elektromontaż” (En-terprise of the Production and Assembly of Electric Construction Devices “Elektromontaż”) in Gdańsk disappears in unexplained circumstances. His massacred body is found in the Motława River on 17 March. His funeral is held on 25 March at the Emaus Cemetery in the Gdańsk district of Siedlce. The ceremony is attended by ca. 2,000 people. The SB prevents the attendance of his colleagues from “Elektromontaż” and the WZZW activists – Lech Wałęsa, Sylwester Niezgoda and Maryla Płońska – who were prohibited from laying a wreath with a sash reading: “To our colleague, who died tragically, WZZ, KOR”, as well as Tadeusz Szczudłowski from ROPCiO. One day later, so-called unknown perpe-trators beat up a participant of the funeral, Piotr Karczewski. The investigation concerning the death of T. Szczepański was in fact carried out by the SB, which defended its version of the tragic accident.

				17

				At the initiative of Zbigniew Romaszewski, the KSS “KOR” appoints the Helsinki Commission with the aim to assess the observance by the PRL authorities of the settlements of the “Helsinki Ac-cords” signed in Helsinki in 1975 by 35 states, including Poland. The Commission was made up of Aniela Steinsbergowa, Ludwik Cohn, Edward Lipiński and Zbigniew Romaszewski. 

				The Commission’s tasks included:

				1. Keeping in touch with proper organisations in other countries; 

				2. Preparing a report, which will be presented at the Conference in Madrid.
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				The Commission asks all interested persons to cooperate. The correspondence should be addressed to: Prof. Edward Lipiński, Warsaw, Rakowiecka St. 22C apt. 26. The works of the Com-mission are crowned with the “Madrid Report” being published in October 1980.

				18

				The Students’ Committee of the Defence of Jasna Góra is established in Lublin. The Committee issues a “Statement” against the start of the reconstruction of Jasna Góra’s neighbouring areas. The “Statement” was signed by the KUL students – Adam Cichocki, Bogdan Giermek, Tomasz Mickiewicz, Krzysztof Prokop, Krzysztof Protz, Marek Sowa, Witold Starnawski and Piotr Tom-czak, the majority of whom are ROPCiO members; Agnieszka Lekka, a student of Maria Curie--Skłodowska University (UMCS), was the Committee’s spokesperson. Rev. Ludwik Wisniewski was the patron of the initiative. In the document entitled I’m with you, I remember, I watch, the Com-mittee’s members wrote that it was established to express the need to engage the entire Church in the defence of the Jasna Góra Monastery and support the Episcopate. 

				22

				Following a protest against the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan, Andrei Sakharov is arrested and sent (pursuant to the decision of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union) to the city of Gorky, which is off limits to foreigners. His wife, Yelena Bonner, is his only connection with the external world.

				23

				The Workers’ Commission is established in the Gdańsk enterprise “Elektromontaż” made up of Lech Wałęsa, Sylwester Niezgoda, Teofil Koszałka, Zbigniew Dąbrowski and Edward Ślapa. The Commission was appointed in response to the dismissal of 25 workers who had participated in laying the wreaths on 16 December 1979, on the 9th anniversary of the bloody repression of the strikes on the Coast. 

				30

				Andrzej Kołodziej, a WZZW activist, signatory of the “Worker’s Rights Charter”, and co-editor of the independent bulletin “Robotnik Wybrzeża” (“The Worker of the Coast”) is dismissed from the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk.

				February

				1

				In a rigged trial concerning an assault, the District Court in Stalowa Wola sentences Jan Kozłowski by the indictment of a local hooligan, Marek Pyrkosz. Jan Kozłowski was an activist of a local 
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				independent peasant movement and an editor of the independent bulletin “Placówka”. He was sentenced to 2 years in prison. Tadeusz Kolano (a witness who saw M. Pyrkosz attacking J. Kozłowski) was sentenced to 1.5 years. 

				6

				Bogdan Grzesiak, a NOWA contributor, is arrested on charges of stealing a duplicating machine.

				9

				The KPN Political Council urges the members of the opposition to declare that they will not vote for the Front Jedności Narodu, FJN (Front of National Unity, FJN) in the forthcoming election. Soon, KPN officially nominates its own candidates for the election. The authorities ignore the lists of candidates presented by the KPN. 

				11–15

				The 8th Convention of the PZPR is held. One of the guests is Mikhail Suslov, a member of the Polit-buro of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, leading Soviet ideologist, and the closest coop-erator of Leonid Brezhnev. The Convention approved the new make-up of the KC PZPR. The fol-lowing people were appointed as the members of the Politburo: Edward Gierek (First Secretary), Edward Babiuch, Zdzisław Grudzień, Henryk Jabłoński, Mieczysław Jagielski, Wojciech Jaruzelski, Stanisław Kania, Alojzy Karkoszka, Stanisław Kowalczyk, Władysław Kruczek, Jerzy Łukaszewicz, Jan Szydlak, Andrzej Werblan, and Tadeusz Wrzaszczyk; deputies: Kazimierz Barcikowski, Józef Pińkowski, Tadeusz Pyka, Emil Wojtaszek and Zdzisław Żandarowski. PM Piotr Jaroszewicz did not become a member of the Central Committee (KC). Regarding the social sphere, the Convention planned, inter alia, the increase of household allowances, the increase of minimum wages and pensions of the so-called “old portfolio”. 

				17–18

				A session of the Episcopal Conference of Poland is held. The bishops stress the untapped economic condition of the state and postulate the necessity of a dialogue between the authorities and society.

				18

				The Sejm of the PRL removes Piotr Jaroszewicz from the function of PM. He is replaced by Edward Babiuch.

				23

				At the railway station in Zawiercie, the SB detains Jerzy Grzebieluch, editor of the independent magazine “Placówka”, Bogdan Gruca and Jan Świtoń, contributors of the Founding Committee 

			

		

	
		
			
				91

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				of the Free Trade Unions of Silesia. Jerzy Grzebieluch and Bogdan Gruca are released after a few hours. J. Świtoń, who has had his face scorched with cigarettes, is released from the MO precinct station and detained again for 48 hours.

				24

				Due to the forthcoming election to the Sejm of the PRL, the KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” an-nouncing that its members will not take part in the election, because voting for one list cannot be called an election. 

				At a railway station in Katowice, the SB detains people heading for the trial of Edward Zadrożyński in Grudziądz: Kazimierz Świtoń – for 49 hours and Mirosław Szydło – for 4 hours.

				25

				Jan Szydlak, a close cooperator of Edward Gierek, replaces Władysław Kruczek as chairman of the Centralna Rada Związków Zawodowych, CRZZ (Central Council of the Trade Unions, CRZZ).

				29

				Bogdan Grzesiak is released from detention.

				March

				14

				The District Court in Grudziądz sentences Edmund Zadrożyński, a KSS “KOR” contributor, and edi-tor of the independent magazine “Robotnik”, to 3 years in prison, and a significant fine for leading a gang of thieves. His son, Mirosław Zadrożyński, is the only witness for the prosecution. The SB forced him with beating to incriminate his father.

				A plane crashes close to Warsaw’s Okęcie Airport. 87 people are killed, including the famous singer, Anna Jantar.

				18

				In Warsaw, the SB detains Henryk Wujec for 48 hours (for the 4th time that month) and Tomasz Michalak, a contributor of the KSS “KOR” and NOWA, who has his photographic equipment taken from him during a search. 
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				21

				70-year-old Walenty Badylak from Przemyśl, a former Home Army soldier, and member of the Kedyw, immolates himself in the Main Square in Krakow, protesting against the fact that the Katyń Massacre is passed over in silence.

				23

				The election to the Sejm of the PRL is held. According to the official announcement, 99% of people with the right to vote took part in the election; according to the KSS “KOR”, this number amounted to 75% in Warsaw. Before the election, the SB carried out at least 159 searches and detained at least 221 members of the democratic opposition. Numerous pre-election leaflet actions were organised in Warsaw with ca. 200,000 leaflets being scattered. One of the organisers, KSS “KOR” contributor Anatol Lawina, was sentenced to 3 months of detention for littering the city.

				In the lead-up to the election: the PPN concludes that the parliament should be elected based on the five-choice electoral law (i.e. elections to the Sejm shall be universal, equal, direct and proportional and shall be held by secret ballot and are therefore five-choice – translator’s clarification); the KSS “KOR” stresses that participation in this sad farce insults civil and human dig-nity. ROPCiO notices that voting is not obligatory. 

				24

				Professor Jan Kielanowski, Professor Edward Lipiński, Antoni Pajdak and Aniela Steinsbergowa (both lawyers) send a “Letter” to the General Prosecutor of the PRL, Lucjan Czubiński, stating: 

				We are addressing the Citizen General Prosecutor to curb the illegal activities of the Citizens’ Militia and the Security Service.

				Mass 48-hour detentions infringe the constitutional guarantee of integrity and the provisions of the Rules of Criminal Procedure. Frequently, the arrested people are released after 48 hours only to be detained again soon, which constitutes a mockery of the law. 

				25

				The SB arrests the head of NOWA, Mirosław Chojecki, on charges of the theft of a duplicating machine. M. Chojecki starts a hunger strike on 7 April against his illegal arrest and against the PRL breaching the law guaranteeing freedom of speech.

				April

				Julian Stryjkowski’s novel, “Wielki starch” (“The Great Fear”), is published (as Issue No. 14 of “Zapis”). It is devoted to the Soviet occupation of Lvov (Lwów, Lviv) in 1939–1941. 
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				The Sejm of the PRL of the 8th term starts its meeting. Once again, Stanisław Gucwa becomes its Marshal, Henryk Jabłoński is the Chairman of the Council of State, Edward Babiuch remains the PM, Kazimierz Barcikowski – the Deputy PM, General Wojciech Jaruzelski – the Minister of National Defence, and General Stanisław Kowalczyk – the Minister of Interior.

				7

				Marek Kozłowski is beaten at the MO precinct station in Słupsk.

				11

				The KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” on the 40th anniversary of the Katyń massacre, reading, inter alia, Together with the entire Polish nation, together with all the people of the world, for whom a crime is a crime – regardless of whom the perpetrator is – we are demanding the disclosure and punishment of the guilty. We are demanding it not in the name of revenge, which we reject, but in the name of justice and truth.

				13

				On the initiative of the KPN, ca. 250 people gather at the Powązki Cemetery in Warsaw to com-memorate the 40th anniversary of the Katyń massacre.

				15

				Bogdan Grzesiak is arrested once again on the same charge of the theft of a duplicating machine (he would be tried together with Mirosław Chojecki).

				24

				In Gdańsk, the SB detains Anna Walentynowicz, a WZZW activist. During the detention, Anna Walentynowicz was kicked hard and was granted a 5-day sick leave.

				30

				Ewa Milewicz joins the KSS “KOR”.

			

		

	
		
			
				94

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				May 

				3

				After a solemn mass, a procession of ca. 1,500 people is formed and marches to the monument of King John III Sobieski. People carry national flags and banners. Dariusz Kobzdej from the RMP and Tadeusz Szczudłowski from ROPCiO deliver speeches before the monument. A group of RMP members are attacked and beaten on their way home by ca. 20 men. Dariusz Kobzdej, Piotr Bystrzanowski, Janusz Karolik and Mirosław Rybicki are brought to the MO precinct station. Da-riusz Kobzdej is arrested, while the others are released. Two days later, the misdemeanour court sentences D. Kobzdej and T. Szczudłowski to 3 months of absolute detention.

				7–17

				A hunger strike is held in St Christopher’s Church in Podkowa Leśna. It is a sign of solidarity with Mirosław Chojecki, and Dariusz Kobzdej who are on a hunger strike in prison, and a protest against the imprisonment of Andrzej Czuma, Bogdan Grzesiak, Tadeusz Kolano, Jan Kozłowski, Marek Kozłowski, Roman Kściuczek, Anatol Lawina, Tadeusz Szczudłowski and Edmund Zadrożyński. The participants of the hunger strike include: Seweryn Blumsztajn, Jarosław Broda, Leszek Budrewicz, Tomasz Burek, Jerzy Godek, Marian Gołębiewski, Aleksander Hall, Krystyna Iwaszkiewicz, Jan Karandziej, Wiesław Kęcik, Sergiusz Kowalski, Ryszard Krynicki, Jacek Kuroń, Ryszard Łagodziński, Mieczysław Majdzik, Lesław Maleszka (SB Secret Cooperator “Ketman”), Renata Otolińska, Tibor Pakh (from Hungary), Wiesław Parchimowicz, Janusz Przewłocki, Aleksandra Sarata, Rev. Tadeusz Stokowski, Kazimierz Świtoń, Bronisław Wildstein, Mariusz Wilk, Róża Woźniakowska and Tadeusz Zachara. Kazimierz Janusz and Jan Józef Lipski are their spokesmen. During the hunger strike, the following people were released from prison: Mirosław Chojecki, Jan Dołęgowski, Stanisław Karpik and Tadeusz Kolano. The protesters sent a letter to the chairman of the Council of State asking for a pardon for Jerzy and Ryszard Kowalczyk and prepared an appeal concerning the defence of Bogdan Grzesiak.

				14–15

				A debate of the Advisory Political Committee of the States – Parties of the Warsaw Pact is held in Warsaw.

				15

				The KSS “KOR” sends a letter to Amnesty International with the names of 22 people beaten up recently by the MO and SB and asks the organisation for assistance in their release. The list of the beaten up people include, in Warsaw – Wiktor Karpiński (25 February), Krzysztof Lachowski (25 February), Sergiusz Kowalski, and Tomasz Michalak (18 and 20 March) and Aleksander Hall; in Krakow – Jerzy Godek and Janusz Gwoździewski (18 March), Janusz Jarosz (17 March) and Marek Rospond (18 March); in Słupsk – Marek Kozłowski (14 March); in Wrocław – Zenon Pałka (22 April); in the Tri-City – Bogdan Borusewicz (22 April), Piotr Bystrzanowski (3 May), Maciej Grzywaczewski 
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				(3 May), Janusz Karolik (3 May), Dariusz Kobzdej (3 May), Magdalena Modzelewska (3 May), Mirosław Rybicki (3 May), Tadeusz Szczudłowski (3 May), Nina Milewska (3 May) and Maryla Płońska and Anna Walentynowicz (22 April).

				20

				Jacek Czaputowicz from the Szkoła Główna Planowania i Statystyki – (SGPiS), (Main School of Planning and Statistics – (SGPiS)), Anna Iwanowska from Warsaw University, Wojciech Frąckiewicz from the Akademia Teologii Katolickiej, ATK (Warsaw Theological Academy, ATK), and Teodor Klincewicz from the Warsaw University of Technology establish the Academic Emergency Bureau to defend the students.

				21

				The government announces a price rise for top–quality cigarettes and beverages: Pepsi and Coca-Cola.

				22

				The Committee for the Defence of Jan Kozłowski is established in Lublin. In its “Statement”, the Com-mittee demands any decent actions to be undertaken to defend Kozłowski and other people who have become victims of unjust harassments by the authorities. It urges [people] to sign the “Statement” and to protest against the ever-more frequent such practices of the authorities. The “Statement” is signed by representatives of the opposition groups from Lublin, including Janusz Bazydło, Professors An-drzej Burda, and Czesław Zgorzelski, students Włodzimierz Jachman (Agricultural Academy), Fryderyk Jurkiewicz (Medical Academy), Adam Pęzioł (UMCS), Witold Starnawski (KUL), Krzysztof Żórawski (KUL), and Rev. Ludwik Wiśniewski. Some of the signatories from Warsaw include: Franciszek Kamiński, Piotr Typiak, Professors Edward Lipiński and Jan Kielanowski, Władysław Bartoszewski, Rev. Edward Frankowski and Rev. Jan Andrzej Kłoczowski. The demand to release Jan Kozłowski would become one of the postulates during the strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard in August 1980.

				26

				The KSS “KOR” sends a “Letter” to 31 professors who are Members of the Sejm of the PRL with a list of 22 people beaten recently by the MO and SB: in Warsaw – Wiktor Karpiński, Krzysztof Lachowski, Sergiusz Kowalski, Tomasz Michalak, and Aleksander Hall; in Krakow – Jerzy Godek, Janusz Gwoździewski, Janusz Jarosz, and Marek Rospond; in Słupsk – Marek Kozłowski; in Wrocław – Zenon Pałka; in the Tri-City – Bogdan Borusewicz, Piotr Bystrzanowski, Maciej Grzywaczewski, Janusz Karolik, Dariusz Kobzdej, Magda Modzelewska, Mirosław Rybicki, Tadeusz Szczudłowski, Nina Milewska, Maryla Płońska and Anna Walentynowicz.
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				26–29

				A review trial of the case of Jan Kozłowski and Tadeusz Kolano is held at the Voivodeship Court in Tarnobrzeg, with its seat in Sandomierz. The Court approves the judgement of the first instance court. Before the hearing, the SB detained over 20 people for 48 hours who were distributing leaf-lets informing about the trial, and who wanted to observe it. Afterwards, 50 more people from the audience leaving the hearing were also detained. The following people were beaten up upon de-tention: Janusz Obłęk, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Wojciech Samoliński, Tadeusz Zachara and Jan Józef Lipski. The misdemeanour court in Sandomierz punished 21 arrested people with fines. 

				June

				3

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates. A project devoted to the development of the Gdańsk and Szczecin Coast in 1981–1985 is adopted.

				12

				The District Court in Warsaw (chaired by judge Aleksandrow, prosecutor Anna Detko-Jackowska) sentences Mirosław Chojecki, and Bogdan Grzesiak to 1.5 years in prison, suspended for 3 years. The co-defendants – pressmen from the Polish Trade Agency, Jerzy Ciechomski and Wiesław Kunikowski – are sentenced to 1 year in prison, suspended for 3 years.

				14

				The TKN sends an “Open letter to teachers and educators”.

				23–24

				The Sejm of the PRL debates. PM Edward Babiuch presents a report devoted to the implementa-tion of the budget and economic plan. The MPs grant the government the vote of approval.

				27–28

				The Episcopal Conference of Poland meeting on St Anne’s Mountain states that there has been no progress in the normalisation of relations between the State and the Church and pays atten-tion to the increasing difficulties in the life of society.
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				30

				The rise of so-called “commercial prices’ is announced concerning some kinds of meat and smoked meat. These commercial prices now cover processed meat in cafeterias and workplace canteens.
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				1 July 1980–12 December 1981

				1980

				July

				1

				Strikes begin for lifting the decision concerning the price increases and for higher wages. The following plants go on strike: WSK “PZL – Mielec” (“PZL – Mielec” Communication Equipment Factory, from 5 July), Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants) in Warsaw (from 4 July), Sanocka Fabryka Autobusów “Autosan” (“Autosan” Sanok Bus Factory), Fabryka Obrabia-rek Specjalizowanych “Ponar” (“Ponar” Specialised Machine Tools Factory) in Tarnów, Zakłady Metalurgiczne “Pomet” (“Pomet” Metallurgical Plants) in Poznań (from 4 July), drivers of the Transbud company in Tarnobrzeg working at the construction of the Połaniec Power Plant.

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates the possibilities of increasing the production of market goods and the development of minor industry. The strikes are not discussed.

				2

				Strikes break out in further plants: Fabryka Przekładni Samochodowych “Polmo” (“Polmo” Fac-tory of Car Transmissions) in Tczew (from 4 July), in some departments of the “Warsaw” Smelter, in the branches of Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” in Ostrów Wielkopolski and Włocławek, in the Centrum Naukowo-Produkcyjne Technik Komputerowych i Pomiarów (Scientific and Production Centre of Computer Techniques and Measurements) in Warsaw, and in the Rzeszowski Kombinat Budowlany (Rzeszów Construction Plant) in Dąbrowa Górnicza. The strikers raise the demands concerning wages; they want pay raises or normative standards to be changed.

				The KSS “KOR” issues a “Statement” urging the workers to protest in an organised and re-sponsible way, to act together with other striking crews: The crews must be aware of the fact that joint action is the only way to achieve positive results.

				A point collecting information about the strikes and sharing them with Polish broadcasters in the West is organised in Jacek Kuroń’s flat in the Warsaw district of Żoliborz.
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				The strikes are joined by the workers of Fabryka Lamp Kineskopowych “Zelos” (“Zelos” Factory of Kinescope Lamps) in Piaseczno near Warsaw, Rolling Mill in Śrem [branch of Zakłady Przemysłu Metalowego “H. Cegielski” (“H. Cegielski” Metal Industry Plants) in Poznań], the Zakłady Remontu Obrabiarek “Ponar-Reso” (“Ponar-Reso” Machine Tools Repair Plants) in Żyrardów, Zakłady Spiry-tusowe “Polmos” (“Polmos” Alcohol Plants) and Zakłady Garbarskie “Syrena” (“Syrena” Tanning Plants). The striking crews demand the price rises to be rolled back.

				4

				The Tarnowskie Przedsiębiorstwo Budownictwa Ogólnego (General Construction Plant in Tarnów) goes on strike.

				8

				Workers of the following enterprises go on strike: Fabryka Samochodów Osobowych in Żerań (Passenger Cars Factory in Żerań, from 10 July), Zakłady Lniarskie in Żyrardów (Linen Plants in Żyrardów, from 14 July), Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants) in Grudziądz, Instal Enterprise in Kalisz, Przedsiębiorstwo Gospodarki Rolnej (Agricultural Production Enterprise) in Grabowo Kościerskie. The strikers demand the price rise to be rolled back, wages to be increased, downtime rates to be raised, and the safety of the strikers to be guaranteed.

				8–24

				Ca. 50,000 workers from 150 plants in Lublin, Chełm, Kraśnik, Lubartów, Opole Lubelskie, Puławy, Radzyń Podlaski, Świdnik and other towns take part in the strikes and protests in the Lublin Re-gion (these events were later called the Lublin July). However, these strikes are not coordinated and no Międzyzakładowy Komitet Strajkowy, MKS (Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee, MKS) is established. The Lublin July started with a strike at the Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego “PZL–Świdnik” (“PZL–Świdnik” Communication Equipment Factory) on 8 July after the prices of food products were raised in the plant canteens. The whole crew went on strike. The next day, the Minister of the Mechanical Industry, Aleksander Kopeć, and the Lublin Voivode, Mieczysław Stępień, visited the strikers. The very first agreement between the strikers and the authorities in the history of the PRL was signed on 11 July. On behalf of the crew, the 9-point document was signed by Zofia Bartkiewicz, Zygmunt Karwowski and Roman Olcha, and on behalf of the author-ities, by the General Director of the Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego (WSK), Jan Czogała, chairman of the workers’ self-government, and the chairman of the Plant Council. On 18 July, the local press published an “Appeal to the Residents of Lublin”, signed by the First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party (KW PZPR), and the chairman of the Voivodeship National Council. Posters with the appeal were put up on the streets of Lublin, and the appeal was read out over the local radio station. The Politburo of the KC PZPR appointed 
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				a Government Committee, including the Deputy PM, Mieczysław Jagielski. The Committee vis-ited the strikers on 19 July and agreed to carry through most of their demands.

				Major striking plants from Lublin: Autoryzowana Stacja Obsługi “Polmozbyt” (“Polmozbyt” Authorised Service Station, 8–11 July), Fabryka Maszyn Rolniczych “Agromet” (“Agromet” Factory of Agricultural Machin-ery, 9–14 July), Fabryka Samochodów Ciężarowych (Factory of Trucks, 11 July), Lubelskie Zakłady Naprawy Samochodów (Lublin Car Repair Plants, 10–15 July), Lubelska Fabryka Wag (Lublin Scales Factory, 12–14 July), Zakłady Obuwnicze im. Mariana Buczka (Marian Buczek Shoes Plants, 14 July), Zakłady Jajczarsko-Drobiarskie (Eggs and Poultry Plants), Herbapol (14 July), Lokomotywownia PKP (Polish State Railways Locomotive Work-shop, 16–19 July), Lubelski Węzeł Kolejowy (Lublin Railway Junction, 17–19 July), Przedsiębiorstwo Trans-portu Handlu Wewnętrznego (Transport Enterprise of Internal Trade, 17–18 July), Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, 17–18 July), Spółdzielnia Transportu Wiejskiego (Rural Transport Cooperative, 16–21 July), Lubelskie Przedsiębiorstwo Budownictwa Mieszkaniowego (Lublin Housing En-terprise), Przedsiębiorstwo Robót Inżynieryjnych (Engineer Works Enterprise), Lubelskie Przedsiębiorstwo Budownictwa Przemysłowego (Lublin Industry Construction Enterprise), Spółdzielnia Pracy Niewidomych (Cooperative of the Blind), Zakład Naprawczo-Produkcyjny Mechanizacji Rolnictwa (Repair-Production Plant of Agriculture Mechanisation, 10 July), Lubelskie Zakłady Przemysłu Skórzanego (Lublin Leather Industry Plants, 11–14 July), Lubelskie Zakłady Mięsne (Lublin Meat Plants, 12–14 July), Lubelskie Zakłady Drobiarskie (Lublin Poultry Plants, 14 July), Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, 17–18 July), Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Oczyszczania (Urban Treatment Plant) and a few dozen other plants. 

				Major striking plants from the Lublin Voivodeship: Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego “PZL–Świdnik” (“PZL–Świdnik” Communication Equipment Factory, 8–11 July), Fabryka Łożysk Tocznych (Factory of Rolling Bearings) in Kraśnik, Zakłady Komunikacji Miejskiej (Urban Public Transport Plants), and Transbud in Chełm Lubelski, Huta Szkła (Glassworks) in Lubartów, Zakłady Azotowe “Puławy” (“Puławy” Nitrogen Plants, 11 July) and the Worker Cooperative in Opole Lubelskie (15 July).

				9

				The economy affairs division of the Party debates in Warsaw: The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, calms the attendees down, stating that the difficulties are temporary and stressing that the programme adopted during the 8th Convention of the PZPR in February 1980 is still binding.

				9–31

				Strikes spread throughout Poland. In some plants, they last only a few hours and are organised in only some departments. In others, they last for a few days and are supported by the entire crew. The strikers want the price rises to be rolled back, and they also have some workers’ demands, including higher salaries (from 1,000 to 1,500 zlotys), oversight over the plants’ thriftness to avoid wastefulness and changing the management system. 
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				Here are some of the plants that go on strike: Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants) in Grudziądz (9 July), Zakłady Wytwórcze Lamp Elektrycznych i Rtęciowych im. Róży Luksemburg (Rosa Luksemburg Factory of Electric and Mercury Lamps) in Warsaw (9 July), Zakłady Tkanin Technicznych (Technical Fabrics Plants) in Żyrardów (9–14 July), Fabryka Samochodów Osobowych (Factory of Passenger Cars) in the Żerań district in Warsaw (10–14 July), Fabryka Naczyń Emaliowanych Światowid (Światowid Factory of Enamelled Vessels, 10 July), Wydział Zbrojarni Betoniarni (Steel Yard Department of the Concrete Plant) No. 1 in Myszków (10–14 July), Zakłady Wytwórcze Urządzeń Telefonicznych (Production Plants of Telephone Equipment) in Warsaw (11 July), Pomorskie Zakłady Aparatury Elektrycznej “Ema-apator” (“Ema-apator” Electric Equipment Plants) in Toruń (11 July), Zakład Z–3 Za-kładów Chemicznych (Z–3 Plant of Chemical Works) in Oświęcim (11 July), Zamech in Elbląg (11 July), Wytwórnia Konfekcji “Poldres” (“Poldres” Clothes Factory) and Zakłady Przemysłu Pończoszniczego “Stella” (“Stella” Sto-ckings Industry Plant) in Żyrardów (11–14 July), Poznańskie Zakłady Spirytusowe “Polmos” (“Polmos” Poznań Al-cohol Plants, 11 July), Wydział Odlewni Wytwórni Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego (Foundry Department at the Com-munication Equipment Factory) in Gorzyce near Sandomierz (11 July), Zakłady Elektrotechniczne “Warel” (“Wa-rel” Electrotechnical Plants) in Warsaw (12–14 July), Warszawska Fabryka Pomp (Warsaw Pumps Factory, 14–15 July), Elektromontaż (Electroassembly) in Łódź (14 July), Tarchomińskie Zakłady Farmaceutyczne “Polfa” (“Polfa” Tarchomin Pharmaceutical Plants) in Warsaw (14 July), Spółdzielnia Transportu Wiejskiego (Rural Transport Coo-perative) Branch in Mielec (14 July), Fabryka Obrabiarek Precyzyjnych “Awia” (“Awia” Specialised Machine Tools Factory) in Warsaw (15 July), Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants) in Ostrołęka (15 July), Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants) in Warsaw (16 July), Przedsiębiorstwo Transportowo-Sprzętowe Budownictwa “Transbud” (“Transbud” Building Transport and Equipment Enterprise) in Włocławek, Branch in Kutno (16 July), Huta “Stalowa Wola” (“Stalowa Wola” Smelter Plant, 17–21 July), Zakłady Graficzne “RSW – Prasa” (“RSW – Prasa” Graphic Plants) in Warsaw (18 July), Kopalnia Miedzi “Polkowice” (“Polkowice” Copper Mine, 18–19 July), Zakłady Automatyki Przemysłowej “Mera-Zap” (“Mera-Zap” Automation Plants) in Ostrów Wielkopolski (18–21 July), Lubin and Rudna copper mines (19 July), Ostrołęckie Zakłady Celulozowo-Papiernicze (Ostrołęka Cellulose and Paper Plants, 19 July), Przedsię-biorstwo Transportu Samochodowego Łączności (Car Transport Communication Company) in Warsaw (21 July), ZM “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants) branch in Ostrów Wielkopolski (21 July), Włocławek “Azoty” (23 July), Za-kłady Przemysłu Metalowego “H. Cegielski” (“H. Cegielski” Metal Industry Plants) in Poznań (23–24 July), Fabryka Urządzeń Mechanicznych (Factory of Mechanical Equipment) in Ostrzeszowo (23–24 July), Zakłady Naprawcze Taboru Kolejowego (Rolling Stock Repair Plants) and Wielkopolskie Zakłady Przemysłu Drzewnego “Sklejka” (“Sklejka” Wood Industry Plants) in Ostrów Wielkopolski (23–24 July), Fabryka Domów (Factory of Houses) in Stalowa Wola (23–26 July), Lokomotywownia PKP (Polish State Railways Locomotive Workshop) in Gdynia–Gra-bówek (23–26 July), Zakłady Elektrotechniki Motoryzacyjnej “Polmo” (“Polmo” Plants of Motorisation Electrical Engineering) in Świdnica (24 July), Lokomotywownia PKP (Polish State Railways Locomotive Workshop) in Gdy-nia–Chylonia (24 July), Zakład Doświadczalny Instytutu Łączności (Experimental Department of the National Institute of Telecommunications) in Warsaw (24 July), a few factories in Ostrów Wielkopolski, including: Baza Transportu Kombinatu Przemysłu Budownictwa Przemysłowego (Transport Base of the Industrial Building Con-glomerate, 24 July), Zakłady Jajczarsko-Drobiarskie (Eggs and Poultry Plants, 24 July), Zakłady Elementów Beto-nowych “Prefabet” (“Prefabet” Concrete Elements Plants, 24 July), plants in Duszniki and Namysłów (24–26 July), Fabryka Maszyn Rolniczych “Agromet-archimedes” in Wrocław (“Agromet-archimedes” Factory of Agricultural Machinery, 25 July), Zakłady Mięsne (Meat Plants) in Nisko (25 July), Zakłady Naprawcze Mechanizacji Rolnictwa (Repair Plants of Agriculture Mechanisations) in Słupsk (26 July), Zakłady Naprawcze Mechanizacji Rolnictwa (Re-pair Plants of Agriculture Mechanisations) in Radom (26 July), Jarocińskie Zakłady Papy (Jarocin Tar Paper Plants) Branch in Czerwonak (26 July), Dolnośląskie Zakłady Elektryczne “Dolmel” (“Dolmel” Lower Silesia Electric Plants) 
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				in Wrocław (28–29 July), Zakłady Metalowe “Nimet” (“Nimet” Metal Plants) in Nisko (28–29 July), Port in Gdynia (29–30 July), and the Zakłady Azotowe (Nitrogen Plants) in Tarnów (31 July).

				11

				The KC PZPR Politburo gathers. They discuss the strikes and notice the need to raise wages.

				17

				An attempt to break the strike of the railwaymen from Lublin by bringing engine-drivers from another railway junction is unsuccessful. On the appeal of the Strike Committee, they decide not to take up work in substitution for the strikers.

				20

				The Peasant Self-Defence Committee of Grójec Province, the Peasants’ Self-Defence Com-mittee of the Lublin Province, the Peasants’ Self-Defence Committee of the Rzeszów Prov-ince, the Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union of Farmers as well as the editorial offices of peasant independent magazines “Biuletyn Informacyjny Zbroszy Dużej” (“Information Bulletin of Zbrosza Duża”), “Placówka” (“The Post”), “Rolnik Niezależny” (“Independent Farmer”), and “Wieś Rzeszowska” (“Rzeszów Village”) issue an “Appeal to the Striking Workers”:

				[…] The peasants must co-manage their lands in all sectors except for the system for defence. Otherwise, we will be endangered with hunger again. If the solutions do not go in that direction, the number of young people in agriculture will decrease, and the amount of food will be even smaller. […] As peasants, we express full solidarity with you the workers and we are supporting your demands. Finally, let us remember – there will be no meat in the pot, nor any other food on the Polish tables, if the destruction of Polish agriculture continues. The survival of the family economy is a matter for the entire nation.

				22

				For the very first time in the history of the PRL, no major ceremonies are held on the anniversary of the proclamation of the “Manifesto of the Polish Committee of National Liberation” (PKWN).

				Paint is poured over the monument to the Brotherhood of Arms in Chełm.

				24

				First secretaries of the voivodeships’ committees and the heads of the departments of the Cen-tral Committee (KC) debate, headed by the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Ed-ward Gierek. Edward Gierek describes the postulates of the striking workers as particular needs of the crews, who do not care about the condition of the country. Jerzy Łukaszewicz (the creator 
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				of the so-called propaganda of success) urges the first secretaries of the voivodeship committees to remain watchful when it comes to the KSS “KOR” and the diversionary activity of Radio Free Europe.

				The Party and government authorities go on summer holiday. Edward Gierek, Władysław Kruczek, Jan Szydlak and Zdzisław Kurowski go to Crimea. In the absence of the First Secretary, Edward Babiuch, Stanisław Kania and Jerzy Łukaszewicz will head the works of the Politburo and the Secretariat of the KC PZPR.

				Most of the plants in Ostrów Wielkopolski go on strike.

				30

				During the Summer Olympics in Moscow, Władysław Kozakiewicz sets a new world record in the pole vault (578 cm) and shows the so-called “Kozakiewicz gesture” (as it is later known, and widely considered as an obscene gesture) to the hostile Soviet crowd. The picture showing this moment is published by the global press, except for the so-called states of people’s democracy. The Soviet ambassador to Poland, Boris Aristov, demands that W. Kozakiewicz is deprived of the medal for insulting the viewers, but is unsuccessful. The PRL authorities explained the athlete’s behaviour with a muscle cramp caused by the effort.

				31

				Edward Gierek meets Leonid Brezhnev in Crimea. They announce an increase of trade exchange by 34% within the next 5 years. The information devoted to the meeting lacks the traditional expression of full unity of opinions in all discussed matters.

				August

				1–14

				Strikes demanding higher wages and better work conditions spread to further plants.

				The following plants go on strike: Zakłady Tworzyw Sztucznych “Erg” (“Erg” Plastic Plants) in Bieruń Stary (1 Au-gust), Fabryka Samochodów Specjalizowanych “Polmo–SHL” (“Polmo–SHL” Factory of Specialised Cars) in Kielce (1 August), Fabryka Pras Automatycznych “Prasomet” (“Prasomet” Automatic Press Factory) in Włochy near War-saw (1 August), Zakłady Mechaniczne im. Marcelego Nowotki (Marceli Nowotko Mechanical Plants) in Warsaw (1 August), Fabryka Przemysłu Jedwabniczego (Silk Industry Plant, 2 August), Zakłady Włókien Sztucznych “Stilon” (“Stilon” Artificial Fibres Plants) and Zakład Stolarki Budowlanej (Building Joinery Plant) in Gorzów Wielkopolski (2 August), a dozen or so plants in Łódź, including: Łódzkie Zakłady im. Obrońców Pokoju (“Defenders of Peace” Łódź Plants, 4 August), Zakłady Wyrobów Papierniczych (Paper Products Plants, 4 August), Zakłady Przemysłu Bawełnianego im. Sz. Harnama (Sz. Harnam Cotton Industry Plants, 4 August), Zakłady Przemysłu Skórzanego 
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				“Skogar” (“Skogar” Leather Industry Plants, 4 August), ZKT “Teofilów” (“Teofilów” Technical Clothes Plants, 4 Au-gust), Stomil (4 August), Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Oczyszczania (Urban Treatment Plant, 4–11 August) in Warsaw, Runotex in Kalisz (4 August), Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Wodno-Kanalizacyjne (Water-Sewage Urban Plant) in Warsaw (7 August), Zakłady Lniarskie (Linen Plants, 8 August) in Bielsko-Biała, Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komuni-kacyjne (Urban Transport Company, 11–13 August) in Warsaw, Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, 12 August) in Wałbrzych, “Aspa” Plants and Instytut Automatyki Systemów Energetycznych (Institute of the Energy Systems Automatics) in Wrocław (13 August), and the Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Tak-sówkowe (Urban Taxi Company) in Warsaw (13–14 August).

				5

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR meets, chaired by Edward Babiuch. They discuss the issue of storing the reserves of agricultural products and coal for the second half of the year, as well as the ques-tions about the people responsible for the condition of the economy, which are raised during the party’s meetings.

				The WSK “Świdnik” goes on strike again. In spite of the signed agreement, the workers did not receive wages for the period of the July strike, and the management announced that only those people who would obtain higher qualifications and pass a proper exam will get a pay raise, instead of the across-the-board promised 15% rise.

				7

				Anna Walentynowicz is dismissed for disciplinary reasons from the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk, only a few months before retirement.

				8

				The KSS “KOR” issues another “Statement”, writing, inter alia: 

				The strength of the current strikes results from three reasons: 1. The strikers are frequently well organised, they do not leave the premises of the plant and they calmly present their demands; 2. The strikes are organ-ised throughout the country. Therefore, all of the other strikes are the strength of every individual strike; 3. The information concerning the strikes, demands and conditions of the agreements is collected and shared. In other words: organisation and solidarity are the source of strength of the current strikes. If we manage to maintain, reinforce and share the organisation and solidarity, then we may hope that the state will leave behind the hopeless condition, which has been caused by the authorities. If the strength of the organised crews weakens, then the authorities will start to suppress the arising workers’ movement in a ruth-less manner, similar to the one from July 1976.
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				10

				Bogdan Borusewicz, a member of the KSS “KOR”, and contributor of the WZZ (Free Trade Unions), makes a decision concerning the strike at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk and sets its starting date for 14 July. The strike would be initiated at 6:00 a.m. by young workers, members of the WZZ: Jerzy Borowczak, Ludwik Prondzyński and Bogdan Felski. Lech Wałęsa, being the oldest indi-vidual, is entrusted with the task of getting to the premises of the Shipyard and head the strike. B. Borusewicz prepared a text for a leaflet, which he printed in ca. 2,000 copies on a spirit dupli-cating machine in Halina Wieczorek’s flat; 10,000 more leaflets were printed by Piotr Kapczyński in Józef Przybylski’s flat. Banners were prepared by brothers Grzegorz and Tomasz Petrycki, stu-dents of the Academy of Fine Arts.

				11

				Leaflets informing how to organise a strike are disseminated in Świdnik.

				14

				The strike at the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard commences. According to Bogdan Borusewicz’s plan, it is initiated by Bogdan Felski, Jerzy Borowczak and Ludwik Prądzyński. The K–1 and K–3 De-partments stop work at 6:00 a.m.; they are later joined by the C–3 and Engine Departments. A meeting is held at 9:00 a.m. and the strike is proclaimed. Groups of workers march through the Shipyard holding leading banners: “We demand: the restoration of Anna Walentynowicz, a pay raise of 1,000 zlotys, and an increased cost of living allowance”. Around 10:00 a.m., Lech Wałęsa reaches the Shipyard and takes over the leadership of the strike. The first postulates of the strikers concern: the restoration of Anna Walentynowicz and Lech Wałęsa (dismissed in 1976), erection of a monument to the victims of “December 1970”, guaranteed security of the strikers, increasing the wages by 2,000 zlotys, higher family allowances so that they reach the level of the allowances of the MO, SB officers and the army. The Strike Committee (KS) is made up of Lech Wałęsa as well as Jerzy Borowczak, Bogdan Felski, Ludwik Prądzyński, Kazimierz Kunikowski, Jacek Bobrowski, Marek Mikołajczak, Jan Koziatek and Zbigniew Lis. During the first round of talks with the man-agement, only three of the first demands of the strikers are accepted; The KS announces a sit-in strike. A strike guard is appointed with the task of not allowing any outside people into the plant and to check if anyone is carrying in alcohol.

				15

				The strike spreads to other plants in the Tri-City (i.e. the towns of Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot). An-drzej Kołodziej heads the Strike Committee at the Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia. Harbours, public transport and plants cooperating with the shipyard industry stop. At noon, communica-tion between the Coast and the rest of Poland is blocked.

			

		

	
		
			
				109

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Edward Gierek, ends his holiday in Crimea and comes back to Poland.

				16

				A meeting of the Gdańsk Shipyard’s crew and the inhabitants of Gdańsk is held in the morning at Gate No. 2. Talks with the Shipyard’s management end with the signing of an agreement. The man-agement agrees to restore Anna Walentynowicz and Lech Wałęsa, raise the wages by 1,500 zlotys and ensure a special increased cost of living allowance for the shipyard workers only. Moreover, the strikers have their safety guaranteed. At around 3:00 p.m., Lech Wałęsa announces the end of the strike on behalf of the KS. Some of the strikers consider this decision to be a betrayal of the workers striking in smaller plants, where the managements did not start negotiations, and thus demand to continue the strike until their postulates are met. Lech Wałęsa changes his decision, and the KS announces a sit-in solidarity strike. Alina Pienkowska, Anna Walentynowicz and Ewa Ossowska stop the leaving workers at Gates No. 1, 2 and 3 of the Shipyard. However, most of the workers have already left the premises of the Shipyard. Ca. 700 workers stay at the plant. Representatives of 28 striking plants from the Tri-City come to the Shipyard at night. The Inter-Enterprise Strike Commit-tee (MKS) is established, made up of Lech Wałęsa (the Gdańsk Shipyard, ZREMB, Elektromontaż) – Chairman, Andrzej Gwiazda (Elmor) – Deputy chairman, Bogdan Lis (Elmor) – Deputy chairman, Joanna Duda-Gwiazda (CETO), Wojciech Gruszecki (Gdańsk University of Technology), Stefan Izdeb-ski (Management of the Gdynia Port), Lech Jendruszewski (Paris Commune Shipyard), Zdzisław Kobyliński (Motor Transport Company, PKS, Gdańsk Branch), Andrzej Kołodziej (Paris Commune Shipyard), Henryka Krzywonos (Voivodeship Transport Enterprise, WPK), Jerzy Kwiecik (North Ship-yard), Stefan Lewandowski (Gdański Port), Józef Przybylski (Dubimor), Jerzy Sikorski (Repair Ship-yard), Lech Sobieszek (Siarkopol), Tadeusz Stanny (Gdańsk Refinery), Anna Walentynowicz (Gdańsk Shipyard), Florian Wiśniewski (Elektromontaż) and Lech Bądkowski – writer.

				The “Strike Information Bulletin” is published in the form of a leaflet. It announces the estab-lishment of the MKS and informs about its tasks. It is signed by the Free Printing House of the Gdynia Shipyard.

				The Minister of Interior, Józef Kowalczyk, establishes his staff to carry out the operation code-named “Summer 1980” with an aim to monitor the situation and ensure public safety and order in the country. General Bogusław Stachura, Deputy Minister, becomes the head of the staff while Colonel Władysław Ciastoń and General Józef Beim are appointed his deputies. Adam Krzysztoporski and Konrad Straszewski are also members of the staff. Similar staffs are appointed at the voivodeship levels. A state of enhanced preparedness is introduced at all levels of the Ministry of Interior, leaves are called off, ZOMO units are concentrated, the SB operational activities are intensified. 

				The Polish Agency “Interpress” informs that the strike in Gdańsk is over.
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				17

				Although it is a Sunday, some of the workers who left the Shipyard the previous day come back to the plant. At 9:00 a.m., Rev. Henryk Jankowski celebrates a field mass at the Shipyard’s Gate No. 2. It is attended by the shipyard workers and thousands of Gdańsk inhabitants. A wooden cross is erected where the workers were killed in December 1970. The image of Mary, Mother of Jesus, and the portrait of the Holy Father John Paul II, are put on the Shipyard’s gate with a banner hanging over it, stating: “Workers of all workplaces, unite”.

				At 11:00 a.m., a field mass is celebrated at the gate of the Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia, and at 1:00 p.m., a mass is said in the Gdynia Port. Both masses are celebrated by Rev. Hilary Jastak, prelate.

				Representatives of further striking plants from the entire country come to the Shipyards and join the MKS. During the night of 17 to 18 August, the MKS formulates 21 postulates:

				1.	Acceptance of free trade unions independent of the Communist Party and of enterprises, in accordance with convention No. 87 of the International Labour Organization concerning the right to form free trade unions.

				2.	A guarantee of the right to strike and of the security of the strikers and their supporters.

				3.	Compliance with the constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech, the press and publication, includ-ing freedom for independent publishers, and the availability of the mass media to representatives of all faiths.

				4.	A return of former rights to: 

					a)	people dismissed from work after the 1970 and 1976 strikes, students expelled because of their views,

					b)	the release of all political prisoners, among them Edmund Zadrożyński, Jan Kozłowski and Marek 	Kozłowski,

					c)	a halt in repression of the individual because of personal conviction.

				5.	Availability to the mass media of information about the formation of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Commit-tee and publication of its demands.

				6.	Bringing the country out of its crisis situation by the following means: 

					a)	making public complete information about the social-economic situation,

					b)	enabling all social classes to take part in discussion on the reform programme.

				7.	Compensation for all workers taking part in the strike for the period of the strike – as for an annual leave from the CRZZ fund.

				8.	An increase in the pay of each worker by 2,000 zloty a month as compensation for the previous price rise.

				9.	Guaranteed automatic increases in pay on the basis of increases in prices and the decline in real income.

				10.	A full supply of food products for the domestic market, with exports limited to surpluses.

				11.	The abolition of commercial prices and sales for Western currencies in the so-called internal export shoppes.

				12.	Selection of management personnel based on qualifications, not party membership, and elimination of privileges for the MO, security service, and party apparatus by equalisation of family allowances and elimination of special sales, etc.
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				13.	The introduction of food coupons for meat and meat products (until the market stabilises).

				14.	Reduction in the age for retirement for women to 55 and for men to 60, or (regardless of age) after work-ing for 30 years (for women) or 35 years (for men) in the PRL.

				15.	Conformity of old-age pensions and annuities with what has actually been paid in.

				16.	Improvements in the working conditions of the health service, which would ensure full medical care for the working people.

				17.	Assurances of a reasonable number of places in day-care centres and kindergartens for the children of working mothers.

				18.	Paid maternity leave for three years to raise a child.

				19.	A decrease in the waiting period for apartments.

				20.	An increase in the commuter’s allowance from 40 to 100 zlotys and an expatriation allowance. 

				21.	A day of rest on all Saturdays. Workers in the 4-brigade (shift) system or round-the-clock jobs are to be compensated for the loss of free Saturdays with increased leave or other paid time off.

				The authorities appoint a commission headed by Deputy PM Tadeusz Pyka to “consider the postulates and the problems of the Coast”.

				The First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee (KW) of the PZPR, Tadeusz Fiszbach, deliv-ers a speech over Gdańsk’s local radio and TV stating, inter alia, that: the workers’ discussions are accompanied by actions undertaken by people not associated with the Shipyard.

				18

				The MKS from Gdańsk orders all municipal services to work normally, asking the authorities of the Tri-City to ban the sale of alcohol. Moreover, it issues an appeal to the citizens of the Tri-City: Plants’ strike committees maintain order in the plants. There’s order and there are no incidents, you do not have to worry about us. We will endure!!!

				From the morning, the authorities attempt to stop the strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard. The director uses megaphones to urge the workers to go back to work, a helicopter drops leaflets slandering the leaders of the strike and asking people to go back to work. 

				At 7:00 a.m., a strike breaks out in Szczecin, in the “Parnica” Repair Shipyard. A 13-member Strike Committee headed by Aleksander Krystosiak is established. Their postulates are identical to the ones from Gdańsk. At 10:30 a.m., the Adolf Warski Shipyard in Szczecin halts work. Janusz Brych, the First Secretary of the KW PZPR, comes to the workers straight away, however, he does not manage to mitigate the protests, and the strikers decide to carry on the strike. Marian Jurczyk is appointed the chairman of the Strike Committee. 

				The KSS “KOR” and the editorial office of “Robotnik” issue an “Appeal” informing about the creation of the MKS in Gdańsk and asking the workers’ crews to establish real workers’ repre-sentatives – Free Trade Unions: Solidarity with the striking workers and opposing the violence of the Citizens’ Militia is an obligation of every Pole. The most elementary condition that must be met 
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				to restore the social peace consists in meeting the demands of the striking workers from the Coast, releasing all political prisoners and stopping the SB interventions in the activities of the nation-wide independent workers’ movement.

				To show their solidarity with the striking workers from the Coast, the activists of the Peasant Self-Defence Committee from Zbrosza Duża start a local protest by withholding the deliveries of milk and crops to the collection centres. Moreover, the farmers collect money for the Gdańsk strikers.

				In a speech delivered on TV, Edward Gierek admits that the current crisis has been caused not only by several serious factors, but also (to a great extent) by mistakes in economic policy. He urges to stay calm and then announces a revision of the system of wages, prices and allowances.

				In the evening, the Plenum of KW PZPR comes together in Gdańsk. The meeting is attended by the chair of the Council of State, Henryk Jabłoński, the member of the Politburo of the KC PZPR, Stanisław Kania, and Deputy PM, Tadeusz Pyka. Statements are made about anarchy and anti-socialist forces. The Commander of the Navy, General Ludwik Janczyszyn, announces that the army will not do anything that could shake its bond with society.

				19

				Representatives of 20 striking plants from Szczecin establish the Inter-Enterprise Strike Commit-tee (MKS) at the Adolf Warski Shipyard in Szczecin. It is headed by Marian Jurczyk, and Kazi-mierz Fischbein and Marian Juszczuk are his deputies. The Praesidium of the MKS is made up of Jarosław Mroczek, Stanisław Wądołowski, Maria Chmielewska, Stanisław Serafin, Stanisław Wiszniewski (the Adolf Warski Shipyard in Szczecin), Aleksander Krystosiak (the “Parnica” Ship-yard), Lucyna Plaugo (Szczecin Centre of Building Materials), Jan Nowak (Voivodeship Urban Transport Company), Mieczysław Soszyński (Port in Szczecin), Wiesław Wojan (“Police” Chemical Plants), Waldemar Ban (ZSE “Selfa”) and Leszek Dlouchy (“Gryfia” Shipyard). The leaders of the strike do not let the representatives of the democratic opposition from outside Szczecin (associ-ated with KSS “KOR”) into the striking Shipyard. Neither do they fully trust the representatives of the foreign press. Some plants from Szczecin deliver their postulates to the KS (Strike Committee) in the Shipyard declaring their solidarity with the protesters, but without interrupting their own work.

				Polish State Railways (PKP) junction and the Zamech Enterprise go on strike in Elbląg. The MKS from Elbląg, which also covers the enterprises in Pruszcz Gdański, Starogard Gdański and Tczew, subordinates to the MKS from Gdańsk. Strikes also break out in some plants in Kołobrzeg and Słupsk.

				The MKS from Gdańsk, which associates 253 plants, submits a letter in the Voivodeship Office addressed to the PM, Edward Babiuch, with a list of 21 postulates and urges the government to quickly start negotiations. Deputy PM, Tadeusz Pyka, contacts 17 workers’ delegations, but not 
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				the MKS. The delegations of the plants that have agreed to start negotiations now include repre-sentatives of the management, the party and the official trade unions. Tadeusz Pyka promises to meet even the extortionate economic demands and rejects all political postulates.

				The following plants go on strike: Fabryka Maszyn Żniwnych (Factory of Harvesting Machin-ery) in Płock, Fabryka Autobusów (Bus Factory) in Sanok, and Zakłady Półprzewodników “Tewa” (“Tewa” Semi-Conductor Plants) in Warsaw.

				The Soviet press mentions the strikes in Poland for the first time.

				Sixty-seven people are killed in one of the biggest train crashes in the history of Poland, which happens near Toruń.

				19–20

				Workers from the night shift in the Mechanical Department of the Lenin Smelter Plant go on strike; they are joined by workers from the cement plant, the coking plant, and the heat and power plant. In the early morning hours, the smelter plant is surrounded by MO forces. The strike ends when the management meets the salary-related postulates.

				19–31

				The Wojewódzkie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Voivodeship Transport Company, WPK), and the Państwowa Komunikacja Samochodowa (Motor Transport Company, PKS) in Elbląg are on strike. An MKS is established associating 18 plants, including the Elbląskie Przedsiębiorstwo Bu-downictwa Przemysłowego (Elbląg Industry Construction Enterprise), Przedsiębiorstwo Transpor-towe Handlu Wewnętrznego (Transport Enterprise of Internal Trade) in Elbląg, Przedsiębiorstwo Transportowo-Sprzętowe Łączności (Transport-Equipment Communication Enterprise) in Elbląg, Spółdzielnia Pracy Transportowo-Przeładunkowa “Nogat” (“Nogat” Transportation-Reloading Worker Cooperative) in Malbork, Zakład Produkcji Przemysłowej (Industry Production Plant, called the “Factory of Houses”), Elbląski Kombinat Budowlany (Elbląg Construction Conglomer-ate), and Zakłady Piwowarskie (Beer Plants). Ryszard Kalinowski becomes the representative of the Elbląg MKS at the Gdańsk Shipyard.

				20

				Because of the pressure extorted by the crews, the workers’ delegations negotiating with Deputy PM Tadeusz Pyka stop the talks and subordinate to the Gdańsk MKS. The following entities start striking: the Gdańsk University of Technology, the Institute of Fluid Flow Machinery of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the Opera, and the Baltic Philharmonic. The MKS now represents 304 strik-ing enterprises.

				Plants from Świnoujście join the Szczecin MKS. In total, the MKS represents over 30 plants.
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				The Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, MPK) in Krakow goes on strike.

				Sixty-four intellectuals affiliated with the Society of Scientific Courses, the “Experience and Future” Conservatory, and the Club of Catholic Intelligentsia write an “Appeal” urging the gov-ernment to recognise the MKS and start negotiations with the strikers (within the next few days, the “Appeal” is signed by ca. 200 people). The “Appeal” reads, inter alia: 

				With maturity and determination, the Polish workers are fighting today for their and our rights to a better and more decent life. […] In this fight, the whole progressive intelligentsia must stand by them. This is the Polish tradition, and this is the imperative of the moment. It all depends on the chosen way, which would lead us out of the current situation. We urge the political authorities and the striking workers to take the path of a compromise.

				The SB detains several dozen members and contributors of KSS “KOR” and other activists of the democratic opposition, including Marek Beylin, Seweryn Blumsztajn, Andrzej Bulc, Andrzej Celiński, Jan Cywiński, Krzysztof Gąsiorowski, Krystyna Iwaszkiewicz, Kazimierz Janusz, Dariusz Kupiecki, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Witold Łuczywo, Zenobia Łukasiewicz, Adam Michnik, Woj-ciech Ostrowski, Małgorzata Pawlicka, Wacław Pikulski, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Jan Sęk, Maciej Strój, Romuald Szeremietiew, Józef Śreniowski, Krzysztof Wolicki and Henryk Wujec. 

				21

				Negotiations between the Szczecin MKS and the Government Committee headed by the Deputy PM, Kazimierz Barcikowski, start at 10:00 a.m. in the main common room of the Szczecin Ship-yard. The meeting is participated by the members of the MKS, 105 representatives of various departments of the Shipyard, and 106 representatives of 53 enterprise strike committees. M. Jur-czyk presents 36 postulates to the government’s delegation. Majority of them agree with the demands of the strikers from Gdańsk. K. Barcikowski rejects the main political postulates and at-tempts to antagonise and separate the two main strike centres: the one in Szczecin and the one in Gdańsk. He stresses that political troublemakers are now in the lead in Gdańsk. The talks are suspended until the next day. The “decorations” of the strike in Szczecin resemble those found in Gdańsk: a portrait of the Holy Father John Paul II is hung on the Shipyard’s gate, and the list of postulates is displayed. The talks with the Government Committee are broadcast through loud-speakers gathering thousands of the city’s inhabitants around them.

				Negotiations start between the Government Committee with the Deputy PM, Mieczysław Jagielski in Gdańsk, with so-called threes from some striking plants, including the Repair and North Shipyards (the “threes” include representatives of the management, party organisations, and enterprise councils having no impact on the strike).

				The workers of Fabryka Zmechanizowanych Obudów Ścianowych “Fazos” (“Fazos” Factory of Mechanised Supports) in Tarnowskie Góry go on strike.
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				Workers of the Toruńskie Zakłady Urządzeń Okrętowych “Towimor” (“Towimor” Toruń Ship Devices Plant), the biggest regional plant of the ship industry, go on strike. On 25 August, the strikers express the will for “Towimor” to join the MKS in Gdańsk.

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates. Stanisław Kania discusses the social and political situ-ation. He informs about the fact that Tadeusz Pyka was recalled from Gdańsk (during the night of 20 to 21 August) on charges of exceeding his competences, and Mieczysław Jagielski was ap-pointed in his stead. At the end of the meeting, Edward Gierek reads a letter from Leonid Brezh-nev, expressing concerns about the unfolding events in Poland.

				During a mass in Wambierzyce, the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński delivers a homily urging to work and remain calm.

				The Workers’ Committee of Solidarity with the Striking Workers from the Coast, headed by Zbigniew Bujak, Arkadiusz Czerwiński and Zbigniew Janas, is established in the Zakłady Mecha-niczne “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants). An information campaign concerning the 21 postu-lates is organised. However, no strike breaks out. In exchange for peace in the plant, the manage-ment agrees to send an official delegation to Gdańsk made up of Emil Broniarek, Zbigniew Janas, Stanisław Karpezo and Firlej.

				In its statement, the Polish Accord for Independence sympathises with the striking workers.

				The SB detains more activists of the opposition: in Warsaw: Mirosław Chojecki, Wiesław Kęcik, Ludwik Dorn, Urszula Doroszewska, Wojciech Frąckiewicz, Sergiusz Kowalski, Adam Malczew-ski, Leszek Moczulski and Tadeusz Stański; in Krakow: Andrzej Mietkowski, Wojciech Sikora and Bronisław Wildstein; in Wrocław: Aleksander Gleichgewicht; and in Toruń: Wiesław Cichoń, Jan Szaja and Stanisław Śmigiel.

				22

				Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bronisław Geremek and Andrzej Celiński come to the Gdańsk Shipyard and present the “Appeal” of 64 intellectuals to the workers. The Praesidium of the MKS entrusts Tade-usz Mazowiecki with the task of establishing a Commission of Experts, which would support the representatives of the striking workers during the negotiations with the government.

				In Poznań, Stanisław Barańczak, Lech Dymarski, Włodzimierz Filipek, Jacek Kubiak, and stu-dents, members of the Students’ Solidarity Committee at the Adam Mickiewicz University, collect money for the striking shipyard workers, and gather signatures under an open letter supporting the strikes in the Shipyard. The letter is signed by 55 writers, scientists, artists, journalists and activists of the opposition from Poznań.

				The MKS delegation proposes negotiations to the Deputy PM, Mieczysław Jagielski. Both sides agree to start the talks the next day at the premises of the Gdańsk Shipyard.
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				Workers of further plants located in Słupsk, Bydgoszcz, Toruń, Kołobrzeg, Tarnowskie Góry, and Olszyn (Olsztyńskie Zakłady Opon Samochodowych “Stomil” (“Stomil” Olsztyn Plants of Car Tyres) join the strike.

				23

				The MKS from Gdańsk associates 388 plants. The Voivode of Gdańsk, Jerzy Kołodziejski, comes to the Gdańsk Shipyard and agrees with the MKS to start the talks with the Government Committee at 8:00 p.m. The negotiations are postponed following initial talks and presentation of the gov-ernment’s position by Mirosław Jagielski – the authorities reject the MKS’ basic conditions (rees-tablishment of telephones and stopping the repressions towards people supporting the strike).

				The first issue of the “Strajkowy Biuletyn Informacyjny ‘Solidarność’” (“Strike Information Bul-letin ‘Solidarity’”) is published. It is edited by Konrad Bieliński, Mariusz Wilk and Krzysztof Wysz-kowski. The Bulletin includes, inter alia, the contents of the International Labour Organization Convention No. 87 and the list of the members of the Praesidium of the MKS. 14 issues would be published by 31 August. As of issue No. 15, the newspaper is called “Biuletyn Informacyjny ‘Solidarność’” (“Information Bulletin ‘Solidarity’”).

				The MKS starts to use the graphic logo of Solidarity designed by the student of the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk – Jerzy Janiszewski.

				The editorial office of “Biuletyn Dolnośląski” (“Lower Silesia Bulletin”), a magazine of the op-position from Wrocław, distributes a leaflet containing the demands of the MKS from Gdańsk.

				24

				Some of the signatories of the appeal of the intellectuals come to Gdańsk: Bohdan Cywiński, Tadeusz Kowalik, Waldemar Kuczyński, Jadwiga Staniszkis and Andrzej Wielowieyski, amongst others. They join Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Bronisław Geremek, who are establishing the MKS Commission of Experts.

				Meeting of the 4th Plenum of the KC PZPR starts. Stanisław Kania presents information about the social and political situation in Poland. He evaluates that ca. 130,000 workers are striking in Gdynia and Gdańsk in 140 plants, 60,000 workers in Szczecin, 25,000 workers in Elbląg and Słupsk Voivodeships. He says that these and previous strikes constitute a protest against the mistakes made in the state’s policy. The Plenum decides to negotiate with the strikers and is against using force. Edward Gierek delivers a speech stressing once again that the programme adopted by his “crew” in 1970 was right. However, he informs that the Politburo proposes the introduction of far-fetching changes to the Politburo itself as well as to the Secretariat of the Central Committee. During the discussion, the First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee in Gdańsk, Tadeusz Fisz-bach, states that: it would be a mistake to believe that the strike in the Gdańsk Shipyard, and then in 
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				a few hundred other plants in the Tri-City was a result of the activity of a small group of representatives of the anti-socialist movement.

				The Council of State meets. PM Edward Babiuch requests the dismissal of Deputy PMs Tade-usz Pyka and Tadeusz Wrzaszczyk and appointing Józef Pińkowski and Tadeusz Grabski in their place. He also proposes the dismissal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Emil Wojtaszek and the Chairman of the State Commission of Prices, Eugeniusz Grochal. He then himself resigns. The Council of State entrusts J. Pińkowski with the task to act as the prime minister.

				Under Moscow’s pressure, a special staff is appointed made up of: PM Józef Pińkowski, Dep-uty PM Mieczysław Jagielski, Minister of Defence General Wojciech Jaruzelski and the Minister of Interior General Mirosław Milewski. The staff is entrusted with the task to prepare a plan of sup-pressing the workers’ protests by force.

				To show solidarity with the workers from the coast, the workers from Krosno stop working and establish strike committees. The protest is joined by, inter alia, WSK “PZL” (“PZL” Commu-nication Equipment Factory), Fabryka Amortyzatorów “Polmo” (“Polmo” Factory of Shock Ab-sorbers), ZUN “Naftomet” (“Naftomet” Oil Devices Plant), Fabos, PKS (Motor Transport Company), ZPL “Krosnolen” (“Krosnolen” Linen Industry Plant), Lotnicze Zakłady Naprawcze (Aviation Repair Plants), PBN “Naftomontaż”, Krośnieńska Huta Szkła (Krosno Glassworks).

				The striking workers receive the information about the increased operational readiness of the Soviet troops garrisoned in Poland.

				The first issue of “Jedność” (“Unity”), a strike magazine of the Szczecin MKS, is published. It is edited by: Leszek Dlouchy, Tadeusz Dziechciowski, Karol Markowski, Lidia Kowalińska-Maślanka, Jarosław Piwar, Krzysztof Sałaciński, Stanisław Wiszniewski, Tomasz Zieliński, Andrzej Ł. Węglarz, Michał Paziewski, Marek Mikołajczak, Krystyna Mikołajczak. Later, the magazine would become the weekly of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” from Western Pomera-nia. Its last, 67th issue would be published on 11 December 1981.

				25

				During a press conference, the spokesman of the Gdańsk MKS, Lech Bądkowski, informs that the negotiations with the Government Committee would be resumed when the telephone con-nections are restored. The manner of providing information about the course of the talks by the mass media is settled during a night meeting of MKS delegates with the Gdańsk Voivode. Moreo-ver, the voivode commits himself to restore telephone calls. During the night, the telephone calls are unblocked. 

				Polish journalists staying at the Shipyard issue a special statement protesting against the false image of the events presented in the press and TV.
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				The artists of the Opera and the Baltic Philharmonic organise a concert supporting the strik-ers. They perform Frederic Chopin’s and Stanisław Moniuszko’s compositions. The following art-ists perform during the concert: Jan Daniec: vocals, Elwira Hodinarowa: piano, Elżbieta Hornung: vocals, Adolf Malinowski: announcer.

				Employees of the Polish Ocean Lines in Szczecin as well as the crews of ships mooring in the Szczecin port go on strike.

				The strike in “Fazos” plants in Tarnowskie Góry ends when an agreement is signed with the management.

				“Wieczór Wybrzeża” (“The Evening of the Coast”), an afternoon newspaper from Gdańsk, is the first official newspaper to inform about the existence of the Gdańsk MKS and the 21 postulates. 

				The Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union appoints a special Commission for Polish Affairs with the aim of monitoring closely the situation in the PRL. The commission is chaired by Mikhail Suslov and is made up of: the head of the KGB (Committee for State Security) Yuri Andropov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Andrei Gromyko and the Minister of Defence Dmitry Ustinov.

				25–31

				A solidarity hunger strike is held in Rev. Edward Frankowski’s Mother of Jesus, Queen of Poland Church in Stalowa Wola to show the support for the workers from the Coast. The strike is partici-pated by the editors and contributors of the independent magazine “Spotkania” (“Meetings”): Janusz Bazydło, Janusz Krupski, Jan Andrzej Stepek and Marek Zieliński as well as Stanisław Sudoł from the Believers’ Defence Committee – Przemyśl Region. The strikers demand additionally the release of Jan Kozłowski and other political prisoners. They also request a permit to build a new church in Stalowa Wola and a parish house at the local St Florian’s Church. Stanisława Grabska, Vice President of the Warsaw Club of Catholic Intelligentsia, becomes the strikers’ spokesperson.

				A strike breaks out in the Zakład Konstrukcji Stalowych “Elbud” (“Elbud” Steel Constructions Plant) in Krakow. Ryszard Majdzik is appointed the chairman of the Strike Committee.

				26

				The talks between the Gdańsk MKS and the Government Committee are resumed. Andrzej Gwiazda presents the position of the MKS: Our aim consists in establishing a real workers’ associa-tion, which people could believe in. Both parties appoint a working group to explain the discrepan-cies and consider the postulate to establish free trade unions.

				A Polish film crew headed by Andrzej Chodakowski and Andrzej Zajączkowski comes to the Gdańsk Shipyard. They start documenting the strike.
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				Further plants throughout Poland go on strike: the Steel Mill Department at the Lenin Smelt-er Plant (The Smelter’s Strike Committee expresses full solidarity with the strikers from the Coast and presents a list of 41 postulates), a few plants in Olsztyn, KWK “Thorez” (“Thorez” Bituminous Coalmine) in Wałbrzych, plants in Skawina, Zakłady Przemysłu Metalowego “H. Cegielski” (“H. Ce-gielski” Metal Industry Plants) in Poznań, Huta Szkła (Glassworks) in Sandomierz, Przedsiębiorstwo Budownictwa Rolniczego (Agricultural Construction Enterprise) in Toruń, Fabryka Urządzeń Przeciwpożarowych (Factory of Fire-fighting Equipment) in Kościan, public transport in Bielsko--Biała, Koszalin, Rzeszów and Łódź (leaflets “What the workers from the Coast are fighting for” and the manual “How to strike” are distributed there). A Strike Committee is established at the Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, MPK) in Łódź. It supports the 21 postulates issued by the Gdańsk MKS, prepares a list of 16 of its own postulates and sends two delegates to Gdańsk (Zbigniew Rybarkiewicz and Marek Nowak).

				The General Council of the Episcopate of Poland meets in Częstochowa and issues an “An-nouncement” stating that in order to reach social peace, respect for the nation’s rights, includ-ing workers’ rights it is necessary to freely establish trade unions, which must be ensured. The Primate of Poland Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński delivers a sermon, stating: 

				[…] professional work is not only an economic element, it is also a social and moral element which is con-nected with the spiritual formation of a human being. If this work is deepened, the whole national economy stops shaking. Therefore, work and not inaction is an ally of man, an ally in their personal life, in the national wealth. The more dutifully we work, the less we will borrow. […] When they asked what to do, I said: one, work more honestly; two, avoid destruction and save; three, borrow less and export less; four, it is better to supply people and meet their daily needs, for the worker is worth his wages. 

				The Primate’s sermon is broadcast on TV, but the fragments criticising the authorities are censored.

				Romuald Janowski replaces Jan Szydlak as the chairman of the Centralna Rada Związków Zawodowych, CRZZ (Central Council of the Trade Unions, CRZZ).

				Adam Macedoński, Mieczysław Majdzik, Stanisław Tor, Jan Leszek Franczyk and Zygmunt Łenyk start a 6-day hunger strike expressing their solidarity with the workers from the Coast. The strike takes place in the Mother of Jesus, Queen of Poland Church in Nowa Huta.

				According to the secret documents of the Ministry of Interior – The Head of the Ministry of Interior Staff commands: 

				1.	Cancel all the leaves and training holidays of the ministry’s officers and employees. 

				2.	Withhold until revoked all leaves and training holidays, including holidays abroad. 

				3.	Concentrate the Motorized Reserves of the Citizens’ Militia (ZOMO) and the students of all ministry’s schools […]. A concept of the blockade of the Gdańsk Shipyard is elaborated during the meeting of the Ministry’s Staff supported by the Citizens’ Militia’s HQ […].
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				26–30

				Participants of the Movement for Defence of Human and Civic Rights: Adam Cichocki, Wiesław Knitter, Tomasz Mickiewicz, Krzysztof Prokop, Krzysztof Protz, Witold Starnawski, Rev. Bronisław Sroka (from 27 August) and Marek Sowa (from 27 August) start a hunger strike in the Holy Spirit Church in Lublin for the strikers from the Coast. Their statement reads, amongst others:

				[…] we have decided to start praying and sacrifice in the form of total fast (for as long as the conditions al-low): for the freedom of the nation and the respect of the truth that every man is born and lives free, for the striking workers from the Coast and other Polish cities and their endurance, for all persecuted, imprisoned, beaten up and killed people, and in a special way for the innocently sentenced and imprisoned Kozłowski and his family, for the Poles’ bravery, their liberation from slavery, unawareness and lies.

				Rev. Ludwik Wiśniewski is the group’s spokesperson.

				26–31

				The following plants are amongst the striking enterprises from Wrocław: Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne (Urban Transport Company, MPK), Budowa Elektrociepłowni “Czechnica” (Con-struction of the “Czechnica” Heat and Power Plant), Budowa Elektrociepłowni II (Construction of the Heat and Power Plant II), Hutmen, Elwro, FAT (Factory of Turning Machines), PKS (Motor Transport Company), Przedsiębiorstwa Budownictwa Inżynierii Miejskiej (Urban Engineering Construction Enterprises), Przedsiębiorstwa Transportu Komunalnego (Municipal Transport Enterprises), Stocz-nia Remontowa (Repair Shipyard) and Wrocławska Stocznia Rzeczna (Wrocław River Shipyard), Agromet-archimedes, Fadroma, Hydral, Okręgowe Przedsiębiorstwo Przemysłu Mięsnego (Re-gional Meat Industry Enterprise), Pafawag, Przedsiębiorstwo Budownictwa Uprzemysłowionego (Industrialised Construction Enterprise), Wojskowe Zakłady Motoryzacyjne (Military Automo-tive Plants) and Zakłady Naprawcze Taboru Kolejowego (Railway Rolling Stock Repair Plants, ZNTK). An Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee is established at the premises of the 7th MPK depot in Grabiszyńska Street. It is made up of: Jerzy Piórkowski, Andrzej Błaszczyk, Hubert Hanusiak, Zbig-niew Kopystyński, Edward Majko, Andrzej Pawlik, Zbigniew Przydział, Adam Skowroński, Czesław Stawicki, Tomasz Surowiec, Andrzej Talar, Krzysztof Turkowski and Bogusław Ziobrowski, amongst others; J. Piórkowski becomes the chair of the Praesidium of the MKS. The MKS issues an appeal “To the Residents of Wrocław”. On 31 August, the MKS represents 176 enterprises.

				27

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates. Stanisław Kania admits that the main problem consists in our attitude towards the main political issue – the creation of the political organisation of separate trade unions. He states: the possibility to capture the North and Świnoujście ports is also consid-ered. This task cannot be appointed to the army. A reconnaissance is being prepared whether the MO could do it. It’s not simple and easy, and we have to be aware of the possible consequences. Even if we capture these ports – what then? Who will run them. Experts are needed. S. Kania is against 
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				the publication of the strikers’ postulates by “Sztandar Młodych” (“Standard for the Young”) daily and supports the actions of the censorship. Wojciech Jaruzelski proposes several means to exert pressure, e.g.: covering the Shipyard against random crowds, talk to Wałęsa more sharply, not only negotiate, warn, that they have reached a stage where they are burdened with responsibil-ity for public order, make people aware that we won’t be able to ensure supplies, if the strike lasts longer, because the resources are running short.

				A strike breaks out in Lubin and Rudna mining plants in Lubin. Andrzej Poroszewski and Ryszard Sawicki are at the helm of the strikers.

				The following enterprises strike, inter alia, in Wałbrzych: public transport, bituminous coalm-ines: Thorez, Victoria, Wałbrzych and Nowa Ruda, as well as Przedsiębiorstwo Robót Izolacyjnych (Insulation Works Enterprise). An MKS is established (headed by Bogusław Zióbrowski) associat-ing 36 plants and declaring solidarity with the crews striking on the Coast.

				Solidarity strikes are carried out in Bielsko-Biała, Krakow, Łódź, Opole, Świdnica and Świdnik. The Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” go on strike in Warsaw.

				During the 7 days of the negotiations held in Szczecin between the MKS and the Government Committee, Kazimierz Barcikowski rejects the postulate to establish the free trade unions. The talks are stopped.

				The Wrocław MKS receives moral support from Archbishop Henryk Gulbinowicz.

				27–31

				On 27 August, strikes lasting a few hours break out in the Kombinat Metalurgiczny Huta “Kato-wice” (“Katowice” Steelworks Metallurgical Conglomerate). On 28 August a sit-in strike starts. It is joined by the remaining Steelworks’ plants and institutions. Following short negotiations, the management and the Strike Committee sign an agreement, which concerns mainly social and salary issues at the Steelworks. Then, a delegation of 3 goes to Gdańsk, whence they bring ma-terials devoted to the organisation and rules of creating future trade union structures. The strik-ers dissolve the Katowice Steelworks’ Strike Committee, establish the Międzyzakładowy Komitet Robotniczy, MKR (Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee, MKR) headed by Andrzej Rozpłochowski and announce a strike. MKR rejects the previously signed agreement, creates a list of new postu-lates and demands free trade unions. On 31 August, at midnight, the Katowice Steelworks MKR signs an agreement concerning the conditional suspension of the strike.

				28

				The Warsaw daily “Sztandar Młodych” is the first nationwide daily to publish the list of the Gdańsk 21 postulates. 
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				Negotiations between the Government Committee and the MKS, which now already rep-resents over 600 plants, continue at the Gdańsk Shipyard. That day, the main negotiated prob-lems concern: the limiting of censorship, releasing political prisoners and the Church’s access to radio and TV. Wałęsa proposes a joint announcement informing about the fact that the agreements, which would be signed in Gdańsk, will concern the entire country, which would stop the impulsive and (in his opinion) unnecessary strikes in other regions. The talks are postponed until the afternoon hours, yet they are not resumed that day. Mieczysław Jagielski leaves for Warsaw to consult the postulates concerning the free trade unions and the political prisoners. That day, the actors of the Theatre “Wybrzeże” (“The Coast”) perform for the strikers in the meeting room.

				The MKS delegation from Wrocław comes to Szczecin, however, the members of the Wrocław MKS decide that the conditions negotiated in Gdańsk will be binding for them.

				The Szczecin MKS and the Government Committee create a group of experts to work on the elaboration of the interpretation of the legal basis for the establishment of independent trade unions. The government is represented by: Professor Adam Łopatka, Professor Zbig-niew Salwa, Stanisław Baniak, PhD, while the MKS is represented by: Mirosław Kwiatkowski, attorney, Andrzej Wybranowski, attorney, Edmund Kitłowski, PhD, Andrzej Zieliński, legal ad-visor and the Szczecin Shipyard plant controller, Mieczysław Gruda. It is settled that taking into account the Constitution of the PRL and the international conventions signed by Poland, the citizens of the PRL can establish new trade unions. However, it is stressed that there are no legal obstacles to register a union, if it accepts the legal and political rules determined by the Constitution.

				A strike breaks out at the “Predom-Romet” plants in Bydgoszcz. A Strike Committee is estab-lished headed by Jan Rulewski.

				A strike breaks out at the “July Manifesto” Mine in Jastrzębie Zdrój. Stefan Pałka becomes the chairman of the Strike Committee.

				The Urban Transport Company in Poznań goes on strike initiated by the motorman Bonifacy Wysocki. Czesław Szymkowiak becomes the chairman of the Strike Committee. Ewa Wójciak and Marcin Kęszycki from the “Theatre of the Eighth Day” put small white and red flags at the bus stops to express their solidarity with the strikers.

				The crew of the Fabryka Przyrządów i Uchwytów Precyzyjnych “CT” (“CT” Factory of Precise Devices and Grips) in Białystok goes on strike. Wiesław Lenio becomes the chairman of the Strike Committee.
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				28–29

				In Katowice Voivodeship, the strikes spread to further mines: Borynia, ZMP, Moszczenica, amongst others. An MKS is established in Jastrzębie-Zdrój headed by Jarosław Sienkiewicz. In the morn-ing of 29 August, a party/government’s delegation comes to the “July Manifesto” bituminous coalmine. The MKS presents postulates, including lifting the 4-brigade system, free Saturdays and Sundays, free trade unions and informing about the strike in the press and on TV. The talks are suspended following unsuccessful attempts to make the strikers go back to work. 

				28–30

				The workers of the Zakład nr 2 Fabryki Samochodów Małolitrażowych “Fiat” (Plant No. 2, Fiat au-tomobile factory, FSM) in Tychy go on strike sympathising with the workers from the Coast. The Strike Committee is headed by Marek Wach. Soon, they are joined by the crew from the Plant No. 1 in Bielsko-Biała. The strikers demand information about their protest in the mass media, as well as the realisation of their postulates. On 30 August, the strike is suspended after the “Dziennik TV” (“TV News”) informs about the strike.

				28–31

				A strike is held at the Warsaw Smelter Plant expressing solidarity with the workers from the Coast; Seweryn Jaworski leads the protest. The Smelter’s delegation is sent to the Gdańsk Shipyard. It is made up of: Marek Jasiewicz and Andrzej Szymański. On 31 August, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko celebrates a mass for the striking workers of the smelter.

				29

				The government’s delegation does not come to Gdańsk for another round of talks. The Shipyard is waiting for Mieczysław Jagielski’s return from Warsaw.

				The MKS Commission of Experts is created in Szczecin. It is made up of: Andrzej Kijowski, Andrzej Tymowski and Janina Walutowa.

				Rev. Stanisław Orzechowski celebrates a mass for the strikers in the 7th MPK depot in Wrocław.

				More strikes of solidarity break out throughout Poland: Polkowice, Sieroszewice and oth-er mines go on strike in Zagłębie Miedziowe (Copper Basin), Glassworks in Krosno, Zakłady Przemysłu Metalowego “H. Cegielski” (“H. Cegielski” Metal Industry Plants) in Poznań and the Poznańska Fabryka Maszyn Żniwnych (Poznań Factory of Harvesting Machinery) (chair of the Strike Committee: Zdzisław Rozwalak), MPK in Żywiec, Cementownia (Cement Plant) in Opole, Zakłady Obuwnicze (Shoe Plants) in Polanica, PKS in Oława, “Zawiercie” Smelter Plant, PKS and MPK in Krakow, plants in Sucha Beskidzka, Kłodzko and Jelenia Góra. An MKS is established in Bydgoszcz representing 32 striking plants.
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				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates in Warsaw. The meeting’s stenogram reads: 

				Władysław Kruczek, Chairman of the Central Commission of the Party Control of the PZPR: No appeal will help. We have to call the 5th Plenum of the Central Committee. We need to consider the introduction of a state of emergency, start protecting those in power. 

				Józef Pińkowski: [introduction of a state of emergency] Our constitution does not stipulate [it]. There’s only martial law, but we cannot introduce it, because how would we enforce discipline, when the whole country stops. It’s unreal. We need to avoid orders that cannot be carried out.

				Advocates of Charter 77 issue a statement sympathising with the strikers in Poland.

				30

				At 8:00 a.m., the Szczecin MKS and the Government Committee sign an agreement. The Chair-man of the MKS, Marian Jurczyk, informs the gathered about reaching the agreement and his deputy Marian Juszczuk presents a document entitled “Protokół ustaleń w sprawie wniosków i postulatów Międzyzakładowego Komitetu Strajkowego z Komisją Rządową w Szczecinie” (“Pro-tocol of arrangements concerning the proposals and demands of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee with the Government Committee in Szczecin”). Then, the signing ceremony takes place. The agreement is signed by – on behalf of the government: Kazimierz Barcikowski, Andrzej Żabiński and Janusz Brych – on behalf of the MKS: Marian Jurczyk, Kazimierz Fischbein and Ma-rian Juszczuk. After the ceremony, the representatives of the striking plants take the copies of the document and go to their crews to present the arrangements. The agreement is beneficial for the strikers in terms of economic and social issues, and not beneficial, imprecise or incomplete when it comes to the political demands.

				Negotiations between the MKS and the Government Commission begin at the Gdańsk ship-yard, interrupted by Mieczyslaw Jagielski’s departure for Warsaw.

				The Szczecin MKS is transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee (MKR) headed by Marian Jurczyk.

				The 5th Plenum of the KC PZPR starts in Warsaw. Deputy PM Mieczysław Jagielski discusses the results of his negotiations and talks about the need to give authorisation regarding the es-tablishment of the new trade unions, independent from the CRZZ. Kazimierz Barcikowski fights the accusations of signing the agreement with the Szczecin MKS hastily, proving that it was the best solution. Edward Gierek presents a motion to accept the position of the government com-mittees headed by M. Jagielski and K. Barcikowski. The participants vote to accept the motion.

				An Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee (MKS) is established at the Toruńskie Zakłady Urządzeń Okrętowych “Towimor” (“Towimor” Toruń Ship Devices Plants). It is headed by Edward Strzyżewski and represents major plants from the Toruń Voivodeship, including: Pomorskie Zakłady Aparatu-ry Elektrycznej “Ema-apator” (“Ema-apator” Pomeranian Plants of Electric Equipment), Toruńskie 
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				Zakłady Urządzeń Okrętowych “Towimor” (“Towimor” Toruń Ship Devices Plants), Pomorskie Zakłady Urządzeń Okrętowych “Warma” (“Warma” Pomeranian Ship Devices Plants), Fabryka Maszyn Rolniczych “Agromet-Unia” (“Agromet-Unia” Factory of Agricultural Machinery), Pomor-ska Odlewnia i Emaliernia (Pomeranian Foundry and Enamelling Plant) in Grudziądz and Fabryka Akcesoriów Meblowych (Furniture Accessories Factory) in Chełmno. Jerzy Matyjek and Andrzej Tyc (president and deputy president of Toruń Club of Catholic Intelligentsia) become the MKS advisors. In the late afternoon, talks start between the MKS and the authorities of the Toruń Voivodeship. The government is represented by Toruń Voivode Jan Przytarski, the Mayor of Toruń Gracjan Leczyk, KW PZPR Secretary for the Economy Stanisław Paczkowski and a few party advisors. The main agreement reached in the wake of the negotiations consists in the possibility to establish independent self-governing trade unions in the voivodeship.

				31

				At 4:40 p.m., the Gdańsk MKS and the Government Committee sign an agreement in the BHP Hall at the Gdańsk Shipyard leading to the creation of independent self-governing trade unions. The MKS declares that they shall follow the rules established in the Constitution of the PRL, protect social and material interests of the workers and shall not play the part of a political party. They will be based on the rule of social ownership of the production means, which are the founda-tion of the socialist system in Poland. The unions shall recognise the leading role of the PZPR in Poland and shall not undermine the settled system of international alliances. Furthermore, they shall strive for providing the working people with proper means of control, expressing opinions and protection of their own interests. The Government Committee declares that the government shall guarantee and ensure full respect for the independence and self-governing character of the free trade unions. Moreover, it is agreed that the government will present a bill in the Sejm on the control of the press, publications and performances, including the right to appeal against censorship decisions in court. The government commits also to broadcast Sunday Mass on the radio and to review sentences in the political trials as well as to reinstate people who have been unjustly fired. The release of arrested activists of the opposition still remains a moot point. Fac-ing the threat of a continued strike, Deputy PM M. Jagielski declares that all the detained peo-ple would be released the next day. After the agreement is signed, Lech Wałęsa states: We got everything we could obtain in the current situation. We’ll get the rest too, because we have the most important thing: our independent self-governing trade unions. This is our guarantee for the future.

				On behalf of the MKS, the agreement is signed by the members of the Praesidium: Chairman Lech Wałęsa, Deputy Chairmen Andrzej Kołodziej and Bogdan Lis, members: Lech Bądkowski, Wojciech Gruszecki, Andrzej Gwiazda, Stefan Izdebski, Jerzy Kmiecik, Zdzisław Kobyliński, Hen-ryka Krzywonos, Stefan Lewandowski, Alina Pienkowska, Józef Przybylski, Jerzy Sikorski, Lech Sobieszek, Tadeusz Stanny, Anna Walentynowicz, Florian Wiśniewski. On behalf of the govern-ment, it is signed by: Deputy PM of the PRL Mieczysław Jagielski, member of the Secretariat of the KC PZPR Zbigniew Zieliński, Chairman of the Voivodeship National Council in Gdańsk Tadeusz Fiszbach, Gdańsk Voivode Jerzy Kołodziejski.
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				The MKS in Gdańsk is transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee (MKZ) of the Independent Trade Unions. The first meeting starts at 5:55 p.m. in the so-called small BHP Hall.

				“Pravda” (“Truth”), a newspaper of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, publishes an opinion warning the leadership of the PZPR against further concessions.

				September

				1

				Most of the plants and enterprises in Poland resume work. Mines in Upper Silesia and Zagłębie continue their strikes. The government sends a ministerial committee headed by Deputy PM Aleksander Kopeć to negotiate with the striking miners.

				In Gdańsk, the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Trade Unions moves to a temporary seat at 13 Marchlewskiego Street, where crowds start to gather from the early morning hours wishing to learn about the legal basis of the establishment of the new trade un-ions in the plants. A meeting of the Praesidium of the MKZ and the members of the Commission of Experts with the crews’ delegates start at 4:00 p.m.

				The Social Committee for the Erection of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970 headed by Henryk Lenarciak, is established.

				In Toruń, the Government Committee signs an agreement with the Toruń MKS.

				Previously sentenced activists of the democratic opposition: Jan Kozłowski, Marek Kozłowski and Edmund Zadrożyński as well as members and contributors of the KSS “KOR”, who were de-tained during the strikes in August, are released. Some (e.g. Jacek Kuroń) as well as the leaders of Leszek Moczulski’s KPN still face prosecutorial sanctions, and the investigation continues. They are accused of membership in criminal organisations.

				In Wrocław, the MKS is transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee (MKZ) of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union. Other MKZs are created in Lower Silesia: in Wałbrzych, Legnica, Lublin, Głogów and Jelenia Góra. 

				The MKS in Elbląg is transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Inde-pendent Self-Governing Trade Union with a temporary seat at the Elbląskie Przedsiębiorstwo Bu-downictwa Przemysłowego (Elbląg Industrial Construction Plant). Its Praesidium is appointed in the make-up: Ryszard Kalinowski–Chairman, Zbigniew Lewandowski – Deputy chairman, Zbig-niew Brzeziński, Tadeusz Kaczor, Andrzej Polak, Anna Tabor, Mieczysław Wolski, Jan Wyżykowski and Kazimierz Szeszel – advisors.
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				A mining accident occurs in the “Halemba” Bituminous Coalmine in Ruda Śląska, killing 8 miners.

				2

				Negotiations in the “July Manifesto” Bituminous Coalmine between the Inter-Enterprise Com-mittee (MKS) Praesidium and the Government Committee are taking place since the morning. The MKS represents the crews of 56 plants, including 28 striking mines, inter alia, Andaluzja (An-dalusia), Anna, Borynia, Barbara, Bolesław Śmiały, Halemba, Jastrzębie, Julian, Katowice, Lenin, Marcel, Moszczenica, Nowy Wirek, Piast, 1 Maja (1 May), Pokój (Peace), Rydułtowy, Rymer, Staszic, Suszec, Śląsk (Silesia), XXX-lecia PRL (30 Years of the PRL), Wieczorek, Wujek, Zabrze, ZMP, as well as Przedsiębiorstwo Robót Górniczych “Jastrzębie” and “Rybnik” (“Jastrzębie” and “Rybnik” Min-ing Works Enterprise).

				The Mixed Governmental-Workers’ Commission for the Supervision of the Realisation of the Szczecin Agreement is established. It is made up of: Chairman Kazimierz Barcikowski, Deputies: The First Secretary of KW PZPR in Szczecin Janusz Brych and Jarosław Mroczek representing the A. War-ski Shipyard, Members: Jerzy Białkowski, Marian Juszczuk, Henryk Kanicki, Aleksander Krystosiak, Jerzy Korzonek, Stanisław Malec, Stanisław Ozimek, Mieczysław Soszyński, Zbigniew Wojterkowski, Andrzej Zieliński, Andrzej Żabiński and Tadeusz Żyłkowski. The MKR has only 5 representatives in the Commission. The first meeting of the Commission took place on 10 September.

				A meeting is held in Szczecin, at the Shipyard’s Cultural Centre “Korab”, between the MKZ (headed by Marian Jurczyk) and the representatives of workers’ committees from various plants. The rules of establishing the new trade unions are agreed.

				The Temporary Founding Committee of the Independent Students Association (NZS) made up of 22 members, headed by Jacek Jancelewicz, a student at the University of Gdańsk, is estab-lished in Gdańsk.

				In Czarna Białostocka, the crew of the tool-room of the Fabryka Maszyn Rolniczych “Agrom-et” (“Agromet” Factory of Agricultural Machinery) stops working and demands a pay raise.

				3

				At 5:45 a.m., an agreement is signed at the “July Manifesto” Coalmine between the Govern-ment Committee (chairman: Aleksander Kopeć, Deputy PM; Andrzej Żabiński, deputy member of the Politburo, secretary of the Central Committee; Włodzimierz Lejczak, Minister of Mining; Wiesław Kiczan, Secretary of KW PZPR; Mieczysław Glanowski, undersecretary of state in the Ministry of Mining; Zdzisław Gorczyca, Katowice Deputy Voivode; Jerzy Nawrocki, Provost of the Silesian University of Technology) and the MKS (Chairman: Jarosław Sienkiewicz, Deputy Chairmen: Stefan Pałka and Tadeusz Jedynak, Members: Jan Jarliński, Piotr Musioł, Andrzej Win-czewski, Marian Kosiński, Roman Kępiński, Mieczysław Sawicki, Kazimierz Stolarski, Ryszard Kuś, 
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				Wacław Kołodyński, Władysław Kałduński and Grzegorz Stawski). The agreement confirms the Gdańsk Agreement. Additionally, it announces lifting the 4-brigade system of work, lowering the retirement age in mining and the introduction of free Saturdays from 1 January 1981. It is also decided that a mixed commission for the supervision of the realisation of the agreement will be established. Then, the MKS turns into the Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee (MKR) with J. Sienkiewicz as its head.

				Founder of the Free Trade Unions in Silesia, Kazimierz Świtoń, as well as solicitor Władysław Siła-Nowicki and solicitor Piotr Andrzejewski come to the Katowice Steelworks.

				The Gdańsk MKZ NSZZ debates, chaired by Lech Wałęsa. They discuss the rules for the estab-lishment of new unions in the plants, the organisation and division of competences in the MKZ as well as a draft of a temporary programme of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union (NSZZ). Main tasks of the Union are laid down:

				1.	Control over the realisation of the Agreement, first and foremost in terms of the compensations for the price rise (the Union proposes a system of high prices allowances based on the so-called minimum sub-sistence figure, which should be introduced already at the beginning of 1981).

				2.	Striving for a legal status where the NSZZ would have the same rights as other unions when signing col-lective labour agreements.

				3.	Election to the new plant councils, independent of any trade unions, based on the proportional system, where votes are cast for lists of various unions or workers’ groups.

				4.	Gaining the right to periodically control the working places to determine whether they provide the worker with necessary safety and health conditions and updating the list of occupational diseases.

				5.	Introducing changes to the labour law restoring the equality of the positions of the worker and the em-ployer, and introduction of provisions allowing to terminate the contract without notice by the worker when there has been a serious violation of obligations by the plant.

				6.	Decreasing the wage span in the socialised economy by constantly raising the lowest wages. 

				7.	Granting the NSZZ the right of initiative in terms of issues covered by its activities.

				8.	Establishment of the Wszechnica Robotnicza (Workers’ University). 

				The following people are appointed the experts of the Gdańsk MKZ: Jacek Kuroń, Professor Edward Lipiński and Lech Kaczyński.
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				4

				An agreement is signed at the Katowice Steelworks between the director of the Conglom-erate Zbigniew Szałajda, and the Steelworks Workers’ Committee represented by Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Andrzej Grzybowski and Aleksander Karpierz. It is decided that: The Workers’ Committee acts as the organiser of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions in the Katowice Steelworks and reserves the right to represent also other plants, whose delegations would express the will to join the Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee. The strikers obtain the guarantee of safety and the promise to carry out the arrangements negotiated by the MKS in Gdańsk.

				The strike ends in the Bytom bituminous coalmines “Bobrek”, “Szombierki” and “Dimitrov”, which started on 3 September. An MKS is established with a seat at the “Dimitrov” bituminous coalmine. It is headed by Andrzej Cierniewski. Talks with the Government Committee, headed by the Minister of Mining Włodzimierz Lejczak, start the very same day. As a result, an agreement is signed, which accepts the contents of the Jastrzębie-Zdrój Agreement, amongst others. The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee is established as an autonomous part of the MKR from Jastrzębie-Zdrój.

				The following plants go on strike: Fabryka Maszyn Emaliowanych i Papiernia (Factory of Enamelled Machinery and Paper-Mill) in Myszków, the Przedsiębiorstwo Transportu i Handlu Wewnętrznego (In-ternal Trade and Transport Enterprise), MPK, some plants in Tarnobrzeg and in the neighbouring area: Siarkopol, the Machów, Piaseczno mines, and one day later – the “Jeziórko” mine.

				The authorities inform that Maciej Szczepański, head of the Committee of Radio and Televi-sion has committed serious frauds.

				Strikes break out in the Białystok region. The following plants go on strike: Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacji (Urban Transport Company) in Białystok, Białostockie Zakłady Przemysłu Bawełnianego “Fasty” (“Fasty” Białystok Cotton Industry Plants, Strike Committee headed by Cezary Nowakowski and Kazimierz Manicz), Białostockie Zakłady Podzespołów Tele-wizyjnych “Unitra-Biazet” (“Unitra-Biazet” Białystok TV Subassemblies Plants, Strike Commit-tee headed by Stanisław Gościniak). Within the next week, several dozen more plants join the strike [inter alia, PKP, Stolbud in Sokółka, Sugar Factory in Łapy, Zakłady Przemysłu Wełnianego (Wool Industry Plants) in Wasilkowo, Zakłady Obuwnicze (Shoe Plants) in Siemiatycze, Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Gospodarki Komunalnej i Mieszkaniowej (Municipal and Housing Enterprise) in Bielsk Podlaski, Państwowe Gospodarstwo Rolne (State Agricultural Farm) in Krynki, Spółdzielnia Pracy Inwalidów (Invalids’ Worker Cooperative) in Szczuczyn, the Zakłady Usług Mechanicznych (Mechanical Services Plants) in Grajewo]. The striking crews demand a pay raise and the estab-lishment of Free Trade Unions. 

				The MKZ is created in Bydgoszcz made up of the representatives of the largest plants par-ticipating in the August strikes. Jan Rulewski, worker of the Zakłady Rowerowe “Predom-Romet” 
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				(“Predom-Romet” Bicycle Plants) is elected its chairman. Krzysztof Gotowski and Marian Grubecki become his deputies. Antoni Tokarczuk replaces the latter one on 26 September.

				Kazimierz Świtoń, activist of the KZ WZZ in Upper Silesia, becomes the secretary of the MKR of Katowice Steelworks.

				An information meeting of the Wrocław MKZ is held attended by ca. 3,000 delegates.

				4–5

				Representatives of the crews of the ZM “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants), Tewa, Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego “PZL” (“PZL” Communication Equipment Factory), Zakłady Radiowe im. Marcina Kasprzaka (Marcin Kasprzak Radio Plants), Fabryka Samochodów Osobowych in Żerań (Factory of Passenger Cars), PKP (Polish State Railways), Huta “Warszawa” (“Warsaw” Smelter Plant), Miejskie Zakłady Komunikacyjne (Municipal Transport Company), Zakłady im. Marcele-go Nowotki (Marceli Nowotko Plants), and the activists of the opposition, including Henryk Wu-jec and Piotr Naimski, establish at the “Ursus” Mechanical Plants, the Temporary Management of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union – Mazovia. The charter (prepared by Wiesław Chrzanowski and Jan Olszewski) is adopted, and the Praesidium of the Temporary Management of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union – Mazovia is appointed made up of: January Bednarczyk, Zbigniew Bujak, Andrzej Ciechowski, Edward Głowacki, Seweryn Jaworski, Jacek Knap, Wiktor Kulerski, Stefan Lipowski, Jan Łojak, Maciej Madeyski, Jerzy Rudziński, Jerzy Stasiak, Dominik Tyburski and Andrzej Warabieda. The name Mazovia is suggested by a well-known jour-nalist Jerzy Zieliński.

				4–13

				A strike breaks out in the “Machów” sulphur mine in Tarnobrzeg. The Strike Committee is made up of: P. Drozdowski, J. Myśliński, K. Morka, W. Jaworski and L. Stefański, Zomer.

				5

				In the morning, Edward Gierek is transported to the Institute of Cardiology due to a suspected heart attack; not until 7:00 p.m. is the information broadcast over the radio and TV.

				A meeting of the Sejm of the PRL is underway. PM Józef Pińkowski delivers a speech stress-ing the government’s three goals: strengthening the alliance with the Soviet Union, counteract-ing any attempts undertaken by the anti-socialist forces and mobilising society to carry out the scheme of reforms.

				The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions – Łódź Region is established. Andrzej Słowik from the MPK becomes its chairman, Józef Kościelski from Przedsiębiorstwo Transportu i Sprzętu Budowlanego Przemysłu Lekkiego (Transport and 
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				Construction Equipment of Light Industry Enterprise) and Grzegorz Palek, assistant at the Łódź University of Technology, become his deputies.

				Meeting of the 6th Plenum of the KC PZPR starts in the evening, at 11:00 p.m. The meeting is chaired by Henryk Jabłoński. The Central Committee unanimously dismisses Edward Gierek from the position of the First Secretary and member of the Politburo; Stanisław Kania becomes the First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party. The meeting’s participants receive a message from Leonid Brezhnev, who supports Stanisław Kania, and wishes E. Gierek full recovery.

				First issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny” (“Information Bulletin”), an independent magazine signed by the Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions at the Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia is published (starting with Issue No. 4, published on 23 Septem-ber – the Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions “Solidarity”). (In various periods of time) it is edited by: Wojciech Białoskórski, Andrzej Kozicki, Piotr Onusz-ko, Mieczysław Welke, Tadeusz Dziekan, Andrzej Nadworny, Czesław Richter, Mariusz Różański, Barbara Rusiecka, Zbigniew Adamski, Józef Krasnodębski, Edward Szmit and Krzysztof Zapart. 54 issues would be released by 13 December 1981.

				Plants from many cities, including Białystok, Skierniewice, Piotrków Trybunalski, Tarnów, Tar-nobrzeg, Siedlce, Mielec and Płock, go on strike. Most of the strikes concern local conflicts be-tween the managements and the crews.

				The Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions’ (NSZZ) HQ in Gdańsk receives information that the managements of the plants and administrative authorities make life harder for the activ-ists of the new trade unions.

				The Government adopts a resolution concerning the provision of additional resources from the wage bill to increase and improve the proportion of the salaries of the workers from the social sector. It would become a source of yet another future conflict between the new trade un-ions and the government – it was not consulted with the NSZZ in Gdańsk, and its contents reveal that it was negotiated with the CRZZ.

				The government raises the lowest base pay to 2,400 zlotys, and disability pensions and pen-sions from the so-called “old portfolio” are increased by 500 zlotys. The lowest pension would now amount to 2,100 zlotys. Other social benefits are also raised.

				The Society of Scientific Courses issues a “Statement” concerning the restoration of the self-governing students’ organisations, urging academic teachers, but also (first and foremost) the authorities of the universities, the Ministry of Science, Higher Education and Technology to al-low, already at the beginning of the academic year, the creation of self-governing and apolitical organisations, which would allow to avoid yet another source of social conflict.
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				During a teleconference of the voivodeships’ staffs of the “Summer 1980” operation and the MO voivodeship commandants from all of Poland, Major General Bogusław Stachura, head of the staff of the “Summer 1980” operation, Deputy Minister of Interior, informs in the Ministry of Interior’s secret documents: 

				[…] in general, in the month of August there were downtimes in ca. 40 voivodeships, 750 plants engaging over 700,000 people. […] On 5 September, there were still over 70 new downtimes in 24 voivodeships en-gaging nearly 13,000 people. Today, in the early morning hours, the number of the striking plants decreased to 26 in 12 voivodeships, but the number of strikers increased to ca. 26,000. There’s a risk that new plants will stop working during the day.

				The Huta Cynku i Ołowiu “Miasteczko Śląskie” (“Miasteczko Ślaskie” Zink and Lead Smelter Plant) goes on strike. The protest is led by the trade union activist and member of the KPN, An-drzej Ciepiela. The strike lasted 5 days.

				7

				The “Tygodnik Powszechny” (“The Common Weekly”) publishes a message of the Holy Father, John Paul II to the Primate of Poland Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński of 20 August (it was printed and distributed in the plants striking along the Gdańsk Coast already on 25 August):

				Most Honourable and Beloved Cardinal Primate, I’m writing these few words to ensure Your Eminence that during these past few difficult days I have been particularly close [to Poland] with my prayer and heart, par-ticipating in these experiences that my Motherland and my Compatriots are facing.

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński meets Lech Wałęsa in Warsaw.

				8

				Sporadic strikes break out locally in cities such as Białystok, Kamienna Góra, Tarnów, Ełk, Olecko, Augustów and Poznań.

				The Deputy Mayor of Warsaw, J. Bielecki, meets with the members of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union – Mazovia Region.

				The expanded plenary meeting of the General Board of the Association of the Polish Theatre and Film Artists (SPATiF) and the Association of Polish Stage Artists (ZASP) adopts a resolution concerning the need to hold an extraordinary meetings of delegates in September/October. It would consider the ideological assumptions, programme and structure of the Independent Self--Governing Union of Polish Stage Artists.
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				Deputy PM Henryk Kisiel reveals that the PRL’s debt has exceeded USD 20 billion. Simultane-ously, he announces that since May, the PRL has received a line of credit from the USSR in the amount of USD 550 million.

				9

				Mass media inform about strikes in various regions of the country: Tarnów, (a public transport strike), and in the following voivodeships: Piotrków Trybunalski, Białystok, Bydgoszcz, Opole, Olsztyn, Tarnobrzeg (in the “Machów” sulphur mine), Zamość (in the Zamość furniture factory); but also about the fact that the Communications Equipment Factory in Mielec went back to work after a 5-day strike, so did the Wool Industry Plants in Piotrków Trybunalski, and one day later – about the fact that the “Fasty” plant in Białystok has also resumed work.

				The General Board of the Polish Writers’ Union meets. The meeting is attended by Lech Bądkowski, member of the Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ in Gdańsk. The writers adopt a resolu-tion thanking the workers for paying attention to the issues of the national culture during the August strikes, and particularly for restricting censorship.

				10

				Many plants go on strike once again because of the conflicts concerning wages and difficulties encountered while establishing the trade unions. These protests occur in Bartoszyce, Białystok, Drohiczyn, Inowrocław, Łódź, Olsztyn, Piotrków Trybunalski, Pisz, Prudnik, Radomsko, Tarnowo and Tarnobrzeg Voivodeship, amongst others.

				The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions is established in Lublin.

				The organisational convention of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union of the Em-ployees of Science, Technology and Education in held in Warsaw. It is participated by 286 del-egates representing 9,800 members from 127 scientific institutions, 23 educational establish-ments and care centres and 18 other entities. General Board of 8 is selected, chaired by Zdzisław Bibrowski. It is made up of: Wiktor Kulerski, Piotr Stasiński, Tadeusz Kłopotowski, Krystyna Star-czewska, Zbigniew Peradzyński, Andrzej Ziabicki and Paweł Niezgodzki. It is decided that as close as possible cooperation with the NSZZ Mazovia is necessary. Mass media do not publish any news about this event.

				The MKS NSZZ from Gdańsk issues a “Statement”:

				[…] As a result of a strike, we got higher wages and Independent Trade Unions. The raises guaranteed by the agreement signed on 31 August 1980 are much lower than the ones that the authorities were ready to give to each plant in exchange for giving up the strikes. We were fighting for the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions not only for ourselves, but also for all of society. We were fighting for the trade unions, because 
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				a one-off pay raise in this and that plant will get us nowhere. The wages have been so far determined unilat-erally by the state authorities, and we now want to make them an object of negotiations between the em-ployers and the workers. […] we will negotiate with the authorities discussing the compensation stipulated in the Agreement of 31 August 1980 concerning the rising costs of living and the pay raise for people earning the least. We shall get to preparing new collective agreements as soon as possible so that the rights of the workers and decent pay for the work are successfully secured. 

				11

				The Huta “Katowice” MKR and the Government Committee sign an agreement at the Katowice Steelworks concerning the guarantees to execute the Gdańsk Agreement in terms of the creation of independent self-governing trade unions. The agreement reads, inter alia:

				[…] the agreement ensures guarantees to carry out the Gdańsk Agreement of 31 August 1980 in terms of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions, hereinafter referred to as Independent Unions, in the form of accepting and not counteracting the establishment, organisation and functioning of these unions by the state administration bodies, the MO and the SB as well as the managements of the plants and plants’ politi-cal organisations. Simultaneously, when the new act on Trade Unions comes into force, the Independent Unions shall carry out the formalities stipulated therein. 

				Moreover, the government guarantees: access to the media, lack of the requirement to report for duty by those people who are performing union functions keeping the right to a remunera-tion, sharing premises and rooms by the plants’ managements or field authorities for the trade unions’ activities, the possibility to co-decide about the staff-related and social matters, pos-sibility to open bank accounts and possible participation of the trade unions in the works on the new act on the trade unions, workers’ self-government and the Labour Code. It was determined that to meet all the formal requirements, proper documents, such as charters, make-up of the authorities and applications for premises shall be submitted to the voivodes proper for the place of activities. Moreover, the government is obliged to ensure safety to all strikers, members and the strike and workers’ committees as well as their families and people supporting the workers’ committees.

				On behalf of the government, the document was signed by: Franciszek Kaim, Minister of Metallurgy; Zbigniew Szałajda, General Director of Katowice Steelworks; Kazimierz Sąda, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Metallurgy; Eugeniusz Pustówka, General Director of Lenin Smelter Plant; Franciszek Grzesiek, General Director of the Association of Non-ferrous Metals; Michał Stopaniak, Director of the Work and Pay Department and the Ministry of Metallurgy and Antoni Seta, Chairman of the Steelworkers’ Trade Union. 

				On behalf of the MKR the document was signed by: Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Chairman of the Katowice Steelworks MKR; Jacek Jagiełka, Deputy Chairman; Bogdan Borkowski, Deputy Chairman; Kazimierz Świtoń, Secretary of the MKR; Aleksander Karpierz‚ Zbigniew Kupisiewicz‚ Wiesław Tatko. 

				The following people performed the functions of advisors during the negotiations: Wiesław Chrza-nowski‚ Stefan Kurowski‚ Janusz Krzyżewski‚ Zbigniew Bogusławski.
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				The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions – Greater Poland is established in Poznań. The meeting is attended by ca. 30 representatives of the founding committees. Its Praesidium is appointed in the make-up: Zdzisław Rozwalak [Chairman, Poznańska Fabryka Maszyn Żniwnych (Poznań Factory of Harvesting Machinery)], Lech Dymarski, Jerzy Jankowski (“H. Cegielski” plants), Krzysztof Mędrek [Zakład Zadrzewień i Zieleni (Woodlot and Greenery Plant)], Roman Schefke (Agricultural Academy) and Aleksander Ziemkowski, advi-sor. The first list of the founding committees is created. The meeting is attended by many repre-sentatives of Adam Mickiewicz University (including Zofia Trojanowiczowa, Krystyna Laskowicz, Barbara Sienkiewicz and Janusz Pałubicki).

				The MKZ NSZZ Podbeskidzie is established in Bielsko-Biała. It is made up of the representa-tives of 29 plants, including: Fabryka Samochodów Małolitrażowych (automobile factory – the largest plant in the region), Befama, PKS and the Zakłady Chemiczne (Chemical Plants) in Oświęcim.

				The MKZ NSZZ headed by Grzegorz Stachowiak is established in Koszalin.

				PM Józef Pińkowski appoints mixed commissions for the supervision of the implementation of the memoranda signed with the MKS in Gdańsk, Szczecin and Jastrzębie. They are respectively headed by: Andrzej Jedynak, Kazimierz Barcikowski, Franciszek Kaim.

				The Secretariat of the KC PZPR debates. The head of the KC Organisational Department, Zdzisław Kurowski, presents a report revealing that 40 plants in 24 voivodeships continue to strike, while 31 plants have just ended the protests. The Secretariat appoints a team for social conflicts headed by Stefan Olszowski.

				12

				General Boards of the following associations debate: the Polish Journalists Association (the meet-ing is devoted to the place and role of the press in social life, the model of propaganda, informa-tion, rights and obligations of the journalists) and the Polish Teachers Union (ZNP, the meeting is devoted to democratisation, independence and self-government of the union movement). The ZNP calls itself an independent union, acting outside the structures of the Central Council of the Trade Unions.

				An MKZ NSZZ covering a few plants is established in Białystok. It is headed by Michał Pietkiewicz.

				The first piece of information concerning the new independent unions in published by the press: the Gdańsk evening newspaper “Wieczór Wybrzeża” discusses current issues concerning the activities of the MKZ NSZZ in Gdańsk. The next day, the very same text is published by the “Głos Wybrzeża”.
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				13

				The PRL Council of State adopts a resolution concerning the registration of the new trade unions. They can register in the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw. The said court shall register the unions after making sure that the charter adopted by the founding committee of the trade union is not at variance with the Constitution of the PRL and other provisions of law. The applications for the review concerning the decisions made by the Voivodeship Court shall be considered by the Su-preme Court. The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw may cancel the registration, when the activities of the trade union turn out to be at variance with the provisions of law. Western agencies believe this resolution to be an unprecedented event in the post-war political history of Eastern Europe.

				The Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ in Gdańsk adopts a draft of the “Charter” of the new union. The “Charter” would be then discussed in the regional plants.

				The Polish Filmmakers Association debates in Gdańsk. They discuss the relations between the state patronage and the filmmakers, ways to curb the interference of the party/government administration in the work of the filmmakers and the problem of their artistic and material inde-pendence and self-government.

				The General Board of the Association of Polish Architects (SARP) debates in Warsaw. They pay attention to the disastrous state of the Polish architecture, poor quality of building materials and dramatically low technical level of workmanship.

				The Board of the Polish Television decides at the last moment not to broadcast the already announced programme prepared by Gdańsk Television devoted to the construction of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970. Bogdan Pietruszka, author of the design of the monument, Kazimierz Kutz and Andrzej Wajda were supposed to be its guests.

				The MKZ NSZZ of the Łódź Region gathers already 41 plants. The MKZ information point is located in the private flat of the MKZ chairman, Grzegorz Palka. People entering it must show their IDs to the SB officers.

				A meeting of the State Defence Committee is held. It is decided that preparations should start for the introduction of martial law.

				14

				The MKZ NSZZ of Lower Silesia associates trade union organisations from ca. 1,000 plants located in Lower Silesia (except for Wałbrzych, where a separate trade union region is formed). Attempts are made to get bigger premises and technical means. The Wrocław Voivode promises to provide the MKZ with duplicating machines.
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				15

				The Gdańsk MKZ NSZZ starts another meeting. A few hundred trade union delegates from the region get to know the draft of the “Charter”. While summing up the previous development of the independent unions, the delegates state that there are already 16 regional trade union organisa-tions, while the independent trade union movement has already covered ca. 3,500 plants and ca. 3,000,000 workers. The MKZ NSZZ ends the meeting with the decision to prepare the convention of the representatives of all already existing regional MKZs. The meeting is planned for 17 September.

				An MKZ NSZZ is established in Krakow. 56 plants join it and observers from 78 other plants take part in the founding meeting. The Krakow MKZ recognises the draft of the Gdańsk “Charter” as the foundation of its activities. Over 90% of the Lenin Smelter Plant’s workers are members of the NSZZ. 

				The MKZ NSZZ – Lubusz Lands is established in Zielona Góra. Kazimierz Skorupski, literary secretary of the Theatre of Lubusz Lands becomes its chairman; Zbigniew Jelinek from Estrada Lubuska (Lubusz Stage) becomes the deputy chairman; Marek Wójtowicz from the Water Projects and Drainage Bureau is the secretary; Mieczysław Oszmian from the Technical Services Plant of the Invalids’ Cooperative is the treasurer, and Konrad Stanilewicz, journalist of the Zielona Góra branch of the Polish Radio becomes the spokesman.

				The first issue of “Wolny Związkowiec” (“Free Trade Unionist”) is published by the MKR NSZZ at the Katowice Steelworks. Zbigniew Kupisiewicz is the magazine’s originator and editor-in-chief. The editorial staff includes: Wiesław Tatko, Andrzej Krawczyk, Czesław Świerczyński, Hanna Janiak, Jerzy Milanowicz and drawer Stanisław Łaski. Jacek Cieślicki would become its editor-in-chief on 31 January 1981. The previous team will be joined by Stanisław Mandziej and Aleksandra Trzaska. The last issue of “Wolny Związkowiec”, Issue No. 35/81 (68) would be published on 12 December 1981.

				16

				The MKZ NSZZ in Gdańsk issues a “Statement” and reminds everyone that:

				[…] in the Gdańsk Agreement, the government obliged itself to carry out the pay raise scheme by the end of September. Currently, talks are held in various industries concerning the introduction of these raises. We declare that regardless of the difficulties in the talks, the deadline set for 30 September is final and cannot be postponed in time. Simultaneously, the MKZ considers that the Industry Committees enjoy full freedom when it comes to presenting their postulates concerning the methods and rules of the raises discussed in the Agree-ment, which stipulates, as we know, a pay raise for all workers putting particular emphasis on the people who earn the least. The MKZ’s activities aim at making sure that the raises reflect the social feeling of justice.

				The next MKZ NSZZ’s “Statement” expresses satisfaction that:

				[…] despite the delay, the formal problems connected with the establishment of the NSZZ have been solved and a commitment was made to comply with the formalities stipulated in the Resolution of the Council of State 
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				of 13 September. However, they simultaneously accuse the authorities, stating that the resolution does not regulate the deadline, until which the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw is obliged to make a decision concerning the registration. A delay in the registration of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions would influence the rise and escalation of social conflicts. We hope that the Court will appreciate it and will act immediately.

				A meeting devoted to the construction of the monument to the workers killed in December 1970 is held at the Gdańsk Shipyard. It is attended by the representatives of the MKZ, including Lech Wałęsa, representatives of the Gdańsk Voivodeship Office, sculptors and workers of the shipyard.

				A meeting is held in the seat of the Polish Writers’ Union (ZLP) in Warsaw bringing together the representatives of: the Polish Philosophical Society, the Polish Sociological Association, the Polish Historical Society, the Association of Art Historians, the Polish Filmmakers Association, the Association for Polish Music Artists (SPAM), SPATiF, SARP, the Polish Journalists Association (SDP), the Polish Society of Authors and Composers (ZAiKS), the Association of Polish Authors and Com-posers (ZAKR), the Association of Polish Artists and Designers (ZPAP), the Association of Polish Art Photographers, Pen Club, ZLP and the Association of Polish Composers. The Artistic and Academ-ic Associations’ Consultative Committee will be established with Klemens Szaniawski as its chair (secretariat: Jerzy Eysymontt, Gustaw Holoubek, Andrzej Jarecki, Stefan Nowak, Witold Zalewski, Edward Żebrowski). The Committee starts its activities by appointing a commission which would prepare postulates concerning the activities of the censorship office.

				The government of the PRL and the Episcopate of Poland announce an agreement concern-ing the radio broadcasting of Sunday masses, which was one of the postulates presented by the workers from the Coast. The first mass is about to be broadcast next Sunday, on 21 September, from the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw.

				The first motion concerning the registration of a new trade union is submitted at the Voivode-ship Court in Warsaw. It concerns the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union with its seat at the Katowice Steelworks plant. 

				17

				Representatives of the independent union movement from the whole of Poland gather in the HQ of the Gdańsk MKZ NSZZ, in the hall of the “Ster” (“Steer”) Club. The meeting brings together the delegates of the inter-enterprise founding committees and the inter-enterprise workers’ commit-tees. They analyse the current NSZZ movement, discuss the appointment of a single trade union organisation covering the whole country, the charter and the programme until the 1st Congress of the NSZZ. List of delegates: from Andrychów: Stanisław Sodryl, from Białystok: Michał Pietkie-wicz and Bernard Bujwicki, from Bydgoszcz: Jan Rulewski, from Bytom: Ryszard Maśnicki, from Częstochowa: Waldemar Sobolak, from Elbląg: Ryszard Kalinowski, from Gdańsk: Lech Wałęsa, from Gorzów Wielkopolski: Ryszard Ornoch, from Jastrzębie-Zdrój: Władysław Kałduński, from Katowice: Kazimierz Świtoń, from Kędzierzyn-Koźle: Jerzy Jaksiewicz, from Kołobrzeg: Jerzy Sie-rocki, from Krakow: Andrzej Cyran, from Krosno: Krzysztof Głuski, from Lublin: Czesław Niezgoda, 
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				from Łódź: Andrzej Słowik, from Opole: Bogdan Bardon, from Płock: Wojciech Wiścicki, from Poznań: Lech Dymarski, from Prudnik: Jakub Forystek, from Rzeszów: Antoni Kopaczewski, from Siemianowice: Janusz Świeca, from Słupsk: Roman Kurnatowski, from Stalowa Wola: Stanisław Krupka, from Szczecin: Stanisław Wądołowski, from Toruń: Edward Strzyżewski, from Tychy and Bielsko-Biała: Andrzej Służalec, from Wałbrzych: Stanisław Wróbel, from Warsaw (Mazovia): Zbig-niew Bujak, from Warsaw (NZPNTiO): Zdzisław Bibrowski, from Wrocław: Antoni Skinder, from Żywiec: Jerzy Hilbrycht. The meeting is chaired by Lech Bądkowski. The “Statement” issued that day by the Gdańsk MKZ reads (amongst other things):

				[…] the conditions of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions in various cities and regions of Poland were reviewed during the meeting, […] the review of the organisational works proved that over 3 million working people in ca. 3,500 plants have already joined or expressed the willingness to join the NSZZ. […] When stating the progress of the founding and organisational works of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions it was revealed that they have been carried out in difficult conditions and that they must con-stantly face obstacles, the activities of NSZZ in those plants where the number of women is overwhelming, the NSZZ activities are hindered by the discriminating policy and pressure exerted by the economic admin-istration. In weaker or smaller locations, the establishment of the new unions is still accompanied by fear of persecutions and repressions. Some of the activities of the authorities, such as interrogations and detentions or the workers’ delegates by the SB and the MO or their surveillance by the MO lead to new tensions. The mass media in most of the regions still ignore the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions, while disinfor-mation activities are carried out in some locations. Old unions associated in the CRZZ attempt to carry out a deceitful propaganda about alleged losses suffered by the workers joining our unions. In many parts of Poland, local authorities do not follow the spirit of the Gdańsk Agreement. Our unions are facing premises-related problems. The managements of numerous plants are also causing constant obstacles hindering the work of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions.

				The meeting ends with the adoption of an assumption suggested by the MKZ NSZZ Mazo-via’s lawyer Jan Olszewski stating that the Gdańsk MKZ shall prepare a draft of the “Charter” for the entire NSZZ, which all MKZs will use as a basis to register as one union. Karol Modzelewski, a delegate from Wrocław, supports and justifies Jan Olszewski’s idea, suggesting that the new organisation should be called: The Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity”. The National Coordinating Commission (KKP) is established. It is made up of the representatives of all MKZs (one from each MKZ). It is about to perform coordinating functions. Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” (KZ NSZZ “Solidarity”) is also created with Lech Wałęsa at the helm.

				The MKZ NSZZ Jelenia Góra is established. Its Praesidium is made up of: Chairman: Roman Niegosz, Deputy Chairmen: Andrzej Piesiak, Lech Kaszubski, Christoforos Tulasz, Waldemar Borek, Secretary: Wojciech Aleksiewicz.

				The founding meeting of the NZS (Independent Students Association) is held at the Univer-sity of Gdańsk. It is attended by the delegates from the Tri-City’s major universities: the Gdańsk University of Technology, the Maritime University and the University of Gdańsk.
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				18

				The Chairman of the Social Committee for the Erection of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970, Henryk Lenarciak and Professor Wiktor Zin, deputy minister of culture and art, the general conservator of historical buildings and artefacts determine the location of the planned monument and agree that the design prepared by Bogdan Pietruszka will be changed, yet main-taining its leitmotif (crosses and an anchor). People from all over Poland send funds for the erec-tion of the monument.

				19

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw rejects the application to register the Peasant Trade Union of the Dobrzyń Lands and Kuyavia.

				20

				The Independent Self-Governing Trade Union – Mazovia meets for the first time in Warsaw bring-ing together ca. 200 representatives of the founding committees. The participants claim that the organisation associates of over 90 plants, and the number of members has exceeded 70,000. The meeting ends with a “Statement”, which reads:

				[…] old general boards have been lately establishing trade unions with the word “independent” in its name. Whole trade unions, such as the Polish Teachers Union, the Metalworkers Union, and so on, are being exclud-ed from the CRZZ structure. Such exclusions are imposed by the boards and not through voting carried out during free meetings, causing misunderstandings, because these are simply old unions under a changed name […].

				At the University of Gdańsk, the Independent Students Association (NZS) adopts a pro-gramme. It reads, inter alia:

				[…] the Association’s aim is to fight for the autonomy of culture and science, including full autonomy of universities, the democratisation of life in Poland and execution of human and citizen’s rights. We want to pursue that goal in accordance with the Constitution of the PRL.

				21

				A mass (from the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw) is broadcast for the very first time by the Polish Radio. Bishop Jerzy Modzelewski delivers the sermon. The “Announcement of the Episcopate of Poland” is read out in all churches across Poland. In it, the bishops demand access to the mass media for the Church and religious people.

				Forty-two representatives of agricultural societies from 13 voivodeships meet in Warsaw. The Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union of Farmers is established. 
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				Twenty-four postulates are elaborated, and the “Charter” is adopted. Zdzisław Ostatek becomes the President of the KZ, (Founding Committee) while Jan Kozłowski, Marek Milejski, Kazimierz Prykiel, Janusz Rożek, Maria Szczygielska are his deputies. On 19 October, during the meeting of the Founding Committee held in Krakow, the phrase “Rural Solidarity” is added to the name Independ-ent Self-Governing Trade Union of Farmers (NSZZR), and it now becomes the name of the Union.

				22

				The second meeting of the representatives of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committees from all of Poland starts in the afternoon in Gdańsk. The meeting is chaired by Lech Wałęsa, who heads the works of the National Coordinating Commission of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” (KKP NSZZ “Solidarity”). The attendees adopt the draft of the “Charter” pre-pared by the Gdańsk MKZ and discuss the future territorial structure of the Union. A concept of 17 large regions is presented (according to the old administrative division of Poland) along an idea to adjust the organisational structure of the Union to the existing administrative division. A deci-sion is made to register all MKZs collectively at the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw. The delega-tion which would submit the documents required to register the NSZZ “Solidarity” will consist of representatives of all MKZs (one per each Committee). It is also decided that until the convention is held, the previous KKP acts as the National Commission (its members are the representatives of various regions, mainly their chairmen, as well as chairman Lech Wałęsa and his two deputies: Andrzej Gwiazda and Ryszard Kalinowski). Moreover, the representatives of the MKZ support the idea to establish the NSZZ of all workers employed in agriculture, including individual farmers, pursuant to Point 1 of the Gdańsk Agreement.

				The chairman of the Founding Committee of the NSZZR Zdzisław Ostatek meets in Gdańsk with Lech Wałęsa. After the meeting, the National Coordinating Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” announces a special resolution stating that the first point of the Gdańsk Agreement (concerning the establishment of the new self-governing trade unions) should also refer to individual farmers.

				The first meeting of the representatives of the temporary founding committees creating the All-Poland Founding Committee of the Independent Students Association meets in Warsaw, in “Mikrus” Students’ House of the Warsaw University of Technology. Representatives of the univer-sities from Gdańsk, Krakow, Poznań and Warsaw attend the meeting. The debate is also observed by representatives from Gliwice, Szczecin and Wrocław. The meeting is participated by: Jacek Jancelewicz, Marek Sadowski, Alina Żulpo – from Gdańsk; M. Ciesielczyk, Ewa Kulik, Andrzej Miet-kowski, Wacław Sikora – from Krakow; J. Kubiak, M. Laskowicz – from Poznań; Jacek Czaputowicz, W. Karpinski, Teodor Klincewicz, K. Lechowski – from Warsaw. The attendees decide to establish a decentralised and nationwide organisation, which would be registered under one, common charter. They also decide that it is impossible to be a member of the Independent Students As-sociation and the Polish Socialist Youth Union at the same time.

				The council of ministers is debating. They discuss the initial assumptions of the 1981 econom-ic scheme. The statement informs that great attention was paid to the social issues: increasing 
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				wages and social allowances, the protection of a given standard of living by counteracting the unjustified rise of maintenance costs, execution of healthcare, social care and housing schemes and providing aid for young married couples.

				Jerzy Kołodziejski, Gdańsk Voivode, agrees to create a separate section in “Dziennik Bałtycki” (“Baltic Daily”) entitled “Self-Government”, which would be edited by a team headed by Lech Bądkowski.

				The first issue of “Solidarność z Gdańskiem” (“Solidarity with Gdańsk”), an independent maga-zine of the trade union’s movement is published in Łódź. It is edited by: Tomasz Filipczak, Editor-in-chief, Witold Sułkowski, Zofia Zwierkowska, Zenobia Łukasiewicz, Marek Chwalewski, Wojciech Słodkowski. The last, 34th issue of the magazine would be published on 17 September 1981.

				23

				The Council of State appoints a team to elaborate a bill on trade unions. Sylwester Zawadzki, Pres-ident of the Supreme Administrative Court and the Chairman of the Sejm Committee of the Leg-islative Works, becomes the chairman of the multi-person group. Activists from the independent trade union movement are also to be included in the team: Lech Wałęsa and Andrzej Gwiazda from the MKZ in Gdańsk, Edmund Kitłowski and Bronisław Ziemnianin from the MKZ in Szczecin, Sylwester Mlonk from the MKR at the Lenin Steelworks, Tadeusz Jedynak and Jarosław Sienkie-wicz from the Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee-Founding Commission in Jastrzębie-Zdrój.

				The MKR at the Huta “Katowice” transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of NSZZ “Solidarity” with temporary headquarters at the Huta ‘Katowice’ steel mill.

				The chairman of the “illegal” Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej (KPN), Leszek Moczulski, was arrested. He is alleged to have demeaned the dignity of the supreme authorities of the People’s Republic of Poland in an interview he gave to the magazine “Der Spiegel” on 15 September.

				24

				The delegation of NSZZ “Solidarity” submits a motion to register the Union at the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw and is informed that the formalities would be settled in less than a fortnight. Then, the delegation goes to a mass meeting with the local citizenry and workers from Ursus.

				Following a mass in the Holy Cross Church, the Solidarity delegation gathers at the headquar-ters of the Warsaw KIK to issue a “Statement” reading, inter alia: 

				Yesterday, the TV broadcasted “false interviews” with people supporting the MKZ in Gdańsk, which consti-tutes yet another attempt to discredit the activists of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. A separate statement states that the make-up of the commission appointed by the Council of State to prepare a Sejm bill on trade unions was not consulted with the NSZZ “Solidarity”, and its representatives were appointed without asking for consent. 
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				The make-up of the commission set with a resolution of the Council of State causes a flagrant inequality and makes it practically impossible for the NSZZ to influence the discussed bill.

				At 7:00 p.m., a press conference is held in Warsaw, in the seat of the “Interpress” Press Agency. It is participated by the Solidarity leaders: Lech Wałęsa, Stefan Jurczak, Zbigniew Przydział and Kazimierz Świtoń. Lech Wałęsa denies any political ambitions and declares that he is just a union-ist. He simultaneously admits that it is still too early to elaborate clear tasks and rules of activi-ties in particular situations. He also stresses that there’s an urgent need to re-establish a normal rhythm of work, order and peace, improve the circulation of information, which is necessary to spread the awareness that the agreements from Gdańsk and Silesia concern working people in whole Poland and that we are all responsible for their execution. If there are wild strikes, if there’s any dangerous wild strike, then OK, give us a plane and we’ll fly to talk to the people and convince them that these strikes don’t really suit us.

				The delegation of the Farmers NSZZ, together with the President of the Founding Committee, Zdzisław Ostatek, submits a motion to register the Union at the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw.

				The Joint Commission of the Polish Government and the Episcopate is restored. There’s a meeting devoted to the general review of the relations between the State and the Church and the preparations of the Commission’s work plan. The government is represented by: Kazimierz Barcikowski, Jerzy Kuberski, Aleksander Merker, and the Episcopate is represented by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski and Bishop Bronisław Dąbrowski.

				The design of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970 by engineer Bogdan Pie-truszka is adopted in Gdańsk during the meeting of the Social Committee for the Erection of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970, participated by the Deputy Minister of Culture and Art, Professor Wiktor Zin.

				The 15th issue of the Solidarity “Biuletyn Informacyjny” (“Information Bulletin”) an independ-ent magazine of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Gdańsk is published. It is the first issue of the maga-zine since 31 August. The editorial team urges the founding committees in plants to issue their own bulletins, stressing that the lack of information is […] one of the obstacles on the way to the development of the independent movement of the trade unions. Disinformation, gossip cause ten-sions and frequently lead to strikes. […] After all, there are plants and regions of Poland, which are only just receiving the first news about the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions. The interest is huge, but the ability to get together to protect the rights, dignity and interests of the workers varies. The restored bulletin is edited by: Joanna Duda-Gwiazda, Mariusz Wilk and Joanna Wojciechowicz.

				The “Dziennik Bałtycki” publishes the first issue of the addition “Samorządność” (“Self-Gov-ernment”). It should be published three times a week.
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				25

				The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Soli-darity” is established in Piła. It covers the Piła Voivodeship. Franciszek Langner becomes the MKZ chairman, Jan Pacześny and Marian Małecki are his deputies, Andrzej Ślęzak is the secretary and Walenty Samul becomes the treasurer.

				26

				The MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Gdańsk protests against the inability to publish the second issue of the “Self-Government” addition in “Dziennik Bałtycki”. The Solidarity activists say that this fact proves governmental ill will concerning the execution of the Gdańsk Agreement.

				The Ruch Młodej Polski (Young Poland Movement) issues a “Statement” devoted to Leszek Moczulski, reading, inter alia:

				His imprisonment clearly shows that the PRL authorities continue to believe that the MO’s repressions, put-ting people in prisons are accepted methods of a political fight. Only the feeling of own weakness in the face of the society, which is getting organised, does allow them to use these methods to greater extent. Lack of firm reaction of the society to the imprisonment of Leszek Moczulski may encourage them to continue the repressions against the people, who are involved in independent social activity. We urge all Poles to speak up for Leszek Moczulski. By defending him, we are defending our rights to freedom of speech and beliefs.

				Solidarity learns from the unofficial party/government sources, that 7,501 members of the PZPR have handed in their party IDs since 1 July. The greatest number (6,291) left in September. Workers accounted for almost 100% of this group.

				The first issue of “Głos Wolny Związkowca” (“The Unionist’s Free Voice”), a newspaper of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Warsaw Smelter Plant, is published. The editorial staff includes: Marek Jasiewicz, Jacek Lipiński, Andrzej Święcicki and Jan Takliński. Its last, 70th issue would be pub-lished on 4 December 1981.

				27

				Upon the request of Lech Wałęsa, Bogdan Borusewicz, a member of the KSS “KOR”, joins the Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Gdańsk.

				The Temporary Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee – Sieradz Lands with its seat in Zduńska Wola is established. It is headed by Zenon Borowski with Józef Jankowski as its secretary.

				The Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union headed by Bogusław Mikus is established in Chełm. Andrzej Łukaszczuk, Franciszek Szwed and Mieczysław Iwaniuk are the deputies.
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				29

				The National Coordinating Commission of the NSZZ “Solidarity” meets in Gdańsk. It criticises the execution of the Gdańsk Agreement and other agreements signed with the strike committees by the authorities. KKP decides to support these demands (however, without presenting any new ones) with a nationwide 1-hour warning strike held on Friday, 3 October, between noon and 1:00 p.m. They warn that if the authorities fail to meet the postulates by 20 October, then a general strike might break out.

				From the KKP “Statement”: 

				[…] it is practically impossible to execute the agreements in those plants, where the extended strikes did not break out. Field administrative and political authorities make it frequently difficult and impossible to establish the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union, by threatening and repressing their initiators. We demand that the government’s commitments concerning the wages are executed reliably within the set deadline, [we request] access to the mass media and curbing the bodies of the state and political administra-tion, which are sabotaging the agreements signed by the Government. 

				The MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” is established in Kalisz. The founding meeting is attended by del-egates representing workers’ and plants’ founding committees from 11 facilities, as well as the representatives of the Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” from Wrocław. Antoni Pietkie-wicz becomes the chairman of the Praesidium of the MKZ, and Bogusław Śliwa is appointed its secretary.

				The SB searches the flat of Zbigniew Romaszewski. They seize a copy of the “Report on the observance of the human and citizen’s rights in the PRL” prepared by the Helsinki Committee in Poland, which was supposed to be sent to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe in Madrid.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Dolnośląska” (“Lower Silesia Solidarity”) is published. It is a magazine of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Wrocław (as of 1 June 1981 – the Regional Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity”). The editorial staff includes: Janina Batkiewicz (technical editor), Jarosław Broda (editor-in-chief from Issue No. 8), Rafał Bubnicki (editorial assistant), Leszek Budrewicz, Ta-deusz Drozd, Aleksander Gleichgewicht, Lothar Herbst, Stanisław Huskowski, Andrzej Jakubo-wicz, Teresa Koczarska, Jacek Nowiński, Zenon Pałka, Aureliusz M. Pędziwol, Stefan Rogowicz, Agnieszka Sidorska, Mirosław Spychalski (technical editor), Alicja Terlikowska, Krzysztof Turkow-ski, Jerzy Wagner, Edward Wielkoszyński, Andrzej Wiśniewski and Maciej Zięba (editor-in-chief of the issues No. 1–7). By 13 December 1981, 60 issues will be released.

				30

				An agreement is reached in Lublin between the commission from the Ministry of Metal-lurgy, headed by Franciszek Kaim, and the Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” from the 
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				Legnica/Głogów Copper District. The agreement envisages lifting the 4-brigade system of work in copper mines and maintaining it in metallurgy, however, with guaranteed additional financial compensation.

				The KZ NSZZ “Solidarity” at the District Court is established in Gdańsk. The Committee is made up of: Teresa Adamiak, Regina Godlewska, Barbara Kuklińska, Janusz Ślężak, Antoni Szymański, Stefan Wiński, Kazimiera Wojciechowska and Michał Wyszomirski.

				Deputy PM Kazimierz Barcikowski delivers a speech on TV. He informs that 120 billion zlotys has already been spent on the pay raises arising from the execution of the agreements, and the demands concerning the wages exceed the level established by previous arrangements. He evaluates that the industry is working at 80–85% of its capacity. K. Barcikowski says, inter alia:

				We are standing on the foundations of agreements, we have ensured the possibility to register new unions, we have appointed a team to work on the act on trade unions, which would regulate the issue of the strike, we have also allowed the issue of the trade unions to be discussed in the mass media. The decision concerning the strike planned for 3 October violates the agreements and the rules of talks and reaching common stance, which have been elaborated basing on the agreements and which have been so far successful. […] the trade unions must ob-serve the rules of the socialist system, because it would prevent people characterised by confirmed anti-socialist attitudes from getting into their initiative groups. In this respect, there can be no insinuations, if the regeneration process is to be beneficial for the state, and not become the cause of disturbances and dangers. 

				October

				1

				Deputy PM Mieczysław Jagielski meets in Gdańsk with the delegation of the Presidium of the MKZ Gdańsk NSZZ “Solidarity”. The union is represented by: Lech Wałęsa, Anna Walentynowicz, Alina Pienkowska, Andrzej Gwiazda, Bogdan Lis, Lech Sobieszek and Lech Bądkowski. The talks concern the lack of the execution of the unions’ postulates, which made KKP announce one day earlier a nationwide warning strike planned for 3 October. After the talks, Lech Wałęsa declares that the protest was announced because the government had not implemented the first stage of the pay raise, but also because of the lack of access to the mass media and because the estab-lishment of the new unions is hindered in some regions of Poland. Lech Wałęsa recalls that these issues are included in the Gdańsk Agreement signed by the government on 31 August.

				One week after the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw receives the registration documents of the NSZZ “Solidarity”, the Trade Union’s authorities in Gdańsk receive a 4-page document signed by judge Zdzisław Kościelniak, commenting the “Charter”. The document includes reservations concerning the right to establish an all-Poland trade union (the judge proves that the Gdańsk Agreement refers to the Coast only), reservations concerning one of the clauses from the “Char-ter” devoted to the fact that people playing leading roles in political and social organisations 
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				are not allowed to perform union functions, as well as reservations concerning the fact that the “Charter” lacks a declaration recognising the leading role of the Communist party in the PRL and the observance of national alliances. 

				The first issue of “Nauka–Technika–Oświata. Informator wewnętrzny Niezależnego Samorządnego Związku Zawodowego Pracowników Nauki, Techniki i Oświaty” (“Science– Tech-nology–Education. Internal Leaflet of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union of the Em-ployees of Science, Technology and Education”) of the Mazovia Region is published. The editorial staff includes: Wojciech Kamiński, Piotr Ogrodziński, Józef Orzeł, Jerzy Smagowicz, Włodzimierz Wypych, Zbigniew Zawadzki, Henryk Szlajfer, Andrzej Drawicz, Agnieszka Maciejowska, Mirosław Malcharek (layout), Barbara Markiewicz, Marek Rapacki, Tadeusz Wypych, Maciej Stasiński and Adam Romaniuk. By 13 December 1981, 22 issues will be published.

				2

				Information concerning the establishment of the Founding Committee of the Self-Governing Union of the Agricultural Producers (55 people from 17 voivodeships) headed by Gabriel Janow-ski, is announced during the inauguration of the academic year at the Warsaw University of Life Sciences in Warsaw. The committee is made up of, inter alia: Tadeusz Szymańczak, Marian Wiak, Ryszard Lewandowski, Leszek Mirkowicz, Józef Brama and Ludwik Majlert.

				An MKZ is established in Tychy. It is headed by Leszek Zygmunt Waliszewski, worker of Plant No. 2 of the Fiat automobile factory in Tychy.

				3

				Plants selected by Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” to take part in the general warning strike stop between noon and 1:00 p.m. The “Biuletyn Informacyjny” of KSS “KOR” covers the course of the first all-Poland strike:

				[…] on 3 October, at noon, the plants’ sirens announced the start of the strike in most Polish cities. All plants affiliated in the smaller MKZs come to a halt. Where the strike is general, i.e. in Gdańsk, Wrocław, Elbląg, Bydgoszcz, Bytom, Wałbrzych, factories working continuous shifts and public services do not join the strike. In other regions, only selected plants stop. Other plants manifest their solidarity by displaying white and red flags, banners with the inscription “Strike”, putting strike pickets before the gates, activating alarms an-nouncing the beginning and the end of the strike, putting on white and red arm bands. Numerous enterpris-es without union organisations join the Solidarity operation. Officials, teachers and actors strike along the big industrial plants. The Lublin Theatre (except for the show for children) was selected to strike in Zielona Góra, in Wrocław any movement around the stalls in Solny Square stopped, in Bytom – the Cooperative of Blind Invalids, in Gdańsk – teachers wrote down new topic of their lessons: Solidarity/Warning Strike.
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				4–5

				The 6th Plenum of the KC PZPR (second part) debates. The read-out report reveals that during the last 3 months the strikes covered 2,000 plants and ca. 1.2 million workers. In his programme speech, Stanisław Kania stresses that the social dissatisfaction was justified, and the key task con-sists in restoring the bond between the party and the working class as well as strengthening and restoring its authority in society. The First Secretary of the Central Committee wants to continue building the socialism in the PRL and maintain the close alliance with the USSR. Mieczysław Mo-czar expresses regrets that we have dismissed Edward Gierek too late and now we must pay a high price for it. The participants agree to determine personal responsibility for the actions that have led to the weaker bond with the masses and to the social and economic crisis. The following people are dismissed from the Central Committee: Edward Babiuch, Zdzisław Żandarowski, Jerzy Łukaszewicz, Jan Szydlak, Tadeusz Wrzaszczyk and Tadeusz Pyka.

				5

				In the seat of the Regional Management of the National Railway in Gdańsk, the delegates of the Coordinating Commissions of the NSZZ “Solidarity” from the regions: East, North, West, Lower Silesia and Pomerania appoint the Inter-Regional Coordinating Commission of the Railwaymen with its seat in Gdańsk.

				The USSR authorities inform that the border checkpoint between the USSR and Poland in Brest is closed.

				6

				The KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” gathers in Gdańsk. Discussed issues: the course of the warning strike of 3 October and the attitude of the administrative authorities towards it, lack of Solidarity’s access to the mass media, reservations of the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw concerning the draft of the Union’s “Charter”. From the KKP “Statement”:

				[…] the strike broke out because the government did not observe the commitments arising from the agree-ments signed at the end of August and in early September concerning the freedom to organise NSZZ “Soli-darity”, the implementation of pay raises and access to the mass media. […] The course of the strike proved that despite the attempted disinformation and threats in numerous regions, the working world of the whole country supported our Union. We tried to limit economic losses resulting from the strike. In most of the plants, the daily production plans were met despite the strike. The 1-hour strike was carried out as planned: with dignity, prudence and solidarity. We would like to express our deepest thanks to the working class of the whole country and we are looking ahead with hope.

				From the KKP’s “Letter” to the Deputy PM Mieczysław Jagielski:

				[…] basing on the Gdańsk Agreement and the agreements signed at the Katowice Steelworks, we demand: 
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				1.	Publishing our own nationwide daily with a circulation equalling at least the circulation of “Głos Pracy” [(“Labour Voice” – the official CRZZ daily) as of 1 June 1980] and regularly increased, where necessary. 

				2.	Publishing regional periodicals with proper range and circulation. 

				3.	Publishing coherent works (books, brochures). 

				4.	Access to social mass media.

				The second MKZ from Białystok registers in Gdańsk (the delegates from the first one decided to dissolve it). Activists from Białystok commit themselves to integrate the region within one union organisation.

				According to the secret documents of the Ministry of Interior: 

				A stenogram of the teleconference of the Undersecretary of State, Brig Gen Adam Krzysztoporski and the voivode MO commandants: 

				[…] The strike broke out in ca. 1,800 plants. It was participated in by over 1.3 million people. In over 1,020 plants, whole crews, except for the services, with an impact on the continuity of the plants’ functioning, went on strike. Part of the crews stopped working in ca. 760 plants. Moreover, various forms of manifesting solidarity with the strikers (such as flags, banners, sirens and white and red arm bands) were observed in 1,000 plants. The greatest numbers of strikers according in the following voivodeships: Gdańsk–279, Katowice–242 including 53 mines, Wrocław–114, Bielsko-Biała, Bydgoszcz, Elbląg, Poznań, Słupsk, Toruń and Wałbrzych. The strikes were peaceful and were carried out in an atmos-phere of discipline and order [the last part of the sentence was crossed out by hand].

				7

				The deputy chairman of the State Defence Committee, Colonel Tadeusz Malicki, prepares a “Note on implementing martial law” and is ordered to prepare an extended study. From that day on, martial law appears in the authority’s secret documents.

				8

				The Minister of Justice, Jerzy Bafia, informs during the meeting of the Sejm, that charters of 27 unions have been submitted for registration by 7 October in the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw and 6 new trade unions have already been registered.

				The Sejm abridges Maciej Szczepański, chairman of the Committee for Radio and TV of his rights to parliamentary immunity. He was responsible for the propaganda of success in Edward Gierek’s times and is now accused of abuses.

				9

				Czesław Miłosz, who has been living abroad since 1951 receives the Nobel Prize in Literature (the prize is presented on 10 December).
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				In an interview for the “Trybuna Ludu” (“People’s Tribune”) daily, the judge of the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw, Zdzisław Kościelniak, says: […] the length of the registration process depends on the proper preparation of the documents. The expressions must be clear, precise, in accordance with the rules set forth in the Constitution and the provisions of law of the PRL.

				The first issue of the “Niezależności” (“Independencies”), an information journal of the NSZZ “Solidarity” in the Mazovia Region, is released. The editorial staff includes: Konrad Bieliński (Ed-itor-in-chief), Seweryn Blumsztajn, Julia Czarnecka, Ewa Izgarszew, Katarzyna Karpińska, Jerzy Kłosiński, Katarzyna Kobzdej, Magdalena Korotyńska, Marek Kossakowski, Ewa Kulik (Editorial as-sistant), Jan Łojak, Małgorzata Lanota, Irena Lewandowska, Krzysztof Leski, Krystyna Lityńska, Paweł Malko, Jerzy Modlinger, Jan Peche, Dorota Woyke and Ludwika Wujec. The last, 168th issue, would be published on 9 November 1981.

				10

				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Stanisław Kania, meets in Szczecin with the Praesidium of the MKR NSZZ “Solidarity”. The talks are devoted to the execution of the Gdańsk Agreement, Solidarity’s access to the mass media and the economic condition of the state.

				A meeting is held of the Social Committee for the Erection of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970 at the Gdańsk Shipyard. It is participated by Lech Wałęsa, representatives of the Gdańsk MKZ, Deputy Minister of Culture and Art, Professor Wiktor Zin and representatives of the Shipyard’s management. Minister W. Zin accepts the final graphic and structural version of the monument designed by Bogdan Pietruszka. The unveiling of the monument is planned for 16 December 1980.

				The first issue of “Głos Wolny Wolność Ubezpieczający” (“Free Voice Securing Freedom”) is released. It is published by the Students’ Self-Government of Warsaw University and edited by: Marcin Frybes, Krzysztof Kopczyński, Jan Skórzyński, Agnieszka Romaszewska, Katarzyna Zarańska and Andrzej Friszke. By 13 December 1981, 11 issues will be released.

				11

				The Gdańsk MKZ sends a letter to PM Józef Pińkowski protesting against the issuance of Resolu-tion 81/80 of the Council of Ministers of 6 September 1980. The Resolution is devoted to the post-strike wage raises which were the subject of the agreement with the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee at the Gdańsk Shipyard of 31 August 1980. Meanwhile, the introduction to the Resolution reads: “Having consulted the Central Council of the Trade Unions (CRZZ), the Council of Ministers has decided…” […] The Resolution was not consulted with the current NSZZ “Solidarity” and was not made public. […] The Resolution is inconsistent with the Gdańsk Agreement and violates the social agreement, which constitutes the basis [of the Gdańsk Agreement].
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				The independent section of the “Dziennik Bałtycki” (“Baltic Daily”) entitled “Samorządność” (“Self-Government”), edited by the MKZ “Solidarity” team in Gdańsk headed by Lech Bądkowski, which has been the subject of a dispute, becomes independent of the newspaper’s editorial staff.

				The first issue of the “Solidarność Ziemi Łódzkiej” (“Solidarity of the Łódź Lands”), an informa-tion bulletin of the NSZZ “Solidarity” – MKZ in the Łódź Lands is published. The editorial team includes: Benedykt Czuma, Stefan Niesiołowski, Andrzej Woźnicki, Wojciech Mantaj (technical editor), Ryszard Batory, Małgorzata Bartyzel, Andrzej Terlecki and Rafał Terlecki. By 13 December 1981, 61 issues will be released.

				The second supra-institutional structure of the union in the region is established in Sieradz: The Temporary Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee Sieradz, is headed by Marian Pertkiewicz, Ste-fan Rudzki and Zenon Barton.

				12

				105 representatives of the NSZZ “Solidarity” organisations of the Education and Upbringing Em-ployees from 23 voivodeships meet in Gdańsk. They discuss the negotiations between the teach-ers from Gdańsk and the ministerial committee. The government has rejected the most impor-tant of the 148 postulates: doubling the funds devoted to education and lowering the number of the teachers’ working hours to the maximum level approved by UNESCO (18 hours per week). The Education and Upbringing of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKK is established during the meeting. At the end of the debate, the participants demand to set the record straight in terms of the cur-riculum, by restoring the names of the writers, who are absent from the literary anthologies, etc.

				A uniform MKZ is established in Białystok. It associates 21 plants representing 4,600 members plus conditionally 12 plants, where no declarations of leaving old unions were handed in. The MKZ Praesidium of 18 is selected. It is headed by three co-chairmen: Jerzy Prajzner [Białostockie Zakłady “Unitra-Biazet” (“Unitra-Biazet” Białystok Plants)], Stanisław Przestrzelski [Białostockie Zakłady Graficzne (Białystok Graphic Plants)] and Jan Wołowski [Fabryka Przyrządów i Uchwy-tów (Factory of Precise Devices and Grips)]; Leszek Jakub Sławiński becomes the Committee’s spokesperson. 

				The Solidarity Coordinating Committee in Nowy Targ is established. It associates the Solidar-ity’s founding committees from the former district of Nowy Targ (except for the town of Zako-pane). Its representatives: Stanisław Kołodziej, Krzysztof Rajski and Wojciech Szopiński become the members of the NSZZ MKZ in Krakow.

				The first issue of “Nasza Solidarność” (“Our Solidarity”), an information bulletin of the Inter-En-terprise Workers’ Commission of the Founding Committee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” – Jastrzębie, is released. It is edited by: Jerzy Skwara, Tadeusz Jedynak, Grzegorz Stawski, Wiesław Gwiżdż, Henryk Wuttke, Piotr Musioł, B. Grajewski and Władysław Kałduński. By 13 December 1981, 30 issues will be released.
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				Representatives of the largest union organisations from Upper Silesia and Zagłębie meet in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, but they fail to create one regional structure.

				13

				The KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” meets in Gdańsk. The participants discuss how to bring about the ex-ecution of the workers’ postulates included in the Gdańsk Agreement. Andrzej Gwiazda stresses that all strikes must be approved by the MKZ. Lech Wałęsa notices that: A strike is a last resort. The fate of our country is our fate and a strike backfires on us. […] I understand that the government had thousands of postulates to read, and there were also personnel changes, new people came in and we must be understanding.

				14

				Ca. 1,000 students come to the meeting with Jacek Kuroń held in the hall of the Department of Humanities at the University of Gdańsk. The dean, two department first secretaries of the PZPR Basic Party Organisation and a few colonels from the Military Training School (in plain clothes) are also present. Jacek Kuroń states, inter alia, that: I would be satisfied today with a situation like this: the existing party wakes up and proposes a scheme of a social order, which would combine initiative, self-government and independence of all social movements that are being created right now, enter-prises and crews with central planning, naturally significantly modified and the political authorities of the party, in accordance with the Gdańsk Agreement. We can doubt if such a movement in the party is now possible. Therefore, the elaboration of such a programme must be the result of the activities of these social movements.

				15

				The MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” members meet in Gdańsk. They discuss the draft of the voting system of the Union, the execution of the postulates concerning the wages and propaganda activities devoted to the registration of Solidarity. The attendees prepare an invitation addressed to all MKZs in the country to an all-Poland meeting planned for 20 October. The Workers’ Committee of the “30 years of the PRL” Coalmine in Jastrzębie-Zdrój will host the meeting.

				The Military Council of the Armed Forces of the Warsaw Pact starts a meeting in Prague.

				According to the secret documents of the Ministry of Interior: The Voivodeship Headquarters of the MO receive from the Ministry of Interior an order to immediately send lists of people who are intended for isolation in case there is a serious threat.

				15–16

				A meeting of the 176th Plenary Episcopal Conference of Poland is held. The “Statement” reads, inter alia, […] we should strive for stabilisation based on social agreements, for the moral rebirth in the 

			

		

	
		
			
				153

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				public life, for economic progress, and social self-governments. All Poles want to feel like hosts in their own country. However, we must bear in mind the circumstances of the place and time. Therefore, our activities must be sensible and must ensure social order.

				Legal representatives of the Founding Committee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” meet in Warsaw with the representatives of the Voivodeship Court. The most important questionable issues cov-ered by the “Charter” are devoted to: the area of the Trade Union’s activities, the character of the right to strike, the information about the leading role of the Party in Poland, the state’s alli-ances, the ban on performing functions in the union by party activists and officials of the state administration.

				The first Solidarity Founding Committee in Zakopane is established in the Healthcare Centre. Barbara Tarnowska becomes its chair.

				The first issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny Międzyzakładowego Komitetu Założycielskiego NSZZ “Solidarność” Region Środkowo-Wschodni” (“Information Bulletin of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” – Central East-ern Region”) is released in Lublin. The editorial staff includes: Ewa Kowalska, Waleria Kunicka, Danuta Winiarska, Bronisław Kowalski, Waleria Misiewicz, Przemysław Zwoliński, Maryla Ma-linowska, Andrzej Michalczuk, Małgorzata Jadczak-Nowacka, Wacław Biały, Maria Dacko, Jacek Giszczak, Ryszard Jankowski, Andrzej Niewczas, Jan Krzysztof Wasilewski, Michał Zulauf, Marek Łoś, Cezary Listowski, Stanisław Jan Królik, Janusz Stworko, Zdzisław Bradel, Ewa Kipta, Wiesław Lipiec and Krzysztof Sawicki. By 13 December 1981, 58 issues will be released.

				17

				The inaugural meeting of a team appointed by the Council of State to elaborate the bill on trade unions is held. Representatives of Solidarity along the chairman of the KKP, Lech Wałęsa, put for-ward a motion to suspend further works of the team until the Trade Union is registered.

				Negotiations are held between the Commission of the Ministry of Health and Social Care, headed by Minister Marian Śliwiński, and representatives of the employees of the healthcare and social care sector affiliated in the NSZZ “Solidarity”, headed by Alina Pienkowska. Solidarity representatives demand a pay raise of 1,200–2,000 zlotys. The Ministry proposes 700 zlotys. The talks are suspended.

				17–31

				Negotiations are held in Wrocław between the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Regional Coordinating Commission of Railwaymen and the Government Committee. The talks are suspended sever-al times. On 21 September, a hunger-strike breaks out in the locomotive workshop. 34 mem-bers of Solidarity – workers of the Polish State Railways (PKP) from 8 regional managements of the railways and railway design studios – participate in the protest. Amongst them are: 
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				Krzysztof Gołygowski, Chairman of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the railwaymen from Lower Sile-sia, as well as Andrzej Ciechomski, Krzysztof Ciuraj, Mieczysław Glinczewski, Zbigniew Iwaniuk, Aleksander Janiszewski, Henryk Jarząbek, Wojciech Karkuciński, Jan Nesler, Mieczysław Rzepicki, Zbigniew Siwicki, Edward Skrzypczak, Zygmunt Sobolewski, Władysław Tatarzyński, Ewaryst Wa-ligórski and Konstanty Wojciechów. The strikers issue a “Statement” reading, inter alia, that […] unable to come to terms with the unjust decisions of the PRL government and the representatives of the Ministry of Transport concerning the suspension of the talks in the Locomotive Workshop of the ‘Wrocław Main Station’ between the NSZZ “Solidarity” – the Inter-Regional Coordinating Commis-sion of Railwaymen and the Government Committee, we, representatives of various Regional Man-agements of the State Railways selected for the negotiations, announce a hunger strike as a sign of protest until the talks are resumed. The hunger strike starts at noon in the common room of the locomotive workshop. Negotiations between the railwaymen and the ministerial committee are resumed on 23 October. They are now participated by the advisors – Professor Mieczysław Zlat and Doctor of Law Antoni Lenkiewicz. The Government Committee headed by the Minister of La-bour, Wages and Social Affairs, Janusz Obodowski, comes on 26 October. The first disputed issue, concerning the compensatory allowance, is settled during the night. The protesters suspend the strike. An agreement is signed between the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Regional Coordinating Com-mission of Railwaymen and the Government Committee, headed by Minister Aleksander Kopeć, in the Locomotive Workshop of the “Wrocław Main Station”.

				18–19

				Representatives of the temporary founding committees of independent students’ organisa-tions from all of Poland hold a meeting at the Warsaw University of Technology. The participants elaborate a uniform draft of the “Charter” and discuss issues connected with the registration of the organisation in the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw. A common name of the union is cho-sen: Niezależne Zrzeszenie Studentów (NZS) (The Independent Students Association (NZS)). The resolution founding the NZS calls it an independent self-governing trade union of students. The NZS all-Poland Founding Committee is also established made up of: Mirosław Augustyn (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań), Piotr Bikont (Łódź Film School), Wojciech Bogaczyk (KUL, Lublin), Stefan Cieśla (University of Wrocław), Jacek Czaputowicz (Warsaw University), Teodor Klincewicz (Warsaw University of Technology), Barbara Kozłowska (Silesian University of Technology, Gli-wice), Maciej Kuroń (University of Pedagogy, Olsztyn), K. Osińska (Main School of Planning and Statistics, Warsaw), Leszek Przysiężny and Marek Sadowski (University of Gdańsk); Agnieszka Ro-maszewska becomes the committee’s spokesperson. The draft of the NZS “Charter” reads, inter alia, the aim of the Association consists in acting for the development of democracy in academic cir-cles, self-governments and autonomy of the universities. These aims can be reached also through protests of the students in particularly justified cases when a strike is proclaimed.

				18–21

				Solidarity leaders, including Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Gwiazda and Anna Walentynowicz travel to the south of Poland. They are gradually joined by leaders of the Trade Union from other regions. 
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				A mass meeting attended by ca. 12,000 people is held on 18 October at the stadium in Nowa Huta. There, Lech Wałęsa says, inter alia, The Union will function, even if it is not legally confirmed. Solidarity is big enough not to be afraid of anything. If we cannot be registered, then we will not pay attention to the bureaucracy. Another mass meeting is held on 19 October in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, where the Solidarity leader, states: Solidarity will not retreat in the face of the demands of the au-thorities and will not change its charter. We intend to respect and support the Constitution, but we will not include the phrase “leading role of the party” into our charter. Old Unions weren’t registered in the Court, and they were functioning. The FJN is not registered, yet it functions. Solidarity will also exist and function regardless of the registration. We want to live with our socialism, with Polish social-ism. Mass meetings in Nowy Targ, Nowy Sącz and Tarnów are held on the very same day. On 21 October, Lech Wałęsa declares in Częstochowa: the most important task [consists in] finishing the organisation of Solidarity in all of Poland and putting the movement’s structure in order. Right now, there are 51 MKZs, while 10–17 would be enough. Besides, we must intervene in cases of people who were harmed in the past. And make sure that the agreements are executed!

				In Issue No. 12 of “Samorządność”, its reporter reviews the results of the travel of Solidarity’s leaders: 

				[…] we were taking part in a new phenomenon of our public and social life, it’s a kind of huge, mass meet-ings taking a new form, experienced as [something] real. It makes us aware of the need of big public meet-ings, where the attendees could identify themselves with what they are hearing. The great need of such gatherings and meetings as an element of normal social life must be recognised. All the meetings had also one other constant element. Singing the national anthem and one of the stanzas of the hymn “Boże coś Polskę”. The entire trip is joyous, creative in a way, because [it was] creating a new social emphases remind-ing [us about] one more thing – care for the fate of the country is no longer merely a care, but a burden, a responsibility of the trade union movement.

				19

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński celebrates a mass in the Primate’s Palace in Warsaw for the Praesidium of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” – Mazovia Region and the Solidarity delegation from the Tri-City plants. The Primate delivers a personal homily.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Świętokrzyska” (“Holy Cross Region Solidarity”) – a bulletin of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Świętokrzyski (“Holy Cross”) Region. The editorial team, includes: Z. Jamróz, W. Jura, Jerzy Węglarski, T. Wojciechowski, J. Pieczul, T. Wesołowski, Przemysław Je-rzy Witek, Joanna Korpas, D. Dąbrowska, Jerzy Spolitak, W. Kamiński, J. and W. Sadowscy (cor-respondents from Starachowice), M. Skarżyński, S. Golemiec, R. Siwek, Stanisław Maciejewski, E. Stachurska, S. Antoszewski, B. Domagała, Jerzy Stępień and R. Strzębała.
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				20

				The All-Poland Founding Committee of the Independent Students Association (NZS) submits registration documents in the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw.

				The first issue of the “Solidarność Krośnieńska” (“Krosno Solidarity”), an information bulletin of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Coordinating Commission of the Krosno Lands, is released. It is edited by: Tadeusz Aftarczuk, Andrzej Busse, Jerzy Fleszar, Stanisław Grzybowski (Editor-in-chief), Józef Karpiński, Zenon Szachowicz and Andrzej Wlazło. By 13 December 1981, 21 issues will be released.

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR and the Praesidium of the United People’s Party (NK ZSL) de-termine that agricultural societies must play the part of the trade unions of individual farmers.

				21

				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Stanisław Kania, meets with the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński. The meeting is followed by a short, general statement.

				The Social Committee for the Erection of the Monument to June 1956 headed by Roman Brandstaetter is established in Poznań. Most of its members participated in the June 1956 events – the events of the so-called “Black Thursday” in Poznań.

				22

				Upon the command of the Minister of Defence, General Wojciech Jaruzelski and the Polish Gen-eral Staff start urgent preparations of a plan to introduce martial law in the PRL.

				The first issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny” (“Information Bulletin”) of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” – Wałbrzych Voivodeship, is released. The editorial staff includes: Jan Araszkiewicz, Jan Lityński, Jacek Pilchowski, Marek Zieliński, Grzegorz Skiba, Marek Szelążek and Józef Szuba. By 13 December 1981, 9 issues will be released.

				23

				The Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants) go on strike. The protest is caused by an impasse in the talks between the management and Solidarity concerning the diversified pay raises in the plant. KKP leader, Lech Wałęsa, comes to “Ursus”. After receiving guarantees that the division of the pay raises would be withdrawn and the negotiations would be resumed, the strike ends 3 hours after its announcement.

				According to the estimations of the trade union activists, 6–8 million people were members of Solidarity. They account for ca. 60–70% of the workers.
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				Representatives of the Polish Teachers Union meet with the Minister of Education, Krzysztof Kruszewski, and present their postulates: a five-day working week with a smaller number of hours, a pay raise and doubling budget expenditures on education.

				23–24

				Once again, the Government Committee comes to the Katowice Steelworks. Contrary to the dec-larations, the Committee has already signed an agreement with the Steelworkers Trade Union at the Steelworks. Andrzej Rozpłochowski tears up this document before the eyes of the govern-mental delegation and talks are suspended. They are resumed after many hours of negotiations between the experts of both parties. A ministerial agreement between the MKZ NSZZ “Solidar-ity” at the Katowice Steelworks (headed by Andrzej Rozpłochowski) and the Government Com-mittee (headed by Deputy PM, Aleksander Kopeć) is signed on 24 October. A standing commit-tee is established to supervise the execution of the signed agreement.

				24

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw led by Zdzisław Kościelniak registers the Independent Self--Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” introducing simultaneously wilful changes to its “Charter”: provisions concerning the right to strike are crossed out and a provision about the leading role of the PZPR is added. The delegation of the NSZZ “Solidarity” leaves the court after hearing the decision to register such a changed “Charter”. On his way out, Lech Wałęsa states: I think some other union has been registered, not the one I’m representing.

				In a special “Statement”, the KKP announces an official protest and declares the intention to appeal to the Supreme Court: 

				Today, following a public hearing, the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw issued a decision thus registering our Union, simultaneously introducing wilful and unilateral changes to our charter. The court crossed out the charter’s provisions referring to the right to strike and added a provision containing a political declaration. These changes have been introduced against the clear statement of will expressed by the authorised rep-resentatives of the Union. We were waiting for a month for the registration of our Union, we believe it is an obvious and necessary condition required to execute post-strike agreements and it is simultaneously deter-mined by law. The “Charter” presented by us, which was in line with the provisions of law in all respects, and which was unprecedented in the history of the Polish justice system, was subject to unpunished mutilation, without the consent of the Founding Committee. We consider this fact to be outrageous! […] We do not and will not accept such interferences violating the rules of the independent and self-governing character of our Union. We have declared more than once in the past that we want to decide personally about the issues that concern us – we now repeat it again with full strength. In our work, we will follow our charter without the adjustments made by the Court. Simultaneously, we are bringing an action against the judgement of the Voivodeship Court in the part introducing changes to our charter. We announce that we do not accept them. We demand full consideration for the law. The Court’s decision draws full attention to the violation of the rule of law, which has been passed over in silence in the declarations devoted to the renewal of public 
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				life. The Court’s actions make the fight for the rule of law and the independence of the courts a direct busi-ness of our Union.

				Eight railwaymen start a hunger strike in Bydgoszcz, thus manifesting solidarity with the rail-waymen from Wrocław. The Gdańsk MKZ issues a “Statement” threatening with a strike of the plants repairing the rolling stock on the Coast with the possibility to expand the protests to all of Poland, if the authorities fail to start negotiations with the railwaymen and do not fulfil their demands. The strike may start on 27 October.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Lubelska” (“Lublin Solidarity”) of the Inter-Enterprise Found-ing Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” in Zielona Góra, is released. It is edited by: Andrzej Busse, Henryk Neckar, Jerzy Podbielski, Włodzimierz Przybyłko, Konrad Stanglewicz, Zenon Szachowicz and Marek Wójtowicz.

				The first issue of “Wiadomości Krakowskie” (“Krakow News”), a journalistic/information mag-azine of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” – Lesser Poland, is released. The editorial staff includes: Kazi-mierz Adamczyk, Mieczysław Gil, Leszek Konarski, Maciej Kozłowski, Henryk A. Pach, Jan Rogóż, Jerzy Surdykowski, Jacek Wcisło, Krzysztof Baran, Elżbieta Morawiec, Andrzej Lisowski and Woj-ciech Wiśniewski. By 13 December 1981, 24 issues will be published.

				25

				The National Coordinating Commission for the Radio and TV Employees of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is established with its seat in Wrocław. It is created by the representatives of the founding com-mittees from radio/TV centres in Gdańsk, Poznań, Wrocław, Krakow, Warsaw, Bydgoszcz, Opole, Szczecin, Lublin, Łódź, Katowice and Zielona Góra. These committees represent ca. 60% of the radio and TV employees and declare the will to turn radio and TV into institutions which would reflect public opinion.

				The Chairman of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” – Mazovia Region, Zbigniew Bujak, states that as of 29 October, the position of the crews concerning the possible strike should be determined. The protest would constitute a response to the possibility of the Supreme Court not considering the position of the Union concerning the contents of the “Charter”. He believes that the idea of a general strike should be considered only for the region of the capital of Poland.

				The Secretariat of the KC PZPR debates; the meeting’s stenogram reads: 

				Władysław Kruczek: What’s that? Wałęsa needs to come and calm “Ursus” down to [make them] work. It’s anarchy. 

				Andrzej Werblan: If you were capable of calming “Ursus” down then we would have sent you. 

				Mirosław Milewski, Minister of Interior: Solidarity is truly popular, there are ca. 5 million people, though they say it’s 7 million. 
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				Kazimierz Barcikowski: Comrade Milewski talked about 5 million members of Solidarity. The Organisational Department settled the number of those in Solidarity and simultaneously party members – it is estimated that [it’s] half of the workers. We advised the members of the party to join the new trade unions. But there’s the question: do we have the party members in “Solidarity” – or does “Solidarity” have members in the party?

				26

				A convention of the representatives of the scientific employees associated in the NSZZ “Solidar-ity” starts at the Gdańsk University of Technology. The delegates represent 22 centres from all of Poland. The National Commission of Education and Upbringing of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is es-tablished along the subcommittees: information with its seat in Gdańsk and programme with its seat in Wrocław. The attendees do not allow the ZNP convention (which is debating) to represent the teachers and send an open letter to the Sejm devoted to the tragic condition of the educa-tion and upbringing system including a postulate to increase the funds devoted to education.

				Representatives of the instructors of the Polish Scouting Association (ZHP) from Gdańsk, Kra-kow, Poznań, Lublin, Gliwice, Warsaw and Zakopane meet in Warsaw. They discuss the condition of the ZHP – they believe it does not properly fulfil its didactic duties. The Andrzej Małkowski Convention of Instructor Centres is established with the task of cooperating closely with the en-terprise committees of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Employees of Education and Upbringing. 

				The All-Poland convention of the organisers of the agricultural trade unions participated by Lech Wałęsa is held in Gdańsk, in the seat of the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity”. Two concepts are presented during the meeting: the idea of the Rural Solidarity (national union with voivodeship branches af-filiating both individual farmers as well as workers of other sectors of agriculture) and the idea of the Peasant Solidarity (a federation of voivodeship unions affiliating only individual farmers).

				27

				A meeting of KKP “Solidarity” starts. It is attended by the Praesidium of the Gdańsk MKZ. The KKP issues a statement and calls the decision to alter the “Charter”, which was made by the Voivode-ship Court in Warsaw, illegal and states that it has led to greater tensions amongst the work crews: 

				Feeling responsible for the fate of the Country and led by the will to avoid a dangerous social conflict, the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” urges the PM of the government of the PRL and the Minister of Justice to come to the talks to the BHP Hall at the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard on 28 October 1980, at 8:00 p.m. We believe it is crucial to reach and sign an agreement concerning the registration of the union, with respect for its independent and self-governing character, and particularly for the rights to its own charter as well as concerning the execu-tion of other stipulations of the Gdańsk Agreement. […] Should the Government refuse to take part in the talks, the KKP will advise the MKZs of the NSZZ “Solidarity” to transform into Strike Committees and make appropriate decisions. This means the proclamation of a readiness to strike.
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				Prime Minister Józef Pińkowski informs that he cannot come to Gdańsk on 28 October, but he invites the KKP to Warsaw or suggests an alternative date for his visit to Gdańsk – 29 October.

				Local party activists from Toruń establish an Advisory and Conciliation Committee of the Party Organisations, thus creating horizontal structures in the PZPR. Activists from the Nicolaus Copernicus University (UMK) in Toruń and the “Towimor” Toruń Ship Devices Plants, where Zbig-niew Iwanow became the First Secretary of the PZPR Basic Party Organisation, played most ac-tive parts. Two weeks earlier, two party members: Roman Bäcker, assistant at the Social Sciences Institute of the UMK, and Andrzej Zybertowicz, academic employee of the Philosophy Section at the Social Sciences Institute of the UMK, announce the text entitled “The PZPR’s Last Chance”. They believe that the said last chance consists in breaking the monopoly concerning the deci-sions of all sorts, and particularly the monopoly of the central executive bodies of the PZPR.

				The first issue of “Errata” (“Erratum”), a magazine of the NZS at Poznań University of Techno-logy devoted to social and cultural issues, is released. It is edited by: Krzysztof Kaczmarek, Jacek Maruniewicz, Krzysztof Pachocki, Michał Słomkiewicz, Andrzej Tomczyk and Roman Trawiński.

				28

				The Politburo of the KC PZPR debates in Warsaw. It urges the Ministry of Internal Trade to finalise the Concept of the sale of meat and its products using the system of ration tickets.

				The first issue of the “Solidarność Tarnobrzeska” (“Tarnobrzeg Solidarity”), an information bulletin of the NSZZ “Solidarity” in “Siarkopol” Plants, is released. The editorial team includes: Marian Antończyk, Marian Dojka, E. Pawłowski, Andrzej Zych and Stanisław Żwiruk. By 13 Decem-ber 1981, 43 issues will be published.

				29

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw rejects the motion to register the NSZZ of Farmers– “Rural Solidarity”. In its justification, the Court explains that the presented trade union plans to affiliate individual farmers, and according to the Polish legislation, only workers of nationalised plants can apply for membership in state unions. The very same day, the court refuses to register the Peas-ant Trade Union of the Dobrzyń Lands and Kuyavia (submitted for registration on 19 September by Stanisław Janisz and Wojciech Obernikowicz) and the Peasant Independent Trade Union with its seat in Ząbkowice Śląskie (submitted for registration on 21 October by Stanisław Helski and Adam Konopacki).

				The Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union debates. The meeting’s stenogram reads:

			

		

	
		
			
				161

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				Leonid Brezhnev: Counterrevolution is raging in Poland […]. Wałęsa goes […] from town to town, […] the state authorities are silent, so is the press, the TV does not oppose the anti-socialist elements. Maybe it will really be necessary to introduce martial law. 

				Dmitry Ustinov: If martial law is not introduced, the situation will become more complicated […]. The army hesitates. However, our Northern Group of Forces is prepared and in full military readiness.

				Andrei Gromyko: […] maybe we shouldn’t introduce it [the martial law] right away, particularly right after the return of Comrades Kania and Pińkowski from Moscow [planned for 30 October]. We should wait, yet we need to make them ready and support them. We cannot lose Poland.

				29–31

				An Extraordinary Convention of the Polish Journalists Association begins its debates. Stefan Brat-kowski (from the “Życie Warszawy” daily) is appointed the Association’s president. Jerzy Surdy-kowski (“Życie Literackie”) and Maciej Iłowiecki (“Polityka”) become his deputies, and Dariusz Fi-kus (“Polityka”) is now the general secretary. The participants of the discussion criticise decidedly the manipulation of information and the depreciation of the profession of a journalist.

				30

				The First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, Stanisław Kania and PM Józef Pińkowski pay a short visit to Moscow, where they meet with Leonid Brezhnev. 

				The information sent by the authorities of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union to Erich Honecker, the General Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED– communist party of the German Democratic Republic) devoted to Stanisław Kania and Józef Pińkowski’s visit to Moscow, reads: 

				We have clear indications […] of a culmination of the crisis, which is far from being solved and of the fact that the PZPR has an adamant enemy, who does not even consider stopping halfway through. […] The Polish leaders got some friendly advice. Firstly, there’s the necessity to prevent the hostile forces from getting into the army, which is the most important foundation of the people’s authority.

				31

				Talks between the PM Józef Pińkowski and the NSZZ “Solidarity” delegation headed by Lech Wałęsa start in the building of the Office of the Council of Ministers. The negotiations are partici-pated by ca. 100 people, including representatives of the peasants. The talks end in the night. No joint statement is signed. The government commits itself to make sure that the Supreme Court reviews the appeal concerning the registration by 10 November. The government acknowledges that “Solidarity” gained legal personality as of 24 October, it provides consent to the publication of a nationwide weekly and declares that the printing devices sent from the West to Solidarity would be exempted from customs duty. Moreover, the government promises that the pay raises would be executed in agreement with the crews.
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				November

				1

				Activists of the trade unions lay flowers and wreaths at the cross near Gate No. 2 of the Gdańsk Shipyard. Workers of the shipyard and delegations from plants from all over Poland hold honour guard.

				“Polityka” (“Politics”) weekly publishes interviews with the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” activists from Gdańsk: Lech Wałęsa, Alina Pienkowska, Andrzej Gwiazda, Bogdan Lis and Bogdan Boruse-wicz. Lech Wałęsa declares: We do not question socialism or our alliances, we respect the realities, it’s inevitable. We won’t go back to capitalism for sure, neither will we copy any western model […]. Socialism is not a bad system and let it be, but under control.

				2

				Lech Wałęsa participates in a mass meeting in Włocławek, where he states, inter alia, There’s the possibility of a general strike, but I do not want it.

				3

				At the Ministry of Interior, General Bogusław Stachura makes a decision to prepare the “Malwa” (“Hollyhock”) operation (later codenamed “Azalea”) – a blockade of communication and tele-communication after the introduction of martial law.

				4

				The government’s spokesperson and the representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Wages and Social Affairs inform during a press conference, that as many as 12 million people have already had their wages increased. On yearly basis, the pay raise amounts to 102 billion zlotys. They as-sure that the 5-day working week will be in force as of the beginning of 1981. The spokesman of the government informs that the special working team will discuss Solidarity’s access to the mass media. He stresses that Solidarity will be able to publish its own magazine, and ensures that the printing equipment, which was sent from the West to the Union and seized at the border, has already been released.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Ziemi Puławskiej” (“Puławy Lands Solidarity”), a magazine of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Soli-darity” – Puławy Lands, is released. The editorial staff includes: Apoloniusz Berbeć, Hanna Czekaj, Andrzej Hoszkowski, Andrzej Kowalczyk, Ireneusz Ostrokólski, Grzegorz Wołczyk, Włodzimierz Zbiniewicz, Antoni Faber, Krzysztof Małagocki and Czesław Solar. By 13 December 1981, 74 issues will be published. 
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				The first issue of “Pismo Związkowe” (“Trade Union Magazine”), a magazine of the Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” – Commu-nication Equipment Factory “PZL–Świdnik”, is released. It is edited by: Alfred Bondos, Zygmunt Karwowski, Zbigniew Kalinowski, Zenon Księski, Joanna Zielińska, Eugeniusz Popkiewicz. By 13 December 1981, 43 issues will be published.

				5

				Employees of the healthcare system affiliated in the NSZZ “Solidarity” once again urge the gov-ernment to pay attention to the problems of the healthcare system. They publish a letter to PM Józef Pińkowski, which is signed by Alina Pienkowska and Michał Kurowski, demanding: a visit of an authorised Government Committee to Gdańsk on 7 November 1980 at 10:00 a.m. to start ne-gotiations concerning our proposals of the pay raise in the healthcare system and other problems of healthcare in Poland, in accordance with the statement of the Citizen PM presented before the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Coordinating Commission on 31 October 1980. The meeting with the Govern-ment Committee is held two days later.

				6

				A protest of postal workers starts in Poznań. A committee sent by the Ministry of Communication comes to the talks with the Strike Committee of the Voivodeship Post Office and the Regional Postal Carriers. The conflict concerns, inter alia, the subscriptions of newspapers and magazines carried out by the post.

				7

				Talks between the representatives of the healthcare employees affiliated in “Solidarity”, headed by Alina Pienkowska, and the Government Committee headed by the Minister of Health, Marian Śliwiński, are held in the Gdańsk Voivodeship Office. They end without reaching any agreement. The healthcare employees announce a sit-in strike. Their “Statement” stresses: 

				The healthcare crisis is augmenting. Its reasons consist in decades of discriminatory policy towards health-care, lack of basic medicines, bandages and beds in hospitals as well as the tragic problems with space, ac-companied by the ongoing devastation of medical equipment caused by their overload beyond any meas-ure. […] The average pay in healthcare is lower than the average pay in Poland by ca. 1,500 zlotys. After the introduction of the August price rise, this difference increased to 2,400 zlotys. It’s therefore no surprise that the hospitals currently lack 40% of lower staff, and their work is performed by prisoners, the Voluntary Labour Corps and the army. […] As the negotiations have not led us to any results so far, the group of the healthcare delegates from all of Poland made up of 120 people has decided to remain in the Coat-of-Arms Hall of the Voivodeship Office in Gdańsk, waiting for [some] constructive propositions from the Government. 

				The strike ends on 17 November.
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				Talks between the NSZZ “Solidarity” Committee of the Education and Upbringing Employ-ees and the Government Committee start in the very same Voivodeship Office in Gdańsk. They end without reaching any agreement. As a result, 11 representatives of Solidarity decide to start a sit-in strike in the Office. In the issued “Statement”, the teachers claim that they would continue until the government takes constructive actions to improve the disastrous condition of the Polish education and upbringing system. The strike ends on 17 November.

				Public transport goes on strike in some cities, such as Gdańsk (between 3:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.) manifesting their solidarity with healthcare employees.

				The committee of the Ministry of Communication signs an agreement in Poznań with Solidar-ity representatives of the postal/communication offices. As of 1 January 1981, the Polska Poczta, Telegraf, Telefon (Polish Post, Telegraph, Telephone) enterprise will not carry out the subscrip-tions and will not deliver the magazines.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Opolszczyzny” (“Solidarity of the Opole Lands”), an informa-tion bulletin of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” in Opole, is released. The editorial staff includes: Krzysztof Borkowski, Roman Kirstein, Jerzy Łysiak, Adam Werwiński, Jarosław Chołodecki, Stanisław Jałowiecki, Tade-usz Kasprowicz, Krzysztof Oleszko, Krzysztof Stachowski, Piotr Skrobotowicz, Zbigniew Szatyński and illustrators: Andrzej Czyczyło, Marek Mikulski, Bolesław Polnar. After having published the 20th issue (on 10 July 1981) the magazine ceases to be published in its previous form. It is re-placed by “Prawda” (“The Truth”).

				8

				“Samorządność” publishes a speech by Antoni Rajkiewicz, a government expert, delivered for the Gdańsk Scientific Society. In his opinion, if we assume that the so-called minimum subsist-ence figure amounts in 1980 to 2,020 zlotys, then 6.2 million people live below that level. In 1976, allowances for the poorest were assigned in the amount of 16 billion zlotys, in 1979, this amount reached only 14 billion. A. Rajkiewicz notices that the pay raise granted in the wake of the August events concerned mostly the highest earners. Food standards in hospitals and kindergartens were lowered, and the health of society has deteriorated due to the lack in nutrition. The gov-ernment’s expert proves that in 1979 only 36 kg of meat were allotted per year to a statistical resident. Meanwhile, the consumption of alcohol has increased.

				10

				The Supreme Court reverses the amendments introduced to the “Charter” of Solidarity by the Warsaw Voivodeship Court. The representatives of Solidarity agree to add to the annex the provi-sions of the International Labour Organization Conventions and a fragment of the Gdańsk Agree-ment, where the MKS recognises the leading role of the PZPR in the country. After the NSZZ 
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				“Solidarity” is registered in the register of trade unions, the KKP cancels the readiness to strike, which was announced on 27 October.

				The first issue of “Solidarność. Biuletyn Informacyjny” (“Solidarity. Information Bulletin”) is published in Krakow. From its 8th issue, the magazine changes its name to “Goniec Małopolski” (“Lesser Poland Messenger”), and from its 50th issue – to “Tygodnik Sekcji Informacji” (“Informa-tion Section Weekly”) of the Lesser Poland Regional Board. The editorial staff includes: Maria Sierotwińska, Anna Szwed, Jan Franczyk, Bogusław Sonik, Mirosław Dzielski, Robert Kaczmarek, Lesław Maleszka, Tomasz Schoen, Andrzej Borzęcki, Dorota Stec, Danuta Dziewońska, Małgorzata Żłobińska, Jakub Meissner, Katarzyna Nowakowska. The magazine is printed by: Jerzy Sidor and Janusz Pierzchała. By 13 December 1981, 56 issues will be released.

				During a secret meeting held in Częstochowa with the representatives of the management staff of Częstochowa plants, the Częstochowa Voivode, Mirosław Wierzbicki, commits the direc-tors to prevent access of the new trade unions to the plants’ radio centres and to remove their posters and mottos. He announces that strikes would be treated as anti-state actions, which (as such) will be suppressed by the army. He also threatens with the introduction of martial law should such a need be decided.

				11

				On the anniversary of Poland regaining its independence, thousands of people protest in Gdańsk at the Targ Drzewny (Wood Fair). The floor is taken by Lech Wałęsa, inter alia.

				11–19

				During a meeting held on 11 November in the “Ikar” club, the Regional Inter-Enterprise Found-ing Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” in Częstochowa an-nounces a sit-in strike and demands immediate dismissal of the Częstochowa voivodeship and city authorities as well as Józef Grygiel, the First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR. The government’s delegation led by the Minister of Administration, Municipal Manage-ment and Environmental Protection, Józef Kępa, comes to Częstochowa on 17 November – one week after the beginning of the strike. On 19 November, at 6:30 a.m. an agreement is signed. As a result, the Voivode Mirosław Wierzbicki and his deputies, Józef Grygiel, the First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee of the PZPR, the First Secretary of the Urban Committee of the PZPR, Włodzimierz Kosmala and the city’s Mayor Ryszard Matysiakiewicz are dismissed. The PZPR build-ings are given by the authorities to be used for social purposes. A healthcare centre is established in the building of the Urban Committee of the PZPR, and the villa occupied previously by the First Secretary of the Voivodeship Committee will now serve as a special school. A special government commission is appointed to check the bad management of the Częstochowa Voivodeship and city authorities.
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				During the night of 12 to 13 November the strikers remaining in the Coat-of-Arms Hall of the Gdańsk Voivodeship Office are joined by the representatives of the plants from the Mazovia Re-gion and the Szczecin Pomerania (including Warsaw Smelter Plant, “Ursus” Plant and Adolf War-ski Shipyard in Szczecin). They would stay there until the end.

				Zygmunt Goławski, a KPN activist, is arrested.

				13

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw rejects the motion to register the Independent Students As-sociation (NZS).

				15

				The first issue of “Solidarność Wielkopolski” (“Greater Poland Solidarity”), a magazine of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Poznań, is published. The editorial staff includes: Stanisław Barańczak, Piotr Czartołomny, Lech Dymarski, Edward Grześkowiak, Ryszard Krynicki, Ewa Szadkowska, Wojciech Wołyński, Jan Krzysztof Adamkiewicz, Marian Dźwiniel, Grzegorz Gauden, Andrzej B. Górski, Władysław Balicki and Sławomir Magala.

				17

				An agreement between the employees of the healthcare, education and culture system and re-spective ministerial committees is signed in the Voivodeship Office in Gdańsk, ending the talks, which started on 7 November.

				19

				During a meeting in Szczecin, the KKP entrusts Karol Modzelewski with the task of performing the function of the NSZZ “Solidarity” spokesperson.

				20

				During his visit to East Berlin, Stefan Olszowski (member of the KC PZPR Politburo) states in a con-versation with Erich Honecker, the General Secretary of SED (Communist party of the German Democratic Republic): Sooner or later there will be a confrontation, it is inevitable. We want to be the ones who are determining its time. We will have to use political and administrative means. By admin-istrative means I understand detentions. 30,000 people have been trained for street combat.

				The MO and the SB officers supervised by the deputy prosecutor Wiesława Bardonowa search the premises of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” – Mazovia and seize a secret document prepared 

			

		

	
		
			
				167

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1980

			

		

		
			
				by the General Prosecutor, Lucjan Czubański, entitled “Notes on the hitherto rules of pursuing the participants of illegal anti-socialist activities”. The document advises the voivodeship pros-ecutors to use illegal methods in order to fight the anti-socialist forces. Next day, Jan Narożniak, employee of the MKZ printing house, and Piotr Sapełło, employee of the General Prosecutor’s Office’s copying room, who is suspected of delivering the said documents, are arrested.

				The first issue of MKZ’s magazine “Solidarność Pilska” (“Piła Solidarity”) is published. Jarosław Gruszkowski becomes its editor-in-chief. The editorial staff includes also: Małgorzata Czech, Fran-ciszek Langner, Artur Leczycki, Marek Kierkowicz, Waldemar Jordan, Justyn Wardalski, Henryk Góra, Stanisław Humeniuk and H. Izban. By 13 December 1981, 22 issues will be published.

				23

				The All-Poland Convention of Inter-Cooperative Founding Committees of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Cooperatives of the Blind, is held.

				The Convention of the Rural Solidarity is held in Gniezno.

				24

				The MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia announces a protest resulting from the detention of Jan Narożniak and Piotr Sapełło. They demand a Sejm Commission to be appointed to check the activities of the prosecutor’s office, the MO and the SB. The crew of the Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants) go on strike. Posters with inscriptions: Today Narożniak, to-morrow Wałęsa, after tomorrow – you appear on Warsaw walls.

				The Voivodeship Party Control Commission in Toruń dismisses Zbigniew Iwanow, one of the authors of the so-called horizontal structures in the party, from the PZPR.

				26

				In his letter to Leonid Brezhnev, the leader of East Germany, Erich Honecker, demands the inter-vention of troops of the Warsaw Pact in Poland.

				The KKP lends its full support to the MKZ Mazovia stance concerning Jan Narożniak, an-nounces a general strike in the region and urges other regions to join the solidarity activities. They start in Krakow, Radom, Wrocław, Łódź, Kielce and Gdańsk. Jan Narożniak and Piotr Sapełło are released from the detention basing on a social bail provided by the President of the Polish Journalists Association, Stefan Bratkowski. The strike is cancelled in the morning.

				30

				A Peasant Solidarity convention meets in Częstochowa.
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				December

				1

				Division General Tadeusz Hupałowski and Colonel Zygmunt Puchała receive – from the Soviet authorities – plans of the Soviets entering Poland as part of the “Soyuz 80” manoeuvres. Readi-ness to cross the border was set for 8 December.

				3

				Viktor Kulikov, the Warsaw Pact Commander-in-Chief, Marshal of the Soviet Union, officially asks General Wojciech Jaruzelski for permission to start the “Soyuz 80” manoeuvres on 8 December.

				The then U.S. President Jimmy Carter sends a message to Moscow paying attention to the unprecedented gathering of 18 Soviet divisions along the Polish border and warns: I must state our relationship would be most adversely affected if force was used to impose a solution upon the Polish nation.

				4

				The press publishes the KC PZPR’s “Proclamation”:

				Compatriots!

				The fate of our nation and country is at stake! The prolonging anxieties are leading our homeland to the edge of economic and moral destruction. We are still in the phase of an acute political crisis. Its effects can turn out to be dangerous for our basic national interests. […]

				During its 7th plenary meeting, the Central Committee of the PZPR fully confirmed the model of the renewal of the political life in Poland, which has been adopted by the new authorities. In this model the postulates of the working class, farmers, intelligentsia, all groups, will be executed in a systematic manner. […] 

				Simultaneously, the Party declares for the continued deepening of relations and expansion of the level of cooperation between the state and the Catholic Church for the benefit of our homeland and nation.

				5

				A meeting of the first secretaries of the communist parties from the Soviet Bloc is held in Moscow. It was called for upon the request of Erich Honecker, and it concerned the issue of Poland only. 

				From the speech of Stanisław Kania: The development of the situation may, of course, make us use other measures, not only the means of political confrontation, which we are now facing, which we want to bring about, but also confrontation which entails repressions. Let me assure you, my Comrades, that we will then be determined towards a counterrevolution, in defence of socialism, the socialist authority in Poland. 

				Erich Honecker: It’s hard to ignore the fact that the majority of events in Poland result from a coordinated plan of an internal and external counterrevolution. It’s a fragment of an imperialistic policy of confrontation and an 
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				increased diversion towards the socialist countries. It’s important to assume that the PZPR is confronted with an unpredictable enemy. […] If the worker/peasant authority is threatened, if it must be protected against the forces of the counterrevolution, which are ready to do anything – then there’s no choice but to use the security services of the worker/peasant state.

				Leonid Brezhnev: Enemies of socialism, both in Poland, as well as elsewhere, must know that the socialist friends, and allies of the Polish People’s Republic will not leave it in need.

				Fragment of the document summing up the meeting: […] a socialist Poland, the Polish United Workers’ Party and the Polish nation can unconditionally count of the brotherly solidarity and support of countries that are participants of the Warsaw Pact.

				After the debate, Leonid Brezhnev says to Stanisław Kania: Well, we won’t enter. If things get difficult, we’ll enter. But not without your consent.

				In Warsaw, Secretary of the State Defence Committee, General Tadeusz Tuczapski, approves the schedule of the works on the introduction of martial law. According to the stipulations, all preparatory works should end on 31 December 1981.

				Fragment of a statement by Karol Modzelewski, the spokesman of the KKP: There are currently no strikes or other protests in Poland, neither are any such actions announced.

				Representatives of the founding committees of the farmers’ unions: Stanisław Janisz (NSZZ Rolników “Solidarność Chłopska”), Zdzisław Ostatek (NSZZ Rolników “Solidarność Wiejska”) and Gabriel Janowski (Samorządny Związek Producentów Rolnych) sign a commitment in Warsaw to prepare a joint charter of the Trade Union of Individual Farmers. The team is led by Professor An-drzej Stelmachowski from the Agricultural Law Department at Warsaw University and Bolesław Banaszkiewicz, PhD.

				The Central Council of the Trade Unions is dissolved pursuant to the plenary resolution.

				6

				The foundation act of the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970 in Gdańsk reads, inter alia, […] the erection of this monument was an obligation of those who have remained for those who will come. It will provide a testimony of the past and serve as a signpost for the future.

				7

				The first public screening of the documentary devoted to the August strike entitled “Workers ’80” is held in Gdańsk. The film was made by, inter alia Andrzej Chodakowski, Andrzej Zajączkowski and produced by the Documentary Film Studios. The Ministry of Culture and Art blocks the film’s screenings and tries to censor it causing social discontent.

				Rural Solidarity meets in Krakow.
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				9

				The then U.S. President Jimmy Carter states that according to U.S. data, the Soviet Union has finished preparations for the military intervention in Poland and once again warns the Soviet authorities against the aftermath of such actions.

				The first issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny Hutników” (“Steelworkers’ Information Bulletin”) is released by the NSZZ “Solidarity” from the Lenin Smelter Plant. The editorial team includes: Anna Gorazd, Andrzej Hudaszek, Krzysztof Naruszewicz, Marian Mirowski, Jan Ciesielski, Stanisław Handzlik, Jerzy Piekarski, Krzysztof Sajboth and Czesław Szewczuk. By 13 December 1981, 30 issues will be released.

				The first issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny Regionu Chełmskiego” (“Information Bulletin of the Chełm Region”), a magazine of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarity” – Chełm Voivodeship, is released. The editorial staff in-cludes: Jolanta Kropp, Mirosław Przylipiak, Marek W. Kokalski, Cezary Lipert, Józef Gorzała, Janusz Kwieciński, Roman Żelazny, Bogusław Mikus, Franciszek Lipert, Jerzy Adamczuk, Janusz Żak, Marek Kałabuń, Barbara Szubert, Mirosław Ryl, Marek Orski, Jan Paszkiewicz, Józef Ogonowski, Edward Kozieł and Zdzisław Karpiński. By 13 December 1981, 29 issues will be released.

				10

				“Soyuz 80” manoeuvres begin commanded by Marshal Viktor Kulikov. Soviet, Polish, Czechoslo-vak and East German staffs participate in the operation. The HQ of Marshal Victor Kulikov is in Legnica, but no new foreign division enters Poland.

				The Committee for the Defence of the Imprisoned for Beliefs is established at the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity”. Aleksander Hall becomes its chairman, and the Committee is made up of: Władysław Bartoszewski, Kazimierz Dejmek, Tadeusz Konwicki, Edward Lipiński, Halina Mikołajska, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, Aniela Steinbergowa, Jacek Taylor, Andrzej Wajda and Wanda Wiłkomirska.

				12

				The first issue of “Solidarność Słupska” (“Słupsk Solidarity”), a magazine of the Founding Com-mittee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” in Słupsk, is released. The editorial staff includes: Jarosław Matul, Paweł Połeć (Editor-in-chief), Franciszek Szponar and Paweł Piskozub (Technical editor). 40 issues of the magazine were published.

				14

				The first All-Poland Convention of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Unions of Farmers “Ru-ral Solidarity” meets in Warsaw, bringing together ca. 1,200 farmers from all the voivodeships. Main topics of the discussion: defending the farmers’ rights to organise trade unions, unity of 
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				the independent trade union movement in the countryside, general change in the rural policy guaranteeing the end of the economic crisis.

				16

				Solemn ceremonies on the 10th anniversary of the December 1970 events are held in Gdańsk par-ticipated by hundreds of thousands of people and representatives of Solidarity, the government and the Church. They are broadcast by TV. The Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 1970 is unveiled before the Gdańsk Shipyard. It was designed by Bogdan Pietruszka (sculptors Robert Pepliński and Elżbieta Szczodrowska-Peplińska as well as architect Wiesław Szyślak also contrib-uted to the monument’s concept). A fragment of Czesław Miłosz’s poem “You who harmed…” is inscribed on the monument. The mass is said by Rev. Archbishop Franciszek Macharski. Daniel Olbrychski [Polish actor – translator’s note] reads a fragment of the Bible translated by C. Miłosz.

				Fragment of the National Coordinating Commission’s statement:

				The KKP is convinced that the PRL system and social order of the country will not be endangered. The state and political authorities, who have the constitutional right to represent and protect the international inter-ests of our country, state that the execution of commitments arising from the alliances of the PRL, and the international situation is fully guaranteed. […] We see no basis for a wider sense of threat, we assume that it only causes a state of tension.

				17

				The Monument to the Victims of December 1970 in Gdynia is unveiled near the Paris Commune Shipyard and is devoted to the workers who were killed there. Plaques are also unveiled near the Rapid Urban Rail (SKM) station “Gdynia Stocznia” (“Gdynia Shipyard”) and near the Town Office – where the workers were killed in December 1970.

				A plaque devoted to the victims of the December 1970 is unveiled on the wall of the Adam Warski Shipyard in Szczecin.

				18

				The national press publishes the statement of the head of the Press Office of the Episcopate of Poland, Rev. Alojzy Orszulik, uttered during his meeting with foreign journalists criticising the lack of responsibility of the people from the KOR opposition. It is a reference to Jacek Kuroń’s article entitled “Are we threatened by an intervention?” which was published by “Robotnik” on 23 November. J. Kuroń argues there that neither the Solidarity strike nor the anti-Soviet accents in the trade unions’ activities, not even entrusting functions in the Union to people associated with the KSS “KOR” will cause a USSR military intervention. Following Rev. Orszulik’s opinion, KSS “KOR” issues a statement: We have never urged to take hasty, ill-considered actions, which would not take the international condition of our country into consideration.
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				19

				Krzysztof Zagierski, a 23-year-old teacher, founder of “Solidarity” in Choroszcz, goes missing. He was on his way to Białystok to register the local NSZZ “Solidarity”. Following the search, his bag containing trade union documents was found near the bridge over the Narew River, near the town of Żółtki. His body was never found. The investigation was remitted in 1981.

				Final make-up of the Praesidium of the Temporary Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity” – Mazovia Region is formed. The exact Praesidium is made up of people responsible for the establishment and organisation of the main structures of the Union: Zbigniew Bujak, Seweryn Jaworski, Jan Łojak, Jacek Knap, Mirosław Odorowski, Henryk Wujec, Wiktor Kulerski, Andrzej Jordan, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Janusz Kondrasiuk and Maciej Madeyski. Representatives of the largest plants also become members of the Praesidium: ZM “Ursus” (“Ursus” Mechanical Plants), Huta “War-szawa” (“Warsaw” Smelter Plant), FSO (two for each plant), M. Nowotko Mechanical Plants, Fab-ryka Wyrobów Precyzyjnych im. K. Świerczewskiego (K. Świerczewski Precise Products Factory), ZWLEiR im. Róży Luksemburg (Rosa Luksemburg Factory of Electric and Mercury Lamps), War-szawskie Zakłady Maszyn Budowlanych im. L. Waryńskiego (L. Waryński Warsaw Building Equip-ment Plants), ZR im. M. Kasprzaka (the M. Kasprzak Radio Plants), MZK (City Public Transport Com-pany), MPT (Urban Taxi Company), PAN (Polish Academy of Sciences), Politechnika Warszawska (Warsaw University of Technology), Polkolor, Tewa, PZO (Polish Optical Plants), WZT, WSK “PZL” (“PZL” Communication Equipment Factory), as well as representatives of the healthcare system, building design studios, printing industry, railwaymen, education sector and representatives of voivodeship branches from: Ciechanów, Siedlce, Ostrołęka, Biała Podlaska and Łomża.

				A convention of the founding committees of NSZZR “Rural Solidarity”, NSZZR “Peasant Soli-darity” and the Self-Governing Union of Agricultural Producers debates at the Warsaw University of Life Sciences. The attempt to unify the trade union movement fails. Only some of the activists adopted the joint “Charter”. However, it was decided that it is necessary to coordinate activities aimed at the registration of one trade union of farmers.

				20

				The Monument to the Victims of December 1970 is unveiled in Elbląg. The monument was de-signed by Henryk Bukowski, while Ryszard Tomczyk wrote the text inscribed on the plaque. The monument has been consecrated by Warmia Bishop Józef Glemp.

				23

				The Minister of Labour, Wages and Social Affairs decides that in 1981 only two Saturdays a month would be free of work. On 29 December, the Ministry informs that three Saturdays will be free in January 1981.
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				28–30

				A convention of the Polish Writers’ Union debates. New authorities are appointed with Józef Szczepański as the Union’s President. In its final resolution, the Convention advises the General Board to appoint a commission to investigate the facts of discrimination, the harms and defama-tions of the writers due to their political beliefs, type of works, origin or religion.

				29 December–12 January 1981

				Representatives of the Bieszczady Federation of Workers, Farmers and other Professional Groups start a sit-in strike in Ustrzyki Dolne, in the conference room of the Town and Commune Office. The protesters demand, inter alia, the registration of the NSZZR “Rural Solidarity”, ending the re-pressions towards the trade unions’ activists, an investigation concerning the abuses of authority by the representatives of the local authorities, giving some of the objects to be used for social purposes, granting a permit to build a church in Ustrzyki Dolne. One of the most important pos-tulates concerns limiting, and in fact liquidation, of the centres of the Council of Ministers Office in Arłamów, Muczne, Wołosate, Caryńskie, which are being developed at the expense of the local community. The number of strikers reaches 60 people (including peasants, agricultural workers, teachers, doctors, etc.). The strike is supported by the NSZZ “Solidarity” from Rzeszów and the NSZZR “Rural Solidarity” from Rzeszów as well as the NSZZR “Rural Solidarity” from Przemyśl.

				The first issue of “Biuletyn Informacyjny NSZZ Rolników Indywidualnych “Solidarność” Re-gion Środkowo-Wschodni” (“Information Bulletin of the Independent Self-Governing Trade Un-ion of Individual Farmers “Solidarity” – Central Eastern Region”) is released in Lublin. The editorial staff includes: Włodzimierz Jachman, Józef Popłonkowski, Eugeniusz Wilkowski, Janusz Winiarski, Danuta Winiarska, Zdzisław Bradel, Tadeusz Zachara, Jan Krzysztof Wasilewski, Wiesław Lipiec, Krzysztof Michałkiewicz, Paweł Nowacki, Michał Zulauf, Zbigniew Perzyna and Janusz Stępniak. By 13 December 1981, 19 issues will be released.

				The first issue of “Solidarność Wiejska” (“Rural Solidarity”) is released. It is a magazine of the NSZZR “Rural Solidarity” edited by Wiesław P. Kęcik and his wife, Marzena Górszczyk-Kęcik (10 issues of the magazine will be published).

				Following a split in the structures of the independent magazine “Głos” (“Voice”), a new maga-zine, “Krąg” (“Circle”) is established at the turn of 1980/1981. The list of its founders includes: Marek Barański, Wojciech Fałkowski, Witold Ferens, Adam Karwowski, Łukasz and Kazimierz Os-sowski, Andrzej Rosner and Marek Tabin. 

			

		

	
		
			
				1 July 1980–12 December 1981

				1981

				January

				The first issue of the periodical CIA – Centrum Informacji Akademickiej przy NZS UW” (“AIC – Aca-demic Information Centre of the NZS UW”) has been released. Its editorial staff includes Paweł Bujalski, Mariola Chlebicz, Andrzej Horubała, Krzysztof Juszczak, Piotr Sławiński and Jolanta Szwajkowska.

				1

				Issue 1 of “Solidarność Podhala” (“Podhale Solidarność”) – a periodical published by the Sekcja Informacji Komitetu Koordynacyjnego “Solidarność” (Information Section of the Solidarity Coor-dination Committee) in Nowy Targ, is released. Jan Paluch is appointed the editor-in-chief.

				2

				In Rzeszów, a sit-in strike commences in the building of the former Wojewódzka Rada Związków Zawodowych – WRZZ (Voivodeship Trade Unions Council – WRZZ. It is organised by farmers’ representatives headed by Jan Kułaj. The direct cause of the protest is the unjustified division of assets by the former WRZZ.

				The Międzyzakładowy Komitet Założycielski – MKZ (Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee – MKZ) in Katowice and the University of Silesia established the Wszechnica Górnośląska (Upper-Silesian University College). Professor Ireneusz Opacki becomes the chairman of the Programme Council.

				3

				MKZ Tychy and MKZ Katowice merge into a single entity.

				4

				Rev. Stanisław Małkowski, Maciej Rayzacher, Mariusz Krajewski, and Kazimierz Trojan– repre-sentatives of “Gaudium Vitae” and “Troska i Życie” (“Care and Life”) social movements to defend unborn life submit an “Appeal” […] to take decisive action towards changing the social climate (the 
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				widespread, silent approval of the unlawfulness of artificially induced miscarriages), towards ensuring care and protection to every conceived child, and to replace the legal Act legalising abortion with an Act protecting human life from the moment of conception. 

				5

				Delegations of the Niezależny Samorządny Związek Zawodowy Rolników – NSZZR “Solidarność Wiejska” (Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union of Farmers – NSZZR “Rural Solidarity”) from other regions of the country are joining the strike in Ustrzyki Dolne.

				6

				The strikers in Ustrzyki Dolne adopt the name Ogólnopolski Komitet Strajkowy Solidarności Wiejskiej (National Rural Solidarity Strike Committee). Jan Kułaj is appointed Chair. On the same day, talks with the Government Commission commence; however, they are interrupted because the Commission has no power to sign the agreement. On 12 January 1981, Citizens’ Militia (MO) forces enter the building and remove the strikers.

				To continue work initiated by a team of experts from the Gdańsk strike, the Ośrodek Prac Społeczno-Zawodowych (OPSZ) przy KKP NSZZ “Solidarność” (Social and Professional Work Cen-tre with the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity”) is created. Andrzej Wielowieyski is nominated as the Chair, Ryszard Bugaj – as Deputy Chair; Bronisław Geremek takes over as the head of the OPSZ Pro-gramme and Consultation Council (26 persons with advisory competencies representing various disciplines), along with Wiesław Chrzanowski and Andrzej Tymowski – become his deputies. The OPSZ is to have an advisory function (preparing opinions and proposals for Solidarity regarding the Union’s position on economic and social issues), programme and training function (prepar-ing materials for trade union training and educational activities), research and documentation function (archival, scientific, didactic, and information). Janina Walukowa and Andrzej Topiński run the payroll and employment team; Piotr Krasucki – the work conditions team; Helena Góral-ska and Irena Wójcicka – the maintenance and social benefits costs team; Krzysztof Hagemajer and Irena Topińska – market supply problems, rationing and pricing team. Ryszard Bugaj – Dep-uty Head of the Centre, is responsible for issues related to economic reform and social issues; Jerzy Ciemniewski heads the labour law team; the cultural and customs team – Jan Strzelecki, the trade union affairs team – Jacek Kurczewski; the professional movement history team – Joanna Kurczewska and Zdzisław Szpakowski.

				Issue 1 of the “Wiadomości Dnia” (“Daily News”) – an information journal of NSZZ “Solidarity” in the Mazovia Region is released. The editorial staff is composed of editor-in-chief Jerzy Prus, later Piotr Piętak; executive editors – Urszula Doroszewska, Tomasz Borkowski, Marcin Gugulski, Robert Luśnia, Łukasz Małachowski, Piotr Strzałkowski; technical editors – Piotr Mojski, Brunon Nowicki; editors – Jerzy Modlinger, Paweł Niezgodzki, Katarzyna Gintowt, Marek Car, Andrzej Florczak and Henryka Drogowska. By 13 December 1981, 253 issues will be released, the last on 11 December 1981.
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				7–8

				KKP deliberations are underway in Gdańsk; the consensus is that under an agreement in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, all Saturdays in 1981 will be public holidays; the KKP also expresses solidarity with individual farmers striking in Rzeszów and Ustrzyki Dolne and entrusts Tadeusz Mazowiecki with the position of editor-in-chief of the “Tygodnik Solidarność” (“Solidarity Weekly”).

				8

				The President of the Międzyzakładowa Komisja Robotnicza-Komisja Założycielska – MKR-KZ (Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Commission-Founding Commission) Jastrzębie, Jarosław Sienkiewicz – resigns. The MKR-KZ Board accuses him of making decisions without consultation with the Board, having a compliant policy towards the authorities, introducing party agitators and PAX activists to the MKR, and having contacts with the SB (Security Service).

				The KKP (National Coordination Commission) asked the public to refrain from working on Saturday, 10 January.

				9

				The Samorządny Związek Producentów Rolnych (Self-Governing Association of Agricultural Pro-ducers), headed by Gabriel Janowski, transforms into NSZZ RI “Solidarność” (Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union of Individual Farmers “Solidarity”).

				10

				Issue 1 of “Rola” (“Farming”) – a bulletin of the NSZZ RI “Solidarity” is published.

				11

				The Ogólnopolski Komitet Strajkowy Solidarności Wiejskiej (National Strike Committee of Rural Solidarity) moves from Ustrzyki Dolne to the farmers on strike from 2 January in the building of the former Voivodeship Council of Trade Unions in Rzeszów. A group of strikers remains behind in Ustrzyki Dolne.

				11–12

				In Płock, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Płock Region is held. Delegates represent 60,762 union members from 235 company organisations. A 52-person Re-gional Board with Wojciech Wiścicki as its Chair was elected.
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				12

				ZOMO, MO, and SB (Motorized Reserves of the Citizens’ Militia, Citizen’s Militia, and Security Ser-vice) forces removed strikers from the occupied City and Gmina Hall in Ustrzyki Dolne. Some farmers moved to the seat of the local Solidarity headquarters, and some went to Rzeszów, join-ing the local strike, which will become a nationwide strike centre of Polish farmers in a few weeks.

				13

				The first Secretary of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party Stanisław Kania, Prime Minister Józef Pińkowski, and Minister of National Defence General Wojciech Jaruzelski meet in Warsaw with the Commander-in-Chief of the United Armed Forces of the States of the Warsaw Pact – Victor Kulikov and the Chief of Staff General Anatoly Gribkov. During the meeting with the heads of the Ministry of Defence, Marshall V. Kulikov communicated the opinion of Soviet leaders who believed that Polish authorities should solve Poland’s problems. Intimately, he toasts General W. Jaruzelski and appeals to Polish generals for loyalty towards their commanding officer.

				15

				The Solidarity delegation visiting Italy has an audience with His Holiness John Paul II.

				17

				In Krakow, the National Forum of Employees of the Judiciary is held, which creates the Centre for Civic Legislative Initiatives to prepare legal solutions for reforms in Poland. 

				19

				The KKP Solidarity representatives met with Prime Minister Józef Pińkowski. They emphasise that, of anti-union propaganda, in combination with the inability to present their position on free Saturdays and the implementation of the August Agreements to the public, Solidarity’s access to mass media becomes a matter of utmost concern.

				Issue 1 of “Solidarity” – an information bulletin of the Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee Stalowa Wola is issued, which from issue 14 onwards becomes a bulletin of the Board of the Sandomierz Lands’ Region in Stalowa Wola. From issue 30, it is published as a weekly of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. The editorial staff includes: Elżbieta Brzezińska, Marian Karaś, Adam Krakowiak, Mirosław Majewski, Michał Rudziński, Wacław Szczoczarz, Robert Wiciński, A. Garbacz and K. Ros-tek. By 13 December 1981, 34 issues will be released.

				Issue 1 of the “Wolne Związki – Serwis Informacyjny” (“Free Trade Unions – Informa-tion Service”), signed by the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee in Byd-goszcz is published. The editorial staff includes Andrzej Cierzniakowski, Halina Lewandowska, 
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				Joanna Schetyna, Marek Napierała, Jan Perejczuk, Ewa Drozdowicz, Zenon Gliński, Jerzy Mierzejewski, Stefan Pastuszewski, Maciej Wenderlich, Stanisław Zwoliński, Teresa Szymańska, Wanda Tittenbrun and Kazimierz Rosiński. By 13 December 1981, 91 issues will be released.

				20

				The KKP calls on Solidarity members not to work on Saturdays recognised by the government as business days and support protest activities of individual farmers up to and including a strike. From a KKP “Statement”:

				Unilateral, arbitrary decisions of the Government not preceded by consultations with the trade union move-ment made work-free Saturdays the central issue of the conflict. By 19 January this year, the government did not provide our Union with a detailed justification of its decisions, which prevented the Trade Union from having any discussion on the possible postponement of full implementation of the arrangement concluded in the Jastrzębie Agreement on all free and paid Saturdays. In this situation, the Union upheld that from 1 January this year, all Saturdays are free, and most of the crews abstained from work on 10 January this year. 

				21

				A student strike begins in Łódź because of the failure of talks between students at the University of Łódź with the Ministry of Science, Higher Education and Technology Commission. One of the main postulates is registering the Independent Student Association (NZS); another is making the political subjects taught (such as political economy, Marxist philosophy, etc.) – as electives. In addition, stu-dents demand, among other things, the prohibition of Security Service (SB) activities at universities, censorship limitation, and allowing screenings of the director’s cut of the “Robotnicy ’80” movie.

				21–31

				Negotiations between the Solidarity delegation and government representatives on “work-free” Saturdays continue. On 31 January, after the talks lasted continuously for 12 hours, repre-sentatives of the government and Solidarity sought to reach an agreement – three Saturdays in a month would be free, and the fourth would be a full workday. It is agreed that the radio and television will, in consultation with the KKP spokesperson, convey the contents of its resolutions and statements. However, there is no progress on the registration of Rural Solidarity.

				22

				The MKZ in Jelenia Góra is transformed into the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee, demanding the arrival of a government delegation to handle local demands (among other things, transfer-ring holiday funds of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party (KC PZPR) and the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) to social funds).

				Demonstrations of “Solidarność Chłopska” are held in Włocławek and Bydgoszcz.
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				24–25

				On the initiative of the editorial team of “Wolny Związkowiec” (“Free Union Member”) (in Dąbrowa Górnicza), “Niezależność” (“Independence”), and “NTO. Informator wewnętrzny dla kół nauki, oświaty, techniki ‘NSZZ Solidarność’ Region Mazowsze” (“NTO. Internal Informer for Sci-ence, Education, Technology of NSZZ “Solidarity” – Mazovia Region”), the 1st National Meeting of the Union Press is held. The representatives of 24 regional periodicals present at the meeting are appointed by the Agencja Prasowa “Solidarność” (Solidarity Press Agency– AS) operating at MKZ Mazovia.

				26

				The MKS (Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee) in Jelenia Góra receives support from other Lower Silesia MKZs and announces a state of strike readiness.

				A 1-hour warning strike takes place at companies in the Bielsko-Biała Voivodeship.

				27

				The MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Białystok informs about Solidarity member Zbigniew Simoniuk, who was beaten, doused in petrol and lit on fire by MO officers. Z. Simoniuk went missing on 13 April, being probably kidnapped. He was found extremely exhausted, with traces of beatings and burns. Circumstantial evidence pointed to MO officers.

				The beginning of a hunger strike of the members of “Solidarność Chłopska”, including Stanisław Helski and Adam Konopacki, in Świdnik. The postulate – allowing farmers to unionise (hunger strike ends on 13 February).

				27 January–6 February

				A general strike in the Podbeskidzie Region, is proclaimed by the MKZ in Bielsko-Biała contrary to the position of the KKP. The MKS, chaired by Patrycjusz Kosmowski, represents over 200,000 strikers from several hundred companies in Bielsko-Biała and the Bielskie Voivodeship. During the talks, Deputy Prime Minister Czesław Kotela initially headed the government side, and later, the Minister of Administration, Local Economy, and Environmental Protection – Józef Kępa. The protest is due to the lack of reaction to allegations of embezzlement raised against the local authorities. On the morning of 6 February 1981, an agreement is signed in Bielsko-Biała, because of which the secretary of the party, the Voivode and his deputies, the city president and Citi-zens’ Militia commanders are dismissed from their posts. Representatives of the Catholic Church assumed the role of the guarantors of the Secretary of the Polish Episcopate Bishop Bronisław Dąbrowski and bishops from Katowice, Janusz Zimniak and Czesław Domin. 
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				28

				Lech Wałęsa and Bogdan Lis visit Ustrzyki Dolne and Rzeszów. On behalf of the Krajowa Komisja Porozumiewawcza NSZZ “Solidarność” (National Consultative Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity”), they support the strike of farmers and declare their readiness to hold a Solidarity strike on the coast.

				30

				A general strike begins in Jelenia Góra, contrary to the position of the KKP.

				February

				1

				A Governmental Commission with the Deputy Minister of Agriculture Andrzej Kacała arrives to meet with the Rzeszów strikers. The talks were interrupted on 6 February due to the government not accepting the possibility of the existence of independent farmers’ trade unions.

				Issue 1 of “Wiadomości Dnia” (“Daily News”), a periodical of the MKZ “Solidarity” Greater Po-land, has been released. Its editorial staff includes Jan Krzysztof Adamkiewicz, Piotr Czartołomny, Grzegorz Gauden, Ewa Szadkowska, Marian Dźwiniel and Marian Woźniak.

				2

				From the sermon of the Primate of Poland Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński, delivered to the farmers in Gniezno: 

				If industrial workers have obtained the right to unionise, it is also necessary to grant this right to agricultural workers […] Delaying the right to farmers to unionise as they see fit is unwise, even more so – it is against natural law and the right of the great provider for our nation that is the agricultural population.

				Issue 1 of the “Biuletyn Pism Związkowych” (“Union Letter Bulletin”) of the Agencja Prasowa Solidarność – AS (Solidarity Press Agency – AS), with its seat at the MKZ Mazovia. The edito-rial team includes Jan Araszkiewicz, Bohdan Bielski, Piotr Bikont, Seweryn Blumsztajn (editor-in-chief), Anna Dodziuk, Barbara Falęcka, Anna Hurwitz, Ewa Jastrun, Wojciech Kamiński, Urszula Z. Kiełbasa, Sławomira Kosińska, Maria Kruczkowska, Krzysztof Leski, Andrzej Łodyński, Helena Łuczywo, Iwona Matuszek, Ewa Milewicz, Jan Musiał, Krystyna Naszkowska, Małgorzata Paw-licka, Iwona Raypert, Elżbieta Regulska, Ryszard Rubinsztein, Anna Schiller, Maciej Stasiński, Jan Strękowski, Leszek Szaruga, Joanna Szczęsna, Adam Szostkiewicz, Magdalena Ślusarska, Jan Śpiewak, Tomasz Tabako, Klara Tryjarska, Wiesław Uziębło, Joanna Wirpsza, Maciej Włostowski, Ludwika Wujec, Jolanta Wyganowska, Maria Zielińska, Adam Ziółkowski, Zbigniew Zegarski, Gwidon Zlatkes and Andrzej Zozula. By 13 December 1981, 59 issues will be released. 
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				3

				In Rzeszów, representatives of the NSZZR “Solidarność Wiejska”, NSZZ RI “Solidarity”, and NSZZ “Solidarność Chłopska” form the Committee for Unity of Activities and submit an appeal to the public, calling on Poles for moral support.

				6

				The Public Committee for the Construction of the June 1956 Monument in Poznań commissions the awarded work of sculptor Adam Graczyk and architect Włodzimierz Wojciechowski.

				From classified documents of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) – the KS MO Investigation Department in Warsaw confirms the receipt (dated on the previous day) of the document in the form of a table with 118 items:

				Classified. Special significance. List of persons intended for internment by Section III “A–1”:

				Name and surname of the person of interest [letters denoting the abbreviation of the name of the district of Warsaw were written by hand] – surname of the officer

				1.	Boguta, Grzegorz M – Lt Patelski, Marek

				2.	Gajewski, Stefan – Sub-Lt Appanowicz, Mirosław

				3.	Lawina, Anatol M – Lt Rek, Janusz

				4.	Studziński, Bogumił, Zalesie Górne – Sub-Lt Jarzębkowski, Krzysztof

				5.	Annusiewicz, Andrzej – Sub-lt Paluszak, Jan

				6.	Bąkowski, Paweł – Lt Marzec, Andrzej

				7.	Malicki, Wojciech – Sub-lt Skibniewski, Waldem.

				8.	Topiński, Wojciech – Sub-lt Głowacki, Marek

				9.	Bażyński, Lech W – Sub-lt Sosinowicz, Piotr

				10.	Kawalec, Stefan W. – Sub-lt Łożko, Gerard

				11.	Zambrowski, Antoni Ś. – Sub-lt Matelengiewicz, Rysz.

				12.	Popiel, Jan M. – Lt Wojciechowski, Jerzy

				13.	Sosin, Jerzy M. – Lt Tomaszewski, Andrzej

				14.	Sztencel, Janusz, Podkowa Leśna – Sub-lt Dziedzic, Wojciech

				15.	Świeżewski, Marek M. – Sub-lt Kułakowski, Włodzim.

				16.	Wojdalski, Bolesław M. – Sub-lt Lachowski, Roman

				17.	Siehurski, Jan – Sub-lt Dąbrowski, Lech

				18.	Reński, Andrzej M. – Lt Perzyna, Stanisław

				19.	Woroniecki, Włodzimierz Pr. Płn. – Sub-lt Batorski, Janusz

				20.	Borowik Marek O – Sub-lt Olesik, Włodzim.

				21.	Kotarski, Andrzej O. – Sub-lt Sabat, Marek

				22.	Kwiecień, Jerzy M. – Lt Maj, Lech […]

				118.	Kęsy Wawrzyniec – Sub-lt Budzik, Józef

				[signed] Lt Col A. Szafranowski, MA
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				The Primate of Poland, Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński, receives a delegation of farmers’ unions. The Primate believes that the right to associate is not a right granted by someone but a natural right. Therefore, the state does not grant this right to us; it is only supposed to safeguard against its infringe-ment. The Lord granted this right and made humans social beings. On the same day, he meets with Lech Wałęsa.

				Issue No. 1 of the “Informator Bieżący” (“Current Informer”) – a periodic bulletin of NSZZ “Soli-darity” company organisations in the Mazovia Region, is released. The editorial staff includes Zygmunt M. Przetakiewicz, Marek Rapacki, Katarzyna Zonn-Pasternak, Krystyna Romaniuk and Jan Gogacz.

				8

				A farmers’ demonstration organised by agricultural association activists takes place in Bydgo-szcz. It is attended by approximately 30,000 people and chaired by Stanisław Mojzesowicz and Michał Bartoszcze. Demonstrators demand registration of the NSZZR “Solidarność Wiejska” and convening a WRN (Voivodeship National Council) session devoted to the problems of agriculture.

				9

				The Polish Press Agency (PAP) informs about the resumption of an investigation against the KSS “KOR” (Committee for Social Self-Defence “KOR”).

				10

				The Supreme Court in Warsaw refuses to register Solidarność Wiejska (Rural Solidarity), moti-vating the decision by the fact that farmers should register in the mode for associations, as the provisions on court registration apply only to manual labourers and white-collar workers. About 20,000 farmers gathered in front of the building. The spokesperson of the Ministry of Justice communicates that all actions aimed at creating the NSZZR are illegal.

				The Government Commission and Jelenia Góra MKS reached an agreement with the support of other Lower Silesia MKZs. The general strike in Jelenia Góra, which has been ongoing since 30 January, has ended. The KC PZPR provides the voivodeship’s residents with the “Granit” holiday home, and the government promises to accelerate the construction of a hospital.

				11

				The Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland appoints General Wojciech Jaruzelski as the Presi-dent of the Council of Ministers. One day later, during his expose to the Sejm, he appeals to refrain from strikes for three months: We would like to use this time to put the most elementary matters of our economy in order so that we may make an assessment of both the “positives” and “negatives” […]. 
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				We would like this time to be a period of broad social dialogue. Mieczysław F. Rakowski takes the position of deputy prime minister and is considered a party liberal.

				12

				The temporary Praesidium of the KKP was established in Gdańsk with Lech Wałęsa as its Chair and members – Andrzej Gwiazda (Gdańsk), Ryszard Kalinowski (Elbląg), Zbigniew Bujak (Mazo-via), Tadeusz Jedynak (Jastrzębie), Jan Rulewski (Bydgoszcz), Andrzej Słowik (Łódź), and Stanisław Wądołowski (Szczecin). The works of the Praesidium are also attended by Karol Modzelewski, spokesperson of KKP and its Secretary – Andrzej Celiński.

				13

				During the meeting in Bydgoszcz, the founding committees of trade unions of farmers of three organisations – NSZZR “Solidarność Wiejska”, NSZZR “Solidarność Chłopska” and NSZZ Rolników Indywidualnych “Solidarność” establish a 33-person National Consultative Commission (Chair – Witold Hatka, Deputy Chair – Piotr Baumgart, Secretary – Gabriel Janowski) and adopt a joint name of NSZZ Rolników Indywidualnych “Solidarność” (NSZZ RI (Individual Farmers) “Solidarity”).

				14

				Lech Wałęsa meets Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski regarding the ongoing pro-tests in rural areas.

				16

				In Warsaw, in the auditorium of the building of the Territorial Defence Inspectorate and the Internal Defence Army, over 40 senior officers of the Ministry of Defence (MON) and the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) and two officers from the Propaganda Department of the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR) conduct a staff war game, during which projects prepared at the General Staff Of-fice of the Polish Army and the Ministry of Internal Affairs (mainly by the participants) are tested. The war game is attended by members of the General Staff Office of the Polish Army, including Lt General Florian Siwicki, Maj. General Tadeusz Hupałowski, Maj. General Jerzy Skalski, Maj. Gener-al Antoni Jasiński, Brig. General Mieczysław Dachowski, Col Ryszard Kukliński; from the Operations Bureau of the General Staff Office of the Polish Army: Brig. General Wacław Szklarski, Col Czesław Witt, Col Franciszek Puchała; from the Bureau 10 of the General Staff Office of the Polish Army: Col Stefan Marciniak, Head of the Signal Corps – Brig. General Marian Pasternak, Head of the Bureau of the General Staff Office – Col Henryk Święcicki, Head of the Management Bureau of Military Intel-ligence Service (WSW) – Col Mieczysław Kędzia, secretary of the State Defence Committee (KOK) – Lt General Tadeusz Tuczapski, Head of the KOK secretariat – Maj. General Mieczysław Dębicki, Head of the Branch with the KOK secretariat – Col Zdzisław Malina; directors of military departments at the Ministry of Communications – Brig. General Leon Kołatkowski, at the Ministry of Energy and Atomic Energy – Col Piotr Panasiuk; at the Ministry of Communication – Col Jerzy Budrewicz, at 
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				the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Services – Col Tadeusz Antoniuk; from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: General Mirosław Milewski, Maj. General Bogusław Stachura, Bureau 1: Col Bronisław Paw-likowski, Col Jan Wasiluk, Col Jan Czyżewski, Deputy MO Commandant – Brig. General Józef Beim, Director of Department 1 of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Brig. General Jan Słowikowski, Direc-tor of Department III “A” of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Brig. General Władysław Ciastoń, MO Commandant for the Capital City of Warsaw – Brig. General Jerzy Ćwiek, Director of Department 4 of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Brig. General Konrad Straszewski, Director of Department 2 of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Col Zdzisław Sarewicz, Director of Department 3 of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Col Henryk Walczyński, Director of the “W” Office at the Ministry of Internal Af-fairs – Col Ryszard Wójcicki, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Communications of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Lt Col Benedykt Januszewski, Director of the Investigations Office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Col Tadeusz Kwiatkowski, Director of the Operations Office of KG MO – Col Jan Wieloch, Director of the Government Protection Bureau – Brig. General Jan Górecki, Director of the HR Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Brig. General Bonifacy Jedynak, Director of the Department of Armaments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Brig. General Stefan Stochaj; two of-ficers from the Department of Propaganda of the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR): Walery Nami-otkiewicz and Comrade Czyż. All present in the room sign a special confidentiality obligation. The presented concepts of action are presented from memory. Only the game secretariat is authorised to take notes: on the part of the Ministry of Internal Affairs – Jan Wasiluk and Col Jan Czyżewski, on the part of the Ministry of Defence – Col Czesław Witt and Col Ryszard Kukliński. An idea posited by General T. Tuczapski for the government to put up an emergency martial law act for discussion during the Sejm’s session is finally rejected, as the participants of the game concluded that the liquidation of the several million strong Solidarity is only possible if complete surprise is achieved. They agree that the most advantageous moment to start the campaign will be an off-workday, preferably a night from Saturday to Sunday. The most crucial act of such a martial law implementa-tion is the “Wiosna” (“Spring”) operation, carried out 12 to 6 hours before the official introduction of martial law, aimed at the internment of approx. six thousand activists from Solidarity and other independent organisations.

				17

				At 10:15 p.m., the Minister of Science, Higher Education and Technology, Prof. Janusz Górski, reg-isters the Independent Student Association (NZS).

				Issue 1 of the “Bieszczadnik” – a periodical for individual farmers and NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Bieszczady Region, is published. The editorial staff includes Agnieszka Winnicka, Maria Wójcik, Urszula Poziomek, Leszek Sobiecki, Piotr Kmicicki, Tadeusz Szewczyk, Wieńczysław Nowacki and Krzysztof Szymala. By 13 December 1981, 10 issues will be released.

				18

				An agreement was signed ending the several week-long student protest in Łódź, which turned into a strike on 21 January. The agreement was signed by members of the Inter-Ministerial 
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				Commission (composed of representatives of the Ministry of Science, Higher Education and Technology, Ministry of Culture and Art, Ministry of Health and Social Care, Ministry of Justice, and the General Staff Office of the Polish Army): Minister of Science – Prof. Janusz Górski, Prof. Stanisław Czajka, Deputy Minister of Culture and Art – Dr Władysław Loranc, Maj. General Antoni. Jasiński, Doc. S. Orzeszyna, L. Gmytrasiewicz, MA, general directors of the Ministry of Science – J. Stęperski and E. Pietrasik, and mgr J. Roszczyk, MA, Col A. Sułek and A. Wróbel, MA. Represent-ing the students – members of the Inter-University Consultative Commission: Stanisław Nowak, Krzysztof Szaflik (AM), Jan Przybylski, Radosław Żurawski (PWSM), Andrzej Bolanowski, Piotr Kociołek (PŁ), Maciej Maciejewski, Marek Perliński, Wojciech Walczak, Wiesław Potoczny, Marcin Sobieszczański (UŁ).

				Issue 1 of “Niezależne Słowo” (“Independent Word”) – a periodical of the MKZ NSZZ “Solidar-ity” in the Wałbrzych Voivodeship, is published. Its editorial staff includes Jan Araszkiewicz, Paweł Bryczkowski, Krystyna Hajduga, Paweł Jach, Alina Janik, Antoni Matuszkiewicz, Tadeusz Patulski, Grzegorz Skiba, Mirosław Soźnicki, Marek Szelążek, Marek Woner and Alicja Stańczak. By 13 De-cember 1981, 47 issues will be released.

				18/19

				An agreement was signed in Rzeszów at night, after 47 days of the nationwide strike, despite the SB’s attempts to disrupt it and influence its course. It included, among other things, the in-tegrity of farmers’ land ownership, the change in prices of agricultural products and agricultural production means, the introduction of retirement pensions for farmers, and the equalisation of all farming sectors regarding access to subsidies and loans for land development. An important decision is, among other things, item 9, which states that […] in all cases of unlawful or grossly unfair acquisition of real property comprising an individual agricultural holding to the benefit of the national economy, at the request of the person concerned, it is necessary to return the property, and if it is impossible – to compensate the individual with a replacement real property or monetary compen-sation. It has been decided that the Act of 1962 on the Acquisition of Agricultural Property and the Act of 1968 on Compulsory Real Property Purchase should be repealed. The agreement is signed by the National Strike Committee RI “Solidarity” – Chair – Jan Kułaj, Jan Antoł, Artur Balazs, Katarzyna Bielańska, Henryk Cząstka, Jan Karuś, Henryk Kazimierski, Władysław Mazur, Czesław Opolski, Józef Pelc, Jerzy Rożdżyński, Józef Ślisz, Władysław Zaguła, Władysław Żabiński; for the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” Rzeszów – Antoni Kopaczewski, Jan Ogrodnik; for KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” – Lech Wałęsa and Bogdan Lis; on behalf of the Government Commission – its Chairman, Deputy Minister of Agriculture Andrzej Kacała and Members of the Commission: Jerzy Wojciechowski, Marian Magoń, Aleksander Merker, Henryk Pracki, Mieczysław Serwiński, Jan Kłopotowski and Wojciech Ratyński.

				The Political Bureau of the KC PZPR decides on the ideological struggle – to review illegal pub-lications; establish a special team in the Central Committee to systematically deal with counterpropa-ganda, and issue materials presenting the ideological programme of the KSS “KOR”.
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				20

				In the morning, an agreement with the Strike Committee (KS) in Ustrzyki Dolne concerning local affairs is signed. The Agreement is signed, among others, by Michał Pałasz, who oversees the 23-person KS, and, among others: Mieczysław Barlewicz, Wieńczysław Nowacki, Urszula Pozio-mek, Antoni Wojnarowicz and for the KKP – Lech Wałęsa, Bogdan Lis, Antoni Kopaczewski; on the side of the authorities – Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Chair of the Government Commission Andrzej Kacała. The agreements signed in Rzeszów and Ustrzyki Dolne shall be, from now on, referred to as the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Agreement.

				The Council of Ministers appoints the Komitet ds. Współpracy ze Związkami Zawodowymi (Com-mittee for Cooperation with Trade Unions). Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski is ap-pointed as its Chair.

				21

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski accepts and signs motions from the war game with minor additions. He orders information “On the state’s preparation for the introduction of martial law” based on it to be created, which he intends to present to the Soviet leadership during the 26th CPSU Congress.

				22

				The Praesidium of the 21-person Interim Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Silesia and The Coal District established on the 16 February by merging the MKZ Bytom, MKR Jastrzębie, and MKZ Tychy) is constituted, composed of Chair – Stefan Pałka, Deputy Chair – Andrzej Cierniewski, and Tadeusz Jedynak, Members of the Praesidium – Franciszek Byczek, Zbigniew Czekalski, Marian Kosiński and Grzegorz Stawski.

				23

				In Moscow, the session of the XXVIth Congress of the CPSU is underway. From Leonid Brezhnev’s speech: 

				In places […], where errors and mistakes join the sabotage activities of imperialism in internal policy, fertile ground is created to activate elements of hostility to socialism. This happened in our sister nation of Poland, where the opponents of socialism supported by external forces, causing anarchy, strive to reverse the course of events and direct it towards counterrevolution. As emphasised at the last plenary meeting of the KC PZPR, Poland faced a threat to the basic concept of a socialist state. […] Polish communists, the Polish working class, labourers of this country can rely on their friends and allies; socialist Poland, our sister nation of Poland, will not be abandoned during these harsh times, and we will not allow it to come to harm!
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				26

				A list of prisons to be used during the martial law is created in the Ministry of Internal Affairs (capacity for 13,600 inmates).

				27–28

				The 1st Company Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” takes place at the Gdańsk Shipyard. The results of the elections for the Chairman of the Company Committee are Lech Wałęsa–197 votes, Jacek Merkel–94 votes, and Zbigniew Lis–63 votes.

				28

				The government announced rationing for meat and cured meats on 1 April.

				March

				3–4

				Polish party/government delegation visits Moscow. Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski provides the Krem-lin with information “On the state’s preparation for the introduction of martial law”. He assures that the Polish leadership, aware of allied backup, is resolved to take advantage of this means of protecting the country from counterrevolution. Here found in the message:

				Polish communists have the capacity and the forces to reverse the course of events and eliminate the dan-gers to the socialist achievements of the Polish nation.

				5

				Note from the MSW files: 

				Between 8 and 9 March, Poznań will host a conference of all the “Solidarność Wiejska” (Rural Solidarity) groups. Therefore, the Ministry will face the following tasks: strive to limit the number of participants as much as possible by continuing cautionary conversations, use secret collaborators, in particular from within the Church, to exert influence, and develop individual combinations as a result of which obstacles will incon-spicuously prevent entry into the city of Poznań to individual candidates, provoke, deepen – this is impor-tant – differences in views between particular groups, to avoid the creation of a unified organisation. Send the maximum number of secret collaborators who will cause chaos and prevent the creation of a peasant movement.

				The Ministry of Culture and Art issues orders to eliminate library lists of forbidden books that have been practically unavailable to readers thus far.
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				Antisemitic proclamations are issued by the Zjednoczenie Patriotyczne “Grunwald” (“Grunwald” Patriotic Union) (Chair – Bohdan Poręba), created in October 1980, calling for organising counter-demonstrations to commemorate the victims of Zionist security service workers – Stalinists – in connection with the anniversary of the events of 1968.

				7

				During an extraordinary meeting, the KKP discussed the talks between Solidarity and the govern-ment conducted thus far and the scale of repressions against the Union’s members and activists.

				8

				In connection with the anniversary of the events of March ’68 at the University of Warsaw, the foundation act is laid down as a plaque commemorating the student protests. Between 8 and 28 March, the NZS and NSZZ “Solidarity” organise a special historical session at the University of Warsaw. The guests include, among others, Anna Walentynowicz and Jacek Kuroń.

				The “Grunwald” Patriotic Union organises a protest to commemorate the victims of Stalin-ism in front of the former Ministry of Public Security building at pl. Na Rozdrożu. In the coming weeks, “Grunwald” tries, without success, to obtain support from company work crews, includ-ing, inter alia, from the “Warszawa” Steelworks.

				8–9

				In Poznań, the national congress of representatives takes place of several independent organi-sations of farmers. As a result of unification, a single nationwide union of individual farmers, the NSZZ RI “Solidarity” is created as an independent professional representation for farmers. The National NSZZ RI “Solidarity” Founding Committee is established, the Praesidium of which is composed of Jan Kułaj (Przemyśl) – Chair; Deputy Chairs – Jan Antoł, Piotr Baumgart (Szczecin), and Spokesman Gabriel Janowski (Warsaw), Secretary – Andrzej Chałupnik; Praesidium Members – Roman Bartoszcze (Bydgoszcz), Stanisław Chrobak (Tarnów), Jan Ciosek (Jelenia Góra), Jan Fry-cze and Katarzyna Bielańska (Krakow), Janusz Rożek (Lublin) and Józef Ślisz (Rzeszów). As a result of SB activities aimed at disintegrating the movement and programme differences, the unifica-tion act is not completed, with a part of the organisation deciding to act separately.

				9

				Lech Wałęsa and Marian Jurczyk meets Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski. Conflicts in various regions of the country are discussed (e.g. in Łódź, Radom, Nowy Sącz and Suwałki).
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				10

				A meeting takes place between Lech Wałęsa and Prime Minister General W. Jaruzelski, joined later by, among others, Marian Jurczyk, Minister Stanisław Ciosek and Deputy Prime Minister M. F. Rakowski. Union representatives provide information on repressions against its members. 

				14

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Chełm Region is held. Two hun-dred eleven delegates represent approximately 20,000 members of the Union, affiliated with 131 company organisations. Bogusław Mikus was elected as Chair; the Praesidium was composed of Mirosław Przylipiak – Deputy Chairperson; Barbara Szubert – Secretary; Franciszek Lipert, Janusz Żak, Zbigniew Herman, Ryszard Łączka, Jan Huszcza, Janusz Kwieciński, Janusz Białkowski, Józef Gorzała, Marian Smyk, Aleksander Chudzik, Maciej Psujek and Mirosław Ryl.

				16

				The Warsaw Pact military exercise “Soyuz ’81” began.

				The Ministry of Internal Trade holds talks between representatives of the authorities and Solidarity on further food rationing.

				In Bydgoszcz, NSZZ RI “Solidarity” proclaims a sit-in strike in the building of the Voivodeship Committee of the United People’s Party (ZSL). The National Strike Committee of NSZZ RI “Solidar-ity” is established and headed by Roman Bartoszcze and demands the legalisation of the Union. The strike gains support from the Bydgoszcz MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				Lt Col Marian Rajski speaks at the City Conference of the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR) in Gdynia about the economic dependence of the Polish People’s Republic on the USSR. The text sent to KKP is reprinted by Solidarity bulletins nationwide.

				17

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski and Stanisław Kania meet with the Marshal of the USSR, Victor Kulikov.

				Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs General Bogusław Stachura requests the Chief of the Gen-eral Staff of the Polish People’s Army to ensure that room and board for 1,300 MO officers in military bases in Bydgoszcz are available in connection with the Ministry of Internal Affairs Staff’s planned projects.

				Issue No. 1 of “Solidarity” – the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” Stalowa Wola Office information ser-vice, is published. Jan Chorzępa becomes the periodical’s editor. By 13 December 1981, 14 issues will be released.
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				NSZZ “Solidarity” WSK “PZL” Enterprise Committee in Rzeszów accepts the invitation of KZ NSZZ “Solidarity” Gdańsk Shipyard to exchange experiences and work contacts in the field of trade unions. This creates the first two links of the Network, which developed over the next sev-eral weeks into a national structure. The first meeting of the Network takes place on 14–15 April.

				19

				One thousand and three hundred MO officers arrive in Bydgoszcz.

				During the Voivodeship National Council session in Bydgoszcz, representatives of Solidarity were invited to the meeting to present the position of the striking farmers, but they were not allowed to speak. The protesting Solidarity delegation is escorted out of the building by the Citi-zen’s Militia (MO) Officers under the command of Maj. Henryk Bednarek. Jan Rulewski-President of the MKZ (Inter-Enterprise Founding Committee), Mariusz Łabentowicz and Michał Bartoszcze are beaten up.

				20–21

				The Praesidium of KKP is in session and issues a “Declaration” introducing the state of strike readi-ness for the entire Union: 

				[…] The action that took place on 19 March 1981 in Bydgoszcz is an obvious provocation aimed against the government of Prime Minister W. Jaruzelski. The interruption of civil peace makes those who caused the Bydgoszcz action responsible for the country’s fate.

				21

				A two-hour protest strike takes place in Bydgoszcz. In the evening, Józef Żyto, Deputy Prosecutor General, meets with representatives of the MKZ Bydgoszcz.

				NZS university organisations announce strike readiness.

				In the morning, a military aircraft scattered leaflets over Bydgoszcz informing that Jan Ru-lewski had mutilated himself, signed by a Group of the Councillors of the Voivodeship National Council in Bydgoszcz (it was developed by the Department of Special Propaganda of the Political Board of the Polish Army at the request of Chief of Staff General Florian Siwicki). A broad propa-ganda action is launched against J. Rulewski; it includes statements that he deserted from the army and fled to the Federal Republic of Germany (RFN), for which he received a sentence of 5 years of imprisonment, that he was convicted for petty theft and falsifying documents, that only a few days earlier, he was speeding and killed a pedestrian.
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				22

				In Warsaw, several hours of talks are held between the government representatives and the Prae-sidium of KKP and MKZ Bydgoszcz, after which a Government Commission headed by Jerzy Bafia arrives in Bydgoszcz.

				From an appeal by the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Wyszyński: 

				State authorities must consider the consequences of each thoughtless step by public order functionaries. The citizens, wanting to pursue righteous social rights, the right of association, and economic re-vindication, must know that achieving these demands requires time, patience, and functional capabilities.

				From a transcript of the meeting of the KC PZPR Political Bureau [BP]: 

				Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski: It is necessary to quickly organise small printing facilities for the leaflet war. 

				Jerzy Waszczuk [deputy BP member]: Leaflets against the strike have already been printed out and delivered to all of the KWs [Voivodeship Committees].

				From a communique of the KC PZPR Political Bureau: 

				According to the information we have the law enforcement authorities in Bydgoszcz acted in accordance with the law when carrying out the orders of competent authorities.

				23–24

				The KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” convenes in Bydgoszcz and decides to hold a warning strike on 27 March and, if the circumstances of the beating of the Solidarity representatives are not clarified, a general strike will start on 31 March. The KKP entrusts the National Strike Committee headed by Lech Wałęsa to lead the strike. The Committee has in its ranks Zbigniew Bujak, Andrzej Cierniew-ski, Lech Dymarski, Krzysztof Gotowski, Andrzej Gwiazda, Marian Jurczyk, Ryszard Kalinowski, Antoni Kopaczewski, Bogdan Lis and Andrzej Słowik.

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates (WZD) of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Piła Voivodeship re-gion is held in the town of Piła. Two hundred and eighty-three (out of 292 eligible) delegates rep-resent approximately 51,500 members of the Union, affiliated with 146 enterprise organisations. A 60-person Regional Board was elected, and Eligiusz Naszkowski (TW – SB Secret Cooperator “Grażyna”) was elected chairperson. The 9-person Praesidium of the ZR was composed of Depu-ty Chairpersons – Adam Żyliński and Marian Helak, Stanisław Michałowski, members – Jarosław Gruszkowski, Adam Szejnfeld, Ludwik Maluch, Małgorzata Czech and Bolesław Mrugalski. On the second day of the meeting, the session was interrupted due to the so-called Bydgoszcz provoca-tion, and a resolution to join the strike was adopted. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 19 May. Delegates were selected for the 1st National Convention of Delegates (KZD) in Gdańsk. 
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				The session ended at 2 a.m. on 20 May, and a decision was made to postpone the deadline for ending the WZD until 28 May 1981.

				24

				The “Soyuz ’81” military exercises are extended indefinitely.

				The trade union press publishes instructions on how to proceed in the event of an introduc-tion of martial law (sit-in strikes) and Soviet intervention (according to the models taken from the Czech experiences of 1968: removing plates with street names of streets, reversing street signs, etc.).

				Issue 1 of the “Information Bulletin of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Company Founding Com-mittee in Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski, is published. The editorial staff includes Ewa Chodor, Anna Kolatorowicz, Szymon Koniewicz, Edward Kulig, Adam Mitura and Wiesław Marek Osmala.

				25

				In Warsaw, the Delegation of the KKS NSZZ “Solidarity” (Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Gwiazda, Ma-rian Jurczyk, Andrzej Słowik, Krzysztof Gotowski, Andrzej Celiński, Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Władysław Siła-Nowicki) meets Mieczysław F. Rakowski and other members of the Committee of the Council of Ministers for Cooperation with Trade Unions. No agreement has been reached concerning “Solidarity” demands regarding: 

				1)	explanation of the circumstances of the Bydgoszcz events; 

				2)	guarantee of safety for the Union and the right to respond; 

				3)	Abolition Act;

				4)	right of association for farmers;

				5)	repealing the Government’s resolution on remuneration payments for time spent on strike.

				In Białystok, unknown perpetrators set fire to the flats of Atty. Kazimierz Niemotka and the President of the ZR of Białystok – NSZZ “Solidarity” Feliks Gołębiewski, who supervises the inves-tigation of Zbigniew Simoniuk’s immolation.

				26

				Prime Minister General Wojciech Jaruzelski meets the Primate of Poland, Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński. From the communique: It was concluded that objectively assessing the events in Byd-goszcz is of utmost urgency.
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				27

				A nationwide 4-hour warning strike takes place. At the request of Solidarity, the employees of al-most all work establishments, including Party members – against the official position of the Polit-buro of KC PZPR – stopped working. Talks between the delegation of the Solidarity National Strike Committee (headed by Lech Wałęsa and including experts Bronisław Geremek and Romuald Kukołowicz) and the government (Chairperson Mieczysław F. Rakowski) are renewed. The 1st Sec-retary of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party (KC PZPR), Stanisław Kania, meets the presidents of unions comprising the Conciliation Committee of Creative and Scientific Associations indicating, among other things, the need for constructive actions on the part of the authorities, concerning registration of the NSZZ RI “Solidarity”.

				Stanisław Kania and General Wojciech Jaruzelski sign the following documents: 

				1.	“Myśl przewodnia wprowadzenia na terytorium PRL stanu wojennego ze względu na bezpieczeństwo państwa (m.in.: uzbrojenie osób godnych najwyższego zaufania, które z całkowitym oddaniem i zaangażowaniem zdecydowane są bronić socjalizmu)” (“The guid-ing principle behind the introduction of martial law in the People’s Republic of Poland (PRL) due to national security concerns (inter alia, is the arming of persons worthy of utmost trust, who with absolute conviction, are determined to defend socialism))”; 

				2.	“Centralny plan działania organów politycznych władzy i administracji państwowej na wypadek konieczności wprowadzenia w PRL stanu wojennego” (“Central plan of operations for political bodies of national authorities and administration if martial law is introduced in the PRL”); 

				3.	“Ramowy plan działania sił zbrojnych” (“Framework plan of operations of the Armed Forces”).

				28

				The talks between the Solidarity National Strike Committee and the government in working teams are continued, however, without a positive result. Attempts at mediation are made by a team of good services composed of the President of the Polish Academy of Sciences – Prof. Aleksander Giey-sztor, Chair of the Warsaw Club of Catholic Intelligentsia (KIK) – Andrzej Święcicki, Chair of the Con-ciliation Committee of Creative and Scientific Associations – Prof. Klemens Szaniawski.

				The Solidarity delegation headed by Lech Wałęsa meets with the Primate of Poland Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński, who tells them, inter alia, The most urgent matter is that you, while wanting a lot, do not lose what you have today. I know the Solidarity movement is so thriving and determined that it won’t let its achievements be removed. The question is, what price will you have to pay for it? Today, everybody recognises the maturity of the Solidarity movement, that you achieved so much as you did and yet managed to prevent bloodshed.
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				29

				The talks between the representatives of Solidarity and the government continue. In a tense situation, the 9th Plenum of the KC PZPR takes place. The Plenum statement reads that groups of opponents of socialism and various forces of the social right are influencing Solidarity, inspiring activi-ties contrary to its statute, and developing extensive propaganda activities aimed at creating distrust towards state authorities, especially the Citizen’s Militia (MO) and Security Service (SB).

				The Plenum is divided regarding assessing NSZZ “Solidarity” activities. M.F. Rakowski criti-cises the radical wing of the Union but also points out that Solidarity is an organisation of many millions of truly wonderful people.

				30

				At noon, another round of talks between KKS Solidarity and the government begins. The main negotiations are conducted between the experts of the parties – for Solidarity (Bronisław Gere-mek and Wiesław Chrzanowski) and the government (Minister of Justice Jerzy Bafia and Atty. Prof. Sylwester Zawadzki). The final text of the statement was agreed only with the presidents of both assemblies – Lech Wałęsa and M.F. Rakowski. Lech Wałęsa orders Andrzej Gwiazda to communicate the information about the completion of negotiations, conclusion of an agree-ment and suspension of the general strike announced on 31 March before the cameras of the evening “Dziennik TV” (“TV News”). According to earlier arrangements, the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” reserved the decision to suspend the strike. Therefore, the KKS Solidarity exceeded its compe-tencies. Tensions in the country diminish.

				The joint “Statement” on the Bydgoszcz case includes, among other things:

				[…] the WRN session was closed without observing the applicable legal rules, and the use of law enforce-ment to remove the Solidarity representatives from the Voivodeship Office building is an action contrary to the previously adopted and observed rules of resolving social conflicts mainly through negotiations. The government also expresses its regret for the beating of three union activists and announces that the perpe-trators will be brought to justice. It was decided to speed up work on the Act on Trade Unions so that its draft may be submitted for the session of the Sejm within one month.

				31

				The Political Bureau of the KC PZPR expresses dissatisfaction with the agreement negotiated by Mieczysław F. Rakowski.

				31 March–1 April

				The KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” deliberates in the Gdańsk Shipyard and accepts the “Statement” of 30 March as an initial agreement allowing to start negotiations with the government on the main 
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				problems and calling off the general strike. Many members of the KKP criticise the deal (called the Warsaw Agreement), express dissatisfaction with the backstage mode of work of the ne-gotiation team and the excessive increase in the role of experts and the loss of the mobilisa-tion power of Solidarity, shown during the strike on 27 March. The Solidarity spokesperson Karol Modzelewski, Deputy Chair of the KKP Praesidium Andrzej Gwiazda, tender their resignations, and Andrzej Celiński is dismissed from the position of Secretary of the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity”. The KKP does not accept A. Gwiazda’s resignation. 

				Andrzej Gwiazda announces an “Open Letter to Lech Wałęsa”. In it, he claims responsibility for the Warsaw Agreement, but he protests the violation of democratic rules of managing the Union: 

				Decision-makers and advisors have decisive influence, are not being controlled, and do not bear any respon-sibility. They have complete freedom of manipulation. This should be said loudly so that our Union does not reach a dead end and keeps the values we fought for.

				A demand is also posed regarding the openness of decision-making and the right of its mem-bers to criticise the activities of the Solidarity management. 

				From the letter of Jan Rulewski and Mariusz Łabentowicz to the KKP:

				You, our delegates, had the assets from which you could select at least half. […] You played all your cards, including censorship, political prisoners, farmers, etc. […] After ten days of meetings, when the nation was expecting a significant breakthrough, you signed a communique that the worst clerk in the world could have created. 

				April

				2

				Members of the Praesidium of the National Founding Committee of NSZZ RI “Solidarity” and its experts in Warsaw (including Andrzej Stelmachowski and Bolesław Banaszkiewicz) visit Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński.

				2–6

				The 1st National Congress of the NZS is held in Krakow. The authorities of the Association have been elected: Chair of the National Coordination Committee – Jarosław Guzy (student of sociol-ogy and history at the University of Warsaw), member of the KKK – Jacek Czaputowicz (student of geography at the University of Warsaw), member of the KKK and spokesperson – Jacek Ra-kowiecki (student of theatre studies at the Jagiellonian University), Chair of the National Audit Commission – Lech Lipiński (from the Medical Academy in Wrocław).
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				According to reports of American intelligence services, the Soviet army stationed in the USSR, East Germany and Czechoslovakia are concentrated around Poland. Without prior notification to the Polish air traffic authorities, Russians transferred 32 Mi–6 combat helicopters from Czecho-slovakia to Poland, which carry out sorties around Toruń and in other parts of the country. Soviet pilots do not submit to Polish air traffic authorities.

				A Government Commission with Deputy Minister Andrzej Kacała arrives in Bydgoszcz for talks with farmers occupying the KW ZSL building since 16 March. Due to the lack of powers of attorney to discuss legal issues related to the registration of NSZZ RI “Solidarity”, talks were inter-rupted on the morning of 4 April.

				The Praesidium of the Workers’ Committee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk takes the unprecedented decision to remove Anna Walentynowicz from the Praesidium of MKZ Gdańsk. The reason for the appeal is her criticism of the so-called Warsaw Agreement of 30 March. This act deepens the conflict between A. Walentynowicz and Lech Wałęsa.

				Issue 1 of “Tygodnik Solidarność” (“Solidarność Weekly”) – a nationwide mass-circulation pe-riodical of the National Conciliatory Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity”, is published. The editorial team includes Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bogdan Cywiński, Waldemar Kuczyński, and Krzysztof Wysz-kowski. By 13 December 1981, 37 issues will be released.

				Issue 1 of “Ciernie” (“Briars”) – a periodical of MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Tychy, is published. The editorial team includes Adam Michelis, Leszek Waliszewski, Marek Wach, Antoni Górka, Janusz Tuszyński, Krzysztof Czudej and Andrzej Służalec.

				7

				The “Soyuz ’81” military exercises end. Troops participating in exercises in the territory of the PRL, East Germany, USSR, and ČSSR return to their garrisons.

				Issue 1 of the “Wiadomości Katowickie” (“Katowice News”) – a daily of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region, is published. The editorial team includes Anna Hebrowska, Andrzej Czuma, Leszek Duszyński, Tadeusz Żuczkiewicz, Czesław Świerczyński, Bogdan Hadyna, Kazi-mierz Zembala, Stanisław Kruszyński, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Janusz Płaza and Artur Skrabski. By 13 December 1981, 178 issues will be released.

				During the meeting of the Parliamentary Extraordinary Committee for Compliance with So-cial Agreements members of the National Founding Committee of NSZZ RI “Solidarity” Jan Kułaj, Piotr Baumgart, Gabriel Janowski and Roman Bartoszcze present the “Declaration on objectives and nature of NSZZ RI ‘Solidarity’”. The declaration only emphasised demands for social plural-ism and not political pluralism. It also includes the following statements: We acknowledge that 
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				the PZPR is the leading political force in our country, and there are no people in our Union who wish to undermine the political principles of the Polish People’s Republic.

				8

				Issue 1 of “Tygodnik Biuro Informacji Prasowej NSZZ ‘Solidarność’” – (BIPS) (NSZZ “Solidarity” Press Information Bureau Weekly – (BIPS)) is published. The editorial staff includes Paweł Huelle, Giedymin Jabłoński, Arkadiusz Rybicki, Maciej Grzywaczewski, Joanna Założyk and Bogdan Olszewski. By 13 December 1981, 13 issues will be released.

				10

				MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” in Konin informs that leaflets have appeared accusing Andrzej Rozpłochowski (MKZ Katowice) and his associates of being UB (Security Office) agents and push-ing the KKP and society at large to a general strike against Lech Wałęsa’s position. In the next few days, until the middle of the following month, many false leaflets will appear throughout the country, slandering various individuals.

				The KKP appoints Janusz Onyszkiewicz as its spokesperson and creates the Press Information Office “Solidarity” (BIPS) with its seat in Gdańsk.

				11

				In Warsaw, a plaque commemorating the March ’68 events, designed by Andrzej Koss and Antoni Tokarski, is unveiled in the courtyard of the University of Warsaw. The ceremony was attended by the University of Warsaw’s rector, Professor Henryk Samsonowicz, and delegates of Warsaw work establishments.

				13–15

				In Zielona Góra, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Zielona Góra Region, representing 152,000 members of the Union, associated in approx. seven hundred com-pany organisations, are held. As a result of two rounds of voting, the authorities of the Region were elected, with President Mieczysław Oszmian, three Vice-Presidents – Jan Maszewski, Jan Papina, and Leon Mitura, and members of the Praesidium: Jan Kudła, Edward Krzycki, Kazimierz Nowak, Andrzej Perlak, Zbigniew Mrowiec, Marian Podsada and Tadeusz Latko.

				14

				In Gdańsk, a network of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Enterprise Organisations comprises leading work establishments, an extra-statutory structure within “Solidarity”, serving as a local programme platform in the Union. Eighteen company structures were included in the Network – one from each key enterprise from each former voivodeship (as of before 1975). Exceptions were made for 
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				the former Katowice Voivodeship, represented by two enterprises; there was no representative of the Koszalin Voivodeship. In addition, as a representative of the world of science, the National Conciliation Commission of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) was includ-ed. Workplaces and their representatives in the Network include the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk – Lech Wałęsa, Alojzy Szablewski, Jacek Merkel, Zbigniew Lis, Hans Szyc, Jerzy Milewski, Andrzej Kozicki; the Adolf Warski Szczecin Shipyard – Marian Jurczyk, Maria Chmielewska, Andrzej Mil-czanowski, Grzegorz Durski, Krzysztof Kubicki; “H. Cegielski” Metalworks in Poznań – Bogdan Ciszak, Jerzy Żarnowski, Marek Lenartowski, Alfons Brzeziński; Rolling Stock Repair Shop in Byd-goszcz – Hilary Leleszewski, Zbigniew Sieradzki, Paweł Pochowski, Wiesław Raniszewski; “Za-stal” Odra Steelworks in Zielona Góra – Andrzej Stróżyk, Stefan Zych, Zdzisław Rudnik, Bogusław Pawłowski; “Wujek” Coal Mine (KWK) in Katowice – Jan Ludwiczak, Jan Haśnik, Ludwik Nawrot, Bolesław Sojka; Lenin Foundry in Krakow – Mieczysław Gil, Stanisław Handzlik, Witold Bawolski, Stefan Jurczak, Edward Nowak; “Pafawag” Railcar Factory in Wrocław – Andrzej Konarski, Euge-niusz Janiszewski, Czesław Czternastek, Piotr Bednarz; “PZL” Communication Equipment Factory in Rzeszów – Adam Matuszczak, Jan Ostrowski, Stefan Hałoń, Barbara Antas; “Fasty” Cottonworks in Białystok – Jerzy Jamiołkowski, Cezary Nowakowski, Lucjan Piwowarski, Zenon Citko, Mirosław Zwitek; “Iskra” Rolling Bearings Factory in Kielce – Marian Stelmasiński, Konrad Kozub, Irena Kurowska; “Stomil” Tyre Factory in Olsztyn – Zbigniew Przewłocki, Władysław Grabowski, Michał Powroźny; “PZL” Communication Equipment Factory in Świdnik – Zbigniew Puczek, Ryszard Kuć, Zofia Dratkiewicz, Alfred Bondas, Antoni Grzegorczyk, Józef Adamczyk; Julian Marchlewski Cot-tonworks in Łódź – Jerzy Dłużniewski, Paweł Karbowski, Jan Sobczan; “Zgoda” Technical Device Factory in Świętochłowice – Michał Hewig, Norbert Broll and ZM “Ursus” in Warsaw, “Małapanew” Foundry in Ozimek near Opole, National Conciliation Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” at the Pol-ish Academy of Sciences – Jerzy Milewski, Joanna Podgórska, Eugeniusz Patryka, Joanna Pilarska, Tomasz Naganowski, Zygmunt Pociecha, Wacław Pietryński, Jerzy Buzek, Jerzy Szafko, Marek Malicki, Andrzej Zbierski, Anna Klimowicz. The Network Secretariat is run by the National Concili-ation Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Polish Acadaemy of Sciences (PAN). Jerzy Milewski – a researcher from Gdańsk – becomes secretary. The network deals mainly with issues related to economic reform and later appointing an employee self-government. The network was the most effective programmable centre in the Union having developed over 60 documents.

				15

				In Toruń, the national congress of representatives of the so-called PZPR horizontal structures convenes from 12 centres (204 basic party organisations) with the participation of the 1st Sec-retary of the Toruń KW PZPR Zygmunt Najdowski and Jan Łabęcki from Gdańsk. The congress demands complete information to be provided about the party’s actions and communicated to its rank and file members, not to block information on grassroots initiatives of primary party organisations and horizontal structures, the removal of persons who, at the moment, do not represent anyone from the party, adoption of a document addressed to sister communist and workers’ parties, presenting an accurate picture of the situation in the PZPR and the country.
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				17

				The farmer’s strike in the United People’s Party (ZSL) building in Bydgoszcz ended after a month. In the agreement-signed by the strikers (represented by i.a. Michał Bartoszcze, Witold Hatka, Jan Kułaj and Piotr Baumgart) and the Government Commission headed by Minister Stanisław Ciosek and Deputy Minister Andrzej Kacała: the government promises registration of NSZZ RI “Solidarity” by 10 May – under the same conditions as the employee trade unions. Until registration, the Union may develop its activities without obstacles.

				19

				The National Defence Committee determines that 47,200 people will be drafted to the MO and other services of the Ministry of Internal Affairs during martial law.

				21

				Issue 1 of “Rozwaga i Solidarność” (“Caution and Solidarity”) – a periodical of the NSZZ “Solidar-ity” Enterprise Commission at the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard, is published. The editorial staff includes Maria Głuchowska, Anna Kempka (tech. ed.), B. Maliszewski, Jacek Merkel, Tomasz Moszczak, A. Ogrodowski, Bogdan Oleszek, Jagoda Piątkowska, Roman Pieńkowski (answ. ed.), Kazimierz Pierożek, Zbigniew Trafalski, A. Turek (tech. ed.), B. Włodarczyk, Zygmunt Zawalski, and Witold Żylicz. By 13 December 1981, 33 issues will be released.

				Edmund Bałuka, the leader of the so-called second strike at the Adolf Warski Szczecin Ship-yard in January 1971, returns to Poland using a false French passport. The Enterprise Committee of the shipyard Solidarity guarantees his safety.

				22

				The government introduced butter, flour, rice and groats rationing.

				23

				Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Suslov, during his visit to Warsaw, conducts discussions with Polish party and gov-ernment officials on preparations for the 9th Extraordinary Congress of the PZPR and overcoming the effects of deviations from scientific socialism principles.

				A press conference of the Committee for the Komitet Obrony Więzionych za Przekonania (Defence of Those Imprisoned for Their Beliefs) with KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” is held in the hall of the Municipal Transport Enterprise in Warsaw, where Atty. Jan Olszewski discusses the con-dition of the investigation against the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej – KPN (Confederation of Independent Poland – KPN): Leszek Moczulski, Romuald Szeremietiew, Zygmunt Goławski, 
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				Tadeusz Jandziszak, Jerzy Sychut (released from jail on 22 April) and Krzysztof Bzdyl, and informs them that over one million people signed a petition demanding the release of political prisoners.

				The KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” appoints the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Electoral Commission.

				24–25

				In Radom, talks are held between the delegation of the Radom Lands MKZ, headed by Andrzej Sobieraj and the Government Commission for the rehabilitation of participants in the workers’ protests in June ’76 and the programme of economic development of the Radom Voivodeship, discriminated after the June events.

				25–26

				In Gorzów Wielkopolski, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Go-rzów Region is held. Two hundred sixty-seven delegates represent approximately 115,000 mem-bers of the Union. A 73-person Regional Board with Wojciech Wiścicki as its Chair was elected. The Praesidium included Grzegorz Fronkiewicz – Deputy Chair; Tadeusz Kołodziejski – Deputy Chair (former Chair of the MKZ); Julian Bobik, Bolesław Czerniawski, Jerzy Gospodarek, Wiesław Jance-wicz, Franciszek Konaszewicz, Stanisław Kozicki, Władysław Kurczyński, Kazimierz Michniewicz, Tadeusz Okuszko, Henryk Rogalski, Ryszard Szymański, Andrzej Szymkiewicz, Edmund Śmigielski, Andrzej Zieliński and Zbigniew Zięba. The second part, the 1st WZD, took place on 21 May.

				In Stalowa Wola, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the San-domierz Lands (first round) is held. Two hundred twenty-six delegates represent approximately one hundred thousand Union members and are associated with approximately 200 enterprise organisations. A 61-person Regional Board with Wojciech Wiścicki as its Chair was elected. The Praesidium included: S. Krupka, Jan Cisek – Deputy Chair, Eugeniusz Trzuskot – secretary, Jan Chorzępa, Franciszek Chudzik, Wojciech Golik, Jan Kaczkowski, Tadeusz Bebłot, Jacek Kuciel, Mieczysław Kuryłowicz, Zdzisław Kuśnierz, Elżbieta Morska, Maria Rehorowska, Kazimierz Rostek, Kazimierz Weber. A conflict arises during the proceedings, the result of which some delegates from Tarnobrzeg, Połaniec and Staszów leave the meeting room. The second part of the 1st WZD took place on 28 May.

				25

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Central-Eastern Region is held (first round). Four hundred and ninety-seven (out of 544 eligible) delegates represent approx-imately 322,000 members of the Union, affiliated with 1,300 enterprise organisations. A 61-per-son Regional Board with Jan Bartczak as its Chair was elected. The Praesidium was elected during the first meeting of ZR–22 May. Its members included Jan Bartczak, Ryszard Jankowski – Deputy Chair, Stanisław Węglarz – Deputy Chair, Janusz Karpiński – Deputy Chair, Jan Kozak – Secretary, 
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				Ryszard Kuć, Jerzy Bartmiński, Andrzej Jóźwiakowski, Krystyna Murat, Norbert Wojciechowski and Włodzimierz Blajerski. The second round of the 1st WZD occurred on 16–17 May.

				30

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw received a motion for the registration of NSZZ “Solidarność” Indywidualnego Rzemiosła (NSZZ “Solidarity” of Individual Craftsmen). 

				May

				1

				At the MO precinct station in Katowice, the miner Jan Siminiak, a Solidarity activist, died (ac-cording to the prosecutor’s office, his death was the result of an accident).

				4

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Łódź Region is held (first round). The Regional Board, with Andrzej Słowik as its Chair, was elected. On 8 June, the Board of the Łódź Lands Region selects the composition of the Praesidium: Deputy Chairs – Jerzy Kropiwnicki and Grzegorz Palka, members Andrzej Trautman, Kazimierz Bednarski, Zbigniew Kowalewski, Paweł Wielochowski, Ireneusz Kuzan and Janusz Kenic. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 25 June.

				5

				Issue 1 of “Solidarność Jastrzębie” – a weekly of the Silesia and Dąbrowa Region is published. The editorial team includes Jerzy Skwara, Stefan Kosiewski, Zofia Zaremba and Bolesław Edelheit--Winczewski. By 13 December 1981, 31 issues will be released.

				6

				The Sejm adopts the “Ustawa o związkach zawodowych rolników indywidualnych”, “Ustawa o rejestracji kółek rolniczych oraz związków kółek i organizacji rolniczych”, a także “Ustawa o rejestracji organizacji międzyzwiązkowych” (“Act on Trade Unions of Individual Farmers”, the “Act on the Registration of Farming Associations and Agricultural Associations and Organisations Unions”, and the “Act on the Registration of Inter-Union Organisations”). 

				The Wronki Penitentiary is the site of the beginning of a wave of prison rebellions. Other re-bellions and hunger strikes occur in 109 prisons throughout Poland. Prisoners demand improve-ment of living conditions, remuneration for work, and respect for their civic rights.
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				7

				Krzysztof Bzdyl, a member of the KPN – Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej (Confederation of Inde-pendent Poland – KPN), who has been in prison since 6 December 1980, begins a hunger strike. 

				7–8

				The arrest and beating of two people by MO officers at the train station in Otwock became the reason for violent riots in the MO precinct station located there. Adam Michnik, Zbigniew Ro-maszewski and local Solidarity activists stop the crowd, demanding an attempt to lynch the MO officers.

				9

				In Warsaw, the 1st National Convention of Regional and University Committees for the Defence of Those Imprisoned for Their Beliefs takes place.

				9–10

				In the ZM “Ursus”, the 2nd Congress of Trade Union Press is held, where 101 independent periodi-cals from all over Poland are represented.

				10–16

				A Solidarity delegation, composed of Lech Wałęsa, Zbigniew Bujak, Jan Rulewski, Władysław Fra-syniuk, Elżbieta Potrykus, Lech Dymarski, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Magdalena Wójcik, Henryk Lip-czyc and Prof. Janusz Beksiak, visits Japan at the invitation of the General Council of the Japan Trade Unions (Sōhyō).

				12

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registers the Niezależny Samorządny Związek Zawodowy Rol-ników Indywidualnych “Solidarność” (Independent and Self-Governed Independent Farmer’s Union “Solidarity”). 

				The Director-General of the International Labour Office, Francis Blanchard, arrives in Warsaw and meets with representatives of the KKP. The meeting is devoted, among other things, to the Polish delegation’s participation in the International Labour Organization session in June 1981.

				Zygmunt Goławski, co-founder of the Komitet Samoobrony Ludzi Wierzących (Committee for the Self-Defence of the Faithful) in Podlasie and a member of the KPN, is released from jail.
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				13

				In St Peter’s Square in Rome, Turkish terrorist Ali Agça makes an unsuccessful attempt on the life of Holy Father John Paul II.

				15

				The Katowice Party Forum adjacent to the KW PZPR is created. Ten days later, it will publish its declaration and then four resolutions-strongly criticising the political line of party authorities and the government as an appeasement towards counterrevolution.

				15–16

				In Bielsko Biała, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Podbeskidzie Region, is held (first round). Three hundred ninety-eight delegates represent approximately 220,000 members of the Union, affiliated with 563 enterprise organisations are in attendance. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 29 May and 1–2 June. The Regional Board, with Patrycjusz Kosmowski as its Chair, was elected. Members of the Praesidium were Henryk Juszczyk (1st Deputy Chair), Arkadiusz Paszek (2nd Deputy Chair), Adam Gwiżdż (3rd Deputy Chair), Mieczysław Adamczyk, Jerzy Hilbrycht, Janusz Januszewski, Anna Kamińska, Andrzej Kralczyński, Stanisław Podgórski, Grażyna Staniszewska, Marcin Tyrna, Antoni Włoch, Wiesław Wróbel and Andrzej Zając.

				16

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Jelenia Góra Region is held at the Gencjana Club (first round). Two hundred twenty-five delegates (out of 375 eligible) rep-resent approximately 156,000 members of the Union. The second round took place on 30 May. The Regional Board, with Andrzej Piesiak as its Chair, was elected. The Praesidium included Jerzy Modrzejewski – Deputy Chair, Zygmunt Bugdoll – Secretary and Michał Orlicz. Round three was held on 16 June.

				17

				The 1st Ogólnopolska Wystawa i Kiermasz Wydawnictw Niezależnych (All-Poland National Exhibi-tion and Fair of Independent Publishing Houses) is held at the Warsaw University of Technology, organised by the Independent Student Association in cooperation with the independent NOWA Publishing House (approx. 500 titles have been presented). Vast crowds of Warsaw residents visit the exhibition and fair.

				In several Polish cities, citizens marched in white and prayed for Holy Father John Paul II’s health.
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				18

				In Katowice, “unknown” perpetrators beat up Małgorzata Rychter and Kazimierz Bączyński – em-ployees of the Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of Silesia and the Zagłębie Region.

				19

				The first round of deliberations of the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Radom Lands Region is held. Four hundred forty delegates represent approximately 120,000 Union members, affiliated with 400 enterprise organisations. The Regional Board, with Andrzej Słowik as its Chair, was elected. The Praesidium included: Jan Rejczak – Deputy Chair, Jerzy Pierzchała – Deputy Chair, Wiesław Mizerski – Secretary, Marek Leszczyński, Teresa Smolińska, Ryszard Karnik, Marek Gawlik, Bronisław Kawęcki, Janusz Kurzawa, Bronisław Komarowski, Józef Rogulski, Wiesław Grzywacz, Henryk Łęcki and Zbigniew Cichoń.

				20

				At the “KBO Zagłębie” Construction Elements Prefabrication Plant in Sosnowiec, five people started a hunger strike, demanding the release of political prisoners (i.e. Leszek Moczulski and other members of the KPN and the Kowalczyk brothers).

				23

				At Poznań’s Adam Mickiewicz Square, Anna Strzałkowska, the mother of Romek Strzałkowski, murdered on 28 June 1956, embeds the foundation act at the Monument of the Victims of June 1956: 

				On 23 May 1981, 1,015 years after Poland’s baptism, 190 years after the adoption of the Constitution of May 3rd, 63 years after regaining independence, and 36 years after the end of World War II, the foundation act was embedded for the Monument of Gratitude and Appreciation for those who: 

				– 25 years ago, gave their lives demanding liberty and bread, 

				– 13 years ago, suffered persecution while defending the truth and culture of their homeland, 

				– 11 years ago, were murdered because they dared to protest unjustness, 

				– 5 years ago, were tortured for defending workers’ dignity, 

				– a year ago, those became true guarantors that no Pole will ever exploit another Pole. 

				The monument is being built thanks to the sacrifice of all of society. It should be an expression of unity in building a better future for the nation, which was initiated by the workers of Poznań on 28 June 1956. This embedding foundation act commemorates these events. We trust that Christ, who has bestowed a Redemp-tive Rank to the cross on which he died, shall also be the source of Dignity and Strength for those who will stop at this monument. 

				The Social Committee for the Construction of the Poznań June of 1956 Memorial

				The Social Committee for the Commemoration of the 25th Anniversary

				of the 1956 Poznań June Events
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				24

				Issue No.1 of the “Rzeczywistość” (“Reality”) weekly – a periodical showcasing the views of dogmatic circles within the PZPR, is published. Henryk Tycner becomes the editor-in-chief with Bolesław Borysiuk as his deputy.

				25

				The first Founding Committee of the Trade Union of MO Officers is established at the MO District Headquarters in Nowa Huta. Founding committees will also be established in Warsaw, Lublin and other cities.

				Marches in defence of political prisoners – KPN members Jerzy and Ryszard Kowalczyk – take place in 14 academic centres. They are organised by the Niezależne Zrzeszenie Studentów, “Solidarność” (“Solidarity” Independent Student Association) and the Committees for the De-fence of Those Imprisoned for Their Beliefs. Over 100,000 people take part.

				In Opole Stare near Siedlce, “unknown” perpetrators beat up Stanisław Karpik, a long-time democratic opposition activist and Solidarity collaborator.

				The Katowice Party Forum announces a programme declaration which states, among other things: The whole party and its members, under the pressure of foreign ideological influences that were always and are still promoted by right-wing opportunism and bourgeois liberalism within the party itself have lost their ideological, political, and propaganda compass of the fight for socialism.

				26

				In the town of Sieradz, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Sieradz Lands Region was held. The ZR Praesidium was selected and composed of Jerzy Teluk – Chair, Stefan Rudzki, Zenon Barton, Marian Pertkiewicz, Bogdan Błaszczyk, Władysław Kluczkowski and Jan Wolicki. The region consisted of more than 200 enterprise committees and approximately 50,000 members.

				Three people start a hunger strike at the Small Cars Factory Branch in Sosnowiec to protest arrests due to people’s beliefs.

				27

				At the Cannes Grand Prix film festival – the Golden Palm goes to Andrzej Wajda for his film “Man of Iron” (script by Aleksander Ścibor-Rylski).

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registers the NSZZ “Solidarność Chłopska” (“NSZZ Peasant Solidarity”).

			

		

	
		
			
				206

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1981

			

		

		
			
				28

				The Primate of Poland, Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński passes away.

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Pojezierze Region is held (first round). Three hundred and eight (out of 544 eligible) delegates representing approximately 60,000 Union members affiliated with 350 enterprise organisations took part. Lech Biegalski be-comes Chair of the Regional Board with Deputy Chairs – Jarosław Słabiński and Jan Jarocki, along with members – Marek Sztabkowski, Jerzy Broc, Włodzimierz Rymsza, Romuald Mieniok, Izydor Karbowski and Jan Milewski. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 26 August.

				30

				Stanisław Kania and General Wojciech Jaruzelski welcome Marshall Victor Kulikov for his visit in Poland.

				Primate Stefan Wyszyński’s funeral is held in Warsaw. Thousands of people attend, including representatives of the state authorities, the Vatican and Solidarity.

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Śląsk Opole Region is held (first round). Three hundred one delegates represent approximately 247,500 members of the Union, affiliated with 681 enterprise organisations. The second round took place on 25–26 July – the MKZ Nysa and MKZ Brzeg delegates did not participate. The delegates of MKZ Kędzierzyn – Koźle left the WZD because most of the assembled did not support their organisational con-cepts. In subsequent sessions, the quorum was calculated from the number of 236 delegates eli-gible to vote, who represented 181,300 members of the Union. The Regional Board was elected with Stanisław Jałowiecki as its Chair. The Praesidium included Jarosław Chołodecki – Deputy Chair, Leonard Rypień – Deputy Chair, and Jakub Forystek – Secretary. The third round of the 1st WZD took place on 22 September.

				June

				1

				In Warsaw, in the large garage space of the MO Motorised Patrol Battalion of the Capital on Sta-lingradzka Street, about a thousand officers from all corners of Poland, gathered for an inaugural meeting. The Founding Committee of the Trade Union of Citizens’ Militia Officers representing officers from 35 voivodeships was created. Lt Wiktor Mikusiński becomes the Chair, with Edward Szybka and Kazimierz Kolinka acting as Deputy Chairs. On 6 June, W. Mikusiński resigned from the position of Chair and will be replaced by Ireneusz Sierański.
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				In Katowice, four workers begin another hunger strike aimed at forcing the authorities to release political prisoners.

				2

				In Krosno, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Krosno Region (first round), comprising approx. seventy-six thousand members of the Union, is held. The sec-ond round of the 1st WZD took place on 19 June, and a new name was adopted – the Podkarpa-cie Region. A 45-person Regional Board was elected with Zygmunt Zawojski as its Chair. On 24 June, the Praesidium was elected at the ZR meeting, composed of Z. Zawojski, Zygmunt Błaż – Vice-Chair, Piotr Kaczmarczyk – Vice-Chair, Józef Kinel – Secretary, Sławomira Leśniak – Treasurer, Stanisław Feruś – Spokesperson, Józef Szul – Head of the Intervention Office, Adam Jaźwiecki, Władysław Kinel, Anna Krzanowska and Jarosław Waszczuk.

				Krzysztof Bzdyl, a member of the KPN, was released from jail, where he had been held since autumn 1980.

				3

				Issue 1 of “Żywią i Bronią” (“They Feed and Defend Us”) – a periodical of the NSZZ RI “Solidarity”, is published in Łódź. The editorial team includes Wojciech Bartnik, Andrzej Bogdański, Dariusz Drewnicz, Krzysztof Jachmann, Krzysztof Marszal, Zbigniew Dominiak and Henryk Tomczak.

				4

				In Ostrów Wielkopolski, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Kalisz Voivodeship (first round) is held. Delegates from Jarocin, Pleszew, and Syców did not partici-pate in the meeting. MKZ Pleszew will report accession to the newly created region on 17 June and Syców – on 26 June. The second round of the 1st WZD will be held in Kalisz on 30 June and 1 August. The name and seat of the Region have been determined – Wielkopolska Południowa (Southern Greater Poland Region), with its seat in Kalisz. Zygmunt Rolicz was elected Chair, An-toni Pietkiewicz and Bogusław Śliwa as Deputy-Chairs.

				In Białystok, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Białystok Region (first round) takes place with 275 delegates (out of 310 elected) representing 112,000 members of the Union, associated with 527 enterprise organisations. During the second round on 25–26 June, the Regional Board was elected – Chair – Stanisław Marczuk; Deputy Chairs – Jerzy Rybnik, Bernard Bujwicki, Michał Pietkiewicz; members of the Praesidium include Kazimierz Kamiński – Secretary, Jerzy Chmielewski, Marian Czaczkowski, Stanisław Guzowicz, Roman Wilk, Edward Łuczycki, Zenon Biender, Marek Depczyński, Jerzy Pianko, Zbigniew Gordon and Leo-pold Stawecki.
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				The National Conciliation Commission is convened in Bydgoszcz. On 11 June, it announces a two-hour warning strike in four regions to prove the failure to solve the Bydgoszcz case, con-trary to the arrangements of the Warsaw Agreement of 30 April.

				Twenty-nine enterprises in Sosnowiec announced strike readiness due to the authorities’ lack of reaction to hunger protests held since 20 May.

				4–5

				In Kuźnice Świdnickie, the 5th National Intervention Office Convention, organised by the MKZ NSZZ “Solidarity” Wałbrzych, is held. Zbigniew Romaszewski presided over the deliberations for the MKZ Mazovia region.

				5

				The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union submits a letter to KC PZPR, published in the press on 11 June, which reads, among other things: 

				The unending concessions against anti-socialist forces and their demands led to the PZPR stepping back under the pressure of an internal counterrevolution based on support from imperialist diversion centres. The current situation is dangerous and can even lead the country to a critical point; assessing it otherwise is impossible […].

				The delegation of NSZZ “Solidarity”, headed by Lech Wałęsa, takes part in the conference of the International Labour Organization in Geneva.

				The winner of the Literature Nobel Prize, Czesław Miłosz, arrives in Poland for a 2-week visit.

				5–9

				In the Szczecin club “Korab”, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the West Pomerania Region (first round) is held. Four hundred sixty-five delegates represent approx-imately 353,000 Union members affiliated with 891 company organisations. A 52-person Regional Board with Marian Jurczyk as its Chair was elected with Deputy Chairs Aleksandra Krystosiak and Stanisław Wądołowski, Secretary – Stanisław Kocjan, members of the Praesidium Przemysław Fenrych, Kazimierz Kostrzewski, Jan Nowak, Jan Tarnowski, Mieczysław Ustasiak, Ewaryst Wa-ligórski and Grzegorz Olejnik. The second round of the 1st WZD takes place on 13–17 July.
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				Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski, speaking in Bydgoszcz, states, inter alia: 

				In Poland, the issue of the […] the People’s Government is present daily. Therefore, this government and the People’s Republic of Poland are threatened. […] The limit of reasonable compromises achieved by the People’s Government, by the PZPR in the hope that they will be understood as a willingness to establish partnership relations, has been fully exhausted.

				In Elbląg, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Elbląg Region is held (second round–20 June). The Union in the region has 96,000 members affiliated with 202 en-terprise committees; 371 delegates were elected and 274 attended the session. There were two concepts among delegates. The first one assumed the creation of a macro-region with Gdańsk and Słupsk without electing regional authorities, the second one – the creation of the Elbląg Region, and after selecting the Regional Board, the creation of the microregion based on equal rights and principles of autonomy. During the second round, a 32-person Regional Board and the Praesidium of ZR was elected, composed of Czesław Bizewski, Tadeusz Chmielewski – Chair, Hieronim Guzowski, Stanisław Kalinowski, Jerzy Kowalczuk, Ryszard Lange, Benedykt Nowak, Ze-non Perwenis, Wacław Pietuszyński, Bogusław Szybalski. Tadeusz Szymański became Chair of the Audit Commission.

				6–8

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Konin Region is held in the town of Konin. A 44-person Regional Board with Ryszard Stachowiak as its Chair was elect-ed along with a Praesidium composed of Tadeusz Buszkiewicz, Bronisław Janeczek, Zbigniew Jachimski (Deputy Chair), Zbigniew Ładosz (Deputy Chair), Zbigniew Malida, Z. Okoński, Miron Rogacki (secretary), Maria Zajbel, Marian Ludwiczak, Jerzy Żurawiecki, Bogdan Naparty and Władysław Jamrozik, as well as a 15-person Audit Commission.

				7

				In many cities, due to the repeated acts of destroying monuments to the Soviet army, a group of 24 intellectuals issued a statement which claims, inter alia, that:

				We do not know of any groups with any public standing who would think that tensions between us and our neighbours could benefit Poland, who would approve of any hostile gestures towards the Soviet Union, or who would want Poland to break the alliances that bind her. 

				The statement’s signatories include: Władysław Bartoszewski, Stefan Bratkowski, Aleksander Gieysztor, Karol Małcużyński, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Henryk Samsonowicz, Jan Strzelecki, Jan Józef Szczepański, Andrzej Wajda and Klemens Szaniawski.
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				8–9

				In Warsaw, the government, the KKP work group and experts discussed the incident in Bydgoszcz on 19 March. Representatives of “Solidarity” demand an explanation of the mechanisms that led to law enforcement officers’ decision to intervene.

				9

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” of Individual Craftsmen was registered – the first trade union of employers in the Polish People’s Republic. Jerzy Rogala-Lewicki became Chair of the Founding Commis-sion, with Tadeusz Nowak as Deputy Chair, Ryszard Nowak as secretary, and Janusz Kołodziejski and Kazimierz Seklecki as members. Out of approx. two hundred forty thousand craftsmen reg-istered in Poland, over ten thousand people submitted membership declarations. The Union branches operate in all voivodeships.

				Issue No. 1 of the “Informator” (“The Informer”) – a periodical of the Information Bureau of the Board of the Central-Eastern Region of NSZZ “Solidarity”, is published. The editorial staff includes Maciej Sobieraj, Janusz Staworko, Wojciech Samoliński, S. Wilkuś, Krystyna Imbierowicz, Elżbieta Włodarczyk, Zofia Kańkowska, Z. Bocian, M. Zieniewicz, E. Skiba, Waldemar Jackson, Stanisław Teleon, Ewa Iracka, J. Olejniczak, B.J. Wesołowski, Ryszard Jankowski, K. Wojnowska, Stanisław J. Królik, Tomasz Białopiotrowicz. Printing by A. Michalczak and B. Furman. By 13 December 1981, 148 issues would be released, and circulation would reach 20,000 copies.

				9–10

				The 11th Plenum of the KC PZPR begins. So far, the party management policy is subject to strict criticism. 

				Andrzej Żabiński, 1st Secretary of the KW in Katowice: There isn’t any chance for an agreement with a resolved opponent, for a compromise with an ardent enemy of the socialist system, in accord-ance with the current and unchanging Leninist thesis to say, “who to whom”. 

				Tadeusz Grabski, KC secretary: Given the situation that has arisen in the party and the threat to our nation, I would like to answer the question – are the members of the Politburo capable of guiding the country away from the political crisis in its current composition under the management of the First Secretary, Comrade Kania? I do not think it is possible. 

				Stanisław Kania proposed a ballot on the vote of confidence for the Political Bureau, however, the KC voted against this proposal. From the final speech of the 1st Secretary: We will do everything to regain our party’s allied credibility towards its sister Communist Party of the Soviet Union, towards other sister socialist nations, towards the whole global communist movement. […] We will overcome the crisis brought about by our party’s actions and struggle through political confrontation, which we will go through with our own forces.
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				10

				The Founding Committee of the Trade Union of Citizens’ Militia Officers (ZZ FMO) files its Articles of Association and the required documents to register the Union with the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw. The registration review is scheduled for 25 September; however, on 22 September, the Court decided to suspend registration proceedings until the Supreme Court decided whether an MO officer is an employee within the meaning of the Act on Trade Unions applicable at that time.

				11–17

				Lech Wałęsa visits Warsaw, Lublin, Chorzów, Jastrzębie, Opole, Wrocław and Poznań. Rallies with thousands in attendance are held everywhere.

				12

				In Częstochowa, the first round of deliberations of the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Częstochowa Region is held. Six hundred thirty-five delegates (out of 697 elected) represent approx. one hundred thirty thousand members of the Union. The second round will be held on 20 June. Zbigniew Kokot was elected Chair of the Regional Board, and the Vice-Chairs went to Henryk Dyiński and Jerzy Klein. The ZR Praesidium included Krystyna Biało, Stanisław Cichoń, Ryszard Dylczyk, Bogumił Gospodarek, Andrzej Jankowski, Jarosław Mszyca, Andrzej Okularczyk, Marek Pytel, Jacek Tomczyk, Zbigniew Tondel and Anna Woźnicka. On 24 August, an extraordinary round of the 1s WZD assembled.

				Czesław Miłosz and the Solidarity Workers’ University lecturers meet at the Catholic Univer-sity of Lublin. Lech Wałęsa is also present.

				12–13

				In Koszalin, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” Coastal Region (first round) is held. The second round took place on 3–7 July. A 55-person Regional Board with Paweł Micha-lak as its Chair and Stanisław Sajkowski and Stanisław Pleskacz as Deputy-Chairs was elected.

				13

				In Lublin, the monument to the Soviet army is vandalised. Lech Wałęsa, who is visiting the city, describes the incident as a provocation and, with a group of Solidarity activists, cleans the monument.

				13–14

				The 1st General Assembly of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Mazovia Region (first round) takes place in the Warsaw University of Technology building. The second round took place on 
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				27–28 June. A 65-person Regional Board with Zbigniew Bujak as its Chair was elected. In the first days of July, the Praesidium of ZR was elected, which included the Chair and his two Dep-uty-Chairs – Seweryn Jaworski and Wiktor Kulerski, Secretary – Tadeusz Kłopotowski, treasurer – Mirosław Odorowski, and members: Tadeusz Matuszyk, Henryk Wujec, Stanisław Rusinek, Piotr Szczepański, Krzysztof Łypacewicz, Zbigniew Romaszewski and Eugeniusz Kościanek. Janusz Onyszkiewicz became the spokesperson of the ZR.

				13–15

				In the city of Zielona Góra, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Zielona Góra Region (first round) is held. Two hundred seventy delegates represent approx-imately 152,000 members of the Union affiliated with 630 enterprise organisations. The second round took place on 30 May. A 40-person Regional Board with Mieczysław Oszmian as its Chair was elected. On 22 June, the Praesidium was elected at the first ZR meeting, which includes M. Oszmian – Chair, three Deputy-Chairs – Jan Maszewski, Jan Papina, and Leon Mitura, and members Tadeusz Latko, Zbigniew Mrowiec, Kazimierz Nowak, Edward Krzycki, Jan Kudła, Andrzej Perlak and Marian Podsada.

				15

				The trial of the leaders of the Confederation of Independent Poland (KPN) – Leszek Moczulski, Romuald Szeremietiew, Tadeusz Stański and Tadeusz Jandziszak accused of preparing a violent coup to overthrow the PRL system commences before the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw.

				16

				In Żyrardów, unknown perpetrators pour paint over the monument to Soviet soldiers at the local cemetery.

				17

				Czesław Miłosz, who is visiting Poland, meets the Gdańsk Shipyard crew.

				Unknown perpetrators poured paint over the monument to Soviet soldiers in Nowy Sącz.

				19–21

				In Bydgoszcz, the first round of the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Bydgoszcz Region (the second round took place on 3–5 July and the third– on 1 August). A 50-person Regional Board was elected. Jan Rulewski was elected Chair, and Anna Romanow was Chair of the Audit Commission.
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				20

				In Kielce, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Świętokrzyskie Region is held. Delegates representing 256,000 members of the Union were in session on the 22 and 26 June and 4–5 July. Marian Jaworski becomes Chair, Michał Chałoński and Jerzy Stępień – Deputy-Chairs, Wojciech Arczyński – Secretary, Marek Korona – Treasurer, Irena Kurowska – Chair of the Audit Committee.

				20–21

				The first national meeting of independent publishing houses is held, attended by ABC (Krakow), Alternatywy (Gdańsk), 3 Maja (Warsaw), Krąg (Warsaw), Młoda Polska (Gdańsk), Spotkania (Lub-lin–Krakow–Warsaw), and NOWA (Warsaw). The assembled group appointed a publishing infor-mation bureau regarding titles prepared for printing, adopted a uniform rule for determining book prices, discussed problems related to copyright and publishing law and issued a “State-ment” on the draft of the Censorship Act.

				The 1st Congress of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of Individual Craftsmen is held in War-saw. A Temporary Coordination Committee was appointed as a collective management body without a Chair, and the Union’s statute was adopted.

				25

				Negotiations of the KKP Praesidium and Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski are conducted concerning the shape of the acts on trade unions, censorship and employee self-government.

				In Radom and Ursus, the 5th anniversary of the workers’ protest of June ’76 is commemorated.

				26–28

				In Olsztyn, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Olsztyn Region (first round) is held. A change of the name of the region to Warmińsko-Mazurskie was passed. Three hundred fifty-one delegates (out of 440 elected) represent approx. one hundred fifty-five thousand members of the Union. The Regional Board was elected with Mirosław Krupiński as its Chair. The ZR Praesidium included Andrzej Bober, Stanisław Mackiewicz, and Michał Powroźny – Deputy Chairs, Grażyna Langowska – Spokesperson, Edmund Łukomski – Treasurer, Leszek Lechowski – Secretary, and members: Waldemar Niczyporowicz, Anna Żurawek, Józef Gołębiowski and Tadeusz Kurpiewski. During the second round (17 September), the Regional Programme Resolution for July 1981 – June 1983 is adopted.
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				27

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Rzeszów Region (first round) is held in the Rzeszów Philharmonic. Four hundred ninety-one delegates (out of 573 eligible) represent approximately 240,000 members of the Union. The second round took place on 10–14 July. A 60-person Regional Board with Antoni Kopaczewski as its Chair was elected. On 18 July, at the first ZR meeting, the Praesidium was elected, composed of: Chair– A. Kopaczewski, Deputy-Chairs – Zbigniew Bortnik and Tadeusz Sowa, Secretary – Stanisław Alot, members – Ka-zimierz Bogaczewicz, Władysław Chruszczyk, Marian Hady, Tadeusz Kensy, Stefan Rączy, Zbig-niew Sieczkoś, Andrzej Stachowicz, Paweł Szałaj, Jarosław A. Szczepański. During the third round (29–30 August), a resolution was adopted on incorporating the MKZ Jarosław into the Rzeszów Region.

				27–28

				In Poznań, commemorations are held in honour of the 25th anniversary of the June ’56 protests. After the official Holy Mass and the blessing of the company’s Solidarity banners, commemora-tive plaques are unveiled on the building of the Municipal Public Transport Company, at the ZNTK gate, at the HCP’s main entrance, in front of the Rail Engine and Railcar Factory (W–3) “HCP”, at Romka Strzałkowskiego Street, and on the façade of the Franciszek Raszej Hospital. The main ceremony of unveiling (performed by Stanisław Matyja and Anna Strzałkowska) and the bless-ing of the Victims of June 1956 Monument at A. Mickiewicz Square. Approx. 200,000 people are in attendance. Architect Włodzimierz Wojciechowski and sculptor Adam Graczyk designed the memorial. The author of the scenography of the ceremony is the artist Wojciech Miller, the artistic part was prepared by Lech Raczak, the director of the Teatr Ósmego Dnia (Eighth Day Theatre), with the participation of actors of the theatre reciting poems by Zbigniew Herbert, Czesław Miłosz, and New Wave poets. Bishop Bronisław Dąbrowski concelebrates Holy Mass in front of the monument. 

				From Lech Wałęsa’s speech: Let us not allow ourselves to be divided, let us not look for “anti-socialist forces”, “counterrevolution”, “lawlessness and vandalism”. […] The world of the worker is not counterrevolution […], only honesty and passion.

				29–30

				In Wrocław, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Lower Silesia Region covering the Legnica, Wałbrzych, Wrocław’s Voivodeships and the Bolesławiec, Brześć, Turów, Kamienna Góra, Krotoszyn, Nowa Sól, Syców and the Zgorzelec Lands, is held. The delegates rep-resent more than 915,000 members of the Union. The Regional Board is elected with Władysław Frasyniuk as its Chair and Jerzy Szulc, Ryszard Sawicki, Piotr Bednarz and Janusz Winnik.
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				July

				Issue No. 1 of “Obóz” (“Camp”), a bi-monthly publication, is published. It deals with socio-political issues. The editorial staff includes Andrzej Ananicz, Krzysztof Dębnicki, Iwanczo Gołybow, Leszek Hensel, Andrzej Jarociński, Jan Malicki, Wojciech Maziarski, Kazimierz Stembrowicz, Edwin Sun-garew, Grażyna Szwat-Gołybow, Aleksander Torbanow and Jan Załęski.

				1

				Issue No. 1 of “BIS Biuletyn Informacyjny Studentów” (“BIS Student Information Bulletin”), is pub-lished. Its editorial staff includes Robert Czarnota, Małgorzata Łapińska, Elżbieta Misiewicz, Anna Katarzyna Skalska, Jolanta Staszewska, Kuba Sufin and Małgorzata Siara. Only five issues will ever be published.

				2–5

				The 1st General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Gdańsk Region (first round) is held at the Musical Theatre in Gdynia. Six hundred delegates attended, representing approx-imately 870,000 members of the Union affiliated with 2008 enterprise organisations. During the second round (13–17 July), the assembled participants select 61 members of the Regional Board with Lech Wałęsa as the Chair, delegates to the 1st Solidarity KZD, as well as members of the Audit Commission with Krystyna Ruchniewicz as Chair. Resolutions concerning, among other things, the draft acts on self-government of enterprises, mass media, cleanliness of the waters of Gdańsk Bay, and the regional organisation of the Union are adopted. WZD also deals with the issue of meat ration allocations, supports protest marches of the Komitet Obrony Więźniów za Przeko-nania (Committee for Defence of Prisoners for Their Beliefs), announces a strike of printing and press distribution workers, and appoints a regional Social Fund and a daily for the region. Lech Bądkowski was officially appointed editor-in-chief of the “Samorządność” (“Self-Government”) weekly. The delegates submitted letters to the Marshal of the Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland and Prime Minister General Wojciech Jaruzelski concerning causing the immediate wide distribution of the film directed by Andrzej Wajda entitled “Człowiek z żelaza” (“Man of Iron”) and the renewal of the weekly “Przegląd Techniczny – Innowacje” (“Technical Review – Innovations”), which ceased to be published due to the alleged lack of paper. On 20 July, during the first meet-ing of the Regional Board, an 1-person Praesidium was elected, composed of Stanisław Fuda-kowski, Bogusław Gołąb, Maria Grubba, Jacek Kłys, Andrzej Kozicki, Konrad Marusczyk, Jacek Merkel, Andrzej Opiela, Jan Samsonowicz and Zdzisław Złotkowski. In November 1981, Jacek Merkel and Jan Samsonowicz were replaced by Adam Drąg and Zbigniew Lis.

				4

				In Leszno, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Leszno Region, is held. Two hundred eighty-three delegates represent approximately 60,000 members of the Un-ion, affiliated with 150 company organisations in the Leszno Voivodeship. A 44-person Regional 
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				Board was elected, chaired by Eugeniusz Matyjas. On 13 July, the first session of ZR was held, dur-ing which the Praesidium was elected, composed of Marek Małachowski and Bronisław Lacho-wicz – Deputy Chairs, Maciej Bauman, Jan Grobelny, Marek Wawrzeniecki, Jacek Sacha, Bogdan Błażejczak – members. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 24 September.

				4–5

				In Toruń, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Toruń Region is held. The delegates represent approximately one hundred seventy-two thousand members of the Union affiliated with 360 enterprise committees. They adopted a federal structure for the re-gion and elected a 77-person Regional Board. Antoni Stanikowski was elected as Chair of the Re-gional Board, with Zbigniew Iwanów, Jerzy Przybylski and Wiesław Jankowski as Deputy Chairs.

				6–7

				In Toruń, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region (first round) is held. Eight hundred seventy-one delegates represent approximately 1,129,000 Union members affiliated with 1,325 enterprise organisations. The guests of the 1st WZD include activists of the Human and Citizen Rights Defence Movement, Wojciech Ziembiński, and the Chair of the Mazovia Regional Board – Zbigniew Bujak. The second round of the 1st WZD takes place on 27–28 July: a 62-person Regional Board is elected with Leszek Waliszewski as its Chair. On 17 August, a 14-person Praesidium was elected at the ZR meeting, composed of Teresa Baranowska, Ryszard Błaszczyk (Deputy Chairs for trade unions), Tadeusz Buranowski, Stanisław Bury, Franciszek Byczek (Deputy Chairs for interventions), Jerzy Ciepiela (Deputy Chair for organisation and coordination of activities), Mieczysław Flis, Andrzej Gorczyca, Stanisław Okoński, Ryszard Nikodem, Elżbieta Seferowicz, Czesław Sławek, Henryk Strzódka and Marek Wach (Deputy Chairs for information).

				7

				The Holy Father John Paul II appoints the Bishop of Warmia, Józef Glemp, as Archbishop of Gniez-no and Warsaw, as the Primate of Poland.

				9

				At LOT Polish Airlines a token strike (without work stoppage) was held against the government’s refusal to recognise the director elected by the crew. In the following days, protests of LOT employees gain support from other workplaces in Mazovia. The strike announced on 24 July was suspended because the workers’ demands for autonomy could not be met. The strike an-nounced on 24 July was suspended due to the impossibility of implementing the employees’ demands concerning self-government.
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				10

				The PZPR reveals that over the past year, the country’s highest number of party identification cards (approximately 23,000) were surrendered in the Katowice Voivodeship.

				10–12

				In Tarnów, the 1st General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Region (first round) is held. Nine hundred forty-five delegates (out of 1,223 elected) rep-resent more than 640,000 members of the Union. During the second round, a 66-person Region-al Board was elected with Eugeniusz Matyjas as Chair. The Praesidium was composed of three Deputy Chairs – Stefan Jurczak, Lesław Kuzaj, Bogusław Sonik, and Stanisław Kuś (Secretary), An-drzej Borzęcki, Józef Doroz, Janina Gościej, Stanisław Góral, Robert Kaczmarek, Władysław Kru-piarz, Ryszard Majdzik, Andrzej Nowicki, Tadeusz Piekarz, Tadeusz Syryjczyk. Representational offices were established in Tarnów, Nowy Sącz, Myślenice, Oświęcim, Alwernia, Bochnia, Dębica, Jasło, Nowy Targ, Zakopane, Gorlice and Limanowa.

				11

				The National Assembly of the Founding Committee of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of Individual Farm-ers is held in Warsaw. Following a critical assessment of the work of certain members of the com-mittee’s 12-member Praesidium, four are suspended, and Roman Bartoszcze resigns from the Praesidium. The remaining persons are Chair – Jan Kułaj, Deputy Chair – Piotr Baumgart, Deputy Chair and Spokesperson – Gabriel Janowski, Treasurer – Jan Ciosek, members Stanisław Chrobek, Janusz Rożek, Józef Ślisz. In a secret ballot, the following were added: Józef Teliga – Secretary, Leszek Kamola, Kamil Matuszewski, Jarosław Naszowski and Jan Poterek. The meeting decided to start publishing the nationwide weekly “Solidarność Rolników” (“Farmers’ Solidarity”). On 13 July, a mediation meeting on the threatened unity of the trade union movement in the countryside takes place at the Secretariat of the Polish Episcopate.

				11–13

				The 1st General Assembly of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Wielkopolska (Greater Po-land) Region (first round) is held in Poznań. Three hundred sixty delegates represent approx-imately 375,000 Union members affiliated with 1,004 enterprise organisations. The Regional Board was elected with Zdzisław Rozwalak as its Chair. On 15 July, the Praesidium was elected at the ZR meeting, composed of Z. Rozwalak; Deputy Chairs – Leonard Szymański and Andrzej Judek; Secretary – Janusz Pałubicki; Treasurer – Franciszek Kuźma; Spokesperson – Jerzy Nowacki; members – Lech Dymarski (responsible for contact with KKP), Michał Gerwel and Roman Schefke. The second round of the 1st WZD is held on 29 August, and the third round on 21 September.
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				12–13

				A national conference, “Solidarność a samorządy pracownicze”, (“Solidarity and Workers’ Self--Government”) was held in Lublin, attended by about one hundred and fifty representatives of Solidarity enterprise committees and founding committees of workers’ self-government or workers’ councils from large workplaces that did not fit into the network and have ambitions to play a leading role in their region. The conference is organised in opposition to the network and treated as a founding meeting of the Międzyregionalna Inicjatywa Współpracy Samorządów (Working Group for the Interregional Initiative of Self-Government Cooperation), including Henryk Szlajfer and Zbigniew M. Kowalewski. The conference adopts the draft law on the self--government of social enterprises owned by the state, which provides for the right of the crew’s board, democratically elected by the workers, to appoint the director.

				14–20

				The 9th Convention of the PZPR is held from 14–20 July. Stanisław Kania remains in his position as the 1st Secretary of the Central Committee, and the activists of horizontal structures suffer a defeat.

				16

				In Piła, the SB confiscates the entire circulation of “Bruk był naszym przyjacielem” and “Poznański Czerwiec 1956” (“The Pavement Was Our Friend” and “Poznań June of 1956”) issued through the efforts of the ZR and suspends the distribution of the “Solidarność Pilska”. In connection with these publications, the Prosecutor’s Office puts charges forth against trade union activists Fran-ciszek Langner and Jarosław Gruszkowski. On the next day, the delegation of the ZR Praesidium, with Eligiusz Naszkowski at its head, visits the Voivodeship Prosecutor’s Office for talks, which fail to bring about any results.

				17

				In Przemyśl, the first session of the South-East Region’s 1st General Assembly of the NSZZ “Solid-arity” is held. One hundred forty-eight delegates represent approx. 74,000 members of the Un-ion. Sixty-three MKZ “Jarosław” delegates announced their willingness to join the Rzeszów Re-gion and left the meeting room. The second round of the 1st WZD took place on 24 August. Sev-enty-six delegates represent approx. forty-four thousand members of the Union. The Regional Board was elected with Czesław Kijanka as its Chair. The Praesidium included Henryk Baranowski and Wojciech Kłyż (Deputy Chairs), Krystyna Osińska (Secretary), Zygmunt Pyś (Treasurer), Adam Szostkiewicz (Spokesperson), Krzysztof Prokop (Head of the Intervention Office) and Zbigniew Duchniak. Round three was held on 21 August, and round four on 18 September.

				A meeting of representatives of 17 regional social and professional research centres of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is held in Warsaw.
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				19

				In Katowice, SB and MO officers stopped and shot Józef Bocian, an employee of the “Fabud” Housing Construction Enterprise in Siemianowice. He was a participant in a hunger protest in defence of political prisoners – KPN members, including Leszek Moczulski and Romuald Szere-mietiew, held in May in the Housing Construction Plant in Sosnowiec. His body was discarded in the forest near Katowice. The Board of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region filed the case with the Voivodeship Prosecutor’s Office and requested that the officers responsible be punished.

				20

				The Polish Primate, Archbishop Józef Glemp receives the Chair of the KKP NSZZ “Solidarity” – Lech Wałęsa.

				23

				The government reduces monthly meat rations, at the same time announcing an increase in food prices. From the statement of the Praesidium of ZR Mazovia: 

				We will ask our members to agree to price changes when we believe they are necessary elements of a reli-able system for repairing the Polish economy. This system must guarantee crews’ actual, real self-govern-ment, the complete independence of enterprises, and social control mechanisms over the authorities’ eco-nomic decisions.

				24–26

				In Gdańsk, the National Conciliatory Commission of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is convened. It selects the date of the 1st Congress of the NSZZ “Solidarity” to be held in two rounds: 5–7 September and 26 September–3 October 1981. In the final announcement, the KKP stated that the Polish economic crisis is taking a more drastic form. The supply of food and primary industrial products is shrinking daily. […] everyday life of Polish families becomes hugely inconvenient. […] Currently, there is no more critical issue for our Union than guaranteeing basic living conditions for our nation. 

				The KKP concludes that Solidarity should counteract the economic crisis by creating local self-governments in enterprises.

				27

				The premiere of “Człowiek z żelaza” (“Man of Iron”), directed by Andrzej Wajda, was filmed at the Gdańsk Shipyard (Lech Wałęsa and Anna Walentynowicz appear in one scene).
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				30

				In Łódź, Kutno, Piotrków Trybunalski, Częstochowa, and Szczecin women’s hunger marches take place in protest of the deteriorating food supply.

				31

				The Sejm adopts a new act on control of publications and performances, the draft of which has been agreed upon with representatives of Solidarity and creative circles. The Act allows for ap-pealing the censors’ decision before a court and marking the censors’ interference insertions in published texts.

				Gen Mirosław Milewski is replaced as Minister of the Interior by Gen Czesław Kiszczak.

				The conspiratorial Katyń Committee (established in 1979 by Rev. Wacław Karłowicz and Ste-fan Melak) organises a secret erection of the first monument of the Katyń Victims in the so-called Katyń Valley at Powązki Cemetery in Warsaw. Elements of the Katyń monument, made by Arka-diusz Melak, were transported to the cemetery in a container of the Municipal Sanitation Ser-vice. The assembly of the elements lasted approx. 2 hours. The operation, directed by S. Melak, included 31 people from Warsaw, Lublin, Gdańsk, Katowice and Siedlce (Zygmunt Goławski). The hymn “Boże, coś Polskę” and the Polish National Anthem were sung. The monument did not last until 1 August – at the order of the Soviet embassy, the cross and plate with the “Katyń 1940” inscription, weighing several tonnes, were removed by the SB using heavy equipment. On the same spot, the People’s Government erected its monument in 1985 with the lying inscription: “To Polish soldiers, victims of Nazi fascism, resting in the soil of Katyń–1941”. 

				August

				1

				The government introduces rationing for soap, laundry detergent, sweets, coffee and cigarettes.

				3–5

				The MO blocks the passage of a column of cars, buses and lorries through the centre of Warsaw at the intersection of Marszałkowska St. and Al. Jerozolimskie. This transforms into a three-day occupation of the capital city’s central roundabout and an excellent opposition picnic of War-saw’s residents. On 5 August, a two-hour general strike occurs in the Mazovia Region.
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				3–6

				Talks are held between representatives of the government and Solidarity in Warsaw on the food supply, economic reform, the Union’s access to mass media and the draft Act on Trade Unions; they end in a fiasco. Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski accuses Solidarity of breaking up the talks, and a campaign accusing the Union of seeking confrontation begins in the press. From the announcement of the Polish Press Agency PAP:

				As previously, the government still declares its readiness to cooperate with all trade unions based on part-nership and broad cooperation. However, guided by the overriding interest of the Polish state as the com-mon good of all citizens, the government may not subject itself to a diktat. […] By a unilateral decision of Solidarity, the talks for which all Polish society had very high hopes have been discontinued.

				6

				A two-hour warning strike took place in most workplaces in the Kielce Voivodeship in protest of the lowering of food rations, difficulties in ration-card allotments, and the failure to develop a programme for improving the public’s food supply.

				7

				From MSW (Ministry of Internal Affairs) documents: 

				[…] MSW staff, specifically Comrade Stachura, will deal with counteracting the “star march”, which the op-ponent plans for 17–22 August. No marching column has the right to enter Warsaw. […] Widely disseminate the names of Solidarity criminals, particularly the murderers. Using initials is ineffective. Comrade Krzyszto-porski will raise this issue in a conversation with Comrade Rakowski along with the topic that it is high time to expose the “sins” of Solidarity, e.g. how they “gorged themselves” at the Metropol Hotel on 3–5 August 1981.

				Several thousand people participate in hunger marches in Krakow, Tarnów and Nowy Sącz.

				A 4-hour warning strike takes place in the Solidarity Silesia-Dąbrowa Region, in protest of the government’s politics and the deteriorating economic situation.

				9

				Issue 1 of “Solidarity” – a bulletin of the Zamość Lands, is published. The editorial staff includes Franciszek Leszek Ćwik, Przemko Maria Grafczyński, Wojciech Niewiadomski, Jerzy Rachwald, Maria Wietrzyk and Mirosław Załuski.
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				Stefan Bratkowski and other members of the Polish Journalists Association’s governing bodies (including Maciej Iłowiecki and Jacek Kalabiński) issue a “Statement” on the disinformation cam-paign conducted by the mass media; they write: 

				Television, radio, and some newspapers are forced to act contrary to their role as a means of social agree-ment. They dramatise the circumstances of the recent events causing aggravation instead of presenting substantive reasons. They condemn the position of a partner who is not allowed to speak. 

				In Bydgoszcz, a Food Commission was established, operating under the auspices of the Na-tional Conciliation Commission of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. J. Rulewski became its Chair and, at the same time, its representative under the authority of the KKP (the Commission operated in Byd-goszcz until the National Convention of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” in Gdańsk).

				10–12

				A KKP meeting is held in Gdańsk. The meeting is attended by the Minister of Trade Unions Stanisław Ciosek. The KKP announces the “Appeal to the members of the Union and Society” to refrain from strikes and street demonstrations and to work for eight free Saturdays until the end of the year. Union social control committees were established to examine the supply and distri-bution of goods, ration allotment, and export and import. An appeal is made to not undertake isolated protest actions until the end of the 1st National Convention of Delegates session. The KKP declares that it will take decisive action for the statutory guarantee of the local government (economic) reform: The reform should also cover the local government, transforming, through demo-cratic elections, national councils and the Sejm into authentic social representation and expanding their competences regarding state administration.

				13

				The statement of the Main Council of the Polish Episcopate: 

				This year (which has passed since the August events) is a lesson for society who felt free – and at the same time, responsible for the proper direction of the country’s development. This year is also a lesson for those in charge. They had to be convinced that you cannot go on governing the country based only on a very narrow social group. […] It gave us new independent, self-governing trade unions for blue and white-collar work-ers, farmers, and artisans. It is of huge value for the nation. […] We believe that society is ready to make […] sacrifices if it is certain that its efforts will not be in vain, if the expected structures of employee responsibility management of the workplace are created and if all social forces participate in preparing and implementing economic reform. The entire nation will adopt this programme.

			

		

	
		
			
				223

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1981

			

		

		
			
				14

				In the Crimea, Stanisław Kania and General Wojciech Jaruzelski meet with Leonid Brezhnev. W. Jaruzelski assures that, if necessary, our hand will not waver.

				15

				Establishment of the Conciliatory Council of Independent Self-Governing Farmers’ Unions Solid-arity deepens the decentralisation tendencies in the trade union movement in rural areas.

				19–20

				At the request of Solidarity, a protest action entitled “Days Without the Press” began. It involved suspending the printing and distribution of daily newspapers nationwide to protest attacks on the Union in its pages. The authorities printed part of the editions of some titles at military print-ing houses.

				20–22

				In Gdańsk, the 1st Review of Truthful Songs (directed by Marek Karpiński, scenography Andrzej Czeczot) takes place. Participants include Jacek Fedorowicz, Przemysław Gintrowski, Jacek Kacz-marski, Jacek Kleyff, Jan Pietrzak, Andrzej Rosiewicz, Jan Stanisławski, Piotr Szczepanik and Ma-ciej Zembaty. Daniel Olbrychski conducts the festival. During two days of the Review, about 90 songs were performed. 

				21

				Jerzy Urban becomes the government spokesperson.

				25

				In Poznań, a meeting of democratically elected heads of Polish universities takes place. They establish the National Conference of Rectors of Higher Education Institutions. Professor Janusz Ziółkowski, rector of Poznań’s UAM, is elected as Chair.

				25–26

				In Moscow, talks are held between a Polish Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) representative and the KGB. After returning to Warsaw, Col Tadeusz Kwiatkowski, Director of the MSW Bureau of Investigations, submits a note in which he writes, among other things: 

				Commencement of printing announcements on the introduction of martial law, organisational logis-tics and transport preparation. Around a dozen corrections have been introduced to the prepared draft 
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				announcement concerning the font and graphic layout. […] It must be stressed that the comrades from the State Security Committee of the USSR are fully ready to implement the request despite difficulties resulting, among other things, from the low power output of the printing devices. The printed material will be made ready in the USSR by 4 September.

				26

				From classified MSW documents: 

				C l a s s i f i e d. Single Copy. Information on informants in the Mgmt. Boards of the NSZZ “Solidarity” on indi-vidual facilities protected by Section VI of Dept. III “A”.

				1.	Nowotko Mechanical Plant – TW (SB Secret Cooperator) “Ula” – member of the Company’s Management Board

				2.	L. Waryński Construction Machine Factory – TW “Ludwik” – member of the Enterprise Management Board

				3.	“PZL Warszawa” Light Aircraft Research and Production Centre – TW “Sławomir” – TW “Mechanik” – members of the Enterprise Management Board

				4.	“Zelmot” Automotive Electrical Engineering Plant – TW “Jurek” – member of the Enterprise Manage-ment Board

				5.	“Warszawa” Steelworks – TW “Jan” – TW “Kowalik” – members of Department Management Boards of the “Warszawa” Steelworks

				6.	PP “Polmozbyt” – TW “Sławek” – member of the Enterprise Committee

				7.	“WARMET” Noble Metal Goods Factory – TW candidate “Ar” – Chair of the Enterprise Management Board

				8.	Passenger Car Factory – TW “Jankowski” – member of the Enterprise Management Board

				[signed] Head of Section VI Dept. III “A” Lt A. Grabarski.

				31

				From a PAP (Polish Press Agency) communique: 

				According to the government press secretary, in 1981, there were 67 cases of defilement of the graves of So-viet soldiers who died in the fight for the liberation of Poland or monuments erected in their memory. These shameful events were particularly numerous in June and July when 40 acts of profanation were carried out. […] The wicked and erratic actions of drunken whelps are, unfortunately, a result of the political anti-Soviet campaign conducted in various bulletins, magazines, and leaflets. They result from various exhibitions and festivals aiming to undermine Polish–Soviet friendship.

				September

				Opposition activist Aleksander Gleichgewicht meets other opposition activists from Czechoslo-vakia in Brno and Prague, which jumpstarts the Polish–Czechoslovak “Solidarity”.
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				1

				Issue one (marked as issue zero, without title) of the “Dziennik Związkowy” (“Union Daily”) of the Board of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is published. Its editorial staff includes Andrzej Szyja as the editor-in-chief, Barbara Gaweł and later Ryszard Pabiś.

				Price increase for bread and flour products.

				2

				The KC PZPR’s 3rd Plenum is held in Warsaw. From the speech of 1st Secretary Stanisław Kania:

				Our enemies say the government will not introduce a state of emergency in Poland. I want to declare in no uncertain terms that the authorities will exercise all necessary measures to defend socialism.

				The Voivodship Prosecutor’s Office in Bydgoszcz closed the investigation into the beatings of Solidarity activists by the Citizen’s Militia (MO) in March this year because the perpetrators have not been identified.

				4

				From the preliminary article by Tadeusz Mazowiecki in “Tygodnik Solidarność”: 

				The critical question we face today is whether we have enough courage, intelligence and imagination to avoid a direct clash that may be imposed on us and pave the way towards responsibility for Poland’s life.

				Issue 1 of “Głos Wolny” (“Free Voice”) is published – a newspaper of the 1st National Con-vention of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. The editorial team includes: Seweryn Blumsztajn, Jarosław Broda, Andrzej Dorniak, Urszula Doroszewska, Jan Dworak, Paweł Huelle, Jerzy Kasprzy-szak, Jolanta Kozak, Tomasz Łuczak, Antoni Pawlak, Piotr Strzałkowski, Arkadiusz Rybicki, Joanna Szczęsna, Tomasz Wołek, Czesław Zegar, Katarzyna Banachowska, Małgorzata Bartyzel, Maria Bigoszewska, Nina Rasz and Tomasz Jastrun. By 13 December 1981, 22 issues will be published. 

				Issue 1 of the “Aktualności” (“Current Affairs”) – a daily of the Information Section of the Małopolska Regional Board. The editorial team includes Tomasz Schoen, Jakub Meissner, Maria Sierotwińska, Lesław Maleszka, Robert Kaczmarek, Andrzej Porawski, Katarzyna Nowakowska--Meissner, Dorota Stec and Danuta Dziewońska. By 13 December 1981, 74 issues will be published.

				4–12

				The “Zachód ’81” military exercise begins at the Eastern Baltic Sea. Western analysts consider it the largest in the Soviet Army’s history.
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				5–10

				In Gdańsk, the first round of the 1st National Convention of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is held. It is attended by 896 delegates representing nearly 9.5 million members of the Union as-sociated with 37 regions and four smaller organisational units. The most numerous of these are Silesia-Dąbrowa (1.4 million members), Mazovia (911,000), Lower Silesia (915,000) and Małopolska (645,000). Members of the following regions are delegated to the Convention – Białystok (10), Bydgoszcz (28), Chełm (3), Częstochowa (15), Lower Silesia (91), Elbląg (10), Gdańsk (53), Gorzów Wielkopolski (12), Jelenia Góra (10), Kalisz (13), Kędzierzyn-Koźle (3), Konin (3), Koszalin (12), Kutno (3), Kujawy and the Dobrzyń Lands (6), Leszno (40), Middle-Eastern (30), Łódź Lands (47), Lesser Poland (66), Mazovia (92), Nysa (2), Opole (19), Piła (5), Piotrków Trybunalski (7), Płock (6), Pod-beskidzie (20), Podkarpacie Krosno (7), Pojezierze (6), West Pomerania (35), Przemyśl (4), Radom Lands (11), Rzeszów (23), Sandomierz Lands (7), Sieradz (93), Słupsk (8), Silesia-Dąbrowa (106), Świętokrzyskie Lands (10), Toruń Lands (15), Tarnobrzeg Federation (2), Warmia-Masuria (15), Wielkopolska (43), Zielona Góra (14).

				The Convention adopts resolutions, among other things, on employee self-government con-cerning elections to national councils and self-government of higher education institutions. On 8 September, it issues “A Message for the Workers of Eastern Europe”: 

				Delegates assembled in Gdańsk […] send their regards and expressions of support to the workers of Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Romania, Hungary and all nations of the Soviet Union. As the first independent trade union in our post-war history, we have a deep camaraderie with our shared fates. We assure you that contrary to the lies spread in your countries, we are an authentic organisation of 10 million workers […]. We support those of you who decided to enter on the difficult path towards free trade unions. We believe that soon we will be able to meet your representatives to exchange trade union experiences.

				It also issues “A Letter to the Polish Diaspora all over the world”. 

				From “The Declaration of the 1st KZD”: 

				The main objective of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is to create decent living conditions in an economically and po-litically sovereign Poland. This means a life free of poverty, exploitation, fear,and lies in a society organised democratically and according to the rule of law. […] Thirteen thematic teams and the Programme Commis-sion are appointed to hold discussions between the Convention’s rounds.

				The press in socialist countries starts attacking the “Message” and Solidarity itself. On 11 Sep-tember, the Moscow “Pravda” in its editorial comment states that the 1st KZD: 

				[…] was transformed by extreme elements of this organisation into an anti-socialist and anti-Soviet orgy […], a meeting of full-time employees of the Solidarity apparatus, representatives of counterrevolutionary forces, anti-socialist KSS-KOR and KPN groups […], including agents of imperialist special forces, all those who hate socialism, the People’s government in Poland, aimed at destroying the basis of the socialist state of Poland, 
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				breaking the international alliances of the Polish People’s Republic and finally, wanting to restore the bour-geoisie order in Poland. At their initiative and under pressure, a wicked “Message” was adopted.

				6

				In Poznań, Issue 1 of the “Obserwator Wielkopolski” (“Greater Poland Observer”) is published – an independent periodical of the members and sympathisers of the NSZZ “Solidarity”, issued by the Board of the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Region of NSZZ “Solidarity”. Its editorial staff includes Jan Krzysztof Adamkiewicz, Michał Dziurla, Grzegorz Gauden, Józef Djaczenko, Barbara Moszczyńska, Ewa Szadkowska, Michał Gryczyński and Grzegorz Ziętkiewicz. By 13 December 1981, 27 issues will be released.

				Issue 1 of “Tygodnik Katowicki” (“Katowice Weekly”), a periodical of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region of NSZZ “Solidarity”, is published. Its editorial staff includes Wiesław J. Adman – Editor-in-chief; Bogdan Kopański, Piotr Muskała, Leonard Noyger, Edward Polański, Rafał Szymański, Zdzisław Zwoźniak, Renata Zwoźniakowa and Edward Zyman.

				10

				From classified MSW documents: 

				The Chief of the MSW staff, General Bogusław Stachura, to the voivodeship MO commandants: […] I order to 1.) Identify persons from the party apparatus, allied groups, state apparatus, prosecutor’s offices, judiciary, admin-istration, and social organisations whose life or health, with adverse developments, may be threatened by hostile elements […]. 2.) Prepare firearms to be handed over to the selected persons – handguns and tear gas throwers.

				11

				The government introduces special, triple pay rates for miners to work on free Saturdays. Miners unionised in Solidarity consider this adoption contrary to the Jastrzębie accord. The Branżowy Związek Zawodowy Górników (Industry Trade Union of Miners) accepts the government’s decision.

				13

				From classified documents: 

				The National Defence Committee informs about the readiness – from the “normative and organisational” side – to introduce martial law within 48 hours from the date of a political decision.
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				14

				The Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Piła Voivodeship Region is conducting a warning strike against limiting freedom of speech and trade union work.

				15 (ca.)

				From classified MSW documents: 

				C l a s s i f i e d – o f S p e c i a l I m p o r t a n c e – single copy. The plan for undertakings concerning the second stage of operation is “Jodła”. Upon completion of the first stage of operation, “Jodła”, the management of NSZZ “Solidarity” at the Ursus Mechanical Plant will be replaced similarly to the Mazovia Region. In connec-tion with the above, a person – “J.W.”, currently the Chair of the Commission, an employee of the ZM “Ursus” is selected, who, in a favourable situation, will be able to take over the duties of the Chair of the Enterprise Management Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity” at the ZM “Ursus”. During the past period, operational talks were held with the above-listed persons to survey and learn about them. During the conversations, the se-lected person does not manifest extremist tendencies. It is believed that under favourable conditions, they will be able to take over the duties of the Chair of Solidarity in “Ursus”. In addition, via informants such as Flo-rek, Wojtek, Zuch, Karol Stefański and other persons (KO) who were negatively predisposed to the actions of trade union activists, we will strive to support “J.W.” within the workers’ community at the “Ursus” plant. […] 

				[signed] Sr Insp. Department III “A” KS MO Staff Sgt Z. Kuć.

				16

				From the declaration of the KC PZPR Political Bureau: 

				The course and resolutions of the first part of the Congress [1st KZD of NSZZ “Solidarity”] raised lawless ten-dencies and phenomena present within Solidarity to the rank of an official programme of the entire organi-sation – though they were thought to be merely fringe trends. Thus, the agreements concluded in Gdańsk, Szczecin and Jastrzębie were broken unilaterally. They were replaced with a political programme of political opposition, which undermined the vital interests of the nation and the Polish state, which meant the path to confrontation was threatening with bloodshed. […] We shall defend Socialism like we would protect Po-land’s independence. The state will use all the measures required for such a defence.

				17–18

				As part of operation “Sasanka”, packages with documents introducing martial law are sent and deposited (at voivodeship MO headquarters). Four hundred and five MO officers in 200 vehicles participate in the operation.

				From classified MSW documents-instructions for operation “Jodła” in the package of docu-ments prepared at the MO Voivodeship Headquarters in Katowice:
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				1.	Executive crews should have complete armament and equipment (firearms, tear gas, handcuffs, crow-bars, etc.).

				2.	Any person designated for detention should be arrested quickly, efficiently, and vigorously.

				3.	The way of entering an apartment should be selected to fit the operating group, depending on previous arrangements regarding the potential reaction of people to hearing the command “Citizen’s Militia” and the particular situation. For example, you can act as a mail carrier.

				4.	If the doors are refused to open, they should be breached immediately (e.g., with a crowbar).

				5.	If the detainee resists arrest, they should immediately be subdued using all available means of coercion.

				6.	If the detainee tries to attack the officers with the use of firearms and other dangerous tools, it may be necessary, depending on the degree of the threat, to decide on the use of weapons […].

				18

				The “Trybuna Ludu” (“People’s Tribune”) publishes the declaration of the KC CPSU and the gov-ernment of the Soviet Union, provided to the Polish authorities by the ambassador of the USSR in Warsaw, Boris Aristov:

				Anti-Soviet sentiments are increasingly prevalent in various areas of the country’s social life, including ideol-ogy, culture, education, and upbringing. The history of the relations between our two nations is blatantly falsified. […] We expect the administration of the PZPR and the PRL government to immediately take deci-sive and radical steps to disrupt the malicious anti-Soviet propaganda and hostile actions directed towards the Soviet Union.

				The first meeting of the Interim Workers’ Council – an authentic workers’ self-government dominated by Solidarity activists – is held at the “Warszawa” Metalworks. The Council will ex-pand its activities after martial law is introduced.

				22

				From classified MSW documents: 

				Warsaw, (date) … Classified. Special Significance. Deputy Director of Dept. III “A” of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Col S. Olejarz, MA. I was referring to the conversation of 18 Sep. 1981 concerning actions in the case of PZ, I would like to inform you that we have substitute crews in the following production plants selected by the Dept. III “A” (to staff Solidarity Boards). 1. The Passenger Car Factory, 2. The M. Kasprzak Radio Factory, 3. The L. Waryński Construction Machine Factory, 4. The CEMI Scientific-Industrial Semi-Conductor Centre, 5. The M. Nowotko Mechanics Plant […].

				24

				A sit-down strike is called at the KWK “Szczygłowice” Coalmine in defence of the chairman of the Solidarity Workers’ Committee, Tadeusz Arent, who was detained by the MO after the miners 
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				removed the chairman of the trade union from the mine site. In a television interview, the head of the ZZG at the mine supported the government’s resolution of 11 September. 

				25

				The Sejm, with the votes of Deputies from the PZPR, adopts the Act on Self-Government of State Enterprise Employees and the Act on State Enterprises in the wording agreed upon with Solidar-ity experts, in the form deviating from the government’s position. However, the Acts do not meet specific demands expressed in an appropriate resolution by delegates collected during the first round of the KZD. Although the Acts recognise self-government as an element of an enterprise, they do not guarantee the crews the right to appoint a director and enable the government to introduce compulsory associations of enterprises. During the second round of the KZD, it will be the reason for attacks of delegates on trade union experts.

				MO forces thwarted members of the Trade Union of MO Officers’ attempt to occupy the Hala Gwardii in Warsaw.

				26 September–7 October

				In Gdańsk, the second round of the 1st National Convention of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is held. National authorities of the Union – the National Commission (KK) (Chair of the Union, 37 Regional Chairs, and 69 members are elected at the Convention) along with a 21-person Audit Committee. The delegates democratically elect Lech Wałęsa as the Chair of the KK. An agree-ment on cooperation between Solidarity and the Polish Writers’ Union and the Association of Polish Artists and Designers was concluded. Several resolutions were adopted, including a Reso-lution on the Directions of Joint Activities with NSZZ RI “Solidarity” and a Resolution on National Minorities. “The programme declaration on national culture” has been passed. The Convention modifies the Union’s “Statute” and adopts a basic programme document, “Samorządna Rzecz-pospolita” (“Self-Governing Republic”). The sermons of Rev. Józef Tischner to delegates at both rounds of the Convention became official documents of the 1st KZD.

				During the meeting, Prof. Edward Lipiński reads the declaration on disbanding the “KOR” Social Self-Defence Committee: 

				[…] We consider our activity completed on the fifth anniversary of establishing the Workers’ Defence Com-mittee (“KOR”). Nobody can accuse us that this decision was dictated by fear of unfair attacks of official domestic and foreign propaganda. We make it while staying faithful to our values – honesty and truth – that we have always tried to serve. / Among us, we had people from various generations with various traditions and ideological orientations. A concern united us for all who suffered harm and beatings. We wanted to tes-tify to that – regardless of the personal safety, political tactics, or who is persecuted. We were driven by the belief that observing human and citizens’ rights is a condition for peace between people and nations, the belief that “there cannot be a fair Europe without an independent Poland on its map”. / We served the cause of freedom of Poland and freedom of Poles in Poland to the best of our capacity and ability and how our 
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				conscience and civic understanding of the situation dictated. We had an idea of Poland in our mind, a Poland that was once defined by tolerance and freedom, a Poland that could be a shared homeland for Poles, Bela-rusians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians and Jews, a homeland of all its citizens – regardless of their language, faith, nationality. / We do not have the right to assess our work. We would like it to be a contribution to a great national work effort: the creation of an independent, fair, and democratic Poland. […]

				During the discussion on the resolution – thanks were given to KOR, and the delegates (espe-cially from the Mazovia Region) started disagreeing on assessing KOR’s achievements. 

				From the “Samorządna Rzeczpospolita” programme:

				In defining its aspirations, Solidarity draws on the value of Christian ethics, our national tradition, and the working class and democratic traditions. A new stimulus for action for us is an encyclical of John Paul II on human work. Solidarity, as a mass organisation of people, is also a movement for the moral rebirth of the nation. […]

				Our Union defines its programme when the nation is on the verge of disaster. It is not possible to get used to living in a crisis; we must get out of the situation.

				[…] The NSZZ “Solidarity” programme is primarily an obligation undertaken by the Union towards the coun-try. We hope it will obtain public approval and that no unit or group interests may be imposed above the country’s interest. We do not think we have a monopoly on truth. We are ready for honest and loyal dialogue with the authorities to look for appropriate decisions that would be best for Poland and serve workers’ and civic interests.

				Let this be an agreement on what is national, democratic, and human and what should not divide us.

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” is a guarantor of the 1980 social accords and demands their consistent implementa-tion. Implementing the constitutional principle of the nation’s sovereignty is the only path to saving the country.

				In the final speech, Lech Wałęsa states that: Solidarity cannot be divided or destroyed. 

				27

				During the 1st KZD, at the initiative of Wojciech Ziembiński, the Kluby Służby Niepodległości – KSN (Clubs of Independence Service – KSN) are established, which focus on, among other things, the reconstruction of Poland’s sovereignty and cultivation of the tradition of independence. The KSN declaration is signed by, among others, ROPCiO and Young Poland activists: Jacek Bartyzel, Grzegorz Grzelak, Aleksander Hall, Seweryn Jaworski, Jarosław Kaczyński, Bronisław Komorow-ski, Ryszard Kostrzewa, Stefan Kurowski, Jerzy Łojek, Antoni Macierewicz, Marian Piłka, Jacek Tay-lor, Józef Teliga and Tomasz Wołek.

				Konrad Naumann, a member of the KC Political Bureau of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger-many, reports (in a secret note) on his talks with 1st Secretary of the Warsaw KW PZPR Stanisław Kociołek to his East German authorities: 
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				At the same time, about 2,500 trustworthy comrades were selected at the Warsaw Party Organisation. They are trained in using weapons, leaflet distribution, and destroying enemy posters and propaganda materials. Their mobilisation time in case of an alarm is two hours. Their weapons are stored at Citizen’s Militia (MO) stations. 

				29

				From MSW documents: 

				In Suwałki, 35 officers of the local KM MO sent a letter to the Sejm of the Polish People’s Republic protesting against the dismissal of officers involved in organising MO officers trade unions.

				[…] There were signals from within the KG MO that some Warsaw MO officers expressed opinions proving that they were under hostile influence and that there was no guarantee they would carry out all the tasks and submit reports required. Many are reporting about dismissal from service at the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

				Given the decisive stance of the crews of the mines of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region of NSZZ “Solidarity” (strike readiness was announced on 27 September), the authorities released Tadeusz Arent of KWK “Szczygłowice” from jail. 

				October

				1

				The Censorship Act enters into force.

				2

				The Royal Castle in Warsaw was opened for visitors.

				4

				From classified MSW documents – Minister Czesław Kiszczak, at the meeting of MSW leadership, draws up a note with a list of tasks:

				1)	prepare lists of “positive” journalists, filmmakers, members of the Polish Academy of Sciences and uni-versity senates, prosecutors, and judges; 

				2)	verification of persons intended for internment; 

				3)	evaluation of places of isolation and prison staff; 

				4)	determination of substitute crews for each Regional Board and major factory or enterprise boards of Solidarity; 

				5)	examine whether all voivodeships are to be covered by martial law; 
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				6)	prepare the necessary equipment (it may be required to use firearms, although that will be a last resort); […]

				24)	actively work towards leading the enemy astray in situations that will put them in a difficult or com-promising position and show that they are irresponsible troublemakers leading the country towards disaster.

				5

				A list of 7,768 of the most trustworthy people who may be armed is created at the MSW.

				12 October–4 November

				A general strike in Żyrardów is underway which started in the Żyrardów Technical Fabric Fac-tory, spread to the Linen Factory and other enterprises in the city, by approx. twelve thousand employees, including many women. Among 16 strike postulates, improving the city’s food sup-ply is the most important. Grzegorz Popielczyk and Ryszard Chudzik became the leaders of the protest. The strike is supported by the Deputy Chair of the ZR NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia – Sewe-ryn Jaworski. On 16 October, strikers appointed the Committee for Combating Speculation to remove irregularities in the city’s supply.

				14–21

				The Solidarity delegation, including Lech Wałęsa, travels to France to meet French trade union members.

				15–18

				Talks are held between representatives of the government (with Minister of Finance Marian Krzak, Chair of the State Price Committee Zdzisław Krasiński, representative of the Government Press Office Józef Oleksy and others) and the NSZZ “Solidarity” (members of the Praesidium of KK Grzegorz Palka, Stanisław Wądołowski and economic experts Stefan Kurowski, Witold Trzecia-kowski and others). The subject of the meeting is, among other issues, the question of price increases and the proposal to appoint a Social Council of National Economy by the Union.

				Witold Trzeciakowski: The reason for creating the initiative to establish the Social Council of National Econ-omy […] is precisely […] the catastrophic state of the Polish economy, as well as the inability of the govern-ment to lead the country through the crisis. The government needs to be able to make necessary decisions considering the lack of social credibility. And here, the Solidarity union, wanting to meet the social needs, is ready to extend the scope of its tasks to participate in the recovery from the crisis. […] Members of this body should be selected from people with a widely recognised intellectual, professional, and moral authority.

				According to the proposed concept, the Social Council of National Economy (SRGN) would have access to all information relevant to the functioning of the economy and have the right to 
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				issue opinions on legal acts and propose them. On 16 October, the government rejected the pro-posal to establish the SRGN, calling it an attempt to establish some trade union ueber-government that would inevitably overwhelm and hinder state authorities.

				16

				The Council of Ministers adopts a resolution extending mandatory military service by two months for soldiers who were to transfer to the reserves at the end of October: The country’s complex internal situation, including deepening dire economic situation, requires and will require increased involvement of the army in specific areas of the national economy, especially in terms of preparation for winter.

				16–18

				The 4th Plenum of the KC PZPR takes place. General Wojciech Jaruzelski became the First Sec-retary of the KC after Stanisław Kania’s resignation. From the KC statement: In the event of an existing threat to the existence of the nation and state security, the KC deems it necessary that the highest authorities of the Polish People’s Republic, in case of higher necessity, take advantage of their constitutional powers to defend the most vital interests of the nation and the state.

				17

				The Krajowa Federacja Samorządów – KFS (Founding Committee of the National Federation of Local Government – KFS) is created, appointed by representatives of 16 regional local govern-ment cooperation committees (temporary registered office: ZR of the Silesia-Dąbrowa NSZZ “Solidarity”). KZ KFS calls the government to consult drafts of economic acts with national repre-sentatives of local governments and trade unions.

				17–18

				In Wierzchosławice – the hometown of Wincenty Witos (a pre-WW2 famous Polish PM – transla-tor’s note), a congress of the National Funding Committee of NSZZ RI “Solidarity” is held. The composition and tasks of OKZ members are: Jan Kułaj – Chair; Piotr Baumgart (Szczecin Voivode-ship) – Deputy Chair, organisation of a trade union weekly magazine; Gabriel Janowski (War-saw Voivodeship) – Deputy Chair responsible for the National Centre for Studies and Expertise; Stanisław Chrobak (Tarnów Voivodeship); Jan Ciosek (Jelenia Góra Voivodeship) – Union’s financ-es; Witold Hatka (Bydgoszcz Voivodeship) – contacts with the Episcopate; Leszek Kamola (Toruń Voivodeship) – cooperation with the KK NSZZ “Solidarity”; Henryk Kapsa (Toruń Voivodeship) – responsible for foreign contacts; Kamil Matuszewski (Toruń Voivodeship) – secretary of the Prae-sidium; Ireneusz Niewiarowski (Konin Voivodeship) – youth affairs; Wieńczysław Nowacki (Kros-no Voivodeship) – responsible for negotiations with the government; Władysław Piksa (Nowy Sącz Voivodeship) – cooperation with the KK NSZZ “Solidarity”; Jan Poterek (Lublin Voivodeship) 
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				– responsible for the so-called interventions; Józef Ślisz (Rzeszów Voivodeship) – implementation of the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Accords.

				19

				Recording of the telephone conversation between Leonid Brezhnev and Wojciech Jaruzelski:

				Leonid Brezhnev: My dear Wojciech, we have already sent you official congratulations, but I also want to congratulate you directly on your election to the position of the First Secretary of KC PZPR. You were right to agree to such a solution. At present, no one in the PZPR would enjoy such authority as you do – the results of the plenum vote confirm this. We understand you have challenging tasks ahead of you. However, we are sure that you will manage and do everything to get this disaster that has befallen your country under control. Now, the most important thing for you is to select appropriate aids from among dedicated and steadfast communists, rally your people, activate the entire party, and rouse their fighting spirit. This is literally the key to success. And, of course, it is of utmost importance to save time and move on to implementing the decisive actions against the counterrevolution we have planned. We hope everyone in Poland and abroad feels that domestic affairs will take a new course. I wish you health and success!

				Wojciech Jaruzelski: Thank you very much, Leonid Ilyich, for your congratulations, mainly for the trust you have shown me. I agree to take this position with great apprehension and only because I knew about your support and that this is your decision. Otherwise, I would never have accepted. It is a challenging task in this complicated situation in our country, and I must act as the Prime Minister and Minister of Defence. But I understand it’s proper and necessary since you believe it so.

				L.B.: Wojciech, we’ve been thinking that for a long time. We’ve been talking to our friends about it for a long time.

				W.J.: That’s why I agreed. I will do everything as a communist and as a soldier, Leonid Ilyich, to improve the situation and to lead to a breakthrough in Poland and our party. […] fighting for the healthy and robust parts of the nation that went astray and joined Solidarity, we will try to pull them over to our side, but at the same time, we will attack the opponent, and naturally attack it in a way that brings results. I’m meeting your ambassador today. I’ll try to discuss some problems with him in more detail and ask for your advice on mat-ters he will probably convey to you. We will inform you about all our actions and explain what motivates us when deciding one way or another.

				Issue No. 1 of “Gazeta Strajkowa” (“Strike Newspaper”) – a periodical of the Regional Strike Committee of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Sandomierz Lands, is published. The editorial staff in-cludes E. Brzezińska, Adam Krakowiak, Mirosław Majewski, Wacław Szczoczarz, Robert Wiciński, Marian Karaś.

				20

				Street fights erupt in downtown Katowice after MO officers liquidated a mobile distribution point of trade union and underground press. Tadeusz Buranowski, an NSZZ “Solidarity” Re-gional Board member, and persons helping him were detained, and the car was towed away. Demonstrators overturned an MO van and tried to release detainees from the precinct station. 
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				The demonstration participants only dispersed around 10:00 pm, after the freed T. Buranowski appeared at the town square.

				22

				In Grudziądz, the NSZZ “Solidarity” structures organised a hunger march attended by 9,000 people.

				22 October–13 November

				A general strike in the Zielona Góra Voivodeship is underway against the background of the conflict at the PGR (National Agricultural Holding) Lubogóra. The postulate of the striking PGR crew was to rehire Zbigniew Kłosowski, the Chair of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Enterprise Commis-sion, and to dismiss Henryk Leśniewski from the position of director of the Agricultural Holdings, his deputy Marek Koberstein, as well as director of the PGR kombinat – Robert Skwira. The main points in the negotiations which resulted in the agreement not being signed were the lack of consent of the Voivode to dismiss the director of the Agricultural Holdings in Lubogóra and the issue of payment during the strike period.

				23

				In a resolution, the National Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” states that the Union and society are threatened and calls for a general warning strike on 28 October.

				24

				The Government appoints the Military Field Operational Groups, whose task is to control the functioning of the state apparatus in the province and thus authenticate the authorities’ political line.

				24–25

				In Chełm, the 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of the Chełm Region of NSZZ “Solidarity” (first round) is held. The composition of the Regional Board was reduced to 53 persons. Bogusław Mikus remained the Chair of the ZR, while Barbara Szubert and Franciszek Lipert were elected Deputy Chairs. A separate Branch in Krasnystaw was established. On 6 December, during the second round of the 2nd General Meeting, a draft version of the document “NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Programme of the Chełm Region” was discussed.
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				26

				A sit-in strike begins at the Radom University of Technology following a dispute over the appoint-ment of the rector – Col Prof. Michał Hebda – who was not approved by the students. One of the strikers’ postulates is: “If you want a dictator, pick Hebda for rector.”

				27

				In front of the gate of the KWK “Sosnowiec”, “unknown” perpetrators planted vials with a poison-ous substance, and several dozen people were hospitalised. In protest of the provocation, the crew starts a sit-in strike.

				In Potulice, 275 prisoners working in a prison paint shop announce a sit-in strike in production rooms, presenting a list of postulates. After prison security services enter, the prisoners set the shop on fire. Another wave of protests in other prison facilities spreads throughout the country; severe disturbances occur.

				28

				A nationwide 1-hour warning strike is held under the motto “For food and social control”.

				29

				In Moscow, at the Political Bureau Central Committee meeting of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (KC CPSU), the Chair of the KGB, Yuri Andropov, reports that Polish leaders mention military assistance from sister nations. We must defend our position rather than introduce our troops to Poland.

				30

				The PAP (Polish Press Agency) informs that continuous strikes are held in 6 voivodeships, that they have been announced in 7 voivodeships, and that strike readiness is held in 10 voivodeships.

				From the statement of the Praesidium of the Solidarity KK: Protests took on a spontaneous and unorganised form. This may cause a breakup of the Union and a loss of social backing.

				An “Open Letter of the Founding Committee of the Trade Union of MO Officers to the Depu-ties of the Sejm of the Polish People’s Republic” was written and signed by Ireneusz Sierański – Chair of the Union. The letter describes repressions towards the founding members of the Uni-ons: 500 people were dismissed, searches were being conducted in private flats, families were being intimidated, people were being besmirched, accused of idleness, drunkenness, abuse of power, poach-ing, etc., other officers are threatened with dismissals for any contact with them (issued order of KG MO), entry into MO facilities is forbidden under threat of arrest etc.
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				31

				The KWK “Sosnowiec” crew submits a vote of no confidence towards Henryk Lichoś – the Kato-wice Voiovode to Prime Minister Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski. 

				November

				3

				The “Odrodzenie” (“Rebirth”) Social Compact is established in Szczecin – the intention of the creators is for it to be the third force between Solidarity and the Party. The initiators include Stefan Bratkowski (removed from PZPR in October), Wojciech Lamentowicz and Ryszard Turski.

				3–4

				The National Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” is holding a meeting. The adopted resolution calls for establishment of the Social Council of National Economy, the determination of directions of economic reform, granting Solidarity and other social institutions access to mass media, con-ducting a reform of the judiciary and law enforcement apparatus, consultation of draft acts on national councils, territorial self-government, and election ordinance, the conclusion of an agree-ment with the Farmers’ Solidarity on providing food for the nation.

				4

				In Warsaw, a meeting is held between the Primate of Poland Archbishop Józef Glemp, Prime Min-ister Wojciech Jaruzelski, and the Chairman of Solidarity, Lech Wałęsa. The subject of the meeting is the appointment of the National Agreement Council proposed by General Jaruzelski.

				The strike in Żyrardów, running from 12 December, ends; the Government agreed to pay only 50% of earnings for the duration of the strike. The remainder was to be paid out by the KK NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				5

				A farmers’ strike began in Siedlce, where delegations from all over the country participated. The National NSZZ RI “Solidarity” Protest Action Committee is established. The strikers demand the implementation of the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Agreements, particularly the provisions concerning the constitutional guarantee of the integrity of individual land ownership, the right to inherit and trade freely, equalisation of all sectors of agriculture in terms of access to subsidies, the introduction of the act on social insurance of farmers and their families. The strike ended on 13 December after the ar-rival of the military commissioner, who announced that martial law was introduced throughout the country.
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				5–6

				In Gdańsk, the 1st National Health Service Section of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is convened. Alina Pienkowska became the Chair of the Section.

				6

				With the use of tear gas, armoured vehicles, combat fire-fighting vehicles, and water cannons, the rebellion of more than 1,000 prisoners at the Criminal Penitentiary in Kamieńsk, Olsztyn Voivodeship, is brought under control. Two prisoners are killed.

				6–7

				In Bielsko-Biała, the first round of the 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Podbeskidzie Region is held. The following persons were elected to the Praesidium of the Regional Board: Henryk Juszczyk – Deputy Chair; Kazimierz Firlejczyk– Deputy Chair; Józef Trybała – Secretary; Antoni Bobowski, Anna Kamińska and Ryszard Pietraszko. The second round of the 2nd WZD took place on 21 November.

				8

				Col Ryszard Kukliński, who was to be arrested, leaves Poland, evacuated by the CIA.

				10

				During the Political Bureau of the KC PZPR meeting, Jan Łabęcki says: It is necessary to consider how Solidarity can be helped to break up into a large worker faction and a small extreme faction. The Church may facilitate this. We should back Wałęsa and Bujak, while Rulewski and Rozpłochowski should not be approached. If Solidarity can be broken up into a worker faction and an extreme fac-tion, it will be possible to reach an agreement along with industry trade unions, and the extreme fac-tion will be an open opposition with which the Church will not associate.

				11

				Issue No. 1 of “Solidarność Rolników” (“Farmers’ Solidarity”) under editor-in-chief L. Balawander, is published.

				12

				Student solidarity strikes started at many higher education establishments in the country to demonstrate support for the students at the Radom University of Engineering who have been striking since 26 October and demand that the new Act on Higher Education be passed sooner.

			

		

	
		
			
				240

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1981

			

		

		
			
				The general strike ended in the Zielona Góra Voivodeship, which has been ongoing since 22 October. 

				13

				The strike in KWK “Sosnowiec” ended and has been ongoing since 27 October.

				Issue 1 of “Gazeta Strajkowa” (“Strike Newspaper”) – issued by NZS, is published. The edito-rial staff includes Beata Jurkowska, Danuta Posłuszna, Andrzej Dunajko, Piotr Niemczyk, Tomasz Ozdowy, Jan Peche, Paweł Smoleński, Paweł Wroniszewski, Wiktor Gościński, Danuta Posłuszna, Dżamila Ankiewicz, Krzysztof Leski, Katarzyna Dowbor and Dorota Huczyńska. By 13 December 1981, 26 issues will be released.

				The first working meeting of the joint NSZZ “Solidarity” and NSZZ RI “Solidarity” team is held.

				14

				In a room of the Zamech Cinema in Elbląg, the 2nd General Meeting of the Elbląg Region (first round) is held. Between 11 and 12 December, the second round of the 2nd General Meeting took place in the conference room of Elbląg Construction Conglomerate. 

				17

				In Warsaw, talks by the government delegation headed by Stanisław Ciosek and KK NSZZ “Solidar-ity”, led by Stanisław Wądołowski, fail to lead to any arrangements. Bronisław Geremek describes the course of the talks: Solidarity wants to talk about the rule of law. The Government responds: no, because – no. Solidarity wants to talk about the access to mass media. The Government responds: no, because we’re not prepared. About price increases – the Government wants to talk immediately. The Government’s position on strikes is also clear– strikes should not happen.

				In Dąbrowa Górnicza, MO officers stopped Mieczysław Tylak and Ireneusz Gajos, members of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the “Katowice” Steelworks, when they were hanging posters. After several hours of interrogation, the detainees were released.

				19

				Issue 1 of the “Informator Akademicki” (“Academic Informer”) – a periodical of the Student Infor-mation Bureau of the NZS of the Lublin University of Technology is published. The editorial staff includes Włodzimierz Czwórnóg, Z. Szyba, Krzysztof Zięba, M. Lipidalski, Grzegorz Piotrowski, Waldemar Dekiel, Krzysztof Chrzanowski, Maria Kaczorowska, Sławomir Adrian, Ewa Król, and Roman Huk. By 13 December 1981, 20 issues will be released.
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				20

				In KWK, the “Czerwone Zagłębie” in Sosnowiec, a two-hour strike against a food retailer shortage occurred.

				The NZS proclaims a national-level strike of students against the government’s planned Higher Education Act. Most higher education institutions end the strike on 8 December.

				21–22

				A session of the National Founding Committee of NSZZ RI “Solidarity” in Santok is held. Piotr Baumgart, Gabriel Janowski, Marian Wiak, and Kamil Matuszewski resigned from the Praesid-ium, and Wieńczysław Nowacki, Jan Ciosek and Stanisław Chrobak were dismissed from the Praesidium.

				22

				In Warsaw, the Independent Polish Republic Clubs “Freedom–Justice–Independence” were es-tablished. The founders include Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Jan Lityński, Zbigniew Bujak, and Janusz Onyszkiewicz – who declare support for the idea of an Independent Polish Republic in the spirit of the tradition of the Polish independence-oriented left. The founding meeting is inter-rupted by an intervention by the Citizens’ Militia forces. From the PPA announcement: It was an attempt to establish an illegal political party operating contrary to our country’s legal and constitu-tional order, which, in principle, undermines the socialist political system and international alliances.

				In the Mazovia Region, leaflets signed by the Initiative Group of Free Trade Unions appear before larger work establishments. They slander members of the Regional Board and employees of the Board Office (accusations of theft, embezzlement).

				Union Press publishes “Elements of the Programme of the Polish Labour Party”, established by Jerzy Milewski. The programme was supposed to constitute a political superstructure of Soli-darity and is disseminated via the Network.

				24

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski once again meets with Marshall Victor Kulikov (they met 22 times in 1981).

				The Primate of Poland, Archbishop Józef Glemp, and Secretary of the Polish Episcopate, Bishop Bronisław Dąbrowski, met with the delegation of NSZZ “Solidarity”, which included Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Wielowieyski, Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Bronisław Geremek.
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				In Mysłowice, MO officers stopped Solidarity activists Krzysztof Bobula and Ryszard Kłosiński from hanging posters. The detainees were fined.

				25

				From MSW documents – while preparing for the meeting of MSW management, Gen Czesław Kiszczak writes: 

				Use the threat of intervention, troop concentration at the border, that an army, not only Soviet, but Czech, German, are ready to invade, and there is no other way… every method is acceptable – to scare people, talk about the leaders of Solidrity mentioning hangings…

				A sit-in strike begins at the Fire Fighter Officers School (WOSP) in Warsaw. The striking officer cadets demand the exemption of WOSP from the Act on Military Education and its subordination to the Act on Higher Education. Nearly all officer cadets join the strike (96% of the student body). Zbigniew Szablewski has been appointed chair of the strike committee.

				A sit-in strike began at the Academy of Physical Education in Katowice. Students demanded, among other things, the immediate submission of a draft Act on Higher Education to the Sejm and the immediate conclusion of the conflict in the Radom WSI.

				A brutal MO and SB action took place against people hanging posters in Chorzów (25 peo-ple were arrested and detained, including passers-by). The Silesia-Dąbrowa Region announced strike readiness, revoked on 27 November after the detainees were released.

				25–26

				The 6th Plenum of the KC PZPR is held. The 1st Secretary of the KC Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski says: Does the term counterrevolution still raise any doubts? […] We are running short to stop these dan-gerous events. But we must do it […]. From the resolution: Social unrest is still being raised, and strikes are being organised and continued. It already directly threatens the state’s existence and internal secu-rity. The resolution provides for submitting the draft Act on Extraordinary Powers for the Govern-ment to the Sejm.

				26 (?)

				From classified MSW documents: 

				Katowice. Implementation plan for operation “Jodła” developed by Section III A. Secret Doc.– of particular importance. As a result of the operation and analysis of the collected materials, 234 persons from the Union’s extreme faction, activists originating from the Regional Board, Municipal and Establishment Committees of the Katowice Voivodeship were selected and prepared for internment in the operation codenamed “Jodła”. […] Therefore, the following is planned:
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				[…] The arrests of 234 persons earmarked for detention during operation “Jodła” will be carried out by 234 SB employees, 237 assistants, 234 MO officers and 234 service and private vehicles in working condition, fuelled, equipped with crowbars and other items necessary in the given conditions.

				[signed] Head of Section III A, Lt Col Wł. Fabian.

				27

				In connection with the announced 75% increase in alcohol prices as of 1 December, Lech Wałęsa declares, among other things: 

				Currently, most of the strikes are deliberately and artificially forced. It has come to the point that we are start-ing strikes against alcohol price increases. It is the best way to bring the Union down. This time, the world will say: it’s the end if they strike over vodka! Society accepted the increase in the prices of bread, butter, petrol, and other necessities. However, this increase is a simple and crude provocation. It is supposed to ridicule us in the eyes of the world. To show that we are a nation of drunkards. This moment was not chosen randomly. Christmas is approaching. We will not let them impose this plane for confrontation. […] I want to ask all the branches of Solidarity to refrain from actions.

				28

				In Toruń, a march against the illegal and unpunished actions of “unknown” perpetrators oc-curred, and twenty thousand people participated.

				28–29

				In Ujście, the 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Piła Voivodeship Re-gion was held. The delegates negatively assessed the Regional Board’s previous work; some ac-cused the Chair, E. Naszkowski, of working with SB. The meeting was not concluded; a second round was to take place in January 1982.

				30 November–1 December

				The 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region takes place at the Baildon” Steelworks Sports Hall in Katowice,. The deliberations took place in an atmosphere of constant provocation by the authorities and social protests. An appeal to the Sejm of the Polish People’s Republic was made to not pass the Act on Special Powers for the Government, and objections were raised to price increases preceding the economic reform. 
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				December

				1–4

				A meeting of the Committee of Ministers of Defence of the countries of the Warsaw Pact is held in Moscow, and the situation in Poland is discussed. 

				2

				At 10:15 a.m., MO special operations units pacify the strike at the Fire Fighter Officers School in Warsaw using helicopters and assault equipment. The students are transported by bus to PKP railway stations, with instructions to leave for their homes. The following persons were detained on the school premises: Deputy Chair of the Board of the Mazovia Region – Seweryn Jaworski, and Regional Board (ZR) member Marek Hołuszko, Krystyna Kolasińska (KS member) was beaten. 229 WOSP students continued the Warsaw University of Technology strike until 6 December 1981.

				The head of the MSW Staff, Gen Bogusław Stachura, announced an increased readiness for action of the Ministry of Internal Affairs forces and resources. ZOMO, command staff, and stu-dents of MSW schools are quartered in barracks.

				The Warsaw ZZ FMO Founding Committee protests using ZOMO and special operations units against WOSP cadets and appeals to the militia officers to protest the use of MO for political games and suppression of protests.

				3

				In Radom, talks are held between the Praesidium of the National Commission and Chairs of the Regional Board of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. The meeting reveals the radicalisation of attitudes, in-cluding that of Lech Wałęsa. Voices are raised for a vote of no confidence for the government, call for a confrontation, announce a 24-hour strike if the Sejm gives the government extraordi-nary powers, and a general strike if the government applies extraordinary measures. Participants adopted “The Position” in which they ascertain, among other things, that: 

				1.	The Party and national authorities used negotiations with the Union and the idea of a national agree-ment to mislead society. […]

				2.	In practice, the so-called provisional system for 1982 maintains the old system of managing the econo-my while simultaneously encumbering enterprises and their personnel with material responsibility for decisions that will remain at the discretion of the central authorities. This means that the reform and acts on enterprise and self-government adopted by the Sejm are defeated […].

				Further in the document, participants demanded discontinuing all anti-union repressions, holding democratic elections to national councils at all levels, granting the Social Council of National Economy competencies enabling control of the government’s activities, ensuring 
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				Solidarity and the Catholic Church access to radio and television. At the end of the position, the following was declared: These are the minimum conditions of the National Agreement which will en-able a joint and effective fight against the crisis. We fully support such an agreement. 

				The Chair of ZR NSZZ “Solidarity” Piła Voivodeship, Eligiusz Naszkowski (TW-SB Secret Co-operator “Grażyna”), recorded sessions and handed the material over to the SB. A few days lat-er, Polish Radio broadcast – suitably doctored – the most radical utterances of the Praesidium members.

				On the eve of the “Barbórka” (St Barbara) holiday, during the central academy in Dąbrowa Górnicza, Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski says, among other things: never has so much depended on the ability to reach a National Agreement […]. Millions of Poles express their need for the National Agree-ment […]. Once again, the hard truth is confirmed that those in this country who act out against so-cialism act out against Poland, pose a threat to its security, a threat to the fundamental interests of the nation. We are not looking for an agreement with these forces […].

				3–6

				In Krakow, the 1st National Meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is held. The Convention elects statu-tory authorities and adopts an action programme. Józef Smolicki from the Podbeskidzie Region is elected Chair of the National Coordination Commission. Craftsmen call for equalisation with state enterprises in the amount of allocation of raw materials, and for exporters – abolishing the obligatory intermediation of the Foreign Trade Central and compulsory exchange of foreign currencies into Polish zlotys, abolition of restrictions, such as employment limit; they also pro-test against discretionary interpretations of the provisions of law applied by local authorities, demand the discontinuation of harassment and tax repressions (surtaxes), as well as the right to keep passports at home,

				4

				Members of the Board of the Lower Silesia Region, Józef Pinior and Stanisław Huskowski, pay 80 million Polish zlotys from ZR’s account, after which they deposit money at the Wrocław Metro-politan Curia with Cardinal Henryk Gulbinowicz. After 13 December, the chairman of the Lower Silesia Regional Strike Committee became the holder of the monies used to organise under-ground structures and aid those subjected to repressions.

				5

				The Political Bureau of the KC PZPR held a meeting; it unanimously decided to introduce martial law. The Political Bureau authorises Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski to determine its date independently. 

				Hieronim Kubiak: If a general strike happens, we cannot withstand it long. Therefore, the announcement of the general strike must be the moment of exercising the state’s constitutional rights and announcing martial law. 
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				Józef Czyrek: Large crises in history were not solved by expanding democracy but by the extraordinary strength-ening of the authority’s powers and introducing dictatorship.

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski: It is a horrible, gruesome disgrace for the Party that after 36 years in power, it must be defended with military force. However, there is nothing more to be done. We must be prepared to make a decision that will help save the most essential things.

				The Primate of Poland, Archbishop Józef Glemp, has a private meeting with Lech Wałęsa.

				5–6

				In Warsaw, the 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Mazovia Region is held. Among other things, the delegates decide to conduct a protest rally at Pl. Zwycięstwa (currently Józef Piłsudski Square) in Warsaw on 17 December, in protest to the adopting of ex-traordinary government powers. 

				The following inscriptions appear on the walls of the Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia: “Death to Communists” and “Our goal is to obliterate the Party – shipyard workers”. The Prae-sidium of the Enterprise Committee considers them a provocation, and members of Solidarity help the industrial guard paint them over.

				6

				The Polish Episcopate Conference sends a letter to the Marshal of the Sejm on the draft Act on Extraordinary Powers for the Government, enabling far-reaching restrictions on civil rights: 

				The Church expresses a profound concern and fears that adopting the Act above by the Sejm will disturb internal peace, break the barely established understanding, and trigger a serious social conflict. […] At the moment, there is no threat of widespread strikes. Passing an anti-strike Act now would lead to a wave of strikes, the range and consequences of which are difficult to predict. The Church […] would like to warn the Sejm of the Polish People’s Republic against deciding which would have a tragic effect on the country’s fate.

				In Olkusz, a group of MO and SB officers tries to beat up and arrest Solidarity activists hanging posters. Thanks to the attitude of passers-by, the officers withdraw from the intervention.

				7

				In Gliwice, MO, officers arrested a dozen students hanging leaflets and posters. Materials were seized, and the detainees were released after a few hours.

				The delegation of Solidarity, including Lech Wałęsa, meets with Primate Archbishop Józef Glemp, who warns them against bloodshed.
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				8

				A meeting of the Secretariat of the KC PZPR is held. From a confidential stenotype:

				Gen Bogusław Stachura: Solidarity has considerable combat potential in enterprises, and there are signals that they have weapons and explosives, but we could not confirm that. 

				Włodzimierz Mokrzyszczak: It is necessary to photograph Solidarity’s weapon caches and present them to the public.

				Jan Kułaj proposes Lech Wałęsa to combine the NSZZ “Solidarity” and the NSZZ RI “Solidarity” into one movement. 

				10

				In Moscow, a meeting of the CPSU Political Bureau is held. 

				Yuri Andropov: We can’t take any risks. We don’t intend to march troops into Poland. I don’t know how the case will be resolved, but even if Poland finds itself under the influence of Solidarity, it will only be so much. […] On the other hand, if capitalist countries, which have already agreed on the matter, including various economic and po-litical sanctions, turn on the USSR, it could be dangerous for us. We need to take care of our country and strengthen the Soviet Union. This is the most important issue. 

				4:30 p.m. – Marshal Victor Kulikov notes in his logbook that the ambassador [of the USSR in Poland] Boris Aristov informed: 

				At Jaruzelski’s orders, Milewski called and asked the following questions: 1) We ask that someone from the Party’s authorities visit us. Who and when? 2) State support for us. […] 3) Can we count on the help of the USSR con-cerning military action (supplementing us with the entry of troops)? 4) What are the steps for granting economic aid? Aristov Rusakov gave the answers: 1) Nobody will come. 2) Action will be taken. 3) We will not march our troops in. 4) Baybakov will prepare the answer.

				Having obtained the assurance of the National Conference of Rectors of Higher Education Institutions that it will lead to the adoption of the new Act on Higher Education, the NZS ends the nationwide strike in solidarity with students of the WSI in Radom.

				In Katowice, the World Day of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is cel-ebrated. The Committee for the Defence of Those Imprisoned for Their organised a march to defend political prisoners, attended by several thousand people.

				The Board of the Silesia-Dąbrowa Region issues instructions in the event of a warning and general strike announcement. Secret enterprise committees are appointed in the region in case of the enterprise statutory authorities’ arrests. Municipal coordination commissions remain on duty 24/7 at their offices.
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				11

				The Dramatic Theatre in Warsaw begins the Congress of Polish Culture, planned for three days, organised at the initiative of the Conciliatory Committee of the Creative and Scientific Commu-nities representing 36 unions and creative associations. The Congress is attended by approx-imately 600 of the most outstanding representatives of the world of culture and the humanities and guests from abroad: Polish artists, scholars, and publishers working abroad. In his speech, the President of ZLP Jan Józef Szczepański compares the Congress to the orchestra onboard the “Titanic”. Wiktor Zin, Deputy Minister of Culture and Art, announces his resignation due to his inability to act freely in culture.

				In Issue 37 of the “Tygodnik Solidarność” weekly, the last one before 13 December, Krzysztof Czabański writes, among other things: 

				The authorities may show decisiveness. Tanks will be posted at intersections, and militias and military patrols will start swarming the streets. But the gun will not replace economic reform nor fill empty store shelves. The use of weapons will not lead to sensibly solving anything.

				From confidential MSW documents:

				9:40 a.m. – Ciphertext for deputy MO Voivodeship Commanders to actively control the most critical POIs covered by the “Jodła” operation. Head of the KS MO Investigation Department, Lt Col Adam Adamski, to Department III-A-I of the KSMO in Warsaw: I would like to inform you that the following employees of your department will be managing the following POIs: [internment] as team leaders. [here, a list of 33 pairs: internee and the head of the interning team] […]. Please immediately check access to the addresses mentioned above of the POIs’ residences after staking them out at night.

				In his logbook, Marshal Victor Kulikov transcribes a conversation with Gen Florian Siwicki: 

				F. Siwicki: We cannot start a scrape if the Soviet comrades do not support us. […] We assess the situation, and if there is no pol[itical], eco[nomic] and the mil[itary] support from the USSR, our country may be lost [for the Warsaw Pact]. 

				V. Kulikov: You have the forces needed, and you know it. The martial law operation is well prepared, and there’s no need to talk about scrapes. […] Why was this question about military aid raised at all?

				11–12

				In Gdańsk, the KK NSZZ “Solidarity” meeting is held. The Union’s statutory authorities confirm the Position formulated during the KK meeting in Radom. From the statement: We can join the talks with the government on the national agreement when the authorities renounce their plans for vio-lence against the Nation and threats of confrontation and accept the minimum terms and conditions set out in the Radom Resolution as the basis for negotiations. The meeting ends at approximately 11:00 p.m.
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				In Warsaw, Primate Archbishop Józef Glemp appointed the Primate’s Social Council for three years (an information and advisory body composed of laypeople – scholars, social activists, and cultural creators). Professor Stanisław Stomma is appointed Chair.

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski’s closest associates attend the morning meeting at the Prime Minis-ter’s office. All present believe that martial law is necessary and must be introduced immediately.

				2:00 p.m. – General Wojciech Jaruzelski decides to introduce martial law.

				4:00 p.m. – the MSW staff sends out ciphertexts to voivodeship MO headquarters, starting with the words: I announce the “Synchronisation”, which means an order for the Ministry to com-mence its activities.

				6:00 p.m. – at the meeting of the General Staff of the Polish People’s Armed Forces (LWP), the Military Council of National Salvation (WRON) is created composed of Chair – General Woj-ciech Jaruzelski, Major General Józef Baryła (Deputy Minister of National Defence), Colonel Kazi-mierz Garbacik, Lieutenant Colonel Mirosław Hermaszewski, Major General Tadeusz Hupałowski (Minister of Administration, Field Management and Environmental Protection), Admiral Ludwik Janczyszyn (Navy Commander-in-Chief), Brigadier General Michał Janiszewski (Head of the Council of Ministers Office), Brigadier General Jerzy Jarosz (commanding officer of the 1st War-saw Mechanised Division), Major General Tadeusz Kiszczak (Minister of Internal Affairs), Major General Tadeusz Krepski (Commander-in-Chief of the Airforce), Colonel Roman Leś, Major Gen-eral Longin Łozowicki (Commander-in-Chief of the Air Defence Forces), Colonel Tadeusz Ma-karewicz, Lieutenant General Eugeniusz Molczyk (Deputy Minister of National Defence), Major General Włodzimierz Oliwa (commander of the Warsaw Military District), Major General Czesław Piotrowski division (Minister of Mining and Energy), Major General Henryk Rapacewicz (com-mander of the Silesian Military District), Major General Florian Siwicki (deputy member of the Political Bureau of the KC PZPR, Deputy Minister of National Defence), Lieutenant General Tade-usz Tuczapski (Deputy Minister of National Defence), Major General Józef Użycki (commander of the Pomeranian Military District), Lieutenant Colonel Jerzy Włosiński, Major General Zygmunt Zieliński (Head of the HR Department of the Ministry of National Defence). Some people listed above who were absent from the meeting will learn about their participation in the WRON from announcements.

				Information about the movement of military and militia columns is coming into the meeting room of the National Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” in Gdańsk from many regions.

				8:00 p.m. – A messenger from Adam Hołysz, an SB captain cooperating with the democratic opposition since December 1978, notifies the National Commission of the introduction of martial law. The notification is left without a response.
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				In the evening, the operation to introduce martial law began, with approximately 80,000 sol-diers of the People’s Polish Army, 30,000 officers of the Citizen’s Militia and Security Service, 1,750 tanks, 1,400 armoured vehicles, 500 IFVs, and over 9,000 vehicles participating.

				From 11:00 p.m., interments commence across Poland (operation “Jodła”), as well as other ac-tions planned by the MSW (including takeover of union premises, securing Solidarity documents, and disruption of communications).

				The Central Board of Prisons at the Ministry of Justice, by way of Order no. 50/81, estab-lished 46 detention-internment centres. The centres were created in the following prisons: Byd-goszcz–Fordon, Cieszyn, Gębarzewo n. Gniezno, Głogów, Goleniów, Grodków, Hrubieszów, Iława, Jastrzębie–Szeroka, Kamień Pomorski, Kamienna Góra, Kielce – Piaski, Krasnystaw, Kwidzyn, Lu-blin, Lubliniec, Łęczyca, Łowicz, Miechowice n. Bytom, Mielęcin n. Włocławek, Nowy Łupków, Nowy Wiśnicz, Nysa, Ostrów Wlkp., Piotrków Trybunalski, Potulice, Racibórz, Sieradz, Strzebie-linek n. Wejherowo, Strzelce Opolskie, Uherce, Warszawa–Białołęka and Olszynka Grochowska, Wierzchowo, Włodawa, Wrocław, Wronki, Zabrze–Zaborze, Załęże n. Rzeszów; in jails in Bytom and Opole, the KW MO jail in Katowice; furthermore: in the Gniewko holiday resort in Darłowo, a holiday resort of the Radio and Television Committee in Gołdap, the holiday resort “Silesiana” in Kokotek n. Tarnowskie Góry and the military holiday resort in Jawor.
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				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1981

				December

				13

				At approximately 1:00 a.m., the National Council assembled at an extraordinary meeting. It for-mally approved the decrees prepared by the military, including the one imposing martial law in Poland (Ryszard Reiff casts a single vote against it). The decree suspends the operations of the NSZZ “Solidarity” and other trade unions as well as all organisations and associations (save for the PZPR), prohibits any assemblies aside from religious ceremonies and services, the dissemi-nation of press, publications, and information, bans strikes and protests (under penalty of 5–10 years in prison), introduces curfew (10:00 p.m. to 06:00 a.m.), bars people from remaining outside their place of residence for more than 48 hours and staying in the border zone without proper authorisation. It introduces censorship of correspondence and blocks communications. Polish citizens are prohibited from travelling abroad, and all accounts in foreign currencies are blocked. Classes in schools and universities are cancelled (until 3 Jan 1982 for schools and until further notice for universities). Newspapers are no longer printed – except for the “Trybuna Ludu” (“Peo-ple’s Tribune”), “Żołnierz Wolności” (“Soldier of Freedom”) and several titles backed by local PZPR chapters.

				The military takes over radio and television facilities (operation “Azalia”). At 06:00 a.m., Chan-nel One of Polish Radio broadcasts a speech by General Wojciech Jaruzelski that will be replayed repeatedly in the coming days. The television station starts its broadcast at noon, with all the anchors appearing in military uniforms.

				The authorities dissolve the Polish Culture Congress, which has been in session in Warsaw since 11 December.

				The CSRS (Czechoslovak People’s Republic) and GDR (East Germany) border guards lock down crossings to and from Poland. 

				During a press conference, government spokesman Jerzy Urban stated that, by Polish stand-ards, the country is peaceful, […] all who’ve been interned are alive and in good health, and […] Lech Wałęsa has not been interned; he remains in Warsaw and is treated with all the respect due to the leader of Solidarity.
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				The black-market exchange rate for the U.S. dollar goes up from 480–520 zlotys to 1500–1600 zlotys. 

				During the night, MO (Citizens’ Militia) and ZOMO (Mechanised Reserves of the Citizens’ Mili-tia) take over the headquarters of all regional boards (ZR) of Solidarity, confiscate all equipment and documents, and often demolish the premises themselves.

				In Warsaw, just after midnight, 300 MO and ZOMO officers raided the headquarters of ZR Mazovia. Eight people were arrested, and 125,447 zlotys, equipment, and 28 bags of documents were confiscated. After that, the officers vandalised the premises. Early in the morning, people started gathering at the ZR HQ. ZOMO forces suppressed the protests three times, the last one around 19:30.

				In Gdańsk, at approx. 01:15 a.m., around 400 ZOMO officers close the Solidarity National Com-mission (KK) and ZR Gdańsk headquarters. After cutting off power and forcing their way through the security bars, the militia arrests all activists present at the KK HQ. It takes them until 05:00 a.m. to remove all equipment and documents.

				In Katowice, workers and Union activists try to resist the attacking officers by various means, including fire extinguishers. They abandon the idea of throwing a tear gas charge into the build-ing. Around 30 people are arrested. 

				In Łódź, during the protest at the ZR HQ, chair Andrzej Słowik and vice-chair Jerzy Kropiw-nicki called for a general strike. After 1:00 p.m., ZOMO forces entered the building and arrested the ZR members. 

				A National Strike Committee (KKS) is created at the Port of Gdańsk, consisting of Mirosław Krupiński (chair), Eugeniusz Szumiejko, Jan Waszkiewicz, Andrzej Konarski, Aleksander Przygodziński and Antoni Macierewicz. The KKS announces a general strike throughout the country, demanding that martial law be lifted, and all internees released. On 15 December, the KKS is moved to the Gdańsk Shipyard. During the suppression of protests at the Shipyard on 16 December, all KRS members are arrested.

				A Regional Strike Committee is created at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard comprised of Stanisław Fudakowski (Chair), Lesław Buczkowski, Krzysztof Dowgiałło, Jerzy Gawęda, Marian Miąstkowski, Szymon Pawlicki, and Alojzy Szablewski, supported by Bogdan and Józef Boruse-wicz. During the MO action on 16 December, only B. Borusewicz was able to avoid arrest.

				In Toruń, a group of high school students, including Rafał Sadowski, Krzysztof Bunda and Tomasz Kokociński, printed and distributed a leaflet entitled “Do społeczeństwa” (“To the Citi-zenry”), calling people to oppose martial law. Soon afterwards, the students started distribut-ing a regular periodical entitled “Niezależny Serwis Informacyjny” (“Independent Information Service”).
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				In Wrocław, a Regional Strike Committee (RKS) is created comprised of Władysław Frasyniuk (Chair), Piotr Bednarz, Jerzy Darmochwał, Edward Granic, Hubert Hanusiak, Tadeusz Jakubowski, Władysław Ożarowski, Józef Pinior, Czesław Stawicki, Ryszard Turko and Leszek Żołyniak. Unlike everywhere else, the Wrocław RKS attempts to coordinate the protests.

				The Primate of Poland, Archbishop Glemp, delivered a sermon at Warsaw’s St John’s Arch-Cathedral in which he called for peace and reason to prevail and not to start a fight between Poles in the name of the value that is human life. He also announced that representatives of the Church would intervene on behalf of those wrongly detained, the sick, fathers of families and others.

				His Holiness John Paul II, after the “Angelus Domini” prayer, says: I would remind you of what I said in September: no Polish blood can be spilt because too much of it has already been spent, espe-cially during the last war. We must do all we can to build the motherland’s future in peace.

				In a Warsaw hospital, after hearing the news about martial law being imposed, a former sol-dier of the Home Army, journalist and publicist Jerzy Zieleński commits suicide (in November of 1981, the Mazovia Regional Board entrusted him with the post of editor-in-chief of the soon-to-be-created “Tygodnik Mazowsze” (“Mazovia Weekly”)).

				13–28

				Strikes demanding that martial law be lifted, and all internees be released starting already on Sunday, 13 December; official data shows 250 workplaces have been affected. Most strikes fiz-zle out almost immediately after military commissars and prosecutors arrive. Their threats – in-cluding disciplinary dismissals and imprisonment for many years for all protest participants – are reinforced by a show of force of ZOMO forces and the Polish People’s Army (LWP). They are em-ployed to suppress the strikes only in 40 locations. On 16 December, only a few isolated places of resistance are left. On that day, the final suppression of the Solidarity birthplace – the Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard, is carried out. The most tragic results are brought about by the suppression of the strike at the “Wujek” Hard Coalmine (KWK) in Katowice, where nine miners were killed. After that tragedy, only a few work establishments continue their strikes. On 23 December, protests at the “Katowice” Metalworks are suppressed, and miners from the “Ziemowit” KWK leave the mine on their own; on 28 December, the last of the miners protesting underground at the “Piast” KWK come back to the surface.

				A List including the Most Significant Strikes in December:

				13–15 University of Łódź – an occupation strike of the students at the Law Faculty; an as-sault by ZOMO forces and suppression.

				13–16 Stocznia im. Lenina w Gdańsku (Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard) – during the night of 12–13 December, ZOMO forces enter the facility for the first time and arrest all present. 
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				Gdańsk citizens gather at the legendary Gate No. 2 in the morning, and the morning shift workers come in. Approximately 7,000 people go on strike. During the night of 14/15 De-cember at 00:15 a.m., the second suppression attempt takes place; 51 people are detained, 9 of whom are interned. After so-called “law enforcement” officers leave, around 600–700 people enter the shipyard. On 16 December at 01:00 a.m., ZOMO forces suppress the protest for good. Strike leaders (except B. Borusewicz, who manages to hide) are detained, and APCs and tanks surround the facility. Due to mass employment terminations, approximately 1,500 shipyard workers lose their jobs.

				13–16 Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego w Świdniku (Communication Equipment Fac-tory in Świdnik) – around 5,000 people go on strike. Stanisław Pietruszewski is elected as the chair of the Strike Committee, and from the 3rd day onwards, the post passes to Andrzej Sokołowski. During the night of 15–16 December, ZOMO forces conducted a brutal suppres-sion action; they beat up people dazed by smoke grenades and tear gas using their night-sticks. Forty people are detained, the facility is put under military leadership, and senior em-ployees are forced to retire or go on disability.

				13–16 Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Wujek” (“Wujek” Hard Coalmine in Katowice) – Stanisław Płatek is chosen as Chair of the Strike Committee. The KS demands are the release of the chair of the Solidarity Workplace Commission, Jan Ludwiczak, the lifting of martial law, the restoration of the Union and the carrying out of the provisions of the Jastrzębie-Zdrój Agreement. On the morning of 16 December, ZOMO forces start their attack by shelling the mine with chemical agents. After ramming through the wall, a tank enters the site. Hand-to-hand fighting erupts. Around noon, a helicopter is brought in, and tanks open fire with blank rounds. When it appears that, despite everything, the attack has been repelled, a ZOMO special unit enters the facility and opens fire point blank using automatic weapons. Seven miners are killed on the spot: Józef Czekalski, Krzysztof Giza, Ryszard Gzik, Bogusław Kopczak, Andrzej Pełka, Zbigniew Wilk, Zenon Zając, and two more Joachim Gnida and Jan Stawisiński die a few days later in hospital; 21 miners are injured including the KS Chair. 

				13–17 Huta im. Lenina w Nowej Hucie (Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks in Nowa Huta) – ap-prox. 8,000 people go on strike. Mieczysław Gil is chosen as chair of the Strike Committee. On 14 December, Issue No. 1 of the independent periodicals, “Hutnik” (“Metalworker”), was pub-lished – at that time as a strike paper (after the suppression, a team under Wojciech Marchew-czyk continued publishing “Hutnik” as a weekly until 1989). On 16/17 December at night, ZOMO forces and the army begin their assault. Tanks ram through the gates, and one by one, all the departments of the Metalworks plant are removed; university students who joined the strike are brutally beaten, and some 80 people are arrested. 

				13–18 Stocznia Szczecińska im. Adolfa Warskiego (the Adolf Warski Szczecin Shipyard) – around 9,000 workers go on strike. Mieczysław Ustasiak – the ZR vice-chair – is chosen to lead the Regional Strike Committee (RKS). The RKS also includes Andrzej Milczanowski – lawyer, advisor to the ZR, and the de facto leader of the strike; Ryszard Drewniak, Tadeusz Lichota, 
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				Stefan Niewiadomski and Ewaryst Waligórski – member of the ZR Presidium. The MKS (Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee) announces a general strike in the region and demands all ar-rested Solidarity activists be released. During the night of 13/14 December, ZOMO forces and the Polish People’s Army – with several dozen tanks and APCs – surround the Shipyard. Land-ing craft started a blockade from the side of the Oder River. Medical transports and ambu-lances also take positions in front of the shipyard. Each soldier receives two magazines with live rounds and one magazine with blanks. On 15–16 December at 01:00 a.m., ZOMO forces start suppressing the protest. Several dozen people are arrested. In the immediate future, the workers either don’t show up or take a work-to-rule strike approach. On 18 December, the authorities closed the shipyard for two weeks, and 1,015 workers were fired.

				13–18 Zakłady Rafineryjne w Gdańsku (Gdańsk Refinery) – on 18 December, ZOMO forces performed a suppression action at the facility, beating up and handcuffing the striking workers.

				13–19 Zakłady Azotowe w Puławach (Puławy Nitrogen Plant): On 19 December, ZOMO forces performed a suppression action, and the SB (Security Service) arrested 20 people. 

				13–19 Port Gdański (Port of Gdańsk) – A strike Committee is established composed of Stanisław Jarosz (Chair), Antoni Grabarczyk, Jan Hałas, Andrzej Michałowski, Leszek Świtek and Andrzej Urbański. The KS surrounds the facility with tankers filled with crude oil and pet-rol, as well as with rail cars with sulphur covered with straw doused in petrol and threatens that if ZOMO forces were to attack the tankers, the rail cars would be set on fire. On 19 Decem-ber, the Polish Navy attacks the port from the sea. After the KS receives safety guarantees, the strike is dissolved.

				13–20 Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Anna” (“Anna” Hard Coalmine) in Pszów – the mili-tary commissar of the mine, wanting to counter information on a violent suppression of the protest at the “Jastrzębie” KWK, allows a delegation to visit that mine. After the delegation informs them that protests in Jastrzębie have ended violently, miners at “Anna” go down into the tunnels to continue the strike. The 102 miners protesting at the bottom of the mine ended their strike on 20 December. One of the leaders, Marcin Dzierżawa, was fined by the misdemeanour court.

				13–23 Huta “Katowice” (“Katowice” Metalworks) in Dąbrowa Górnicza – approx. eight thousand workers go on strike. Antoni Kusznier has been appointed chair of the strike com-mittee. On 14 December, tanks, APCs, and short-range tactical buses (so-called “minibuses”) with barred windows enter the facility. After taking over and destroying the office premises, ZOMO forces leave the facility, and the striking workers erect a new barricade. The gate is welded shut, and the workers organise their own police force tasked with defending the facil-ity against subsequent assaults. The KS is turned into the MKS, which issues an appeal to the citizens of the Zagłębie and Silesia regions. The MKS demands that all members of NSZZ “Soli-darity” be released, all ZOMO forces be removed from the Metalworks facility and surrounding 
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				area, communications with the rest of the country be restored, and the military law be lifted, and threatens that if ZOMO attacks again, the striking workers will extinguish the blast furnace which will result in a huge loss and pose a risk of a building collapse. During a mass celebrated by Rev. Józef Dezor in the medium mill, the striking workers vow to remain at their posts and fight until death. On 23 December at 5:30 a.m., after 11 days of resisting, Antoni Kusznier, wanting to avoid bloodshed, decides to dissolve the MKS. On the last day of the protest, ap-proximately 3,000 metalworkers remained on strike. Since the first day of the strike at the Metalworks, a periodical “Wolny Związkowiec” (“Free Union Man”) has been published – dur-ing the 11 days of protests, 22 issues were released. After the suppression of workers at the Metalworks plant, members of the editorial office were all arrested and sentenced: Henryk Doczyk for 6.5 years in prison, Zbigniew Kupisiewicz – for 5.5 years, Aleksandra Trzaska – for 5 years, Janusz Jasick4 years, Andrzej Grzebielucha – 3 years.

				14 Huta Silesia in Katowice (Silesia Metalworks in Katowice) – The crew declared an occupa-tion strike during the morning shift. The facility was secured, a police force was appointed, and entry was only allowed to those with appropriate passes. In the evening, brutal suppres-sion took place; Citizen’s Militia (MO) forces exhibited tremendous cruelty as they attacked the students present at the facility.

				14 Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Halemba” (“Halemba” Hard Coalmine) in Ruda Śląska – A strike is proclaimed by approx. five hundred miners during the morning shift. The first Strike Committee is headed by Ryszard Soboń, Jan Skiba and Roman Kordon. After receiving information from messengers that “Halemba” is the only workplace in the city that went on strike, the KS decides to end the strike; however, the crew is divided on the issue. When the KS negotiates the terms and conditions of ending the protest with management, the second faction of the KS comes to the forefront: Piotr Gonsior (chair), Jacek Sokal, and N.N. A total of 286 miners continued the protest. Late in the evening, ZOMO and MO forces attack the mine and meet no resistance. For organising and spearheading the strike, the following sentences were passed: Piotr Gonsior and Jacek Sokal – 3 years in prison, Roman Kordon – 2 years sus-pended sentence for five years, and Jan Skiba – 1.5 years suspended sentence for 5 years.

				14 The Zakłady Przemysłu Dziewiarskiego “Bistona” (“Bistona” Knitting Mill) in Łódź – Sup-pression action takes place at around 11:00 p.m.

				14 The Przędzalnia Czesankowa Anilany “Polanil” (“Polanil” Acrylic Fiber Spinning Mill in Łódź) – After midnight (15 December), the military and Citizens’ Militia force their way into the facility and order the crew to end the protest. The workers obey the order. After leaving the building, tear gas canisters are thrown at them. The SB arrests Ryszard Kostrzewa, the chair of the KZ at the Ema-Elester factory, who was in the “Polanil” mill at the time.

				14 Zakłady Tekstylno-Konfekcyjne “Teofilów” (“Teofilów” Textile and Clothing Mill) in Łódź – The strike begins at 09:00 a.m. After the Strike Committee, which consists of a dozen or so 
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				people, unsuccessfully negotiates with management about ending the strike, military forces enter the facility after midnight (15 December) and remove the crew.

				14–15 The Zakłady Mechaniczne “Ursus” k. Warszawy (“Ursus” Industrial Plant near War-saw) – approximately three hundred people go on strike. Jerzy Kaniewski, a member of the KZ, has been chosen as chair of the Strike Committee. Shortly after midnight (15 December), ZOMO forces suppress the strike; 60 people are detained, nine of whom are arrested.

				14–15 Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Manifest Lipcowy” (“Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalm-ine) in Jastrzębie – approximately two thousand miners go on strike. Jan Bożek is appointed chair of the Strike Committee. On 15 December, ZOMO forces attacked using tear gas and pyrotechnic materials, and the military broadcasted an appeal to the crew through portable speakers, calling for an end to the strike and giving assurances that they would not fire on the workers. Tanks break through the barricade, and a special platoon of around a dozen troops enters the mine. Shots are fired, and five miners are injured.

				14–15 Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Staszic” (“Staszic” Hard Coalmine) in Katowice – Mem-bers of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Plant Commission announce an occupational strike and create a police force to secure the mine. The next day, at around 09:00 a.m., a suppression effort by ZOMO and MO forces begins, lasting several hours. Residents of the Dom Górnika (Miners’ Home) are treated especially brutally.

				14–15 The Stocznia im. Komuny Paryskiej (Paris Commune Shipyard) in Gdynia – on 15 De-cember, ZOMO forces brought in from Słupsk and two armoured groups of the Polish Peo-ple’s Army, numbering 556, took suppression action against the workers.

				14–17 The Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Andaluzja” (“Andaluzja” Hard Coalmine) in Piekary Śląskie – approximately two thousand five hundred miners go on strike. Leszek Pietraszczyk becomes the chair of the Strike Committee. On the evening of 16 December, when the news about the suppression of the “Wujek” Mine reaches them, the KS sends miners to Katowice to confirm the information about the killed and wounded. After they return and report to the crew, Leszek Pietraszczyk opens the mine’s gates – the decision to continue the protest is left to each person individually. On 17 December at 04:30 a.m., the strike ends.

				14–17 The Fabryka Samochodów Ciężarowych w Lublinie (Truck Factory in Lublin) – ap-prox. five thousand workers go on strike. On 17 December at 04:00 a.m., ZOMO forces con-duct a suppression action with the use of tear gas and smoke canisters; workers exiting the facility are beaten with nightsticks.

				14–17 The Fabryka Wagonów “Pafawag” (“Pafawag” Rail Car Factory) and 14–19 Dolnośląskie Zakłady Wytwórcze Maszyn Elektrycznych “Dolmel” (“Dolmel” Lower Silesia Electrical Machine Factory) in Wrocław – on 14 December “Pafawag” and “Dolmel” unite as a single strike centre – 600–800 people go on strike. RKS members Władysław Frasyniuk, 
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				Piotr Bednarz, and several others manage to get into the facility. During the night of 14/15 December, ZOMO and the army began to commence suppression operations. The RKS mem-bers leave the facility. The workers are held under guard; some are transported to jail. De-spite this, the protest continued, albeit to a significantly lesser extent. On 16 December, RKS members reappear briefly but cannot organise the terrorised work crews. On 18 December, however, “Dolmel” went on strike again, resulting in the whole plant being put under military leadership – this effectively ended the protest. On Saturday, 19 December, the strike ended for good.

				14–18 The Fabryka Łożysk Tocznych (Rolling Bearing Factory) in Kraśnik – During the night of 17–18 December, ZOMO forces suppress the strike using smoke canisters, tear gas, and nightsticks.

				14–19 The Fabryka Maszyn Rolniczych “Agromet-Archimedes” (“Agromet-Archimedes” Farming Machine Factory) in Wrocław – approximately seven hundred people go on strike. Mieczysław Sieradzki and Jan Słupicki are chosen as leaders of the Strike Committee. On the morning of 15 December, the military enters the facility by ramming through the gate, after which the Citizens’ Militia takes over the suppression action. On 16–17 December, the protest shifts towards passive resistance. The strike ends on 19 December.

				14–21 The Centrum Komputerowych Systemów Automatyki i Pomiarów “Mera-Elwro” (“Mera-Elwro” Centre for Computerized Automation and Measurement Systems) in Wrocław – ZOMO forces and the military make three attempts at suppressing the protest, but the women defending the facility block the tanks from entering. After the Strike Committee is dissolved, the centre still does not resume work. The protest lasts until the end of the first week of martial law, with the protest at the Mechanical Department ending on 21 December.

				14–28 The Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Piast” (“Piast” Hard Coalmine) in Tychy–Bieruń Nowy – approximately two thousand miners go on strike, remaining 650 metres under-ground. The Strike Committee includes Krzysztof Młodzik and Stanisław Trybuś. The diffi-cult conditions and uncertainty about their future and that of their loved ones cause several miners to suffer a nervous breakdown. The press and television spread information about the continuing terror tactics employed during the strike. On 24 December, a member of the clergy, Bishop Czesław Zimniak, goes down to the miners and grants them general absolu-tion. Consecrated bread, each torn into four pieces, is distributed while the assembled sing Christmas carols. On 28 December, the KS decided to suspend the strike even though part of the crew, around 200 miners, wished to continue. At 20:00, about 1,000 people ascend to the surface. They sing the national anthem “Poland Is Not Yet Lost” during their ascent. Zbig-niew Bogacz, Wiesław Dudziński, Andrzej Machalica, Andrzej Oczko, Stanisław Paluch, Adam Urbańczyk and Wiesław Zawadzki are all arrested.

				15–18 The Fabryka Maszyn Budowlanych “Bumar-Fadroma” (“Bumar-Fadroma” Construc-tion Machine Factory) in Wrocław – On 15 December, in the afternoon, Władysław Frasyniuk 
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				and Józef Pinior arrive at the plant from the “Pafawag” and “Dolmel” factories, maintaining the protest that is on the verge of collapse. On 16 December, the strike is suppressed. The fac-tory is liquidated since the crew does not resume work on 18 December.

				15–18 The Fabryka Automatów Tokarskich (Automatic Lathe Factory) in Wrocław (FAT) – Af-ter the suppression action at Dolmel (14–15 December), FAT becomes the new headquarters of the RKS Dolny Śląsk. On the morning of 16 December, a suppression action at the facility begins, lasting 4 hours. ZOMO forces arrest people according to pre-prepared employee lists. RKS members managed to leave the facility; however, the strike continued. On 18 December, another ZOMO intervention occurred – the factory was liquidated, and all employees were fired. 

				15–23 The Kopalnia Węgla Kamiennego “Ziemowit” (“Ziemowit” Hard Coalmine) in Tychy–Lędziny – more than 2,000 miners go on strike, staying 500 metres underground. Mirosław Stroczyński, Ignacy Stawarz and Adam Wawrzuta are selected to lead the Strike Committee. After the suppression of the protest in the “Wujek” Mine, the miners threaten to blow up the shaft if government forces intervene. They detonate a small charge and rig the main shaft to explode to make their threat credible. On 17 December, a priest goes down below to the protesters and, after a short prayer, grants them general absolution – forgiveness of their sins – should they die. In connection with false allegations concerning physical and psychologi-cal terror employed during the strike, 1,400 protesters signed a declaration that all partici-pants were there voluntarily. However, difficult conditions and uncertainty about the future, tremendous psychological strain result in illness, and some suffer nervous breakdowns. On 23 December at 05:00 a.m., the KS decides to end the strike. Some miners wish to go to the “Piast” Mine; however, they all ascend to the surface, i.e. 700–1,000 miners. They exit in silence; the last to leave is Mirosław Stroczyński.

				14

				The TASS press agency declares that all measures undertaken in Poland are its own internal affairs.

				In Warsaw, the Prymasowski Komitet Pomocy Osobom Pozbawionym Wolności i ich Rodzinom (The Primate’s Committee to Aid Prisoners and their Families) is created, sanctioned by way of a decree issued by the Primate of Poland, Archbishop Józef Glemp, dated 17 Dec 1981. The Com-mittee comprises inter alia, chair – Bishop Władysław Miziołek, Rev. Bronisław Dembowski, Rev. Józef Maj, Rev. Tadeusz Sitko, Sister Maksymiliana Wojnar; Section 1: Information – head Jadwiga Dębowska; Section 2: Legal – head atty. Jan Radlicki, lawyers: Maciej Bednarkiewicz, Mieczysław Grabiński, Wiesław Johann, Anna Zang-Pomorska, Jerzy Woźniak et al.; Section 3: Prisoner Ma-terial Aid – Krystyna Zachwatowicz-Wajda, Maria Owczarska-Bogdańska, Maria Korniłowicz et al.; Section 4: Material Aid to Families of the Internees – Maja Komorowska, Teresa Horodyska, Jan Wróblicki, Elżbieta Zawistowska, Maria Misiurewicz et al.; Section 5: Medical – Prof. Tadeusz Chruściel, Prof. Zofia Kuratowska, MDs: Ligia Grabowska-Urniaż, Marek Kulerski, Anna Tymow-ska, Ewa Wolak et al. Later, 36 similar committees are created in other dioceses and larger cities. 
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				On 24 September 1983, Cardinal Józef Glemp, by a special decree, transformed the Primate’s Aid Committee into the Prymasowski Komitet Charytatywno-Społeczny (Primate’s Charity and Social Committee), which operated until the autumn of 1989, when the cardinal dissolved it.

				A second “set” of Union leaders is created in Toruń (after the then-current leadership is in-terned). In February 1982, it adopted the name Tymczasowe Prezydium ZR (Interim ZR Praesidium).

				In Wrocław, Issue No. 1 is published in the “Z Dnia na Dzień” (“Day-to-Day”) – an underground periodical of the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Dolny Śląsk Region. In subsequent years, it will be cre-ated by Anna Morawiecka, Stanisław Mittek, Jarosław Twardowski, Joanna Moszczak, Wiesław Moszczak, Kornel Morawiecki, Krystyna Wójcik (Jaroszewska), Mariusz Łubyk, Romuald Lazaro-wicz and Helena Lazarowicz. By 5 April 1990, 394 issues would have been published.

				The Commitée Solidarité was created in Paris to support the resistance underway in Poland. Its members include Seweryn Blumsztajn, Sławomir Czarlewski, Jacek Kaczmarski, Zbigniew Kowa-lewski and Andrzej Seweryn.

				14–15

				Approximately 600 people go on strike at the main hall of the Wrocław University of Science and Technology. Marek Muszyński is chosen as the chair of the Strike Committee. Around 01:00 a.m. during the night of 14/15 December, a suppression action starts, during which Tadeusz Kostecki, Eng., aged 62, dies of a heart attack. His funeral, held on 18 December, will transform into the first street protest in Wrocław during martial law.

				15

				Approximately 1,500 people attended a rally at the University of Warsaw. The assembled crowd denounced martial law; however, a strike was avoided due to an appeal from the rector. Things were similar during a rally at the Warsaw University of Technology, which 500 people attended.

				The General Council of the Polish Episcopal Conference assembles in Warsaw. The bishops, among other things, stated that: 

				The dramatic decision of the government to introduce martial law in our country is a blow to social expecta-tions and hopes that the problems plaguing our Motherland can be resolved through a national consensus. A matter the bishops deem to be amongst the most important is to restore trade unions’ capacity, especially Solidarity to act following their charters. This relates to allowing the Chair and Praesidium of the Union to act freely. The trade union Solidarity which defends workers’ rights, is necessary to restore societal balance.

				Leaflets appear in Warsaw, distributed by the Social Resistance Committee (Komitet Oporu Społecznego), which will soon start to publish the KOS periodical. Members of the Committee include Wojciech Eichelberger and Krystyna Starczewska.
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				In Poznań, an underground informational periodical “Wiadomości Tygodnia” (“News of the Week”) is published, created by members of the Teatr Ósmego Dnia (Eighth Day Theatre). Its director, Lech Raczak, sends all his colleagues on official trips, meaning they can freely move around the country based on the documents issued. Ewa Wójciak, Roman Radomski, Tadeusz Janiszewski and Marcin Kęszycki go to Wrocław, Krakow, Warsaw and Gdańsk to gather informa-tion. The periodical continues to be published until the spring of 1982.

				Issue No. 1 of the underground periodical “Solidarni” (“Solidarians”) was published by a group connected with the Adam Mickiewicz University, including Marek Gaul and Tatiana Martin-Pie-trowicz. Later, the periodical became part of the Interim ZR Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) and was printed for a long time in Jan Kołodziejski’s apartment.

				Issue No. 1 of the “Niezależny Serwis Informacyjny” (“Independent News Service”) was pub-lished in Gdańsk; it was printed by the Alternatywy Publishing House (some of its members include Zbigniew Nowek, Piotr Kapczyński and Marek Wachnik). The periodical was published regularly from March 1982 (18 issues), after which it was supplanted by “Gdańsk” – published with much better graphics (17 issues until July 1983). During the initial days of martial law, the Alternatywa Publishing House also printed a lot of leaflets, including an appeal to military and MO personnel, calling for them to disobey orders aimed against society.

				In Szczecin, the first underground “Jedność” (“Unity”) issue is released in A4 format, printed using a duplicating machine. It is numbered Issue 51, with the masthead copied from the August issue of the original, including the signature mark of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee of the Adolf Warski Shipyard.

				16

				In the Vatican, Pope John Paul II issued a message to the Polish people: 

				[…] The events of the last few days have turned all eyes on Poland. It emphasises a clear uncertainty and, at the same time, solidarity with our nation. And for that solidarity, I thank you. […] The Church is saddened to learn about the interruption of this hard-to-reach dialogue and the subsequent path of violence that is martial law. This cannot happen without infringing on basic citizens’ rights. In a lot of cases, it carries with it a trampling of human dignity, arresting innocents, misery for people of culture and science, and dilemmas in many families. […] Poles as a nation have the right to live their own lives and solve their internal problems per their culture and national tradition. These issues cannot be solved with violence […]. We need to come back on the road to renewal shaped by dialogue and with respect for the rights of any person and citizen. Special respect is given to the working man. […]

				In Warsaw, the Polish Academy of Sciences Strike Committee members were arrested. A strike was organised by junior scientific workers, including Piotr Stasiński (informal leader), Piotr Gliński, Marek Kęsy and Aleksander Lutyk. In front of the Staszic Palace, MO forces broke up a crowd 
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				protesting its actions. Some of the assembled fled from the MO transport truck, and others were fined.

				In Łódź – a demonstration was held near the ZR HQ and cathedral against the beating and arrest of the Region’s leadership. Around 5:00 p.m., a brutal intervention by ZOMO forces takes place. Thirty-four people are arrested.

				In Gdańsk – around 10:30 a.m. after the final suppression effort at the Gdańsk Shipyard car-ried out during the night, protesters gather in front of the destroyed Gate No. 2. The crowd demands the release of those arrested. Around noon, ZOMO forces drive the protesters from around the monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970 towards the railway station. At 13:00, ZOMO forces start using tear gas, stun grenades, and nightsticks. Three military units refuse to attack the crowd, and in the evening, the tanks fire a salvo using blank ammunition. Street fight-ing lasted until 21:00. According to official data, 324 people were injured, and 34 of those needed to be hospitalised.

				Several dozen people gathered in front of the railway station in Pabianice at approximately 21:30. ZOMO forces dispersed the protesters. 

				In Brodnica, a youth group named Związek Walki o Niepodległość (Struggle for Independ-ence Association) started operations. Its members include Marianna Łaszewska, Mieczysław Łaszewski, Jan Kóż, Zbigniew Zieliński, Włodzimierz Szmejchel, Roman Szmnejchel and Marcin Seweryński. The young people put up leaflets, painted slogans on walls, and initiated protests. By the end of January 1982, most will be arrested and sentenced to several years in prison.

				Civil Defence patrols start appearing on city streets. These militarised troops are composed of PZPR activists who are supposed to defend the government against attacks from Solidarity extremists. The patrols don white and red armbands with the letters “PRL”, collect leaflets, and tear down posters and symbols left by Solidarity.

				WRON (Military Council of National Salvation) ordered the internment of 32 people who held high positions in the party and government (including Edward Gierek, Edward Babiuch, Tadeusz Pyka and Jerzy Łukaszewicz). The party daily newspaper “Trybuna Ludu” (“People’s Tribune”) informs that many now face criminal trials, and some have already been charged.

				17

				In Gdańsk – the second day of protests. At 09:00 a.m., the first protests, mostly school and uni-versity students, broke out near the railway station. In the afternoon, protesters number around 25–30,000 people. Fights break out downtown and the Hucisko area. The most violent clashes occur in the evening near the headquarters of the PZPR Voivodeship Committee. Groups of young people armed with petrol-filled bottles, rods, screws, and stones attack ZOMO forces. In response, live ammunition is used. Short bursts of machinegun fire hit several protesters. Andrzej 
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				Adamczyk, Sławomir Dobrzyński, Grzegorz Zakrzewski are wounded. On 23 December at the Nicolaus Copernicus Voivodeship Hospital, 20-year-old Antoni Browarczyk dies from a gunshot wound to the head. There are many cases of burns (from rocket launchers) and fainting due to gas used to fight the protesters. The Shipyard is closed until 18 December. According to official data, during the various protests and riots, 179 MO officers were wounded (including 26 severe-ly), as well as 196 civilians and 2 LWP [Polish People’s Army] soldiers. The government introduces a curfew starting at 8:00 p.m.

				A protest against martial law takes place in Krakow’s Main Square, after mass at the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Army and MO forces intervene, using nightsticks and water cannons. 

				Violent clashes with the MO broke out in Łódź before evening mass at the cathedral for the victims of the December 1970 riots. The protesters are dispersed with the use of water cannons and tear gas canisters. Several canisters are thrown into the church. 

				In Szczecin, the December 1970 commemoration is peaceful. The square where the mon-ument is located is surrounded by the military; however, delegations with flowers are still let through. At 14:00, a Mass is held at the monument.

				In Warsaw, MO forces disperse a protest – of approx. one thousand people – near pl. Zwycięstwa (Victory Square – current name: Józef Piłsudski Square) and on Krakowskie Przedmieście Street. Tear gas canisters were tossed into Holy Cross Church, and 13 people were arrested.

				In Warsaw, the first underground issue of “Wiadomości” (“The News”) – an information bulle-tin of NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia Region, is published. Initially, it was managed by Piotr Piętak and Piotr Strzałkowski; in the spring of 1982, they were joined by Ludwik Dorn and Marcin Gugulski. Since February 1983, the editorial room has been headed by Antoni Macierewicz, joined by Anna Rozwadowska and Piotr Zakrzewski. Permanent collaborators are Urszula Doroszewska, Ryszard Czarnecki, and Piotr Naimski. Other “Wiadomości” contributors are Wiesław Chrzanowski, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Piotr Wierzbicki, Prof. Stefan Kurowski and atty. Jan Olszewski. Printing is the re-sponsibility of, in order: Krzysztof Łączyński, Wiktor Krzysztoporski, Piotr Strzałkowski, and Anna Rozwadowska. The last issue, No. 366, of “Wiadomości” will be published in May 1990.

				The Komitet Oporu Społecznego (Social Resistance Committeee) (KOS) is created in Jastrzębie-Zdrój. Lech Osiak (chair), Helena Sopel, Stanisław Grzesiowski, Zygmunt Nowak, Ka-zimierz Kempa, and later Marek Bartosiak, Anna Płażyńska, N.N. (a teacher), and Zbigniew Wa-chowiec. KOS, operating since 1988, helps the families of those arrested, publishes the “KOS” bulletin, edited and printed by all organisation members, and distributes illegal press and books from underground publishers.

				The ZR Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) NSZZ “Solidarity” chair, Zdzisław Rozwalak, issues a declaration of loyalty on national (state) television. According to assurances given by mili-tary officers from the WRON, this public statement was to release all the Wielkopolska Region’s 
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				internees. Since WRON failed to keep its promise, Z. Rozwalak – brought to Warsaw to talk with minister Stanisław Ciosek – refuses to speak to anyone. On 18 December 1981, Rozwalak’s state-ment is printed in the “Gazeta Poznańska”, an official organ of the KW PZPR.

				The “Trybuna Ludu” published a list of so-called extremist activists of Solidarity and other illegal organisations interned on 13 December. The list includes Seweryn Blumsztajn, Mirosław Chojecki and Wojciech Karpiński, who stayed in the West.

				The Paris-based Radio France Internationale started broadcasting news in Polish thrice daily.

				The President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, decided that continuing economic aid efforts for Poland was impossible.

				In London, mass protests began in front of the Embassy of the Polish People’s Republic (they lasted until 31 December).

				18

				Pope John Paul II writes a letter to Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski with an earnest request and call to stop actions that result in the shedding of Polish blood […]. The universal human wish for peace is an argu-ment for lifting martial law in Poland. A copy of the letter is sent to the interned Solidarity leader, Lech Wałęsa.

				The International Labour Organization in Geneva addresses the Polish government to accept a delegation to examine the situation of trade unions in the country.

				Large trade unions organise marches in Western Europe and the USA to support Solidarity and the Polish nation.

				19

				The military commissar of Katowice, Gen Roman Paszkowski, admits that they failed to extin-guish all conflict hotbeds: the Katowice Voivodeship situation remains difficult.

				Leaders of communist European countries – except Poland – assemble in Moscow to cel-ebrate Leonid Brezhnev’s 75th birthday. In a letter to the celebrant, the head of WRON, Gen Woj-ciech Jaruzelski, and the head of the National Council, Henryk Jabłoński, write, inter alia, You show constant support for the aspirations of our country and for the needs of the workers of Socialist Poland.
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				20

				Romuald Spasowski, the PRL ambassador in Washington D.C. asks U.S. authorities for political asylum. In a televised address, he declares that introducing martial law infringes fundamental human rights and is not an internal Polish matter.

				Archbishop Luigi Poggi arrives in Warsaw, who was an envoy from the pope and head of the team for permanent contacts between the Holy See and the then Polish government.

				A group of intellectuals organised at the Doświadczenie i Przyszłość (Experience and Future) debate club prepares a report: a preliminary assessment of the situation as of 20 December 1981 and elements of short-term forecasts.

				Due to fears of an emerging free press, a ban on the sales of paint and inks, solvents, and varnishes and limits on the sales of notebooks and paper were imposed; however, this did not prevent more underground press from being published.

				20 December is also the date of a document of the Ministry of Internal Affairs with an annota-tion “Secret” and titled: “Information on the activities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of National Defence during martial law”:

				[…] Special operations cooperating with the MO forces included 80,000 personnel, over 1,600 tanks, approx. 1,200 APCs, 660 IFVs, and over 9200 automobiles. […] During the night of the 12th/13th of the current month, operation “Azalia” was conducted, securing radio and TV facilities and blocking telecommunications, which included 320 sites in 34 voivodeships and 60 sites in Warsaw itself. The operation prevented the enemy from mobilising forces for protests. Taking over radio and television allowed us to positively reinforce society from the moment martial law went into effect. The military provided a big help in the operation (14,470). […] On 13 December of the current year at midnight, operation “Jodła” commenced nationwide. It aimed to intern persons regarding whom, due to their previous behaviour, there was justified suspicion that they would engage in actions threatening societal interests and national defence if left free. The operation used the ele-ment of surprise to its utmost. Actions outlined in the plan and under martial law conditions resulted in 3,173 persons being interned by noon on 13 December, constituting over 70% of the number assumed. In accord-ance with binding provisions of martial law, internment action will be continued. By 20 December at 08:00 a.m., 4,732 people were interned during its course. In that time, disciplinary conversations were conducted with 5,171 persons, 4,749 of whom undertook to follow the existing legal order and not take actions to the detriment of the PRL. Persons refusing to submit loyalty declarations are usually interned (379). Alongside the operation above, action was taken to quickly and efficiently prosecute persons who commit particularly dangerous crimes during martial law. In particular, criminal proceedings were launched against NSZZ “Solid-arity” and the Niezależne Zrzeszenie Studentów – NZS (Independent Students’ Association) (NZS)) activists who did not cease their trade union activity and tried to stir public unrest or cause riots, including spreading misinformation, organising strikes and protests. Most of these proceedings were launched on a summary basis. By 20 December of the current year, proceedings and arrests included 363 people, of which the Mili-tary Prosecutors’ Offices prosecuted 105. […]
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				In Hyde Park in London, several thousand people participated in a demonstration supporting Solidarity organised by Tadeusz Jarzębowski – founder of “Solidarity with Solidarity”.

				21

				Outgoing UN Secretary Kurt Waldheim appeals for respect for human rights in Poland. He de-clares that the current aggravation of relations between East and West is at its most dangerous level since the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962.

				In answer to the appeal of all French trade union headquarters, except the Communist CGT, all work in France is stopped between 11:00 a.m. and noon to manifest solidarity with Polish workers. At the same time, the radio broadcasts on all channels a special programme devoted to the situation in Poland, prepared by union activists and ended with a minute of silence in honour of the victims of repression.

				In Gdańsk–Oliwa, Molotov cocktails were thrown at the MO precinct station.

				22

				Member states of the European Economic Community issued a statement stating that they deem repressions in Poland to be a blatant infringement of “The Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe” signed in Helsinki on 1 August 1975.

				23

				Security forces suppressed an occupation strike at the “Katowice” Metalworks.

				Miners from the “Ziemowit” Hard Coalmine end their strike.

				The President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, decided to impose economic sanctions on the PRL. Restrictions include suspending government credit guarantees, suspending Polish aviation privileges in the U.S., and withdrawing fishing rights in American waters. In subsequent weeks, other Western countries joined the sanctions.

				The Minister of Metalworking and Machine Industry Zbigniew Szałajda postpones the recom-mencement of work at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard from 28 December 1981 to 4 Janu-ary 1982 – due to the need to secure materials for production and proper work start-up preparation.

				24

				Archbishop Luigi Poggi delivers an official letter from Pope John Paul II to Gen Wojciech Jaru-zelski. Archbishop L. Poggi celebrates Mass at Warsaw’s St. John’s Arch-Cathedral, attended by around five thousand faithful.
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				Curfew is suspended for the night of Christmas Eve. The following day, Polish radio broad-casts midnight mass celebrated at the Holy Cross Church, during which a blessing of the Primate of Poland is read, addressed to all the faithful held in prisons and hospitals, to farmers and workers, metalworkers and shipbuilders.

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski declares that a national consensus is still possible. He announced that martial law would remain in force for as long as necessary and not an hour longer. In his Message to the Nation, he writes, inter alia, Citizens! The state’s dissolution process has been stopped. An end has been put to anarchy. The personal safety of the citizens is increasing. The country faced the first severe winter attack. 

				The Ministry of Communications provides coin/card-operated telephones for contact with emergency medical services, the fire brigade and the MO.

				In Polkowice, there was an arson attempt at the Municipal and Gmina PZPR Committee headquarters.

				The President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, lit a candle in the window of the White House as a sign of solidarity with the Polish nation, saying that the gesture was a small, but signifi-cant expression of our solidarity with the Polish people. 

				The “Pasterka wojenna” (“Wartime Midnight Mass”) by Ewa Smolińska and Andrzej Szczep-kowski was staged at St Anne’s Church in Warsaw.

				25

				Pope John Paul II, while offering his best wishes and blessing to the 50,000 faithful gathered at St Peter’s Square in Rome, says, inter alia, I speak to you, all Poles gathered here, those in the Moth-erland, and elsewhere in the World. I speak to you, representatives of Solidarity. I offer my best wishes to all those who suffer separated from their families. I speak to you saying – Raise your hand, Child of God, bless… Point the way to a better Motherland in peace, justic, and freedom. In martyred Poland, where people are banished from their workplaces, arrested, and killed in the name of imperialist goals. Polish flags fly above the crowd, and a huge Solidarity banner is raised.

				Near the coast of Alaska, six Polish fishermen board an American tugboat and ask for politi-cal asylum. Sixteen sailors also requested asylum from the “Phenian” merchant ship, which left Japan.

				The Moscow-based daily newspaper “Pravda” deems the principle of trade union independ-ence absurd. In its opinion, unions can perform their functions only if they are under the party’s direction.
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				26

				The PRL ambassador to Japan, Zdzisław Rurarz, applies for political asylum.

				27

				After returning from Warsaw, Archbishop Luigi Poggi attends an audience with Pope John Paul II. The papal envoy was not allowed to meet with Lech Wałęsa nor visit the internment camp.

				In Toruń, Elżbieta Mossakowska is sentenced to 1.5 years in prison for displaying a single leaf-let in the Pod Trzema Koronami Hotel window. 

				The American weekly “Time” magazine named Lech Wałęsa Man of the Year in 1981. The same is done by the French weekly “Le Point”.

				The Austrian government submitted a firm protest in Prague because the Czechoslovakian government did not allow Red Cross delegates accompanying a train with foodstuffs and medi-cal supplies bound for Poland and had Czechoslovakian visas to pass through their country.

				28

				Workers of the Repair Shipyard in Gdańsk go on strike in protest against ZOMO forces destroying plaques bearing the name of Józef Piłsudski. The protesters are transported to interim jail and receive fines of 5,000 zlotys.

				The longest of the December strikes – at the “Piast” Hard Coalmine – ends, and the miners ascend to the surface.

				The government announced that the meat and meat product allowance will be reduced. Farmers with holdings of more than 0.5 ha do not receive any meat or butter allowance.

				In Lima, thousands of people march under the slogan “Solidarity with ‘Solidarity’” during a manifestation organised by Polish kayakers Jacek Bogucki, Zbigniew Bzdak, Piotr Chmieliński, Jerzy Majcherczyk, and Andrzej Piętowski – members of the group Canoandes ’79. 

				29

				The Polish government refuses to issue visas to the International Labour Organization delega-tion. The PRL ambassador to the UN in Geneva declared that the Polish government could not meet with the delegates during martial law.

				President Reagan announces further economic sanctions against the USSR, which – accord-ing to the POTUS – is responsible for the repressions in Poland.
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				In Warsaw, during a conference for the foreign press, Gen Tadeusz Szaciło stated: today is the first day of peace in Poland, as no strikes are happening and there is no civil unrest. In many work-places, a so-called verification of the journalist, justice, and education sectors was conducted, which, in reality, was a purge aimed against members of Solidarity.

				30

				The voivodeship court in Łódź sentences Andrzej Słowik and Jerzy Kropiwnicki to 4.5 years in prison. On 18 February 1982, the Supreme Court in Warsaw, with S. Kotowski presiding, due to a revision by the prosecutor, increased the appealed sentence for A. Słowik and J. Kropiwnicki to 6 years. The prosecutor is the Attorney General F. Pasturczak.

				WRON introduces a work duty obligation for men aged 18–45 and orders the postponement of elections to national councils until prevailing conditions allow them to be conducted in an atmos-phere of social peace and in accordance with the PRL’s constitutional principles.

				31

				Curfew is suspended for 24 hours to allow citizens to meet for New Year’s celebrations.

				The USA suspended commercial air travel to Poland and, several days later, to the USSR. 

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1982

				January

				In Warsaw, the Międzyzakładowy Komitet Koordynacyjny (MKK) (The Inter-Enterprise Coordina-tion Committee (MKK)) is created. One of the initiators and the first leader was Marek Hołuszko. After his arrest in November 1982, he was replaced by Maciej Zalewski, who, after his arrest in March 1983, was replaced by Ewa Choromańska. The main demands of the MKK are lifting martial law, the release of all internees and those under arrest, and restoring Solidarity. The MKK is struc-tured into microregions – the Praesidium is composed of representatives of the various districts of Warsaw and surrounding areas (Mokotów, Wola, Piaseczno, Międzylesie, Pyry, etc.). The organi-sation promotes a “long march” strategy – for workplaces, a minimum operations programme to preserve Solidarity by maintaining crew unity and raising awareness and strength. This was to be done by the zakładowe kasy oporu (trade union press), and the Towarzystwo Uniwersytetów Robotniczych (Worker University Association). 

				The CDN Publishing House began operations in Warsaw and soon became one of the largest underground publishers in the country, printing books, several independent papers, and peri-odicals. CDN’s leader is Czesław Bielecki.

				In Świebodzin, a group is founded under the name Podziemie NSZZ “Solidarność” Ziemi Świebodzińskiej (NSZZ “Solidarity” Underground of the Świebodzin Lands), distributing leaflets and posters. People active in it include Andrzej Blek, Hubert Błaszczyk, Wacław Ertel, Jan Gie-rasimowicz, Zbigniew Leszczyński, Romuald Mackaniec, Ryszard Matwiejczyk, Ryszard Noga-jewski, Adam Ochędzan, Regina Padurska, Maria Rejment-Proch, Tadeusz Rzeszótko, Marian Smorawiński, Czesław Stasiak, Mieczysława Woch and Paweł Zalisz. 

				1

				In a speech to the faithful gathered in the Vatican, Pope John Paul II states: 

				Solidarity… That word speaks of a great effort by the working people of my homeland to secure the genu-ine dignity of the worker. People have the right to create independent unions to safeguard their social, familial, and individual rights. […] Solidarity is a part of the modern-day heritage of the working man in my Motherland.
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				In his New Year’s address, the head of the National Council, Henryk Jabłoński, issues thanks to the commissioned officers and soldiers of the Polish People’s Army and public order services for their dedicated and gruelling [!] service for their decisiveness, but also tactful and kind approach to the citizenry. 

				The official exchange rate of the U.S. dollar increases to 80 zlotys.

				The popular newspaper “Kurier Polski” (“Polish Courier”) resumes operations. Declarations of loyalty are signed by 40 out of 60 employees.

				Issue No. 1 of the underground “Biuletyn Informacyjny” NSZZ “Solidarność” Regionu Białystok (“Information Bulletin” of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Białystok Region) is published. It was prepared by Krzysztof Burek and Dariusz Boguski. The Tymczasowe Prezydium Regionalnego Międzyzakładowego Komitetu Strajkowego (RMKS) (Interim Praesidium of the Regional Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee) uses the bulletin to issue a call for active and passive resistance against the authorities.

				2

				In Warsaw, Issues No. 1 and 2 (dated 7 January) of the underground “Tygodnik Wojenny” (“War-time Weekly”) have been published (the first few issues have the subtitle NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazo-via Region). By March 1985, 105 issues will be released. The editorial room included such names as, in various periods, Piotr Stańczyk, Włodzimierz Cichomski, Waldemar Baraniewski, Piotr Schu-bert, Jan Strękowski, Ewa Nawój, Ryszard Holzer, Piotr Bigoś, Mateusz, and Joanna Wyrwichowie, Krzysztof Czabański, Ernest Skalski, Andrzej Kaczyński, Jan Doktór, Stanisława Domagalska and Andrzej Fedorowicz.

				In Toruń, Issue No. 1 of the “Toruński Informator Solidarności” (“Toruń Solidarity Informer”) is published. It continues to operate throughout the 1980s. In its initial run, it was edited by Jan Hanasz, Roman Spandowski and Andrzej Kaczor. 

				In Gniezno, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				People interned in Załęże started a protest. They demanded the right to participate in holy mass and sing religious and patriotic hymns with their windows open. As punishment, their right to family visitations was revoked, and their right to go outside was suspended for three days, as was the right to use the common room. After a few days, the prison service allowed them to participate in Holy Mass. 
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				Classes in primary and secondary schools resume after a 3-week hiatus. At the same time, staff verification in education commences. During verification interviews, teachers, especially active ones, receive propositions to sign declarations of loyalty.

				Intellectuals sent a letter to General Wojciech Jaruzelski demanding an immediate stop to military and MO violence against unarmed civilians, the release of all those arrested, and a guar-antee of human and citizen rights by international conventions in force in the PRL. The letter was signed by Wanda Wiłkomirska, Rev. Jan Zieja, Dr Józef Rybicki, Marian Brandys, Dr Zofia Kura-towska, Dr Stanisław Broniewski, Daniel Olbrychski and Prof. Stefan Kieniewicz.

				5

				The Ministry of Science and Higher Education outlaws the NSZ, suspended during martial law for infringing on the PRL Constitution and activities aimed against the nation’s political order, slan-der against the government of the socialist state, as well as printing, copying, distributing illegal publications and periodicals with anti-socialist and anti-Soviet content.

				The KW MO in Wrocław launched an investigation into 80 million zlotys taken out of the NSZZ “Solidarity” account by the treasurer of the Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Region Józef Pinior imme-diately before martial law was imposed.

				7

				During a session of the Sejmowa Komisja Spraw Wewnętrznych i Wymiaru Sprawiedliwości (Sejm Internal Affairs and the Justice System), the Vice-Minister of Internal Affairs Bogusław Stachura informs the members about state security. Among other things, he discloses that: 

				[…] 5,906 persons were interned. Guided by mainly humanitarian concerns, in 839 cases, internment was re-voked, and by 5 January 1982, summary criminal proceedings and arrests covered 1,274 people. Against 529 of them, indictments were sent to general (339 people) and military (190 people) courts. So far, the courts have convicted 170 individuals, of which 135 were sentenced in general and 35 in military courts. 

				B. Stachura does not forget the number of victims and discloses that: 

				In general, six people were killed directly during the operations, three of whom died in hospital; 245 were beaten or injured, 43 of whom were hospitalised, most of whom have since been released. Two hundred and twenty-two law enforcement officials were injured, 35 of whom were hospitalised. 

				We also learn about humanitarian activities of the government aimed at reducing the num-ber of those subject to repression: 
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				To reduce the internment scope, preventive and warning talks are held with persons who we know may engage in anti-Polish activities.

				9

				The Obywatelskie Komitety Ocalenia Narodowego (OKON) (National Salvation Citizens’ Commit-tees) are being created with the authorities’ inspiration.

				Women interned in the prison in Fordon near Bydgoszcz are transported to a facility in Gołdap in the Suwałki Voivodeship (right next to the border with the USSR). 

				International telephone connections of Western embassies and connections with their branches in Poland have been restored.

				For the first time since martial law was introduced, the Primate of Poland, Archbishop Glemp, met with General Wojciech Jaruzelski. According to the official press, they exchanged ideas on the current situation and expressed intentions to normalise life in the country. According to Solidarity press sources, the Primate intervened in connection with the authorities attacking the care-focused activities of the Church and various aid committees (the Citizens’ Militia (MO) visited parish monsignors demanding lists of people to whom aid is granted).

				During a meeting in Brussels, Solidarity activists who found themselves in the West immedi-ately before martial law was imposed appealed for people to participate in manifestations un-der the slogan “Solidarity with ‘Solidarity’” planned for 30 January. Additionally, they deem the proposals of General Wojciech Jaruzelski sent on 4 April 1982 to ambassadors of EEC countries concerning the possible expulsion of the interned Solidarity activists from Poland as a violation of international law and human rights. 

				10

				Solidarity of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Region issues an instruction to start keeping work-place martial law chronicles: 

				[…] The occupation of Poland by the Polish military, party officials, and the Ministry of Internal Affairs is still ongoing. War has been declared on our society. We are 35 million, and though we are not armed, we will win this war. Sooner or later. We have already sacrificed a lot, and there may still be more losses. After we win, we will issue them the receipt: reward the heroes, those who suffered loss and humiliation, and punish the guilty – the most active, native collaborators of the occupier. Those are also Poles; they will not retreat beyond the Bug or Oder Rivers after the war but remain amongst us. We will require an unbiased record of all the facts to judge them fairly. 

				[…] It is a huge responsibility; we must carefully record only concrete data, as we might unintentionally cause harm. The chronicle should remain a secret to everyone except the writer and another trustworthy person to ensure its secrecy and continuity […]. Only an honest chronicle can record all the facts and be the 
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				basis for an unbiased judgement […]. Regardless of how little the contribution is, only those who contribute to our victory can enjoy freedom – FREE POLAND – in peace.

				Pope John Paul II denounced forcing people in Poland to sign declarations contrary to their conscience and beliefs. Infringing on one’s conscience is the most painful blow to human dignity, in a sense worse than ending one’s life, the pope said.

				Telephone communications in cities are restored. All telephone conversations are officially wiretapped. After dialling a number, a voice in the receiver states: rozmowa kontrolowana (this is a monitored telephone call-translator’s note). Mail is still being censored.

				11

				Flood alarms were raised in 14 voivodeships; in the Płock Voivodeship, by 16:00, around 12,000 people, more than 1,950 households, and 8,700 animals had been evacuated.

				In Brussels, ministers of foreign affairs of 15 NATO countries denounced the imposition of martial law in Poland and condemned the USSR for its role in the events unfolding in Poland. However, despite the USA’s calls to do so, no sanctions on the USSR were imposed. 

				12

				The “Kodeks okupacyjny” (“Occupation Code”) is published, signed by Zbigniew Bujak (vice-president of ZR NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia Region), Wiktor Kulerski (vice-president of ZR Mazovia) and Zbigniew Janas (president of the KZ NSZZ “Solidarity” of the “Ursus” Mechanical Plant). 

				The first underground issue of the “Wolny Związkowiec” (“Free Union Man”) was published, prepared by Andrzej Kisieliński and Jerzy Milanowicz (comprising the so-called “Zagłębie” group) and Marek Nowicki, Ewa and Marek Linczowski, Antoni Łopatka, and Eugeniusz Kowalski (com-prising the so-called “Dąbrowa” group). The title directly references the periodical published during the time of the legal Solidarity and the December strike at the “Katowice” Metalworks in Dąbrowa Górnicza.

				In a letter to the head of the National Council Henryk Jabłoński, 30 Polish historians (including ten professors) express great outrage due to slanderous and offensive articles published in news-papers such as “Żołnierz Wolności” (“Soldier of Freedom”), “Trybuna Ludu” (“People’s Tribune”) and the “Dziennik Ludowy” (“People’s Daily”) against the academic achievements and person of Prof. Bronisław Geremek, an expert of the Solidarity National Commission.

				13

				The Naval Court in Gdynia, presided over by Lieutenant Commander Andrzej Grzybowski, sen-tenced Andrzej Piecki and Wojciech Jamrozik to five years imprisonment for organising and 
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				leading a strike by the crew of the Gdańsk Refinery between 13 and 19 December 1981, after martial law had been declared and the plant was under military administration. The proceedings against Bogdan Wycichowski, Jerzy Węsierski and Jacek Kłys were dropped. The military prosecutor is Capt Zbigniew Antczak, while the defendant is Stanisław Mizerski.

				Eugeniusz Szumiejko and Andrzej Konarski, members of the Solidarity National Strike Com-mittee hiding within the Tri-City (the cities of Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot) who avoided arrest after the strike at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard was suppressed, created the Ogólnopo-lski Komitet Oporu NSZZ “Solidarność” (OKO) (NSZZ “Solidarity” National Resistance Committee (OKO). The OKO initiative, seen with suspicion by regional Solidarity leadership in hiding, dies quickly.

				In Wrocław, crews of nine enterprises go on strike for several minutes at the call of the Re-gional Strike Committee. 

				Within a month of announcing martial law, many churches throughout the country celebrate the Mass for the Motherland. At the St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko celebrates mass.

				Underground publishing of the “Obserwator Wielkopolski” (“Greater Poland Observer”) is resumed; inter alia, redacted by Ireneusz Adamski, Bogusław Bakuła, Ryszard Czapara, Piotr Kasznia, Ewa Kobylińska, Krystyna and Ryszard Krynicki, Marek Przybyła, Maciej Rusinek and later also Piotr Piotrowski.

				Issue No. 1 of the “Biuletyn Informacyjny NSZZ ‘Solidarność’” (“Information Bulletin of NSZZ ‘Solidarity’”) is published. During various periods, it is redacted by Konrad Kruszewski, Tomasz Malewicz, Krzysztof Paliński, Sławomir Raube, Krzysztof Sawicki, Zbigniew Suszczyński and Da-riusz Boguski. By 31 Aug 1989, 178 issues will be published.

				 WRON allows Western journalists to travel in Poland – they are allowed to go to Poznań to attend the press conference at the Cegielski Plant and personally meet the famous activist Zdzisław Rozwalak, who accepted martial law (in the first days after its imposition, official media kept announcing declarations of loyalty signed by heads of regional boards in Leszno, Słupsk and Poznań). Z. Rozwalak used this occasion to speak publicly and renounced his declaration, claiming he signed it under duress.

				Actors announce a boycott of Polskie Radio (Polish Radio) and Telewizja Polska (Polish Television).

				14

				Issue No. 1 of the new government daily, “Rzeczpospolita” (“Republic”), is published. One of the initiators is Sejm deputy Edmund Osmańczyk. The position of editor-in-chief is given to 
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				Józef Barecki, a graduate of the Wyższa Szkoła Nauk Społecznych przy KC PZPR (KC PZPR Higher School of Social Sciences), who was until 1980, the editor-in-chief of “Trybuna Ludu” – a mouth-piece of the PZPR.

				15

				In protest against breaking the law, 102 representatives of the cultural and scientific communities submit to the Sejm, before its January session, a declaration in which they write, inter alia: 

				We demand that the authorities end the confrontation with their own nation, lift martial law, release the internees, and stop repressions against members of the NSZZ “Solidarity”. We demand a dialogue with le-gally elected authorities of Solidarity and the Church. We appeal to all deputies of the Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland, the United Nations, and its Commission on Human Rights – to take all available steps to lift martial law in our country.

				16

				Minister Stanisław Ciosek visits Lech Wałęsa to discuss his upcoming meeting with Atty. Jan Olszewski, Atty. Wiesław Chrzanowski, and Atty. Władysław Siła-Nowicki.

				The popular daily newspaper “Życie Warszawy” (“Warsaw Life”) is published; as the result of (political) verification, 60 out of 100 journalists on the staff are fired.

				17

				After verification, Channel 2 of Polish Radio resumed operations. Domestic flights were also re-sumed, and theatres and cinemas resumed operations.

				18

				During a meeting with foreign journalists at the press centre of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Deputy Prime Minister F. Rakowski says: If not for martial law, it is beyond any doubt that with wil-ful action of destroying the most vital fabric of our economy, many Polish children would not make it through the winter.

				The Ruch Młodej Polski (Young Poland Movement) organisation states its dissolution and putting its technical resources at the disposal of the underground Solidarity.

				19

				In Warsaw, the Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference takes place–78 bishops is-sue a pastoral letter to the faithful and a letter to General Wojciech Jaruzelski demanding the 
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				restoration of democracy, the release of all detained Solidarity activists and the lifting of martial law. They state, inter alia:

				We call on all those on whom it depends to respect freedom, especially freedom of conscience and the be-liefs of every human being. […] A consequence of this respect for freedom should be the restoration of regu-lar operation of the state, immediate release of all internees, stopping pressure for ideological reasons, and stopping firing people from work for their beliefs or membership in trade unions. In the name of freedom, we believe that the working man should have the right to form trade unions, and youths should unionise as they see fit. […] Infringing on the right to freedom – we cannot emphasise this enough – is a straight route to protests, mutiny, and may even lead to fratricidal conflict. We should return to dialogue between the authorities and society.

				In Załęże, internees from several cells are put through a so-called gauntlet and then placed into solitary. Prison authorities claim it was necessary to take steps to restore discipline.

				20

				According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs press secretary, magistrate courts punish several hundred people for breaking curfew (this misdemeanour is punishable by one month in jail or a fine of up to six thousand zlotys).

				21

				In Warsaw, Issue No. 1 of the underground weekly “Wola” is published, giving columnar space to the Międzyzakładowy Komitet Koordynacyjny (MKK), (Inter-Enterprise Coordinating Com-mittee (MKK)), and later treated as its extension. During various periods, it was created by Piotr Stasiński, Andrzej Zieliński, Maciej Zalewski, Michał Boni, Andrzej Urbański, Jolanta Koral, Ja-cek Kowalczyk, Beata Pogorzelska, Maciej Rysiewicz, Paweł Kastory, Katarzyna Jaruzelska, An-drzej Horubała, Sławomir Świderski, Dariusz Stola, Inga Walc, Jerzy Wysocki, Wojciech Załuska, Krystyna Sprusińska, Maria Kołnierzak, Piotr Stańczak, Tomasz Domżał, Anna Katarzyna Sielicka, Stanisław Turnau and Paweł Ławiński. The last issue will be published on 11 September 1989. 

				In Toruń, Issue No. 1 of the underground periodical “Kontra” is published; it is printed and published by Michał Wojtczak, Krzysztof Obremski and Marian Lisowiec. The last issue will be published in 1985.

				A Red Cross delegation visits the Ośrodek Odosobnienia (Isolation Detention) Centre in Gołdap, which holds 242 interned women.

				23

				With the president of Warsaw’s consent, the board of the suspended PAX Association meets. Ryszard Reiff (the only member of the National Council to refuse signing the martial law decree 
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				on the night of 12/13 December 1981), is removed from the leadership alongside activists con-nected with Solidarity.

				International Red Cross representatives visit the Warsaw Ośrodek Odosobnienia detention centre in Warsaw–Białołęka, which holds 245 interned men. They supply packages with personal hygiene items.

				Polish authorities warn Western countries against any attempts to discuss internal Polish af-fairs during the Review Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), deliberating in Madrid since October 1980. CSCE activities are to be recommenced on 9 February (the final document of the Conference adopted in 1983 was mainly devoted to human rights issues).

				25

				The PRL Sejm passes an act on special legal regulations during martial law – with five deputies abstaining and one voting nay (Romuald Bukowski, a painter from Gdańsk) – approving the de-crees of 12 December 1981. In a speech, General Wojciech Jaruzelski states: As of today, 4,549 peo-ple are in internment camps, and 1,060 have been released. […] We will not create difficulties if these people settle down in other countries of their choosing. However, we will not be deporting anyone.

				From a speech by writer Janusz Przymanowski, a deputy of the PZPR: 

				[…] My colleagues seem not to remember that the proscription lists determined who and in what order to end up strung up on streetlights. Some regional boards included children on those lists. Admittedly, they were all above six years of age, but even Genghis Khan was more merciful as he only murdered those taller than the axes of his wagons and those were very tall wheels. Even 11 and 12-year-olds were shorter than the axis.

				The Regionalna Komisja Wykonawcza NSZZ “Solidarność” Regionu Małopolska (NSZZ “Solid-arity” Regional Executive Commission of the Lesser Poland Region) is created and includes Władysław Hardek, Stanisław Handzlik, Jan Ciesielski and Jan Pacuła.

				26

				Lech Wałęsa receives “Decision No. 182” on his internment backdated as of 12 December 1981, which informs him that he is engaged in activities that sow anarchy in the social life of the Gdańsk Voivodeship. The NSZZ “Solidarity” leader refuses to talk to the authorities without the participa-tion of members of the National Commission and advisors of the trade union.

				27

				The Navy Court in Gdynia presided over by Lt Cmdr Andrzej Grzybowski summarily sentences Mariusz Hinz to 7 years in prison, Jan Puczydłowski to 5 years, Ryszard Toczek to five years, An-drzej Klimiuk to 4 years, Krzysztof Sosnowski for three years for that on 14–18 December 1981 in 
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				Gdańsk while being members of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commission, they organised and lead strikes of the crew of the International Transport Company “C. Hartwig”. The prosecuting at-torney is a military prosecutor, Captain Zbigniew Antczak. The defending attorneys are Stanisław Urbaniak and Mieczysław Jaskólski.

				An action to drown out actors expressing support for martial law on television with applause, commences. During the “Sto rąk, sto sztyletów” (“One Hundred Hands, One Hundred Daggers”) play by Jerzy Żurek staged at the Polish Theatre, the audience boycotts Stanisław Mikulski by breaking out in thunderous applause every time he walks out on stage, thus preventing him from speaking his lines. Consequently, S. Mikulski resigned from the role and asked for a leave of absence. Two days later (29 January), a similar situation befalls Janusz Kłosiński, acting in the play “Wesele” (“The Wedding”) at the National Theatre. The next day, J. Kłosiński resigned from all his roles.

				In Wrocław, an underground radio station of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Regional Committee of the Lower Silesia Region broadcasts the first programme intended for foreign audiences; the entire programme is in Morse code.

				Based on radio monitoring of SB communications channels, a counter-intelligence depart-ment of RKS Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) was created.

				28

				During the night, the cross commemorating the tragedy of 16 December 1981 at the “Wujek” Mine is broken. The miners arriving for the morning shift refuse to descend into the mine. On the order of the military commissar of the mine, a new oak cross is fashioned and placed in the same location. Candles are burning constantly, and people are placing flowers at the site.

				A significant number of leaflets are distributed on the streets and in rail cars of the electric railway traveling in the Tri-City Area, encouraging people to light candles in their windows on 30 and 31 January at 19:20. The leaflets also call people to put flowers on 31 January 31 at 3:00 p.m. at the monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in Gdańsk in 1970. The action is connected to the Day of Solidarity with Poland (30 January), announced by POTUS Ronald Reagan, and the screening of “Człowiek z żelaza” (“Man of Iron”), directed by Andrzej Wajda at the White House on 31 January.

				29

				At noon in Wrocław, the Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Regional Strike Committee’s appeal to protest the announced price increases is answered by crews of 17 companies, who go on strike for 30 minutes. 
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				In Poznań, at the Cegielski Plant, a flag with the word “Solidarity” is flown for 3 hours from 06:00 a.m. to 09:00 a.m. Security personnel fail to retrieve the flag, and a special crew is called in to chop down the entire mast.

				30

				In Gdańsk, a manifestation occurs at the monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970 consist-ing of shipyard workers with banners and candles with the crowd laying flowers at the memorial in total silence. The MO and ZOMO forces then attack the dispersing crowd. Street fights last for several hours. Two hundred five people are arrested, mainly young men, and six are severely injured (as reported by the official press – 8 MO officers are also injured). In Gdańsk, the curfew is extended (from 8:00 p.m. to 05:00 a.m.), private telephones are still not working, and a ban on travel with private vehicles is in place. The “Zima Wasza – Wiosna Nasza” (“The Winter is Yours – the Spring is Ours”) slogan starts appearing increasingly on walls around the city.

				In a special statement, the Prezydium Centralnej Komisji Kontroli Partyjnej (Central Party Con-trol Commission Praesidium) declares that between October 1980 and 31 December 1981, a total of 14,200 people in managerial positions have been investigated; accusations against 11,500 of them turned out to be false, a total of 894 people were removed from the PZPR, and 1,813 re-ceived penalties for infringing party ethics and morality rules.

				Solidarity with the Polish Nation Day is celebrated in many countries on the initiative of the In-ternational Trade Union Confederation in Brussels. The largest demonstration is held in Chicago. 

				31

				U.S. television stations aired a 90-minute film with top Western politicians titled “Let Poland be Poland”.

				The authorities have decided to recommence petrol sales for private vehicles. From 1 Febru-ary, people can purchase fuel thrice a month on days ending with the last number of their vehicle registration plates. Passenger cars with engine capacity of 900 cm may draw 10 litres of petrol at one time, and those above 900 cm – 15 litres.

				Based on verification interviews with journalists employed in the RSW Workers’ Publishing Cooperative, “Prasa – Książka – Ruch” (“The Press – Book – Movement”) – 569 people were fired. Similar actions resulted in the firing of 197 radio and television employees.

				Issue No. 1 of the underground bi-weekly “KOS” (dated 20 January) is published in Warsaw. By 10 December 1989, 165 issues will be released. Its editorial team is comprised of Wojciech Eichel-berger, Krystyna Starczewska, Konstanty Gebert (since issue No. 3), Julian Radziewicz, Stefan Starczewski and Krzysztof Turlejski. They initiate the creation of the Komitet Oporu Społecznego (Social Resistance Committee) network throughout the country. The first few issues publish lists 
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				of collaborators from the cultural and scientific communities (including Marek Brunné, Bohdan Czeszko, Jan Dobraczyński, Witold Filler, Tadeusz Hołuj, Szymon Kobyliński, Andrzej Lam, Daniel Passent, Janusz Przymanowski).

				February

				In Rzeszów, the underground NSZZ “Solidarity” Regional Executive Commission (RKW) was creat-ed from the Międzyzakładowy Komitet Robotniczy, (Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee), which has been operating since December 1981 (its members included Zbigniew Sieczkoś and Michał Stręk). The RKW included Stanisław Marek and Janusz Loegler, and since the beginning of April – Marian Krztoń, Jarosław A. Szczepański, Paweł Szałaj, and subsequently Kazimierz Ferenc, Józef Konkel, Stanisław Łakomy and Marek Wójcik. 

				1

				The PRL government increases food prices (on average, by 241%) and heating fuel and electricity (on average, by 171%). The authorities admit that the announced compensations of 750–1,900 zlotys will only partially cover the costs of the increases (compensations for the military, ZOMO and MO forces are around 4,000 zlotys/month; the military also receives additional allowances for meat and other products). Government spokesman Jerzy Urban states that price increases did not cause protests or unrest, which – he adds – is proof of society’s maturity, as people un-derstand the need for the increases thanks to public consultations conducted by the authorities. However, his words are a lie – no consultations were held.

				In Wrocław, university students from the “Dwudziestolatek” (“Twenty-year-old”) dorm lo-cated at Grunwaldzki Square organised a protest entitled “Wypłaszanie Wrony” (“To Scare the Crow Away” – a pun on the WRON acronym). The protest consisted of beating on cookware and windowsills, lighting candles, and singing anti-regime songs). At 9:00 p.m., around 200 ZOMO of-ficers and 50 civilians entered the dorm and brutally beat up several dozen people. All are evicted without the right to move into another dorm – at the same time, it is announced that those who by 6 February will not have a registered address of residence in Wrocław will be removed from the student roster list.

				The court of the Śląsk Military District in Katowice presided over by Cpt. Antoni Kapłon sum-marily sentences Mirosław Stroczyński to seven years in prison, Adam Wawrzuta to five years, Krzysztof Sinkiewicz to 4.5 years, Hubert Żołna, Eugeniusz Krystian, Artur Polski, Andrzej Opitek, Roman Wieczorek, and Roman Zach to three years for having, on 15–20 December 1981, organised an occupation strike in the “Ziemowit” Hard Coalmine which was under military management, and established contact with the protesting miners of the “Piast” Hard Coalmine. The prosecuting attor-ney is military prosecutor Lt Janusz Palus. The defending attorneys are Mieczysław Fajnsztajn, Mieczysław Bobrowski, Stefan Brojko, Włodzimierz Wielgus, Władysław Zygmuntowicz, Michał Szeffer, Adolf Gębara, Piotr Herzog and Andrzej Rajpert.
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				2

				The Voivodeship Court in Katowice, presided over by Jan Góra, summarily sentenced Wojciech Marusiński to 7 years in prison, Herbert Rennert to 5.5 years, Zbigniew Sobolewski to 6 years, Ryszard Bidziński to 4.5 years, and Jan Legut to 4.5 years for having, on 13–23 December 1981, organised and led an occupation strike in the Katowice Metalworks in Dąbrowa Górnicza, acting in their capacity as members of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee. The prosecuting attorney was district prosecutor Jan Kozak. 

				In Grodzisk Mazowiecki, members of the Siły Zbrojne Polski Podziemnej (Underground Polish Armed Forces) organisation disarm an LWP soldier. 

				3

				The Navy Court in Gdynia, presided over by Lt Cmdr Andrzej Grzybowski, summarily sentences Ewa Kubasiewicz to 10 years in prison, Jerzy Kowalczyk to nine years, Władysław Trzciński to nine years, Cezary Godziuk to six years, Wiesława Kwiatkowska to five years, Jarosław Skowronek to five years, Sławomir Sadowski to five years, Krzysztof Jankowski to five years and Marek Czachor to three years for organising an occupation strike at the Naval Academy after 13 December 1981. 

				4

				The Pomorze (Pomeranian) Military District Court in Bydgoszcz, during an off-site session in Słupsk, presided over by the judge, Lt Bogdan Rychlicki, summarily sentences Zygmunt Goliński to 4.5 years in prison and four years deprivation of public rights, Zbigniew Zdzisław Piwowar to four years in jail and three years deprivation of public rights, Jerzy Kowalczyk for 3.5 years in prison and two years deprivation of public rights, Leonard Robert Etel for two years in jail, Cezary Surowiec and Wojciech Sulera for 1.5 years in prison for creating an Interim Strike Committee of the Słupsk Region, distributing leaflets and posters. The prosecuting attorney is a military pros-ecutor, Cpt Edward Jargota. The defending attorneys are Anna Bogucka-Skowrońska, Jędrzej Wiśniowiecki, Czesław Bogusz, Andrzej Smoczyk, Leon Kasperski.

				The European Commission approves 8.8 million dollars of humanitarian aid for Poland.

				5

				Residents of Świdnik start boycotting television. Answering a call of Solidarity, they all go outside to take a walk during the “Dziennik TV” (“TV News”) broadcast at 7:30 p.m. At the same time, many of them put their television sets in open windows with screens facing the street. From 7 February, the protest became a mass event. Authorities started taking retaliatory action: they arrested people, primarily young people, walking by themselves and transported them to Lublin or held and released them during curfew without issuing relevant passes. In subsequent days, streetlights are turned off, and later, power and water supply are cut off to homes; the authorities 
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				also introduce a curfew between 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. and disable telephones. In response, Świdnik residents take their walks at 5:00 p.m. (during the afternoon “Dziennik TV” news service). In the evening, many military and MO personnel appear in the city, and many searches and ar-rests occur, including members of the Solidarity KZ at the Wytwórnia Sprzętu Komunikacyjnego (Communications Equipment Factory). Later, going out for a walk outside as a form of protest is employed in many Polish cities such as Białystok, Lublin, Puławy and Warsaw.

				Great Britain informs the PRL and USSR ambassadors about sanctions against Warsaw and Moscow.

				9

				Pope John Paul II held an audience for Solidarity members comprised of activists residing in the West. During the event, he said, inter alia, that the free and independent Solidarity trade union is a legal organisation officially recognised by Polish authorities. 

				10

				In Warsaw, three boys pour paint over the monument of Feliks Dzierżyński in front of Warsaw City Hall and set it on fire with petrol bottles. One of them is Emil Barchański, a Mikołaj Rej High School student. 

				Most higher education institutions resume classes.

				MO forces prevented 150 citizens from entering the U.S. Embassy in Warsaw, where the film “Żeby Polska była Polską” (“Let Poland be Poland”), directed by Marty Pasetta, was being screened. The movie, harshly attacked by the regime press, was watched by 85 million Western television viewers, not counting American audiences. In the film, POTUS Ronald Reagan, Paul McCartney, Frank Sinatra, Henry Fonda, Orson Welles and others express their support for Solidarity.

				Inter-city telephone and telex communications are restored – and censored via the switch-board – like local connections.

				12

				In Gdańsk, the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970 is surrounded by barbed wire, and ZOMO forces position guards around it.

				Stanisław Danielewicz writes an article for the “Dziennik Bałtycki” (“Baltic Daily”) entitled “Wracamy do płyt, o których się mówi” (“Let Us Return to Talked About Records”) in which the first letters of subsequent paragraphs form the slogan “WRONA SKONA” [literally THE CROW WILL DIE – the word WRONA is one letter off from the abbreviation WRON – the National Salvation 
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				Military Council – translator’s note]. S. Danielewicz is fired. The issue of the journal reaches 100 zlotys (!) on the black market.

				13

				In the detention centre in Wierzchowo Pomorskie, where the internees from the Szczecin and Koszalin Voivodeships are kept, 42 people are beaten with the use of fists, nightsticks, and gas launchers– at least 12 severely, including Piotr Baumgart, Jacek Figiel, Henryk Jarząbek, Ju-lian Jóźwiakowski, Zbigniew Kuczkowski, Zdzisław Łakomski, Henryk Makieła, Brunon Mikszo, Grzegorz Ostrowski, Witold Romanowski, Marian Sadłowski, Bronisław Śliwiński and Robert Wąsowicz. The internees were put through the gauntlet twice. Most injuries are broken ribs as well as concussions. 

				In Poznań, at 5:00 p.m., a protest is held at the Monument to the Victims of June 1956. When the several thousand attendees start chanting “Leszek! Leszek!”, “Solidarity! Solidarity!” and sing the Polish national anthem – ZOMO forces brutally attack the participants who are beaten with nightsticks, and the officers abuse those who fell. The protesters run away yelling “Gestapo!” and “Biją” (“They’re beating us!”), while MO forces call them to disperse through a loudspeaker. Street fights last until 6:30 p.m. Many people are injured and beaten, and those arrested receive further beatings at MO precinct stations. Everyone is put in front of the petty offence court. 29-year-old Wojciech Cieślewicz, a journalist and graduate of the UAM (Adam Mickiewicz University), suf-fers head trauma and cerebral contusion and dies on 2 March without regaining consciousness.

				The Polish Press Agency (PAP) informs about the arrests of 194 people and the sentencing of 162 protesters who received sentences from the petty offences court. Martial law regulations are tightened: travel with private cars is banned, and the operations of cinemas, theatres and enter-tainment establishments are suspended.

				In Lublin, an explosive charge with a damaged fuse is placed at a petrol station. 

				14

				In Lublin, as a show of solidarity with the citizens of Świdnik, the “take a walk” action – a boycott of the “Dziennik TV” news service – commences: during the time the news is aired, people take walks along Krakowskie Przedmieście Street. MO patrols consist of several officers who check identity papers and detain mainly school and university students. Groups of MO vehicles block side streets. This popular initiative lasts for over ten days.

				14–19

				People interned in the Potulice Detention Centre go on hunger strike. 
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				15

				Issue No. 2 of the underground “Tygodnik Mazowsze” (TM) weekly dated 11 February, with a copy run of 6,000 printed during the night of 13/14 February by Adam Grzesiak, Andrzej Górski and Paweł Bąkowski, is published. Issue No. 1, prepared before 13 December, was not published, prevented by martial law being announced and the suicide of Jerzy Zieleński, the founder and editor-in-chief. With time, “TM” will become a central underground periodical. In various peri-ods, it was redacted by Tomasz Burski, Zofia Bydlińska-Czernuszczyk, Barbara Dąbrowska, Anna Dodziuk, Wojciech Kamiński, Anna Kruczkowska-Bikont, Krzysztof Leski, Helena Łuczywo, Piotr Pacewicz, Joanna Szczęsna, Marta Woydt, Ludwika Wujec, Piotr Bikont, Agata Niewiarowska, Małgorzata Pawlicka, Brygida Pytkowska, Elżbieta Regulska, Gwido Zlatkes, Olga Iwaniak, Joanna Kluzik; with the cooperation of Halina Szymula, Anna Sianko, Tomasz Chlebowski, Jan Rytkiewicz, Roman Stefański, Wojciech Cesarski, Renata Majewska-Kubiak, Jan Cywiński; cooperators from abroad included Seweryn Blumsztajn, Joanna Stasińska-Weschler, Marek Michalski, Irena Lasota. By 12 May 1989, 290 issues will be released.

				16

				In Warsaw, members of the Siły Zbrojne Polski Podziemnej (Underground Polish Armed Forces) organisation disarm an LWP soldier on a city bus.

				17

				In Głogów, paint is thrown on the obelisk commemorating MO and UB (Security Office) forces, who died fighting the so-called “reactionary underground”.

				On the 1st anniversary of NZS’s registration, the academic chaplain at Warsaw’s St Anne’s Church celebrates a special mass. Several MO cars and patrols are assembled before the church during the mass. At the Dominican Fathers’ Church in Poznań, a mass is held for around 2,000 university students. ZOMO forces block the entrance to the church in a show of force. Many uni-versity towns in the West hold manifestations of solidarity with imprisoned Polish students.

				18

				In Warsaw, in the afternoon, in a tram servicing line 24, during a disarming attempt conducted by members of the Underground Polish Armed Forces, Robert Chechłacz and Tomasz Łupanow, an MO officer, Senior Sgt Zdzisław Karos is shot and dies in hospital on 23 February.

				19

				The Śląskie (Silesian) Military District Court in Wrocław, during an off-site session in Katowice, comprised of Captain Antoni Kapłon – presiding judge and judges Major Maciej Harlender and Captain Janusz Lipka summarily sentenced Stanisław Płatek to four years in prison (prosecution 
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				wanted 15), Jerzy Wartak to 3.5 years (prosecution wanted 13), Adam Skwiera and Marian Głuch to three years (prosecution wanted 12) for organising and participating in the strike at the “Wu-jek” Hard Coalmine on 13–16 December 1981. Proceedings against Jan Wielgus were dismissed, and Jan Haśnik, Stanisław Saternus, Zdzisław Kubata and Alina Mucha were found not guilty. The prosecuting attorneys were Maj. Sławomir Kleczkowski and Lt Janusz Brol, court clerks were Sgt Edward Fojcik Senior Corporal Marian Załupski and 2nd Lt Emil Krężołek. The defending attorneys were Michał Szefer, Jolanta Zajdel-Sarnowicz, Włodzimierz Wilgus, Mieczysław Fajnsztajn, Jan Ziemiański, Józef Janik.

				PAP reports that retirees and people unable to work may receive a passport to the West.

				20

				Proposals of the Council of Ministers Committee for Trade Unions on the union movement are published; we can read, inter alia, that:

				The Committee acknowledges the validity of making it illegal for employees of the Ministry of National Defence and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as workplaces and institutions subordinated to it and several other national groups of workers, to unionise […]. The union members themselves will develop the struc-tures of the organisation. It is unacceptable to have a territorial organisation which would lead to political ac-tivities […]. There cannot be a reason for union activities by persons known for their destructive attitude […].

				Going out for a walk as a sign of protest under the slogan “Know your city – you already know the lies on the news” spreads to Puławy, and thousands of people participate. The authorities introduced an earlier curfew so citizens could walk during the afternoon news instead. Multiple people are detained, with students being treated especially brutally. The initiative lasts until 27 February. 

				22

				Radio Warsaw reports a decrease in industrial production in the Warsaw region: in January, it was 83% of what it was in January last year.

				WRON decides to reinstate creative unions and associations. Permits will be issued to those unions regarding which there is confidence that their operation will not exceed the norms deter-mined in their charters nor the limitations imposed by martial law.

				The Voivodeship Court in Wrocław, composed of Józef Schütz (presiding), Bogusław Włoczewski, and Kazimierz Klauziński, summarily sentences Władysław Ożarowski to three years in prison, Hubert Hanusiak to three years, Czesław Stawicki to three years for continuing union activities in Wrocław on 14–15 December 1981, creating alongside others of the RKS under which they organised and led strikes and protests on the premises of PAFAWAG and other workplaces in Wrocław. 
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				The prosecuting attorney was Deputy District Prosecutor Andrzej Kaucz. The defence attorney was Henryk Rossa.

				23

				The “Trzeci Szereg” (“Third Row”) Regional Executive Commission of the Podbeskidzie Region of NSZZ “Solidarity” is created and led by Jerzy Bińkowski (chair), Krzysztof Paszek (deputy), Adam Pawlik (deputy), Barbara Baścik, Jerzy Borowski, Karol Duda, Jan Frączek, Andrzej Kralczyński, Józef Michłanowicz, Grażyna Staniszewska, Teresa Szafrańska, Michał Wołyniec and Józef Wróbel.

				The trial of Mieczysław Gil, chair of the Metalworkers’ Commission of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, and Edward Nowak – chair of the worker self-government at the kombinat, begins. In connection with the trial, several branches of the Metalworks went on a 15-minute protest strike. Two days later (on 25 February), for leading the strike at the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, M. Gil is sentenced to 4 years in prison and E. Nowak to 3.5 years. 

				The trial of the leaders of the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej (Confederation of Independ-ent Poland (KPN)) – Leszek Moczulski, Romuald Szeremietiew, Tadeusz Stański, and Tadeusz Jandziszak – commences before the Warsaw District Military Court. The case was transferred to the military court under the decree of 12 December 1981.

				During a conversation with the Minister of Culture, Józef Tejchma, the President of the Związek Literatów Polskich (ZLP) (Polish Writers’ Society (ZLP)), Jan Józef Szczepański, refused to accept the Praesidium changes necessary for the Society to recommence operations.

				Andrzej Kijowski, a well-known writer and literary critic, has resigned as director of the Juliusz Słowacki Theatre in Krakow.

				The Japanese and Canadian governments announce economic sanctions against the military regime in Poland and the USSR.

				24

				The appeal of RKW NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Lesser Poland Region states that among other things: 

				We call on trade unions and governments worldwide to continue supporting our efforts towards peacefully resolving this crisis through political and economic means. Please continue aiding us in overcoming the in-formation blockade through technical assistance and programmes in Polish in the free-world media, paying particular attention to the accuracy of the information presented. Proper use of economic and information weapons at your disposal must prevent violence.
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				24–25

				Two days of deliberations took place on the 7th Plenum of KC PZPR. In his speech, General Woj-ciech Jaruzelski speaks harshly and critically about the USA (i.e., he discussed avoiding World War III). The Political Bureau is expanded by a fourth general – Czesław Kiszczak. The Central Committee (KC) excluded two of its members: Marian Arendt from Toruń and Jan Malanowski, a sociology professor at the Warsaw University working in horizontal party structures, who did not leave Solidarity and undermined the executive role of the party. The KC issues a resolution that unanimously supports martial law and acknowledges the creation of WRON. The KC plenum also condemns any and all fractional activities within the party.

				25

				The Polish Press Agency (PAP) informs that paper and printing plates used in polygraphy were found among gifts from Sweden.

				25–26

				The 183rd Plenary Episcopal Conference of Poland is held in Warsaw. The bishops call for social agreement to be reached, stating: 

				It should include guarantees for the justified needs and aspirations of society, for citizens’ participation in public life and social control. Parties to the social agreement are […] the authorities and trustworthy repre-sentatives of organised social groups. It cannot exclude the temporarily suspended trade union representa-tives, including the widely, socially accepted NSZZ “Solidarity”. […] The bishops and the entire society expect martial law to be lifted quickly, that the internees will be released, that those arrested for actions in connec-tion with martial law will be granted amnesty, that persons in hiding will be able to come forward safely, and that no one will be fired from their job for being active in trade unions.

				26

				The PRL Sejm assembles in Warsaw. The Marshal of the Sejm, Stanisław Gucwa, informs that Gus-taw Holoubek and Emil Wojtaszek turned in their parliamentary seats. A package of official acts on the technical aspects of economic reform is uniformly adopted.

				Paint is thrown at the monument to Colonel W.F. Orlov in the town of Otmuchów in the Opole Voivodeship.

				27

				Film Polski [a Polish national company in the movie industry – translator’s note] has withdrawn the “Man of Iron” (directed by Andrzej Wajda) as a candidate for the annual Academy Awards. One of five, the movie received a nomination in the Best Foreign Picture category.
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				Channels 3 and 4 of Polish Radio – as do most periodicals – resume operations; inter-city telephone communications have been restored; the curfew has been shortened; and in several voivodeships, the obligation to obtain a permit to change one’s place of stay has been lifted.

				In Sochaczew, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				March

				The first martial law issue of the “Biuletyn Dolnośląski” (“Lower Silesia Bulletin”) (a periodical of Fighting Solidarity since 1982) is published. Not counting special editions, 96 issues of the “BD” will be released by 1990.

				The literary quarterly “Puls”, which Janusz Anderman is on the editorial staff of, starts appear-ing in London with Issue No. 14.

				1–2

				A party and PRL government delegation arrives in Moscow for its first official visit since martial law was imposed. The Soviets declared that WRON activities met with solid support and a complete understanding by Soviet society.

				1–10

				In a detention centre in the Warszawa–Białołęka district, internees go on hunger strike in protest against martial law.

				2

				In Warsaw, representatives of the International Red Cross discuss visiting internment camps with the PRL government.

				4

				In Głuchołazy, paint was thrown at a monument to General Karol Świerczewski.

				8

				At Warsaw University, around 200 students place flowers at the plaque commemorating the events of March ’68. 
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				8–21

				In a detention centre in Ostrów Wielkopolski, 42 internees are on hunger strike in protest against the infringement of human and citizens’ rights. 

				10

				An LWP soldier is shot and wounded in a Warsaw street.

				11

				The authorities inform that 6,000 members of the Obywatelskie Komitety Ocalenia Narodowego (Citizen National Salvation Committees) are operating throughout the country, created to sup-port WRON policies.

				12

				The Security Service (SB) in Wrocław closed down a printing house where the “Z Dnia na Dzień” (“From Day to Day”) bulletin was published. Four people were arrested, but the bulletin contin-ued to be released. 

				In the “Życie Warszawy” (“Warsaw Life”) daily, an announcement appears reading: “Looking for honest work – Jacek Maziarski”, placed by a well-known journalist who lost his job.

				13

				In Poznań, a newspaper titled “Antywrona – Komentarz Małej Wojennej Oficyny Wydawniczej” (“Anti-WRON – Commentary of a Small Wartime Publishing House”) starts appearing on the streets, with instructions on how to establish a Koło Oporu Społecznego – KOS (Social Resistance Circle – KOS).

				In Poznań, school and university students created the Ruch na rzecz Samorządnej Rzeczpospolitej (Movement for the Restoration of the Self-Governing Republic of Poland); its members include Zbig-niew Czerwiński, Tomasz Galant, Andrzej Gigiel, Jarosław Pogorzelec, and Tomasz Zagozda.

				14

				In Poznań, paint is thrown at the monument to Feliks Dzierżyński.

				16

				An underground Regionalna Komisja Koordynacyjna NSZZ “Solidarność” Region Gdańsk) (NSZZ “Solidarity” Regional Coordination Committee of the Gdańsk Region) is created with the following 
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				members: Bogdan Borusewicz, Aleksander Hall, Stanisław Jarosz, Bogdan Lis, and Marian Świtek. Its creation is announced to the public as late as 6 May 1982, in a message in the underground periodical “Solidarność” Region Gdańsk (“Solidarity” Gdańsk Region).

				In Lidzbark Warmiński, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				17

				In Skoczów, paint was thrown on the Polish–Soviet Brotherhood of Arms monument. The memo-rial was damaged again on 3 April and on 23 April.

				20

				In Białystok, an NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Regional Committee of the Białystok Region is created, continuing the work of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee. Its top leaders are Roman Wilk, Dariusz Boguski, Jerzy Rybnik, Stanisław Marczuk (chair), Leopold Stawecki and Krzysztof Burek. 

				The Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich (The Association of Polish Journalists) is dissolved. As communicated by the official statement of reasons for the decision, SDP: After an extraordinary meeting in 1980, it no longer pursued its primary charter goals […] and took actions fostering the disassembly of state and social public information institutions, misinforming journalists, and making it difficult for journalists to complete their professional tasks in a socialist state.

				25

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” (“Mazovia Weekly”) publishes a statement by the leadership of the Association of Polish Journalists (SDP), issued to its members on 20 March: 

				[…] We address you in a most desperate moment for our profession; we have decided to dissolve the SDP despite our efforts to resume dialogue. This decision is a culmination of baseless and illegal repressions our community has been suffering for many months. The formal functioning of communication channels has been broken down, many publications still need to be released, trustworthy radio programmes are still off the air, and journalists are put through a disgraceful and illegal so-called verification. Kangaroo courts deprive journal-ists of the right to practice their profession, especially those widely respected in our professional community and amongst those they want to serve, i.e. our readers and listeners. From amongst those at the very top of our profession, only a few lent their quills to martial law propaganda. […] Today, the authorities have, once again, changed propaganda into a crisis-generating factor and want to do it with our hands, thus destroying the cred-ibility we managed to achieve this last year. […] The Journalistic Code of Conduct is still in effect, and no one can release anyone else from adherence to its provisions. Let the awareness that everything will be evaluated be a warning for those who think the time of contempt for honour and integrity will last forever. […]

				The letter was signed by: Stefan Bratkowski – Chair; Maciej Iłowiecki and Jerzy Surdykowski – Deputy chairs; Krzysz-tof Klinger, Jacek Ratajczak – Secretary; Wojciech Adamski, Stanisław Brodzki, Marek Chmielewski, Jacek Moskwa, 
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				Jacek Snopkiewicz, Jerzy Szperkowicz, Maciej Szumowski, Jerzy Turowicz – Members, Jacek Kalabiński – Chair of the Warsaw Chapter, Krzysztof Kasprzyk – Chair of the Krakow Chapter.

				In the Detention Centre in Iława, the interned Henryk Ossowski-Mechliński, Henryk Cześnik, Krzysztof Pawłowski and Tomasz Bednarczyk are beaten by the prison service officers. The guards were angered that the internees launched Radio InterNowa on 20 March, operated via the prison PA system.

				In Żyrardów, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				26

				The Sejm appoints the Tribunal of State and the Constitutional Tribunal.

				29/30

				In Mirostowice, in the Żary poviat, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				30

				The Navy Court in Gdynia comprising of Judge Lt Cdr Andrzej Grzybowski – presiding, Captain Andrzej Sałański and Lt Aleksander Głowa summarily sentenced Rudolf Zając to 6.5 years in prison and five years of deprivation of public rights; Eugeniusz Szymecki to 5 years in jail and four years of deprivation of public rights; Czesław Nowak to 4.5 years in prison and four years of deprivation of public rights; Wiesław Teofil Wik-Czarnowski to 3 years in jail and one year of deprivation of public rights; Ginter Albrecht to 1 year in prison for the fact that: while being mem-bers of the NSZZ “Solidarność” Centrum Techniki Wytwarzania Przemysłu Okrętowego w Zarządzie Portu Gdańsk (NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commission at the Shipbuilding Technology Centre at the Gdańsk Port Authority) which was put under military management, they organised and led a crew strike. Proceedings against Alina Sopuszyńska were discontinued conditionally for two years, and Marian Podgórski was found not guilty. The prosecuting attorney was military prosecutor Lt An-drzej Fing. The defence attorneys were Waldemar Heisler, Mieczysław Krawczyński, Jerzy Łapicki, Stanisław Marzyński, Stanisław Mizerski, Mieczysław Szpakowski, Włodzimierz Wolański.

				31

				The UN Human Rights Committee passed a resolution calling the UN Secretary-General to exam-ine the degree to which human and citizen rights in Poland are infringed.

				“Tygodnik Mazowsze” (No. 8) publishes “Tezy o wyjściu z sytuacji bez wyjścia” (“Thesis on Solving an Unsolvable Situation”) written by Jacek Kuroń, copies of which were in circulation since February 1982:
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				[…] Society is at war. […] We have a classic case of occupation, including censorship of correspondence, police curfew, mass roundups, searches, arrests, military court sentences, collective responsibility, etc. […] A healthy society’s only answer to violence and poverty imposed with violence is to fight back. All it can do is transfer that fight to other fronts. Currently, we don’t have any other fronts. This is Poland; history shows that the oppressor was only able to achieve peace for a single generation for the price of blood and ashes. Even to the highest authorities, appeals to stop certain actions can be effective only if another way to solve the problems is indicated. Meanwhile, occupation destroyed all possibilities for peaceful action, including good work. Therefore, nobody can ensure peace in Poland so long as it is occupied. […] Resistance, general and well-organised, is the only chance for Poles. […] That’s why we must – differently than before August 1980 – organise ourselves around a central point and show complete discipline. […] For many years, in my opposition activity, I was a proponent of the rule to avoid all violence. Therefore, I feel it’s my duty to speak and state that I think preparations to overthrow the occupant through mass action are the least bad option. 

				In the same issue, Kuroń polemicises with a member of the Board of NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazo-via Region, Wiktor Kulerski, who writes, inter alia: 

				What we need to do is not necessarily create an underground state but rather organise an Underground So-ciety. Therefore, it is not a central hub and total discipline towards it, but a multipolar, decentralised, informal movement consisting of independent, loosely connected groups, circles, committees, etc., with consider-able independence and freedom in decision-making. They would have to ensure constant and practical aid to all oppressed by the authorities, develop ways to circulate independent information and free thought, create a network of social connectivity, ensure the possibility of self-education and additional schooling, and provide moral and psychological support.

				Zbigniew Bujak also supports W. Kulerski’s position. In subsequent weeks, Jacek Kuroń aban-dons his radical programme, acknowledging the need for long-term actions.

				April

				1

				Zdzisław Najder, a historian of literature and one of the founders of the Polskie Porozumienie Niepodległościowe – PPN (Polish Independence Agreement – PPN) becomes director of the Pol-ish Broadcast Station of Radio Free Europe.

				In Paris, issue No. 1 of the “Kontakt” (“Contact”) monthly is published. It is edited by members and sympathisers of NSZZ “Solidarity”. Mirosław Chojecki is chosen as its editor-in-chief.

				Television Channel 2 restarts its broadcasts.
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				2

				In Biała Podlaska, a drunk soldier, Senior Sgt Andrzej Kuśpita, shoots and kills 19-year-old Wojciech Cielecki.

				3

				47-year-old Mieczysław Rokitowski, arrested on 23 March 1982 and accused of distributing un-derground press, dies in jail in Przemyśl after a brutal beating.

				In Bielsko Biała and Skoczów, paint is thrown on monuments to Soviet soldiers.

				7

				Prof. Henryk Samsonowicz is removed from his position as rector of Warsaw University.

				11

				The Voivodeship Office in Poznań seizes money on the account of the Społeczny Komitet Bu-dowy Pomnika Czerwca 1956 (Social Committee for the Construction of a Monument to June 1956) and gives it to Caritas.

				12

				In Warsaw, from the roof on the intersection of Grójecka and Niemcewicza Streets, the first broadcast of the underground Radio Solidarity by Marek Rasiński and Janusz Klekowski, takes place. A programme prepared by Zofia and Zbigniew Romaszewski broadcast on FM 70.1 MHz began at 9:00 p.m., lasted 8 minutes and was clearly audible. Following the authors’ appeal, the listeners turned the lights off in their flats 2 or 3 times. Subsequent episodes are aired on 30 April and 9 May. Later, Radio Solidarity is also broadcast in other cities.

				13

				Short strikes are conducted in many workplaces to manifest opposition against martial law as part of the Dzień Ogólnopolskiego Protestu (National Protest Day) announced by the Ogólnopo-lski Komitet Oporu (National Resistance Committee). 

				In Zakrzówek, a commemorative plaque for MO and UB officers killed in combat against armed independence underground is damaged.
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				14

				In the “Atlantic” and “Skarpa” cinemas in Warsaw, a foul-smelling liquid was poured during film screenings, which caused an interruption and cancellation of two following screenings.

				15

				Issue No. 1 of the independent literary magazine “Wezwanie” (“Challenge”) is published. The editorial staff comprises Tomasz Jastrun, Irena Lewandowska, and Piotr Matywiecki. The issue includes a guide for film and theatre artists: A collaborator is someone who uses their name, face, voice, or talent for propaganda purposes and justification of violence. Amongst actors and actresses, a collaborator will be anyone who acts or works on television or radio programmes […] and partici-pates in public events serving regime propaganda.

				17

				The Polish Primate Archbishop Józef Glemp creates the Prymasowski Komitet Pomocy Bliźniemu – PKPB (Primate’s Neighbour Aid Committee – PKPB). The task of PKPB is to […] bring evangelical aid to all brothers and sisters in the Polish nation, and in particular: the sick, handicapped, old and alone, suffering and persecuted, those without work. The initiative to create the committee came from the Solidarity artisan community that wished to aid all those in need, especially those who lost their jobs due to internment or arrest. The PKPB was set up by Rev. Tadeusz Uszyński, rector of the Academic Church of St Anne in Warsaw.

				18

				Internees in Uherce start a protest. They demand their two gravely ill colleagues be released from the camp. Around a bonfire, a group protest occurs in front of the barracks; the internees beat metal bowls and chant “Uwolnić chorych!” (“Free the Sick!”). After the camp is surrounded by ZOMO forces and the WOP (Border Protection Troops), the protest is interrupted.

				In Toruń, after a daring action, a group from the Niezależny Serwis Informacyjny (Independent Information Service) led by Tomasz Kokociński takes over four copy machines from the city hos-pital for the needs of the Solidarity underground.

				20

				In Szczecin, the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Enterprise Coordination Committee of the Pomorze Zachodnie (West Pomerania) Region is established. Members include Longin Komołowski, Włodzimierz Lisewski, Jan Otto, Jerzy Słonecki, Janusz Szaban and Jan Tarnowski. The group publishes “Feniks” and “Informacje Bieżące. Biuletyn informacyjny MKK NSZZ ‘Solidarność’ Re-gionu Pomorza Zachodniego” (“Phoenix” and “Current Information. MKK NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Infor-mation Bulletin”).
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				22

				The Tymczasowa Komisja Koordynacyjna NSZZ “Solidarność” (NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Co-ordination Commission) is established. Members include Zbigniew Bujak (Mazovia Region), Władysław Frasyniuk (Lower Silesia Region), Władysław Hardek (Lesser Poland Region), Bogdan Lis (Gdańsk Region), and Eugeniusz Szumiejko, member of the National Commission.

				23

				In Kielce, paint is thrown at the monument to Soviet soldiers.

				24

				In Warsaw, the Międzyzakładowy Robotniczy Komitet “Solidarności” (MRKS) (Inter-Enterprise Solidarity Workers’ Committee (MRKS)) is created, the most significant Solidarity underground structure in the Mazovia Region, based on a quinary system. The first five leaders were: Roman Bielański from the “Ursus” Mechanical Plant, Bogusław Gołębiowski from the Państwowe Zakłady Optyczne (National Optics Factory), Edward Mizikowski from the “Warszawa” Metalworks (in No-vember 1982 he was replaced by Wacław Skudniewski), Edward Piotrowski from the Zakłady Mechaniczne im. Nowotki (Nowotko Mechanical Plant) and Jerzy Bogumił from the Centrum Naukowo-Produkcyjnego Materiałów Elektronicznych (Electronic Material Scientific and Pro-duction Centre). Adam Borowski was the organiser and chief of the executive service (so-called special groups). The editorial staff of the MRKS branch, the “CDN – Głos Wolnego Robotnika” (“CDN – Voice of the Free Worker”), was comprised of Andrzej Machalski and Krzysztof Wolicki, later Marek Rapacki; Jacek Chmaj headed the polygraphy staff; Mieczysław Nowak supervised distribution and transport; supply was the purview of Lidia Stobbe, with Elżbieta Stobbe being the office head.

				In Zamość, paint was thrown at the Monument to MO and SB officers who were killed fighting the independence underground.

				28

				In the town of Piła, the periodical: “Lech. Gazeta wojenna RKS NSZZ “Solidarność” w Pile” (“Lech. Wartime RKS NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Newspaper in Piła”) is published.

				The social publishing house “Syzyf” (“Sisiphus”) in Poznań starts publishing the “Niepodległość” (“Independence”) periodical.

				A group of librarians from several cities (Jerzy Maj – Warsaw, Eugenia R. Dabertowa – Poznań, Jacek Szauk – Szczecin, Krystyna Bielwaska – Krakow, Iwona Książek – Łódź) starts working on a periodical “OKNO Oświata, Kultura, Nauka, Opór” (“OKNO – Education, Culture, Science, Resist-ance”) printed and distributed in individual cities.
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				In their dorms in Toruń, students organise a happening of sorts. They chant from their win-dows: “Wrona skona!” (“The Crow will die!”), “Jaruzelski smok wawelski!” (“Jaruzelski is a Wawel Castle dragon!”), “Orła wrona nie pokona!” (“The Crow (WRONA) won’t beat the Eagle!”). In retali-ation, ZOMO forces search the dorms and check the students’ identity cards.

				Jan Kułaj, leader of the NSZZ “Solidarity” RI, released from internment, makes a television ap-pearance prompted by vice-prime Minister Roman Malinowski.

				30

				Before May Day, around 1,000 internees were released, and the curfew was lifted.

				May

				1

				May 1st demonstrations take place in Białystok, Bielsko-Biała, Gdańsk, Gdynia, Łódź, Szczecin, Toruń, Warsaw, and other cities, organised by the underground Solidarity. 

				Białystok – a firecracker is detonated at the place of assembly of the government-organised march.

				Łapy – paint was thrown at a monument of Marceli Nowotko.

				Świdnik – at Christ the Redeemer Church, a mass is celebrated for the working people, and afterwards, the faithful start a march, which MO forces disperse.

				Toruń – an independent manifestation of up to 10,000 people, is attacked by ZOMO forces. During the incidents, around 200 people are arrested and later beaten during interrogations at MO precinct stations and put through a so-called gauntlet. Around 100 people are fined or im-prisoned for up to 3 months by petty offences courts. Several people were sentenced to up to 3 years in prison. 

				Warsaw – a considerable protest occurred in the Old Town, and around 30,000 people partici-pated. The MRKS organised it with the march going from Plac Zamkowy (Castle Square) through Miodowa, Długa, and Mostowa Streets to the Vistula River, where it disperses on its own. 

				Wrocław – the leader of the RKS, Władysław Frasyniuk, objects to the call to organise an inde-pendent May 1st protest; the city remains peaceful.
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				In Elbląg, paint is thrown at a monument to Gen Karol Świerczewski.

				3

				On the anniversary of passing the May 3rd Constitution, crowds of thousands gather to protest on the streets of Białystok, Elbląg, Gdańsk, Gliwice, Krakow, Lublin, Łódź, Szczecin, Świdnik, Toruń, Warsaw, and other cities. ZOMO forces intervenes in all of them. 

				Gdańsk – At least 4,000 people gather around 5:00 p.m. at the Targ Drzewny and monu-ment to King John III Sobieski. ZOMO forces attacked after the protesters threw stones at an MO vehicle, from which officers called for them to disperse. Following this, the protesters build bar-ricades, most erected in Old Town, where the fighting scene quickly moves. The barricades are defended using stones and bottles filled with petrol. Some of the rioters seek refuge at St Mary’s Church, where at 6:00 p.m., a Mass is held. After it was over, the fighting erupted anew with twice the force, stopping after 10:00 p.m. Four hundred and two (402) protesters were arrested. 

				Krakow – around 7:40 p.m., 7,000 demonstrators march to the Main Square after mass at Wawel Cathedral via Grodzka St. The people sing the hymn “Rota” and chant “Solidarity!” and finally stop at Poselska St. They are blocked by the Rezerwowe Oddziały Milicji Obywatelskiej – ROMO (Reserve Troops of the Citizens’ Militia – ROMO). Coins are tossed at the MO line amongst chants of “Targowica!” The coin tossings are then answered with water cannons. The protesters answer with stones, bottles, wood planks, and waste bins. Some participants disperse into adja-cent streets, some are blocked, and fights with ZOMO forces break out. Several groups of protest-ers gather, up to 1,000 people each; they chant and build barricades out of benches and garbage cans; when MO forces approach, they hide in churches (Franciscan and Dominican fathers). The fiercest fighting occurs at Stolarska St., where a barricade is raised near the U.S. consulate. Fight-ing at Grodzka St. continues. Water cannons are not enough to break the protesters’ resolve. Only after 9:40 p.m., thanks to mediation efforts by the Dominican fathers, can the group leave the street in peace. A silent march goes to Westerplatte St. and disperses near the Main Railway Station. Sixty-four people are detained.

				Lublin – around 8:00 p.m., a march of several thousand protestors takes place through the middle of the city and is attacked by ZOMO and ROMO forces using nightsticks and teargas. They use two water cannons and two military fire trucks. The fighting lasts for over an hour, and 34 people are arrested. Fights with the MO last as late as 4 May – at the May 3rd Constitution Monu-ment and 5 May – at Litewski Square. Another 178 people are detained.

				Szczecin – in the morning, groups of people leave flowers at the plaque commemorating the victims of December ’70. In the afternoon, 1,800 MO officers supported by nine water cannons are sent to disperse the crowd. The attacked protesters defend themselves by throwing stones and bottles with petrol at their vehicles. Thirteen MO vehicles are damaged. During the several 
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				hours of fighting, 249 people are arrested, and several dozen are wounded (on both sides). The protesters take over and set fire to an MO hotel. The fighting also takes place on the next day. The protesters are better prepared and equipped youths on motorcycles maintain communica-tions between individual groups, and many rioters wear bandanas over their faces and helmets (to protect against teargas and being identified in photographs). Two hundred thirty soldiers of the WOP reinforced the MO forces. The protesters attack with stones and bottles from behind the barricades and the roofs of many buildings. Nineteen MO vehicles are destroyed, and around 200 rioters are arrested. 

				Toruń – many groups gather at the Old Town Square at 4:00 p.m. Around 6:00 p.m., MO ve-hicles turn on their emergency lights and start to go around the Square. They call the crowd to disperse, after which ZOMO forces in helmets and riot shields attack. People are beaten with nightsticks and thrown into MO vehicles. The protest lasted around half an hour. At 7:00 p.m., a mass is held at the Jesuits’ Church. The MO forces surround the church, square, and adjacent streets. After the mass, at 8:00 p.m., ZOMO forces attack people leaving the church, including women and children. MO vehicles drive into groups of people, deploy water cannons and fire tear gas canisters. During the 2-hour-long ZOMO action, 223 people are arrested. Afterwards, ZOMO lays siege to the Jesuit Church at the Old Town Square, where 100–200 people hid. After talks with the MO, the students were led out by the UMK rector Stanisław Dembiński, vice-rector Jan Kopcewicz, and dean of the Law Faculty Jan Łopuski. Other people stay at the church until early morning, after ZOMO forces leave the scene. Most people arrested that day in Toruń were put before petty offence courts and sentenced to prison or fine. Many people were beaten in so-called gauntlets.

				Warsaw – a crowd of over 7,000 protestors gather at the Castle Square. Several minutes after 4:00 p.m., ZOMO forces attack with the use of water cannons and tear gas canisters. The protest-ers scatter in the narrow streets of Old Town. At the entrance to the St John’s Arch-Cathedral, congestion forms, and using nightsticks, ZOMO forces attack people at the crowd’s edge trying to hide in the church. Old Town Square becomes the arena for the fighting, with protesters de-fending themselves by throwing rocks and building barricades. After being pushed out of Old Town, protesters gather in different parts of downtown. Violent clashes occur between people throwing stones and MO forces equipped with helicopters, water cannons, and armoured per-sonnel carriers. The heaviest fighting occurs near the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Bridge. Using stopped city buses and concrete elements; the crowd blocks the bridge. MO vehicles driving along the “Wisłostrada” thoroughfare are attacked with chunks of flagstone. A barricade made with city buses is created at Bednarska St., at Furmańska St., a police vehicle was destroyed. After evening mass at the cathedral, groups of ZOMO officers once again attack people as they are leaving. Clashes are focused on the Old Town. According to official information, 271 people were de-tained, and 20 protesters ended up in hospital. MO losses amount to 51 officers. A 56-year-old locksmith from the “Unitra-Unima” Plants named Mieczysław Radomski died of a heart attack during the protest.
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				The President of Warsaw reintroduces a curfew between midnight and 05:00 a.m. for youths under 18 – from 9:00 p.m. to 05:00 a.m. and suspends the operations of cultural and entertain-ment venues.

				3–4

				The 184th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference meets at the Jasna Góra Sanctu-ary. A project to create a Fundacja Rolnicza (Agricultural Foundation) which, in cooperation with Western donors and investors, would help support individual farmers in Poland. The Primate of Poland presents the bishops with a concept of the Foundation and results in talks that have already been held on this matter, i.e. with Cardinal Joseph Hoeffner from West Germany. 

				On the night of 3 to 4 May, Władysław Durda, a locksmith from the Szczecin Port Authority, dies poisoned by teargas. During the 3 May protests, Władysław Durda didn’t leave his home. However, there was so much tear gas in his flat that he started to suffocate. MO officers refused to let his wife call an ambulance.

				4

				The Sejm passed an act on higher education in the form negotiated in 1981 and the act on the National Culture Council, which is an advisory body to the prime minister.

				5

				In Lubsko in Zielona Góra Voivodeship, paint is thrown at the monument to Soviet soldiers.

				6

				In Gdańsk, the official NSZZ “Solidarity” Regional Coordinating Commission of the Gdańsk Re-gion is called into being, comprising of Bogdan Borusewicz, Aleksander Hall, Bogdan Lis, and Leszek Świtek. Its members have been active underground since December 1981.

				7

				Edward Antończyk, interned in Tarnobrzeg, is sentenced to 4 years in prison for writing poems, letters, and limericks containing fake news.

				At the municipal cemetery in Iława, the monument to Soviet soldiers is damaged.
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				In Warsaw, the Regional NSZZ “Solidarity” Committee of the Mazovia Region was created, com-posed of Zbigniew Bujak, Zbigniew Janas, Wiktor Kulerski, Zbigniew Romaszewski, and, from October 1983, Konrad Bieliński.

				9

				In Żabno in Bydgoszcz Voivodeship, paint is thrown at the obelisk commemorating Soviet soldiers.

				11

				In Poznań at Fredro St., MO officers detain Piotr Majchrzak, a 19-year-old student at the horti-cultural technical school. He is brutally beaten and, on 18 May, dies in the hospital at Lutycka St. without regaining consciousness. The SB unsuccessfully warns school friends of the murdered youth not to attend his funeral. It was held on 22 May at the Miłostowo cemetery and evolved into a protest manifestation.

				Lech Wałęsa is transferred to Arłamów near Krościenko, to a former government facility lo-cated approx. 6 km from the USSR border.

				12

				The Military Court in Katowice with Captain J. Medyk, presiding, exonerates all those accused of leading the strike at the KWK “Piast” facility in December 1981. The miners are interned.

				In Poznań at 10:00 p.m., Radio Solidarity airs its first programme. It is produced by, inter alia, Andrzej Piątek, Piotr Kołodziejczyk and members of the “Obserwator Wielkopolski” (“Greater Po-land Observer”) team.

				13

				In answer to the TKK appeal, 15-minute protests and strikes are held inter alia at plants in Białystok, Czarna Białostocka, Bydgoszcz, Elbląg, Lublin, Łańcut, Łapy, Łódź, Mielec, Poznań, Rzeszów, Sędziszów, Sieradz, Skarżysko-Kamienna, Toruń, Warsaw and Wrocław. The next day, the authorities fired many participants of the strikes (including 84 people from the WSK “PZL” in Mielec), restoring an atmosphere of fear in those workplaces.

				About 12,000 people gather in Krakow around 7:30 p.m., after the mass at St Mary’s Church, at the Main Square near the Adam Mickiewicz statue. The MO forces called out to them to disperse; the crowd answered by chanting (inter alia, “WRON-a skona!”) and making loud crow imitations. At about 8:15 p.m., from all the streets adjacent to the Square, ZOMO units attack, and teargas 
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				canisters are thrown into the crowd. Counter-protest action forces employ water cannons and 2 SKOT amphibious personnel carriers. Around 9:00 p.m., the rioting stops, and MO forces dis-perse the smaller protest groups in the streets of the Old Town, the area of the Main Post Office and Railway Station. One hundred four protesters are detained and placed in Krakow jails. 

				In the afternoon, protesters in Warsaw tried to block the roundabout at the intersection of Al. Jerozolimskie and Marszałkowska Sts., ZOMO and MO forces dispersed the crowd.

				At Wolności Square in Mysłowice, an explosive charge damages the monument to Soviet soldiers. The Katowice Voivode introduces a curfew in the city. 

				The authorities intern three deans of the Warsaw University: Doc. Jadwiga Puzynina, Doc. Hanna Świda-Ziemba and Doc. Joanna Mantel-Niećko. All three were dealing with interned em-ployees of the University.

				In the town of Biała in the Opole Voivodeship, anti-Soviet slogans were painted on the monu-ment to Soviet soldiers.

				The General Secretary of the International Labour Organization, Francis Blanchard, visits Lech Wałęsa interned in Arłamów.

				13–30

				People interned in Warszawa–Białołęka go on hunger strike in protest against martial law. The strike is taken up by Lech Dymarski, Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jaworski, Czesław Kijanka, Mar-cin Król, Jacek Kuroń, Karol Modzelewski, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Grzegorz Palka, Antoni Piet-kiewicz, Jan Rulewski, Antoni Tokarczuk, Henryk Wujec, Jan Krzysztof Kelus, Anatol Lawina and Włodzimierz Żarnecki. Hunger strikes also start in other detention centres.

				14/15

				At the municipal cemetery in Olsztyn, the MO and UB Officer mausoleum is damaged.

				19

				Representatives of the Polish cultural and scientific communities issue an appeal to the PRL Sejm: 

				[…] The rift between the authorities and society deepens. Distrust amongst the cultural community and intelligentsia towards the current policies is increasing. […] Mitigating the rigours of martial law progresses very slowly. Those interned were kept despite the promise made by the PRL Prime Minister at the end of January this year. A lot of the creative and scientific associations are still not operating. Extraordinary pre-cautions were employed against the SDP, closing the union down and overturning democratically elected leadership. Also, nothing indicates that NSZZ “Solidarity” will be reconstituted. 
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				The appeal is signed by: Nina Assorodobraj-Kula, Elżbieta Barszczewska, Alina Brodzka, Z. Brzozka, I. Byreka, T. Byr-ski, J. Dziędzira, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Irena Eichlerówna, Marek Edelman, Dariusz Fikus, J. Garewicz, Stanisława Grabska, Alina Grzegorczykowa, Eryk Infeld, A. Jackiewicz, Andrzej Jarecki, Jerzy Jaruzelski, M. Jasieńska, J. Jastrzębski, H. Jędrzejowska, B. Joncher, Jacek Kalabiński, Stefan Kiniewicz, Jerzy Kłoczkowski, M. Kopeć, Bohdan Korzeniewski, Zo-fia Kucówna, Witold Kula, Zofia Kuratowska, Zbigniew Libera, J. Lutyński, Z. Malicki, Antoni Mączak, Wojciech Marczew-ski, Czesław Mejro, S. Morawski, Z. Mrozowska, Rev. Stanisław Nagy, E. Otto, A. Ryszkiewicz, J. Gempoliński, J. Siennicki, Z. Stefanowska, Julian Stryjkowski, J. Tchórzewski, B. Urbanowicz, A. Wallas, A. Wróblewski, Czesław Zgorzelski, Bene-dykt Zientara, K. Zwolińska, M. Zagrodzka.

				Automatic telephone connections were restored throughout the country.

				21

				In Mrągowo, the monument to MO and UB officers killed fighting the so-called reactionary un-derground was damaged.

				23

				The first issue of “Tygodnik Powszechny” (“The Common Weekly”) since martial law was imposed bears a mournful header.

				24

				The Warsaw Military District Court, with its seat at the Military Garrison Court in Rzeszów, with Lt Col Mieczysław Przyboś presiding, summarily sentences: Andrzej Jakub Maślach to 4.5 years in prison, Mirosław Władysław Cop to four years, Janusz Dziewa to 3.5 years for having organised a strike on 14 December 1981 in Stalowa Wola, at departments of Stalowa Wola Metalworks put un-der military management in connection with the introduction of martial law; having organised from 13 January 1982 to 13 April 1982 strikes at departments placed under military management on 13 January, 15 February, 13 March, 13 April [lasting anywhere from several minutes to several hours]. The prosecuting attorney was 2nd Lt Krzysztof Pękalski. The defence attorneys were Wiktor Kruk, Andrzej Bochenek, and Lech Świerczewski.

				In Warsaw, Issue No. 1 of “CDN – Głos Wolnego Robotnika” (“CDN – Voice of the Free Work-er”), a periodical of the Inter-Enterprise Solidarity Workers’ Committee (MRKS), was published. By 1990, 297 issues would be published. 

				26

				In Poznań, the Underground NSZZ “Solidarity” Board of the Greater Poland Region is created. It is composed of Lech Różański, Mieczysław Bryk, Jerzy Krężlewski, Maciej Musiał, Tadeusz Szeszuła, Zbigniew Dolata, and Ireneusz Adamski.
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				28

				The Voivodeship Court in Gdańsk, presided over by Judge T. Broks, sentences Krzysztof Dowgiałło to four years in prison, Tomasz Moszczak to 3.5 years, Regina Jung to three years, Alojzy Sza-blewski to two years, suspending the verdict to two years, for not having, between 13 and 16 De-cember 1981 in Gdańsk [together with J. Waszkiewicz as member of the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission Praesidium and National Strike Committee] […] withdrawn from participation in the activities and for having organised and led a strike in workplaces of the Gdańsk region and other voivodeships for organising strike committees, issuing messages, appeals, proclamations, and doing other organisational work. Jan Waszkiewicz was found not guilty and placed in a psychiatric hos-pital. The prosecuting attorney was the Voivodeship Deputy Prosecutor R. Blaszkowski. Defence attorneys were Atty. Kotowska and Atty. Szpakowski.

				30

				In the town of Rycerka Górna, paint is thrown at the monument of a Soviet guerilla fighter who was killed in that area.

				31

				In Warsaw at Plac Zwycięstwa (Victory Square, now Piłsudski Square), a granite slab was placed to commemorate the killed miners of the “Wujek” KWK, and flowers were laid. The action was conducted by an MRKS group, including Wojciech Sieradzki (originator), Adam Borowski (organ-iser), and Wojciech Borkowski, along with 100 employees of workplaces belonging to the MRKS participating in the ceremony. 

				June

				1

				Kornel Morawiecki resigns from membership in the Wrocław RKS and from his function as chief of the propaganda department. He starts preparations to publish a new periodical.

				In Grudziądz, issue No. 1 of the underground periodical “Iskra” (“Spark”), edited by Janusz Bucholc, was published. By September 1988, several dozen issues will be published.

				3

				Issue No. 1 of the pro-government weekly “Tu i Teraz. Biuletyn NSZZ ‘Solidarność’ Region Województwo Pilskie” (“Here and Now. NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Piła Region Voivodeship Bulletin”) is published.
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				The body of 17-year-old Emil Barchański, a student at the Mikołaj Rej High School in Warsaw who went missing on 3 June, was recovered out of the Vistula River. He was detained by the SB on 3 Mar 1982 when he was printing issues of the underground press. He participated in setting the monument of Feliks Dzierżyński on fire; during the investigation, he was beaten and forced to submit fake testimony that he later revoked before the court.

				7

				An MRKS group comprised of Jerzy Bogumił, Adam Borowski, Mirosław Radzikowski (traffic light emergency service vehicle), and Kazimierz Hintz (driver of the support vehicle) breaks out Jan Narożniak, activist of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia Region, who was shot by ZOMO on 26 May and remained in a Warsaw hospital at Banach St. under MO guard.

				8

				The 22-year-old Ireneusz Klimczak and 19-year-old Jarosław Nowara made an unsuccessful at-tempt to hijack a LOT of Polish Airlines airplane from Katowice to Warsaw. They intended to hijack the plane and force it to land in West Berlin.

				9

				Members of the National Commission and regional boards from Bydgoszcz, Gdańsk, Słupsk, and Toruń interned at the detention centre in Strzebielinek prepare an extensive document entitled: “Władze polskie dążą do likwidacji niezależnego ruchu związkowego” (“Polish Authorities At-tempt to Shut Down Independent Trade Unions”) for the session of the International Labour Organization in Geneva. Twenty-five people sign the document.

				In Wrocław, issue No. 1 of the new periodical was published entitled “Solidarność Walcząca” (“Fighting Solidarity”) (dated 13 June) prepared by the group organised around Kornel Morawiecki.

				12

				The Voivodeship Court in Toruń sentenced four students: Marianna Błaszczak to 3.5 years in pris-on and Krzysztof Łęgowski, Jacek Bonka, and Grzegorz Jędryczka to 3 years in prison. The court session was presided over by the notorious Toruń Judge Artur Kujawa.

				13

				In Gdańsk, Nowa Huta, and Wrocław, violent protests and fights with ZOMO forces break out in connection with the 6-months since the institution of martial law, falling on 13 June.

			

		

	
		
			
				308

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1982

			

		

		
			
				Gdańsk – a street protest of 1,500 people attempts to get to the monument of the Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970. No serious fights break out.

				Nowa Huta – protests and fights break out in large part of the district, focused mainly near Majakowski, Strug, Lenin, and Rewolucji Październikowej Streets. The MO forces use water can-nons, teargas, stun grenades, and blank rounds. Order isn’t restored until 02:00 a.m. Sixteen MO officers are injured, and five protesters require medical aid. Sixteen MO vehicles are damaged, and 116 people are arrested. 

				Wrocław – in answer to the call of Fighting Solidarity, a demonstration takes place near Grabiszyńska St. (from that point on called “Zomostrasse” by the residents) and Pereca Square (called: Gasplatz); ZOMO forces use chemical agents and water cannons, and the protesters build barricades, throw flowerpots, stones, bottles, as well as screws, ball bearing rolling elements used as slingshot ammunition. Forty-eight MO officers and soldiers and an unknown number of protesters are wounded; 135 people are detained. The Wrocław Voivode restores curfew temporarily.

				In Busko-Zdrój, anti-Soviet writing appears on a monument to Soviet soldiers.

				Several dozen copies of books by inter alia Janusz Przymanowski and Wojciech Żukrowski marked with stamps reading “collaborator” are placed before the ZLP HQ in Szczecin.

				16

				A protest is held against martial law in Wrocław, at the initiative of the Fightng Solidarity editorial room. ZOMO forces attack a peaceful march, walking on the sidewalk; 79 people are arrested.

				In Poznań, secret structures of the largest workplaces (“HPC”, “Teletra”, “Centra”, “Pomet”) and the community gathered around the “Obserwator Wielkopolski” (“Greater Poland Observor”) create the Solidarity TKK Greater Poland Region structure composed of Ryszard Biniak, Wiesław Chossa, Jerzy Majchrzak, Henryk Tomczyk, Ireneusz Adamski and Marek Przybyła. 

				17

				The Śląsk (Silesian) District Military Court issues a verdict in the proceedings against members of the Podziemie NSZZ “Solidarność” Ziemi Świebodzińskiej (NSZZ “Solidarity” Świebodzin Lands Underground) group arrested between 22 and 30 March. Prison sentences are given to Czesław Stasiak (6 years), Tadeusz Rzeszótko (5 years), Paweł Zalisz (5 years), Hubert Błaszczyk (4 years), Ryszard Nogajewski (4 years), Wacław Ertel (3 years), Zbigniew Leszczyński (3 years), Adam Ochędzan (3 years). Suspended sentences are given to Andrzej Blek (2 years), Jan Giera-simowicz (2 years), Romuald Mackaniec (2 years), Ryszard Matwiejczyk (2 years), Maria Rejment--Proch (2 years). Proceedings against Marian Smorawiński, Regina Padurska, and Mieczysława Woch were discontinued.
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				22

				The Navy Court in Gdynia sentenced Jan Chmielowski, Arkadiusz Makon, Dariusz Kaszubowski, and Anna Stawicka to 3–4.5 years in prison. All were accused of membership in an organisation bearing the hallmarks of a gang, using the name Ruch Młodej Polski (Young Poland Movement), and printing and distributing leaflets. 

				26

				The TKK appeals to society, stating that previous strikes and street protests fulfilled their role […]. Let the discontinuation of the strikes and mass demonstrations on the streets by 22 July 1982 prove our strength, unity, discipline, organisational efficiency, and resistance to provocation. The suspension of strikes and mass protests is another form of expression of our willingness to reach an agreement. We expect the authorities to take tangible steps to attest to their will to renew the talks. A call to stop the protests is to be viewed as an expression of society’s willingness to reach an agreement with the government.

				27

				In Wrocław, the first programme of Fighting Solidarity Radio (Radio SW) – a continuation of the activities of the RKS radio team) is aired. The editor-in-chief of Radio SW, the director and pro-ducer of the programmes is Romuald Lazarowicz (until September), followed by Krzysztof Tene-rowicz, Tadeusz Świerczewski, Wojciech Bartoszek, and from 1984, Jan Krusiński. 

				In Wrocław, Issue No. 1 of the publication “Replika” (which soon afterwards became the SW periodical) was published. In total, 53 issues were published.

				In Warsaw, the Solidarity Inter-Enterprise Agreement Committee is created, associating 62 workplaces from the capital city and its vicinity.

				28

				In Wrocław, after an appeal by Fighting Solidarity, a protest was held on the anniversary of the Poznań Revolt of ’56 and Radom June ’76 events; 257 people were arrested.

				In Głogów, a teargas canister is set off on the premises used by the Municipal PZPR Committee. 

				30

				The Solidarity RKW of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region is created and comprised of Jerzy Buzek (chair), Włodzimierz Kapczyński, Jerzy Sołowiej, Piotr Kowrygo, and later Romuald Bożko and Eberhard Pampuch.
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				July

				1

				The TKK created the Biuro Koordynacyjne NSZZ “Solidarność” za Granicą (NSZZ “Solidarity” Co-ordination Bureau Abroad), with its seat in Brussels and headed by Jerzy Milewski. Its task is to represent the Union in relations with the international trade union movement and to organise material aid for underground structures in Poland.

				The Porozumienie “Solidarność Walcząca” (“Fighting Solidarity” Agreement – SW) – one of the largest groups in 1980s underground Poland, is called into being. The creator and chair of the SW is Kornel Morawiecki. The SW published several dozen periodicals released nationwide, books, stamps, and radio broadcasts. The Agreement was initially a federation of groups and people brought together around shared values. Its basic purpose was to create a Rzeczpospolita Solidarna (Solidary Republic), and its most important current task was constructing an informa-tion network.

				2

				Alcohol, tea, and coffee prices are raised.

				4

				The MRKS Group (Adam Borowski and Wojciech Borkowski) spills a foul-smelling chemical in the audience of the Komedia Theatre, the director of which is Olga Lipińska, deemed to be a col-laborator by the actors’ community due to not adhering to a boycott of radio and television. The theatre is subsequently closed down for many weeks.

				5

				In Warsaw, the SB detains Zofia Romaszewska, the organiser of Radio Solidarność, as well as Anna Owczarska, Joanna Szczęsna, Zbigniew Kobyliński and Roger Noël – a courier from Belgium who brought a radio transmitter into the country.

				6

				The Sejm appoints Włodzimierz Berutowicz as chair of the State Tribunal (he serves in this capac-ity until May 1987).

				8

				A monument to Soviet soldiers is damaged in Dobodzień in the Częstochowa Voivodeship.
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				The TKK publishes a programme declaration “5 x TAK” (“5 times YES”):

				First and foremost, we fight to free the interned union activists of all levels, especially the Union Chairman Lech Wałęsa, to have amnesty announced towards all people convicted for union activities after 13 Decem-ber 1981, to stop persecuting others who were active in this period, to re-hire those fired for membership in the NSZZ “Solidarity” and union activities to their former or equivalent positions, to ensure payment of damages and compensation for moral and material loss to the victims of martial law and their families.

				Second, we aim to have the authorities acknowledge the operations of the NSZZ “Solidarity” and other trade unions so that they can continue their operations as stated in their charters and accordance with the PRL Constitution, international conventions, as well as the Gdańsk and Jastrzębie Accords […].

				Third, we are convinced that a genuine national agreement is required to end the string of mutual accu-sations. History teaches us that the members of labour groups in Poland need an independent and self-governing representation of their group interests. Martial law shows that Solidarity represents its members. We do not wish to be a government or a political party. We want to be an independent and self-governing trade union movement. We need to rewrite another chapter in our country’s history.

				Fourth, we strive to introduce national agreement principles in Poland, which we understand as, in the trade union sphere, guaranteeing proper control mechanisms for conflict resolution between the economic and social interests of the workers associated with NSZZ “Solidarity” and their families, and the national interests by way of negotiations, arbitrage, and cooperation on a company, local, and national level to minimise the need for strikes. We ascribe a significant role to the draft of the act on trade unions as decided with repre-sentatives of all trade unions.

				Fifth, we aim to guarantee agreement in the future. We will support all government initiatives to rebuild the rule of law and create a strong, just, and honest state administration. We are ready to cooperate with all bod-ies ensuring contact between representations of views and other various social circles and the government if they have clear competences and modes of operation.

				11

				Radio Solidarność Wielkopolska (Greater Poland Radio Solidarity) airs its first audio-only pro-gramme on Channel 1 of the TVP during a break in the football match between Poland and the USSR.

				In Legnica, the windows of the PZPR Voivodeship Committee were broken.

				Stanisław Janisz attempts to reactivate the PSL as an underground movement.

				14

				In Warsaw, the Komisja Współpracy Pism Niezależnych (Independent Periodicals Cooperation Commission) is created by “CDN – Głos Wolnego Robotnika”, “KOS”, “Tygodnik Wojenny” and “Wola”.
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				17

				General Czesław Kiszczak informs that 653 passports were issued to the internees and 1,058 to their family members. 

				17–18

				In Oslo, the I Zebranie Biur Zagranicznych NSZZ “Solidarność” (1st Assembly of International NSZZ “Solidarity” Bureaus) takes place. It is attended by representatives of the Grupa Robocza NSZZ “Solidarność” w Wielkiej Brytanii (NSZZ “Solidarity” Working Group in the UK), Biuro Informacyjne “Solidarność” w Sztokholmie (Solidarity Information Bureau in Stockholm), Komitet Solidarności z Solidarnością we Włoszech (Solidarity with Solidarity Committee in Italy), Biuro Solidarność w Berlinie Zachodnim (West-Berlin Solidarity Office), Biuro Informacyjno-Koordynacyjne w Bre-mie (Information and Coordination Office in Bremen), Komitet Poparcia Solidarności w Nowym Jorku (Support for the Solidarity Committee in New York), Biuro Informacyjne Solidarności w Kanadzie (Solidarity Information Bureau in Canada), Biuro Informacyjne NSZZ “Solidarność” w Brukseli (NSZZ “Solidarity” Information Bureau in Brussels), Biuro Informacyjne Solidarność w Amsterdamie (Solidarity Information Bureau in Amsterdam), Komitet Koordynacyjny NSZZ “Solidarność” w Paryżu (NSZZ “Solidarity” Coordination Committee in Paris), Delegacji NSZZ “Solidarność” w Szwajcarii (NSZZ “Solidarity” Delegation in Switzerland).

				18

				In Brenna, acid was poured on the obelisk to commemorate MO and UB officers killed while fight-ing the so-called reactionary underground.

				19

				In Warsaw, the clandestine Rada Edukacji Narodowej (National Education Board) formed on the initiative of RKW NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia. People engaged in its work include Donata Eska, Anna Radziwiłł, Mirosław Sawicki, Rev. Jacek Salij, Adam Stanowski, Klemens Szaniawski and Jerzy Szacki.

				20

				The PZPR, ZSL, SD, and Catholic organisations subordinate to the Communist party – PAX, ChSS, PZKS – created the Patriotyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego – PRON (Patriotic National Re-birth Movement – PRON). It is headed by Jan Dobraczyński.

				The Naval Court in Gdynia sentences Kazimierz Hasiak to 4.5 years in prison and three years of deprivation of public rights, as on 14–16 December 1981 while being chair of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commission at the Shipbuilding Technology Centre in Gdańsk, having organised a strike 
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				in cooperation with Tadeusz Wyganowski, calling WRON a national demise and disgrace council. The defence attorney was Stanisław Gołata.

				21

				Nine hundred thirteen people, including all women, were released from internment. Three hun-dred fourteen were let go on leave. 

				22

				An employee of the WSK “Świdnik” escaped to Austria in a Mi–2 helicopter from the area of the Państwowe Gospodarstwo Rolne – PGR (National Agricultural Holding – PGR) in Łosiów in the Opole Voivodeship.

				23

				Articles were published in the official press about the need to reactivate trade unions, including workers’ Solidarity, which separated workers from extremists in other circles.

				In Bartoszyce, the PZPR Municipal Committee windows are broken; the incident repeats on 27 August. 

				An attempt was made to hijack a fishing boat, No. Wła–117, from a fishery to Sweden.

				25

				Wrocław SB agents organised a mass action against the Fighting Solidarity Radio. As a result of several dozen searches and interrogations, several people were detained, falsely accused of having connections with the radio station, and one radio transmitter was seized. Despite extraor-dinarily intensive action, the SB failed to interrupt the work of the radio workers. By April 1990, around 30–40 programmes would have been recorded, each aired several times. The under-ground station was broadcasting regularly without major interruptions until April 1990. Broad-casts included big cities and smaller centres outside Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia), e.g., the Podhale region (Polish Highlands).

				28

				During one of its sessions, TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” adopts several documents, including: “Społeczeństwo podziemne: Wstępne założenia deklaracji programowej TKK NSZZ ‘Solidarność’” (“An Underground Society: Preliminary Assumptions of the TKK NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ Policy Docu-ments”), where we read, inter alia:
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				We aim to build a self-governing society – a Self-Governing Republic – following the programme adopted at the 1st KZD of NSZZ “Solidarity”. In the current situation, we can only reach this goal through an un-derground social movement. The TKK calls for organising general resistance and creating an underground society. This movement should include various areas of life and social activity, as well as all groups, com-munities, cities, and villages. […] We propose the following basic courses of action of an underground so-cial movement: a) organising self-help actions for those under repressions, those fired from work, those living in destitution, the sick, and others who need material and moral support, b) organising independ-ent circulation of information: publishing, polygraphy, distribution, leaflet actions, unmasking the goals of government propaganda, c) organising teaching and self-learning: an independent education system and independent scientific movement, additional training courses, workers’ and people’s universities, debate clubs, scientific and education publishing houses, educating movement organisers and activists, libraries, scholarships, and allowances for youths receiving an education, teachers, creators, establishing social foun-dations, etc. d) organising actions to manifest the existence of social resistance: anniversary celebrations, posters, leaflets, participation in protests organised by regional executive bodies or the TKK, e) organising businesses (cooperatives, workshops) and influencing economic processes. […] The underground society fights against façade organisations installed by the authorities and organises boycotts of official propagan-da sources, assemblies, discussions, and events of a political or propaganda nature, opposing collaboration. […] An underground society should – through pressure on the government – create conditions which will bring us closer to a social agreement while at the same time achieving a position to expand its social and political rights. […] An underground societal movement needs to be decentralised. All parts of the Union must conduct activities to inspire and organise an underground society. […] The proposed actions will cre-ate a national community movement around Solidarity. The underground society will also be a basis for actions if the Union is outlawed […].

				The “5 x NIE” (“5 times NO”) declaration about the situation in the country: 

				First, not only was martial law not lifted, but it was announced that it would be maintained indefinitely.

				Second, none of the more than 2,000 convicted individuals and internees were released, and no internees were released – some (including women) only got temporary releases, mandating their return to the deten-tion centre. NSZZ “Solidarity” chair Lech Wałęsa and Union authorities were not released.

				Third, no terms were formulated to reinstate NSZZ “Solidarity”. Furthermore, finding a solution for the trade union problem was postponed to an undefined future, where the government does not see a place for Solidarity.

				Fourth, no principles for a genuine national agreement were proposed. Instead, new bodies at the govern-ment’s disposal, such as PRON (Patriotic National Rebirth Movement) or the Społeczna Komisja Koordyna-cyjna ds. Związków Zawodowych (Social Coordination Commission for Trade Unions) were created.

				Fifth, no specific plans were presented for implementing economic reform while simultaneously expecting society to work like slaves and take full responsibility for the country’s fate.

				“5 times NO” means depriving society of hope for political and economic change in Poland. Further increas-ing the rift between the government and those it governs will dramatically reduce any chances of overcom-ing this crisis.
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				The TKK appeal for the anniversary of August ’80: 

				31 August will be the second anniversary of signing the agreement between the Inter-Enterprise Strike Com-mittee and the PRL Government at the Gdańsk Shipyard. The agreement showed that dialogue between society and government was possible, which gave hope that it could become a basis for solving Poland’s problems. Although this hope broke down on 22 July, the government, once again, rejected propositions of social agreement – let us, on this celebration of Solidarity on 31 August, manifest that our Union remains committed to fighting to reach this agreement. […] 16 August marks the second anniversary of the day when the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee was created with Lech Wałęsa at the Gdańsk Shipyard, the day Solidarity was born. On 16–31 August, the presence of our Union will be evident. We ask you to increase your efforts regarding poster and leaflet actions. We invite individual units of the Union to organise peace-ful protests on 31 August 1982 under the banner of reinstating NSZZ “Solidarity” to regular operations and release those interned, arrested, and convicted to conclude the national agreement. We call on all of you to take part in the protests.

				29

				Mirosław Krupiński, chair of the National Strike Committee in December 1981, was sentenced by the Warsaw District Military Court to 3.5 years in prison.

				31

				In Gorzów Wielkopolski, the Ruch Młodzieży Niezależnej (Independent Youth Movement) is cre-ated, focused on self-education. The periodical “Szaniec. Młodzieżowy biuletyn informacyjny” (“The Rampart – Youth Information Bulletin”) becomes the official publication of the Move-ment (from issue 1(13) dated 20 April 1984: “Szaniec – Biuletyn Informacyjny Ruchu Młodzieży Niezależnej” (“The Rampart – Information Bulletin of the Independent Youth Movement”).

				In Warsaw, after mass at the St John’s Arch-Cathedral at 7:00 p.m., about 2,000 people march to Pl. Zwycięstwa (Victory Square), where they sing the national anthem and several patriotic and religious hymns in front of a flower-adorned cross. The demonstration lasts about 1.5 hours, and the MO forces detain 27 people.

				August

				In Wrocław, the Niezależna Agencja Fotograficzna “Dementi” (“Dementi” Independent Photo-graphic Agency) was created – one of the bodies of Fighting Solidarity. It documents strikes, demonstrations, hunger strikes, writing on walls, leaflet actions, and the day-to-day life in Poland in the 1980s – shops, queues for food, military and MO patrols, etc.
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				Around 7,000 people gather at Powązki Cemetery in Warsaw, at the so-called Dolinka katyńska (Katyń Valley). A memorable speech by the chair of the RKW Mazowsze (Mazovia) Zbigniew Bujak played on a cassette player, is dedicated to the anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising.

				In Toruń, Jacek Osmański (21 years old) dies after a beating he received from an MO patrol during the concert of the Scottish group Budgie. He was also an MO officer and went to the con-cert in civilian clothes. Those who committed this crime were not punished.

				10

				In Poznań, the Tymczasowy Zarząd Regionu Wielkopolska – TZR (Interim Greater Poland Region-al Board – TZR) was created and chaired by Janusz Pałubicki.

				13

				In Gdańsk, Nowa Huta, Warsaw, and Wrocław, thousands of people march in street demonstra-tions. Initially, they are peaceful; however, due to brutal ZOMO actions, they are radicalised, and fighting ensues. 

				In Hajnówka, paint is poured over a Soviet tank – the symbol of the “liberation” of the city – along with unsuccessful attempts to set it on fire.

				14–15

				Dramatic events unfold at the detention centre in Kwidzyn. In response to a refusal to see their families, the internees start a protest. The prison service attempts to brutally pacify the detain-ees: out of 148 internees, 81 are savagely beaten – 40 are seriously injured, including 13 – very se-riously. They are: Radosław Sarnicki (Zamość), Władysław Kaczyński (Olsztyn), Andrzej Goławski (Siedlce), Zygmunt Goławski (Siedlce), Ryszard Piekart (Siedlce), Witold Cieślukowski (Pobiedzis-ka), Adam Kozaczyński (Tomaszów Lubelski), Andrzej Bober (Olsztyn), Andrzej Tomaszewicz (Sieradz), Wojciech Wasilewski (Suwałki), Ryszard Stachowiak (Konin), Andrzej Bereśniewicz (Olecko), and Andrzej Priebe (Piła). On the same day, over 100 internees go on hunger strike. They demand the removal of the commandant of the facility and his co-workers, punishment of those responsible, inviting a government commission, the Polish Bishops’ Conference and the Inter-national Red Cross (IRC) and having the prosecutor’s office investigate the case. On 17 August, an IRC commission arrives. Around a dozen people stopped their hunger protests; 35 continued until 29 August, most continued the hunger protest until 26 August, and four continued until 4 September. The authorities made numerous efforts to place all the blame on the internees and accused several of them of assaulting the intervening prison service officers.
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				15

				The Ogólnopolski Komitet Oporu Rolników – OKOR (National Worker Resistance Committee – OKOR) is created. Its founders include the OKOR initiator – Józef Teliga, as well as Józef Baran and Wieńczysław Nowacki.

				Underground activists hang a Solidarity flag on the smokestack of the Instytut Badań Jądrowych (Nuclear Research Institute) in Świerk.

				In Jordanów, an explosive charge is set off at the building of the Komitet Miejsko-Gminny PZPR (PZPR Municipal and Gmina Committee). 

				16

				Leonid Brezhnev, Secretary General of Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union meets with General Wojciech Jaruzelski at the Kremlin.

				18

				Protests are held on the anniversary of the August strikes at the Szczecin Shipyard and in Elbląg.

				The military prosecutor’s office of the Koszalin garrison discontinues an investigation against Kazimierz Wronkowski and Edward Ambryszewski, prison service officers responsible for the beatings of several dozen internees at the detention centre in Wierzchowo Pomorskie on 13 Feb-ruary 1982.

				21

				From the interview given by Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski for the newspaper “Życie Warszawy”: The moment of rebirth of trade unions approaches. In this new movement, there won’t be a place for the KOR, right-wing advisors, and manipulators.

				25

				A television interview with General Czesław Kiszczak is aired. In it, he issues a warning concerning demonstrations planned throughout Poland for 31 August: If previous lessons were not enough, the provocateurs would receive additional ones, the general warns.

				An airplane of LOT Polish Airlines flying from Budapest to Warsaw is hijacked to West Berlin.

			

		

	
		
			
				318

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1982

			

		

		
			
				26

				From a sermon delivered by the Primate of Poland during the celebration of Our Lady of Częstochowa at Jasna Góra: 

				In a few days, we will celebrate the second anniversary of signing social contracts on the Coast and in Jastrzębie. […] A remarkable thing happened two years ago: a victory of common sense, maturity, and wise opposition. […] We failed to use it wisely for almost two years. […] Let us, therefore, start to think of the dialogue table seriously. The Church is constantly calling for that. […] Here are our proposals […] a) free Lech Wałęsa or ensure temporary conditions so that he can speak out as a free man. Restart, even if it is stage-by-stage, operations of trade unions; b) release the remaining internees and start working on an amnesty; c) define a date for a visit by His Holiness in Poland.

				Violent street demonstrations take place in Łódź. When the people start placing flowers on the plaque commemorating the strikes of August 1980, the assembled are attacked by 2 ZOMO bat-talions supported by seven water cannons. During the 3-hour riots, MO forces detain 108 people.

				29

				Zbigniew Romaszewski, a member of RKW Mazowsze (Mazovia) and head of Radio Solidarity, was arrested in Warsaw.

				30

				On the 2nd anniversary of the August Agreement, several thousand people assemble at the ca-thedral and on the square in front of it in Szczecin; after the mass, people clash with MO forces.

				In Starachowice, paint is poured on the monument of Gratitude to the Soviet Army. 

				31

				On the 2nd anniversary of the August Agreement, street protests are held in 34 voivodeships and 66 towns. Three thousand twenty-three people are put before petty offence courts and 126 before higher courts; the prosecutor’s office launches investigations against 236 people, and 189 are interned. The authorities suspend automatic inter-city telephone connections.

				Białystok – after evening mass at the cathedral, around 2,500 people walked along Lipowa St. to the church of St Roch. Subsequently, they tried to get to the ZR headquarters at Nowotki St., where ZOMO forces met them using nightsticks and teargas. At least 50 people are detained and beaten while being put through a gauntlet.

				Gdańsk – 4,261 officers from various MO units are sent to safeguard the peace, as well as 265 soldiers of the WSW and WOP. At 2:00 p.m., despite the ongoing blockade of the Gdańsk 
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				Shipyard, the workers walking out after their shift gather at the square in front of Gate No. 2. They place flowers at the monument to the Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970 and then chant slogans and sing hymns. Around 3:15 p.m., ZOMO forces attack the assembled crowd. Street fighting quickly spreads to the entire downtown. The most severe fighting broke out near the KW PZPR headquarters, where several MO vehicles were damaged. In addition to stones and bottles with petrol, the protesters also used spike strips and rods studded with nails. The MO forces use chem-ical agents, signal rockets, and water cannons. Around 5:00 p.m., a march of several thousand forms and starts towards the pre-December headquarters of the Gdańsk MKZ. After reaching their destination and hanging national and Solidarity flags, the crowd turns back towards down-town. During the fighting, Piotr Sadowski, a 22-year employee of the Port of Gdańsk, is killed, and at least 33 people are injured. Forty-eight MO officers are injured, including ten heavily; 302 people are arrested.

				Gdynia – A demonstration starts at 2:30 p.m. Employees of the Paris Commune Shipyard gather at the place to commemorate the victims of the December events. They form a march that starts towards the railway station. The protesters break through the MO cordon and place flowers at the cross at Czołgistów St. At 4:15 p.m., SMPO units reach the march; several hours of fighting in the streets ensue, and 125 people are arrested.

				Lubin – MO forces of 33 officers of the Nieetatowe Oddziały Milicji Obywatelskiej – NOMO (Non-Professional Citizens’ Militia – NOMO), 34 soldiers of the Rezerwowe Oddziały Milicji Oby-watelskiej – ROMO) Reserve Citizens’ Militia and 33 officers of the Ochotnicza Rezerwa Milicji Obywatelskiej – ORMO (Volunteer Citizens’ Militia Reserve – ORMO) are preparing to prevent the protest. NOMO forces under the command of Lt Jan Maj are equipped with firearms. At 2:00 p.m., ROMO forces form a cordon blocking access to Wolności Sq. The assembled people form a cross out of flowers. They chant inter alia, “Precz z komuną!” (“Down with Communism!”), “Uwolnić Wałęsę!” (“Free Wałęsa!”), “Jaruzelski zdrajca i morderca narodu!” (“Jaruzelski, traitor and murder-er of the nation!”). At 3:30 p.m., a rally begins. The appeal to disperse is answered with whistling. As a result of the MO force’s attack and the launching of gas canisters, the protesters fled the square into adjacent streets. A ZOMO platoon from the MO KW in Legnica appears and opens fire towards the protesters despite not being directly threatened. A ruthless manhunt begins. ZOMO forces open fire on anyone in sight. Two people are killed: 32-year-old Andrzej Trajkow-ski – from a gunshot wound to the head and 26-year-old Mieczysław Pożniak – from a gunshot wound to the abdomen. A 28-year-old, Michał Adamowicz, shot in the back of the head, died on 5 September. The MO action ends late at night; 8 people are shot, and 3 suffer other injuries. On 1 and 2 September, protesters gathered once more. People assemble at symbolic graves at locations where the victims fell on the day before. MO forces attack using stun grenades, teargas, and water cannons. The protesters answer with stones.

				Nowa Huta – at 2:00 p.m., metalworkers start gathering near the intersection at the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks’ Administration Centre. Two banners are unfolded over the crowd: Solidarity and an ink portrait of Lech Wałęsa and a slogan “Nie oddamy Sierpnia” (“We will Not Surrender August”). The march starts towards Centralny Square. At the same time, between Bulwarowa 
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				and Struga Sts., 5,000 people assemble; a fight breaks out with ZOMO forces stationed nearby. The MO forces use teargas, while the protesters – stones, bottles, and ball bearings. A part of this group reaches the Our Holy Lady Church in Bieńczyce. The situation changes around 5:30 p.m. when protesters come out of the church chanting “Wrona skona!” (“The Crow Will Die!”), “Polska to my!” (“We Are Poland!”), “Chodźcie z nami!” (“Come With Us!”), “Solidarność!” (“Solidarity!”). Another clash with ZOMO forces ensues, which attacks the crowd using water cannons and APCs and takes place at the intersection of Kocmyrzowska and Majakowski Sts. During the fighting in the vicinity of Kocmyrzowska St., MO, forces flee, leaving behind a box of UGŁ–200 grenades. The protesters not only mounted an effective defence but also took the initiative. The fighting stops around 10:00 p.m. ZOMO forces take back Kocmyrzowska St. Around 11:00 p.m., the main MO force leaves Nowa Huta. 

				Krakow – at the Main Square, a group forms crosses using flowers. After about an hour, a line of MO officers and soldiers push the protesters out of the square. Soon, another group emerges from St Mary’s Church. This time, the MO action is more severe – the officers use nightsticks, chemicals, and military water cannons against the assembled people. The attacked defend them-selves using stones; the fighting moves to streets adjacent to the Square and Planty Park. Efforts to disperse the protesters last until 8:30 p.m. During the riots in Nowa Huta and downtown Kra-kow, 12 MO officers and several soldiers are injured; 259 people are detained, and most are fined. 

				Toruń – several thousand people assemble near the Nicolaus Copernicus University lec-ture hall. Flowers and candles are placed on pavements (to be trampled by ZOMO forces). The next day, a group from the “Niezależny Serwis Informacyjny” (“Independent Information Ser-vice”) (Rafał Sadowski, Krzysztof Bunda, and Tomasz Kokociński) hangs a banner with the slogan “Solidarność żyje” (“Solidarity Lives”) on the lecture hall, which leads to another spontaneous protest there.

				Warsaw – the MRKS prepares the protest. Almost 8,000 MO officers supported by 1,100 WSW soldiers of the Warsaw Military District are sent to suppress it. After 2:00 p.m., people gathered in several locations around Old Town; initially, MO forces limited themselves to checking iden-tities and appealing through megaphones to disperse; after 5:00 p.m, the crowd gathered at Bednarska St. was attacked. Combatants use stones, nightsticks, firecrackers and stun grenades. Riots spill out onto Krakowskie Przedmieście and Nowy Świat Sts. and Old Town’s narrow streets. MO forces avoid direct fighting, dealing with the protesters using water cannons and tear gas canisters. Crowds also gather at Defilad Sq., where ZOMO patrols in full combat gear move in the middle of them. A large group assembled at the intersection of Marszałkowska and Jerozolimskie Sts. walks into the square chanting “Chcemy Lecha” (“We Want Lech”). Around 5:00 p.m., several thousand people, well organised and carrying Solidarity banners, start from the PKO Rotunda towards pl. Konstytucji (Constitution Square). ZOMO forces attack when the crowd approaches the square. This causes the column to break up temporarily. Riots are spreading to an increas-ingly more significant part of the city. After 5:00 p.m, they spill into the Muranów and Wola dis-tricts. A big part of the protesters at Old Town goes across the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Bridge to the Praga district, wherefrom, along with the local citizens, they move towards the MO Praga-Północ 
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				District Precinct Station. They clash with a ROMO unit; the protesters are armed with bottles with petrol, water, and sand, and the officers – nightsticks and chemicals. Rioting in the Praga district lasts until 9:30 p.m., while in downtown Warsaw, for a half hour more. The result is 589 arrested protesters, 37 wounded MO officers, and 40 damaged vehicles. 

				Wrocław – 4,313 ZOMO, NOMO, ROMO and other MO officers, 1,200 WOP, 800 WSM soldiers, and special forces are alerted. The first intervention takes place at 2:15 p.m. at pl. Czerwony (Red Square), where a group of people is surrounded and detained. The main attack of MO forces takes place 5 minutes later. They use stun grenades, tear gas canisters, and water cannons. ZOMO forces block all adjacent streets. People are crushed together. MO officers drive their vehicles into the crowd – running over several people. The “Dementia” Photographic Agency, created by the SW, films a ZOMO truck running over a protester (i.e. Jarosław Hyk – SW member; luckily, was not injured during this dramatic-looking episode). The entire world will see these images, becom-ing one of the symbolic scenes of martial law. Barricades are erected, and the fighting spreads to other downtown streets, where several groups of 1,000 to 1,500 people operate. Officers are attacked with stones and bottles of petrol. Before 5:00 p.m., the events move to the vicinity of Mazowiecka St., where over 10,000 people gather – they sing patriotic and religious hymns and chant anti-government slogans. Only after ZOMO forces arrive from the western part of the city is the MO able to attack. Despite heavy fire with gas canisters, the protesters do not disperse completely. Downtown is covered in a network of barricades, the largest of which is located at Świerczewskiego St. and near the Świdnicka St. and W-Z highway intersection. The crowd gath-ered at al. Słowackiego starts towards pl. Powstańców Warszawy, where the Voivodeship Office is located, was surrounded by an MO cordon. A fight breaks out with MO forces and military units present at the Grunwaldzki Bridge – they are bombarded with paving stones and bottles with petrol, which ignite a GAZ–69 off-road vehicle belonging to the WOP. After nightfall, heli-copters are deployed, which throw gas canisters and flares to light up the area of the clash. The Wrocław Voivode introduces a curfew starting at 8:00 p.m. and suspends inter-city telephone connections. ZOMO and LWP commandoes gain complete control of the area around 10:00 p.m. Fights between MO forces and smaller groups of protesters last as long as 3:00 a.m. Seven people received gunshot wounds, and one of them – 27-year-old Kazimierz Michalczyk dies in hospi-tal on 2 September. Fifty-six MO officers and soldiers are injured, including 20 heavily. Around 50,000 people participated in the protests and street fights; 655 were detained, and 165 were wounded. A team of Fighting Solidarity Radio (led by Romuald Lazarowicz) conducts the only live broadcast in the station’s history, reporting on the fighting around the city. 

				In the Jelenia Góra Voivodeship, several hundred people protest in Bolesławiec, Lubań, and Zgorzelec. 

				In the Legnica Voivodeship, protests are held in Legnica – where a crowd of several thousand people attacked MO officers with stones, Głogów – where the PZPR Municipal Committee build-ing is set on fire, as well as in Polkowice, Chocianów, Chojnów, Jawor, and Złotoryja. 
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				In Dzierżoniów, street fights last several hours. In Bielawa, several hundred people besiege the MO Municipal Precinct Station; reinforcements save the officers from Wałbrzych. The fighting lasts until late at night, and many people get injured. 

				In Świdnica, a protest of many thousands is dispersed by ZOMO forces. Smaller-scale demon-strations are also held in Kłodzko, Nowa Ruda and Wałbrzych.

				In Kleczew in the Konin Voivodeship, paint is poured over the monument to Soviet soldiers.

				September

				1

				Władysław Gomułka dies. He was the 1st Secretary of the KC PZPR between 1956 and 1970.

				2

				From a statement of the Social Resistance Committee:

				31 August 1982 is a landmark date in Poland’s history of fighting for social and national liberation. On this day, for the first time since martial law was imposed, an attempt was made to organise a mass, national protest, as called by central authorities of underground Solidarity. The demonstrations of 31 August have, thus, become an opportunity to test our organisational capacity and the political significance of this type of action […]. Despite the terrorising and enormous technical resources employed by the apparatus of repression, despite serious organisational shortfalls, the world saw mass protests of Polish society against the government that was imposed on it. This protest failed to bring about political concessions from the government; however, due to its range and nature, it will indeed have negative consequences for the junta regarding international politics […]. After 31 August, it became apparent to everyone that the gov-ernment did not intend to talk, regardless of the number of protesters or victims, that any agreement was out of the question. A time has come to construct our own underground society and ignore the authori-ties altogether. We must organise ourselves to take any action as circumstances dictate at any time […]. We need other effective methods of fighting and exerting pressure, which will keep our morale up and bring us closer to victory.

				2/3

				Paint is thrown at the monument commemorating Soviet soldiers in the town of Pokój in the Opole Voivodeship
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				3

				The interned members of the former KSS “KOR” – Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Adam Michnik, and Henryk Wujec – are arrested. Proceedings in absentia were held regarding Jan Józef Lipski and Mirosław Chojecki, who were staying abroad. All of them were accused of starting preparations aimed at overthrowing the PRL regime.

				4

				Paint is poured on the plaque to commemorate the October Revolution in Barwice in the Kosza-lin Voivodeship.

				5

				300,000 farmers arrive at the Jasna Góra Sanctuary to celebrate the harvest festival. Bishop Ignacy Tokarczuk delivers the homily. Activists of independent peasant movements meet. 

				5–7

				The TKK discusses the situation in the country after the events of 31 August, organisational mat-ters, and current union tactics and adopts the following documents:

				Declaration: Mass street protests of 31 August proved once again the determination of Polish soci-ety in its fight to regain the rights due to it. Attacks on peaceful protests and bloodshed led to a sharp increase in political tension in the country. […]

				Appeal: On 30 September, we ask members of the Union to commemorate those who died on 31 August with dignity and peace with a minute of silence starting at noon and an accessory to indicate mourning. […]

				From the TKK statement on the arrest of members of the former KSS “KOR”: The announce-ment of the trial of former members of KSS “KOR” proves that the authorities treat the internees as hostages […]. The KOR trial is only the beginning; with time, other internees will also be put before the court under false accusations. We will fight for the release of the former KSS “KOR” members as we do for all imprisoned social activists.

				6

				In Bern (the capital city of Switzerland), four armed men take over the PRL embassy build-ing. They are Florian Kruszyk (42), Krzysztof Wasilewski (33), Florian Plewiński (23), and Marek Michalski (20). They take 12 people hostage and demand martial law in Poland to be lifted. On 9 September, the Swiss police freed the hostages and arrested the attackers; on 15 September, 
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				26-year-old Tadeusz Workiewicz – an associate of the group – was arrested in Munich. The Soli-darity Coordination Office in Brussels denied any connection to the attackers.

				In the detention centre located in Kwidzyn Penitentiary, internees and prisoners are beaten by Prison Service officers on the pretence of assault on the officers.

				7

				In Kielce, Stanisław Rak, a 35-year-old watchmaker, dies. He was detained on 31 August during a protest, transported to the MO Municipal Precinct and severely beaten. 

				8

				The Warsaw Military District Court, during a trial for the murder of Senior Sgt Zdzisław Karos, sen-tences members of the clandestine Siły Zbrojne Polski Podziemnej (Underground Polish Armed Forces): Robert Chechłacz to 25 years in prison, Tomasz Łupanow to 13 years, Stanisław Matejczyk to 5 years, Rev. Sylwester Zych to 6 years, and the other four defendants to suspended sentences of up to 2 years.

				13

				More than 100 political prisoners at the Hrubieszów Penitentiary go on hunger strike, demand-ing they be granted the status of political prisoners.

				During a protest in Nowa Huta, the metalworkers’ march is attacked with water cannons. The MO takes several hours to disperse the 1,500–3,000 crowd.

				15

				Jan Józef Lipski, member of the former KSS “KOR” and a strike participant in December 1981 at the “Ursus” Mechanical Plant, is arrested upon his return to the country. J.J. Lipski is interned after the strike at “Ursus” was suppressed and suffers a heart attack while in prison. He was allowed to seek treatment in London. He came back to take part in the trial of KSS “KOR” members. The day before his return and arrest, he wrote I would like the honour of sitting in the prisoners’ dock next to my friends alongside whom I fought for a free Poland for many years.

				15–16

				The 187th Plenary Episcopal Conference of Poland is held in Warsaw. From the message: 

				The bishops have made many appeals to all the parties to this social conflict to compromise, find com-mon ground, and renew the dialogue severed by martial law. So far, no proper steps have been taken even though most of society expects an agreement and settlement, and the workers wish to have their own 
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				independent representation: trade unions, including also NSZZ “Solidarity” and Individual Farmers’ NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				17

				An explosive charge was detonated in Lubin near a mess-hall where a ZOMO unit was having a meal.

				29

				In Głogów, windows at the MO mess-hall were broken.

				30

				Protests and fights with ZOMO forces break out in Nowa Huta. Protesters raise barricades in many places around the district, and several military trucks are set on fire.

				In Warsaw, a marble plaque is unveiled on the rampart of Old Town at 5:00 p.m. with the inscription: In memory of those who gave their lives for the Solidarity Trade Union – for freedom and democracy. At 5:05 p.m., a Radio Solidarity broadcast can be heard from a hidden speaker and the Union anthem sung by internees in Białołęka. People gather around the plaque, place flowers and sing. After 9:00, p.m., the plaque is destroyed by the SB.

				October

				Christian Culture Weeks are organised in many Polish cities. They are a continuation of a tradition started in the 1970s with the active participation of members of the creative community who support the opposition. They are usually held in churches.

				5

				Władysław Frasyniuk, the leader of the Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Regional Strike Committee and member of TKK, who was in hiding since 13 December 1981, is arrested in Wrocław. Piotr Bednarz joins the TKK in his place.

				6

				In Białystok at 7:00 p.m., an officer of the Voivodeship MO Precinct is disarmed – he loses his pis-tol and ammunition, as well as his gas spray.
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				The Sejm passes (with 12 votes against and ten abstaining) the act on trade unions and farmer as-sociations. Nay votes were cast by Danuta Symonides, Maria Budzanowska, Hanna Suchocka, Jan Jankowski, Halina Minkiewicz-Latecka (SD), Janusz Zabłocki, Zbigniew Zieliński, Rudolf Buchała of the Polski Związek Katolicko-Społeczny (Polish Catholic-Social Union), Anna Pławska, Edmund Osmańczyk, Ryszard Reiff, Jan Szczepański (independents). Abstaining votes were cast by Jad-wiga Giżycka, Szczepan Styranowski, Zbigniew Kłodecki (SD), Witold Zakrzewski, Ryszard Rohr, Halina Kośniewska (no party affiliation), Jadwiga Banasiak, Genowefa Rejman, Władysław Kupiec, Ignacy Wal (ZSL). All trade unions operating before 13 December 1981, including Solidarity, are disbanded, and individual farmers are not given the right to unionise at all (under Article 54 of the act, the authorities will transfer Solidarity property to regime-backed trade unions). Street protests break out in Gdańsk.

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw sentences Leszek Moczulski to 7 years in prison, Romuald Szeremietiew and Tadeusz Stański to 5 years, Tadeusz Jandziszak to 2 years suspended for 5 for the fact that: between 1979 and 1980, […] in Poland and abroad, to weaken the defensive power and break up the unity of the USSR and violently overthrow the PRL order defined in the Constitution of 22 July 1952, collaborating and in concert with other persons subject to other proceedings, they have started preparations in the form of creating an illegal union under the name KPN, financed, sup-ported, and inspired by foreign political diversion centres hostile to the PRL and implementing the programme of that union […].

				In Toruń at 9:00 p.m., the first broadcast of Radio Solidarity is aired. It was broadcast from a transmitter hanging under an untethered balloon. The programme could be received in the entire Toruńskie Voivodeship. The idea’s originators and authors of technical solutions were Dr Andrzej Jeśmianowicz, Dr Zygmunt Turło, Dr Jerzy Wieczorek, and the broadcast director – Do-cent Jan Hanasz.

				9

				From a “Statement” by the TKK: 

				The dissolution of all trade unions, an unprecedented act in the history of civilised society, is WRON admit-ting defeat. They did not manage to break up the trade union movement and failed to corrupt the highest union officials […].

				NSZZ “Solidarity” may be dissolved only through a decision made by its members. Our union exists and will continue to work towards a Self-Governing Republic.

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK calls on members of the Union, all working-class people, and all trade unions to universally boycott the phoney trade unions […].

				Let 10 November – the second anniversary of NSZZ “Solidarity” registration – be a day of protest […].
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				On 10 November, we will announce a four-hour strike starting at 10:00 a.m. The strike needs to be pre-pared without disclosing its leaders […]. The course of the protest will determine the Union’s strategy in the future […]. 

				POTUS Ronald Reagan expands the scope of economic sanctions against Poland, revoking PRL’s highest preference in trade with the US.

				10

				From a statement of the Social Resistance Committee concerning outlawing Solidarity: 

				The Sejm passed an act on trade unions that outlaws all existing trade unions, including NSZZ “Solidarity”. This is a lawless decision as it infringes Article 8 (1) of the PRL Constitution, International Covenants ratified by the PRL, and ILO Convention 87. This decision is also funny since the usurper government claims the right to invalidate the decision of several million Poles […].

				Friar Maksymilian M. Kolbe is canonised in Rome.

				11–12

				In the morning, at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard, a strike begins, which is joined by sev-eral other workplaces in the Tri-City (Gdańsk Repair Shipyard, several departments at the Port of Gdańsk, North Shipyard, Hydroster, and Gdynia Shipyard). After 2:00 p.m. A demonstration takes place at the monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970. After 4:00 p.m., ZOMO forces attack the protesters. The fighting lasts for two days. Stones are thrown at the Soviet consulate build-ing and Aeroflot Airlines offices. During the street protests on 12 October, 32-year-old Wacław Kamiński, a welder at the K2 Department of the Gdańsk Shipyard, is mortally wounded – first being hit in the head by a stun grenade and later, during transport to a hospital, being beaten by ZOMO officers; he dies in hospital on 28 November. Fifteen MO officers are injured, and 268 people are arrested.

				12

				The PRL Council of State adopts a resolution concerning creating trade unions. The document states i.e., that the name of a newly created trade union should only include the phrase “Workers’ Trade Union of …” and the name of a given workplace. […] The union’s name may also include the words “self-governed” or “independent”.

				ZOMO forces took over the Gdańsk Shipyard, which went under military control by the Na-tional Defence Committee’s decision.

				Strikes erupt in the following Wrocław manufacturing plants: “Dolmel”, “Fadroma”, “Hydral” and “Polar”.
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				In Lubin, an explosive charge has been detonated at the door to the apartment of the ORMO precinct commander.

				13

				Dąbrowa Górnicza – around 4:45 p.m, during the hoisting of a flag with the word Solidarity on an HV power line, Włodzimierz Jagodziński, employee of the “Katowice” Metalworks and activist of underground Solidarity is killed. In the past, he managed to hoist the trade union flag along the route to the main gate of the Metalworks.

				Nowa Huta – at 2:30 p.m., a march of 3,000 people starts from the gate towards pl. Central-ny chanting: “Solidarity!”, “Wypuścić Lecha!” (“Release Lech!”), “Niech żyje Reagan!” (“Long Live Reagan!”). The crowd is dispersed near the Mechanical Technical High School by water cannons and ZOMO forces shooting teargas canisters, but only temporarily. Around 16:00, fierce fighting breaks out near the monument of Lenin. The desperate crowd, armed with stones, bottles, and slingshots, fights for every square metre defended by ZOMO units. After 6:00 p.m., 20-year-old Bogdan Włosik is killed – shot by an SB officer, Cpt Andrzej Augustyn. The MO forces detain 153 people.

				Wrocław – The authorities mobilised over 2,000 people to suppress the protests, including MO officers brought in from Kalisz, Opole, and Częstochowa. Fights against ZOMO and ROMO forces lasted until 9:00 p.m. and, in some places, even until midnight. Some 241 people were arrested.

				In Lubin, an explosive charge is placed at the apartment door of an ORMO officer.

				In Legnica, a strike breaks out at the “Legmet” Mechanical Plant.

				19

				In Głogów, an explosive charge is set off at the cantina of the Przedsiębiorstwa Gastronomicz-no-Handlowego “Konsumy” (“Konsumy” Catering and Trade Company), which supplies scarce goods to PZPR, MO, and SB officials, professional LWP soldiers, and selected public administra-tion employees. 

				20

				The TKK decides to join the general strike in the spring of 1983: 

				[…] Neither the social agreement programme proposed by the Church, the repeated TKK proposals of talks, nor the universally manifested societal resistance convinced the authorities to reach an agreement. The regime remains deaf to the voice of the nation. It wants to rule without any sort of oversight. Its wilful, in-competent decisions are ruining the economy and pushing Poland towards collapse.
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				Since temporary pressure failed to turn the authorities away from the road towards a catastrophe, we have no choice but to apply the ultimate solution – a general strike. We made this decision after ten months, which showed the power of social resistance, taught us how to organise our fight, and was used to create a basis for an underground society […].

				We are still fighting to reach our goals:

				– to release those interned, arrested, and convicted for their social and political activities, to rehire those fired from work as part of repressions, and to receive guarantees of safety for those in hiding and operating abroad after 13 December.

				– to get full union rights for NSZZ “Solidarity”,

				– to enact the reforms outlined in the programme adopted at the 1st Solidarity National Convention and establish a Self-Governing Republic.

				22

				In Lubin, stones are thrown at an MO squad car.

				23

				The press publishes a template charter of a new trade union.

				The paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldier Monument in Knurów in the Gliwice Poviat.

				26

				The Sejm passes an act on actions towards people avoiding work, which introduces forms of forced labour, for example.

				28

				The Solidarity of Lesser Poland Regional Committee is created in Krakow.

				29

				Kazimierz Majewski, aged 46, a Solidarity activist, head of the Jeleniogórskie Zakłady Narzędziowe (Jelenia Góra Tool Factory Workplace Commission), hounded by the SB, commits suicide.

				In Warsaw, a foul-smelling chemical was spilt in the hall of the Syrena Theatre at Litewska St., shutting down the facility. The theatre was considered to be collaborating with General Wojciech 
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				Jaruzelski’s regime, and the artists working there ignored the boycott of mass media announced by the acting community.

				30

				In Polkowice, an explosive charge is placed at the MO Precinct Station.

				In Lubin, the door to the apartment of the activist of the PZPR Municipal Committee was set on fire.

				In Brodnica, the monument to Soviet soldiers is damaged. The action is repeated the next day.

				In Łyszkowice, in the Skierniewice Voivodeship, the PZPR Gmina Committee windows were broken.

				31

				In Legnica, an explosive charge was placed at the PZPR Voivodeship Committee.

				November

				1

				In the Warsaw apartment of actress Ewa Dałkowska, the Domowy Theatre was inaugurated, and the play – “Przywracanie porządku” (“Restoring Peace”) – was staged, based on the poetry of the 1980s and songs by Jan Krzysztof Kelus, which was staged at the Powszechny Theatre before martial law and later cancelled. The Domowy Theatre harkened back to the tradition of patriotic spoken word and musical performances organised in private apartments during the Nazi occu-pation. The originators of the theatre were Ewa Dałkowska, Maciej Szary, Andrzej Piszczatowski and Ewa Dałkowska’s husband – Tomasz Miernowski (a film producer).

				In Domaszowice near Nysa, paint was thrown at the Soviet Soldiers’ Monument.

				2

				In Ścinawa in Legnica Voivodeship, paint was thrown at the monument to Soviet soldiers.

				4

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registers the first new trade union organisation – Niezależny Samorządny Związek Zawodowy Pracowników Stołecznego Przedsiębiorstwa Transportu 
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				Handlu Wewnętrznego (Independent and Self-Governed Trade Union of Employees of the War-saw Transport and Domestic Trade Enterprise). 

				A group of Solidarity activists spread gas in Warsaw’s “Grand Theatre”, which resulted in the cancellation of a rehearsal of the Soviet National Academic Folk Dance Troupe directed by Igor Moiseyev. The troupe’s performance was supposed to be part of official celebrations of the Oc-tober Revolution attended by party leadership, government representatives, and invited Soviet comrades. The people directly involved in the act were Kazimierz Hałat and Marek Boszko. One hour before the planned celebration at the main auditorium, under SB control for a week, they used UGŁ–200 tear gas canisters and three vials with methyl acrylate acquired earlier by Hubert Kossowski and Kazimierz Hałat. The cancellation of this prestigious event was an embarrassment for the regime. The group also included Teresa Krzyżanowska, Krzysztof Skomorowski, Zygmunt Staroń, Andrzej Czernicki, Paweł Wróbel and Wiesław Piątkowski. After nine months in jail, all of them were arrested and put on trial before the Garrison Military Court in August 1983 and released due to an amnesty.

				In the Gorzów Voivodeship, gallows were painted in several locations: in Międzyrzecze, on the Soviet Army Monument, in Pszów, and on the MO Precinct Station.

				5

				In Legnica, paint was thrown at the monument of the Soviet Marshal Konstantin Rokossovsky.

				At training grounds of the 9. Pomorski Pułk Pontonowy (9th Pomerania Pontoon Regiment) in Chełmno, a Special Military Camp was created, where anti-Communist and Solidarity activists were incarcerated, designated by the SB and WSW and deemed especially dangerous when Solid-arity was outlawed. Those called for training (305 reservists) stayed at the camp from Novem-ber 1982 to February 1983. Among those named were people who didn’t take the military oath and people suffering from illness. These “soldiers” were not given firearms. They slept in tents in a makeshift camp between anti-flood embankments and the Vistula Riverbank, which WSW soldiers guarded. Similar camps were created throughout the country. 

				7

				Piotr Bednarz, leader of RKS Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) and TKK member, is arrested and replaced by Józef Pinior.

				From a speech by the Primate of Poland, Józef Glemp, at the inauguration of the academic year and the KUL: We are not a nation of desperadoes without hope. We are a nation that has its pride and its own wisdom and can achieve great things on this path, greater than in acts of desperation. […] We will do everything we can to prevent bloodshed.
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				8

				The Primate of Poland Józef Glemp meets with General Wojciech Jaruzelski. John Paul II’s second pilgrimage to Poland was set for June of the following year, and a call was made to maintain social peace and regular work.

				The leader of NSZZ “Solidarity” Lech Wałęsa, who was interned at the government vacation cen-tre in Arłamów, writes a letter to General Wojciech Jaruzelski:

				[…] I believe the time to explain certain matters and act towards an agreement is close at hand. It took time for many to understand what could be done and to what degree. I propose a meeting and a serious discus-sion on the topics at hand, and with a bit of goodwill, I’m sure we can find a solution. Cpl Lech Wałęsa.

				9

				In response to Wałęsa’s letter, the chief of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General Czesław Kisz-czak, visits Arłamów.

				10

				Leonid Brezhnev dies. The new Secretary General of the Communist Party of the USSR is Yuri Andropov, former chief of the KGB.

				An 8-hour-long strike on the anniversary of the Solidarity registration, for which TKK called for on 9 October after Solidarity was outlawed, is only taken up by a few enterprises. The authori-ties used the distant date of the announced protest to conduct numerous preventative actions and to intimidate worker crews. From a commentary in the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”: For the first time, its [TKK’s] position did not gain the support of the Union members. […] The Union has not failed, but a certain concept of its operations did.

				Street protests break out in Krakow, Nowa Huta, Warsaw, and Wrocław: 

				Krakow – at 5:00 p.m., around 1,000 protesters assemble at Matejko Sq., singing the hymn “Rota” and chanting. At 5:30 p.m., several hundred university students assemble at the Rynek Główny (Market Square), from where a march starts along Grodzka St., Powiśle, and the Aleje to-wards the campus, where at 7:30 p.m., they clash with MO forces. Spikes are placed at bus stops, which damage the tyres on 14 buses. ZOMO forces use chemicals and shoot tear gas canisters through windows into the dormitories. The students defend themselves with stones, and the events at the campus end after 11:00 p.m. 

				Nowa Huta – at 2:00 p.m., employees of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks start to gather. A march of 150 most determined Solidarity supporters are detained by ZOMO and the Vistula Troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Near the “Osiedle Hutnicze” neighbourhood, where 
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				around 500 people chant “Reżim precz!” (“Down with the regime!”), “Solidarność!” (“Solidarity!”), “Polska to my!” (“Poland is us!”); a fight with ZOMO forces breaks out.

				Warsaw – a demonstration is held near the Voivodeship Court. Stanisław Królik, 39 years of age, who was beaten up during a ZOMO intervention, died on 16 November.

				Wrocław – From 3:00 p.m., fights with ZOMO forces broke out at Grabiszyńska St. and near the Grunwaldzki Bridge, where barricades were erected and defended with petrol bottles. The fighting stopped around 10:30 p.m. Two hundred forty-five people were arrested.

				The rector of Warsaw University, Prof. Kazimierz Albin Dobrowolski, suspended classes at the Faculty of Psychology due to a strike. On 10 and 11 November, 60 university students were de-tained in Warsaw.

				Toruń – around 10:00 p.m., university students in the various dormitories around the city shut off their lights, light candles, sing, bang their fists against the windowsills, burn newspapers, and chant. They chant or yell: “Nie żyje Breżniew, niech mu ziemia ciężką będzie!” (“Brezhnev’s dead may he rot in his grave!”), “Śmierć WRONom!” (“Death to the members of WRON!”), “Precz z ZSRR!” (“Down with the USSR!”), “WRONa skona!” (“The WRON will die!”), “Uwolnić internow-anych!” (“Free the internees!”), “Uwolnić więźniów politycznych!” (“Free political prisoners!”), “Edziu wróć, będziemy kwita, lepszy złodziej niż bandyta!” (“Eddy come back, we’ll be even, a thief is better than a bandit!”) (with reference here to Edward Gierek), “Gliny – gestapo!” (“Cops – Gestapo!”), “Lechu, Lechu!”, “Niech żyje Solidarność!” (“Long live Solidarity!”), “Precz z SB i ucis-kiem społecznym!” (“Down with SB and social oppression!”). People also start imitating crows alluding to the WRON acronym/meaning in Polish. The students sing the hymn “Boże coś Polskę”. After reacting to the pleas of the rector, the protest ends around 11:00 p.m.

				A foul-smelling substance was spilt during a movie screening at the Soviet Culture and Sci-ence Centre in Warsaw.

				In Dorohusk, paint is poured over a monument to the brotherhood of arms of the soldiers of the 1st Polish Army and Soviet Army.

				In Bielsk Podlaski, petrol bottles are thrown at the Polish United Worker’s Party (PZPR) Munici-pal Committee.

				In Żyrardów, paint was thrown at the plaque commemorating Soviet soldiers.

				11

				Throughout the country, as part of independent celebrations of the 64th anniversary of regaining independence, holy masses and manifestations are held, and flowers are placed, e.g., in Gdańsk, Krakow, Nowa Huta, Warsaw and Wrocław.
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				In Gdańsk, stones were thrown at the USSR consulate. The next day, the incident repeated, and stones were also thrown at the headquarters of Aeroflot Airlines. 

				14

				Lech Wałęsa is released from internment. Before release, he negotiates with Col Bolesław Kliś (Chief of Department V of the Supreme Military Prosecutor’s Office) and SB Col Hipolit Starszak (director of the Investigations Bureau of the Ministry of Internal Affairs) at the Supreme Military Prosecutor’s Office building, during which he states, inter alia:

				I do not deny any established legal order. At the same time, with a bit of goodwill, I could benefit from such an order. I can use this legal order to the extent that it will result in something. I hope I’ll get back in that saddle on that galloping horse because the Bujaks and others are in opposition. I want to get back on that horse to make it slow down. I’m saying this officially: this is my goal: to slow it down, not to create an under-ground, to get to work and make use of the things already there, not to negate what the government has already done. There’s no need for discussion; we must use what is already there. That’s my opinion. That’s why I agreed to an interview so that the authorities have an overview of what I’ll be discussing and what I intend to do. I want the authorities to know in advance what I’ll be talking about. They need to be palatable for the government and, at the same time, not to run afoul of the other side. 

				15

				Lech Wałęsa organises a press conference at his apartment, where he states, inter alia, that I was released, which was a surprise. As to what I’ll be doing, I need to think about that seriously. Of course, I’ll not abandon the spirit of the August Agreement.

				A fire was set at the Zakłady Górnicze “Konrad” (“Konrad” Mining Company), where the PZPR Workplace Committee was occupied.

				18/19

				In Andrychów, paint was poured over the monument to MO and UB officers killed fighting the reactionary underground.

				20

				In Łowicz, the door to an apartment occupied by a Soviet soldier is set on fire.

				22

				The TKK cancels December protests:
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				The release of Lech Wałęsa, setting a date for John Paul II’s visit to Poland, and the announcement of lift-ing martial law create a brand-new political situation. It allows us to hope for at least an armistice of sorts between the government and society. Given the situation, we decided to cancel the December protests we announced in our statement of 20 October […].

				A Soviet Soldiers Monument in Rabka is destroyed.

				25

				The Voivodeship Court in Wrocław sentences Władysław Frasyniuk to 6 years in prison for the fact that as leader of the former NSZZ “Solidarity” Dolny Śląsk Region board and member of the former National Commission Praesidium of that union, he continued activities via the illegal Regional Strike Committee he created and directed, under which he organised and led strikes and protests within Lower Silesia, organised street protests and demonstrations, directed underground conspiratorial ac-tivities of union structures engaged in preparation and distribution of illegal periodicals, leaflets, and publications, as well as broadcasting illegal radio programmes, and additionally, under the so-called NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Coordination Commission, took part in directing illegal union activity and organising protests throughout the country […].

				26

				Roger Noël, a Belgian citizen who delivered radio transmitters for Radio Solidarity in the summer of 1982, was sentenced to three years in prison. 

				December

				In Wrocław, the “Wolna Polska” (“Free Poland”) periodical is released for the first time, published by the Młodzieżowy Ruch Oporu Solidarność – MROS (Solidarity Youth Resistance Movement – MROS) (founded by Zbigniew Jagiełło and Dariusz Kędra, and its activists include: Sławomir Skrzy-pek). In 1985, MROS joined Fighting Solidarity, adopting the name Młodzieżowy Ruch Oporu “Solidarność Walcząca” (Fighting Solidarity Youth Resistance Movement).

				1

				The President of the Capital City of Warsaw, Gen Mieczysław Dębicki, dissolves the Związek Arty-stów Scen Polskich (Polish Stage Actors’ Union).

				9

				The vice-minister of internal affairs, Gen Bogusław Stachura, informs about his ministry’s actions in 1982: 360 production facilities of illegal literature were closed down, 1,196 copying machines of various types were seized, and 468 typewriters were seized. Around 730,000 leaflets, 340 brochures 
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				and publications, and 42,000 posters were confiscated. 11 radio transmitters of Radio Solidarity were eliminated. A total of 10,131 were interned. Law enforcement officials launched 2,822 criminal cases for politically motivated crimes; 3,616 people were arrested in connection with these cases.

				11

				 In Myszków, paint was thrown at the PZPR Municipal Committee building.

				12

				Representatives of the Komitet Oporu Społecznego KOS (KOS Social Resistance Committee), the CDN publishing house, Niezależne Pismo Literackie “Wezwanie” (“Wezwanie” Independent Literary Periodical), “Tygodnik Mazowsze” (“Mazovia Weekly”) editor’s office, “Tygodnik Wojenny” (“War-time Weekly”) editor’s office, Kwartalnik Polityczny “Krytyka” (“Krytyka” Political Quarterly) editor’s office, “Informacje Solidarności” (“Solidarity” Information) editor’s office, Międzyzakładowy Komitet Koordynacyjny “Solidarność” (“Solidarity” Inter-Enterprise Coordination Committee), Ruch Oświaty Niezależnej (Independent Education Movement), Ośrodek Badań i Analiz OBA (OBA Research and Analyses Centre), the Krąg Publishing House, Terenowy Komitet Oporu “Solidarność” (Solidarity Field Resistance Committee) (Mazovia Region), the “Tu, Teraz” (“Here, Now”) editor’s office, War-szawska Niezależna Oficyna Poetów i Malarzy (Warsaw Independent Poets and Painters Publishing House) and “Przedświt” (“Pre-dawn”) Publishing House, sign the following declaration:

				[…] In the face of the actions planned by the regime designed to persuade society to abandon further fight-ing for its rights – we, the representatives of various groups and social institutions pushed into the under-ground by the totalitarian system, unite our efforts within the Solidarity Social Liberation Movement and now state that:

				– Our actions aim to achieve freedom and self-governance in Polish society. Social organisations are impos-sible to maintain long term in a country that is not independent, legal, or sovereign. We continue actions which led to the creation of NSZZ “Solidarity”, a movement expressing the aspirations of the entire society, and we will fight for making Solidarity’s programme and ideas a reality,

				– We will build a free society which, even today, can defend its rights. The totalitarian system imposed by the USSR maintained with violence by the corrupted ruling class, is not capable of reform on its own […]. We call upon the entire Polish society, as well as those who emigrated abroad, to build independent social institutions […],

				– We refuse calls to reveal ourselves […]. Such a revelation would be equal to consent for the incapacitation of the nation,

				– We will fight to release those arrested for their beliefs and union activities, to stop political repressions, to stop lawlessness, and to restore free trade unions. We will fight for independent farmer and student organi-sations to enable freedom of action for scientific and creative associations. We will fight for independent education, press, and publishing houses, for a culture free of censorship,

				– We categorically condemn collaboration with the totalitarian regime […]. We will continue to point out and socially isolate those who are especially active in reinforcing totalitarianism and cooperating with the repression apparatus,

			

		

	
		
			
				337

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1982

			

		

		
			
				– The use of violence stands in opposition to our ideals. We do not, however, give up the right to actively defend ourselves if the situation forces us to do so […],

				We express solidarity with all societies and nations enslaved by Soviet totalitarianism and imperialism, with their struggle for independence and civil and religious freedoms […]. We call on democratic societies to con-tinue supporting our fight for freedom and human dignity so that our today doesn’t become their tomorrow.

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” publishes the “Appeal” of Warsaw actors: […] Due to the current material situation of the theatre community and in connection with a genuine threat that WRON will indeed start closing down defiant theatre teams under the pretence of self-funding of theatres, War-saw actors, members of NSZZ “Solidarity” appeal to worker crews of our capital: “Do not go to the cinema to see propaganda junk made by directors Poręba and Petelski! Instead, visit good theatres! Fill in the seats in the theatre, keeping the actors’ boycott of television alive, thereby voting against WRON […]”.

				16

				The SB detains Lech Wałęsa. To prevent him from participating in the celebrations at the monu-ment of Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970, the Solidarity leader is driven around in an MO squad car for 9 hours. However, during the celebrations at the monument, his temperate speech is read out: […] Let’s not lose hope. I believe that we have sown the seed which fell very deep. […] We, who yet live, are responsible to those who died defending our common cause. […] Let’s not get pushed off the path of seeking our goals peacefully.

				In the Church of Mary, the Victorious in Toruń, Rev. Stanisław Kardasz celebrates a holy mass for the Motherland. From that point onwards, these masses are held every 16th day of the month, attracting Solidarity activists from the entire region. After mass, Antoni Stawikowski, chair of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Toruń Region, usually delivers a speech.

				17

				The first meeting of the Tymczasowa Rada Krajowa Patriotycznego Ruchu Odrodzenia Naro-dowego (Interim National Council of the Patriotic National Rebirth Movement) occurs. Jan Dobraczyński is chosen as chair, and Marian Orzechowski (PZPR) as secretary general. Vice-chairs include Józef Czyrek (PZPR), Alfred Beszterda (SD), and Jerzy Grzybczak (ZSL), and members in-clude well-known creators, inter alia, Halina Auderska, Leopold Buczkowski, Alina and Czesław Centkiewicz, Arkady Fiedler, Zbigniew Nienacki, Wojciech Żukrowski.

				18

				The PRL Sejm passed an act on suspending martial law and special legal regulation during this period, which means maintaining the repressiveness of the legal order for opposition activities.
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				19

				In the course of implementing the act, the Council of State adopted a resolution suspending martial law as of 31 December 1982.

				The SB shut down an underground printing house found at the vacation home of the famous actor Mariusz Dmochowski in Popowo.

				20

				The Prime Minister appoints a National Culture Council – an advisory body of 150 people, 100 of whom are appointed by name. Its chair is Prof. Bogdan Suchodolski.

				23

				The Minister of Internal Affairs, General Czesław Kiszczak, orders the release of all internees. De-tention centres are shut down. At the same time, by way of a decision of Chief Military Prosecu-tor’s Office, members of the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission: Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jaworski, Marian Jurczyk, Karol Modzelewski, Grzegorz Palka, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, and Jan Rulewski, who have thus far been interned, are arrested.

				26

				A letter in defence of the arrested members of the National Commission is signed by Klemens Szaniawski, Andrzej Wajda, Jerzy Szacki, Andrzej Kijowski, Halina Mikołajska, Marian Brandys, Julian Stryjkowski, Benedykt Zientara, Barbara Grochulska, Marian Małowist, Stefan Kieniewicz, Hanna Geremek, Barbara Stanosz, Janusz Sławiński, Zofia Stefanowska, Andrzej Wyrobisz, Ro-man Zimand, Krystyna Tarnawska, Zbigniew Raszewski. They state, inter alia, that the arrest of the seven interned Solidarity leaders on 23 December deserves condemnation by society […]. By arresting the seven members of the Solidarity National Commission, the authorities made a symbolic gesture which should not be left unanswered. We also treat this matter as a symbol. We demand those ar-rested to be released.

				27

				Janusz Pałubicki, the TZR Greater Poland Solidarity chair, is arrested. Soon after that, other people are also arrested and put on trial under the same indictment for the crime of acting within an ille-gal trade union under the name Tymczasowy Zarząd Regionu Wielkopolska NSZZ “Solidarność” (NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Board of the Greater Poland Region). These include: Krystyna Lasko-wicz, Marek Gaula, Piotr Dembek, Przemysław Szlachetka, Bolesław Matylla, Marek Zierhoffer, Tomasz Żmójdzin, Jerzy Kręślewski, Witolda Stelmachowska, Andrzej Porawski, Roman Schefke, Leonard Szymański, Andrzej Malus, and Józefa Ratajczak.
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				The Voivodeship Court in Wrocław, presided by Judge Janusz Ostrowski, sentences the leader of the Solidarity RKS of Lower Silesia, Piotr Bednarz, to 4 years in prison for creating the RKS and directing the strike at DOLMEL and PAFAWAG, initiating and directing strikes and street protests, prop-aganda actions […] calling for opposition to the authorities, creating unrest, material losses, death (31 August 1982), Solidarity radio programmes, conspiracy work (pseudonyms, cyphers, messengers). Defence attorneys were Henryk Rossa and J. Nadolski.

				28

				Windows were broken in Bychawa near Lublin, at the PZPR Municipal and Gmina Committee building.

				29

				Wrocław SB detains the chair of the Wrocław branch of ZLP, writer Lothar Herbst, and subjects him to brutal interrogation, trying to force him to emigrate.

				31

				In Warsaw, around midnight, Radio Solidarity broadcasts a programme for political prisoners held at the jail at Rakowiecka St., having set up on an adjacent building. The prisoners chant “Solidarity!” and “Dziękujemy!” (“Thank you!”).

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1983

				The Jerzy Giedroyc Literary Institute publishes the “Raport z oblężonego Miasta i inne wiersze” (“Report from a Besieged City and Other Poems”) by Zbigniew Herbert, which is a collection of poems describing the state of mind of the Polish people during martial law. Critics deem it to be one of the poet’s most significant works. Some poems from the book were known before, and copies were circulated. Przemysław Gintrowski writes music to the poems and performs them as songs.

				January

				In Paris, Issue No. 1 of the “Zeszyty Literackie” (“Literary Notebooks”) quarterly is released (editor-in-chief Barbara Toruńczyk; the team includes Stanisław Barańczak, Ewa Bieńkowska and Woj-ciech Karpiński). The quarterly publishes works by the most prominent authors from Eastern Europe.

				The Helsinki Committee operating in Poland published its first report “Prawa człowieka i oby-watela w PRL w okresie stanu wojennego (13.12.1981–31.12.1982)” (“Human and Citizens’ Rights in the PRL During Martial Law (13 December 1981–31 December 1982))”, prepared for the review convention of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) to be held in Madrid in March of 1983. From the foreword to the report: 

				We only want to counteract lawlessness by widely disseminating information on its manifestations […]. Con-sidering that the cases of breaking the law by institutions created to protect it, such as law enforcement and the judicial system, are particularly drastic, we wish to focus especially on their operations. We also want to investigate all sorts of repressions applied against people for their beliefs and political activities, regardless of their beliefs. 

				8

				In a prison in Białystok, 33-year-old Zbigniew Simoniuk, activist of the Białostocki Komitet Obrony Więzionych za Przekonania (Białystok Committee for the Defence of People Imprisoned for Their Beliefs) commits suicide. In January 1981, at a street in Białystok, he had flammable liquid poured over him and set on fire – circumstantial evidence indicated that MO officers did this. In April 1981, he went missing for a few days; he was later found suffering from extreme 
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				exhaustion, with wounds and burn marks. In December 1981, he was interned, and in October 1982, he was arrested and sentenced to 2 years of deprivation of liberty.

				12

				In the Polski Theatre in Warsaw, as part of the event organised as part of the Społeczny Tydzień Sceny Polskiej (Polish Stage Social Week), the audience chants “Solidarity!” for 15 minutes.

				In Warsaw, SB officers under Captain Grzegorz Piotrowski abduct Janusz Krupski, an activ-ist of the democratic opposition, and take him away to the Kampinos Forest Once there, they pour a corrosive liquid (a mixture of lye, phenol, and lysol) all over him and leave him there unconscious.

				13

				In many cities around Poland, including Gdańsk, Poznań, Warsaw, and Wrocław, holy mass is con-ducted for the Motherland and those who were arrested or are persecuted.

				The expulsion of Ruth E. Gruber, a UPI correspondent, from Poland resulted in the U.S. au-thorities expelling the PAP (Polish Press Agency) correspondent Stanisław Głąbiński.

				Government press reports that almost 5,000 applications to register new trade unions were submitted to various courts (these were so-called WRON unions not supported by most of the crews). 

				14

				Warsaw SB conducts searches at premises occupied by writers Wiktor Woroszylski, Marek Nowa-kowski, Kazimierz Orłoś and Piotr Wierzbicki. The writers are also subjected to long interrogations.

				Lech Wałęsa reports to work at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard. He tells Western jour-nalists assembled there that, inter alia:

				I return to where I came from, to the birthplace of Solidarity, believing that my place is with the people who gave me their trust. I remain in solidarity with all my colleagues, first and foremost with those who were imprisoned or lost their jobs, with all those who remained faithful to our shared ideals. 

				He is not, however, allowed into the shipyard because his pass has expired.
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				20

				From the statement of authors involved with Solidarity directed to writers, critics, and translators of literature, members of ZLP and the Polish Pen Club, as guidelines during the validity period of specific acts of law giving the government, Party and WRON unlimited possibility to oppress society. […]

				1. Remember that the right of a person expressed in the phrase “freedom of speech”, expressed inter alia in Article 19 of the Human Rights Pacts ratified by the PRL Council of State in 1977, allows you to speak loudly, bear witness to the truth, describe the times we live in. In officially published books and international pub-lications, in official letters, we should demand mention of the interventions of state-mandated censorship.

				2. Avoid embarrassing “deals” with the authorities, which ruthlessly squash the social renewal movement. Do not accept national awards or medals, do not appear on television or radio, or agree to interviews in the official press. Have your works printed only in those official periodicals that readers find trustworthy.

				3. As far as possible, support NSZZ “Solidarity”, underground activists, as an authentic social movement op-posing repressions and violence. Support its cultural initiatives and, most of all, independent publications.

				4. Avoid all hidden and overt collaboration, i.e. conduct that would constitute any support for the govern-ment. Do not keep relations with collaborators. Do not participate in any “actions”, “days”, celebrations, etc.

				5. As far as possible, oppose violence. Oppose the destruction of Polish culture. Engage in any available form of protest. Help the persecuted.

				These principles should be observed until martial law is lifted, the laws enabling repressions are repealed, those arrested are released, and all human rights in our country are respected. We also deem reinstatement of the law allowing extensive trade union activity to be another essential condition.

				22

				The TKK issues a programme statement “Solidarność dziś” (“Solidarity Today”): 

				[…] The goal of our struggle is still to implement the programme of the 1st National Convention of NSZZ “Solidarity” Delegates, a programme of democratic reforms necessary to restore the country after its fall. […] Implementation of the programme requires a situation where the authorities will be forced to seek a compromise with society. Only then will it be possible to start the reform process and ensure conditions for independent trade unions, organisations and associations representing social interests to operate in the open? For the Polish government to be open to concessions and for the perspective of reforms to become real, it is necessary to act, leading to a breakdown of the current dictatorship. […]

				From the statement of Solidarity activists (including Lech Wałęsa, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bronisław Geremek, Andrzeja Celiński, and Janusz Onyszkiewicz) regarding the arrest of the members of KK NSZZ “Solidarity”: 

				The arrest of the NSZZ “Solidarity” leaders interned on 13 December 1981: Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jawor-ski, Marian Jurczyk, Karol Modzelewski, Grzegorz Palka, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Jana Rulewski, is an act of revenge on the part of the totalitarian government for which the creation in August ’80 of an actual and independent organisation meant the end of the fiction of social support, an end of the current system of 
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				governance based on wilfulness and lawlessness of the party apparatus and administration. […] Prosecut-ing democratically elected representatives of a 10 million-strong Trade Union is the same as prosecuting the entire Solidarity to the August Agreement and the democratisation process they began. […] We call on the International Labour Organizations, the UN Human and Citizens’ Rights Commission, and Amnesty Interna-tional to send their observers to Poland to control and tell the world about the occurring legal proceedings.

				24

				Legal proceedings begin against Radio Solidarity at the Warsaw District Court. On the same day, Radio Solidarity airs another programme where we can hear that, inter alia, The founders of inde-pendent radio stations in democratic countries are subject to a fine and possibly an arrest. Over here – 10 years in prison. […] Our Trade Union has been outlawed, but Radio Solidarity lives on and acts to defend the ideals of Solidarity, which no government can ever destroy. The sentence is announced on 17 March.

				On the anniversary of the January Uprising, hundreds of Warsaw citizens arrive at the cathe-dral. After holy mass, around a thousand people march to the made-up flower crosses near St Anne’s Church and the Church of the Visitation Sisters at Krakowskie Przedmieście. People St., shouting “Solidarity!” and singing religious hymns; ZOMO forces intervene.

				29

				During the “Dziennik TV” news service, Radio Solidarity in Poznań airs a short 5-minute pro-gramme on the television’s audio channel.

				31

				In Radom, 38-year-old Jacek Jerz, a Solidarity and KPN activist, dies in mysterious circumstances. During martial law, he was interned at the detention centre in Kielce–Piaski and later in Kwidzyn, where he was severely beaten and eventually released with the last group of internees on 19 December 1982.

				In Wejherowo, at the cemetery of the fallen, the Soviet Soldiers Monument is vandalised.

				February

				1

				The rationing of soap and laundry detergent is lifted.
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				2

				Marek Edelman, member of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Ziemia Łódzka (Łodź Lands) ZR, delegate of the 1st Solidarity KZD, the only surviving commander of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943, refuses to participate in the Honorary Committee of the celebrations of the Uprising’s 40th anniversary: 

				Celebrating our anniversary here, where humiliation and enslavement now hang over the whole of social life, where words and gestures have been wholly falsified, is a betrayal of our struggle, is a participation in something utterly contrary to it, is an act of cynicism and contempt. I will not participate in it – and I will not accept the involvement of others, wherever they come from and whatever they claim to be […].

				During a consistory at the Vatican, the Primate of Poland Archbishop Glemp was appointed cardinal. 

				9

				Writer Maria Kuncewiczowa refuses to accept the Order of Polonia Restituta. In the letter to the Minister of Culture Kazimierz Żygulski, she writes, inter alia, As a supporter of civil liberties, I cannot accept a medal from a country which does not respect these liberties.

				12

				An announcement of Poland’s Main Statistical Office (GUS) is published. The Gross National In-come in 1982 decreased by 8%, compared to the already bad result of 1981. Industrial production during martial law decreased by 2%, agricultural production – by 4.5%, and socialised residen-tial construction industry – by 8%. Maintenance costs increased by 102.3%, and consumption decreased by 15%. Although the population’s income increased by 63%, the zloty’s purchasing power decreased daily. Despite pay raises, actual wages in industry decreased by 25.5%.

				The Military Prosecutor’s Office completed its 3-day questioning of Lech Wałęsa as a witness in the court case against Jacek Kuroń and other KSS “KOR” members.

				13

				In Wrocław, around 1,500 people assembled in the cathedral after mass. Candles were lit around the flag with the writing “Solidarity”. People chanted, „Młodzież z partią się rozprawi!” (“Youths will deal with the party!”), “Solidarity!”, “Chcemy chleba, chcemy mięsa, niech nam żyje Lech Wałęsa!” (“We want bread, we want meat, long live Lech Wałęsa!”), “Frasyniuk!”, and “Bednarz!” They formed into a march and headed towards Dzierżyński Sq. (now, Dominikański). ZOMO forces did not intervene.
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				16

				During the night, an attempt was made to set fire to the PZPR Municipal Committee headquar-ters in Bielsk Podlaski.

				17

				In Krakow, on the anniversary of NZS’s registration, after mass at the Dominican Church, a march of around 2,000 people, mainly university students, started towards the Collegium Maius. Once there, they placed a plaque reading: “Daj nam poczucie siły i Polskę daj nam żywą. NZS 17 II 1981–17 II 1983. Społeczność oporu NZS” (“Give us a sense of strength and a Poland alive. NZS 17 February 1981–17 February 1983. The NZS Resistance Community”). They went via the Planty Park to the Grunwald Monument, where they placed flowers and lit candles.

				23–24

				On these days in June, the 190th Polish Bishop’s Conference met: 

				The bishops discussed the current state of preparations for His Holiness’s second visit to his Motherland. Polish society had great hopes for this visit, which had been eagerly anticipated. The society also hoped that at least some of the pressing social issues would be solved by then. An announcement of amnesty was expected for those convicted for actions in connection with the imposition of martial law in December 1981. Complete social justice for all citizens was also expected.

				March

				3

				The London-based “Times” periodical publishes a letter by British intellectuals defending the imprisoned KSS “KOR” activists.

				4

				The Polish Press Agency PAP reports that by 20 February, 5,164 people had submitted applica-tions to emigrate from Poland, which were approved in 4,510 cases.

				In Warsaw, the writer Aleksander Małachowski, a member of ZR NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia, was arrested on charges of continuing trade union activity. Zbigniew Bujak, who was arrested alongside him on 2 March, escaped the MO.
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				5

				56-year-old Jan Ziółkowski, member of Solidarity and associate of the Komitet Budowy Pom-nika Czerwca 1956 (Committee to Build a Monument in Honor of June 1956), dies in Poznań. On 1 March 1983, he was called in for questioning at the 5th MO Precinct Station in Poznań and bru-tally beaten. The cause of death was announced to be blunt force trauma. Constant searches harassed his wife and calls for questioning, trying to persuade her to abandon her efforts to find out the causes of her husband’s death. 

				7

				After yet another questioning at the MO Voivodeship Precinct in Katowice, 41-year-old Józef Larysz, chair of the KZ NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Elwro Plant in Pszczyna, dies of a heart attack.

				8

				On the anniversary of the events of March ’68, a demonstration was held at the University of Warsaw. From a leaflet signed by NZS and MKK Solidarity: 

				Fifteen years ago, university students in Warsaw took to the streets after censorship suspended the staging of the play “Dziady” (“The Forefathers”). They were protesting the destruction of national culture and the lies in mass media. An answer to their appeals is mass MO attacks. They involved beatings, nightsticks, and gas. They were called ruffians; many were put before a court and thrown out of the university. However, that was not enough for the authorities, so even more underhanded methods were used to deal with social unrest. During a rally on Warsaw University premises to defend repressed students, buses full of workers arrive at the central courtyard. The workers were used to disperse the assembled. Although most of the workers were, in fact, MO officers in disguise, March 1968 remained a symbol of social division. We must remember this today when the government wants to divide the nation at any cost. When it divides us into extremists and “oblivious masses”, into Jews and antisemites, into ignoramuses and those of the enlightened society, let us remember the purpose of all this; let us keep the solidarity […].

				9

				During an assembly of the PRF Zespoły Filmowe (Film Crews) party organisation, a paper was adopted entitled: “Polityczna ocena działalności zespołów filmowych w ostatnich dwóch latach” (“A Political Assessment of Film Crew Activities in the Last Two Years”) as a set of guidelines for the development of Polish cinema. 

				After 13 December 1981, 15 fictional films were released. […] Things got worse from 1978 onwards when the views of the Stowarzyszenie Filmowców – SFP (Filmmakers’ Association – SFP) started, including anar-chist and syndicate elements concurrent with the concepts expressed by Jacek Kuroń. SFP demanded cin-ema to be independent; it reached out to grasp power […]. Much damage was made by the so-called “kino moralnego niepokoju” (“cinema of moral anxiety”) […]. Contemporary movies glorified Solidarity: Western 

			

		

	
		
			
				347

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1983

			

		

		
			
				patronage supported these kinds of works and exerted pressure for these movies to be screened at Western film festivals. […] If the authorities had watched the moral anxiety movies more carefully, this catastrophe would have been avoided. […]

				17

				The Warsaw Military District Court summarily sentences Zbigniew Romaszewski to 4.5 years in prison, Zofia Romaszewska to 3 years, Marek Rasiński to 2.5 years, Danuta Jadczak to 2 years, Zbigniew Pietrzak to 1.5 years suspended for four years, Dariusz Rutkowski to 2 years, Jacek Bąk to 1.5 years for organising Radio Solidarity and disseminating false information in Warsaw about the social and political situation in the country that could cause public unrest or riots, as well as pub-licly calling for insubordination or undermining acts passed by the government, including by calling people to go on strike. The defending attorneys were Jan Olszewski, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, An-drzej Bąkowski, Stanisław Karpiński, Andrzej Grabiński, Stanisław Szczuka, Krzysztof Piesiewicz, Tomasz Wardzyński, Maciej Dubois, Jerzy Woźniak, Jacek Taylor.

				21

				In Warsaw, a trial began before the Voivodeship Military Court concerning nine people from the MRKS leadership, amongst around 20 people arrested in connection with the case from July to December 1982. The sentence was passed on 19 May.

				23

				In light of the approaching May 1st and May 3rd celebrations and John Paul II’s visit to Poland, TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” issues the following statements:

				To His Holiness: On behalf of NSZZ “Solidarity” members, we would like to express our deep reverence and devotion. Our society awaits eagerly to see you. We need this now more than ever. We hope this meeting will reinforce our hope, faith, and love, as well as the ideological foundations of our movement, with which we grew up and wish to remain faithful.

				To the working man: On behalf of NSZZ “Solidarity”, we send our best wishes to all workers on the occasion of the May 1st holiday. On this day, workers will demonstrate under the slogan of inter-enterprise solidarity. […] Our Union is operating illegally under MO terror; thousands of Solidarity activists went through camps and prisons, and thousands of people are still behind bars with long sentences. The striking and demonstrat-ing people were beaten, hundreds were crippled, and several dozen were murdered in cold blood for the crime of defending their freedom and dignity. Repressions are ongoing. […] Solidarity will not let itself be destroyed; Solidarity lives and is well established in many companies. The Union is still in operation and will not abandon the defence of workers’ rights nor the social and political reform process in Poland. We fight for the right to operate legally, for freedom for political prisoners, and for the persecution of activists of the independent trade union movement to stop. On the eve of the 1 May celebrations, we would like to thank all international professionals and other organisations, as well as individuals who, through their actions, prove that human solidarity still exists.
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				On the anniversary of 3 May: The anniversary of signing the Constitution of 3 May is close. One hundred ninety-two years ago, our forefathers signed a document that put our country on the path of political and social development. The rebirth of the Nation and State was interrupted by a Russian military intervention supported by the native Targowica Confederation. […] In August ’80, our Union inaugurated the process of social and economic reform. We created a chance to save the country from a catastrophe brought about by thirty years of Communist rule.

				26–27

				In Poznań, people connected with publishing the “Solidarni” periodical – Włodzimiera Paszkie-wicz, Henryk Rychlewski, and Jerzy Rychlewski as well as distributors of three independent pub-lications from Toruń – Andrzej Ryba, Paweł Kiszka and Stanisław Zasada were arrested.

				30

				The body of 44-year-old Ryszard Kowalski, chair of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commis-sion at the “Katowice” Metalworks, is fished out of the Vistula River. He was arrested on 29 De-cember 1981 and imprisoned without a conviction until 24 January 1983. On 7 February 1983, he left his home to look for work and went missing. The investigation was limited to questioning two witnesses and an autopsy. 

				April

				9–11

				In Warsaw, Lech Wałęsa meets the TKK, thus confirming TKK’s right to issue statements on behalf of Solidarity. 

				10

				Polish Defender Force, an organisation created in New York to defend Polish opposition activists, publishes an appeal in “The New York Times” to free political prisoners in the PRL, signed by 27 scientific and art community celebrities.

				14

				Lech Wałęsa receives a honoris causa doctorate from Harvard University. Editor rooms of the Swedish “Dagens Nyheter” and the Danish “Politiken” awarded the Solidarity leader a reward of 50,000 crowns for fighting for the right to life in liberty and truth. L. Wałęsa donates this sum to defend human rights in Poland.
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				15

				The body of 21-year-old Bogusław Podborączyński, activist of the underground Solidarity from Nysa, who went missing on 14 March, was fished out of the river.

				16

				In the Warsaw district of Żoliborz, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko celebrates mass at the St Stanislaus Kostka Church on the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. After the mass, Jan Józef Lipski delivers a lecture about the uprising.

				17

				Rev. Stanisław Kowalczyk – Friar Honoriusz, a Dominican brother and academic chaplain from Poznań is severely wounded in a car accident. He dies on 8 May. The circumstances of the accident point to the SB as the perpetrator.

				Unofficial celebrations of the 40th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising are underway, attended by around 1,100 people. Janusz Onyszkiewicz gives a speech and is later detained. The MO officers cordoned off access to the monument at the Umschlagplatz. Lech Wałęsa is detained on the way to the celebrations and kept at a precinct station in Olsztyn.

				19

				Writer Jerzy Andrzejewski, founding member of KOR and later KSS “KOR”, dies.

				20

				During a Wednesday audience, John Paul II appeals to Polish youths to avoid emigrating: Our Lady of Jasna Góra! Keep these young minds and strong arms for the great common cause, the name of which is Poland.

				21

				The TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” on the motion of the Zespół ds. Kultury (Culture Team), for the first time, grants the Solidarity Cultural Awards for 1981/1982. They are honorary in nature. The re-cipients are: Ryszard Bugajski – for directing the movie “Przesłuchanie” (“The Interrogation”) (not in official circulation), Jerzy Jarocki – for directing the play “Mord w katedrze” (“Murder in the Cathedral”), Krzysztof Kieślowski – for directing the movie “Przypadek” (“Blind Chance”), Marek Nowakowski – for a short story volume entitled “Raport o stanie wojennym” (“A report on mar-tial law”), Andrzej Piekutowski – for the movie “Chłopi ’81” (“The Peasants ’81”), Jan Polkowski – for his poetry, Janusz Zaorski – for directing the movie “Matka Królów” (“Mother of Kings”), Zbigniew Zapasiewicz – for the role of Łunin, anonymous for the song “Idą pancry na ‘Wujek’” 
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				(“Tanks Are Coming to ‘Wujek’”), Lech Bądkowski – for his literary and publicist activity and for editing the “Samorządność” (“Self-Governance”) weekly, Tomasz Jastrun – for his poetry during martial law, Jan Krzysztof Kelus – for songs from recent years, Andrzej Szczepkowski – for his role in the play “Ambassador” by S. Mrożek, Teatr Ósmego Dnia (Eighth Day Theatre) – for the play “Mandelsztam”.

				23

				Józef Pinior, chair of the Lower Silesia RKS and member of the TKK, is arrested. Fighting Solidarity does not allow the successor appointed by J. Pinior due to suspicions of him having ties to the SB. Marek Muszyński becomes the new chair of RKS and receives support from the SW in rebuilding RKS structures weakened by the arrests.

				In Gorzów Wielkopolski, an underground organisation called the Ruch Młodzieży Niezależnej (Independent Youth Movement) was created. It was founded by Marek Rusakiewicz and Krzysz-tof Sobolewski, who remains in hiding.

				26

				From a letter of the crew of “Elmor” in Gdańsk to the Council of State: 

				We do not know about high-level politics, nor do we understand what vital national interests require harm-ing a person, and one so well known for his honesty. Solidarity was outlawed, but no one took away our moral duty to defend our colleague […]. Considering people such as Andrzej Gwiazda remaining in jail, national agreement declarations are another dishonest line for the newspapers.

				Andrzej Gwiazda was interned on 13 December 1981. By way of a decision of the Military Pros-ecutor’s Office, he was arrested on 23 December 1982 and accused of attempting to overthrow the country’s political system.

				29–30

				The SB, impersonating Radio Solidarity, calls for the May 1st demonstrations to be cancelled: 

				We know about ZOMO preparations and orders, what they are capable of, and what the results can be if those who deem themselves to be the guardians of public order charge at us. We don’t want any victims right before the visit of our Polish Pope. For that reason, the Komitet Organizacyjny Obchodów 1 Maja NSZZ “Solidarność” (NSZZ “Solidarity” May 1st Celebrations Organisation Committee) of the Mazovia Region de-cided to change the form of our protest.
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				30

				Radio Solidarity Świdnik, founded and headed by a locksmith from the WSK “Świdnik” works – Henryk Gontarz airs its first broadcast. The radio station operated for five years (until 1988) and aired 43 programmes from 14 February 1984 on the audio channel of TVP with a power of 62 W.

				May 

				1

				Solidarity demonstrations take place in Bielawa, Bydgoszcz, Częstochowa, Dzierżoniów, Lublin, Łódź, Poznań, Szczecin, Świdnica, and many other cities. In Gdańsk, Gdynia, Krakow, Nowa Huta, Warsaw, and Wrocław, the protesters are attacked by ZOMO forces. Around a thousand people were detained. 

				In Nowa Huta, in front of the Our Lord’s Ark Church, 29-year-old Ryszard Smagur is killed, hit in the neck by a gas canister. 

				In Wrocław, several thousand people protest. The independent protest joins the route of the official march, and MO gas canisters also fall on the stands filled with Communist officials. Dur-ing the protest, 51-year-old Bernard Łyskawa died of a heart attack – after he collapsed as the result of being hit in the chest by a gas canister. ZOMO forces prevented an anonymous doctor’s attempt to save his life.

				3

				Protests continue in many cities, including Krakow, Lublin, Poznań, and Warsaw.

				Warsaw – protests are held in the Old Town. In the afternoon, a group of SB officers forcefully enters the premises of the Primate’s Aid Committee at St Martin’s Church, from where it abducts five employees and brings them out to a forest near Warsaw, including a poet and opposition activist Barbara Sadowska.

				4

				The French Literary Freedom Award is granted to Marek Nowakowski for his “Raport o stanie wojennym” (“Report on Marshal Law”).

				5

				Lech Wałęsa meets with foreign journalists. He deems the unofficial celebrations of May 1st as a success of “Solidarity”: The people have answered the TKK’s call. Everyone could see that only 
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				violence prevented them from demonstrating according to their will and that “Solidarity” exists. He declares that I am still prepared to talk, even though many abused and beaten members of “Solidar-ity” are opposed to this. […] Only “Solidarity” can partner in dialogue with the authorities, not political troupes like PRON or the new trade unions.

				From the message of the Polish Episcopate from the 192nd Plenary Assembly: The expectation that the pilgrimage of His Holiness today becomes a pilgrimage of national hope. Within this hope, we should expect martial law to be lifted, with a complete restoration of civil liberties, the release of prisoners convicted in connection with martial law, forgetting actions qualified by the law in connec-tion with martial law as infringing on the legal order, and to rehire those fired from work due to their beliefs to their former positions.

				6

				Leaders of all factions of the trade union movement in Poland from before 13 December 1981 appeal to the Praesidium of the PRL Sejm: 

				[…] Implementing the act of 8 October 1982 on trade unions destroyed over one hundred years of achieve-ment of the various factions of the trade union movement in our country. The new union organisations currently being created fail to achieve wide social approval. […] The truth of social development, once again confirmed by the events of the last months and years, shows beyond doubt that not all goals may be achieved by administrative means, especially since they cannot change societal awareness. During the post-August period, deep changes occurred regarding society’s views and attitudes. A new quality was created that the government needs to acknowledge and consider. […] Restoration of the liberties taken away is one of the necessary elements of the desired and actual national agreement. It will foster the activity necessary to guide Poland out of the crisis she finds herself in. […] Motivated by a deep concern about the fate of our country, we think it necessary to take decisive steps to improve the situation, and in particular:

				– to immediately implement the principle of plurality of the trade union movement,

				– to release all those imprisoned for trade union or protest activities or their beliefs,

				– to rehire all those fired for trade union activities […].

				The appeal was signed by: Lech Wałęsa, Stanisław Rusinek, Jacek Merkel – Solidarity, B. Fiutowski, Bogdan Stelmach, Michał Żórawski – Konfederacja Autonomicznych Związków Zawodowych (Autonomous Trade Union Confederation), Albin Melcer, Jan Simon – industry trade unions, Antoni Łopata, Jan Trynkowski – Polish Teachers’ Union.

				Except for Wałęsa, all those listed above and their advisors (Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Ma-zowiecki, Jan Olszewski and Władysław Siła-Nowicki) were detained for 48 hours.

				7–9

				The 1st National PRON Congress takes place. It adopts a “Programme Declaration, an Appeal to the Nation and an Appeal for Peace”. Jan Dobraczyński is appointed chair.

			

		

	
		
			
				353

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1983

			

		

		
			
				10

				The “Głos Wybrzeża”, followed by television and PAP, attack the confessor of Lech Wałęsa, Rev. Henryk Jankowski, suggesting that his father was a supporter of Hitler and died on the eastern front as a Wehrmacht soldier.

				The PRL Council of State legalises the first federation of the so-called neo-trade unions (metalworkers).

				12

				From a discourse of the Primate of Poland Cardinal Glemp on St Stanislaus Day (Krakow, Na Skałce Church): 

				It’s a small wonder that the Catholic hierarchy in Poland aided the internees and prisoners, all oppressed, due to martial law and that it continues to do so. If some wish to use the church for other purposes, we ask that they do not. We don’t want our churches to be places where political slogans are heard. However, we also do not wish for stun grenades to be thrown inside.

				Any documents mentioning NSZZ “Solidarity” are removed from voivodeship archives and moved to the archive of the KC PZPR. All publications, including “Tygodnik Solidarność”, are re-moved from libraries and reading rooms throughout Poland, even from the National Library. Forty thousand copies of the book entitled “Wałęsa” printed before 13 December are destroyed. Only a few copies are saved.

				A purge of cinematography is conducted with the following people being sidelined: from the X Team, artistic manager Andrzej Wajda, literary director – Bolesław Michałek, production manager – Barbara Pec–Ślesicka, from the Aneks Team – artistic director Grzegorz Królikiewicz, from the Silesia Team – artistic manager Andrzej Werner. Andrzej Wajda faced accusations that X Team movies are contrary to the cultural policies of the socialist state and that he cannot direct the team properly since he is not present in the country and hasn’t been for some time. Wajda responded by saying that all movies in Poland are approved by the state administration, which is, in fact, implementing the cultural policies of the state, and that in 1981, according to the assess-ment of cinematography authorities, the X Team was ranked first in terms of artistic and financial value. Furthermore, after he made “Danton” the previous year, he remained in the country for six months and started a new movie in West Germany as late as March. In conclusion, he states: Therefore, the matter may be to have me not make movies in Poland at all. […] I was, am, and will remain a Polish movie director, and no government will ever change that fact.
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				14

				18-year-old Grzegorz Przemyk, a high school senior at the Andrzej Frycz-Modrzewski General Education Secondary School No. 17, dies. He was detained by MO officers on 12 May 1983 in the Old Town and brutally beaten at the precinct station at Jezuicka St. The officer on duty was in-structing the torturers: Beat him so that you don’t leave any marks.

				16

				The RKW NSZZ “Solidarity” Mazovia Region issues a statement following the death of Grzegorz Przemyk, where it writes inter alia: 

				This crime is not a coincidence. Since 13 December 1981, uniformed, plainclothes officers killed at least sev-eral dozen people – the number of those who were severely beaten is still impossible to determine. Tortur-ing the defenceless, most often randomly detained people in precincts and jails is a common occurrence. ZOMO forces practice bestial methods on the streets of almost every Polish city, recently even in churches. […] This newest crime must be met with universal condemnation. Every person, regardless of their beliefs, should protest it. We demand: 

				– an investigation to be launched immediately against the killers of Grzegorz Przemyk and for it to be con-ducted under constant and honest social control,

				– the means of violence applied against defenceless citizens be publicly stigmatised, and for all responsible for their use and those tolerating their use to be held to account,

				– that the murderous ZOMO is to be disbanded.

				We call on all units of our Union, all people of goodwill, to organise actions in support of these demands. […] We cannot let nameless murderers kill innocent people in our country.

				An executive ordinance of the Ministry of National Education concerning verification in high-er education institutions comes into force. Stage one concerns those who sit on collegiate bodies – deans, associate deans, institute directors, department heads, etc. Assessment is to be carried out by commissions comprised of the rector, vice-rectors (those already verified by the ministe-rial commission), representatives of the Voivodeship Defence Committee, KW PZPR secretary, leaders of ZSL and SD university chapters, and the head of the military college. Assessment will include ethical and civic attitude, expressed by acceptance of statutory principles contained in the PRL Constitution and formulated in laws on higher education.

				In Paris, exiled citizens of Afghanistan, Albania, Argentina, Bulgaria, Chile, Cuba, Cambodia, Estonia, Laos, Lithuania, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Poland, Romania, USSR, CSR, and Vietnam cre-ated the Resistance Internationale: The organisation intends to support all victims of dictatorships. In the hierarchy of threats, Communist imperialism, which is openly declaring its goal of conquering the World, is the greatest menace.
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				17

				Bronisław Geremek is arrested in Warsaw. He is accused of organising illegal assemblies and dis-seminating fake news. He was released under the 1983 Amnesty Act.

				19

				Grzegorz Przemyk’s funeral takes place in Warsaw, attended by several thousand people. During the funeral mass at St Stanislaus Kostka Church, Rev. Bronisław Dembowski says, inter alia: We already know that it is possible to beat a person up without killing him. But we are Christians, and we know that Christ on the cross said – Forgive them, for they know not what they do.

				Due to public pressure, the Voivodeship Prosecutor’s Office in Warsaw announces that it will launch an investigation. 

				During the MRKS trial, the Warsaw District Military Court presided by Maj Czesław Łączyński sentences Adam Borowski to 3.5 years in prison [Supreme Court Military Chamber, taking ac-count of the prosecutor’s revision, changed the sentence on 12 August to 6 years in prison, com-muted – under the amnesty – by half], Wacław Skudniewski to 1.5 years, Jerzy Bogumił to 2 years, Bogusław Gołębiowski to 2 years, Roman Bielański to 2 years, Elżbieta Stobe to 2 years, suspended for three years, Mieczysław Nowak to 2 years, suspended for two years, for having, in cooperation with other persons, created or taken part in a trade union under the name “Międzyzakładowy Robotniczy Komitet Solidarności” (“Inter-Enterprise Worker Solidarity Committee”), the existence, order, and structure were to remain a secret from law enforcement. Its purpose was to infringe on the binding legal order […] criminally. Prosecuting attorneys were Czesław Jarosławski and Cpt Olgierd Iz-brandt. Defence attorneys included Władysław Siła-Nowicki, Jerzy Woźniak, Zofia Adamowicz, Andrzej Mieroszewicz, Jan Olszewski, Stanisław Szczuka, Andrzej Grabiński, Edward Wende, Ma-ciej Bednarkiewicz, Wiesław Johann, Henryk Sandomierski, Mirosław Brych. 

				20

				The spokesperson of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues a “Statement” – an official pro-test directed to Polish authorities:

				[…] The recent events in Poland are an obvious indication that serious acts of violence are committed on innocent victims. France remains convinced that the search for a permanent solution to the crisis needs to take account of the people’s aspirations: release of all prisoners, stopping all repressions, and a return to trade union pluralism.

			

		

	
		
			
				356

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1983

			

		

		
			
				23

				The Voivodeship Court in Elbląg renders a verdict in the trial of internees from Kwidzyn, who were beaten by the prison service and accused of assault on the officers. Zygmunt Goławski, Mirosław Duszak, and Adam Kozaczyński are sentenced to 2 years of deprivation of liberty, Andrzej Bober – 1.5 years, Władysław Kałudziński – 1 year, Radosław Sarnicki – a suspended sentence of 1 year and nine months. The judge presiding over the panel was Alfons Wierzbicki.

				26

				In Toruń, the Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners is celebrated, prepared and conducted by underground Solidarity structures. Leaflets and posters appear in workplaces and various other locations around the city. At 6:00 p.m. at Toruń’s St John the Baptist and St John the Evangelist Church, Bishop Marian Przykucki celebrates holy mass to lift martial law, release prisoners, and rehire people fired from work due to their beliefs. After the mass, a crowd of several thousand filled Żeglarska St. The MO officers did not intervene.

				Lech Wałęsa received the Social Justice Award from the American United Auto Workers Un-ion. Previous recipients included John F. Kennedy and Rev Martin Luther King.

				The press publishes the contents of an alleged conversation between Lech Wałęsa and his brother in Arłamów – the SB tries to prove that the brothers are thieves and frauds.

				27

				At a PRON meeting, General Czesław Kiszczak says, inter alia: 

				These increasingly frequent accusations of abusing power, including breach of bodily integrity of the citi-zens levelled against the ministry, are an outright lie and nonsense […]. The ministry regulates the issue of using physical coercion in detail. Each case must be described in detail in relevant documents, and each notification from the citizenry concerning irregularities is carefully investigated.

				28

				The Warsaw District Military Court renders a death sentence in absentia on Zdzisław Najder – his-torian of literature, leading expert on the works of Joseph Conrad, and since 1982, director of the Polish Section of Radio Free Europe.
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				June

				1

				In answer to an appeal of TKZ Solidarity, a 15-minute protest strike takes place at the Żerań Pas-senger Car Factory; workers demand to disclose the identities of the killers of Grzegorz Przemyk and an open-door trial.

				Butter, margarine, lard, and pork fat are no longer rationed. Chocolate rations increase from 100g to 200g per child per month.

				5

				Under a single-use permit of the President of Warsaw, a meeting of the Zarząd Główny Stowarzy-szenia Filmowców Polskich (Main Board of Polish Filmmakers Association) takes place where the ZG Praesidium along with Andrzej Wajda resign.

				16–23

				Pope John Paul II made his second pilgrimage to Poland. Along the route – in Warsaw, Częstochowa, Poznań, Katowice, Wrocław and Krakow – he was welcomed by Solidarity slogans and banners. In the Chochołowska Valley, the pope met with Lech Wałęsa and his family.

				From the sermon delivered on 17 June during mass at the 10th Anniversary Stadium in Warsaw: 

				A moral victory […] is the essence of the many-times-proclaimed renewal. This means a mature national and state order where fundamental human rights are respected. […] This order may be a victory for both the government and the governed. It must be reached through dialogue and agreement, the only way to allow the nation to have full citizens’ rights and social structures corresponding to its legitimate requirements; this will unleash the support the country needs to meet its obligations and through which the Nation will be able to express its sovereignty.

				From the sermon delivered on 18 June during mass at the Jasna Góra Sanctuary in Częstochowa:

				I am vigilant – which means further: I see the other person. I do not close off in the limited area of my inter-ests or judgement. I am vigilant, which means love for thy neighbour and essential human solidarity. I am vigilant, which also means I feel responsible for this huge common legacy called Poland. This name defines us all. This name obligates us all. This name costs us all.
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				From the sermon delivered on 20 June during mass at the Muchowiec Airport in Katowice:

				So therefore, my dear assembled at the Silesian land, accept in this huge community of ours, which is nearly too vast to take in fully, accept once more, from your countryman and successor to St Peter, the gospel of labour – and accept the gospel of social justice and love. Let it unite you around the Holy Mother of God in her sanctuary in Piekary, just like it united entire generations. Let it radiate outwards into the lives of people of hard labour in Silesia and throughout Poland. Let us also remember all the deceased working people, those who suffered fatal accidents in mines and other places – those who recently died during tragic events. All of them. We, who yet live, must make a moral effort connected with the gospel of labour: to introduce social justice and love into Polish life. Under the banner of Holy Mary – and with Her aid! And for that effort and hardship – Godspeed!

				During the time of John Paul II’s visit to Poland, political prisoners were held at the jail at Ra-kowiecka St. in Warsaw and announced a hunger strike, protesting against martial law. 

				17

				From the press conference of Jerzy Urban, government press secretary: [Wałęsa] This is a man who also failed to demonstrate that he understood anything after 13 December 1981. Lech Wałęsa will never be our partner.

				In Warsaw, 29-year-old Andrzej Gosiewski, an employee of the Nuclear Research Institute, dies in unexplained circumstances. Detained by MO officers when he was going home with a Sol-idarity banner after a mass celebrated by John Paul II at the 10th Anniversary Stadium, he was then convicted by the Petty Offences Court for disorderly conduct. Although the fine was paid, he never made it back home. His body was later found on a railway siding. The prosecutor’s office did not order an autopsy nor launch an investigation.

				20

				The Związek Polskich Artystów Plastyków (Association of Polish Artists and Designers) is dis-solved. Zdzisław Nawrocki – Head of the KC Cultural Department, offers a justification: Activities of the union’s management are going in an undesirable direction, it is strictly political, it acts against the principles of the socialist order and is consistent with the goals of the underground.

				26

				In Radom, on the 7th anniversary of worker protests, delegations from various companies place flowers at the June ’76 Monument. Additionally, holy mass is celebrated, after which several hun-dred people march silently from the church to the monument.

				28

				In Poznań, ZOMO forces disperse a protest on the anniversary of worker protests of June ’56.
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				30

				In Gdańsk, the body of 39-year-old Jan Samsonowicz, activist of the Ruch Młodej Polski (Young Poland Movement), Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Obywatela (Human and Citizen Rights De-fence Movement) and NSZZ “Solidarity” was found hanged on the fence of the RKS Stoczniowiec Stadium.

				July

				3

				From the statement of the TKK NSZZ “Solidarity”: 

				The days when His Holiness was staying in Poland were a time of great religious, moral, and social excite-ment. His words found a permanent place in our hearts and minds. The pilgrimage of the Polish Pope gave proper meaning to the words of all those who hold national sovereignty, social subjectivity, human dignity, and the sense of labour, the right to free association close to their hearts. During His Holiness’s visit, millions of Poles have expressed their will and faith in the victory of these values, in the triumph of good over evil. The future of our nation depends on how fast these values that are so close to many Poles’ lives will become a basis of social and political life in our country. Their restoration requires, which was strongly emphasised by His Holiness – decisiveness, courage, and perseverance in action.

				In connection with the announcement of the authorities concerning repealing martial law and applying relevant humanitarian and legal solutions, TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” declares:

				1.	In our current situation, a formal repeal of martial law without repealing the legislation introduced un-der it, which prevented any independent initiatives and social actions and guaranteed that the govern-ment had authority corresponding to that under martial law, will be an empty gesture without any political meaning.

				2.	A possible amnesty for prisoners arrested under martial law and convicted for defending workers’ rights and civil liberties due to society would not be an act of mercy but a restoration of the liberties of those illegally taken away.

				3.	So far, the indicator of the government’s intention was a system of governance that abolished all ac-quisitions of August ’80, especially the ban on the operation of independent trade unions and creative associations, brutal repressions, and MO terror, putting the country in deep social and economic crisis.

				4.	You can’t build trust on the ruins of August ’80. Society’s attitude during martial law, especially its comple-tion of tasks appointed by the union programme, the universality of the refusal front, mass participation in demonstrations of the Solidarity Celebrations and May 1st marches, and millions of protestors who showed their support for the Solidarity movement during His Holiness’ visit proved this. Our unity is our strength.

				5.	The nature of our fight for worker and citizen rights will depend on a sense of the government’s political realism. A formal repeal of martial law and an amnesty will not convince us to stop our activities. We are determined to continue our fight, inspired by the perseverance of those who have come before us.
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				14

				Zbigniew Bujak, in an interview for “Tygodnik Mazowsze”, talks about underground activists coming forward after 22 July: 

				Of course, it would be good if as many people as possible could return to their homes. This, however, only applies to the Union leadership and their essential coworkers, who are crucial for the national operation of Solidarity. We must expect them to sacrifice and put their personal lives on hold to enable Solidarity to work nationally.

				15

				Primate J. Glemp writes a letter to the Marshal of the Sejm, S. Gucwa, demanding universal and unconditional amnesty and mitigation of legislature adopted by the Sejm concerning martial law suspension.

				16

				The Front Jedności Narodu – FJN (National Unity Front – FJN) is disbanded. The Constitutional changes adopted by the Sejm on 20 July replaced the FJN with the Patriotyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego (National Rebirth Patriotic Movement), a political organisation created by the PZPR, its subordinate units ZSL and SD, and dependent Catholic organisations PAX, ChSS, and PZKS.

				19

				Andrzej Kołodziej, co-founder of Solidarity and one of later Fighting Solidarity leaders, was re-leased from prison in Czechoslovakia, where he had remained since October 1981.

				22

				After 586 days, martial law in Poland was lifted. WRON is dissolved, amnesty is announced, which covers crimes committed for political reasons or in connection with a strike or protest. All those sentenced to up to 3 years in prison are released, and higher sentences are reduced by half. It is decided not to launch criminal proceedings or discontinue them regarding perpetrators who will voluntarily report to law enforcement, Polish diplomatic representatives, or consulates by 31 October and officially declare that they will abandon criminal activities and disclose the nature and location of their crime. Women and perpetrators under 21 years of age at the time of the crime will be treated leniently. The amnesty is to be applied by a competent court after examin-ing individual cases.
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				In Warsaw, around 300 people with banners reading: “Czekamy na KOR, KPN i Krajówkę” (“Wait-ing for KOR, KPN, and the Nationale”), “Witamy więźniów wroniego sumienia” (“WRON Prisoners of Conscience Welcome”) protest near the jail at Rakowiecka St. while waiting for the prisoners to be released. The amnesty does not encompass the 11 Solidarity and former KSS “KOR” members who were temporarily arrested.

				27

				In Wrocław, SB airs a false programme masquerading as Fighting Solidarity Radio. 

				28

				The TKK issues a “Statement” on repealing martial law, where it declares, inter alia: 

				Maintaining martial law became unprofitable for the government. This forced the authorities to lift it for-mally. It is just a propaganda gesture, an attempt to cheat Polish society and international public opinion. It aims to obtain credit relief from the West and have the sanctions lifted. Previous limitations on citizens’ and workers’ rights have been maintained. New legislation has been introduced that subordinates entire areas of social life to the government, liquidates forms of self-government, and restricts the right to freedom and independent action. This new legislation also criminalises independent thought and social and professional actions, qualifying them as crimes against the welfare of the nation and state.

				On the issue of further operation of the Union:

				1.	The fight between the government and society is still ongoing. We have moved on to another stage, with incomparably higher social and political awareness than before August ’80 […].

				2.	The authorities failed to break the spirit of social resistance. Independent marches and protests proved this: the prevalence of the refusal front, the boycott of the new trade unions, the attitudes of people of culture and science, aid initiatives for prisoners, and people fired from work as part of repressions […].

				3.	The task of secret structures of the NSZZ “Solidarity” is still to organise and coordinate the fight for worker and citizens’ rights, and to represent the Polish professional movement. We are committed to this cause, and our dedication will not waiver.

				4.	We exist, and we fight. In the current situation, the demands formulated in the “Solidarność dziś” (“Soli-darity Today”) programme declaration remain valid. The TKK calls on all Union units and all Solidarity members to act consequently and vigorously to free political prisoners, promote trade union pluralism, combat political manipulation of the government, define the concept of actions before the 1984 elec-tions, and defend economic institutions. Each of these directions also allows for acting in the open.

				5.	Today, we should pay special attention to defending workers’ economic interests. By imposing draco-nian price increases, the authorities assured us that they would heal the economy and that our sacrifices would not be in vain. At the same time, the increasingly poorer segments of society still bear the cost of erroneous government decisions […].
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				The Sejm amends the Penal Code increasing its repressiveness, and the act on censorship: the catalogue of texts, publications, and shows under preventive supervision is expanded. 

				From the note prepared after the visit of Pope John Paul II by the KC PZPR propaganda de-partment for the use of the KC: 

				The visit was a political necessity. By refusing it, we would suffer a tremendous political loss. The govern-ment didn’t approach the visit on its knees. […] It is beyond a doubt that the visit also brought losses with it. Some say that the visit was “an earthquake”. […] We have much to do in the next few months and weeks. […] We assume that the visit will break the diplomatic blockade of Western countries. A fierce battle will be had concerning the interpretation of the visit. Another fight will be faced in terms of people’s attitudes and awareness. […] A short comment on the visit is that we won in the national and political sphere but lost in the moral sphere. We learned about the views and feelings prevalent in our society […]. We should strongly deny any efforts and concepts of agreement between the state and the opposition.

				Reactions of Western countries after the PRL repealed martial law and introduced amnesty:

				POTUS Ronald Reagan: I can only answer once we are confident that change for the better has indeed started.

				West Germany Minister of Foreign Affairs Hans-Dietrich Genscher: The repeal of martial law in Poland is a “positive sign”. However, Polish authorities’ decisions will only be adequately assessed when their practical consequences are known.

				Spokesperson of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs: The French government believes that the repeal of martial law in Poland is accompanied by the adoption of strict hastening legislation. France expressed solidarity with the Polish nation and appealed to the PRL government to enact a national agreement policy that would ac-count for all the people’s aspirations.

				August

				13

				Before the 3rd anniversary of August, the Solidarity Secret Workplace Commission at the Gdańsk Shipyard issues a statement, inter alia: 

				Lack of goodwill on the part of the authorities pushes our country further into crisis; resource reserves are be-ing devastated, and the nation’s creative forces are being wasted. […] We therefore call on the PRL government to commence negotiations with a trustworthy social authority, Lech Wałęsa, and his advisors by 22 August 1983. We propose intermediaries to conduct the talks by experts appointed by the Polish Episcopate […].

				On the anniversary of the August strike, holy mass is celebrated around Gdańsk. ZOMO forces disperse demonstrations at the monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970.
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				19

				The Związek Literatów Polskich (Polish Writers Association) is disbanded. The statement of rea-sons for the decision states that ZLP leadership takes actions that are, in essence, aimed at the struc-tures of the socialist state.

				Władysław Hardek, leader of the Solidarity Lesser Poland Region and member of the TKK, is arrested in Piła. His life partner, Dr Anna Hryniewiecka, who is expecting a child, is also arrested. In exchange for not getting arrested, Mr W. Hardek agrees to appear on television. On 22 August, during the main edition of the “Dziennik TV” news service, he read a statement about coming forward and called to abandon underground activities. However, he refused to divulge any infor-mation to the authorities that would help them combat Solidariity.

				20

				A group of party-aligned writers declares the need to create an organisation that brings together all, regardless of their political beliefs, worldview, and artistic practice, respecting the PRL system and laws. 

				21

				Fighting Solidarity signs a cooperation agreement with the Ogólnopolski Komitet Oporu Rol-ników – OKOR (National Farmers’ Resistance Committee – OKOR). 

				22

				From a “Message” of the TKK NSZZ “Solidarity”:

				1.	In the days before the Solidarity celebration, the authorities started a smear campaign against Lech Wałęsa. Insults and lies were announced officially in PAP dispatches. We declare that aggressive propa-ganda will not disqualify the leader of NSZZ “Solidarity” from representing the interests of his voters, nor will it solve Poland’s internal problems.

				2.	Dissolution of the ZLP concluded the liquidation process of trade unions and associations independent from the government. The authorities destroyed an organisation with a history of over 60 years and deprived Polish writers of their union founded by Stefan Żeromski. We declare that we will continue to implement the provisions of the cooperation agreement signed during the 1st National Assembly of Delegates by NSZZ “Solidarity” and ZLP.

				3.	We support the initiative of the Tajna Komisja Zakładowa NSZZ “Solidarność” Stoczni Gdańskiej (Clandes-tine NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commission of the Gdańsk Shipyard). Despite calls and appeals, which were against common sense, the authorities did not engage in talks. In this situation, the Gdańsk shipyard workers’ appeal to slow the pace of work between 23–31 August remains in force. At the same time, we remind you that Union members are bound to actively participate in the Solidarity celebrations on 31 August by not using public transport between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. and other forms of protest […].
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				24

				The Leadership of the Polish Pen Club was disbanded; on 30 August, the organisation was forced to accept a state-mandated board of commissioners.

				25

				Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski meets with the crew of the Gdańsk Shipyard; the meeting is transmitted on television. Lech Wałęsa also arrives, and the room signs “Sto lat” (“For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”). The Deputy Prime Minister is booed due to his behaviour (he express-es himself offensively and contemptuously towards the assembled). During his speech, the room starts chanting “Solidarity!” and several people walk out.

				From a message of the 195th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference: The properly understood good of the Motherland demands dialogue so that proper organisational structures for the actions of workers and culture creators correspond to their valid aspirations. […] The issue of uni-versal amnesty remains open, as does the issue of rehiring people fired from work due to their beliefs and trade union pluralism […].

				30

				Demonstrations occur in Gdańsk, Lublin, Nowa Huta, Szczecin, Toruń, Warsaw, and Wrocław on the anniversary of the August Agreement.

				Jan Witkowski, collaborator of the former KSS “KOR” and, before August, an editor of “Ro-botnik” (“The Worker”) and one of the creators of the “Robotnik Szczeciński” (“Szczecin Worker”) periodical, is detained.

				31

				Solidarity demonstrations in Nowa Huta and Wrocław transform into fights against ZOMO forces lasting for several hours. 

				September

				1

				In Nowa Huta, 63-year-old Janina Drabowska dies, poisoned by teargas used on 31 August to disperse the demonstration. 
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				From a sermon by Primate Józef Glemp delivered at Jasna Góra Sanctuary: 

				I’d like to touch upon a painful issue of social agreement, the August Agreement from three years ago. The quarrel concerning its implementation is a political problem, and I will not address this issue. However, the August Agreement has its own ethical aspect, and the Church cannot remain indifferent to observing or not observing moral principles, especially in the social dimension.

				13

				Political prisoners at the Barczewo Penitentiary began a hunger strike that will last until 1 Octo-ber. As a result, the conditions in which they serve their sentences have improved.

				15

				Statement of the Tajna Komisja Zakładowa NSZZ “Solidarność” Stoczni Gdańskiej (Secret NSZZ “Solidarity” Workplace Commission of the Gdańsk Shipyard):

				1.	Every day, we see that Solidarity ideals are invariably close to most Tri-City (Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot) citizens […].

				2.	Between 14–31 August, the entire apparatus of violence, repression, and propaganda was put on high alert […].

				3.	The concerned representatives of the highest PRL authorities, although as expected, did not talk with Lech Wałęsa, dispersed around the country to meet with workers in various companies, usually carefully se-lected from amongst PZPR and “new trade union” members. Despite that, they saw the resistance towards their new policies and support for Solidarity with their own eyes. The crushing victory of Lech Wałęsa at the Gdańsk Shipyard over Deputy Prime Minister Rakowski, provoking and insulting the workers, also proved how deep a rift exists between society and the people usurping the right to rule on its behalf.

				4.	An appeal to slow down work between 24–31 August achieved its objectives despite propaganda lies.

				5.	Deployment of enormous ZOMO and MO forces, seeking to cause large-scale fighting in the streets on 31 August, constant provocations, including breaking the windows in Lech Wałęsa’s car during a protest near St. Bridget’s Church – none of this produced the results expected by the repression apparatus. In protest against these acts of vandalism, we once again repeat that the name “Gestapo” is very fitting for ZOMO forces.

				6.	Considering the current rift between the government, arrogant and relying on the repression appara-tus, and society attached to Solidarity ideals, whose feelings toward the government go back and forth between hatred, fear, and contempt, we believe that we should be prepared for a long and persistent fight which we will undoubtedly win since, as history teaches us, every system based on lies and vio-lence has to be punished.

				Issue No. 1 of “Solidarność Walcząca” (“Fighting Solidarity”), the newspaper of the newly cre-ated Poznań chapter of Fighting Solidarity, is published. 
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				The day after the Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected an appeal for the dissolution of the ZLP, the founding committee of the Polish Writers Association (neo-Zlep) was formed, headed by Halina Auderska and comprising Jan Maria Gisges, Zbigniew Safjan, Jan Meysztowicz and Andrzej Wa-silewski. Opposition writers were excluded from organised literary life. 

				18

				The first Ogólnokrajowa Pielgrzymka Ludzi Pracy (National Pilgrimage of Working People) which has 18 participants, arrives at the Jasna Góra Sanctuary. During the pilgrimage, participants sign best wishes for prisoners. 

				TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” issues two statements.

				1. On the issue of elections to the Sejm and territorial local governments: 

				[…] Today, it is beyond any doubt that only a government that enjoys society’s support and serves the na-tion’s vital interests can create an opportunity for the motherland to recover from the fall. A condition for Poland to emerge from the crisis is to have elections to the Sejm and territorial local governments based on a voting system that ensures society’s actual influence on the manner of political appointments and exercis-ing authority […].

				2. In connection with NSZZ “Solidarity” activists’ appearance on the TVP:

				[…] Any appearances in official mass media of union activists revealing themselves of their own volition or after being detained by the SB deserve condemnation. This applies to people in executive positions at workplace, regional, and national NSZZ “Solidarity” structures. Their functions and obligations they took upon themselves exclude the possibility of revealing themselves until conditions are present for the Union to operate in the open. […]

				19

				The trial of Janusz Pałubicki commences before the Air Force Court in Poznań. The accusations concern, inter alia, leadership of an illegal trade union intending to commit crimes, i.e. the clan-destine Tymczasowy Zarząd Regionu Wielkopolska Solidarność (Interim Board of the Solidarity Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Region).

				22

				Prof. Zbigniew Wójcik refuses to accept an award from the Minister of Culture and Art for his book “Jan Sobieski 1622–1696” motivating it in the following way: During the meeting between Deputy Prime Minister Rakowski and the workers of the Gdańsk Shipyard, the Minister, quoting my book in 
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				a completely ahistorical, and thus false, manner, marked with contempt for the workers, compared them to magnate rabble-rousers.

				27

				The head prosecutor of the Military Prosecutor’s Office, Col Włodzimierz Kubala, formulates an indictment against Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Henryk Wujec, and Zbigniew Romaszewski: In Warsaw and other places throughout Poland and abroad, acting to overthrow the political system by force and weaken the Polish People’s Republic defensive power by tearing apart the allied unity with the USSR, undertook, in agreement with persons covered by separate proceedings, preparatory activi-ties aimed at achieving this goal.

				28

				Lech Wałęsa and 70 other KK NSZZ “Solidarity” members write a letter to the Sejm with an appeal to free all political prisoners.

				October

				5

				Lech Wałęsa received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983. From the statement of reasons: 

				In making its decision, the Committee considered Mr Wałęsa’s contribution and huge personal sacrifice in defence of workers’ rights to create their own trade union organisations. This system is of fundamental im-portance in the wide-scale actions to ensure basic – according to the United Nations – human rights: uni-versal freedom of association. Mr Wałęsa’s work was always characterised by his determination to pursue solutions for the problems plaguing his country through negotiations and cooperation without resorting to violence. He tried to facilitate dialogue between the organisation he represents, the Solidarity Trade Un-ion, and the authorities. The committee deems Mr Wałęsa to be an exceptional representative of the entire pursuit of peace and freedom, an indisputable heritage of all people around the World, regardless of the conditions they live in.

				By awarding the Nobel Peace Prize, the Committee has often emphasised that fighting for human rights is also a fight for peace. […] At a time when a wind-down and peaceful conflict resolution are needed more and more, the input of Mr Wałęsa is a source of inspiration and a great example.

				6

				Lech Wałęsa, during a press conference at St Bridget’s in Gdańsk, said, inter alia: 

				The actual laureate of this award is the entire Polish nation. And it is a nation in suffering, exposed to humili-ation. The things happening in my Motherland brings me great shame. It is a disgrace that people are put in 
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				prison and fired from work for being a part of the Union and for being loyal to the ideals that it represents. It was a disgrace to outlaw Solidarity. […] I will always continue to do what I have been doing in the past. At times, I will be at home, and other times, in prison. However, no awards nor prison will lead me astray.

				The imprisoned Solidarity leaders (Piotr Bednarz, Władysław Frasyniuk, Jerzy Kropiwnicki and Andrzej Słowik) write a letter smuggled from Barczewo, congratulating the Union leader on re-ceiving the award: This award is a confirmation that the aspiration of our society, its persistent strug-gle for trade union rights, for the right to be the host in their own country is understood throughout the world and meets with the highest sympathy and approval.

				11

				The Norwegian Ambassador in Warsaw receives a protest letter from the PRL government con-demning the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Lech Wałęsa as interference in Poland’s internal affairs, which can have serious consequences for Polish–Norwegian relations.

				13

				In connection with awarding the Nobel Peace Prize to Lech Wałęsa, the following was said:

				John Paul II: In this way, the struggles and efforts undertaken to solve the difficult problems of the workers and Polish society by way of peaceful and honest dialogue and cooperation have been rewarded.

				Ronald Reagan: I hope that the Polish government will take advantage of the situation, abandon the policy of confrontation, and adopt a policy of reconciliation with the Polish nation.

				The USSR, East Germany, and Romania did not report who received the Nobel Peace Prize this year.

				20

				From ongoing guidelines of party propaganda: Combine phrases – “Solidarity – crisis – strike” to be-come a coupling, an association – marginalise and ridicule activities conducted by the underground and their results. Absolutely marginalise demonstrations […]. Omit all moments of positive Solidarity actions […]. Omit errors of the party.

				26

				In Paris during the “Science and Peace” Conference, Czesław Miłosz reads a letter from Lech Wałęsa, where he proposes that the Noble laureates assembled at the Sorbonne appeal to the PRL authorities to free all prisoners of conscience and to commence actual dialogue with Polish society for truth and peace.
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				28

				The clandestine Solidarity Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Regional Commission is created. Its top leadership includes Tadeusz Syryjczyk – chair; Jerzy Zdrada – programme matters; and Stefan Jurczak.

				November

				1

				The government reinstates rationing of butter, margarine and lard.

				The TKK announces its position on the fight against price increases: 

				Without considering increasing poverty, the government aims to introduce further price increases, further predatorily exploit national wealth, force longer working hours, and teach other drastic forms of exploita-tion. […] Today, our Union is tasked with coordination and comprehensive aid for the emerging common resistance against further price increases.

				On amnesty and political prisoners: 

				31 October ends the period, which the government hoped would lead to a break-up of existing Solidarity structures due to activists revealing themselves. This date is also the end of government activities result-ing from the amnesty agreement. Still, however, our colleagues convicted for trade union activities remain imprisoned, showing political trials are being prepared against top leaders of KK NSZZ “Solidarity” and KSS “KOR”. […] The struggle to set political prisoners free and for a legal system that prevents imprisoning citi-zens for political activism is our moral and social duty.

				The beatification process of the Primate of Poland Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, who died in 1981, begins.

				3

				In a statement, Lech Wałęsa declares that he will not travel to Oslo after consultation with the Norwegian Nobel Peace Prize Committee representatives. Instead, he will be represented by his wife Danuta, son Bogdan, and Bohdan Cywiński.

				4

				Jerzy Urban suggests granting amnesty to seven Solidarity leaders and four former KSS “KOR” activists on the condition that they will either emigrate or temporarily suspend their political activism.
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				The founding meeting of the Polish Writer’s Association, which acknowledges the principles of the socialist order, is held in Warsaw. Halina Auderska is appointed chair.

				11

				On the anniversary of Poland regaining its independence, patriotic demonstrations are held in Warsaw, Gdańsk, and Krakow. In Warsaw, after mass at the St John’s Arch-Cathedral, at 6:00 p.m., several thousand people march to the square at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. After being stopped by a ZOMO cordon, the crowd chants “Solidarity!”, “Lech Wałęsa!”, “Zbigniew Bujak!”, “Niepodległość!” (“Independence!”) and unfolds Solidarity banners.

				15

				Barbara Labuda, a member of the ZR Solidarity Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia), was detained today when she was to defend her doctoral thesis.

				17

				At the 197th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference, the bishops spoke on the de-signed Agricultural Foundation to support individual farmers. State authorities prevent its registration.

				18–20

				The Centre of Christian Culture Ministry, created in June at the Holy Mary Queen of Poland par-ish in Stalowa Wola, organises the 1st Catholic Social Days. The initiator of the centre is the parish priest, Rev. Edward Frankowski, aided by Solidarity activists Ewa Kuberna and Jerzy Kopeczek. The festival was held cyclically, with invitations extended to the most prominent opposition crea-tors from around the country – film directors, writers, actors, and journalists. Stalowa Wola be-came one of the most important centres of independent culture in the 1980s. 

				19–20

				During a meeting between Lech Wałęsa and underground TKK, it was stated that the govern-ment’s planned price increases would not solve the country’s economic problems. Secondly, they will result in a further sharp decline in the workers’ living standards, resulting in most Polish families being unable to satisfy their basic needs.

				21

				The Silesian District Military Court in Wrocław, presided by Maj Edward Mróz, sentences: Stanisław Zabielski to 5.5 years in prison, Zygmunt Burchardt to 5 years, Marek Miękus to 4.5 years, Zbigniew Korczowski to 4.5 years, Jan Kołodziej to 4 years, Ryszard Szwed to 4 years, Mirosław Młodecki to 
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				3.5 years, Tadeusz Knap to 2 years, Zygmunt Szymański to 2 years, Bogusław Grobelny to 2 years, Władysław Maślanyk to 1.5 years, and Wiesław Skiba, Andrzej Morawski, and Stanisław Damian to 1.5 years suspended for three years for the fact that: from September to 12 October 1982 in Lubin, acting under conditions of constant criminal activity, wanting for other people to commit prohibited acts consisting in causing a detonation of explosive materials in public areas, or residential buildings, which could lead to an event that threatened the life or health of people or significant property dam-age. Criminal proceedings against Roman Haniszewski, Marian Jurczyk and Zbigniew Jurkowski are dismissed. The prosecuting attorney was military prosecutor Lt Waldemar Dubas. The de-fending attorneys were Henryk Rossa, Wojciech Krzysztoporski, Stefan Dałkowski, Józef Haina, Józef Birka, Jerzy Sobczak, Aleksander Myszka, Ryszard Woźniak, Adam Zientek, Jacek Kurek, Lothar Kittay, Stanisław Janikowski, Jacek Haine, Antoni Kuczyński, Andrzej Malicki.

				24

				From an interview with Zbigniew Bujak in the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”: 

				The imposition of martial law started a game, the stakes of which were whether Solidarity manages to main-tain continuity, defend itself as an organisation, or it will be squashed. I believe that we won this fight. The Union maintains operations at practically all levels – national, regional, and the workplace. Additionally, its structures are recreated despite the blows from the security service. […] Adopting the principle of open leadership is a continuation of the open union activity principle. For Solidarity members, it is also a symbol of the legality of operations. […] After all, it is clear to all that our primary goal is to free political prisoners, fight for trade union pluralism, and the right to independence for other unions and associations. Another essential task currently is to combat the decreased quality of life and prepare to boycott elections. […] We are, first – a union operating underground; second – a union functioning in a situation of economic downfall; third – a union existing in a lawless state; fourth – a union in a country with limited sovereignty.

				26

				A hunger protest for political prisoner status begins at the Strzelin Prison. 

				The TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” states the celebration of the anniversary of 16 December, where we read: Thirteen years ago in December 1970, shots were fired at workers of the coast protesting against a sharp decline of their standard of living. In December 1981, at the “Wujek” coal mine, rifles and tanks were used against miners defending their citizens’ and workers’ rights. Society deemed 16 December as the day of remembrance of all those who paid the highest price, their lives, while fighting for the rights due to them.

				27

				During a mass for the Motherland at St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko delivers a sermon: 
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				We will remember the innocent deaths of our brothers, the miners from the “Wujek” coal mine, the deaths of our brothers from Lubin, Nowa Huta, and other places, about the brutality of the crime committed against Grzegorz Przemyk. […] About the leaders of Solidarity and “KOR” imprisoned without sentences. We remem-ber those who remained and still remain away from their families for long months because they cannot com-promise their conscience by conditionally revealing themselves. About those fired from work and worried about the material well-being of their families. […] about degrading lines at shops with ration cards in hand.

				December

				The Krakow-based underground periodical “Arka” (“The Ark”) publishes “Wojna pcimska” (“The Pcim War”) by Janusz Szpotański, a satirical poem about martial law, a continuation of the best-seller “Towarzysz Szmaciak” (“Comrade Ragdoll”).

				5

				During a press conference, Lech Wałęsa declared that Poland needs Western help in millions of dollars in the face of a crisis and impending winter. He appealed to Western governments to lift restrictions and grant loans to Poland, however, with a guarantee of control of their use so that they actually contribute to bettering the living conditions of the citizens.

				From the speech at the Sejm by General Czesław Kiszczak: I declare that, contrary to our en-emies’ propaganda, there is no such thing as an “underground Poland”. The General informs that there are 217 people held in prison for political reasons.

				The political prisoners on hunger strike at the ZK (penitentiary) in Strzelin are joined by Janusz Pałubicki, chair of the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Underground ZR “Solidarity” and member of the TKK. He goes on a hunger strike that lasts 104 days, during which he is force-fed. In June 1984, due to his health condition, he was conditionally released before completing his sentence. It was diagnosed that he needed a pacemaker. On 9 December, inmates at the ZK in Barczewo will join the hunger strike.

				10

				The Nobel Peace Prize award ceremony takes place in Oslo. On behalf of Lech Wałęsa, the award is received by his wife, Danuta, who reads his acceptance speech: 

				[…] We wish for peace and thus have not and will not resort to physical violence. We want justice, and thus, we persevere in the fight for our rights. We demand freedom of thought; therefore, we have not enslaved anyone’s conscience, nor do we wish to. We fight for the workers’ right to association and work dignity. We respect the dignity of any person and any nation. The road to a brighter future for the world leads through honest compromise between conflicting interests, not through hatred and bloodshed. […]
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				In Oslo, Bohdan Cywiński – historian of ideas and opposition activist (residing in the West since 1981) – reads a message from Lech Wałęsa: 

				[…] I accept this award with all due respect for its rank and with a sense of personal distinction. However, this award is for Solidarity for the people and issues we fought for and still fight for in the spirit of peace and justice. […] In this place and on this occasion of Nobel Peace Prize awards, we should say one thing: Polish society did not let itself be broken nor entered on the road of brute force and fratricidal fighting. We do not agree to violence. We disagree that our trade union freedoms should be taken away. We will not agree to imprison people for their beliefs. Prison gates need to be opened for those convicted for defending trade union and citizen rights. The prepared trials of 11 leading activists in our Union should never be conducted. […] I wish to live with the conviction that the law is the law and justice is justice […]. Despite all that has been happening in my country for two years, I am still convinced that we are destined for agreement. […]

				In Gdańsk, Lech Wałęsa talks to the chargé d’affaires of the U.S. embassy, John R. Davies, who conveys congratulations from President Ronald Reagan.

				12

				The Voivodeship Prosecutor’s Office in Warsaw charges Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko of the St Stani-slaus Kostka parish with including political content in his sermons that is defamatory towards the authorities and that he alleges that those in power use falsehoods, duplicity, and lies to destroy human dignity through anti-democratic legislation.

				Józef Teliga, Ogólnopolski Komitet Oporu Rolników (National Farmer Resistance Committee (OKOR)) chair, and other OKOR members are arrested.

				13

				The leadership of the Polish Scout Union (ZHP) district in Toruń disbands the Czarna Trzynastka (Black Thirteen) scouting troops, which cultivate traditional scouting values. From 1986, Black Thirteen instructors Elżbieta Bernaciak, Katarzyna Podolska, Elżbieta Wierszyło, Marek Fuerst, Hanna Fuerst and Piotr Biegalski created underground scout troops independent of the ZHP, which include around a hundred youths. The underground Solidarity in Toruń financially sup-ports the scout troops.

				14

				In Wrocław, the SB detains Kazimierz Klementowski, which results in the most significant wave of arrests in the history of Fighting Solidarity. They encompass over 40 people (approximately 100 more are detained or questioned), and 34 will face accusations in July 1984. The trial will not be held due to the amnesty announced on 22 July.
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				16

				Demonstrations took place in Gdańsk, Nowa Huta, Warsaw, and Wrocław to commemorate the events of December 1970. In Gdańsk, Lech Wałęsa spoke during the commemoration at the mon-ument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970: Today, the free trade union movement is being choked. This, however, does not mean that the Solidarity movement should abandon its values.

				25

				In answer to the proposition of release in exchange for emigration abroad – Adam Michnik writes a letter to General Czesław Kiszczak from the jail at Rakowiecka St., where he writes, inter alia: 

				To openly confess to breaking the law, one would have to be a fool; for the jailor to propose to the inmate of two years a trip to the French Rivera in exchange for moral suicide, one needs to be a pig; to believe that I could accept such a proposition, one would need to imagine every person is an MO snitch. […] I do not know the future, and I do not know whether I’ll live long enough to see the truth win against the lies and Solidarity win against this anti-worker dictatorship. However, General, the value of our struggle lies not in our chances of winning but in the value of the cause for which we took this struggle up. Let this gesture of my refusal be a small contributing brick to building honour and dignity in this country you constantly keep down. Let this be a slap in the face for you who peddle other people’s freedoms!

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1984

				January

				4

				Inmates from the prison in Braniewo go on hunger strike, wanting to be granted the status of political prisoners.

				5

				The Polish Primate, Cardinal Józef Glemp, met with Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski. Their discussion included the issue of releasing Solidarity leaders and creating the Agricultural Foundation.

				6

				The Ogólnopolski Komitet Oporu Rolników (National Farmer Resistance Committee) (chair: Romuald Głowacki) appeals to farmers’ unions around the world to protest in defence of 70-year-old Józef Teliga, former OKOR chair, and other members and coworkers of the Committee impris-oned since 11 December 1983.

				11

				Attorney Maciej Bednarkiewicz is arrested in Warsaw. He is suspected of incitement to commit per-jury, personally aiding those in hiding, incitement to theft of public property and to disclose state and professional secrets. The official “Message” does not include information that, as an attorney of Barbara Sadowska, he is taking part in the investigation against the killers of Grzegorz Przemyk.

				12

				Listeners of “Radio France Internationale” voted Lech Wałęsa as the most popular man of 1983.

				16

				In Geneva, a special commission of the International Labour Organization (ILO), appointed by the PRL government to examine the issues of respecting trade union freedoms, started its 
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				operations. Members of Solidarity invited to Geneva, including Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Gwiazda, Marian Jurczyk, and Anna Walentynowicz, did not arrive. Members of Solidarity staying abroad stand before the ILO Commission as witnesses. In response, the PRL government suspends its relations with the ILO. 

				18

				The Pope receives the Primate of Poland Cardinal Glemp at an audience. They discuss the issue of political prisoners and the possibility of the PRL and Holy See establishing diplomatic relations.

				22

				The Primate of Poland meets with Lech Wałęsa in Gdańsk.

				23

				In the centre of Warsaw, several thousand NZS leaflets are scattered calling people to write pro-test letters concerning the imprisoned members of KSS “KOR” and KK NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				The TKK announces its position on the approaching elections to national councils: A condi-tion of authentic elections is the abolition of repressive legislation and releasing political prisoners, the existence of independent social organisations able to operate and voice their opinions freely, a demo-cratic electoral system giving all organisations and social groups the right to nominate candidates, and the right to control the course of the elections. Since these conditions were not met […], our only answer should be refusing to participate in the election.

				26

				The PRL Sejm passes a new Press Law. It includes a provision that anyone who publishes or dissemi-nates a daily, periodic, or other press publication without the required permit is subject to a penalty of deprivation of liberty of up to one year, a limitation of liberty, or a fine […]. 

				30

				The PRL authorities introduce another increase in food prices. The TKK takes the following position: 

				[…] Again, in the face of significant economic reforms being blocked, price increases do not solve any seri-ous economic problems but only transfer the economic consequences of the crisis to society. Price increases only save the government’s interests and lead to the significant impoverishment of society – especially fami-lies with many children and worker groups with lower income levels […]. Only constant social pressure can force the authorities to grant any concessions. […] 
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				Protests against price increases were held, amongst other places, in Warsaw, Wrocław, Gdańsk and Elbląg. Although many people attended the protests, they were more a manifestation of presence rather than an attempt to force the authorities to change their decision. Everyone real-ises that the standard of living is going down, regardless of central decisions concerning prices, with the last increase only being an expression of the general economic downfall.

				February

				3

				The PRL government demands that the U.S. lift its economic sanctions.

				6

				Inmates at the Łęczyca prison, Adam Borowski and Zygmunt Goliński, go on a hunger strike in solidarity with inmates on hunger strike in Barczewo and Braniewo.

				9

				The body is found of 34-year-old Piotr Bartoszcze, activist of NSZZ RI “Solidarity”, who was reported lost two days earlier (7 February). He was murdered near his home in Sławęcin near Inowrocław. He was repeatedly subject to repressions and interned during martial law at the detention centre in Potulice. His funeral turns into a demonstration. 

				Yuri Andropov, Secretary General of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union – dies. He is replaced by Konstantin Chernenko.

				10

				In Radom, four “unknown” perpetrators assault Cezary Filozof – the main witness in the murder case of Grzegorz Przemyk. He was pulled into a gateway and severely beaten, inter alia, receiving a spine injury.

				A special unit of the Toruń SB called “Samodzielna Grupa Operacyjno–Śledcza” (Independent Operations and Investigations Unit), under the command of Captain Henryk Misz, abducts Soli-darity activist Piotr Hryniewicz. In subsequent weeks, Gerard Zakrzewski, Antoni Mężydło, and Zofia Jastrzębska (Mężydło) are also kidnapped. SB officers unsuccessfully, through torture and intimidation, try to persuade private citizens to testify and cooperate.
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				14

				Activists of the Czechoslovakian opposition organisation Karta 77 (Charter 77), former KSS “KOR”, and Solidarity issue a joint statement where they write inter alia: 

				We, as signatories of Karta 77, former members of KSS “KOR” and Solidarity activists, wish to continue fight-ing for democracy, sovereignty, and liberty for all countries. At the same time, we protest against imprison-ment and harassment of our friends and coworkers. We call on people around the world who value freedom and human dignity to join our efforts to free political prisoners in Poland and Czechoslovakia. It should not only be the cause of our countries. Karta 77, KSS “KOR” and Solidarity fought and still fight for human liberty, natural freedoms and inalienable rights, using peaceful means. As long as these pursuits are suppressed, there will never be true peace in Europe or the world.

				The declaration is signed by: Václav Benda, Jiři Hajek, Václav Havel, Ladislav Hejdánek, Marie Hromádkova, Bozena Komarkova, Jan Kozlik, Marie Rut Krizkova, and Miroslav Kusý, Rev. Václav Malý, Anna Marvanová, Jaroslav Meznik, Ra-dim Palous, Bedřich Placák, Jan Ruml, Anna Šabatová, Jaroslav Šabata, Jan Šimsa, Petruška Šustrová, Josef Zvěřina, Andrzej Celiński, Jerzy Ficowski, Rev. Zdzisław Kamiński, Wiesław Piotr Kęcik, Jan Kielanowski, Anka Kowalska, Edward Lipiński, Jan Józef Lipski, Jan Lityński, Halina Mikołajska, Ewa Milewicz, Wojciech Onyszkiewicz, Antoni Pajdak, Józef Rybicki, Aniela Steinsbergowa, Maria Wosiek, Rev. Jan Zieja, Konrad Bieliński, Zbigniew Bujak, Zbigniew Janas, Wiktor Kulerski. 

				23

				In an open letter, Attorney Władysław Siła-Nowicki writes to General Wojciech Jaruzelski, inter alia: 

				The arrest of Atty Maciej Bednarkiewicz, in connection with giving it pre-prepared nationwide publicity, forces me to express my opinion. This was the final straw of wickedness, disdain towards the will of soci-ety […]. You see, I was handling the case of the tragic death of Grzegorz Przemyk as a legal representative alongside Atty Bednarkiewicz, which, in my opinion, was the cause of Maciej Bednarkiewicz’s arrest […]. The indictment and deprivation of liberty because of provocation and obviously false evidence result from a profound demoralisation of the actions of certain representatives of state authorities.

				Kazimierz Molek, vice-head of the KC Cultural Department, declared during a party publish-er conference that they should finally limit printing books by opposition authors and promote those by authors associated with PZPR, PRON, and the new ZLP.

				23/24

				In Stalowa Wola, 31-year-old Zbigniew Tokarczyk, a Solidarity and KPN activist, interned and harassed by the SB, is killed in front of his house by unknown perpetrators. An autopsy showed injuries to the liver and lungs, as well as black-and-blue marks all over the body. The investigation was discontinued.
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				24

				In Gdańsk, Lech Bądkowski – a soldier of the September 1939 Campaign, writer, journalist, trans-lator, as well as a Kashubian political, cultural, and social activist, participant of the strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard in August 1980 – dies.

				March

				2

				Antoni Mężydło, an underground Solidarity activist, is abducted by the SB in Toruń. For two days, he is tortured and interrogated at the vacation centre in Okonin and then left at a landfill site in Brodnica.

				7

				Students of the Agricultural School Complex in Miętne near Garwolin occupy the school building in protest against removing crosses from classrooms. The protest leaders are seniors Jarosław Maczkowski and Grażyna Kołodziej. After mediation by Siedlce Bishop Jan Mazur, the authorities and students reached a compromise on 7 April (one cross was allowed in the library).

				Writer Marek Nowakowski, coworker of the underground “Tygodnik Mazowsze”, is arrested in Warsaw and accused of disseminating false information and maintaining contacts with foreign centres that act to the detriment of the PRL. During a long search, stacks of typescripts and manu-scripts were seized, including officially printed short stories from long ago. Money was also seized. A doctor from the MSW is called in to see the ill writer, who approves his transport to jail. M. Nowakowski’s wife is also the defence attorney of A. Michnik and had seized some court docu-ments, including those connected to the KOR case.

				11

				Lech Wałęsa comments on Marek Nowakowski’s arrest: 

				Here, I am finding out that Marek Nowakowski was arrested. It is called “for working with foreign organisa-tions acting to the detriment of PRL’s interests”. And so, it is harmful to our country that a talented writer and honest Pole from our country to have a dialog with the Polish diaspora represented by talented people and great Poles, such as the Nobel Prize in Literature laureate, Czesław Miłosz. Such an understanding of Poland’s interests is scary. We must say this clearly: it is a false and very harmful understanding. Both for the state and for the nation. Both from a cultural and practical point of view. […]. We only have one Polish culture, regardless of whether it is created in the country or abroad. […] I’m convinced that Marek Nowakowski will be released, that this attack, whatever it meant, will remain futile.
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				17

				At the ZK in Strzelin, the 113-day hunger strike, including Janusz Pałubicki’s 104-day protest to be granted political prisoner status, has ended. From a statement of J. Pałubicki: Our hunger strike has ended without any concrete goals. It did not lead to anything except propaganda publicity: noth-ing was gained in the fight for political prisoner status.

				19

				Toruń high school students organised an action of solidarity with the youths of Miętne who were protesting against the removal of crosses from Toruń schools along with such posters and card-board crosses. As a result of an SB intervention, the following students were detained: Marek Bernaciak, Wojciech Dembek, Mariusz Gumienny, Hanna Lewandowska, Dorota Kosińska and Hanna Ruguska.

				22

				Jacky Challot, the organiser and driver of transports carrying polygraphy equipment to Poland, a French trade union activist, is arrested at the Polish border. His car carried seven mimeograph machines, printing machines and emigration publications for the Niezależna Oficyna Wydawni-cza – NOW-a (Independent Publishing House – NOWA). J Challot is sentenced to 2 years in prison.

				23

				The TKK issues a statement on political prisoners where it declares, inter alia: 

				The introduction in Poland since 1981 of a serious limitation of citizens’ rights – and repressive legislation – was a stark reminder of the problem of political prisoners. […] The prevailing situation causes numerous protests of people imprisoned for political reasons, including hunger strikes conducted with extreme deter-mination. […] We appeal to international organisations and institutions that are not indifferent to the issue of defending human rights to exert pressure on the PRL authorities to regulate this issue by meeting the demands of those on hunger strike.

				24

				From the Election Declaration of PRON: Many Poles hold a grudge against the authorities due to the failed hopes and unfulfilled promises of the 1970s.

				Colonel Dudysz, head of the MSW Investigations Bureau: The West, via its intelligence services, wishes to impact the developments in our country by inciting tensions and unrest. This will probably have some “effect” on some people’s behaviour.
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				25

				During a Mass for the Motherland, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko states, inter alia: I entrust to you, oh Greatest Mother, our brothers imprisoned for their beliefs, imprisoned for the courage to think differ-ently than is dictated, detained for over two years without trial, without sentencing. The imprisoned Solidarity leaders – if they’re guilty, why were they not indicted?

				26

				A joint meeting of the Joint Commission of the Episcopate and the Government was held. The government, quoting traffic laws, demands that pilgrimages be registered and lists of partici-pants’ names provided. It also requires that the religious education of children and youths aged 7 to 17 be limited, which would mean abandoning the religious ministry of academics, workers, farmers, creative communities, etc., as well as ministry amongst children of preschool age. The Church refuses these government demands.

				27

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban informs that the number of prisoners and those tempo-rarily detained in connection with political acts is 427. He also talks about the MO officers break-ing down the door and entering the apartment of Rev. Stanisław Małkowski, suspected of writing a sermon with political content.

				April

				In the fifth edition of the Common Encyclopaedia (PWN), the entry for Lech Wałęsa is replaced by the entry for Wałpusz Lake. According to the encyclopaedia, KOR is an illegal political organisa-tion that led anti-socialist and counter-revolutionary activity in cooperation with political diversion centres in capitalist states, directed Solidarity on the path of fighting against the people’s government to overthrow the socialist order of the PRL.

				5

				For a second time, the Komitet Kultury Niezależnej (Independent Culture Committee) awards the Solidarity Cultural Awards. The laureates for 1983 are the team behind the “Arka” independent literary periodical, Janusz Bogucki, Andrzej Brzozowski, Przemysław Gintrowski, Zbigniew Her-bert, Łukasz Korolkiewicz, Bohdan Kraśniewski, team behind the Krąg independent publishing house, Jan Józef Lipski, Witold Lutosławski, Adam Michnik, Marek Sepetto, Wiktor Woroszylski and Stefania Woytowicz.
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				Anna Walentynowicz and Ewa Tomaszewska are released from jail in Katowice due to poor health.

				9

				The TKK announces its reasons for the boycott of elections to the national councils: 

				[…] The authorities want to and will announce that they won the elections. At the same time, they wish to check how things really are. The economy is falling into ruin; we will probably have price increases […]. Thus, the important thing is to answer whether the policy of violence and open propaganda towards society renders the results expected by the government […]. By voting, we will reinforce the authorities’ belief that they can indiscriminately and safely rule with the use of terror and fear […]. By boycotting the elections, we will demonstrate that the country’s most urgent need is a government that has the trust of society and was freely chosen. […]

				13

				In Leszno, the SB arrested Maciej Frankiewicz, the Fighting Solidarity leader in the Greater Poland region. After two weeks, he escaped jail and remained in hiding until the amnesty in 1984.

				16

				From the open letter of the inmates of the Barczewo Penitentiary to Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski: 

				On 5 December 1983, a group of inmates was beaten, and others were doused in cold water out in freezing weather. From then on, political prisoners are subject to a variety of repressions, harassment, and, recently, torture […]. We have been placed in the fasting bunker many times […]. Most of the time, we are handcuffed.

				26

				By way of an ordinance by the President of Krakow, from 30 June 1984, throughout the municipal Krakow voivodeship, accelerated procedures shall be introduced for such petty offences as not dispersing from a public assembly despite being called to do so, disturbing the peace; dissemi-nating, using, or wearing/carrying an emblem, flag, or other badge or uniform which has been prohibited; hanging posters, writings, drawings in areas used by institutions or in public spaces not designated for that purpose; willful misleading of a public authority in regards to one’s own identity or that of another person; throwing rocks or other items at moving vehicles.

				Adam Michnik receives the “Solidarność” Pracowników Wydawnictw (Publishing House Workers’ Solidarity) award for his book “Ugoda, praca organiczna, myśl zaprzeczna” (“Compro-mise, organic work, contrary thought”) (NOWA–1983).
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				May

				1

				Solidarity protests take place in many cities: Bydgoszcz, Częstochowa, Elbląg, Gdańsk, Gdynia, Nowa Huta, Radom, Sochaczew, Warszawa and Wrocław. 686 people were detained, most of them in Warsaw – 166. Three hundred twenty-five protesters were either arrested or fined.

				3

				Protests continue in Gdańsk, Rzeszów, Warsaw and other cities.

				Warsaw – A solemn mass in St John’s Arch-Cathedral, preceded by performances by famous actors, is attended by several thousand people. The church and Świętojańska St. is filled to the brim. After mass, the crowd, chanting Solidarity slogans and flying Solidarity flags, tried to form into a march. ZOMO forces suppress the protest.

				In Radom, 2,000 people participate in a demonstration at the plaque commemorating work-er protests of June 1976.

				4–5

				Gen W. Jaruzelski visits Moscow. He received the highest Soviet award, the Order of Lenin. The Polish delegation also took part in the unveiling of a monument to the Polish-Soviet Brotherhood of Arms in Ryazan.

				5

				From a conference of KW PZPR: 

				Elections are an essential stage of the fight to restore order in the PRL. The current electoral system is an optimal one we can employ against our opponents. Our party does not agree to any form of diarchy. Our participation in the elections will support the achievements of the PRL’s 40 years.

				In the Central Jail at Rakowiecka St. in Warsaw, UN Dir. Gen Emilio de Olivares convinces activ-ists of the former KSS “KOR” and KK Solidarity to leave Poland.

				10

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” about Solidarity emigration: 

				[…] the success of the Polish underground would be unthinkable without outside help, without deliver-ies of printing machines and materials. […] It is a fundamental task to hold up and revitalise intellectual 
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				connections with countries of Western Civilisation. […] Without a broad stream from the West, independent press is at risk of provincialism and remaining in a circle of only Polish, local problems, a reduction to the function of a distorting mirror of the absurd prevailing system.

				Western banks help the PRL government by dividing capital repayments due (1.7 billion dol-lars) over ten years. They also grant it a loan of USD 700 million, of which USD 370,000,000 is meant for debt repayment and USD 330,000,000 is for a standard 5-year commercial loan for developing exports.

				Members of the KK Solidarity (7 people) and former KSS “KOR” (4 people) kept in prison at Rakowiecka St. in Warsaw refuse the proposal negotiated by the Church and the UN: freedom in exchange for stopping all political activity for 2.5 years, later changed to leaving the country for six months.

				12

				Members of the KK Solidarity (7 people) and former KSS “KOR” (4 people) awaiting trial, refused the government’s proposal of leaving abroad or stopping political activism in exchange for free-dom, which they communicate to Primate Józef Glemp in a letter, where they write, inter alia: 

				We have read the proposals negotiated by Church and national government representatives. We want to express our deepest gratitude to Your Eminence, Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski, and the entire Polish Episcopate, as well as highest regard to the Church’s initiative aimed at the release of all political prisoners, and to solve the problems of the country per societal expectations and national interest. […] In the name of the highest values, we were prepared to abandon our citizens’ rights for a predetermined time, as well as personal legal claims in connection with being held in prison under false accusations. However, we could not abide the thought that this would mean we would go free and not scores of our less-known colleagues imprisoned for political activism. […] We think that a change of our decision should there be grounds indi-cating the possibility that the social crisis in our country could be ended is completely natural […].

				Signed by: Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jaworski, Marian Jurczyk, Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Karol Modzelewski, Grze-gorz Pałka, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Jan Rulewski, Henryk Wujec.

				12–13

				Piotr Bednarz, held in solitary confinement at the prison in Barczewo, attempts to commit suicide.

				13

				The secret NSZZ “Solidarity” Łódź Lands Regional Executive Commission is created. It is composed of, amongst others, Marek Czekalski, Jerzy Dłużniewski (chair), Marek Edelman, Andrzej Juszczak, Rafał Kasprzyk, Ryszard Kostrzewa, Paweł Lipski, Aleksander Staniak and Janusz Tomaszewski.
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				15

				Given the coming elections, the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK issues a proclamation: 

				Compatriots, a time of trial is upon us all. On 17 June, we will need to choose between the truth and false-hoods, between freedom and slavery, between dignity and humiliation.

				These “elections” are organised by the same government that for 40 years led Poland to a societal and politi-cal downfall that destroyed the sovereign existence of this Nation. […] This government wasted the work of numerous Poles, led to a catastrophic destruction of national wealth and cultural property, devastation of the environment, and threatened the very biological basis for the lives of this nation. Despite all that, society is denied the right to decide on matters in its own country, and its hopes to improve its life are quashed. This is the government that organises “elections” where no one is elected and whose only purpose is to break and humiliate us. The only answer to these “elections” is a boycott! By not showing up, we will vote for truth, freedom, and democracy, for saving the Polish economy […]. 

				On 17 June, a year will have passed since John Paul II made his pilgrimage to the Motherland, a pilgrimage that was participated in by millions of Poles, united by the desire to live in truth. He told us, “Do not be afraid!”. We need to remember these words. We are in our own country, and its future, as well as the future of ourselves and our children, is in our hands. […]

				The representative of RKS Lower Silesia with the TKK using the pseudonym “Witold” reveals his true identity: Marek Muszyński.

				17

				Poland needs to submit the roster of competitors for the 23rd Olympic Games in Los Angeles. The Polish Olympic Committee justifies its decision as an objection against abusing the Olympic Games for political reasons. Other countries subordinate to the USSR take a similar position.

				18

				A solemn mass at the St Stanislaus Kostka Church on the anniversary of the death of Grzegorz Przemyk is concelebrated by Bishop Władysław Miziołek, Rev. Bronisław Dembowski and Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko.

				23

				The Military Court in Warsaw, during proceedings in absentia, sentences Col Ryszard Kukliński to death for providing the CIA with over 40,000 pages of top-secret documents concerning Po-land, the USSR, and the Warsaw Pact. These documents concerned, inter alia, the secret plans of the USSR concerning the use of nuclear weapons, technical specifications of the newest Soviet weapon systems, including the T–72 tanks and Strela–2 missiles, deployment of Soviet anti-air units in Poland and East Germany, methods employed by the Red Army to avoid its facilities be-ing detected by spy satellites, plans of imposing martial law in Poland, and many other matters.
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				Kim Ir Sen – leader of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, visits Poland. 

				24

				The Voivodeship Court in Wrocław sentences Józef Pinior to 4 years in prison for the fact that:

				[…] between 13 December 1981 and 23 April 1983 in Wrocław and other towns, under circumstances of continuous criminal activity, collaborating and in concert with others as a member and subsequently chair of the so-called “RKS”, continuing activity in the outlawed NSZZ “Solidarity”, organised and led strikes and protests at the following companies: “PFW” “PAFAWAG”, “Dolmel” and “Archimedes”, as well as other enter-prises and institutions within Lower Silesia, inspired and organised street protests and demonstrations, led the operations of underground structures of the dissolved Trade Union, called for the creation and devel-opment of underground structures, broadcasting illegal radio programmes, and additionally, while being a part of the so-called Tymczasowa Komisja Koordynacyjna (Interim Coordination Commission) of the former NSZZ “Solidarity” led underground activities and remained in contact with representatives of the political opposition operating abroad. […] 

				Defence attorneys: Aranka Kiszyna and Henryk Rossa.

				From a statement by Zbigniew Bujak concerning the boycott of the elections (“Tygodnik Mazowsze”): 

				We are fighting whether we will be a civil society. […] A boycott will be an important step towards reac-tivating Solidarity. […] Obtaining information on the turnout is a monumental task of the Union, perhaps the most significant after 13 December 1981. […] Everyone who feels they are a member of Solidarity must boycott the elections. […] The word “boycott” must accompany all official election posters and be present everywhere.

				According to an official poll, 50% will not vote, and the rest either support the boycott or are undecided. Another poll shows that 40% will not vote, 20% support the boycott, and the remain-ing 40% are undecided.

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” reports that the Centralna Komisja Współdziałania (Central Coop-eration Commission) (PZPR, ZSL, and SD) agreed on a change in the distribution of votes: the PZPR participation in national councils is to be reduced from 47.6% to 45.3%, ZSL from 16.8% to 15.7%, SD from 6.6% to 6.2%, and for the unaffiliated it is to increase from 29% to 32.5%.

				Due to a purge at the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN), many leading scientists have been removed from the proposed compositions of scientific councils, including Prof. Zbigniew Wójcik, Prof. Tadeusz Łepkowski, Doc. Bronisław Geremek, Doc. Stefan Amsterdamski and Prof. Tadeusz Kowalik.
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				27

				In Łódź, Issue No. 1 of the “Głos Łodzi” (“Voice of Łódź”) periodical, a press organ of the Solidarity RKW Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands), is published.

				28

				From the letter of 41 members of the Komisja Krajowa – KK (NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commis-sion) and the Krajowa Komisja Rewizyjna (National Revision Commission) to Adam Zieliński, chair of the Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza (National Election Commission): 

				We, the undersigned, who in September 1981 during the 1st National Assembly was elected to the national leadership of NSZZ “Solidarity”, would like to submit a declaration that they will not participate in elections for candidates to national councils to be held on 17 June 1984. The electoral system enacted, despite wide-spread criticism, failed to ensure a democratic manner of selecting and determining candidates for council members, nor did it allow for the actual selection of candidates, if only by putting their names on the lists in an impartial alphabetical order. This system does not differ from previous practice, despite many declara-tions of abandoning it. At the same time, a moral and societal assessment of the situation in the country indicates that these elections are not a step towards a dialogue between the authorities and society and, by joint effort, recovery from the social and economic crisis. They sanction the situation, which is characterised by introducing and using repressive legislation, MO brutality, and imprisoning people for their beliefs, aban-doning the principles of trade union and social organisation pluralism.

				By handing you our decision to not participate in the elections, which was taken individually by each of us, we act with the belief that the body you lead is also obligated to oppose any attempts to exert pressure aimed at causing an impression that citizens exercising their right not to take part in elections may face repressions.

				Signed by: Zbigniew Bełz (Gorzów Wlkp.), Edward Borowski (Gorzów Wlkp.), Tadeusz Chmielewski (Elbląg), Andrzej Dudek (Region Świętokrzyski), Lech Dymarski (Poznań), Edward Dzimidowicz (Koszalin), Jerzy Hilbrycht (Bielsko--Biała), Maciej Jankowski (Warsaw), Jerzy Jastrzębowski (Warsaw, Józef Jungiewicz (Małopolska Region), Stefan Jurczak (Małopolska Region), Tadeusz Kensy (Rzeszów), Stanisław Kocjan (Szczecin), Antoni Kopaczewski (Rzeszów), Stefan Ko-rejwo (Słupsk), Stanisław Krupka (Stalowa Wola), Andrzej Kuźniar (Rzeszów), Marian Kwieciński (Jelenia Góra), Jacek Marchewczyk (Krakow), Michał Mąsior (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Jacek Merkel (Gdańsk), Paweł Michalak (Koszalin), Bogusław Mikus (Chełm), Henryk Napieralski (Bydgoszcz), Włodzimierz Nowara (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Janusz Onyszkiewicz (Warsaw), Andrzej Piesiak (Jelenia Góra), Antoni Pietkiewicz (Kalisz), Michał Powroźny (Olsztyn), Grażyna Przybylska-Wendt (Płock), Janusz Rejdych (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Jan Seń (Wrocław), Wacław Sikora (Małopolska Region), Antoni Stawikowski (Toruń), Bogusław Szybalski (Elbląg), Antoni Tokarczuk (Bydgoszcz), Lech Wałęsa (Gdańsk), Jan Waszkiewicz (Wrocław), Stanisław Wądołowski (Szczecin), Jan Winnik (Wrocław), Andrzej Zarach (Wrocław).

				31

				In Warsaw, six people accused of causing the death of Grzegorz Przemyk – 2 EMTs, 2 MO officers, and 2 MDs stand trial. The trial was carefully prepared: cover-up efforts included officers of the 

			

		

	
		
			
				388

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1984

			

		

		
			
				Biuro Śledcze Ministerstwa Spraw Wewnętrznych (Investigations Office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs) (at that time, it was headed by Hipolit Starszak). The version of events blaming the EMTs who transported G. Przemyk from the precinct to the hospital was confirmed during the pro-ceedings, which ended on 16 July as the result of pressure exerted by Gen Czesław Kiszczak (from an MSW memo: There is to be only one version of the investigation – the EMTs). EMTs Michał Wysocki and Jacek Syzdek – after being forced to submit false testimony – were sentenced to 2.5 and 2 years in prison respectively, the MO officers – Ireneusz Kościuk and Arkadiusz Denkiewicz – were found not guilty; MD Barbara Makowska-Witkowska was also convicted and spent 13 months in jail, and proceedings against the second MD were discontinued under the amnesty of 22 July 1983. The most trusted man of H. Straszak and his eventual successor, Col Zbigniew Pudysz, later received an award from the MSW head.

				The Minister of Higher Education objects to the democratic election of the rectors of the University of Poznań, Prof. Jerzy Fedorowski, University of Wrocław, Prof. Andrzej Wiktor, and the University of Warsaw, Prof. Klemens Szaniawski.

				From a sermon of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko delivered during a Mass for the Motherland: To live in truth means to be in harmony with one’s own conscience. The truth always unites and brings people together. […] Slander and showing all the achievements of Solidarity in a negative light does not serve the truth […]. Neither is the truth served by violence and shows of power […].

				June

				Issue No. 1 of the “Praworządność” (“Lawfulness”) periodical has been published. Marek Nowicki is its editor-in-chief. “Praworządność” deals with protecting human rights. Contributing authors include Lech Falandysz, Anna Bojarska, Wanda Falkowska and Anna Teresa Szymańska.

				8

				Bogdan Lis, a member of the Gdańsk Solidarity RKK and TKK, is arrested in Gdańsk.

				Janusz Pałubicki is conditionally released from prison.

				9

				The Primate of Poland, Józef Glemp, created the Komitet Organizacyjny Fundacji Rolniczej (Agri-cultural Foundation Organisational Committee) headed by Prof. Andrzej Stelmachowski.

				17

				Elections were held in the national councils. According to the authorities, voter turnout is 74%; according to Solidarity which did a voter count independently – it is 60%.
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				21

				TKK position after the elections: 

				[…] Based on current preliminary calculations, we can assume that over 40% of eligible voters responded to the TKK’s appeal to boycott the elections for national councils. This means that over 10 million adult Poles did not succumb to the atmosphere of fear, harassment, and threats created by the authorities. A decision to refuse to participate in these farcical elections is a personal success for everyone. Refusal to live a lie – the minimum programme for every honest human being – is a monumental task for society, which is slowly freeing itself from the yoke of enslavement, lies, and fear imposed due to it. 

				The fact that on 17 June 1984, after 2.5 years of special repressions and persecution, over 10 million Poles (i.e. more than the total number of Solidarity members before 1981) were able to oppose the authorities proves that the number of our supporters is increasing. This is the effect of our Union’s 2.5 year underground struggle […].

				From the message of the TKK about the results of social oversight of the course of elections to national councils: 

				From those eligible to vote, the following percentage took part in the elections: Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Region – city of Wrocław 40.3%, Gdańsk and Sopot Region 47%, Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Region – city of Krakow 48.2%, Mazowsze (Mazovia) Region – city of Warsaw 57.4%, Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region – city of Katowice 57.7%, city of Dąbrowa Górnicza 59.3%, city of Gliwice 57.5%, city of Pyskowice 40%, city of Siemia-nowice 49.3%, city of Sosnowiec 55.9%, city of Tarnowskie Góry 59.8% […].

				July

				1

				A restrictive press law which increases censorship enters into force.

				13

				A trial starts at the Warsaw Military District Court presided by judge Col Jerzy Przygodzki against four activists of the former KSS “KOR” – Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Zbigniew Romaszewski and Henryk Wujec accused of having taken preparatory actions, starting in 1977, to violently overthrow the constitutional order and weaken the defensive capacity of the PRL. Only eight family members, a few PAP and Interpress journalists, as well as around a dozen civilian MSW officials are allowed into the courtroom. The prosecuting attorney was Col Włodzimierz Kabala. The defence attorneys were Je-rzy Woźniak, Tadeusz de Virion, Jolanta Zabarnik-Nowakowska, Wiesław Johann, Anna Skowrońska, Jacek Taylor, Andrzej Bąkowski, Andrzej Grabiński and Ewa Milewska. The defendants are led into the courtroom in handcuffs, which Polish Television filmed. After day 1, the court adjourned the proceedings due to the amnesty announced on 21 July and never returned to them.
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				From a declaration by Lech Wałęsa: 

				At the time when a trial began dubbed by the authorities as the “KOR trial”, I was overcome by emotion and a sense of solidarity with the four accused Solidarity activists: Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Zbigniew Ro-maszewski and Henryk Wujec. I know them well; we fought side-by-side. I know one thing: they are all both honest and courageous. Each arrest and each sentence passed on by Solidarity members is a blow to our country. I am convinced that millions of people demand that all “prisoners of conscience” be free, just like I do. In this trial, they also want to accuse the Workers’ Defence Committee (KOR) of erasing the memories of the aid Polish intelligentsia rendered to the workers. I shared KOR’s bread when I found myself in lean times. You don’t forget a thing like that. I want to say one thing: no one will ever divide Polish solidarity.

				16

				The PRON National Council appeals to the Sejm to announce an amnesty.

				21

				The Sejm passed the amnesty that included all people convicted (58 people) and temporarily arrested (602 people) for acts of a political nature. However, opposition activists convicted under criminal provisions (miners from Lubin) and those accused of high treason (e.g. Bogdan Lis and Piotr Mierzejewski arrested alongside him) remained in prison.

				23

				From the “Statement” of the TKK after amnesty is announced: 

				Only a permanent abandonment of persecuting union activists can contribute to the widely anticipated change of the political environment. […] Amnesty creates a chance to eliminate the primary source of ten-sion, but it guarantees nothing. […] We will continue to build an independent professional movement, re-quire the government to restore and uphold the law and defend all prisoners of conscience.

				On political prisoners: 

				Even if we assume that having B. Lis and P. Mierzejewski remain in prison as a manoeuvre, blackmail of Solidarity; the accusation of high treason levelled against union activists sets a dangerous precedent. The government’s actions show an attempt to return to the years of Stalinist rule. […] Only a decisive attitude of society can lead to a swift release of B. Lis and P. Mierzejewski. Statements of representatives of the govern-ment indicate that leaving them in prison is the beginning of a new wave of arrests. We cannot allow that to happen. […] We ask all friends of NSZZ “Solidarity”, both in the country and abroad, to support our efforts in defending those prosecuted and to subordinate their relations with the PRL government to its upholding of fundamental human rights.
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				To those leaving prisons: 

				Dear Friends! Society’s perseverance in opposing martial law from its first moments until these last elections forced the authorities to release you. This is something the Union has been demanding since 1981. […] We are reunited. The fight for a free Poland continues. We have Solidarity. We have someone to work for. Like before, this work will not be easy and requires great fortitude. […] We are waiting for you; the Union and independent social movement units await to benefit from your experience.

				29

				Zbigniew Bujak, who remains in hiding, and Władysław Frasyniuk, who has been released from prison, issue a joint statement where they write, inter alia: 

				By releasing political prisoners, the government still declares a fight against society. […] That is why Solidar-ity needs to continue fighting to have all political prisoners released and receive proper status, its fight for trade union pluralism, and the pluralism of thought […]. Solidarity needs to continue so that Poland can become a free country.

				August

				Issue No. 1 of “Kultura Niezależna” (“Independent Culture”), monthly distributed by the Komitet Kultury Niezależnej (Independent Culture Committee), is published. Marta Fik and Andrzej Osęka edited the periodical, and later, the editorial team also included Jan Walc, Andrzej Kaczyński, Zyta Oryszyn and Janusz Sławiński.

				8

				Halina Auderska, President of the ZLP, writes in the “Tu i Teraz” (“Here and Now”) periodical, inter alia, that the Union is a strong organisation at this moment. It groups leading writers; there are a few of similar prominence outside of it. We have as many units as we did in Iwaszkiewicz’s time […]. I still fail to understand this prevailing hatred, mutual lack of respect, slander, writing horrible letters, paint-ing doors, and spreading allegations of treason.

				17

				From a statement of the TKK (the meeting included representatives of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland), Bydgoszcz, and Toruń regions) on the 4th anniversary of August ’80: 

				Today, after most of our colleagues were released from prison, the primary objective of the Union is now to gain the right to operate in the open. […] Trade union pluralism, enabling Solidarity to operate in the open, is required to lift Poland from the crisis. That is why we reiterate that the existence of Solidarity is 
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				non-negotiable. Solidarity is the property of our entire society, and it is the society that will decide on its existence. What Solidarity will be in the future will be determined by us, by what we can build and win.

				Signed by: Zbigniew Bujak (Mazovia Region), Bogdan Borusewicz (Gdańsk Region), Tadeusz Jedynak (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Marek Muszyński (Lower Silesia Region), Eugeniusz Szumiejko (KK Praesidium member).

				21

				A mass of thanksgiving at the St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw is attended by around 10,000 people. The sermon includes an appeal for the truth as a basis of trust between the government and those governed. Amongst the cheers of the crowd: Walentynowicz, Seweryn Jaworski, Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Romuald Szeremietiew, Leszek Moczulski, Marian Jurczyk, Józef Teliga, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Maciej Bednarkiewicz, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, and others walk to the rectory raising their fingers in the “V” sign for victory. The assembled sing the hymn “Rota”. Leaflets are scattered, announcing the fight to free other political prisoners.

				30

				Participants of the 2nd Pilgrimage of Working People meet in Częstochowa. Solidarity representa-tives from all corners of Poland are present, including members of KK NSZZ “Solidarity”: Lech Wałęsa, Henryk Wujec, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Andrzej Rozpłochowski, Jan Rulewski, Marian Jurczyk, Seweryn Jaworski, Andrzej Gwiazda, Grzegorz Palka, Andrzej Słowik and Jerzy Kropiw-nicki. Due to the religious nature of the celebration, leaders of the working class do not speak. During the mass and stations of the cross service, people pray for the Motherland to the Moth-er of God to aid them in their struggle to make Poland a sovereign, self-governed, and lawful country. The mass is concelebrated by 40 priests (including Jerzy Popiełuszko, Henryk Jankowski, and Mieczysław Nowak). It is participated by delegations from various companies, including the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, WSL “Świdnik”, workers of the shipyards in Gdańsk, Gdynia, and Szczecin, miners from Gliwice and Warsaw – workers of the “Warszawa” Metalworks, FSO, Polkolor and “Ursus” Mechanical Plant.

				31

				No big demonstrations are held on the anniversary of the August Agreement. Only the Wrocław RKS calls for a protest, but they do not manage to gather sufficient numbers. For public distur-bances, i.e. the attempt to place flowers at the Solidarity commemorative plaque, the court in Wrocław sentences Władysław Frasyniuk and Józef Pinior to two months in jail, in an accelerated procedure… In Poland, 154 people are arrested and put in front of petty offence courts for par-ticipating in street protests. 

				Anniversary celebrations are held in Bydgoszcz, Częstochowa, Krakow, Łódź, Nowa Huta, Płock, Piotrków Trybunalski, Sopot and Warsaw. In Sopot, a meeting with the composer takes place after playing the III Symphony by Witold Lutosławski at St Michael’s Church. Stefania 
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				Wójtowicz and Halina Mikołajska perform in Gdańsk at the Fr. Dominicans Church. At the church at Zaspa, which is still under construction, Piotr Szczepanik performs his interpretations of songs from national insurrections during a concert dedicated to the Gdańsk shipyard workers; young artists perform songs inspired by poems of Zbigniew Herbert and Ryszard Krynicki; Z. Herbert who was present at the celebrations was welcomed with a great ovation. The festival was held with the active participation of outlawed creative trade unions: Stefan Bratkowski (SDP), Jerzy Puciata (ZPAP), and Andrzej Szczepkowski (ZASP). Jacek Fedorowicz hosts the biggest anniver-sary concert at the Fr. Dominican Church. Adam Michnik and Janusz Onyszkiewicz received an ovation; Lech Wałęsa attended all the concerts, and reporters and TV crews hounded him. In the end, 21 postulates of August ’80 are read out – they are also an element of the huge cross painted by J. Puciata.

				On the 4th anniversary of the signing of the August Agreement, Lech Wałęsa said, inter alia: 

				It is unacceptable to try and govern without taking into account our will to strive for subjectivity and de-mocracy. […] Ignoring the will of the nation in the future constitutes a threat of conflict, the tragic results of which we cannot imagine. Lastly, it is political nonsense to believe in the possibility of overcoming this deep crisis encompassing all areas of social life – without mobilising the entire nation. The reason is that overcoming this crisis we are witnessing now requires tremendous, but at the same time, wisely directed work, immense sacrifices and most importantly – a clear perspective. None of these conditions can be met in a country where the citizen is treated as a unit of workforce, their wages – as a threat to budget balance, their hopes and ambitions – as an ideological threat, and lastly, their courageous social activism – as high treason. […] Today, after 16 months of operating legally and after 32 months of a difficult struggle without legal structures – Solidarity lives! It is alive and happy to welcome its colleagues, who were arrested for their loyalty to our common ideals, back amongst the free. I have assessed the amnesty act as “a step in the right direction”, even though those released were, in fact, wrongfully arrested in the first place. […] On the 4th anniversary of the Polish worker community winning back its right to create trade unions – at a time when society’s hopes are reinforced – we await another step. […] We, the working class, need independent trade unions – but Poland also needs them.

				September

				4

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban informs that government experts are analysing a project to introduce banishment for persons who persistently fail to respect our constitutional principles.

				6–9

				The 13th General Meeting of Historians in Poznań is wholly boycotted by the authorities, televi-sion and the official press. The following persons fail to appear, citing various other engage-ments: the chair of the Council of State, Henryk Jabłoński (a historian by education); minister 
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				of science, higher education, and technology, Benon Miśkiewicz; President of the PAN Prof. Jan Karol Kostrzewski. No representatives of the Science Department of the KC PZPR, Poznań au-thorities, or many historians attend. No official foreign guests are allowed, including a delegation from historical societies of other countries of the socialist block. The absence of government representatives, however, had a positive impact on the atmosphere and freedom of discussion – the biggest interest was garnered by symposia on the ethics of a history teacher in the PRL, international aspects of the Warsaw Uprising, political elites of the PRL in 1945–1948 – and on the myths and stereotypes of Polish history.

				7

				In a Krakow suburb, the body of 34-year-old Tadeusz Frąś was found. He was a teacher and lead-er of Solidarity at the Primary School in Zabierzów Bocheński near Niepołomice. Official commu-nications claim he committed suicide. The autopsy revealed marks of a beating and strangling.

				14

				At a meeting with Poles in Toronto, Pope John Paul II says, inter alia: 

				Solidarity symbolises an order where the person is at the centre. Human dignity and rights are criteria for creating social and national community life. That is why we refer to this word, this symbol, this reality with due reverence […].

				19

				The “Tu i Teraz” periodical publishes an article by Jerzy Urban (pseudonym Jan Rem) about Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko (precisely one month before the Solidarity chaplain was to be murdered by SB officers), where he writes, inter alia: 

				So, what is this spirited political fanatic, this Savonarola of anticommunism doing there? Why, he bears wit-ness to the ideological and intellectual degeneration of a part of the intelligentsia of the Żoliborz crew, proves the decay of the said Żoliborz crew, which before the war was hyperbolically called red, but in any case, remained pink. I have very accurate accounts concerning the sermons of Reverend Jerzy Popiełuszko from a very diligent attendee of these events. The speeches of this politician are pretty different in their sty-listics from those similar in spirit delivered at various flying universities and crawling scientific courses. The youths attended those intellectual parties to hear something contrary to what they heard in class about Po-land and the modern world and to learn about different facts and reverse interpretations. Rev. Popiełuszko does not satiate anyone’s curiosity, fill in the blank chapters in history, or conduct political analyses that baffle the brain only to have it turn around in an opposite anti-socialist direction. Simply put, this speaker dressed in liturgical vestments doesn’t say anything new or exciting to anyone. The appeal of the assemblies he organises is entirely different. It satisfies the purely emotional needs of its listeners and political followers. Popiełuszko’s church is a host for séances of hatred.
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				20

				The first Fictional Film Festival in Gdańsk since 1980 begins. It showcases movies such as “Przypa-dek” (“Blind Chance”) by Krzysztof Kieślowski, “Matka Królów” (“The Mother of Kings”) by Janusz Zaorski, “Przesłuchanie” (“Interrogation”) by Ryszard Bugajski, “Wierna rzeka” (“Faithfull River”) by Tadeusz Chmielewski. Some directors withdrew their movies themselves, which included: Ta-deusz Konwicki’s “Dolina Issy” (“Issa Valley”), Władysław Has “Nieciekawa historia” (“An Uninter-esting Story”), Stanisław Różewicz’s “Pensja pani Latter” (“Ms Latter’s Salary”), Janusz Majewski’s “Słona róża” (“A Salty Rose”) and “Epitafium dla Barbary Radziwiłłówny” (“Epitaph for Barbara Radziwiłłówna”). However, most interest was received by an event not on the official schedule – a meeting of Andrzej Wajda with Gdańsk residents and festival attendees at the Fr. Dominicans Church. Wajda’s movie “Danton” submitted for the contest received the Journalist Award and the Festival Grand Prix.

				October

				4

				Issue No. 100 of “Tygodnik Mazowsze” is published. The periodical quickly became a central pub-lication of the underground Solidarity centred around the TKK.

				17

				Per Wästberg, president of the international PEN-Club, is staying in Warsaw.

				19 

				Near the town of Przysiek, the 37-year-old chaplain of Solidarity, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, is ab-ducted and murdered by the SB. He and his driver were returning from Bydgoszcz, where during mass at the St Polish Brothers Martyrs Church, he delivered a homily “Zło dobrem zwyciężaj” (“Conquer Evil with Good”); he said, inter alia: 

				To conquer evil with good is to remain faithful to the truth. The truth is a very delicate characteristic of the human mind. Striving for the truth was ingrained in humans by God. That is the source of humanity’s natural quest for the truth and aversion to lies. Just like justice, the truth is connected with love, and love has a cost. Real love means sacrifice; therefore, it needs to have a price. The truth always unites and ignites people. The scale of the truth frightens and debunks the lies of small, frightened people. The fight against truth has been ongoing for centuries. The truth, however, is immortal, and lies die quickly. […] Mastering the entire technique of a pre-programmed lie requires the efforts of many individuals. It doesn’t take nearly as many to speak the truth. People will find and travel far away to search for the truth because they naturally yearn for it. […] A Christian must stand on the side of truth, even if it should cost you dearly since the truth always comes with a cost. Only chaff is free. To get the wheat that is truth, you sometimes need to pay.
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				The driver, Waldemar Chrostowski, manages to jump out of the kidnappers’ car and spread the word about the priest being abducted. The body of Rev. J. Popiełuszko was fished out of a reservoir on the Vistula River near Włocławek on 30 October.

				19–31

				Mass for the abducted priest is held in churches throughout the country.

				22

				Lech Wałęsa meets with the NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Coordination Committee: Bogdan Boruse-wicz (Gdańsk Region), Zbigniew Bujak (Mazovia Region), Marek Muszyński (Lower Silesia Region), Eugeniusz Szumiejka (KK Praesidium Member) and representatives of the Lesser Poland and Śląsko-Dąbrowski regions. In connection with the abduction of Rev. J. Popiełuszko, a “Statement” is published which includes the following: 

				This abduction is not an isolated event. After 13 December 1981, similar events occurred throughout the country, targeting Solidarity activists and supporters. Now, we have a man of the cloth join the victims of martial law, dead or prosecuted by the so-called defenders of law and order during strikes, peaceful protests, in churches; a priest abducted by “persons unknown”. […] We hope that Reverend Jerzy Popiełuszko will return to his parish safe and sound. […] Once more, it turned out that violating the provisions of the “Agree-ment” started a dangerous practice of violence being regarded as a means of solving all social problems.

				During the meeting, participants also assessed the situation in the country, decided to main-tain and strengthen existing Union structures, and discussed the direction of Union operations, both domestically and internationally.

				26

				The MSW announces the arrest of 3 of its employees suspected of abducting Rev. J. Popiełuszko. On 27 October, Gen Czesław Kiszczak discloses their names.

				28

				A monthly mass for the Motherland at the St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, previously celebrated by Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, gathers over 50,000 people. The mass is celebrated by Rev. Zdzisław Król, chancellor of the Warsaw Curia; the sermon is delivered by St Martin’s Church rec-tor, Rev. Bronisław Dembowski.

				30

				The body of Rev. Popiełuszko is fished from a reservoir near Włocławek. News of his death is an-nounced at St Stanislaus Kostka Church at the end of mass, around 8:00 p.m.
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				31

				Upon receiving the news of Rev. Jerzy’s death, Primate Józef Glemp says, inter alia: 

				The death of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko was inflicted cruelly and with premeditation. […] While insisting on the need for justice to be served, we will also pray for his killers so that they may receive the grace of conversion. […] Rev. Jerzy’s murder is a challenge for the Church to continue in its courageous spiritual work with the nation, following the priestly slogan: “Do not let evil conquer you, but conquer evil with good”.

				November

				2

				A crowd gathers near the Forensic Medicine Institute building in Białystok, where the autopsy of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko’s body is to be conducted. ZOMO troops withdraw. People sing religious hymns and lay flowers and candles. After the casket with Rev. Jerzy’s body is carried out, they start singing the hymn “Boże, coś Polskę”. Cries soon transform into chanting, “Solidarity!”

				3

				At the St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko’s funeral is held, participated by the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Józef Glemp, Lech Wałęsa and Solidarity delegations from all over the country. Also present are clergy representatives, members and experts of the KK NSZZ “Solidarity”, the diplomatic corps, and accredited journalists. The concelebrated funeral service begins at 11:00 a.m., and thousands of people attend it. Cardinal Józef Glemp delivers the ser-mon and says, inter alia: 

				We believe that the sacrifice of young Reverend Jerzy is the last sacrifice on Polish lands and that no person in our Motherland will ever attempt to take the life of his fellow man just because he doesn’t like the teach-ings the other one spreads […]. 

				Lech Wałęsa says, inter alia: 

				It’s hard to express the pain and harm we feel today as we say our last goodbye to Rev. Jerzy. We now add the name of a Warsaw priest born in a village near Białystok, a chaplain of the working class to the Remem-brance of the Fallen, to the lists of names on monuments all around Warsaw, Poznań, the Baltic Coast area and Silesia.

				7

				In Krakow, the citizens’ initiative to protect human rights called “Przeciw Przemocy” (“Against Violence”) is created. 
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				8

				Lech Wałęsa and Władysław Frasyniuk send a letter to the Sejm concerning an amendment to the MSW Act, where they write, inter alia: 

				In connection with the kidnapping and murder of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko by MSW employees, we demand an amendment to the “Ustawa o urzędzie Ministra Spraw Wewnętrznych w zakresie działania podległych mu organów” (“Act on the Office of the Minister of Internal Affairs in the Scope of Operations of Departments Under Its Jurisdiction”). This Act infringes fundamental human rights, granting MSW bodies unacceptable abilities to interfere in the private lives of citizens and to use violence against them. This fosters conditions for the demoralisation of MSW employees, creating a sense of impunity, which is clearly demonstrated by recent events. Czesław Kiszczak, the Minister of Internal Affairs, in a televised address on 27 October 1984, attempted to show the crime committed by his underlings as an isolated event […]. This type of legislation will not only lead to the degeneration of MSW employees and create social opposition but is also a disgrace for Poland in the eyes of the international community.

				Issue No. 1 of the independent periodical “PWA – Przegląd Wiadomości Agencyjnych” (“PWA – Agency News Review”) is published throughout Poland. Its editorial team consists of Jan Bryłowski, Jerzy Brukwicki, Jan Doktór, Jan Dworak, Stanisława Domagalska, Andrzej Fedorowicz, Ryszard Holzer, Ernest Skalski and Andrzej Kaczyński.

				11

				The liberal-democratic party “Niepodległość” (“Independence”) is formed. Its official organ is the “Niepodległość” monthly. 

				12

				The Warsaw-based “Komitet Obywatelski Przeciw Przemocy” (“Citizen’s Committee Against Vio-lence”) is created. The declaration reads, inter alia: 

				Shocked by the murder committed by security service officers on Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko […], and not forget-ting about other victims of mysterious murders, beatings, and kidnappings reported by the underground press, while official press mentions them only cursorily or not at all, remaining in solidarity with numerous calls for public and open resistance against banditry in our country – we hereby create the Citizen’s Com-mittee Against Violence.

				Our society has a right to the entire truth – and it is this truth that we wish to serve through our actions. […] We think that one of the first things to be addressed immediately, right after the martyr’s death of Rev. Popiełuszko, is to demand a re-launch of the investigation of the murder of Grzegorz Przemyk and Piotr Bartoszcze. We call on all people of goodwill to provide information on acts of hatred and violence or just declarations of such acts – made both by unknown perpetrators as well as security service officers. […]

				We hope that this time, after the deep moral shock suffered by the nation, the intent of ending MO terror announced by the authorities – will turn out to be honest.
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				Signed by: Barbara Grochulska (historian), Maciej Jankowski (welder), Seweryn Jaworski (metalworker), Anka Kowal-ska (author), Stanisław Krukowski (lawyer), Anatol Lawina (computer specialist), Edward Lipiński (economist), Jan Józef Lipski (historian of literature), Janusz Onyszkiewicz (mathematician), Jerzy Puciata (visual artist), Lech Sokołowski (met-alworker), Aniela Steinsbergowa (lawyer), Jacek Szymanderski (historian), Marian Wiak (farmer).

				When the news of the death of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko is announced, Citizens’ Committees Against Violence are created in several Polish cities but fail to develop into a broader opposition movement. 

				19

				Declaration of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK and representatives of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland), Pomorze Zachodnie (Western Pomerania), Bydgoszcz and Toruń Regions: 

				The martyr death of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko has shocked and alarmed society. A priest was killed, who openly and loudly fought for the rights of NSZZ “Solidarity”, a man who was killed who, through his conduct, gave witness to the truth, courage and dignity. […] This crime was planned at the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Se-curity Service officers carried it out. The actions of each ministry are the responsibilities of their immediate leadership and the PRL government. Any declarations of innocence will not obfuscate these facts. […] The same people who today oversee the investigation and inform about its results bear the moral responsibility for the murder of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko.

				The TKK also adopted the following positions on certain current matters: 

				1.	The minimum survival costs, encompassing only the basic expenses for families, calculated by the NSZZ “Solidarity” Sieć Wiodących Zakładów (Leading Workplace Network) as of June 1984 is 5,000 zlotys per person. […]

				2.	One current important task of the Tajne Komisje Zakładowe (Secret Workplace Commissions) is to or-ganise actions to safeguard workers from having extended worktime rules introduced.

				3.	In view of the upcoming elections to worker self-governments, the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK finds that the attitude towards self-governments included in the programme declarations of January 1983 has not changed […].

				4.	The NSZZ “Solidarity” upholds its previous position towards trade unions created before and after 13 December 1981. According to the charter, NSZZ “Solidarity” members cannot be members of other trade unions.

				5.	The NSZZ “Solidarity” objects to preparations made by the PRL government to amend the Act on Higher Education of May 1982. The prepared draft makes it easier to fire inconvenient employees and puts an end to the self-governance of tertiary schools. […]

				6.	Another still relevant issue is the matter of political prisoners. Amnesty did not include Solidarity activ-ists from the Katowice Metalworks, Lubin and others. […] Bogdan Lis and Piotr Mierzejewski remain in custody. […]
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				20

				Eugeniusz Szumiejko leaves the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK and reveals himself for personal reasons.

				22

				TKK declaration in connection with Poland leaving the International Labour Organization an-nounced by Polish authorities and planned for 1986:

				The PRL government decided to leave the ILO due to the Administration Council of the latter acknowledging a report of a special Investigations Commission appointed to examine several accusations levelled by West-ern trade union organisations against the PRL government in connection with violations of international conventions ratified by Poland and including guarantees of observing the freedom of operations of trade unions. […] In connection with the above, NSZZ “Solidarity”, the only thing we can do is:

					1) express our approval of the ILO’s position […] 2) condemn the Polish government, which led to the loss of authority by the Polish State in the international community. […] We express our steadfast belief that there will come a time when Poland returns to the ILO as a full-fledged member […]. 

				On behalf of the TKK, signed by: Zbigniew Bujak.

				24

				The Społeczne Stowarzyszenie Obrony Praw Człowieka (Social Association for the Protection of Human Rights) was created in Toruń, and its most active member is Alicja Grześkowiak.

				The Ogólnopolskie Porozumienie Związków Zawodowych (OPZZ) (National Trade Union As-sociation) was created in Bytom; Alfred Miodowicz, a worker, is the leader of the newly formed pro-regime trade union central.

				28

				Paweł Napieralski was detained after airing the 82nd programme of Radio Solidarity. He was sen-tenced to 1.5 years in prison and released on 3 December 1985.

				December

				The Fighting Solidarity chapter in Rzeszów begins operations. Issue No. 1 of the Rzeszów bulletin of Fighting Solidarity entitled “Galicja” is published.
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				The TKK is composed of Bogdan Borusewicz (Gdańsk Region), Zbigniew Bujak (Mazowsze (Ma-zovia) Region), Tadeusz Jedynak (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Marek Muszyński (Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Region) along with representatives of Bydgoszcz and Toruń, Pomorze Zachodnie, Wielkopolska, and the Ziemia Łódzka Regions – state on the anniversary of December ’70: 

				We have many reasons to remember December, and we will keep remembering. Amongst other months we recall in Polish, December holds a special place. The deaths of workers on the Coast in 1970, the deaths of miners at the “Wujek” mine in 1981, the war declared on society by the government – these are enough never to forget […]. For yet another anniversary of December, we call on all Poles: let us use the memories of these tragic events to gain strength to fight for the future. Let the Remembrance of the Fallen bring hope to the rest of us – the living.

				3

				In a church in Wrocław, a secret ceremony is held to consecrate the standard banner of Fighting Solidarity. 

				3–16

				Students of the Vocational School Complex in Włoszczowa, Kielce Voivodeship, are conducting an occupation strike in defence of crosses hanging on classroom walls. The students selected student Alicja Groszek to negotiate with education authorities.

				7

				Bogdan Lis and Piotr Mierzejewski were released from jail under amnesty because, as the inves-tigation found, their actions did not constitute high treason.

				9

				In Warsaw, another congress of KPN takes place, where a part of the activists (Zygmunt Goławski, Tadeusz Jandziszak, Tadeusz Stański and Romuald Szeremietiew) leave the organisation.

				13

				In Stalowa Wola, a demonstration occurs on the anniversary of imposing martial law.

				From an interview with Lech Wałęsa for the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”: Since the very beginning, since August, I knew that the movement would be in stages, that great things are impossible to achieve in one stage. […] The Solidarity movement is, in my opinion, stronger and runs deeper than ever be-fore. […] Poland is a board where we play chess while our opponent plays checkers. They speak about 
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				victories, and so do we; however, we are winning. And here, no one can win; we must first agree on our game. Regardless of our views, we all must work towards the same goal. And this goal is our country, the Motherland, that needs to be defended.

				16

				On the anniversary of December ’70, demonstrations take place in Nowa Huta and Gdańsk. An-drzej Gwiazda is arrested and sentenced to 3 months in jail.

				17

				The U.S. government withdraws its objection to re-admitting the PRL to the International Mon-etary Fund.

				18

				The Military Garrison Court in Szczecin sentenced Marek Adamkiewicz to 2.5 years in prison for refusing to take the military oath.

				21

				The District Court in Toruń sentenced a group of activists from Toruń who were broadcasting Radio Solidarity programmes using official television audio channels. Their leader, Stanisław Śmigiel, was sentenced to 1.5 years in prison, suspended for three years.

				27–28

				The trial of the suspects in the murder of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko starts in Toruń. The defend-ants are: Grzegorz Piotrowski, Waldemar Chmielewski, Leszek Pękala, and Adam Pietruszka. The court allowed the following auxiliary prosecutors: the priest’s mother, Marianna, and her repre-sentatives Jan Olszewski and Andrzej Grabiński from Warsaw, as well as Józef Popiełuszko – the brother of the victim and Waldemar Chrostowski with their representatives: Edward Wende and Krzysztof Piesiewicz from Warsaw. The court was adjourned after reading the indictment and hearing the defendants’ explanations. Subsequent hearings were held on January 2–4, 7–11, 14–18, 21–25, 28–31, and 5 February 1985. The sentence was announced on 7 February 1985.

				30

				At St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, a mass for the Motherland and Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko is held, participated by around 2,500 people.

				At the turn of 1984/1985, the “Wers” Independent Book Publishing House, an underground conservative-liberal publishing house, was created in Wrocław. It was founded by Wiesław 
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				Żywicki, Editor-in-chief, Mirosława Łątkowska and Adam Borowski. Later, Krystyna Januszkiewicz and Biruta Tomaszewska expanded the editorial team. Jan Jaromir Aleksiun created the graphic design. By 1990, “Wers” had published a total of 30 titles. 

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1985

				January

				7

				The 32-year-old foreman of the “Gliwice” KWK Roman Franz dies; before that, he was detained by MO officers and beaten at the railway precinct. An unconscious R. Franz was found on a bench near the railway station. He died after being transported to the hospital; the autopsy revealed a cerebral contusion.

				12

				On 12 January, Lityński, an activist of the former KSS “KOR” and a member of ZR, was added to the RKW Mazowsze (Mazovia).

				15

				The PRL government starts consultations with the OPZZ concerning price increases and cancel-ling rationing.

				Issue No. 1 of the political and cultural periodical “Wolne Pismo MOST” (“MOST Free Periodi-cal”) is published. Its originators are Maciej Łukasiewicz (member of SDP underground leader-ship) and Anna Baniewicz. A short time later, the team was expanded to include Dariusz Fikus and Małgorzata Taczanowska, who were fired from the Polish TV during martial law. Launching the periodical was only possible thanks to the aid of Tadeusz Markiewicz. In the second half of 1985, the “MOST” publishing house also restarted operations.

				21

				The TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” announces that 28 February will be a day of protest against the author-ities’ intention to introduce a considerable price increase. It also adopts a proclamation to mem-bers of Solidarity on the defence of the priests of the Catholic Church threatened by SB attacks. 
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				22

				A group of former KPN activists: Zygmunt Goławski, Tadeusz Jandziszak, Maciej Pstrąg-Bieleński, Tadeusz Stański and Romuald Szeremietiew, create the Polska Partia Niepodległościowa (Polish Independence Party). 

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski arrives at the Vladimir I. Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk, where he lobbies for the workers’ support for his programme to cancel rationing and justifies the planned price increase.

				23

				37-year-old Lesław Martin, member of the Revision Commission of the ZR Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) of NSZZ “Solidarity”, distributor and printer of underground publications, twice interned, kept under SB surveillance, dies in Wrocław. So-called “unknown perpetrators” threw him off a pedestrian bridge over a rail line on 11 January. He never woke up after being transported to a hospital.

				30

				The National Council adopts a resolution to strip Prof. Leszek Nowak, philosopher, co-creator of the Solidarity programme adopted at the 1st KZD, and researcher at the Adam Mickiewicz Uni-versity in Poznań, of his academic title. Nowak has been banned from teaching classes since the end of 1984.

				February

				The Komitet Kultury Niezależnej (Independent Culture Committee) presented the Solidarity Cul-tural Awards for 1984. The awards are purely honorary, and the laureates are:

				1.	Stefan Bratkowski (Warsaw) – for his cassette audio programmes “Gazeta dźwiękowa” (“Audio Newspaper”).

				2.	Adam Bujak (Krakow) – for his photo-reportages from the funeral of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko.

				3.	Erazm Ciołek (Warsaw) – for his photo-reportages on social issues.

				4.	Ewa Dałkowska and Zbigniew Zapasiewicz (Warsaw) – for staging “Pan Cogito szuka rady” (“Mr Cogito Seeks Advice”) by Zbigniew Herbert at the Powszechny Theatre in Warsaw.

				5.	Tadeusz Kaczyński (Warsaw) – for preparing a series of music and word programmes at the Romulad Traugutt Philharmonic Hall.

				6.	Jerzy Kalina (Warsaw) – for the artwork he provided for the funeral of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko.

				7.	Krzysztof Krauze (Warsaw) – for the documentary movie – “Jest” (“Is”).

				8.	“Nagłos” (Krakow), audio newspaper.
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				9.	Jerzy Radziwiłowicz (Krakow) – for the part of Raskolnikov in “Crime and Punishment” by Fyodor Dostoyevsky (directed by Andrzej Wajda) at the Stary Theatre in Krakow.

				10.	Jarosław Marek Rymkiewicz (Warsaw) – for his novel “Rozmowy Polskie latem 1983 roku” (“Polish Conversations in the Summer of 1983”).

				11.	Wiesław Saniewski (Warsaw) – for his film “Nadzór” (“Oversight”).

				12.	Wanda Szaad (Warsaw) – for her cassette audio programme “Dezerterzy” (“The Deserters”).

				13.	Małgorzata Szejnert and Tomasz Zalewski (Warsaw) – for their book reportage “Szczecin: Grudzień – Sierpień – Grudzień” (“Szczecin: December – August – December”).

				14.	Andrzej Titkow (Warsaw) – for the documentary “Przechodzień” (“Passerby”).

				15.	Wiesław Wodyk (Gdańsk) – for vocal and electronic songs composed for texts by modern poets.

				16.	4R Group – Jacek Fedorowicz and associates (Warsaw) – for their picture story “Solidarność. 500 pierwszych dni” (“Solidarity. The first 500 days”).

				KPN activists hand the ambassadors of the U.S. and the UK the “Memorandum to the Sig-natory States of the Yalta Conference”, which includes the demand they fulfil the obligation to conduct free parliamentary elections in Poland.

				4

				In London, a rally is held during the “Renounce Yalta” event hosted by “Solidarity” with “Solidar-ity” headed by Tadeusz Jarski, including such guests as Winston Churchill, the grandson of the famous UK Prime Minister. 

				A similar event against the Yalta Conference arrangements was held in the U.S. by the Ruch Społeczno-Polityczny “Pomost” (“Pomost” Social and Political Movement), created by the im-migrant community in Chicago in 1979 (initiator and founder: Krzysztof Rac). As a result, in May 1985, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a resolution condemning the enslavement of Eastern European nations under Yalta Conference arrangements.

				5

				The Paris-based “Solidarity” Office leader, Seweryn Blumsztajn, returns to Warsaw. Once he ar-rived at the Okęcie Airport, his passport was deemed invalid and sent back to France. For the first time in the history of Poland, the authorities deprive a Polish citizen of the right to return to the Motherland without even trying to quote any legal regulation. Several people issue an official protest against this act of violence on part of the authorities, including Władysław Bartoszewski, Jacek Bocheński, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Marek Edelman, Jerzy Ficowski, Bronisław Geremek, Anka Kowalska, Jan Kielanowski, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Adam Mich-nik, Andrzej Wajda and Wiktor Woroszylski.
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				7

				The Voivodeship Court in Toruń, presided by Artur Kujawa, for the abduction, torture, and mur-der of Jerzy Popiełuszko, sentences Cpt Grzegorz Piotrowski, head of MSW Department IV to 25 years in prison; Lt Leszek Pękała to 15 years; Lt Waldemar Chmielewski to 14 years; their supe-rior Col Adam Pietruszka, deputy director of MSW Department IV for directing the perpetration of a felony – to 25 years. In 1986, the sentences were commuted: A. Pietruszka’s – to 15 years, L. Pękała’s – to 10 years, W. Chmielewski’s – to 8 years. In December of 1987, the perpetrators were covered by another amnesty: A. Pietruszka’s sentence was commuted to 10 years (he was released in 1995), L. Pękała’s – to 6 years, W. Chmielewski’s – to 4.5 years, G. Piotrowski’s – from 25 to 15 years (he was released in 2001). The statement of reasons leads to the conclusion that the victim, Rev. J. Popiełuszko, was one of the defendants: 

				Were the defendants aware that their plans were unlawful and aimed against the rule of law? Yes, the de-fendants were aware that the act they planned and carried out was illegal. […] They were also aware that their conduct clearly violates the forms and methods of work binding at the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) […]. The defendant, Grzegorz Piotrowski, as the department head, dealt with limiting the non-religious, anti-state activities of certain priests, including Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, that are harmful to state interests. Actions taken by MSW bodies in this scope in recent years were deemed by Piotrowski to be ineffective and erratic, which was supposedly proven, inter alia, by the fact that Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, both during the criminal proceedings against him and after its discontinuation under the amnesty of 21 July 1984 – did not cease his illegal non-religious activity. The official order given in connection with this state of affairs to defendant Piotrowski to continue acting to limit the harmful actions of the priest caused professional frustration. It resulted in his hatred of Rev. J. Popiełuszko. The defendant, G. Piotrowski, decided that only radical steps would have the desired results in this situation. This was taken advantage of by defendant Adam Pietruszka, who cynically reinforced Piotrowski’s belief. […] Any circumstances cannot justify the crime they commit-ted – nor by the facts disclosed and discussed in these proceedings concerning the illegal and non-religious activities of Rev. Popiełuszko, nor by similar facts concerning other priests raised by the defendants.

				The course of the proceedings was under the special supervision of the MSW. 

				11

				The District Court in Łódź sentences Józef Śreniowski, member of the former KSS “KOR”, to 2 years and four months in prison for transporting materials that are offensive and defamatory towards state authorities for them to be disseminated and for using the personal identity card of another person. Since his escape from a detention centre in August 1982, J. Śreniowski remained in hiding until his arrest on 24 October 1984 at a Warsaw turnpike.
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				13

				In Gdańsk, Władysław Frasyniuk, Bogdan Lis and Adam Michnik were arrested on charges of participating in a conspiratorial meeting of the TKK (also participated in by Lech Wałęsa, Janusz Pałubicki, Stanisław Handzlik, Jacek Merkel and Mariusz Wilk).

				15

				Lech Wałęsa and Jacek Kuroń issue a statement in protest against the detention and arrest of three Solidarity leaders in Gdańsk.

				18

				At the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Bieżanów Stary near Krakow, eight people including Anna Walentynowicz, go on hunger strike in protest against besmirching the memory of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko by the press and television, slander against Rev. Henryk Jankowski from Gdańsk, Rev. Stanisław Małkowski from Warsaw, Rev. Kazimierz Jancarz from Nowa Huta, and Rev. Adolf Chojnacki from Krakow, as well as to protest against arrests of opposition activists: We go on hunger strike against […] the arrest of Władysław Frasyniuk, Bogdan Lis, Adam Michnik on 13 February 1985 because they had a meeting and exchanged views.

				19

				The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and the World Confederation of Labour issued a joint statement criticising the PRL government’s policy of squashing Solidarity and imprisoning people fighting for their workers’ rights. 

				22

				Fighting Solidarity signs an agreement on cooperation with the “Niepodległość” Liberal-Demo-cratic Party founded by Jerzy Targalski. The basis of collaboration is the similarity of their programmes.

				The OPZZ officially objects to the government price rise programme.

				25

				The government cancels them indefinitely three days before the price increase.

				On authorisation from the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK, Lech Wałęsa and Zbigniew Bujak issued a statement about the authorities’ withdrawal from the presented options for price increases and cancellation of the 15-minute protest strike announced for 28 February.
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				28

				Crews of the Mazovia Region companies, despite Solidarity’s appeal being cancelled, protested against increases and breaking the 8-hour-shift rule. At the “Ursus” Mechanical Plant and “War-szawa” Metalworks, Solidarity groups air a programme that includes the appearance of Zbigniew Bujak. Women workers at the Rosa Luxemburg Plant stopped work at noon. The strike is also taken up by the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard, Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia, Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks in Krakow, Elbud in Krakow, and the Zakłady Naprawcze Taboru Kolejowego (Rolling Stock Maintenance Plant) in Mińsk Mazowiecki.

				A meeting takes place between the secretary of the Roman Catholic Episcopate, Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski and the Minister of Internal Affairs, Gen Czesław Kiszczak, regarding the trial in Toruń. The general avoids revealing the truth. He suggests that the attack by Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko’s family’s attorneys destroys the good relations between the government and the Church. He rejects the bishop’s proposition of dialogue between the authorities and the op-position, accuses Lech Wałęsa of anti-Polish sentiments, accuses Church representatives of not reacting strongly enough to sanctions imposed by POTUS Ronald Reagan, which resulted in the impoverishment of Polish society and the PRL to lose USD 15 billion a year.

				March

				The first video cassette was released with the movie “Przesłuchanie” (“The Interrogation”) by Ryszard Bugajski. Shot between 1981 and 1982, it was not allowed to be released in official dis-tribution. Through the lens of the experiences of a single victim, it showcases the brutality of the Stalinist repressive regime. The movie starred Krystyna Janda.

				4

				Ryszard Ślusarski, brutally beaten in February by MO officers: Banaś, Mazur, and Łatwornicki, dies in Chojnów. 

				5

				The TKK issues a statement: In defence of the standard of living, on the repressive policies of the PRL authorities concerning attacks on the international activities of Solidarity. From the statement on the standard of living: 

				It should be emphasised that we have had a series of drastic price increases in recent years without sufficient compensation. These caused widespread impoverishment of the people and failed to improve the country’s economic situation. Today, almost everyone is sure that further sacrifices will not result in anything except increased poverty. That is why we have the right and duty to demand a complete set-off of current price increases with a simultaneous wage rise by approximately 2,000 zlotys. This is a basic demand of the Union. 
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				8

				On Women’s Day, a strike is announced at the Zakłady Wytwórcze Lamp Elektronowych im. Róży Luksemburg (Rosa Luxemburg Vacuum Tube Factory); the entire W–4 department participates. 

				9

				A 30-person anti-terrorist group interrupts a meeting of KPN members in Warsaw at Chmielna St. The following people are arrested: Leszek Moczulski, Krzysztof Król, Grzegorz Rossa, Andrzej Szomański, Dariusz Wójcik, Adam Słomka and Piotr Węgierski.

				11

				Konstantin Chernenko dies. Mikhail Gorbachev becomes the new Secretary General of the Com-munist Party of the Soviet Union.

				12

				Bogdan Lis goes on a hunger strike while in custody at a jail in Gdańsk in protest against being detained without an indictment – he is force-fed.

				17–24

				A hunger-strike is held in the church in Podkowa Leśna near Warsaw for the release of Marek Adamkiewicz, sentenced to 2.5 years in prison for refusing to take the military oath. The strike is participated by Marek Bińkowski, Jacek Czaputowicz, Piotr Dąbrowski, Jarosław Dubiel, Lech Jaworski, Roland Kruk, Marek Krukowski, Maciej Kuroń, Barbara Malak (spokesperson), Piotr Niemczyk, Konstanty Radziwiłł, Aleksandra Sarata, Krystyna Surowiec, Waldemar Szafrański, Rafał Szczerba, Józef Taran, Tomasz Wacko, Mirosław Witkowski, and Xawery Wolski. The protest-ers receive symbolic support from the parson, Leon Kantorski, who goes on a three-day bread-and-water fast.

				21

				After a trial lasting a year-and-a-half, the District Court in Katowice announced a sentence con-cerning the workers of the “Katowice” Metalworks accused of stealing printing machines belong-ing to the KZ NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Metalworks and releasing them to underground organi-sations, thereby acting to the detriment of the representative of the Former Trade Union Asset Management. It sentences Michał Luty, Andrzej Kisieliński, Leszek Lorek, Jerzy Milanowicz, and Andrzej Niewiara to 3 years in prison and a fine of 60,000 zlotys, Andrzej Stolarczyk to 2.5 years and a fine of 40,000 zlotys. Due to the sentences being halved under the amnesty and including jail time as time served, all those convicted were released on the next day.
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				24

				At the God’s Mercy Church in Warsaw at Żytnia St., the play “Wieczernik” (“The Cenacle”) by Er-nest Bryll and directed by Andrzej Wajda is staged for the first time.

				April

				4

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK composed of Bogdan Borusewicz (Gdańsk Region), Zbigniew Bujak (Mazovia Region), Tadeusz Jedynak (Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region), Marek Muszyński (Lower Silesia Region) along with representatives of the Lesser Poland and Western Pomerania Regions – issue a statement on the electoral system submitted by PRON to the PRL Sejm. The TKK demands the adoption of an electoral system that would guarantee, inter alia, rights of all groups of citizens to put candidates on the ballot and equal rights to all candidates, including abandoning the concept of so-called mandate positions and independent social control of the election process on all levels. Furthermore, the Odezwa pierwszomajowa (May 1st Proclamation) is issued, call-ing for independent demonstrations on 1 May 1985 with demands of wage increase to equalise price increases, observing the right to an 8-hour-shift, release of all political prisoners. The TKK also demands the introduction of a high-price allowance to secure all employees against price increases automatically.

				6

				Rev. Tadeusz Isakowicz-Zaleski, chaplain of the Nowa Huta Solidarity, is beaten and burned by so-called unknown perpetrators. He had the letter “V” burned on his stomach and cheek (probably with cigarettes). He will be assaulted again in December.

				9

				The underground press publishes a declaration of the education communities of Bydgoszcz, Toruń, Poznań, Gdańsk, Krakow, and Warsaw concerning ideological and political verification (the so-called “verification of the teaching staff”): In connection with the ideological and political verification conducted by education authorities, we declare that these actions are contrary to the eth-ics of the teaching profession and the PRL Constitution. We call on our colleagues to defend the teach-ers’ autonomy negotiated in the August Agreement in Gdańsk.

				10

				At 9:00 p.m., Resistance Groups of the Solidarity Mazovia RKW, broadcast a Radio Solidarity programme through sound equipment placed in front of the Warsaw jail at Rakowiecka St. Nei-ther the MO officers (7 squad cars) nor technical emergency services arrive mid-way through 
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				the broadcast could interrupt the half-hour programme, which was very well heard beyond the walls. Inmates at Block 3 (for political prisoners) gave the broadcast a round of applause.

				12

				During his visit to Poland, U.K. Minister of Foreign Affairs Geoffrey Howe placed flowers and lit a candle on the grave of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko. Additionally, he met with Gen Wojciech Jaruzel-ski during a reception at the UK Embassy – with the opposition. He talked with Stefan Bratkowski, Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Krzysztof Śliwiński. During a press conference the next day, G. Howe said that the PRL government would not receive aid from his country if it did not abide by the provisions of the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

				13

				Czesław Bielecki, a well-known architect, underground activist, and head of the underground “CDN Publishing House” who writes under the pseudonym Maciej Poleski, is arrested.

				14

				The Wolność i Pokój – WiP (Freedom and Peace – WiP) Movement is created in Krakow. The founding declaration reads: 

				The Movement’s primary objective is to promote the unfalsified idea of peace and to recruit as many Poles as possible to this cause. “The word peace”, says John Paul II in his proclamation for peace in 1979, “became a slogan that lulls or deceives. It is currently spoken by those who, while proclaiming peace, cooperation, and disarmament, wish to deprive free people worldwide of the means and will to defend their liberties. The scale of this phenomenon resulted in more and more people – including in Poland – treating anyone who speaks of “peace” as morally suspect and politically foreign. That is why we wish to, first and foremost, restore the political value of acts for peace.

				The Declaration is signed by: Ewa Bik, Marek Bik, Radosław Huget, Anna Klich, Bogdan Klich, Marek Kozielski, Cezary Michalski, Agata Michałek, Konstanty Miodowicz, Wojciech Modelski, Jan Maria Rokita, Dariusz Rupiński, Barbara Syc, Piotr Świder, Janusz Trybus, Krzysztof Walczyk, Artur Waluś, Krzysztof Zydowicz, as well as people on hunger strike in Podkowa Leśna in defence of Marek Adamkiewicz.

				An impulse for the creation of the Movement was the defence of Marek Adamkiewicz, who was convicted for refusing to take the military oath. The Movement promises to fight for citizens’ rights, freedom of conscience and national independence.
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				15

				Issue No. 1 of the “Kurier Mazowsza” (“Mazovia Courier”) is published. The editorial staff in-cludes Tamara Sentkiewicz, Teodor Klincewicz, Grzegorz Jaczyński, Kuba Grydniewski, and Jerzy Gumowski.

				19

				One week after a meeting between Bronisław Geremek and the British Minister of Foreign Af-fairs, G. Howe, the scientific secretary of the PAN, Prof. Zdzisław Kaczmarek, signs a decision to fire B. Geremek from the PAN History Institute, where Doc. Geremek has worked for 30 years.

				25

				Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik meet with Gen Czesław Kiszczak to discuss disabling wiretaps in Church institutions by the SB. Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski proposes the creation of a joint commission to oversee the dismantling of the equipment. Czesław Kisz-czak discloses the details of talks with Grzegorz Piotrowski and Adam Pietruszka at the Supreme Court. He convinces leaders of the Church that, during his conversation with the defendants, he tried to persuade them to denounce the initiators of the crime, but they refused. He confirms that the sentence is final and assures that the Council of State will not use its right of clemency anytime soon.

				26

				In Warsaw, leaders of Warsaw Pact countries sign a protocol extending its existence for another 20 years. The First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, deemed it necessary to openly discuss emerging differences in views and develop a joint position. We must clear any disagreements and mutual grudges and not let them build up. He also states that each of our sister parties decides on its policies on its own and is accountable for them to their own nations.

				The Sejm defines the competencies of the Constitutional Tribunal (its rulings on the unconsti-tutional nature of legislation could have been rejected by the Sejm with a two-thirds majority). Its first president is Alfons Klafkowski (he remains in this position until 30 November 1989).

				30

				At the Zakłady Przemysłu Pończoszniczego “Stella” (“Stella” Stockings Industry Plant) in Żyrardów, the sewing department goes on strike, followed by all others except the office staff. Female work-ers demand an increase in basic wages by 3,000 zlotys. The strike lasts until 2 May 1985, when the crew and representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Wages, and Social Affairs negotiate new wages.
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				May

				Issue No. 1 of the “Czas Kultury” (“Culture Times”) is published; it is a publication by the Fighting Solidarity dealing with literature and philosophy and the connections of Polish culture with Eu-ropean civilisation (the first editor-in-chief is Rafał Grupiński).

				1

				Street protests break out in several cities: 

				Nowa Huta – after the march, Stanisław Handzlik and Edward Nowak were detained and sen-tenced to 3 months in jail.

				In Krakow, the chief secretary of the U.S. embassy and the U.S. consul are accused of taking part in independent celebrations, after which the Polish authorities deem them both as personae non grata.

				Warsaw – a crowd of several thousand in the Żoliborz district is, for the first time, not dis-persed by MO officers. Its leaders are ZR members: Seweryn Jaworski, Maciej Jankowski, and Henryk Wujec. During the march, Seweryn Jaworski and Jacek Kuroń were detained and sen-tenced to 3 months in jail. 

				Demonstrations in Częstochowa, Gdańsk, Gdynia, Łódź, Płock, Poznań, Siedlce, and Wrocław are dispersed using force.

				3

				Anniversary celebrations of adopting the May 3rd Constitution are held in many Polish cities in-cluding: Krakow, Lublin, Mińsk Mazowiecki, Radom, Warsaw and Zamość.

				In Krakow, many people do not make it to mass celebrated at Wawel Castle, which is a tradi-tion on this day. MO officers locked down the entire area and checked the identities of everyone on their way to the Cathedral. Despite the difficulties, the march was formed; however, MO offic-ers broke it up soon after.

				Over 2,000 people demonstrate at the plaque commemorating June ’76 in Radom. The MO officers do not intervene.

				In Warsaw, after mass at St John’s Arch-Cathedral, around 6,000 people march through Old Town and are later dispersed by the MO.

				An Inter-Enterprise Solidarity Coordination Commission was created in Białystok headed by Leopold Stawecki. In its programme proclamation, MKK emphasises that it will act independently 
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				of the Tymczasowa Komisja Regionalna NSZZ “Solidarność” (NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Regional Commission (operating since 20 March 1982). A 5-person executive body of the Commission is created in Białystok, called the Tymczasowe Kolegium Wykonawcze MKK Solidarity (MKK Solidar-ity Interim Executive College).

				7

				The TKK NSZZ “Solidarity” and representatives of the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Region issue a proclamation on the price freeze of basic necessities until a universal high-price allowance is introduced and an effective strategy to lead the Polish economy out of the ongoing crises is cre-ated. Additionally, they call for a 1-hour country-wide strike on the first business day when new meat prices come into effect.

				9

				In Wrocław, 97 school and 169 university students issued a letter of protest against the beating of Bogdan Dariusz, a vocational school student, sentenced to 1.5 years in prison for throwing a jar at an MO van.

				10

				During a session of the Sejm, Gen Czesław Kiszczak accuses Czesław Bielecki of cooperation with the CIA and high treason.

				MO officers arrest a repeat offender, Jan Szczepański. He informed Lech Wałęsa about a prop-osition he received from the SB to assassinate him.

				Several dozen Noble Prize laureates, including Saul Bellow, Milton Friedman and Czesław Miłosz, petitioned Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski to protest against the trial of Władysław Frasyniuk, Bogdan Lis and Adam Michnik scheduled for 23 May 1985.

				22 

				Ernest Bryll is fired from his position as literary head of the Zespół Filmowy “Oko” (the “Oko” Film Crew) for lacking artistic conception following the expectations of his superiors and for staging “Wieczernik” (“The Cenacle”).

				At the courtyard of the University of Warsaw, a rally takes place in protest against the amend-ment to the Higher Education Act proposed by the government. The speakers include Wojciech Maziarski, head of the UW Student Self-Government, Prof. Andrzej Birula-Białynicki and Maciej Geller – head of the NSZZ “Solidarity” at the UW during the period of the Union’s legal activities. 

				A similar protest of around 2,000 people is organised in Wrocław.
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				25

				In Gdańsk, Marian Terlecki was arrested and accused of appropriating Polish TV equipment, i.e. not returning filming equipment of the outlawed “Solidarity” – mainly the camera. The director spent 16 months in prison without a trial.

				30

				Authorities of the Polish Academy of Science (PAN) announce that international trips of people who defended Bronisław Geremek will be cancelled.

				June

				4

				At the Jagiellonian University, a rally takes place in protest against the amendment to the High-er Education Act proposed by the government, attended by around 500 academic staff and students.

				11

				The 11th District Court in Jędrzejów issued prison sentences to the following priests: Rev. Marek Łabuda (1 year of deprivation of liberty) and Rev. Andrzej Wilczyński (10 months suspended for three years). In December 1984, they convinced students at the vocational school complex (ZSZ) in Włoszczowa to go on strike. During revision proceedings, Rev. Łabuda’s sentence was suspended.

				14

				The Voivodeship Court in Gdańsk sentenced Władysław Frasyniuk to 3–1/2 years in prison, Bogdan Lis to 2.5 years, and Adam Michnik to 3 years for performing management functions and participating in activities of an illegal Union named the: “Tymczasowa Komisja Koordynacyjna” ((TKK) – Interim Coordination Commission) operating to cause civil unrest by organising protests, contrary to binding law, in the form of a 15-minute strike on 28 February 1985. The defendants were denied the possibility of providing explanations. Observers and international press were not allowed in the courtroom. The defence attorneys were Anna Bogucka-Skowrońska and Jerzy Karziewicz.

				After performing at the Muzeum Archidiecezjalne w Warszawie (Archdiocese Museum in Warsaw), the Krakow-based cabaret Piwnica pod Baranami (Cellar under the Rams) is prohibited from performing outside its usual venue, i.e. the Krakowski Dom Kultury (Krakow Culture House).
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				Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik meet with Gen Czesław Kiszczak to discuss the meeting between Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski and His Holiness John Paul II, planned for 1985. The Vatican confirms its willingness to engage in dialogue. Gen Czesław Kiszczak once again refuses to talk to Zbigniew Bujak regarding trade union pluralism. He discloses his motion to suspend revision at the Pallottine monastery in Gdańsk, which is supposed to be proof of the MSW’s goodwill.

				17

				Tadeusz Jedynak is arrested in Warsaw. He is a member of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK and head of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region RKW. In 1980, he participated in the Manifest Lipcowy (July Mani-festo) KWK strike and was a signatory of the Jastrzębie Agreement. He faced the most severe accusation – that of high treason.

				21

				The TKK issues a statement on the trial of Solidarity activists concluded in Gdańsk on 14 June: 

				The Gdańsk trial is an expression and, at the same time, an inevitable consequence of the authorities’ policy of constantly fighting against society, which they introduced on 13 December 1981. Amendments to the following acts legitimise progressing lawlessness and violence: criminal law, prosecutors’ offices and courts, trade unions, higher education, etc. […]

				The TKK also issued a statement on Tadeusz Jedynak’s arrest and a declaration of going on strike on the date the authorities introduced another price increase.

				28

				In Poznań, the June ’56 anniversary commemorations, organised by Poznań Solidarity, occur at the June ’56 Monument. The MO officers do not allow a march to form, dispersing the crowd.

				29

				A solemn mass is celebrated at the Radom Cathedral on the anniversary of June ’76. In a special telegram sent to the commemorations, His Holiness John Paul II writes, inter alia, I wish to express my spiritual kinship with God’s Children in Radom, who, while remembering the worries, suffering, and hopes of the working people, standing up for their rights in 1976 – reads anew, in front of its pa-tron saint, St. Casimir – the entire Gospel of Work. After holy mass was celebrated, around a thou-sand people marched to the June ’76 commemorative plaque to sing hymns and place flowers.

				In Warsaw, officers of the Military Internal Service arrest Józef Szaniawski, journalist and PAP associate, who provided information from Poland to Radio Free Europe since 1973. He was ac-cused of spying for the USA.
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				30

				In Płonka Kościelna, the picture of Our Lady of Płonka – the patron of youths – was coronated. Over 100,000 people participated in the celebration, and Solidarity banners were unfolded. The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Glemp, delivered the sermon.

				Teachers are verified throughout Poland. A letter from the Zamość Voivode, firing one of the teachers in Biłgoraj, reads, inter alia, During individual talks conducted in connection with the ongo-ing review of teaching staff in vocational schools, the citizen in question presented a negative attitude towards the party, the people’s government, and the Polish political system.

				The Council of Ministers adopts a resolution under which the OPZZ shall take over the assets of former trade union headquarters, which have a total value of 3.4 billion zlotys; i.e. it takes over the assets of NSZZ “Solidarity” estimated at 153 million zlotys, as well as money in the amounts of 613 million zlotys, 64,000 dollars, and 112 roubles.

				July

				1

				The government announces an increase in the prices of meat. In response to the TKK appeal of 21 June, specific workplaces in Gdańsk, Wrocław, and Warsaw conduct short protest strikes: “Domel” (65–70% of the crew), “Elwro” (toolroom), “Polar” (the so-called old plant), “Agromet-Pilmet” (70%), “Hydral”, “Superfosfat”, “Polifarb”; Warsaw: “Warszawa” Metalworks, “Ursus” Me-chanical Plant (some departments), “Rawar”; Gdańsk: the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard. De-spite the limited scope of the action, many crews managed to obtain increases.

				Representatives of worker self-government from several regions meet with Lech Wałęsa to present the positions of worker councils concerning the drafted amendments to act on trade unions and higher education. After the meeting, Lech Wałęsa issues a statement where he writes inter alia: 

				The Sejm is currently deliberating on a project to amend the Trade Union Act of 1982. The project does not restore trade union pluralism, which we will continue to demand. It is also directed against worker self-gov-ernment, against the Act on National Companies and Act on National Company Worker Self-Government adopted in September 1981 as a result of the social compromise. The authorities are wrong to think that they will reinforce existing trade unions by giving them self-government competences in the scope of work, wages, and social matters.
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				5

				Around 300 employees stop working at the Zakłady Podzespołów Telewizyjnych “Unitra-Biazet” (“Unitra-Biazet” Television Component Plants) in Białystok. The main reason for the strike is the minimal wage increase after introducing an individual wage system.

				7

				Solemn masses are celebrated in Świdnik on the 5th anniversary of the 1980 strikes.

				16

				During a meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK composed of Bogdan Borusewicz, Zbigniew Bujak, Marek Muszyński, with representatives of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland), Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands), and Śląsko-Dąbrowski Regions, a proclamation is issued calling for boycotting elections to the PRL Sejm planned on 13 October 1985. Konrad Bieliński from Warsaw is appointed as TKK representative for inspecting voter turnout.

				24

				The Sejm amends the act on trade unions adopted in October 1982. The rule of having a single trade union organisation at a company remains in force. The time limit of this limitation is to be determined by the Council of State sometime in the future.

				25

				The Sejm amends the Act on Higher Education, limiting the autonomy of tertiary schools and increasing the minister’s powers.

				29

				Representatives of self-governments of 10 tertiary schools: Krakow (UJ and AGH), Łódź (UŁ), Opole (WSI), Poznań (UAM), Toruń (UMK), Warsaw (UW, SGGW and PW) and Wrocław (UWr) meet at the Warsaw University and issue a joint statement: 

				[…] Regardless of the authorities’ position, we will remain faithful to the ideals of August ’80. We will not participate in creating superficial bodies attempting to replace authentic student self-government. […] the position of the Sejm on amending the act on higher education forces us to publicly announce that we will not participate in the elections to the PRL Sejm. […]
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				August

				1

				Issue No. 1 of the “Biuletyn Informacyjny Solidarności Ziemi Mieleckiej” (Mielec Lands Solidarity Information Bulletin) edited by Stanisław Kalita and Stanisław Stachowicz.

				17

				The Warsaw petty offences court fined two members of the “Otrzeźwienie” (“Sobriety Brother-hood”) for protesting sales at an alcohol shop.

				30

				On the eve of the August Agreement anniversary, Solidarity demonstrations occur in Szczecin and Gdańsk.

				31

				On the anniversary of August ’80, solemn mass is celebrated in Białystok, Gdańsk, Krakow and Warsaw.

				In Wrocław, the SB detains Józef Pinior, who was going to place flowers at the City Pub-lic Transport Depot at Grabiszyńska St., where the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee had its headquarters.

				The Raport: “Polska 5 lat po Sierpniu” (“Report: ‘Poland 5 Years After August’”) is published in underground circulation (“Wers” Publishing House) and developed by a wide group of Solidar-ity experts (including Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bronisław Geremek, and Tadeusz Kowalik). From the foreword by Lech Wałęsa: the “Report” […] is a cautionary tale about the threats facing Poland and an encouragement to discuss the various aspects of our lives. It proves that no one has a monopoly to care about Poland, contrary to what the government would like.

				September

				1

				Schools start classes following a limited curriculum, with fewer hours of Western language, his-tory, and geography, which were substituted at the expense of religious instruction, i.e. another attempt was made to secularise the youth.
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				10

				Over 100 people, including Władysław Frasyniuk, Barbara Labuda, Karol Modzelewski, Jacek Mer-kel, Marek Edelman, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Andrzej Słowik, Jacek Kuroń, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Janusz Pałubicki, sign a call concerning the upcoming elections to the PRL Sejm:

				We, the undersigned, publicly declare that we will not participate in the autumn elections of deputies to the PRL Sejm. We also call on all those who hold the ideals of Solidarity close to their hearts, to all those for whom life in truth is a personal and social value, and also to refuse to participate in this electoral farce. Let all who believe in the righteousness of such a refusal convince their loved ones and friends, all who can shake off this humiliating fear and lies. […]

				12

				In Warsaw, an “Oświadczenie działaczy związkowych” (“Declaration of Trade Union Activists”) is published, which reads, inter alia: 

				[…] We do not intend to participate in the Sejm’s upcoming elections. […] the current electoral system is unlawful considering binding legal regulations as it is contrary to the election law stipulated in Articles 2 and 94 of the PRL Constitution because: 

				–	the elections will not be universal as a huge portion of society has been deprived of the right to nomi-nate their candidates,

				–	the elections will not be equal, as the unfair and widely criticised principle of “mandate positions” on voting cards, which results in inequalities amongst the candidates, is still in effect. Another cause of the disparity in election law is the national list. The secrecy of the vote is also to be voluntary rather than mandatory.

				The declaration is signed by: Marian Kaszyński and Michał Żórawski (Związki Autonomiczne – Autonomous Unions), Albin Melcer (Związki Branżowe – Branch Unions), Antoni Łopata, Andrzej Malanowski, Jan Osika, Jan Trynkowski (ZNP), Krzysztof Łypacewicz, Stanisław Rusinek, Piotr Szczepański (Solidarity).

				14

				In Toruń, Jan Hanasz – head of the Astrophysics Laboratory at the UMK and Grzegorz Drozdowski – a mathematician at the UMK, from the apartment of Elżbieta Mossakowska – a secretary at the Physics Institute at the UMK, make the first television broadcast of anti-election slogans. They broadcast two slogans: “No more price increases, lies and repression. Toruń Solidarity” and “Elec-tion boycott is our duty. Toruń Solidarity”. They were visible on screens for 4 minutes. In the background, the popular TV series “07 zgłoś się” (“07 Please Call”), about the exploits of the MO superstar, Lt Borewicz, was aired. The signal reached Toruń Old Town, where, inter alia, Ministry of Internal Affairs barracks and headquarters were located. The equipment was built by Zygmunt Turło and Eugeniusz Pazderski – employees of the Radioastronomy Department at the UMK, 
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				using, inter alia, a regular television set and a ZX Spectrum computer. The next broadcast will air on 26 September.

				15

				The annual pilgrimage of the working class to the Jasna Góra Sanctuary is attended by 70,000 people, including Lech Wałęsa and 300 regional Solidarity activists. The celebration transforms into a huge Solidarity demonstration. The crowd chants, “There is no freedom without Solidarity!”

				24

				During a meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK, the assembled familiarised themselves with preparations for the election boycott in the regions and adopted a document entitled Postulaty gospodarcze TKK (TKK Economic Demands): 

				[…] restore trade union pluralism and the right of NSZZ “Solidarity” to operate legally, […] reduce employ-ment in public administration by at least half, […] abolish privileges in the economy, i.e. approval of manag-ers by the PZPR, abolish the central distribution of goods, […] the reform needs to consistently apply free market principles […], restore healthy competition in the economy, abolish (save a few exceptions) price set by the government […].

				Prisoners at the Łęczyca Penitentiary, including Władysław Frasyniuk, are beaten. The beat-ings will be repeated on 1 October (for resisting law enforcement, W. Frasyniuk and Marek Łucarz are punished with two weeks on the so-called “hard bed”).

				26

				In Toruń, the SB detains Jan Hanasz, Jerzy Łukaszewski, Zygmunt Turło and Leszek Zaleski during the second broadcast of Solidarity slogans superimposed over a television programme. 

				30

				Activists of the Ruch “Wolność i Pokój” (“Freedom and Peace” Movement) started a campaign of sending back the military identity cards to the Minister of Defence as a gesture of solidarity with the arrested Marek Adamkiewicz.

			

		

	
		
			
				423

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1985

			

		

		
			
				October

				7

				Warsaw City Hall refuses, for political reasons, to register the Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Uniwer-sytetu Warszawskiego (Friends of Warsaw University Association), created on the initiative of the UW Senate viewed by the authorities as part of the opposition.

				8

				In Wrocław, Lothar Herbst, a writer and leader of the local Związek Literatów Polskich (Polish Writer Association), is arrested.

				10

				Piotr Kapczyński of the Gdańsk-based underground publishing house “Alternatywy” is arrested. The publishing house printed underground books, newspapers, and leaflets. Its most significant achievement was publishing the three-volume “Główne nurty marksizmu” (“Main Currents of Marxism”) by Leszek Kołakowski. Piotr Kapczyński was released from jail in September 1986.

				13

				Elections to the Sejm occur (voters can only choose candidates from one list – PRON). Thousands of Solidarity members throughout the country take part in the voter turnout poll. According to the calculation of Solidarity, which called for the boycott, voter turnout was 66%, according to official data – 78.8%.

				While in prison, Czesław Bielecki goes on one of the longest hunger strikes in PRL history, lasting until 1986; he is force-fed.

				In London, a demonstration against the fiction of the PRL elections and the policies of Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski’s government was organised by “Solidarity with ‘Solidarity’”.

				In Gdańsk, after mass at St Bridget’s Church, around a thousand people marched towards downtown, chanting slogans calling for a boycott of the elections. MO officers dispersed the march.

				16

				John Morgan, British ambassador to Warsaw, meets Lech Wałęsa in Gdańsk (as part of imple-menting the British government’s principle of maintaining relations with all groups represented in society).
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				18

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban reports that the number of people incarcerated for po-litical reasons is 363.

				The Voivodeship Prosecutor’s Office in Gdańsk launched an investigation against Lech Wałęsa for disseminating information that the elections are allegedly falsified.

				19

				On the 1st anniversary of the kidnapping and murder of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, a solemn mass is celebrated at St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw. The mass is participated by 338 “official” Solidarity delegates from across Poland.

				A pilgrimage starts from Toruń to Górsko to pray and place flowers at the place where Rev. Popiełuszko was abducted. Aggressive and drunk MO and SB officers disperse the pilgrimage. Two female participants, Anna Antosiewicz and Grażyna Chmiel, are detained.

				21

				Jerzy Milewski, head of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Coordination Office in Brussels, the Union’s offi-cial representation abroad, meets with U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Vice-President George Bush. The president expresses dissatisfaction with continuing political persecutions in the PRL despite the amnesty announced in the previous year, noting the changes in criminal legislation and restriction of academic freedoms.

				22

				A meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK composed of Bogdan Borusewicz, Zbigniew Bujak and Marek Muszyński, with representatives of the Małopolska (Lesser Poland) and Śląsko-Dąbrowski Regions takes place. They discussed the problems of political prisoners, numbering over 300 hundred at that time, and the course of the operation to inspect voter turnout at the elections to the PRL Sejm.

				Lech Wałęsa and the TKK appealed, expressing their ardent support for the 13 September 1985 initiative to announce the period 3–10 November 1985 as the “Week of the Political Prison-er”. The idea originated in a group of former internees and political prisoners with the Seminary Church in Warsaw.
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				November

				The Independent Publishing House Consortium is created. Its management comprises the War-saw-based NOWA, CDN, Krąg, Przedświt, Wydawnictwo Społeczne “KOS”, and the Oficyna Lite-racka from Krakow.

				1

				At the Lubin cemetery, at the graves of Andrzej Trajkowski and Michał Adamowicz, who died on 31 August 1982, a banner reading “‘Solidarność’ pomordowanym z rąk władzy ludowej” (“‘Solid-arity’ with Those Killed by the People’s Government”) was hung. After the celebrations, the SB removed the banner.

				2

				19-year-old Marcin Antonowicz, a freshman at Gdańsk University, beaten by ZOMO forces on 19 October, dies in Olsztyn. His funeral, combined with a protest, takes place on 6 November. The investigation into his death is discontinued, and the statement of reasons claims that his death was a result of an accident when he jumped out of a moving MO vehicle.

				3–10

				In Warsaw, Wrocław, Krakow, Poznań and other cities, a “Tydzień Więźnia Politycznego” (“Politi-cal Prisoner Week”) event was held: leaflets and poster events informing about the number of political prisoners in Poland and the dire conditions in Polish prisons, with church halls hosting thematic exhibitions.

				6

				Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski takes over as the chair of the Council of State. Zbigniew Messner was selected as the next prime minister; however, Gen Jaruzelski remains in complete control of the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Roman Malinowski (ZSL) takes over as Mar-shal of the Sejm.

				8

				Bishops deliberating in Warsaw at the 210th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference called once more to create such possibilities and forms for social activity that would allow con-structive engagement of all citizens in working for the common good.
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				9

				In Warsaw, an underground Solidarity broadcasting station airs a slogan: “Free political prison-ers” that can be seen on television screens.

				10

				On the 57th anniversary of reclaiming independence, the KPN and Solidarity members placed flowers on Marshal Józef Piłsudski’s grave in the Wawel Castle Cathedral. The U.S. Consul in Kra-kow also took part in the ceremony.

				11

				After giving a lecture on Józef Piłsudski at the St Borromeo Church in Wrocław, Dr Antoni Lenkie-wicz, historian and member of the NSZZ “Solidarity” ZR of Lower Silesia, an opposition activist, is abducted by SB officers.

				16

				During the funeral of Gen Mieczysław Boruta-Spiechowicz – a former legionnaire, defender of Lwów (Lviv, Lvov) in 1918, soldier in the wars of 1920 and 1939, and prisoner of a Soviet labour camp – Lech Wałęsa spoke to the almost 10,000-strong crowd standing in pouring rain, remind-ing the assembled that the general also participated in the 1st Solidarity KZD in Gdańsk in Sep-tember 1981.

				18

				The Primate of Poland Cardinal Józef Glemp celebrates mass in memory of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, murdered by the SB; inter alia, Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Gwiazda and Marian Jurczyk attended the mass.

				19

				The Solidarity Foundation is created in the U.S. Its Advisory Committee includes Edward Ken-nedy, Robert Davies, Jeane Kirkpatrick, Alojzy Mazewski and Jerzy Giedroyc. Piotr Mroczyk is ap-pointed as director.

				25

				The Voivodeship Court in Słupsk sentences 2 SB officers from Gdańsk accused of cooperating with Solidarity – Adam Hodysz to 3 years, Piotr Siedliński to 1.5 years. The Supreme Court in-creases the sentence to 6 and 4 years, respectively. 
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				December

				4

				Rev. Tadeusz Isakowicz-Zaleski, Solidarity chaplain at the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, is brutally beaten up by SB officers at the cloister of the Sisters of Divine Mercy in Krakow.

				11

				Students at the Jagiellonian University organised a silent protest concerning staff verification conducted in Polish higher learning institutions.

				13

				An exhibition of Polish underground publications from 1977 to 1985 was opened at Harvard Uni-versity’s Main Library.

				16

				In Katowice, on the anniversary of the death of miners at the “Wujek” Coalmine, a solemn mass is celebrated, and flowers are placed at the cross commemorating the events of December ’81.

				18

				The SB conducts searches at properties of the members of the Parish Council of the former in-ternees and political prisoners in Warsaw: Jacek Szymanderski, Anatol Lawina, Henryk Wujec and Maciej Jankowski. All are questioned in connection with the activities of the Council. Jacek Szy-manderski is detained and received a 3-month prosecutor’s sanction.

				19

				The International Conference of Free Trade Unions is held in Brussels. Information from the Ex-ecutive Council indicates that since 1984, 26 Solidarity members and sympathisers were mur-dered in Poland. In the resolution issued, participants of the Conference condemn the political purge, demand immediate release of all imprisoned trade union activists, express concern with the introduction of expedited proceedings in front of petty offences courts, and call all member organisations and international trade union secretariats to join in protest against the situation in Poland.

				13-year-old Krzysztof Zieliński and 16-year-old Andrzej Zieliński, who fled Poland by hiding in the undercarriage of a truck transported on a ferry, received a permit for permanent residency from the Swedish government.
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				23

				The Navy Court in Gdynia sentenced Wojciech Jankowski, a member of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement, to 3.5 years in prison for refusing military service.

				In 1985, based on the Act on Higher Education amended in July, the Minister of Higher Educa-tion did not approve around 70 rectors, deans, and deputy deans selected for managerial posi-tions at 15 tertiary schools due to their beliefs.

				At the turn of 1985/1986, Andrzej Słowik illegally travelled to the West and initiated efforts to have Solidarity affiliated with international trade union centrals – the World Confederation of Labour and the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions.

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1986

				January

				Issue No. 1 of the conservative and liberal periodical “Stańczyk” is published. The editorial staff comprises of Tomasz Gabiś, Artur Ławniczek and Aleksander Popiel.

				9

				Bogdan Borusewicz, a member of the Gdańsk NSZZ “Solidarity” RKK and TKK, was arrested in Gdańsk. He is replaced by Lech Kaczyński.

				16

				One day before the World Congress of Intellectuals in Defence of Peace, the SB interrupts a con-ference hosted by Marek Czaputowicz, co-founder of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement, and Barbara Malak and briefly detains its participants, including – in addition to independent activ-ists and correspondents – a group of official guests of the Congress. Two versions of issue No. 87 of the “KOS” periodical (dated 12 January) are published in English and Russian and intended for foreign correspondents and participants in the Congress.

				17–19

				The World Congress of Intellectuals devoted to the peaceful future of the World deliberates in Warsaw, participated by 352 representatives of the scientific and cultural communities from 50 countries. During the Congress, the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MSW) conducts operations against the announced press conferences of Solidarity activists Jacek Kuroń and Janusz Onysz-kiewicz, who are called in and held for many hours during so-called silent interrogations, and they are released late at night. Two hundred six representatives from the Polish scientific and artistic communities address the Congress participants, criticising political relations in the PRL.

				19

				WiP activists Jacek Czaputowicz and Piotr Niemczyk are arrested.
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				27

				Proceedings before the Voivodeship Court in Krakow, brought by teachers whose wages were cut for not attending the march of 1 May, are concluded. Nine teachers from the Vocational School Complex in Zakopane and three teachers from the PKWN Vocational School Complex in Tarnów win their cases.

				February

				1

				Representatives of the Federacja Młodzieży Walczącej (Fighting Youth Federation) and the Ruch Młodzieży Niezależnej (Independent Youth Movement) meet in Szczecin. They decide to com-bine their organisations.

				9

				43-year-old Zbigniew Szkarłat, leader of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KZ at the Handicapped Individu-als’ Cooperative, dies in a hospital in Nowy Sącz. He was severely beaten by “unknown perpetra-tors” when he was going to mass on 2 February 1986. His funeral was attended by around 3,000 people, including Solidarity delegations from the Lesser Poland and the Podkarpacie Regions and Solidarity of Individual Farmers.

				11

				Proceedings are held against Lech Wałęsa before a court in Gdańsk, who was accused of libel against members of election committees by announcing his opinions on voter turnout. Before the trial – around noon and after its conclusion – around 15:00, several hundred Solidarity sup-porters protest in front of the court building. The crowd chants “Solidarity!” – related slogans and sings “Ojczyzno ma” (“Oh, My Motherland”). The trial ends with the prosecutor retracting the indictment.

				16

				On the 5th anniversary of the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Agreement, farmers gathered in Rzeszów under the leadership of Józef Ślisz to issue an appeal to free the arrested peasant activists.

				19

				At dawn, MO officers search the homes of members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement: Jacek Czaputowicz and Piotr Niemczyk. Both are arrested and indicted for belonging to an illegal organisation.
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				24

				Bogan Lis goes on a hunger strike in a prison in Barczewo. He is protesting against the conditions he and his colleagues are being held in, against having their right to receive packages and cor-respondence revoked, against having their right to receive visitors and go out into the yard taken away, and against having SB officers have to be present when they conduct consultations with their lawyers.

				25–26

				The 2nd ZLP Convention meets in Warsaw. The new president is Wojciech Żukrowski.

				27

				Tadeusz Nikielski, employee of the Port Handlowy w Gdyni (Trade Seaport in Gdynia), is arrested for having in his possession seven copies of the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”, three copies of the Gdańsk periodical “Solidarność”, 13 copies of the monthly “Nasz Czas” (“Our Time”), and a declaration made by Lech Wałęsa. The court will sentence him to 1 year of deprivation of liberty.

				March

				5

				RKS Lower Silesia announces the schedule of protests demanding the release of Władysław Fra-syniuk. Propositions included daily rosary prayers, declarations of serving a sentence in substi-tution (the “I want to go to prison instead of Frasyniuk” event), and letters to W. Frasyniuk and his family expressing solidarity with their plight. Another proposition is to donate 50% of daily wages every 2nd day of the month to the Fundusz Pomocy Represjonowanym (Assistance Fund for the Repressed).

				April

				6

				In Gdańsk, at the John III Sobieski statue, around a thousand people assemble in protest against price raises and government decisions against the Church’s and its faithful’s interests. MO officers detain several protesters.
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				8

				The President of Poland in Exile, Edward Raczyński, hands over his post to Kazimierz Sabbat, the then Prime Minister of Poland in Exile.

				15

				From a Message of the TKK NSZZ “Solidarity”: 

				The current policies leave no chance for the situation to improve, resulting in further price increases and degradation of the economy. Government members manifest their readiness to defend their privileges and power through their daily deeds.

				18

				An appeal trial of Józef Szaniawski, a PAP and PA Interpress journalist, takes place; his cooperation with Radio Free Europe (RFE) and ed. Wiktor Trościanka is deemed military espionage. The court upheld the sentence passed on 27 January (10 years in prison, confiscation of property, and a fine of 1 million zlotys). Szaniawski is only released on 9 December 1989.

				22

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw, during the trial of KPN activists accused of belonging to an organisation intending to commit crimes, sentences Leszek Moczulski to 4 years in prison, Krzy-sztof Król and Adam Słomka to 2.5 years, Andrzej Szomański and Dariusz Wójcik to 2 years. The defence attorneys’ motion to release the defendants until the appeal trial date at the Supreme Court is denied.

				26

				Failure of the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Station in Ukraine. Soviet authorities do not announce the failure. On 28 April, two days after the accident, at 07:00 a.m., the radiation monitoring sta-tion in Mikołajki will register radioactive isotopes in the air at over 500,000 higher concentrations than usual. At 10:00 a.m., the Centralne Laboratorium Ochrony Radiologicznej (Central Radio-logical Safety Laboratory) in Warsaw raises an alarm. The specialists only learned that it resulted from a nuclear reactor failure in Chornobyl as late as 18:00 from BBC radio. On the motion of the laboratory, including that of the renowned radiologist Zbigniew Jaworowski, shortly after mid-night on the next day, the PZPR Central Committee decides that children from the northeastern voivodeships that had the radioactive cloud pass over them will be administered Lugol’s iodine, i.e. a solution of potassium iodide and elementary iodine to prevent accumulation of radioactive isotopes in the thyroid. The operation commenced during the night of 28/29 April. Within sev-eral dozen hours, stabile iodine was administered to 18.5 million people, primarily children up to 17 years of age. It was decided that cattle grazing in the meadows should be stopped, and it 
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				was recommended that children be given powdered milk for consumption. No official message about the radiological threat was issued, nor were any schools closed. The authorities still urged people to participate in the 1 May marches and forced cyclists to participate in the Peace Race stage in Kyiv.

				May

				1

				Solemn masses and protests are held in Warsaw and other cities.

				3

				Lech Wałęsa is detained.

				Around 400 people gathered in Lublin at the 3 May Constitution Monument, placing wreaths and floral tributes. MO offices and the SB checked the identities of the assembled. Attempts to detain, mainly young people, were met with determined protestations from the assembled, and ultimately, the MO officers did not detain anyone.

				11

				Around 1,500 farmers from all over the country gather at the St Alexander’s Church in Warsaw during mass on the feast day of St Isidore, patron saint of farmers and in connection with the 5th anniversary of RI NSZZ “Solidarity” registration. After mass, the faithful and Rev. Bogusław Bijak march to the monument of Wincenty Witos at the Plac Trzech Krzyży (Three Crosses Square), where they sing the hymns “Boże coś Polskę” and “Rota” and lay wreaths. The celebration takes place under heavy MO escort, fully equipped with water cannons and tear gas launchers. The farmers are photographed and filmed. 

				15

				In Warsaw, Seweryn Jaworski, a member of the Komitet Obywatelski Przeciw Przemocy (Citizens’ Committee Against Violence) and Mazovia Solidarity leadership from before 1981, was arrested and subsequently sentenced to 2 years in prison for calling for a boycott of the elections.

				16

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban offers 5,000 sleeping bags and blankets to the New York homeless. This is the Polish authorities’ official, ironic response to gifts from American citi-zens sent to Poland.
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				The District Court in Wołomin sentences Tadeusz Markiewicz to 1 year and eight months in prison, Emil Broniarek to 1 year and four months, and Andrzej Górski to 1 year and four months for the fact that to cause public unrest, they printed illegal publications with the intent to distribute without required permits. During the same trial, Barbara Moćko was sentenced to 1 year in prison, suspended for four years, for the fact that to cause public unrest, she stored illegal publications with the intent to distribute them without required permits, as well as having in her possession, two radio transmitters-receivers along with instructions enabling her to listen to transmissions on SB and MO frequencies.

				18

				At the Holy Virgin Mary Church in Świdnik, a bell is consecrated and named the Freedom Bell. It was engraved with the sentence: “Solidarność ludzi pracy Świdnika do życia mnie powołała” (“I was brought to life by the solidarity of the Świdnik working class”).

				29

				In the U.S. city of Providence, Rhode Island, the Conference of Solidarity Support Organizations (CSSO), comprising representatives of these organisations from Western Europe, USA, Canada, and countries of South America, is concluded. One of the most important decisions of the Con-ference is to extend care to families of all political prisoners in the PRL without exception.

				31

				Zbigniew Wroniak, deputy director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MSZ) department, is arrest-ed. On the same day – at the apartment belonging to his daughter – Zbigniew Bujak, a member of the TKK, as well as Konrad Bieliński and Ewa Kulik from the RKW Mazovia, are also arrested.

				June

				1

				A two thousand-strong protest takes place in Krakow against the construction of a nuclear power station in Żarnowiec, the repressive policy of the authorities, and the arrest of Zbigniew Bujak and his co-workers. The protest is organised by the Freedom and Peace Movement (WiP). MO officers do not intervene.

				“Tygodnik Mazowsze” (Issue No. 172, dated 29 May) announced 73-year-old Józef Teliga, a distinguished peasant activist and the oldest political prisoner in the PRL, as the Prisoner of June. J. Teliga was arrested on 15 September 1985 and kept at the Central Jail at Rakowiecka St. in Warsaw. Peasant parties from Denmark, Norway, Austria and West Germany trade unions ap-pealed to PRL authorities to have J. Teliga released.
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				9

				A Solidarity protest of around 2,000 people spontaneously forms. After mass at the St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, celebrated for Zbigniew Bujak, the crowd chants the leader’s name and demands the release of all political prisoners. After 20 minutes, the protesters are attacked by ZOMO forces.

				12

				Poland is accepted into the International Monetary Fund (after a 36-year hiatus).

				25

				The Warsaw Military District Court sentences Col Ryszard Kukliński in absentia to death for espio-nage for the United States. R. Kukliński escaped to the U.S. in the autumn of 1981.

				27–28

				In their message, bishops deliberating in Gniezno at the 214th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference note that numerous social and professional groups expect the authorities to create and expand the possibility for them to act within the law, independently of political parties: There is a need to introduce such social and legal solutions that would not cause political discrimination but result in a permanent solution for the problem of political prisoners.

				28

				On the anniversary of the events of June ’56, a solemn mass is celebrated, and an independent protest is held in Poznań.

				29

				The 10th Assembly of the PZPR takes place at the Sala Kongresowa (Congress Hall) in Warsaw and ends on 3 July. Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski remains in his post as 1st Secretary. The Secretary General of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, is a guest at the assembly. The assembly does not amend any government policies, upholding the current line of normalisation and stabilisation, and proclaims starting the 2nd stage of economic reform.
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				July

				17

				The Sejm adopts the Act on Special Treatment of Perpetrators of Certain Crimes (third amnesty since 13 December 1981), enabling the release of several political prisoners.

				31

				Bogdan Lis is released under the Act of 17 July; on 11 August, Adam Michnik and, in September, Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk and Czesław Bielecki.

				August

				26

				At the Jasna Góra Sanctuary, the Marian Feasts combined with the Harvest Festival are participat-ed in by around 100,000 farmers including representatives of Individual Farmers Solidarity. The homily is delivered by the rector of the Lublin Seminary, Rev. Mieczysław Brzozowski, accusing PRL authorities of sabotaging all attempts to support the peasant economy, including destruc-tion of the Fundacja Rolnicza (Farmers’ Foundation). One of the speakers is also Gabriel Janowski, vice-chair of the RI Solidarity, who, along with five other peasant activists, issues a separate state-ment denouncing government policies regarding Polish farming.

				31

				In Łódź, after holy mass, around a thousand people march to the June ’80 commemorative plaque, where they place flowers.

				In Wrocław, around 150 people are detained, most for 48 hours, to hinder the anniversary celebrations.

				In Nowa Huta, around a thousand people assemble after mass at the Our Lord’s Ark Church (Arka Pana) and march towards downtown, yelling pro-Solidarity slogans. MO officers disperse the march.

				In Gdańsk, Lech Wałęsa and Bogdan Lis place flowers at the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970. Subsequently, at St Bridget’s Church, they have a question-and-answer session with the 7,000 people attending.

			

		

	
		
			
				437

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1986

			

		

		
			
				September

				2

				The Primate of Poland, Cardinal Glemp, meets with the Komitet Organizacyjny Fundacji Rolniczej (Farmers’ Foundation Organisation Committee), which has been operating for four years. Given a total impasse in the talks with the government concerning the creation of the Foundation, it was decided to end the Committee’s activities.

				11

				The Minister of Internal Affairs, Czesław Kiszczak, announced that he asked the PRL Attorney General to free all political prisoners except those convicted for espionage, disclosing state se-crets, and terrorist acts. Within the next four days, 225 Solidarity KPN activists and other inmates convicted of anti-state activities remaining in jails and prisons were released.

				During a massive operation throughout the country, the Security Service had warning conver-sations with around 3,000 people engaged in opposition activities.

				12

				In Łapy, near Białystok, the petty offences court sentences Krystyna Strubel and Anna Woj-ciechowska to a 50,000 zloty fine changed to 3 months in jail. They are both convicted of hav-ing carried a wreath with the writing “Przyjaciele–Solidarność–Białystok” (“Friends–Solidarity–Białystok”) on 7 August 1986 at the funeral of Tadeusz Iwaszczuk, chair of the Białystok Region NSZZ “Solidarity” Revision Commission. During the trial, they discovered that carrying a wreath with this writing is illegal, as the word Solidarity has negative connotations in the country’s history.

				12–13

				Edward Majko, one of the leading activists of the Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Solidarity, dies tragi-cally in Wrocław. He was last seen by his sister, who drove him to the Town Square on 12 Sep-tember. The next day, the MO traffic department notified his wife that E. Majko died tragically in a car crash along with an MSW officer, Anatol Pierścionek, chief of Department V for combating the underground.

				15

				The Szczecin Petty Offences Court sentences Danuta Knychas-Szynkiewicz to a fine of 40,000 zlotys for having transported with intent to distribute the standard of TKZ “Solidarność” Szczecińskiej Stoczni Remontowej Gryfia (the TKZ Solidarity of the Gryfia Szczecin Repair Shipyard) on 8 August 1986 using her private car, a Fiat 126p.
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				19

				A party is held at Jacek Kuroń’s apartment to celebrate the freeing of political prisoners and the 10th anniversary of the creation of KSS “KOR”. Over 200 people attend, including freed Solidarity activists and sympathisers.

				21

				From the declaration of the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK after the amnesty: 

				Freeing political prisoners means fulfilment of one of the main postulates of the Union posited since De-cember 1981. Freeing the prisoners does not in and of itself remove the reason for social tensions and the downfall of the country. […] For the tasks before the society to be completed, it is necessary to restore trade union pluralism, restructure the economic system, and create a political situation enabling social activity.

				Another Pilgrimage of Working People arrives at the Jasna Góra Sanctuary. According to Church sources, its participants number around 100,000, including Lech Wałęsa, Bogdan Lis, Bogdan Borusewicz, Karol Modzelewski, and other Solidarity activists. Cardinal Henryk Gulbino-wicz delivers the sermon. The pilgrims carry hundreds of Solidarity banners.

				22

				Lech Wałęsa sends letters to President Ronald Reagan and AFL-CIO chair Lane Kirkland. He asks the U.S. government to consider actions toward Poland that could improve Polish society.

				26

				The recently freed political prisoners meet Primate Józef Glemp at St Martin’s Church, at the headquarters of the Primate’s Committee to Aid Those Imprisoned for Their Beliefs. Zbigniew Bujak and Leszek Moczulski speak for the former inmates. They thank the Committee for its aid in difficult times.

				30

				During a press conference organised by Jacek Kuroń in his apartment, it was announced that on 29 September, in celebration of Lech Wałęsa’s birthday, a TKK meeting occurred at the Solidarity leader’s apartment. Lech Wałęsa appointed the first open structure of the Union since martial law was imposed – the NSZZ Solidarity Interim Council composed of Bogdan Borusewicz, Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk, Tadeusz Jedynak, Bogdan Lis, Janusz Pałubicki and Józef Pinior. Ac-cording to the statement of the Council, dialogue requires institutionalisation, not one of a façade nature. It means to adopt the principle of independence and representativeness of all social bodies. It is impossible without enforcing a social group’s right to have its associations, unions, and guilds. Restoring pluralism may lead to creating a plane for social agreement in the matter that is, right now, 
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				most important for Poland – saving the economy. Bronisław Geremek defines the TRS as a team that can undertake negotiations; however, the authorities do not respond to the offer. Soon, over a dozen open regional councils will be created, and open workplace councils in larger companies (including Gdańsk Shipyard and the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks).

				The NSZZ Solidarity Mazovia RKW, comprised of Konrad Bieliński, Zbigniew Bujak, Wiktor Ku-lerski, Ewa Kulik and Jan Lityński, started to operate in the open.

				The open NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Regional Council in Konin is formed. Its members include Krzysztof Buszko, Józef Demski, Krzysztof Dobrecki, Zbigniew Dolewa, Grzegorz Pietryk, Walde-mar Piotrowski, Ryszard Stachowiak and Wojciech Zaleski.

				October

				1

				The open Rural Solidarity Interim Management is formed, comprised of Henryk Bąk and Stanisław Adamczyk, headquartered in the village of Lisewo (post office in Goszczyn, Radom Voivodeship, at the property of H. Bąk).

				Barbara Sadowska, an opposition poet, dies.

				4

				The American-based J.F. Kennedy Foundation awards 40,000 dollars to the leading democratic opposition leaders in Poland: Zbigniew Bujak and Adam Michnik. Z. Bujak donates his award to help support Warsaw healthcare services, including in his family town of Milanówek, and A. Michnik donates his prize to the Independent Cultural Foundation. 

				5

				In Lublin, the Interim Regional Management forms the open NSZZ “Solidarity” Środkowo--Wschodni (Central Eastern) Region Council composed of: Zofia Bartkiewicz (Świdnik), Włodzimierz Blajerski (Lublin), Adam Kozaczyński (Tomaszów Lubelski), Wiesław Lipko (Zamość), Zygmunt Łupina (Lublin), Bogusław Mikus (Chełm), Stanisław Węglarz (Łęczna), Danuta Winiarska (Lublin).

				An open Interim Solidarity Council is created in Jelenia Góra composed of Zdzisław Brykow-ski, Jerzy Nalichowski, Roman Niegosz and Andrzej Piesiak (chair of Solidarity ZR).

				In Warsaw, during rush hour, 17 members of the “Wolność i Pokój” (“Freedom and Peace”) Movement protested in front of the Domy Centrum Shopping Mall, demanding the release of Wojciech Jankowski and Jarosław Nakielski, imprisoned for refusal of military service. MO officers 
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				intervene, detaining 11 protesters. Seven people are sentenced in so-called expedited proceed-ings to fines of 50,000 zlotys in exchange for 50 days in jail. The four remaining people will be tried in regular proceedings. Soon after that, W. Jankowski, who had been on a hunger strike in prison since 16 September, was released. J. Nakielski will be released from jail on 20 October.

				7

				The open NSZZ “Solidarity” Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region Interim Council is created and composed of Zbigniew Bogacz (Tychy), Marek Gabryś (Gliwice), Andrzej Gorczyca (Rybnik), Tadeusz Jedynak (Żory), Michał Luty (Katowice), Janusz Rejdych (Tychy), Herbert Rennert (Dąbrowa Górnicza) and Andrzej Rozpłochowski (Dąbrowa Górnicza).

				8

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands) ZR restarts its open activities. It is comprised of Andrzej Słowik, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Grzegorz Palka and Kazimierz Bednarski.

				The Social and Administrative Department of the Voivodeship Office in Gdańsk issues a deci-sion ordering the dissolution of the Interim Solidarity Council formed by Lech Wałęsa because the Council cannot function within the Polish legal system, as its creation is contrary to provisions on associations and other laws.

				10

				Lech Wałęsa, Stefan Bratkowski, Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Stanisław Stomma, Klemens Szaniawski, Jan Józef Szczepański, Jerzy Turowicz and Andrzej Wielowieyski appeal to the U.S. government to lift economic sanctions against the PRL.

				12

				Lech Wałęsa takes part in the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK meeting. From the statement: Lately, we have been dealing with attempts to expand the formula of the Union’s operations by having groups of NSZZ “Solidarity” act in the open. Carefully watching these attempts, the TKK emphasises the need to maintain security requirements and protect the underground human potential and material base, which are the main factors determining the actual strength and importance of our Union.

				The open Świętokrzyski Region NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council is formed and composed of Marian Jaworski (ZR chair in Kielce, KK member), Kazimierz Koruba (ZR member), Bogdan Ryś (ZR Praesidium member, KK member) and Jerzy Stępień (ZR deputy chair).
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				In Nowa Huta, after the Divine Service of Fatima at the Our Lord’s Ark Church at 6:00 p.m., a meet-ing is held at the place of death of Bogdan Włosik. The attendees place flowers, sing songs, and light candles.

				The open Ziemia Radomska (Radom Lands) NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council is composed of Witold Król, Jerzy Pierzchała, Jan Rejczak and Jan Pająk.

				The open Śląsk Opolski NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council is created and composed of Jan Całka (ZR member in Opole), Jerzy Gnieciak (chair of farmers’ Solidarity in the Opole region), Roman Kirstein (ZR deputy chair), Andrzej Kwiatkowski (ZR member), Janusz Sanocki (MKZ Nysa chair), Stanisław Tkacz (ZR member), Wiesław Ukleja, Franciszek Winiarski (leader of craftsmen Solidarity in Nysa) and Eugeniusz Wyspiański (member of MKZ of Ziemia Prudnicka (Prudnik Lands).

				14

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban says: If Lech Wałęsa […] undertook to abide by the law instead of creating illegal institutions, if he honestly and publicly drew conclusions from past mistakes of the union he headed, if he became unambiguous in his declarations of the will to seek agreement, if […] wasn’t hiding slogans of so-called pluralism and other political intentions up his sleeve which aimed against our political order if he didn’t publicly ally himself with Western forces that are hostile to Poland – then maybe Lech Wałęsa, a man whom many trusted in the past, could have the rule: no matter where someone’s from, what matters is his current attitude, apply to him.

				16

				In Piła, the open NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council is formed in cooperation with a RKW com-posed of Jarosław Gruszkowski, Anna Kałamoniak and Zbigniew Perka.

				19

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Praesidium in Gorzów Wielkopolski composed of Edward Borowski, Jerzy Gospodarek, Tadeusz Kołodziejski, Franciszek Konaszewicz and Zbigniew Zięba returns to its open activities.

				20

				The PRL Sejm received a petition from the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks and WSK “PZL – Gorzyce” concerning the restoration of trade union pluralism. The petition was signed by 940 people. Since 30 October, many signatories have faced harassment and repression at the workplace.
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				The secret NSZZ “Solidarity” RKW of Ziemia Kutnowska (Kutno Lands), was created in Kutno.

				The first issues of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement’s independently created periodicals, “Wolność i Pokój” (“Freedom and Peace”) and “Serwis Informacyjny Ruchu ‘WiP’” (“WiP” Move-ment Information Service), were published.

				22

				In Poznań, the underground Regional Interim Management creates the open Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Solidarity Council composed of Wiesław Chossa, Marek Gaul, Zdzisław Lewan-dowski, Janusz Pałubicki, Ryszard Stachowiak, Jarosław Gruszkowski, Anna Kałamoniak, Bogdan Narożny.

				23

				The Solidarity Metalworker Commission at the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks re-starts its activi-ties. It is composed of Mieczysław Gil (chair), Stanisław Handzlik (deputy chair), Jan Ciesielski and Edward Nowak.

				24

				The Petty Offences Code is supplemented by Article 52a, under which courts can pass sentences of fines or jail to anyone who, inter alia, without the required permit, creates, publishes, transports, or distributes works or other information in print or other forms of recording and distribution, and anyone who participates in a union […] which was dissolved or refused legalisation […].

				November

				6–12

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committees of the Marine Repair Yard and Port Workers submit formal applications for registration with the Voivodeship Court in Szczecin. Both are rejected. In subsequent months, other workplaces from around the country will submit similar applications with the same result.

				11

				On the anniversary of regaining independence, a mass is held at the Warsaw Arch-Cathedral, and later, there is a patriotic demonstration in the streets, and flowers are placed at pl. Zwycięstwa (Victory Square) (currently, Piłsudski Square).
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				15

				Members of the Warsaw-based Klub Inteligencji Katolickiej (Catholic Intelligentsia Club) decided not to delegate representatives to the newly formed Consultation Council with the Head of the Council of State.

				18

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” is admitted to two international trade union headquarters: the World Con-federation of Labour (WCL) and the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). This fact is even noted in the “Trybuna Ludu” (“People’s Tribune”) newspaper dated 22 November 1986, stating, however, that it was the Brussels office of the Union and not NSZZ “Solidarity” itself that was affiliated with these organisations.

				23

				The Solidarity Interim National Farmers’ Council is created in Krakow. It is composed of 12 people (including Michał Bartoszcze, Piotr Baumgart, Tytus Czartoryski, Jan Kozłowski, Ludwik Pełka and Janusz Rożek), who elected an open 3-person Peasant Movement Senior’s Convent composed of Józef Teliga, Stanisław Janisz and Tadeusz Nawrocki.

				The Constitutional Tribunal received a motion to launch proceedings on the Act on Trade Unions, which is inconsistent with the Constitution in the provision that indefinitely suspends trade union pluralism. 

				The motion is signed by the following attorneys: Jan Rosner, Andrzej Rozmarynowicz, Władysław Siła-Nowicki, Krzy-sztof Skubiszewski, Andrzej Stelmachowski, Zofia Wasilkowska, Tadeusz Zieliński.

				24

				A 30-minute environmental demonstration is held in downtown Wrocław at 2:00 p.m. Twenty-five young participants from the “Freedom and Peace” Movement from Wrocław, Warsaw, and Gdańsk demand that the “Siechnice” Metalworks be closed.

				28

				At the ferry port in Świnoujście, customs officials confiscate a 20-tonne truck carrying a load worth around 200,000 USD (containing 23 offset printers, 49 mimeograph machines, 16 fax ma-chines, computers and ink printers) belonging to the Brussels Coordination Office. The equip-ment was intended for the use of NSZZ “Solidarity”. 
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				December

				4

				All miners in Poland celebrate St Barbara’s Day, during which the biggest celebration is held in Jastrzębie-Zdrój. Today, on the invitation of the vicar of the Jastrzębie-Zdrój parish, Rev. Bernard Czernecki and Tadeusz Jedynak, the Chair of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region Solidarity RKW, who was recently released from prison. The mass, in addition to Silesian miners, is attended by repre-sentatives from the Zagłębie Miedziowe (Copper Mining Fields) and Zagłębie Lubelskie (Lubel-skie Mining Area), as well as delegates from Szczecin with Marian Jurczyk, Anna Walentynowicz from Gdańsk, Andrzej Słowik from Łódź, Zbigniew Bujak from Warsaw and representatives of the KPN and the Polska Partia Niepodległościowa (Polish Independence Party). 

				6

				The first meeting of the Consultation Council was held with the Head of the Council of State, a body that in principle was a façade. Fifty-six people from various communities received per-sonal invitations (including Andrzej Święcicki and Krzysztof Skubiszewski). Jerzy Turowicz and Andrzej Wielowieyski resigned their membership in the Council when their motion to restore freedom of association and trade union pluralism was rejected. Leaders of the opposition, except Władysław Siła-Nowicki, refused the invitation. 

				In Gdańsk, in front of the Olivia Arena, 15 members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement, before the start of the “Rock dla pokoju” (“Rock for Peace”) event, protest against the imprison-ment of Jehovah’s witness members for refusing military service. After 5 minutes, MO officers intervene, confiscating the banner: “Każdy człowiek ma prawo do odmowy służby wojskowej” (“Everyone has the right to refuse military service”), “Wojsko niszczy osobowość” (“The Army de-stroys one’s personality”), “Wolność i Pokój dla każdego – również dla świadka Jehowy” (“Free-dom and peace for all – including Jehovah’s witnesses”), “Pobór = Wybór” (“Draft = Choice”). MO officers detain Wojciech Jankowski who was reading a statement, as well as: K. Galiński, A. Miszek, J. Cieszyński, Sławomir Dutkiewicz, T. German, B. Kowalska, M. Kiepacz and M. Sawicki.

				10

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Commission for Interventions and Lawfulness is created and appointed by the Solidarity leader, Lech Wałęsa. Around 40 people from all of Poland participated in the Com-mission’s work. Aside from organising legal aid and information activities, the primary task is to reimburse material losses suffered by activists due to repressions by authorities. This included, first and foremost, refunding fines, reimbursing losses sustained due to the confiscation of vehi-cles, or, in rare situations, granting allowances to people who lost their jobs under repressions to maintain financial stability. Zbigniew Romaszewski heads the Commission.
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				The Council of the Biology Department at the Adam Mickiewicz University (UAM) in Poznań sends an official protest to the PRL Sejm against the development of nuclear power in Poland in general and the location of the Warta power station in particular. Farmers of the Gorzów Voivodeship sent a letter to the Sejm in support of the demands included in the position of the UAM Biology Department.

				16

				During a telephone call, Mikhail Gorbachev proposed to Andrei Sakharov to return from exile in the town of Gorky back to Moscow (A. Sakharov returned to Moscow on 25 December). 

				Three hundred first-shift workers at the Gdańsk Shipyard leave their workplace, led by Lech Wałęsa, who places flowers at the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970. During that time, three ZOMO officers attempt to stop a foreign correspondent but are prevented from do-ing so by around a dozen shipyard workers.

				23

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban states: The government shares the views of trade unions that the movement needs to be united. This means only one trade union organisation will operate in a single workplace. […] The question of the structure of the trade union movement does not refer to underground and above-ground political groups using the Solidarity name. They have nothing in common with any trade unions. They only want to repeat the trick of riding the horse of trade unions onto the field of political struggle. […] It is naive to think […] that the Polish people will take the same road twice. This will not happen either in the near or far future.

				30

				Eight main opposition activists, former political prisoners, appeal to General Wojciech Jaruzel-ski to release the 15 people still remaining in PRL prisons convicted or accused of criminal acts, though their actual motives were political. The appeal is signed by Czesław Bielecki, Kazimierz Janusz, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Józef Lipski, Jan Lityński, Adam Michnik, Leszek Moczulski and Zbigniew Romaszewski.

				The 15 people still in prison are Ryszard Balewski – a shipyard worker, Robert Chechłacz – a school student; Andrzej Cybulski – a port worker, Zygmunt Grzesiak – a university student, Zdzisław Hebda – an MD, Adam Hodysz – WUSW (Voivodeship Internal Affairs Office) officer, Ka-zimierz Krauze – MPK (Municipal Transport Enterprise) employee, Andrzej Kumor – university student, Eugeniusz Lewandowski – MZK (Municipal Transport Company), Jan Łodyga – control-ler, Tomasz Łupanow – school student, Jacek Mleczko – university student, Krzysztof Ochel – a roofer, Jerzy Orzeł – HiL (Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks) employee, Marian Stachniuk – engineer.
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				According to MSZ and MSW data, between 1980 and 1986, almost 740,000 Polish citizens emigrated, including more than 222,000 engineers and technicians, 32,000 economists, 32,000 MDs, 2,500 architects, and 1,500 academics. Seventy per cent of all emigrants were younger than 35. The main directions of emigration were West Germany and West Berlin.

				31

				The Amnesty Act of 17 July expired. Seventy-one thousand five hundred people took advantage of its provisions in various forms.

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1987

				January

				A political group called Unia Demokratów “Baza” (“Baza” Democratic Union) was created in War-saw. It was headed by Waldemar Pernach, Lech Antonowicz and Andrzej Święcicki (from the “Warszawa” Metalworks). It has around 30 permanent members and several dozen cooperators. The monthly periodical “Baza” became the official organ of the UD “Baza” in June 1983. By Janu-ary 1990, 69 issues had been published.

				9

				Zbigniew Wołoszyn’s (46 years old) body has been found In Warsaw, in front of a 10-storey building opposite his workplace. He was an underground Solidarity activist, a physicist and an employee of the Centralne Laboratorium Ochrony Radiologicznej (Central Radiological Protec-tion Laboratory) in Warsaw. He investigated the results of the Chornobyl disaster.

				In Wrocław, MO and SB officers searched the apartments of Radosław Gawlik, Bożena Gub-biak, Paweł Jach and Marek Krukowski and detained them for 48 hours. R. Gawlikowski and M. Krukowski managed to flee the convoy.

				10

				The illegal 2nd National Assembly of the NZS was held in Warsaw. Representatives of university student communities from Łódź, Krakow, Radom, Warsaw and Wrocław participated in it. 

				In Wrocław, the “Freedom and Peace” Movement holds an environmental march from the Main Square to the “Siechnice” Metalworks, which has been contaminating the waterworks with chromium and other carcinogens for ten years. MO officers detained 25 people.

				12

				A thousand leaflets supporting Solidarity were distributed during a visit by General Jaruzelski to Italy during a match at the Olympic Stadium in Rome. The metalworkers’ trade union carried out the event.
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				13

				His Holiness John Paul II receives General Wojciech Jaruzelski at an audience. The meeting lasted around 70 minutes. W. Jaruzelski said, inter alia: Two Poles should always be able to find common ground, especially in matters of utmost importance for Poland and the world.

				14

				19-year-old Grzegorz Luks died; he was beaten and booted by an MO patrol during the night from 29/30 August. He was admitted to the hospital on 31 August and died due to complications after developing a post-traumatic pancreatic cyst.

				From a letter from the Helsinki Committee in Poland to the CSCE in Vienna: The PRL authorities want to introduce a new means of repression against its citizens participating in independent public activity. The design is to confiscate apartments to deem them a tool to perpetrate a crime […]. Taking away a person’s residence deprives the person and the family of the basis of existence. It would mean a drastic infringement of the rules binding in civilised societies, and as such, it should be universally and strongly criticised.

				15

				The G–6 excavation team at the Hard Coalmine “ZMP” in Katowice refuses to go underground to work. The protest against low wages lasts through the three shifts. The G–6 team is dissolved by transferring the workers to other positions within the mine.

				16

				A message was published with information that a meeting of the Solidarity Interim Council was held in Warsaw, participated by activists from Białystok, Bielsko-Biała, Bydgoszcz, Gdańsk, Go-rzów, Upper Silesia, Kielce, Lublin, Łódź, Poznań, Radom, Szczecin, Toruń, Warsaw and Wrocław. The discussion included the scope and mode of work aimed at uniting the Union members around a programme to combat economic stagnation, environmental degradation, devastation of the country’s resources and worsening standard of living.

				16–17

				During the night, in Warsaw, the so-called UBelisk – a monument to those killed in the fight for maintaining the so-called “People’s government” was covered in red paint and Solidarity sig-nage. The city’s authorities cancelled the planned ceremony of laying flowers at the monument on the anniversary of the so-called liberation of Warsaw, i.e. the entry of the Red Army into the city in 1945.
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				21

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Region Intervention and Lawfulness Commis-sion is created composed of Zbigniew Fijak, Stanisław Handzlik, Wacław Niemirski, Jan Rokita and Andrzej Szkaradek.

				22

				In East Berlin, Petr Pospichal, a signatory of the Charter 77, is arrested and accused of distributing Polish independent publications and remaining in active contact with underground Solidarity activists. He is facing between 3 and 10 years in prison.

				In Poznań, 35 intellectuals (mostly professors at tertiary schools) signed a letter to the PRL Sejm concerning abuse of the Act of 24 October 1986 (on amending specific provisions of the petty offence law), which supposedly indicates a normalisation of the social and political situa-tion in the country and mitigation of proceedings towards perpetrators of certain crimes against public order. In reality, the act created many opportunities for abuse as it allowed MO officers to decide whether a particular case should go to a petty offences court or a higher court.

				26

				The TKK and NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council, as well as the leader of the Union, Lech Wałęsa, issue a joint statement concerning prices and wages, where they write, inter alia, We strongly em-phasise that a permanent, positive change in the Polish economy requires an authentic economic re-form programme. General assumptions of such a reform should be based on the principles of a market economy […]. We disagree with society bearing the costs of an irrational economic system. Sacrifices may only be accepted when the perspective of a better future accompanies them. Currently, no such perspective exists. Not inflation without reform, but a proper market reform could, in time, stop the decrease in the standard of living […].

				27

				John Vanderveken – Secretary General of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) – sends a letter to the TKK: The decision to accept double affiliation is unprecedented and unambiguous proof of respect held for NSZZ “Solidarity” by the international trade union movement due to all the circumstances of its operations. It concerns including Solidarity in the International Con-federation of Labour and International Confederation of Free Trade Unions. He also addresses Lech Wałęsa: Affiliation is a cornerstone of international trade union solidarity and is an organic basis for such solidarity. Within the family of free trade unions, we are sure that NSZZ “Solidarity” will have as much solidarity to offer as it will be able to receive.
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				28

				Independent activists of the Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) Region sent a letter to Minister General Kiszczak concerning lawless methods applied against Władysław Frasyniuk by the WUSW intel-ligence service in Wrocław. The surveillance he is constantly subjected to takes on a form of scru-tiny that prevents him from living a normal, everyday life. Persons contacting W. Frasyniuk are detained, their identities are checked, and they are called for informal questioning.

				29

				Leszek Moczulski speaks at the Royal Institute of International Affairs in London. He envisages the possibility of mass social dissatisfaction comparable to what happened in 1980 and ponders the chance to stop it: The most efficient way would be direct dialogue between the government and the opposition and negotiating an acceptable agreement for both parties.

				30

				In Krakow, the Student Section of the Polish Human Rights League is created. It consists of Agata Michałek, Paweł Sabuda, Artur Then, Tomasz Jarecz, Konrad Zbrożek, Stanisław Kalicki, Krzysztof Kalarus and Jacek Torbicz. It intends to examine the “Act on Higher Education”, and all legal acts based on it, given whether they are in accordance with international law, as well as to defend political prisoners, including university students from Krakow (who were scattering leaflets us-ing pyrotechnics), who despite previous year’s amnesty remain in prison under the accusation of terrorism.

				Lech Wałęsa and Solidarity advisors (Bronisław Geremek, Jacek Kuroń, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Adam Michnik, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Klemens Szaniawski, Witold Trzeciakowski and Andrzej Wielowieyski) meet with the U.S. Deputy State Secretary John Whitehead. He expresses full sup-port and admiration for the aspirations of Polish society and reassures them of continuous popu-larity and sympathy for Lech Wałęsa and Solidarity within the U.S.

				February

				The Moscow-based newspaper “Literaturnaya Gazeta” published an interview with the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Józef Glemp, a clear sign of changes in the USSR.

				2

				In Warsaw, Lech Wałęsa meets representatives of outlawed trade unions operating in the Gru-pa Międzyzwiązkowa (Inter-Enterprise Group). The meeting is participated by Michał Żórawski, Marian Kaszyński (autonomous trade unions), Andrzej Malanowski (ZNP), Albin Melcer, Czesław Głogowski (industry trade unions), Stanisław Rusinek and Krzysztof Łypacewicz (Solidarity). They 
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				discussed current operations and assumptions. Lech Wałęsa was authorised to represent all trends within the Inter-Enterprise Group.

				6–7

				Ronald Timothy Renton, Minister of State at the U.K. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, visits Poland. He has conversations with the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Marian Orzechowski, and a KC PZPR Political Office member, Józef Czyrk. R.T. Renton appeals to Polish authorities to release people remaining in prisons who committed crimes for political reasons. After that, he meets with the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Józef Glemp. He also meets representatives of the Polish opposition: Zofia Kuratowska, Zbigniew Bujak, Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Janusz Onyszkie-wicz and Klemens Szaniawski.

				13

				At the Main Square in Krakow, several dozen members and supporters of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement protested, demanding that the torture of political prisoners stop. Radosław Huget is detained and subsequently convicted by the Petty Offences Court to a fine of 50,000 zlotys and 31,000 zlotys for costs of proceedings.

				15

				Representatives of the Peasant Trade Union Movement meet in Rzeszów.

				17

				On the 6th anniversary of NZS registration, its representatives from Warsaw tertiary schools, the AWF, SGGW, SGPiS and UW, created the NZS Union. The Union’s purpose is to fight for autonomy, pluralism, and self-governance of tertiary schools, conduct independent studies of the country’s social and political situation, organise protests, develop a long-term programme for the NZS, and cooperate with communities acting to broaden individual and national liberties.

				In Krakow, a student protest took place on campus after mass at the Congregation of the Missions Church. People demanded restoration of the right for their association and other social and professional organisations dissolved after 13 December 1981, including first and foremost for Solidarity to operate legally. Around 2,000 people participated in the protest.

				19

				POTUS Ronald Reagan lifted the remaining economic sanctions against Poland and restored the highest privilege clause.
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				25

				Witold Korona, a geology student at the Jagiellonian University, is detained and beaten up in Kra-kow. He was transported to his family house in Kłobuck and put in front of the local Petty Offence Court, which fined him 50,000 zlotys and decided to confiscate around 3,000 copies of books, brochures, bulletins, leaflets, stamps, cassettes and Solidarity stamps (mostly single copies).

				26

				A protest takes place in downtown Warsaw organised by the NZS Union under the slogan of freeing the imprisoned university students from Krakow who were falsely accused of terrorism.

				March

				An NSZZ “Solidarity” KK Workgroup is created. It associates with former members of the Un-ion’s leadership. Its members include Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jaworski, Marian Jurczyk, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Jan Rulewski, Andrzej Słowik and Stanisław Wądołowski. In their opinion, the first stage of rebuilding a non-clandestine Solidarity is to recreate the statutory leadership of the Un-ion in the same composition as it was in 1981, except for those people who went against the ethos of Solidarity.

				6

				At Warsaw University, several hundred students place flowers on the plaque commemorating the events of March ’68.

				8

				NZS Radio airs its first programme, aired on the television audio channel.

				9

				The NZS Union organises a protest at the University of Warsaw. The university has been under siege since morning. Most entrances have people checking their identities, and MO officers patrol the local area. Around 500 people gather in the courtyard at noon, place wreaths at the plaque commemorating the events of March ’68 and sing the hymn “Rota” and the national anthem.

				Fifty-eight Solidarity activists, along with Lech Wałęsa, motion the Council of State to release the remaining prisoners accused of crimes committed for political reasons.
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				9–11

				The Polish Armed Forces conducted an exercise codenamed OPAL–87 at the Drawsko Pomor-skie proving grounds. It is participated by 17,000 personnel (10 people died tragically during the training). The exercise is observed by representatives of the armed forces of 22 countries, signa-tories of the “CSCE Final Act”.

				18

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” (No. 203) publishes a text “Smutne ale prawdziwe – z rozmowy z kolporterką” (“Sad but True – a Conversation with a Publisher”), concerning the worsening shape of independent distribution, decreasing interest in free speech and the commercialisation of certain underground publications.

				19

				Slogans reading “Podwyżki – stop, nędzy dosyć” (“Price increases – Stop, No More Squalor”), along with Solidarity and Fighting Poland symbols appear on trams in Warsaw. Between 2:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m., around 30 vehicles are painted over at terminals at the Wola, Żoliborz and Praga districts as well as Okęcie Airport and go into the city.

				24

				The Chair of the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Agreement Implementation Commission (created in Febru-ary of 1981), Józef Ślisz, is called into the WRN Legal and Administration Department in Rzeszów, where he receives a decision on the dissolution of the Commission. The Rzeszów Voivode Henryk Ficek took the decision based on the martial law decree and the Associations Act.

				28

				Another increase in the price of food, coal, electricity and petrol has been introduced.

				Over 3,000 high school students play truant in answer to the call to boycott the so-called “working Saturdays” issued by the Inter-School Resistance Committee in Wrocław.

				In Płock, the SB detains Krzysztof Kowalski and Dariusz Stolarski. Both are severely beaten. During the interrogation, K. Kowalski loses consciousness and is transported to a hospital where he is diagnosed with a concussion, haematoma of the left side of the brain, and no reaction of the left eye to stimulus. D. Stolarski has blood in his urine due to the beating. During a search at K. Kowalski’s residence, independent publications are found. On 30 March 1987, they were both put in front of the Petty Offences Court, which sentenced them to a fine of 50,000 zlotys, 1,000 zlotys of costs of proceedings, and the sentence announced in the press.
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				29

				Lech Wałęsa addresses the crowd gathered before St Bridget’s Church in Gdańsk regarding the price increases: For the first time in six years, I say – enough. For the first time, I am so firmly against price increases as the only privilege of introducing a reform. Without our strong protest, the country would never have started on the road to reform.

				Józef Ślisz is appointed chair of the Farmers’ Solidarity Interim Council. The “Statement” reads, inter alia, The farmers were appalled at the decision of yet another sharp price increase. The experience of previous increases shows that they only served to lower the people’s standard of living, both in cities and villages, without any hope for the country’s economic situation to improve […].

				After an extraordinary meeting, the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK and regional representatives state the introduction of drastic food price increases: We call on the TKZs, members of the Union, and all working men and women to take a concerted strike action. Strikes should start with demanding im-mediate wage increases to offset the price increases.

				30

				From the statement of the secretary of the Roman Catholic Episcopate Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski, issued in connection with the food price increase: The government must present a complete, understandable, and reliable vision to emerge from the crisis and guarantee that mem-bers of society who are not part of the unions, but possess relevant competencies will have an input into its implementation.

				An uncontrolled strike breaks out at the hull construction department of the “Odra” Ship-yard in Szczecin. After 15 minutes, other departments join the strike. The striking crew demands a cost-of-living bonus of 6,000 zlotys, freezing of contract and regulated prices, awarding a coal allow-ance like in other shipyards, and increasing the family allowance.

				In Ursus, at 06:00 a.m., the maintenance department crew goes on strike. A part of the li-cence production department has also been halted. After several hours, individual wage raises are adopted on average by 2,000 zlotys.

				April

				1

				Another increase in the price of coal, electrical power, petrol, and almost all foodstuffs (tea by 25%, bread – 21.5%, butter – 25%, whole milk – 18%, regular milk – 17%, flour – 17%, sugar – 10%) is introduced.
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				Explanations of Solidarity press secretary Janusz Onyszkiewicz: The TKK calls for workers to defend their standard of living by going on strike, depending on the local situation and at a time the TKZs deem most appropriate. However, despite interpretations to the contrary, this is not a call for a general strike.

				7

				In Wrocław – due to price increases – a group of 20 people, chanting slogans, marches with three banners from Śniadeckiego St. to City Hall.

				9

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” position is published, addressing the situation and directions of recon-struction of the Polish economy: […] Shortages in all markets characterise the current economic crisis, the disorganisation of cooperative links, and growing inflation and prices. The value of the Pol-ish zloty is falling, and so is trust in it, while foreign debt is increasing. Our products’ technical level and quality suffered a catastrophic decline […]. We have reached a break-even point of resource extrac-tion, especially regarding coal. The crisis also extends to Polish agriculture […]. You do not encounter such crises in modern industrial economies at the end of the twentieth century.

				In Wrocław, around 3:00 p.m., a demonstration of around 2,000 people marched from Sol-ny Square to the Main Square, also participated by sympathisers of Fighting Solidarity and the “Freedom and Peace” Movement. The protesters carry banners reading: “Precz z podwyżkami” (“Away with the Price Increases”), “Chcemy prawdziwej reformy” (“We Want a Real Reform”). MO officers stopped around a dozen people and later searched their homes.

				10

				Members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement attempted to present the USSR Consul General in Krakow with a letter to Mikhail Gorbachev: No disarmament treaty, not even the most daring, can ensure a balance between the USA and the USSR. That can only be achieved by a united and economi-cally resilient Europe, acting as a buffer between the two superpowers. Such a Europe is the goal of our movement.

				16

				In Wrocław, activists of “Freedom and Peace” and Solidarity organise a protest under the slogans “Uwolnić Petra Pospíchala” (“Free Petr Pospíchal”) and “Solidarność Polski i Czechosłowacji” (“Sol-idarity Between Poland and Czechoslovakia”). MO officers intervene, dispersing the 1,000-strong crowd and detaining 13 people – workers and university students.
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				17

				The government announces its “Tezy w sprawie II etapu reformy gospodarczej” (“Theses on the 2nd Phase of Economic Reform”). 

				22

				Pope John Paul II, during a general audience in the Vatican, expressed his satisfaction with the possibility of the Solidarity trade union being registered in Poland.

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban levels accusations during a press conference against, inter alia, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Bronisław Geremek of having contacts with U.S. intelligence agencies.

				24–25

				All around the country, the SB conducts preventative operations of several hundred searches and questionings before 1 May.

				26

				In Warsaw, at St Charles Borromeo Church on the 46th anniversary of the Katyń Forest Massacre, a solemn mass is celebrated for the Polish officers murdered by the NKVD.

				27

				On the anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster, banners are placed in three locations around Szczecin reading: “Zakłady Chemiczne Police – trują” (“The Police Chemical Plant Spread Poi-son”), “Nie chcemy Żarnowca – rok temu był Czarnobyl” (“We Don’t Want Żarnowiec – Chorno-byl Happened a Year Ago”), “Ta śmierć nie wybiera – Czarnobyl” (“This Death Doesn’t Discrimi-nate – Chornobyl”). Leaflets are also distributed.

				In Wrocław, around 20 people block traffic with a 25-metre banner reading “Czarnobyl” (“Chornobyl”) set across Grabiszyńska St. and later, Legnicka St. Leaflets are distributed under the banner reading: “Nie chcemy elektrowni jądrowych” (“We Don’t Want Nuclear Power Plants”), questioning the official statements regarding the Chornobyl disaster.

				28

				From the statement of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement on the 40th anniversary of launching the “Wisła” operation: The purpose of the operation conducted by units of the Polish People’s Army was to displace ethnic minorities from the south-eastern parts of Poland, who have been living there for generations […]. The operation was conducted by and in cooperation with the UB (Security Office) 
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				and KBW (Internal Security Corps) in a ruthless manner […]. We demand the implementation of the Ukrainians’ and Lemkos’ right to return to their ancestral lands and the return of property (fields, for-ests, buildings, etc.) seized from them by the State Treasury.

				In Hungary, Zsolt Keszthelyi was sentenced to 3 years for refusing military service for political reasons (the first such case in the country). The courtroom was closed to the public, including observers from Amnesty International. The court of second instance reduced the sentence to 2.5 years in prison. The so-called Keszthelyi Case received widespread attention in socialist coun-tries, including Poland.

				29–30

				Magdalena Sokołowska, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Bronisław Geremek, Henryk Samsonowicz and Klemens Szaniawski are questioned at the Military Prosecutor’s Office in Warsaw, with MSW rep-resentatives present, about the espionage case of a U.S. Embassy employee, Muller. The ques-tioning clearly shows that operational data collected by the MSW counterintelligence services is wrong. None of the persons questioned knew Muller.

				The Paris-based “Kultura” (“Culture”) Polish-language periodical publishes an interview with Col Ryszard Kukliński, who discloses the details of preparations to impose martial law in Decem-ber 1981 after escaping to the West.

				May

				1

				Before the May Day celebrations, the SB does some “house cleaning” – a week before it con-ducts around 537 warning talks with activists from Solidarity, Fighting Solidarity, the “Freedom and Peace” Movement, and the KPN. Despite this, independent protests are held in Gdańsk, Jastrzębie-Zdrój, Łódź, Szczecin, Warsaw and Wrocław. In most cases, they are nipped in the bud or dispersed very quickly by MO and ZOMO forces gathered at traditional starting locations for marches. After mass at St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, a crowd of 2,000 gathers but is quickly dispersed by MO officers. In Wrocław, the protest is brutally suppressed. The MO detains, inter alia, Władysław Frasyniuk, Józef Pinior, Eugeniusz Szumiejko and Marek Muszyński. Arrests in Poznań include Janusz Pałubiński. In total, the MO detains at least 150 people throughout the country.

				2

				In Warsaw, 19 people are put in front of Petty Offence Courts: 6 of them are pardoned, 1 case is adjourned, and 12 defendants receive fines between 15,000 and 81,000 zlotys and costs of 
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				proceedings – for participating in the 1 May protests. In Wrocław, seven people are fined 7,000 zlotys each; in Krakow – 31 people; in Sopot – 4 people are fined 50,000 zlotys each. 

				3

				In Krakow, around 1,000 people participate in the country’s biggest demonstration after mass at the Wawel Cathedral. MO forces disperse the protesters. The Niezależna Agencja Informacyjna (Independent Information Agency) writes about the Krakow events: A massive force of uniformed and out-of-uniform MO officers surrounded the Wawel Castle grounds […]. After mass, a march start-ed at the cathedral, with flying banners and singing. A large cordon of uniformed officers stood at the foot of the Wawel Hill, and from time to time, 30 to 40 people in civilian clothes would emerge from behind them and pull people carrying the banners from the march […].

				Demonstrations to commemorate the adoption of the 3 May Constitution are also held in Łódź (10 people were detained), Siedlce, Warsaw and Wrocław (40 people were detained).

				The Porozumienie Partii i Organizacji Niepodległościowych – PPiON (Independence Party and Organisation Agreement – PPiON) is created – as a forum for cooperation of independence groups: Polska Partia Niepodległościowa (Polish Independence Party), Organizacja Liberalnych Demokratów “Niepodległość” (“Independence” Liberal Democrat Organisation), Ruch Politycz-ny “Wyzwolenie” (“Liberation” Political Movement), Organizacja “Wolność–Sprawiedliwość–Niepodległość” (“Freedom–Justice–Independence” Organisation), Unia Demokratów “Baza” (“Baza” Democratic Union), and Grupa Polityczna “Samostanowienie” (“Self-Determination” Po-litical Group). The groups comprising the PPiON reject the idea of an agreement with the Com-munists, seeing it as a betrayal of the ideals of August ’80.

				6–7

				The PRL Sejm adopts an amendment to the PRL Constitution and introduces the institution of a referendum.

				7

				General Wojciech Jaruzelski and Cardinal Józef Glemp meet and discuss preparations for the third visit of Pope John Paul II to Poland.

				7–9

				In Warsaw, the Freedom and Peace Movement (WiP) organises an international seminar entitled “Pokój międzynarodowy i Porozumienie Helsińskie” (“International Peace and the Helsinki Agree-ment”). The conference is held at the Church of God’s Mercy at Żytnia St. It is participated by over 200 people from Poland and 60 from abroad – representatives of political and social organisations, peace movements from Belgium, Czechoslovakia (Jiři Vancura – representative of Charter 77), 
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				Denmark, Finland, France, Netherlands, Norway, West Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, USA, U.K. and Yugoslavia. The assembled people present mainly deliberate on the problems connected with ways of acting for peace, building trust, establishing agreements between societies, and links between peace, human rights and political democracy.

				10

				During a meeting of the Council of Seniors of the Solidarity Peasants’ Movement and the Nation-al Farmers’ Resistance Committee, discussions were held about the situation in Poland, especially the progressing political, social, and economic degradation of the country and society. It was deemed that the Good of Poland required the creation of an independent peasant movement act-ing for independence and sovereignty of the Motherland, with ideological assumptions which would take account of the aspirations of the entire society and would be supported by its decisive and active attitude.

				One day before the anniversary of NSZZ “Solidarity” RI, at St Stanislaus Kostka Church in War-saw, a mass is held and attended by the National Interim Solidarity Farmer Council. Beforehand, the SB detains some members of the Council, including its chair, Józef Ślisz.

				13

				The ILO International Labour Office Director General, Francis Blanchard, meets with Lech Wałęsa, Jacek Merkel and Bogdan Lis in Gdańsk.

				16–21

				Prof. Zbigniew Brzeziński from the International Affairs Institute of Harvard University (security advisor to POTUS Jimmy Carter) will visit Poland and meet, inter alia, Lech Wałęsa, Zbigniew Bu-jak, Bronisław Geremek, Wiktor Kulerski, Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Prof. Klemens Szaniawski. He will also meet with the editorial staff of “Tygodnik Powszechny” (“The Common Weekly”).

				18

				The “Freedom and Peace” Movement organises an environmental protest in Gorzów Wielkopol-ski. Banners are flown, reading: “Śmietnik atomowy pod Międzyrzeczem – nie!” (“No To the Nu-clear Landfill at Międzyrzecze!”), “Odpady radioaktywne to stałe zagrożenie” (“Nuclear Waste Is a Constant Threat”). Five people are detained for 48 hours.

				Czech authorities released Petr Pospíchal, who was arrested on 22 January 1987 and accused of distributing subversive literature and remaining in contact with Poland’s Solidarity. Poles, Hun-garians, Slovenians, and Czechs have all protested in Peter Pospíchal’s defence.
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				22–25

				U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy visits Poland. At the residence of John Davies, chargé d’affaires of the U.S. Embassy in Warsaw, he presents Zbigniew Bujak and Adam Michnik with the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award. The award ceremony is attended by members of the Solidarity TR and RKW Mazovia, representatives of the pre-August opposition, scientists, writers, journal-ists, actors, and friends. The senator is accompanied by an entourage of around a dozen mem-bers of the Kennedy clan, including Ethel – Robert F. Kennedy’s widow and her children.

				29–30

				Before a visit by John Paul II, the SB preventively detains opposition activists, including Stefan Bratkowski, Władysław Frasyniuk, Bronisław Geremek, Stanisław Handzlik, Adam Michnik, Grze-gorz Pałka and Janusz Pałubicki. The SB conducts warning talks and prohibits them from organis-ing protests during His Holiness’ visit to Poland. The SB also advises against a visit to Warsaw on 31 May of an illegal gathering of sympathisers and activists of the former Solidarity at the church.

				31

				A group of intellectuals and trade union activists gathered in Warsaw on an invitation from Lech Wałęsa and issued a statement before the third pilgrimage of John Paul II to Poland; they wrote, inter alia, Poles – as all other nations of the World – have the right to independence, […] to a life in democracy, liberty, respect of the law, […] to an independently shaped economic order. 

				The declaration is signed by: Janusz Beksiak, Jacek Bocheński, Stefan Bratkowski, Ryszard Bugaj, Zbigniew Bujak, Andrzej Celiński, Wiesław Chrzanowski, Paweł Czartoryski, Roman Duda, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Marek Edelman, Bronisław Geremek, Władysław Kunicki-Goldfinger, Aleksander Hall, Gabriel Janowski, Tadeusz Jedynak, Ryszard Kapuściński, Maja Komorowska, Krzysztof Kozłowski, Wojciech Lamentowicz, Andrzej Łapicki, Jacek Merkel, Adam Michnik, Jan Olszewski, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Edmund J. Osmańczyk, Joanna Pensonowa, Jerzy Puciata, Ryszard Reiff, Henryk Samsonowicz, Fr. Jacek Salij, Adam Stanowski, Andrzej Stelmachowski, Jan Strzelecki, Klemens Szaniawski, An-drzej Szczepkowski, Józef Ślisz, Krzysztof Śliwiński, Jerzy Turowicz, Lech Wałęsa, Andrzej Wielowieyski, Wiktor Woroszyl-ski, Janusz Ziółkowski, Tadeusz Zieliński, Juliusz Żuławski.

				June

				Issue No. 1 of the “Res Publica” monthly was officially published; until 1981, it was published out-side the censorship system; its editor-in-chief was Marcin Król.

				1

				In Krakow, a pro-environmental protest takes place, organised by the “Freedom and Peace” Movement in connection with the Chornobyl disaster.
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				On Children’s Day, the first public happening of the Pomarańczowa Alternatywa (Orange Alternative), a group connected with the local opposition, is organised in Wrocław under the slogan Krasnoludki w PRL-u (“Gnomes in the PRL”). ZOMO forces intervene. The leader of the group of artists is Waldemar “Major” Fydrych, who adopted the ironic title of Commandant of Festung Wrocław. The Orange Alternative’s actions – though most entertainers and many par-ticipants expressed anarchic views – were not ideological. No severe demands were made, and the slogans were more surrealist fun (e.g. “Vivat Sorbovit”, “Nie ma wolności bez krasnoludków” (“No Freedom Without Gnomes”) and often paraphrased Solidarity slogans. They laid bare the system’s absurdities through parody.

				6–7

				The European part of the Polish People’s Party (PSL) Congress-in-Exile meets in Brussels. Tadeusz Kolt, PSL Council President, chairs the meeting, which is attended by delegates from France, West Germany, and Belgium.

				8–14

				Pope John Paul II made his third pilgrimage to Poland. He visited Warsaw, Lublin, Krakow, Tarnów, Gdańsk, Gdynia, Szczecin, Łódź and Częstochowa. At the residence of the Gdańsk bishop, he received and blessed Lech Wałęsa and his family. Their face-to-face talk lasted 36 minutes. On the last day of the pilgrimage, in the morning, he visited the grave of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, who was murdered by SB officers.

				From the sermon delivered during mass at the Zaspa in Gdańsk: 

				In the history of Poland, the “Gdańsk Agreements” remain an expression of […] increasing awareness of the working class about the entire social and moral judgement on Polish lands. Their genesis stretches back to the tragic events of December 1970. And remains an uncompleted task! […] 

				Help carry each other’s burdens – this short sentence by one of the Apostles inspires human and social soli-darity. Solidarity means one and the other, and if there is a burden, it is a burden carried together, in a com-munity. So, it’s never one against the other. One group against another. And never a “burden” taken on by a person alone. Without the help of others. Fighting cannot prevail over solidarity. A programme of fighting cannot prevail over a programme of solidarity. Otherwise, the burden becomes too great. And the distribu-tion of these burdens increases disproportionally. It’s even worse when people say – first a fight, even mean-ing a class struggle, it’s very easy to leave others on the “social field” mainly as enemies, those who need defeating, those who need to be destroyed. Not as people with whom you need to seek compromise, with whom you need to come up with a way in which to carry those burdens. Help carry each other’s burdens.
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				From a speech delivered after a meeting with General Wojciech Jaruzelski at the Royal Castle in Warsaw: 

				If you want to maintain peace, remember the people. Remember their rights, which are inalienable because they are derived from every person’s humanity. Remember, amongst other things, their right to religious freedom, freedom of association, and freedom to express their own views.

				8

				In Lublin, the SB detains Józef Pinior, an activist of Wrocław’s Solidarity for several hours, as well as members of the Środkowo-Wschodni (Central-Eastern) Solidarity Region TR – Danuta Winiar-ska and Stanisław Węglarz. J. Pinior, a doctoral student at the Catholic University of Lublin (KUL), received an invitation from the school authorities to meet its scholars and students with the pope. The next day, the SB orders him to leave the city, which J. Pinior does not do.

				13

				The Komisja Interwencji i Praworządności (NSZZ “Solidarity” Intervention and Lawfulness Com-mission) reports that during John Paul II’s visit in Poland, by 13 June, MO and SB forces detained 166 people, 32 of whom were convicted by the Petty Offences Court (5 people to 3 months of unsuspended jail) and 15 people had their apartments searched.

				17

				Solidarity awards were given away to independent journalists for the year 1986. The laureates include Stefan Bratkowski, Andrzej Osęka, Leon Bójko, Ewa Berberyusz, Tomasz Łubieński, Bar-bara Łopieńska, Ewa Szumańska, Piotr Wierzbicki, Włodzimierz Kalicki, Jacek Żakowski, Andrzej Grajewski, Elżbieta Isakiewicz, Jarosław A. Szczepański and Aleksander Jerzy Wieczorkowski.

				24

				A meeting concerning the death penalty in the modern world is held at the Warsaw KIK head-quarters. Doc. Alicja Grześkowiak of the UMK in Toruń notes the complete lack of data on the number of death penalties carried out in Poland. Activists of the “Freedom and Peace” Move-ment from Bydgoszcz, Gdańsk, Poznań and Warsaw attend the meeting.

				28–30

				In Washington D.C., a part of the Polish People’s Party Congress-in-Exile conducts talks with del-egates from the U.S. and Canada. Witold Hatka, activist of the NSZZ “Solidarity” RI, chaired the meeting. The Komitet Pomocy Chłopom Polskim (Aid Committee for Polish Peasants) is created, and it is decided to re-launch the “Wieści” (“News”) quarterly. Its leadership includes Stanisław 
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				Bańczyk (President), Tadeusz Chciuk (aka Marek Celt) and Józef Rzemieniewski (Vice-presidents) and Hanna Chorążyna (Head secretary).

				July

				9

				After nine years, Czech, Slovak and Polish opposition activists again meet on the Polish–Czecho-slovakian border. The Polish side is represented by Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk, Zbig-niew Janas, Mirosław Jasiński, Tadeusz Jedynak, Jacek Kuroń, Jan Lityński, Adam Michnik, and Józef Pinior. The Czechs and Slovaks are represented by Rudolf Bereza, Rodolf Batek, Jiři Bien-stbier, Václav Havel, Tomaš Hradílek, Andr Krop, Petr Pospíchal, Jaroslav Šabata, Anna Šabatová, Jaromil Savdra, Petr Uhl and Josef Kochryzek.

				11

				Józef Czyrek, the Secretary of the KC PZPR, meets with representatives of several dozen KIK chap-ters from all over the country at the Warsaw headquarters of the Catholic Intelligentsia Club (KIK). During a several-hour meeting, they demand the restoration of trade union pluralism.

				15

				The Sejm adopts the Act on the Commissioner for Human Rights.

				23

				The Pomeranian District Military Court in Bydgoszcz sentences Piotr Różycki to 2.5 years of dep-rivation of liberty for continuous avoidance of military service.

				August

				1

				The Obywatelski Komitet Poszukiwań Mieszkańców Suwalszczyzny zaginionych w Lipcu 1945 (Citizens’ Committee for Searching for Suwałki Region Inhabitants Who Went Missing in July 1945) is created, in connection with discovering mass graves near the village of Giby.

				3

				The Krakowskie Towarzystwo Przemysłowe (Krakow Industrial Society) was created with Tadeusz Syryjczyk appointed its leader.
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				24

				Another meeting of international organisations supporting Solidarity takes place in London. Del-egations from 35 European Countries, the Americas, and Australia attend. In addition to calling for Solidarity to be able to operate openly, the meeting participants called on the USSR authori-ties to pardon the Kazakh university student sentenced to death for participating in December protests and withdraw their troops from Afghanistan.

				The Voivodeship Court in Szczecin rejects the motion to register the NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Adolf Warski Szczecin Shipyard. Similarly, the Voivodeship Court in Toruń rejects motions submit-ted by “Elana”, “Merionotex”, and “Geofizyk” workers.

				26

				The Founding Committee (11-person) of the NSZZ “Solidarity” at the “Polar” Company in Wrocław sends a motion to the Voivodeship Court to register the Trade Union. The motion is rejected.

				30

				After mass for the August Agreement at St Stanislaus Kostka Church in Warsaw, Warsaw theatre actors and actresses recite poems and sing patriotic songs. 

				From the sermon: The cause of the Nation is the cause of Solidarity. Just like we associate 1 September with the outbreak of World War II, so do we associate the end of August with worker protests in 1980 and the creation of the Free Trade Unions, which evolved and took on the name Solidarity.

				31

				Celebrations of the 7th anniversary of August ’80 are held in Gdańsk, Lubin, Warsaw, and Wrocław. 

				In Gdańsk, after mass at St Bridget’s Church, a crowd of 5,000 marched to the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970, where MO officers dispersed them. 

				In Wrocław, after celebrations at the “Polar” plant, MO officers arrest ten people, including Józef Pinior.

				September

				In the USSR, in the wake of the perestroika, the first “Memorial” groups are created, acting to pre-serve the memory of Stalinist terror (from January 1989, known as the “Memorial” Association).
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				1

				In Wrocław, during the International Day of Peace celebrations, the Freedom and Peace Move-ment organises an anti-war event. An “Appeal” is issued demanding the demilitarisation of the country.

				From the press conference of the government press secretary Jerzy Urban: Those who have for many years organised the trade union movement boycott, […] supported anti-Polish economic restrictions and today are tied to the anti-Communist crusade and are financed from foreign sources, have at this point nothing in common with the idea of the August Agreement. I want to state that the option to abandon these positions remains open.

				3

				In Krakow, the Krakow Industrial Association is created, bringing together economic liberals and selecting Mirosław Dzielski as its leader.

				4

				The Siedlce Voivodeship Court received a motion to register NSZZ “Solidarity” RI for the Siedlce Voivodeship.

				The Towarzystwo Gospodarcze (Economic Society), founded by Aleksander Paszyński, has its first meeting in Warsaw, initiating the discussion on the topic of economic reform of a liberal form. 

				9

				The funeral of Rev. Teofil Bogucki, monsignor at St Stanislaus Kostka parish, the spiritual father of the late Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko, occurred. The funeral is attended by Solidarity activists from around Poland, including Lech Wałęsa. All professional communities and groups are represented. The largest group is represented by metalworkers from the “Warszawa” Metalworks, healthcare professionals, farmers, actors and actresses, and writers.

				13–20

				In Bydgoszcz, at the Fr. Jesuits’ Church, 42 “Freedom and Peace” Members begin a hunger strike. The protesters demanded the release of Oskar Kasperek, sentenced to 2 years, and Piotr Różycki, sentenced to 2.5 years for refusing military service. During the protest, they were joined by 40 more people, and several – who could not join them – started a hunger protest at their homes. Another WiP member, Marek Redka from Zamość, is arrested during the hunger strike. The pro-testers also demanded the release of Zsolt Keszthely from Hungary and Peter Obsil from Czecho-slovakia, who refused military service.
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				15

				Statement of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council and the NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK concerning the refusal to register workplace Solidarity organisations: Our position is that the right of free associa-tion and trade union activity was guaranteed by the PRL government […] in the August Agreement and the PRL Constitution.

				18

				During a pilgrimage to the Jasna Góra Sanctuary, the SB detains three people at the Częstochowa railway station, with whom they find part of the print run of the one-time newspaper “Jesteśmy” (“Here We Are”) published mainly for the pilgrimage by the agreement of Solidarity structures in Warsaw. The detainees are fined 50,000 zlotys each by the Petty Offence Court. Krzysztof Wolf, who tries to run away during the arrest, is severely beaten at the precinct station. After he is charged with assaulting an MO officer, the district prosecutor in Częstochowa issues an arrest warrant and a 3-month sanction.

				20

				The 5th National Working People’s Pilgrimage arrives in Częstochowa. The number of participants is almost 50,000 people, including many Solidarity activists, with Lech Wałęsa amongst them. The homily is delivered by Katowice Bishop Damian Zimoń, who says inter alia, We have heard multiple assurances from the government that there are conditions to fully implement the aspirations of the working class within the existing trade union structures. While not questioning the goodwill behind these intentions, we cannot remain blind to the fact that millions of working people in Poland did not take advantage of this offer.

				Twenty-two members of the former NSZZ “Solidarity” KK issued a letter to Lech Wałęsa, ask-ing him to call a KK meeting in its composition of 1981. Wałęsa refuses the demand, justifying his decision by citing that some of the original KK members emigrated abroad.

				25

				The administrative authorities received an application to register a new journalist organisation that wants to name itself the Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich (The Association of Polish Journalists). The Founding Committee signed the application and comprised 58 people, includ-ing Stefan Bratkowski, Maciej Iłowiecki, Jerzy Surdykowski and Edmund Osmańczyk.

				26

				The Kurt Schumacher Foundation’s formal award ceremony is held in Frankfurt am Main. That year’s award is granted to NSZZ “Solidarity”. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, who receives the prize of 10,000 Deutsch marks on behalf of the Union.
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				27–30

				Vice President of the United States George Bush arrives in Poland for a 4-day visit. He meets with the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Józef Glemp, as well as Lech Wałęsa, Zbigniew Bujak, Adam Mich-nik, Władysław Frasyniuk, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Bronisław Geremek. He places flowers on the grave of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko. He also meets with representatives of the PRL government. In his speech, transmitted in the evening news service “Dziennik TV”, he said that he admired the Polish people for their struggle for citizens’ rights and supported their right to independent trade unions.

				30

				In Krakow, a protest is organised by four members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement (Radosław Huget, Dariusz Rupiński, Wojciech Jankowski, Andrzej Szulc) under the slogan of de-fending prisoners of conscience Oskar Kasperek, Piotr Różycki and Zsolt Keszthely.

				October

				The Akcja Studencka Solidarności Walczącej (Fighting Solidarity University Student Action), an academic underground structure, was created by inter alia, Eugeniusz Dedeszko-Wierciński, who publishes the “Kontra” bulletin.

				3

				In Warsaw, the Polish Independence Committee, created in September, issued a document – a Proclamation to the Nations of Eastern Europe – calling on them to strive towards shaking off the Communist yoke and winning back complete independence. The proclamation is sup-ported by various underground workplace Solidarity commissions from large industrial plants nationwide.

				4–5

				The International Congress of Farmer Trade Unions is held in Rome. It is participated by a delega-tion from Poland, comprised of 2 representatives of the Tymczasowa Krajowa Rada Rolników Solidarność (Solidarity Interim National Farmers’ Council) – E. Lipiec and Artur Balazs.

				9

				Solidarity spokesperson Janusz Onyszkiewicz met with the editorial staff of several independent periodicals. The discussion included the issue of one million dollars offered to NSZZ “Solidarity” by the U.S. Congress.
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				In Wrocław, a demonstration took place by 300–400 people demanding the reinstatement of employees of the “Polar” plant who were fired under disciplinary action. The protesters car-ried banners with slogans: “Żądamy przywrócenia do pracy Kowalskiego i Zadrożnego” (“We Demand Kowalski and Zadrożny to Be Reinstated”), “Prawo do odmowy służby wojskowej prawem człowieka” (“The Right to Refuse Military Service Is a Human Right”), “Żądamy legalizacji ‘Solidarności’” (“We Demand Solidarity to Be Legalised”). Eight people are detained.

				10

				Mieczysław F. Rakowski finishes work on the final version of his analysis entitled: “Uwagi dotyczące niektórych aspektów politycznej i gospodarczej sytuacji PRL w drugiej połowie lat osiemdziesiątych” (“Commentary on Certain Aspects of the Political and Economic Situation of the PRL in the Second Part of the 1980s”). He proposes a fundamental change in the PZPR’s role in the political system. The elites in power widely comment on the memorandum, which reaches the opposition.

				12

				Issue No. 1 of the new independent periodical “Horyzont” is published by Fighting Solidarity in Warsaw.

				The Sejm votes to hold a referendum on 29 November concerning continuing national and economic reform.

				18

				The Ruch Wolnych Demokratów (Free Democrats Movement) sends a letter to the PRL Sejm Praesidium concerning the creation of an institution under the name “Commissioner for Human Rights”: We would like to submit a motion to have candidates for the position of Commissioner named by the PRL Sejm Praesidium be made public either before or immediately after they are presented to the PRON Council of State […].

				21

				Lech Wałęsa, on behalf of Solidarity, calls for a boycott of the referendum: NSZZ “Solidarity” is responsible for the reconstruction of Polish public life following the principle of three pluralisms: eco-nomic, social, and political. […] How it was in the past and now cannot be the way of the future. Poles don’t have to be asked about that.
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				22

				In five towns in Greater Poland (Szamotuły, Wronki, Obrzycko, Lubasz and Oborniki Wlkp.) leaf-lets were handed out after mass by the Wielkopolski Komitet Oporu Rolników (Greater Poland Farmers’ Resistance Movement) and the Ruch “Wolność i Pokój” – Poznań (“Freedom and Peace” Movement – Poznań). In the leaflets, Poznań-based scientists: Doc. Dr Marian Lipiński of the Ag-ricultural Academy and Doc. Dr Kazimierz Stępczak of the UAM presents their arguments against building a nuclear power station in Klempicz.

				23–24

				During the PRL Sejm session, the referendum details are determined.

				25

				At a joint meeting of NSZZ “Solidarity” TKK and the NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim Council, the joint leadership of the Union is appointed, called the Krajowa Komisja Wykonawcza NSZZ “Solidarność” – KKW (NSZZ “Solidarity” National Executive Commission). The KKW is comprised of Chair – Lech Wałęsa, Members – Zbigniew Bujak (Mazovia Region), Jerzy Dłużniewski (Łódź Lands), Władysław Frasyniuk (Lower Silesia), Stefan Jurczak (Lesser Poland Region), Bogdan Lis (Gdańsk Region), Andrzej Milczanowski (Western Pomerania Region), Janusz Pałubicki (Greater Poland Region), Stanisław Węglarz (Central-Eastern Region). Representatives from the Śląsko--Dąbrowski and Toruń Region were announced later. Members of the KK Working Group are not part of the KKW. The KKW announces its position on the referendum: 

				A government that could prove it intends to build a Poland we all wish for will have our support. However, we must remember that currently, the country is ruled by the same crew that imposed martial law six years ago, choking out any societal aspirations. Back then, these people solemnly promised to implement eco-nomic reform and lead Poland out of the crisis. None of those promises were kept. Today, no one is taking the government’s word at face value. We need a system of actual political, social, and economic guarantees. Did those in power provide such guarantees when formulating the referendum questions? The answer is an unequivocal no. The questions are very general and do not present any concrete projects for economic reform […]. Therefore, the answer to “Should we take part in it?” should be a clear and resounding NO!

				The working group of the Solidarity Social Fund, appointed by Lech Wałęsa, is officially formed. Its financial basis is 1 million U.S. dollars – a gift from the U.S. Congress for Solidarity. The immediate goals are creating and officially registering the Solidarity Social Foundation and purchas-ing modern medical equipment abroad, including resuscitation ambulances. The working group of the Fund includes renowned MDs and community activists, members of NSZZ “Solidarity”: Marek Edelman, Zofia Kuratowska, Joanna Muszkowska-Penson, Alina Pienkowska, Andrzej Szczeklik, Krzysztof Wojtyłło and Krystyna Zachwatowicz-Wajda.
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				28

				The KPN District in Toruń was created during a meeting at Marila and Andrzej Wegner’s apart-ment. It is headed by Jacek Lewandowski (Słomski).

				November

				2

				In Wrocław, the SB abducts an associate of Fighting Solidarity, Dariusz Bogdan (in the past, he was arrested and beaten multiple times). After bringing him out into the forest, around 25 km from the city, the officers order him to dig a grave and, after some time, leave him there and then drive away.

				3

				In Gdańsk, Aleksander Hall and Atty. Jacek Taylor submitted documents to the WRN Internal Affairs Department necessary to register the Gdańsk Political Club bearing the name of Lech Bądkowski, writer and press secretary of the MKS during the strike at the Gdańsk Shipyard in 1980. The found-ing declaration is signed by Szczepan Baum, Ewa Górska, Grzegorz Grzelak, Aleksander Hall, Da-riusz Kobzdej, Arkadiusz Rybicki, Marian Terlecki, Donald Tusk and Andrzej Zarębski.

				6

				Forty-five members of the creative community, intellectuals, trade union members, political ac-tivists, and signatories of the Declaration of 31 May met in Warsaw on 31 May, on the invitation of Lech Wałęsa, to continue the discussion they started on 30 May. The debate concerns the influ-ence of transformations in the Eastern Bloc on the social situation in Poland, the economic and political crisis, and the role of Solidarity and other independent communities and institutions under ongoing changes.

				9

				Kornel Morawiecki, the Fighting Solidarity leader who has remained in hiding since 13 December 1981, and SW activist Hanna Łukowska-Karniej are arrested in Wrocław on charges of smuggling items that could be used for terrorist activity. K. Morawiecki is transported by helicopter to War-saw and placed at the Central Jail at Rakowiecka St. In subsequent days, in Wrocław and a few other Polish cities, leaflet actions and demonstrations will be held, demanding the release of K. Morawiecki and other political prisoners. Andrzej Kołodziej takes over as SW chair.

				The Voivodeship Office in Gdańsk refuses to register the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW because its actions aim to cause public unrest. 
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				10

				In Warsaw, at St Clement’s Church, the first meeting of representatives of Solidarity founding committees, worker self-governments and the Mazovia Region Working People’s Ministry since martial law was imposed takes place, organised by the Warsaw Archdiocese. The declaration adopted by the 300 or so attendees reads, inter alia, There is but one rule which will enable the reconstruction of Polish public life: the rule of pluralism. The demand for the right to economic, social, and political pluralism defines the country’s action programme. Restoring trade union pluralism and restoring the right of NSZZ “Solidarity” to act legally is the condition for the empowerment of worker crews and the success of the reform.

				11

				On the 69th anniversary of Poland regaining its independence, demonstrations are held in many Polish cities (e.g. Białystok, Gdańsk, Katowice, Lublin, Olkusz, Toruń and Warsaw), organised by the NZS, KPN, FMW, and NRR. Many people are detained.

				The Polish American Congress, Freedom for Poland, and “Pomost” organised a demonstra-tion before the PRL Consulate General in Chicago. The protesters demanded the release of Kor-nel Morawiecki and other political prisoners.

				14–15

				The Solidarity Independent Peasant Movement is formed in Rzeszów during a meeting of 80 ac-tivists from the independent peasant and trade union movement from three Polish regions. The attendees issue a negative assessment of the reform drafts proposed by the PRL government, which are to be preceded by a referendum.

				15

				The Founding Convention of the Polish Socialist Party is held in Warsaw. The meeting is inter-rupted by the appearance of a dozen or so SB officers. All attendees have their personal data recorded, and Andrzej Malanowski, Grzegorz Ilka, Piotr Ikonowicz and Jerzy Jackl are transported to the Warsaw MO Headquarters, and their apartments are searched. Afterwards, the second round of the Convention takes place in one of Warsaw’s coffee shops. The Founding Declaration is signed by 37 people, including Władysław Goldfinger-Kunicki, Aleksander Krystosiak, Jan Józef Lipski, Agata Michałek, Marek Nowicki, Jacek Pawłowicz and Józef Pinior.

				Jan Andrzej Górny, chair of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski RKW until the summer of 1985, is admitted to the KKW. A decision is made to create an office to function as a permanent secretariat of the KKW, headquartered in Gdańsk and having a branch office in Warsaw.
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				19

				Jan Andrzej Górny was arrested in Gliwice on charges of using someone else’s identity card and avoiding alimony payments. 

				The PRL Sejm creates the office of Commissioner for Civil Rights – Prof. Ewa Łętowska is ap-pointed to the position. She will start work on 1 January 1988.

				22

				Round three of the PPS Founding Convention takes place at the apartment of Professor Jan Kielanowski. Its leadership is selected: Chair – Jan Józef Lipski; Deputy Chairs – Władysław Gold-finger-Kunicki, Józef Pinior; Secretary – Andrzej Malanowski; Praesidium Members – Piotr Ikono-wicz, Andrzej Kowalski, Aleksander Krystosiak and Marek Nowicki.

				24–29

				On the days before the referendum, street demonstrations occur in many Polish cities. On 24/25 and 27 November in Wrocław, in addition to calling for a boycott of the vote, the protesters de-mand the release of Kornel Morawiecki and Hanna Łukowska-Karniej. MO officers detain around 150 people within these three days, including Solidarity leaders – Władysław Frasyniuk and Józef Pinior. In Lublin, demonstrations take place on 20 and 27 November.

				Various related events are held in Warsaw, including on Marszałkowska St. and in the Wola, Grochów and Saska Kępa districts.

				28

				The first broadcast of Radio Solidarity in Przemyśl is aired; it includes a KKW call to boycott the referendum.

				In Wrocław, the day before the referendum, the streets are filled with ZOMO forces, SB patrols in civilian vehicles with operational licence plates, and on-foot patrols in workplaces and courtyards. 2-officer MO patrol pairs are posted in front of polling stations to prepare for the referendum (from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.). Similar security preparations are done in many other Polish cities.

				29

				A referendum is held (the second one in PRL history) concerning the pace and scope of economic and political reforms. The government asked two questions of the nation:
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				1.	Are you for full implementation of the radical economic reform presented to the Sejm, which aims to markedly improve society’s living standard, knowing that it will require enduring a difficult two to three years of fast-paced changes? 

				2.	Do you support the Polish model of an in-depth democratisation of political life aimed at reinforcing self-governance, expanding citizens’ rights, and increasing its participation in managing the country?

				According to official data, voter turnout was 67.3% – the lowest in PRL history. 66.04% of vot-ers answered yes to the first question, and 69.03% to the second. The government decided that the results would be binding if more than half of eligible voters supported one of the solutions. Considering the voter turnout, the referendum was not binding and turned out to be a failure of the party and government leadership.

				Around 400 KPN activists and sympathisers protested in Krakow.

				In Gdańsk, around 2,000 people protest after mass at St Bridget’s Church.

				December

				3

				In Wrocław, the open Solidarność Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia Solidarity) RKW is formed, with Władysław Frasyniuk as its chair.

				5

				In connection with the referendum, the Solidarity KKW issues a statement in which it notes the inevitability of the changes in public life, especially the need to revoke the special legislative mode introduced after 13 December 1981, which sanctions unlimited use of violence, the legali-sation of a civic society, where subjective human rights are respected, especially the freedom to form and register associations; restoration of trade union pluralism and legal Solidarity activities. The statement reads, inter alia, The course and results of the referendum prove that Polish society has a chance to emerge from the state of apathy and feeling of hopelessness it was put into by martial law. The KKW presents the government with a proposition of an “anti-crisis pact”. In February 1988, the PRON monthly “Konfrontacje” (“Confrontations”) published a renewal of the offer by Bronisław Geremek.

				7–10

				POTUS Ronald Reagan and CPSU (Communist Party of the Soviet Union) Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev met in Washington, D.C. They entered a pact to remove medium and short-range missiles from Europe.
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				8

				From a statement of the government press secretary Jerzy Urban: Many Western journalists often ask me: why does no one in the Polish government phone Wałęsa to have him be a part of the national agreement? And they recall a particularly famous phone call from Moscow to the town of Gorki. Firstly, what is the sense of talking to someone who says one thing one day and something completely differ-ent on the next, neither of which makes much sense? Secondly, Wałęsa noted […] that as long as the government even speaks of the word socialism, e.g. socialist pluralism, socialist economy, socialist law, I quote, “we have nothing to talk about”. It’s a heartfelt and crucial political declaration that precludes any chance at a conversation.

				10

				Zofia and Zbigniew Romaszewski, activists of the KSS “KOR”, the Solidarity Intervention Com-mission and creators of the underground Radio Solidarity, receive a 100,000 USD prize for their contribution to the fight for respecting human rights. The award is granted by a California-based foundation connected with Stanford University on the 39th anniversary of signing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

				To celebrate International Human Rights Day, the Warsaw-based NZS Union organised a 50-person protest in front of the Attorney General’s office demanding the release of political prisoners. MO officers did not intervene.

				13

				On the 6th anniversary of martial law being imposed, Sunday mass at St Bridget’s Church in Gdańsk is attended by around 6,000 people. Afterwards, Lech Wałęsa and Bogdan Lis address the assembled crowd. Around 1,000 people participating in a march are dispersed by ZOMO officers.

				MO officers attack a protest in Nowa Huta.

				Historian Jerzy Holzer writes an open letter to Wojciech Jaruzelski and Lech Wałęsa, where we can read, inter alia, It is high time to make a final attempt, to have a representative of those in power and those who symbolise concern for the plight of the working class for several, or even over a dozen million Poles, meet without any preliminary conditions but armed with a lot of goodwill. The letter is published by “Polityka” (“Politics”) and “Tygodnik Powszechny” (“The Common Weekly”).

				13–27

				In Warsaw, at Roland Kruk’s apartment, 11 members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement start a protest hunger strike. Around 120 people in around a dozen cities in Europe protested, as part 
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				of a broader action organised by the European Radical Party, against imprisoning people who refuse military service.

				15

				In Warsaw, around 3:00 p.m., on the “Cepelia” neon right in the city centre, two members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement – Robert Naklicki and Krzysztof Jurski – hang an enormous banner reading: “Uwolnić więźniów politycznych. Nie ma rakiet – są więźniowie” (“Free all politi-cal prisoners. There are no rockets, only prisoners”) and throw leaflets from the roof, informing about the started hunger strike and the sense of the “Movement’s” operations. They are both detained, but by 6:00 P.M., they are already released.

				16

				On the 6th anniversary of ZOMO forces killing of 9 miners at the “Wujek” Coalmine, around 2,000 people gather at the cross near the wall of the mine after mass at the nearby church. MO officers prevent them from forming a march.

				In Gdańsk, at the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970, Lech Wałęsa addressed a crowd of around 1,000 people.

				Similar protests are held in Wrocław and Krakow.

				21

				In Szczecin, a few minutes after 2:00 P.M., four members of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement: Marek Adamkiewicz, Robert Naklicki, Maciej Dymny, Paweł Woźniak (brother of the imprisoned Wojciech Woźniak) go up on the roof of the “Kosmos” cinema, where they hang three banners: “Odmowa służby wojskowej prawem człowieka – uchwała ONZ, marzec 1987” (“Refusal of Mili-tary Service Is a Human Right – UN Resolution March 1987”), “Wolność i Pokój” (“Freedom and Peace”), “Znów mamy w Polsce więźniów sumienia” (“In Poland We Again Have Prisoners of Con-science”). MO officers intervene.

				30

				The Council of State publishes a draft of amendments to the voting system for national councils, which includes one important proposal: to remove preference for candidates on the first place of the lists. A vote without cross-outs will not be valid.

				In 1987, 1,270 strikes were conducted, in which almost 200,000 people participated.

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1988

				January

				The government announced drastic price increases beginning on 1 February.

				In Gdańsk, Issue No.1 of “Żołnierz Solidarny” (“Solidarity Soldier”), the periodical of Fighting Solidarity directed at military personnel is published.

				1

				Radio Free Europe and other foreign stations are no longer jammed.

				7

				The “Niezawisłość” (“Independence”) Political Group is created in Warsaw with a programme of independence-oriented actions. The “Niezawisłość” periodical becomes its official publication.

				Protests are held in Wrocław and Gorzów Wielkopolski to free conscripts imprisoned for re-fusing military service.

				12

				The Supreme Court dismissed the appeals of the founding committees of Solidarity, the Wrocław-based company “Dolmel”, and the “Bełchatów” Brown Coalmine regarding the deci-sions of Voivodeship Courts refusing their registration applications.

				Lech Wałęsa signs a foundation act of the Fundacja Społeczna Solidarności Robotniczej (“Workers Solidarity Social Foundation”). The Foundation was created thanks to the 1 million dollars provided by the U.S. Congress; its purpose was to initiate new forms of healthcare outside the national system.

				In the memorial intended for the Council of State, “Uwagi i postulaty do ‘Założeń zmian w or-dynacji wyborczej do rad narodowych’” (“Notes and Demands to the Assumptions of Changes in the Voting System for National Councils”), 25 professors and docents of Wrocław tertiary schools demanded: 
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				–	the right to submit candidates by citizens not being members of mass organisations, 

				–	abolish electoral colleges and instead have candidates report directly to election commissions, which should include representatives of the groups submitting the candidates.

				In connection with the catastrophic technical condition of the university library building, the NZS and academic circles at the University of Warsaw organised an event calling for immediate action to protect UW Library books against destruction. Around 2,000 students and employees signed the petition, and 160,000 zlotys were collected.

				At the Warsaw residence of the West Germany ambassador, West Germany’s Minister of For-eign Affairs Hans-Dietrich Genscher meets with Lech Wałęsa, who Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Janusz Onyszkiewicz accompany. Lech Wałęsa declares that the inviolability of the border on the Oder (Odra) and Neisse (Nysa) Rivers is a matter that unites all Poles regard-less of the rifts between them on other issues and expresses hope that the upcoming 50th an-niversary of the outbreak of World War II will be an opportunity to erase past documents like the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact. After the meeting, H.-D. Genscher publicly stated that Solidarity changed Poland.

				The “Wola” Working People’s Ministry at Karolkowa St. in Warsaw organises a discussion on worker self-governance. Attendees include several hundred representatives of companies from Warsaw and the voivodeship, regional Solidarity activists including members of RKW Mazovia, guests from the French CFDT trade union central, and for a short time, Lech Wałęsa.

				13

				Another Orange Alternative event, part of the “Studiujmy weselej” (“Let’s study more happily”) cycle, occurred at the Warsaw University courtyard. The youths manifested their support for the cuneiform script to oppose the Gang of University Troublemakers, who dared to defend the bourgeoise relic, the university library.

				17

				Elie Wiesel, Betty Williams-Parkins, Mairead Corrigan Maguire – laureates of the Nobel Peace Prize, Herbert Braun – Nobel laureate in chemistry, and David Dove – Nobel laureate in medicine, visit Poland to celebrate the memory of the victims of KL Auschwitz alongside Lech Wałęsa right before the upcoming anniversary of the camp liberation (27 January 1945).

				18

				The Polish–Hungarian Solidarity was founded in Warsaw, with Wojciech Maziarski as its spokesperson.
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				19

				The Commissioner for Human Rights receives an application from six residents of Świnoujście and four residents from Szczecin to bring a case to the Tribunal of State and the Constitutional Tribunal concerning the constitutional liability of all members of the Council of State (indicated by name) for delaying the issuance of an executive provision on the final date from which other trade union organisations than those already present can commence operations at a workplace.

				21

				From the statement of the Solidarity KKW: The PRL government once again announced price in-creases for necessities, decreasing real wages and reducing the income of employees and retirees. Pre-vious experiences teach us that such a policy will reinforce volatile price increases and wage pressure. The social ramifications will be catastrophic: spiralling inflation, uncertainty about the future, increas-ing discouragement, and feelings of hopelessness.

				24

				In Gdańsk, Lech Wałęsa and Bogdan Lis meet with representatives of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KK Work Group – Grażyna Wendt, Grzegorz Palka, and Grzegorzem Durski – associate members of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KK from 1981. Representatives of the KK GR express doubts regarding the identity and future of NSZZ “Solidarity” resulting from the fact and way of creating the KKW. 

				24–25

				During the night, SB forces arrest Andrzej Kołodziej, who became the head of Fighting Solidarity after the arrest of Kornel Morawiecki.

				26

				The Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko Solidarity Independent Social Movement was created in Warsaw. The movement’s initiators developed a framework action plan and selected the Solidarity NRS In-terim Council.

				28

				An informal group of advisors to the First Secretary of the KC PZPR, W. Jaruzelski, composed of Stanisław Ciosek, Jerzy Urban, and head of the intelligence service, General Władysław Pożoga, developed a report claiming, inter alia, that the only chance is if the Comrade General takes charge of the increasing social dissatisfaction and makes a dramatic turn with a few words and a lot of doing. The advisors suggest that the government headed by Zbigniew Messner be dismissed.
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				30

				In Gdańsk, after Mass in St Mary’s Church, celebrated by the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Józef Glemp, and attended by Lech Wałęsa, a march of 4,000 people formed and headed for the PZPR Voivodeship Committee, carrying Solidarity banners. The banners bore slogans such as: “Solidarność żyje” (“Solidarity Lives”), “Jutro będzie strajk” (“Tomorrow We Will Strike”), and “Rząd się wyżywi, a co będzie z nami?” (“The Government Will Feed Itself, But What About Us?”).

				February

				1

				The PRL government introduces price increases, the most severe since 1982; officially, it is just a “price-income operation” (increases included: foodstuffs – an average of 40%, postal fees – 50%, spirits – 46%, tobacco products – 40%, rent – 50%, petrol – 60%).

				During the first shift, a rally was held at the ZM “Ursus” Works. The workers demanded a wage increase of 12,000 zlotys or a higher-price allowance of 6,000 zlotys per family member.

				Between 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. at the “Bełchatów” Brown Coalmine, 3,000 Repair Shop workers stopped working and turned off the machines. Members of the Strike Committee start-ed collecting signatures on petitions to the workplace management, demanding wage increases of 12,000 zlotys to offset price increases.

				From the letter of intellectuals to the Marshal of the PRL Sejm: 

				Poles feel an increasingly more significant shortage of practical solutions reflecting high societal diversity. The creation and operations of other associations, institutions, workplaces, publishing houses, and move-ments depend only on pre-determined standards rather than ad hoc administrative policies and current government feelings. Therefore, we call upon those in power to respect the will of any group of people who wish to organise for purposes that are not against the law.

				Signed by: Leszek Balcerowicz, Prof. Jan Białostocki, Ryszard Bugaj, Andrzej Drawicz, Prof. Wacław Gajewski, Maciej Iłowiecki, Prof. Włodzimierz Kolos, Prof. Stefan Kieniewicz, Prof. Maria Janion, Prof. Władysław Kunicki-Goldfinger, Prof. Zdzisław Libera, Prof. Tadeusz Łepkowski, Prof. Jerzy Łoś, Artur Międzyrzecki, Aleksander Paszyński, Stanisław Remusz-ko, Prof. Henryk Samsonowicz, Prof. Andrzej Schinzel, Prof. Barbara Skarga, Prof. Józef Smak, Prof. Magda Sokołowska, Prof. Jerzy Stembrowicz, Jan Józef Szczepański, Prof. Wacław Szubert, Prof. Andrzej Wróblewski, Prof. Andrzej Zahorski, Prof. Janusz Ziółkowski, Juliusz Żuławski.
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				1–2

				Warning talks are conducted with KKW members. Some people receive a call to appear; some are taken from their homes. Those instructed that they are performing illegal activities include Bronisław Geremek, Jacek Kuroń, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Tadeusz Mazowiecki.

				2

				During yet another visit to Poland, U.S. diplomat John Whitehead has a second meeting with the leader of Solidarity, Lech Wałęsa, as well as Zbigniew Bujak, Andrzej Celiński, Bronisław Geremek, Jacek Kuroń, Bogdan Lis and Tadeusz Mazowiecki. John Whitehead emphasises the positive at-titude Solidarity exhibits towards economic reform in Poland but points out that the effective-ness of reform intentions is closely connected with the government respecting the aspirations of Polish society, such as trade union freedoms, freedom of association and freedom to express one’s opinions.

				6

				The national meeting of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement takes place in Warsaw, and around 60 representatives and sympathisers participate. The speakers include Halina Bortnowska, Jan Józef Lipski and Wojciech Giełżyński. The assembled participants specify the Movement’s posi-tion in connection with the announcement made by Jerzy Urban that substitute service for those unable to perform military service will be twice as long. After a lengthy discussion, they did not object to the principle that substitute service should be longer. However, they disagreed that it should be twice as long. It was also agreed that to be sent for substitute service, all one must submit is a relevant declaration without stating any reasons. Local administrative bodies should organise substitute service, not the military administration. It should follow labour law with at least minimum wages for a given industry. At the same time, they announced a demand for shorter military service, as is the case in democratic countries.

				9

				The court receives applications for registration from: Komitet Założycielski NSZZ “Solidarność” FSO (NSZZ “Solidarity” FSO Founding Committee) and the Komitet Założycielski NSZZ “Solidarność” szczecińskiej filii Zespołu Elektrowni “Dolna Odra” (NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee of the Szcecin Branch of the “Dolna Odra” Power Station Complex). 

				10

				The Sejm adopts the programme for the 2nd phase of economic reforms.
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				13

				Around 100 people discuss wages and price increases at St Joseph’s Church in Warsaw. Tomasz Stankiewicz, Jerzy Eysymont and Maciej Jankowski attended the meeting.

				17

				Krakow – On the 7th anniversary of the NSZ registration, 1,500 university students protested in the streets to have the organisation re-registered.

				At Warsaw University’s courtyard, the NZS started collecting signatures for an open letter to the Minister of Education demanding the restoration of the pluralism of student organisations, including re-registration of the NZS, which was dissolved during martial law.

				19–20

				MO officers detain many leading activists of NSZZ “Solidarity”, trying to prevent the KKW meet-ing in Gdańsk. Janusz Onyszkiewicz and Bogdan Lis are arrested in front of Lech Wałęsa’s house. Zbigniew Bujak and Antoni Tokarczuk are detained at the Gdańsk railway station. Władysław Frasyniuk is taken from his home. In Lublin, they detain Janusz Stępniak – an Individual Farmers’ Solidarity activist. In Krakow, they detain Stefan Jurczak from the Solidarity Małopolska (Lesser Poland) Region, in Łęczna – Stanisław Węglarz. The purpose of the meeting was supposed to be to discuss the current situation in the country and define the position of the Union towards government reform plans.

				20

				Lech Wałęsa appoints an arbitration group to examine conflicts within Solidarity regional struc-tures and reconcile the conflicted parties. The group includes: Bronisław Geremek, Bogdan Lis, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Antoni Stawikowski and Andrzej Stelmachowski.

				Anniversary celebrations of the signing of the Rzeszów–Ustrzyki Agreement are held in Rzeszów; Tymczasowa Krajowa Rada Rolników Solidarność (Solidarity Interim Farmers’ Council) deliberated for two days with the participation of over 300 activists from various regions. The council adopts, inter alia, a position on the increases, indicating the falling profitability of peas-ant-run farms after the last price regulations, and demands facilitations for farmers wishing to organise companies, cooperatives, and associations to counter the results of the increases. The assembled protested against the Retirement Act.
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				24–25

				The 225th Polish Bishop’s Conference meets. In the “Announcement” made after the conference, the bishops state, amongst other things, that extensive reforms are necessary to empower society by enabling the creation of independent social associations and worker representatives.

				26

				The open Solidarity RKW of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region is created. Henryk Sienkiewicz be-comes the chair of the RKW, Michał Luty, the first deputy chair, and Kazimierz Świtoń – the sec-ond deputy chair. The assembly supports the wage demands of healthcare workers and the mo-tion to the Commissioner for Human Rights to restore trade union pluralism.

				29

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW issues the “Appeal to the International Public” where it addresses in-ternational human rights protection organisations, free trade unions, and all people of goodwill to aid in the release of 11 political prisoners and 11 prisoners of conscience convicted for refus-ing military service or refusing to take the military oath. Their complete list was provided: Jan Andrzej Górny – Katowice, Adam Hodysz – Gdańsk, Hanna Łukowska-Karniej – Wrocław, Andrzej Kołodziej – Gdańsk, Kazimierz Krauze – Krakow, Kornel Morawiecki – Wrocław, Gabriel Plaminiak – Wrocław, Andrzej Marek Supiński – Katowice, Bogusław Szybalski – Elbląg, Krzysztof Szymański – Gdańsk, Krzysztof Wolf – Warsaw, Mariusz Bajda – Szczecin, Piotr Bednarz – Gdynia, Jacek Borcz – Kołobrzeg, Sławomir Dutkiewicz – Bydgoszcz, Krzysztof Gotowicki – Gdynia, Oskar Kasperek – Katowice, Leszek Klepacki – Krakow, Piotr Różycki – Bydgoszcz, Kazimierz Sokołowski – Gorzów Wielkopolski, Wojciech Woźniak – Szczecin, Piotr Zdrzynicki – Łódź.

				A strike lasted several hours in the Wrocław Rolling Stock Repair Shop. 65% of the crew par-ticipated, demanding a fair split of bonuses, fair wages, and the creation of a self-government.

				March

				1

				The Orange Alternative Movement prepared a happening for “International Spy Day”. Its contest-ants are dressed in trench coats, fedoras, and sunglasses, and they wear appropriate badges in their lapels (SB, KGB, CIA, etc.) to check people’s identities.

				Rationing of chocolate products is abolished.
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				2

				The Radio Free Europe correspondent to Washington D.C., Jacek Kalabiński, obtains access to a confidential report prepared by the International Financial Corporation (IFC) in Washington D.C. The report includes an analysis of the PRL’s economic situation. The chances of the reforms announced by the government are assessed pessimistically. The IFC does not believe there is political will to conduct the reforms and assesses progress made very negatively. The report en-visages that during 1988, the current deficit and debt will increase and that the PRL government will not receive loans from the IMF or the World Bank.

				3

				Through the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”, the Committee of Independent Culture announces a list of laureates of the Solidarity Cultural Awards for 1987: Jerzy Bereś – for his sculptures; Maciej Bie-niasz – for his paintings and drawings; Jacek Bocheński – for his book “Stan po zapaści” (“The Country After Collapse”) (NOWA Publishing House); Waldemar “Major” Fydrych, founder of the Orange Alternative Movement – for the arrangement of happenings; Henryk Mikołaj Górecki – for the a cappella choir song “Miserere”; Marek Grzesiński – for staging operas at the Grand Theatre in Warsaw: “Master and Margarita” directed by Rainer Kunad based on a book by Mikhail Bulha-kov and “Bramy raju” (“Gates to Paradise”) directed by Joanna Bruzdowicz based on the book by Jerzy Andrzejewski; Julia Hartwig – for a tome of poetry “Obcowanie” (“Communion”) (Czytelnik Publishing House); Alina Kowalczykowa – for her book “Warszawa romantyczna” (“Romantic Warsaw”) (PIW Publishing House); Waldemar Krzystek – for his debut movie “W zawieszeniu” (“In Suspension”); Zygmunt Kubiak – for translating and elaboration of the “Aeneid” by Virgil (PIW Publishing House); Maria Turlejska (alias Łukasz Socha) – for the book “Te pokolenia żałobami czarne… Skazani na śmierć i ich sędziowie 1944–1954” (“The generations in black mourning… Those Sentenced to Death and their Judges 1944–1954”) (the Biblioteka Kwartalnika Politycz-nego Krytyka, NOWA Publishing House); Jan Józef Szczepański – for his book “Kadencja” (“Term”) (the Oficyna Literacka Publishing House); Wisława Szymborska – for a tome of poetry “Ludzie na moście” (“People on the Bridge”) (Czytelnik Publishing House); Jacek Krzysztof Zieliński – for his graphic works.

				4

				The Catholic University in Lublin (KUL) selects an 18-person NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Commit-tee. The university’s 200 employees support the registration application.

				6

				On the initiative of the open ZR Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands) Praesidium, an underground NSZZ “Solidarity” Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands) Regional Commission is created, headed by Andrzej Słowik.
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				8

				On the anniversary of March ’68, the NZS organised student protests in Krakow, Warsaw and Lu-blin, which MO officers attacked. During an Orange Alternative happening organised in Wrocław on Women’s Day (the participants give away personal hygiene items to women for free under the slogan (“No to Pershing missiles, Yes to Sanitary Pads”), the originator of the Movement, Walde-mar “Major” Fydrych, is arrested. Forty leading intellectuals sign a letter in his defence. Wrocław is covered with slogans: “Free the Major” and “Major in the Tower” with an image of a crying gnome.

				In Białystok, many buildings are adorned with banners: “March 1968 – We Remember – RESISTANCE”.

				9

				In Warsaw, the Austrian Vice-Chancellor and Minister of Foreign Affairs Alois Mock receives Lech Wałęsa for dinner, accompanied by Bronisław Geremek, Bogdan Lis, Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Janusz Onyszkiewicz. They discuss the possibility of Solidarity cooperation with Austrian Chris-tian trade unions. Lech Wałęsa thanks Austria for its past aid to Polish agriculture.

				At Bronisław Geremek’s apartment, Representatives of Solidarity meet with Marcelino Oreja, Secretary General of the Council of Europe. Oreja arrives in Poland on an official visit, i.e. in con-nection with General Jaruzelski’s proposal to expand the Council with representatives of Com-munist countries. During his talks with Solidarity, he notes that the Council of Europe only allows democratic countries and cannot accept W. Jaruzelski’s proposition.

				10

				In Gliwice, MO officers dispersed a several hundred-strong group of youths who had arrived at the Holy Cross Church to participate in a mass commemorating the events of March ’68.

				13

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” National Executive Commission meets. Due to emerging disagree-ments, the KKW publishes its current composition: Lech Wałęsa – chair, Zbigniew Bujak, Jerzy Dłużniewski, Władysław Frasyniuk, Stefan Jurczak, Bogdan Lis, Andrzej Milczanowski, Janusz Pałubicki, Antoni Stawikowski, Antoni Tokarczuk and Stanisław Węglarz. They discuss organisa-tional matters. 7 April (World Health Day) is declared a National Day of Protest by health workers against the neglect and poor working conditions of all those entrusted with caring for the sick.
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				16

				Australian trade union activists block the PRL consulate in Sydney. The event is held in protest against the PRL not issuing passports to Lech Wałęsa, Władysław Frasyniuk, Bogdan Lis and Bronisław Geremek for a visit to Melbourne, where on 14–19 March, they were supposed to take part in the World Congress of the International Trade Union Confederation – the largest non-Communist trade union central in the world.

				19

				In Warsaw, SB and City Hall officers walked into a meeting of healthcare workers. They claimed the meeting was illegal and removed the attendees. Participants included Alina Pienkowska from Gdańsk, Doc. Zofia Kuratowska from Warsaw, Prof. Zbigniew Chwal from Krakow, Krzysztof Wojtyłło from Wrocław and Krystyna Sienkiewicz from Toruń.

				22

				The Supreme Court dismisses the motion of the MPK NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee in Lublin to revise the decision on refusing its registration. The Supreme Court announced the same choices for other founding committees: the Krakow Medical University (7 April 1988) and Wrocław ZNTK (12 April 1988).

				25

				A panel of the “Dziekania” Political Thought Club entitled “Polskie perspektywy” (“Polish Per-spectives”) is held at the Roma Theatre in Warsaw; the panellists are Aleksander Hall, Mirosław Dzielski, Przemysław Hniedziewicz and Prof. Stanisław Stomma. The club was created in 1984 as an extension of the Political Thought Commission with the Primate’s Social Council. During discussions at the Club, a belief was expressed of the need for dialogue with the government without renouncing Christian identity. 

				The MON Military Council introduces changes to the military oath, officers’ oath, and military high school student oath.

				31

				Supporters of Fighting Solidarity and NZS distribute a proclamation “Wolność dla Afganistanu” (“Freedom for Afghanistan”).
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				April

				1

				In defence of Kornel Morawiecki, 105 U.S. House of Representatives members sent a letter to General Wojciech Jaruzelski. They point out that in his activities, K. Morawiecki took advantage of the civil liberties granted to him, which were guaranteed by international agreements to which the PRL is a signatory. These same House representatives, finding that the motives for his impris-onment were political, warn that this may cause Polish–U.S. relations to deteriorate.

				2

				In Białystok, before the 1st league football match between Jagiellonia and Lech Poznań, attended by 25,000 fans, the Białostocka Grupa Oporu (Białystok Resistance Group) places signs behind the stands, reading: “Solidarność żyje” (“Solidarity Lives”), “Podwyżki stop” (“Stop the Price In-creases”), “Komuniści tylko w Azji” (“Keep the Communists in Asia”).

				7

				The Court in Gdańsk receives an indictment against Kornel Morawiecki, Andrzej Kołodziej and Krzysztof Szymański. They are accused of avoiding customs duty (alleged smuggling of equip-ment from Sweden) and using false documents. In the Tri-City (Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot), 2,000 people and Lech Wałęsa signed a letter to the PRL Sejm demanding their release.

				9

				A meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW is held. The following regional representatives are se-lected to serve on the KKW: for the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Region – Henryk Sienkiewicz, the Pod-beskidzie Region (Bielsko-Biała) – Grażyna Staniszewska, and Gorzów Wielkopolski – Stefania Hejmanowska.

				In the released statement, they wrote inter alia, For the working people, for the workers – 1 May – just like several dozen years ago, is a celebration of the fight for fundamental rights, a day of protest against price increases and destruction of independent social initiatives, a day of fighting for trade union freedoms. We demand that wages should be such that an 8-hour shift a day is enough to feed a family and that the minimum wage should not be lower than the minimum subsistence level […].

				11

				The “Katowice” Metalworks NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee applies for registration.
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				13

				Around 500 female workers of the weaving department at the “Krosnolen” Textile Linen Plant in Krosno went on strike for several hours, demanding a wage increase.

				14

				In Geneva, an agreement was signed concerning the withdrawal of Red Army troops from Afghanistan.

				17

				In Warsaw, independent celebrations of the 45th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising are held. The attendees include Marek Edelman, Jacek Kuroń, Adam Michnik, Rev. Bronisław Dem-bowski, and many representatives of the Jewish community from Israel, the USA and Western Europe.

				21

				In Stalowa Wola, a rally is held to defend the fired members of the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks Solidarity Founding Committee. Wiesław Wojtas leads the rally. The assembled submit their de-mands: wage increases and stopping the persecution of Solidarity. They threaten that they will announce strike readiness and go on strike indefinitely if their demands are not met.

				A rally is organised in front of the main building of Wrocław University. Several hundred stu-dents demand the right for the NZS to operate freely/openly, trade union pluralism to be avail-able for employees and actual self-governance. A 4th year history student, Paweł Kocięba, heads the rally. It is attended by Solidarity representatives, including Władysław Frasyniuk.

				25

				In Bydgoszcz, the crew of the Voivodeship Transport Company goes on strike. The strike par-ticipants demand an end to the director’s waywardness, wage increases (to 180 zlotys/hour), bonuses, and allowances. The strike ends after a pay rise of 135 zlotys/hour has been successfully negotiated. 

				26 April–5 May

				The Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks went on strike; the head of the strike committee (KS) is Andrzej Szewczuwaniec (later the KS is joined by members of the Solidarity leadership from 1981: Jan Ciesielski, Mieczysław Gil, Stanisław Handzlik). The striker’s demand: a wage increase by 12,000 zlotys, price indexation, and the re-hiring of the following fired Solidarity activists: Stanisław Handzlik, Edward Nowak, Witold Bawolski and Andrzej Rusek. On the initiative of the Roman 
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				Catholic Episcopate, mediators Halina Bortnowska, Jan Olszewski and Andrzej Stelmachowski arrive in Krakow. The remaining members of the Strike Committee are Władysław Kiela, Andrzej Ciepielewski, Andrzej Skałabania, Tadeusz Szczepański, Bogusław Atlasiński, Maciej Mach, Kazi-mierz Baniak, Bogdan Wróbel, Krzysztof Wróbel, Juliusz Gąsior, Janusz Sójka, Marek Domagała, Stanisław Bir, Henryk Krzysiak and Marek Waldon. During the night from 4–5 May, an anti-terrorist brigade breaks into the premises, and subsequently, ZOMO forces brutally suppress the protest, with many people being beaten. Several KS members are detained on-site, and others are taken from their homes during the night. ZOMO officers brutally and spectacularly broke down their doors. Six KS members received prosecutor’s sanctions, initially due to sabotage under a possible penalty of 15 years in prison, later only for directing an illegal strike. The Petty Offence Court sen-tences 17 people to 1 month in jail and the rest to high fines. A 10-day absence strike begins at the Metalworks (many go on strike openly; others go on sick leave). Management imports work-ers from other Metalworks in Lower Silesia and the Dąbrowskie Mining Area to start production and use the military and prisoners.

				27

				The Main Statistical Office of Poland issues information on the economic results for Q1. It indi-cates that prices have increased by 45% compared to Q1 of the previous year, with the same increase noted for living costs.

				29–30

				The strike at the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks is ongoing; strikers demand a wage increase, re-hiring the Solidarity Founding Committee – Wiesław Wojtas and Wiesław Turasz – fired two days earlier for organising the rally and registering Solidarity. Around 1,000 people participate in the strike. The Metalworks are surrounded by a ZOMO cordon, which doesn’t let in any people or food. The next day, facing the government’s ultimatum threatening military intervention, the number of strikers went down sharply; in the afternoon, the last of them left the plant. Several Solidarity activists were detained, and almost 300 workers deemed to be “spreading unrest po-tentially” had their passes taken away and sent to training courses outside the city of Stalowa Wola.

				30

				Lech Wałęsa issues three appeals where he writes, inter alia: 

				To the authorities and society: I caution you against returning to the policy of terror, which alleg-edly defends the reforms. In reality, it only defends the manner of governance that led Poland to ruin. I call on the government to be sensible and all workers throughout the country to demonstrate solidar-ity with the metalworkers of Nowa Huta and Stalowa Wola if force is used against them.
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				To the international trade union movement: I call for all possible steps to defend the metalwork-ers in Nowa Huta and Stalowa Wola. The threat of terror hangs over Polish factories once again […]. We believe that, just like before, the Polish working world can rely on your help.

				To the governments of democratic countries: I call on all governments of democratic states to oppose the PRL authorities’ use of force against the striking workers by all peaceful measures at their disposal. […] Only a thoroughly democratic Poland can achieve political and economic balance and become an element of European stability.

				The two detained Fighting Solidarity leaders – Kornel Morawiecki and Andrzej Kołodziej – agree to emigrate, are released and fly to Rome. Five days later (on 4 May), K. Morawiecki returns to Warsaw. However, he is immediately deported to Vienna straight from the airport.

				May

				1

				Independent protests are held in Łódź, Krakow, Płock, Poznań, Warsaw, Gdańsk, Wrocław, Bielsko--Biała and Dąbrowa Górnicza, many of them under slogans of support for the striking metalwork-ers. According to the government’s press secretary, 33 people nationwide were detained.

				2

				A strike begins at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard demanding wage raises by around 15,000–20,000 zlotys, reinstating Solidarity throughout the country, releasing political prisoners, and reinstating those fired for union or political activism. The leader of the Strike Committee is Alojzy Szablewski, an engineer. Archbishop Tadeusz Gocłowski takes on the role of mediator between the strikers and management.

				From the statement of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW: Acknowledgement of subjective rights of in-dividuals and societal groups and democratic reform of political structures are the initial points for re-storing Poles’ responsibility for the fate of their nation. […] Legalisation of Solidarity takes top priority.

				2–3

				At the 227th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference, the bishops declared, inter alia, that dialogue between the authorities and representative societal groups is the only means to over-come the crisis plaguing the country.
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				3

				Andrzej Wielowieyski, advisor to the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW meets with KC PZPR secretaries Józef Czyrek and Stanisław Ciosek, who inform him about General Wojciech Jaruzelski’s approval for starting talks with Lech Wałęsa.

				The MO officers disperse opposition protests in several Polish cities.

				4

				The NZS starts a full-day protest on Lublin Catholic University’s (KUL) stairs. On subsequent days, more protests are held in other academic centres.

				5

				The Secretariat of the Polish Bishop’s Conference issues a statement expressing regret that the authorities decided to use force during the mission of goodwill undertaken by the Church in Nowa Huta and Gdańsk.

				In Szczecin, 2 out of 3 bus depots, in Dąbie and Police, stopped working. The strike is led by Roman Ziółkowski, Józef Ignor and Andrzej Kudła. The strike is interrupted due to a threat of ZOMO forceful intervention.

				In reaction to the suppression of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, rallies take place in several workplaces (the River Shipyard in Wrocław, the Brown Coalmine in Bełchatów, “Katowice” Metal-works) and unsuccessful attempts to start strikes (at the Port of Gdańsk and the Paris Commune Shipyard in Gdynia).

				Occupational strikes in tertiary schools start in Krakow, Warsaw, and other cities.

				5–7

				After the simulated attack on the Gdańsk Shipyard on the night of 4–5 May, during the next two nights, ZOMO forces conducted shows of force in front of the shipyard to dissuade the workers from striking.

				6

				Solidarity spokesperson Janusz Onyszkiewicz was arrested.

				From the open letter written by Alozjy Szablewski, KS leader at the Gdańsk Shipyard, to Gdańsk’s citizens: 
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				Our current strike is incomparably more complex than August 1980 […]. Dear Citizens of Gdańsk! We do not want to go on strike. We want to work! But how can we win the right to have a legally operating NSZZ “Solid-arity” […]? Solidarity does not want power, but only to defend the interests of the working class without orders from above. […] We demand thorough reforms and the NSZZ “Solidarity” to be made legal again since our Motherland is beyond saving without that.

				7

				A rally is held at the Brown Coalmine in Bełchatów. The demands are a wage increase, trade union pluralism, and stopping repressions against the strikers and other independent activists.

				10

				The strike at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard ends without an agreement being signed. Only around 1,000 strikers, led by Lech Wałęsa and Alojzy Szablewski, leave the premises in de-feat and march to St Bridget’s Church for mass.

				In Toruń, the NZS at the Nicolaus Copernicus University announced an absence strike in sup-port of the demands of striking workers. A rally was held at student dormitories in the city cen-tre, which gathered around 700 people. The leaders of the reincarnated NZS in Toruń include Maciej Romaniuk, Jarosław Garbowski, Rafał Maszkowski, Jan Małecki, Krzysztof Michalski, Anna Olpeter, Waldemar Pawlak, Robert Erdmann, Ireneusz Grabowski and Aleksandra Ciurzyńska (Garbowska).

				11

				The Sejm adopts the “Act on Extraordinary Powers and Authorisations for the Council of Minis-ters”, which gives it the right to perform direct and far-reaching interventions in the operations of state-owned companies.

				14

				The Primate’s Social Council issues a statement, where it writes, inter alia, It is difficult to maintain a situation where most of the working class cannot speak in its voice and is represented by organisa-tions it does not support.

				25

				Pen Club members call on the chair of the Council of State, General Wojciech Jaruzelski and the Marshall of the Sejm, Roman Malinowski, to reinstate its Polish chapter. The appeal states, inter alia, the belief that the absence of the Pen Club in the literary life of the country and the international forum damages the national culture, disintegrates creative communities, and negatively impacts Po-land’s image in the world. […] We call on the Chair of the Council of State and Marshall of the PRL 
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				Sejm to investigate this absurd, in our opinion, situation and to intervene personally to bring back the Polish Pen Club. Over 150 Pen Club members sign the letter. The signatories include Bronisław Geremek, Stefan Kisielewski, Stanisław Lem, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Jan Józef Szczepański, Andrzej Kuśniewicz, Julian Stryjkowski and Władysław Terlecki.

				June

				1

				A series of Orange Alternative happenings entitled “Rewolucja Krasnali” (“Gnome Revolution”) are conducted in Łódź, Warsaw and Wrocław. They are conducted under the slogans “Milicja w krainie czarów” (“MO officers in Wonderland”), “Nie ma Koszałka bez Opałka” (“No Fiddle With-out Faddle”), “Krasnal nie głosuje, krasnal jest za mały” (“Gnomes Don’t Vote, Gnome’s Are Too Small”), “Małe jest czerwone, duże jest niebieskie” (“Small Is Red, Big Is Blue”), “Kurduple wszyst-kich krajów łączcie się” (“Squirts of All Nations, Unite”), “Wiwat Jałta, Smerfy i auta” (“Hurray for Yalta, Smurfs, and Cars”), “Precz z czerwonymi kapturkami” (“Away with the Red Riding Hoods”).

				3

				Stanisław Ciosek, Secretary of the KC PZPR, during a conversation with the Press Office Director of the Episcopate, Rev. Alojzy Orszulik, informs the latter about the plans of appointing a Senate, where the opposition would have a significant presence. He also states that the situation requires an examination of the possibility of creating a coalition government with the opposition. The current government does not promise to bring the country out of the crisis.

				6

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee of the “Manifest Lipcowy” (“July Manifesto”) Hard Coalmine in Jastrzębie-Zdrój applies for registration.

				13

				In a lecture delivered during the VII Plenum of the KC PZPR, 1st Secretary General Wojciech Jaru-zelski coins the phrase “okrągły stół” (“Roundtable”) when speaking about the need for open discussion between various communities regarding a new piece of legislation to be considered, the “Act on Associations”.

				16

				The Supreme Court does not dismiss NSZZ “Solidarity’s” registration application with the Lublin Catholic University (KUL), unlike it routinely did previously. Still, the voivodeship instance sends it for re-examination since no trade union organisation operates at the KUL.
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				17

				Despite two votes in the Sejm, the application to remove Tadeusz Hupałowski from the office of President of the Supreme Audit Office failed to get the required majority (he was supposed to be replaced by a former member of the Political Bureau, Włodzimierz Mokrzyszczak). This is the first rejection of a motion made by the Sejm Praesidium to replace a person in high public office.

				19

				Elections to the national councils are held, with Solidarity calling for a boycott. According to of-ficial data, voter turnout was 56% of all eligible persons, and according to the opposition, it was only 23%.

				Protests and fights with MO officers break out in Gdańsk and Nowa Huta.

				22

				Bus drivers in Szczecin went on strike again to defend the fired strike leaders of 5 May, Józef Ignor and Romuald Ziółkowski. The strike ended in a complete success; both men were reinstated.

				Kornel Morawiecki speaks before the U.S. State Department.

				July

				11

				69-year-old Doc. Jan Strzelecki died; he was a sociologist, an academic at the PAN Philosophy and Sociology Institute, an essayist, a mountaineer, a participant in the Warsaw Uprising and a Solidarity advisor. On the night of 29–30 June, he was discovered on the Vistula riverbank in Warsaw, unconscious and severely beaten by so-called unknown perpetrators.

				11–16

				Mikhail Gorbachev, Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU CC) and chair of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union, visits Poland and delivers a speech at the Sejm. 

				13

				In Stalowa Wola, the strike to defend the fired participants of the previous protest succeeded.
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				15

				The Supreme Court dismisses the motion of the “Stocznia Gdańsk” (“Gdańsk Shipyard”) Founding Committee to revise the decision refusing its registration. Throughout the country, applications for registration have been submitted by 50 committees, 43 of which went through both instanc-es, including the Komitet Założycielski NSZZ “Solidarność” Huty im. Lenina– Filia w Bochni, (Lenin Metalworks Bochnia Branch NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee), Spółdzielnia Niewidomych i Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła w Szczecinie (Cooperative of the Blind and National Tertiary School in Szczecin), the “Andaluzja” Hard Coalmine in Piekary Śląskie, “Katowice” Metalworks and the FSO.

				20

				The “Tygodnik Mazowsze” publishes the heretofore secret composition of the Helsinki Commit-tee operating since 1982: Piotr Andrzejewski – lawyer; Halina Bortnowska – philosopher; Jerzy Ciemniewski – lawyer, Janusz Grzelak – psychologist, Jarosław Kaczyński– lawyer, Marek A. No-wicki – lawyer, Jan Rosner – lawyer, Stefan Starczewski – philologist, Andrzej Stelmachowski – lawyer, Zofia Wasilkowska – lawyer, Janina Zakrzewska – lawyer, Tadeusz Zieliński – lawyer. The Helsinki Committee was created in 1982 to control the observance of human rights and fun-damental freedoms guaranteed in the international agreements adopted by the PRL and the Helsinki Final Act signed in 1975. 

				21

				Lech Wałęsa presents (through Atty. Władysław Siła-Nowicki) a confidential letter to the Minister of Internal Affairs, General Czesław Kiszczak. According to the minister, the letter included pre-liminary consent to proposed contacts and talks.

				26

				The Government Press Secretary Jerzy Urban said: The Solidarity movement is a thing of the past.

				28

				According to the scientific team of the PAN Philosophy and Sociology Institute, headed by Prof. Władysław Adamski, only 28% of Poles believe that the so-called 2nd stage of reforms announced by the government of Zbigniew Messner may improve the country’s economic situation and circumstances. Most think the only result will be price increases and a lower standard of living.
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				August

				7

				Street incidents occurred after mass at St Bridget’s Church in Gdańsk (the situation was repeated on 14 August).

				15 August–3 September

				The strike continues at the “Manifest Lipcowy” (currently “Zofiówka”) Mine in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, originally started on 15 August at 10:30 p.m. The protest was initially participated in by 4,000–5,000 out of 8,000 miners. It was organised by Edward Jarek, Jan Golec and Krzysztof Zakrzew-ski. After the first shift, a Strike Committee (KS) is appointed, comprised of Krzysztof Zakrzewski (Chair), Kazimierz Włodarek (Deputy Chair), Stanisław Kosek, Jan “Lalunia” Piłat, Andrzej Kornak, Stanisław Pasek, Bolesław Olewiński, Zbigniew Molak. Since the beginning of the strike, Danu-ta Skorenko (RKW) has acted as an advisor. One of the demands was to reinstate Solidarity to normal operations. In subsequent days, the strike was joined by the following mines: “Borynia”, “Jastrzębie” and “Moszczenica” in Jastrzębie, “ZMP” and “Krupiński” in Żory, “XXX-lecia PRL” in Pawłowice, “1 Maja” and “Marcel” in Wodzisław Śląski, “Morcinek” in Kaczyce, “Andaluzja” in Piekary Śląskie and “Lenin” in Mysłowice.

				On 17 August, an MKS will be appointed at the “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine. The MKS includes Chair – Krzysztof Zakrzewski – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Deputy Chair Aloj-zy Pietrzyk – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Press Secretary Grzegorz Stawski – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, members: Zdzisław Czerwiec – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Zbigniew Gnaś – Mine Demethanization Facility, Franciszek Greń – “Jastrzębie” Hard Coalmine, Sławomir Jędrzejkiewicz – Mining Works Plant, Wiktor Krywulko – “XXX-lecia PRL” Hard Coalm-ine, Henryk Kryza – “Moszczenica” Hard Coalmine, Bolesław Nowak – “Moszczenica” Hard Coalm-ine, Józef Pleszak – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Waldemar Ptak – “ZMP” Hard Coalmine, Tadeusz Rzepa – “1 Maja” Hard Coalmine, Marek Szczygieł – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Andrzej Sokołowski – “Andaluzja” Hard Coalmine, Stanisław Trzeciak – “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine, Leszek Wdowiak – “Borynia” Hard Coalmine, Leszek Zubik – “Morcinek” Hard Coalm-ine. On 20 August, Jan Lityński from the Warsaw RKW and Jarosław J. Szczepański, a journalist from Warsaw, managed to reach the strikers. The MKS from Jastrzębie-Zdrój publishes a list of 12 demands:

				1.	Restore the right to trade union pluralism, including the NSZZ “Solidarity’s” right to operate legally. We think that Solidarity is a condition for the effective implementation of economic reform.

				2.	Abolish miner guilds and change mines into autonomous, self-governing, and self-financing enterprises.

				3.	We demand that wages throughout the country grow proportionally to inflation. Streamline the wage system in mining and increase wages for employees of mining enterprises so that the average salary from Monday to Friday is at least twice the average national wage. Notably, there needs to be a mini-mum wage for underground workers. Work on Saturdays and Sundays needs to be entirely voluntary. 
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				The 14th “monthly” wage should be paid out on the same terms as the 13th “monthly” wage. Grant equal rights to the coal allowance for all mine employees (i.e. 8 tonnes).

				4. Amend the collective agreement, considering detailed strike demands of individual mines.

				5. Restore the full scope of benefits from the “Karta Górnika” (“Miner’s Charter”) and ensure they are not depreciated due to inflation.

				6. Company OHS services must be independent of management to guarantee adherence to occupational health and safety regulations.

				7. Introduce a principle of total damages payout by the Polish Civil Code for work-related accidents and occupational diseases, a list that should be expanded significantly to include spinal disorders. Ensure that employees can freely choose their medical care, i.e. the clinic they attend.

				8. Ensure that the actual value of disability and retirement pensions does not decrease. Lower the retire-ment age for employees from 60 to 55 within employment category 1 (i.e., working in conditions of particular health risk).

				9. Re-hire those fired from work for activities aimed at protecting employee interests, maintaining conti-nuity of employment and with total damages paid.

				10. Guarantee that no person will face repressions for organising and participating in a strike and aiding the strikers. Daily wages for a day of strike shall be the same as for a regular workday. Abandon conscription into militarised services as a sanction for going on strike.

				11. Create conditions for adequate environmental protection. For this purpose, independent institutions must be created and granted relevant powers.

				12. Implement all local strike demands in individual enterprises. Negotiations will be held after agreements are signed with the MKS in Jastrzębie-Zdrój.

				The “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine strike will last until 3 September.

				17–24

				A strike in the “Morcinek” mine in Kaczyce occurred on 17 August at 8:00 p.m. Andrzej Andrzej-czak became the Strike Committee leader. In the initial days of the strike, its participants num-bered 4,000 miners. On 24 August, only 200 participants were left. Suppression efforts include 140 combat vehicles, 44 “paddy wagon” vans, and 28 trucks. The strikers received beatings. A. Andrzejczak was detained for 24 hours.

				17–25

				A strike at the “Andaluzja” Mine in Piekary Śląskie takes place, with around 2,500 participants. Piotr Polmański is chosen as leader of the 38-strong Strike Committee with Kazimierz Świtoń as advisor. The strikers adopt the demands of the “Manifest Lipcowy” Mine. On 18 August, ZOMO forces conducted a parade before the mine, serving as a show of force. A harassment campaign against the strikers begins in the press and on TV. The authorities claim that the mine is threat-ened by fires breaking out, but that is untrue. The Ministry of Mining sends an expert to con-firm the alleged dangers. The number of striking crews decreases. On 25 August, after obtaining guarantees of immunity and no disciplinary consequences for the strikers, the Strike Committee 
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				decides to end the protest. Unfortunately, management broke its word. All KS members were fired, and around a dozen miners were conscripted into the armed forces.

				17–27

				At 12:15 p.m., a strike begins at the “Moszczenica” Mine in Jastrzębie-Zdrój with around 2,500 participants. Marian Nowak is selected as leader of the Strike Committee. The Committee re-leases a bulletin entitled: “Moszczenicki Informator Strajkowy” (“Moszczenica Strike Informer”). The number of strikers decreases due to often false information about an upcoming violent sup-pression operation. After cutting off power, a big part of the crew leaves the mine. On 24 August at 9:00 p.m., a group of 55 miners descends on a ladder to the level “0”, practically without any food reserves. The strike underground lasts for three days. On 27 August, the crew left the mine premises.

				A strike breaks out at the “Lenin” Mine in Mysłowice. Waldemar Guzik becomes the KS leader, with Gabriel Janowski as advisor. During a ZOMO intervention, Gabriel Janowski is beaten up.

				17 August–3 September

				A strike continues in the Port of Szczecin. On 17 August, Andrzej Milczanowski arrived at the port and, together with Józef Kowalczyk, Jan Dubicki and Michał Achramowicz, convinced the strikers to have as their first and most crucial demand concerning trade union pluralism. In sub-sequent days, the strike is taken up by the following companies around Szczecin: Wojewódzkie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacji Miejskiej (Voivodeship Municipal Transport Enterprise) (18 Au-gust), Zakład Usług Żeglugowych (Shipping Services Enterprise), Portowe Centralne Warsztaty Mechaniczne (Port Central Mechanical Workshop), Zakłady Włókien Chemicznych “Chemitex-Wiskord” (“Chemitex-Wiskord” Synthetic Fiber Plant), and the Zakłady Budownictwa Kolejowego (Railway Construction Plant) (22 August). An MKS is created headquartered at the Szczecin Port with Edward Radziewicz – Chair, and Andrzej Gruszczyński, Józef Ignor, Jarosław Krakowski, An-drzej Milczanowski, Romuald Wołoczko, Jerzy Wójtowicz. The MKS issues four demands: 

				1. Actual implementation of the trade union pluralism principle under which NSZZ “Solidarity” will have the right to operate legally. 

				2. A substantial wage increase in amounts determined by individual strike committees. 

				3. Rehiring employees fired for trade union activism. 

				4. Ensuring complete safety to the strikers and payment of wages for the strike period. 

				On 28 August, the MKS issued a statement acknowledging that the only centre to coordinate and act on behalf of the protesters is the NSZZ “Solidarity” leader Lech Wałęsa. On 31 August, it re-ceived a statement from Lech Wałęsa informing about his meeting with General Czesław Kiszczak concerning upcoming roundtable talks and a decision to stop all protests. The strike was not inter-rupted; it ended as late as 3 September. The Komisja Interwencji i Praworządności (Intervention and Lawfulness Commission) paid compensation to the employees for the period of the strike.
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				20

				The Komitet Obrony Kraju (National Defence Committee) decided to start preparations to intro-duce a state of emergency (full readiness of MO officers and the military will be achieved on 31 October).

				Confidential talks begin between KC secretary Józef Czyrek and the president of the War-saw Klub Inteligencji Katolickiej (Catholic Intelligentsia Club) Andrzej Stelmachowski concerning a possible roundtable meeting between the government and opposition. Czyrek clarifies that the government will not talk to Wałęsa if the strikes are ongoing.

				21

				During a rally in Gdańsk, before a crowd of many thousands, Lech Wałęsa surprised the assem-bled with the unexpected information that the government contacted him – through third par-ties – with a proposition to start talks.

				Krzysztof Wolf and Edward Mizikowski enter the “Warszawa” Metalworks with Seweryn Jaworski, attempting to persuade the crew to go on strike in solidarity with the miners. The SB detains them; however, three big departments of the metalworks do go on strike. 

				22 August–1 September

				The most significant strike of August 1988 begins at the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks. The strike is directed by a 15-person KS with Wiesław Wojtas – as the Chair, Marek Bąk – as Deputy Chair, Władysław Liwak – as Secretary, and Franciszek Chudzik, Jan Dziura, Waldemar Dziura, Wiesław Gajda, Michał Rostek, Marek Rychel, Zbigniew Suchora, Roman Sudoł, Czesława Szpytma, Ryszard Szymański, Wiesław Turasz and Emil Wolak. Stanisław Krupa – the Ziemia Sandomierska (Sandomierz Lands) ZR chair– participated in the Strike Committee works. The only demand of the strikers is the legalisation of NSZZ “Solidarity”. The city during the strike looked like a be-sieged fortress – with plenty of military personnel, APCs, MO, ZOMO forces and agents, along with helicopters flying overhead. The religious ministry supported the strikers, with Rev. Edward Frankowski, who celebrated mass in front of the metalworks plant on 26 August. The strike was also attended by Rev. Tadeusz Biały, Rev. Andrzej Gardiasz, Rev. Jan Niemiec, and Rev. Roman Jurczak, author of the “Piosenka strajkowa” (“Strike Song”), where he wrote “Myśmy ze Stalowej, a więc i stalowi. I nie ustąpimy, póki zwyciężymy”. (“We’re from Stalowa, so with a will of steel. And we will not stop until we win”). On 1 September, the KS issued a statement: 

				Today at 7:00 p.m., after 11 days of an occupation strike to have NSZZ “Solidarity” legalised, we are end-ing the protest due to a firm appeal from Union chairman Lech Wałęsa. We leave the plant with a heavy heart, without obtaining formal guarantees of personal and professional security, despite full readiness to continue the strike. Our sacrifice is a short-term necessity and shows we have achieved a moral victory. The Strike Committee salutes the striking crew of the metalworks, the citizens of Stalowa Wola, and all persons 
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				and communities that supported the strike for their decisive and dedicated fight for Solidarity and a better future for our Motherland. We are convinced we will again stand together in solidarity to fight for our work-ers and national rights if needed.

				The strikers’ exit from the Metalworks transformed into a massive protest, which over 20,000 people attended. At the door of the Mother of God Queen of Poland Church, Rev. Edward Frankowski welcomed the strikers; the mass was attended by a massive crowd in and around the church. 

				Strikes were announced at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard and Northern Shipyard. Aloj-zy Szablewski created and headed an MKS. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Adam Michnik and Bronisław Geremek were advisors to the MKS.

				Strikes and protests were held in 7 voivodeships: Warsaw (MZK, “Ursus” Mechanical Plant), Gdańsk, Katowice, Poznań (the Cegielski Plant), Wrocław, Tarnobrzeg, and Wałbrzych. Part of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks crew also joined the strike.

				General Czesław Kiszczak, in a televised address, threatened to increase the MO’s presence around certain enterprises, introduce curfews and military intervention, and encourage Petty Offence Courts to hand down prison sentences.

				23

				In Warsaw, a KS formed at the FSO (Passenger Vehicle Factory) in the Żerań district. RKW mem-bers Maciej Zalewski and Henryk Wujec were detained. A “Strike Bulletin” was published, pre-pared by the editorial staff of “Wola”, and printed by the Warsaw chapter of Fighting Solidarity. Jacek Kuroń, with the help of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement activists, sets up an informa-tion point.

				Government press secretary Jerzy Urban states that no political negotiations will be held while a strike threat looms.

				24

				In the Tri-City area, strikes break out at the “Wisła” Repair Shipyard and the “Radunia” Shipyard.

				The alleged murderers of Jan Strzelecki are arrested.

				Andrzej Stelmachowski, advisor to Lech Wałęsa, provides Józef Czyrek with a note he wrote with Bronisław Geremek concerning a preliminary proposition for Roundtable talks (topics: trade union pluralism, societal and political pluralism, anti-crisis package). 
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				25

				Several miners at the “Morcinek” Mine join the strike at the “Manifest Lipcowy” KWK. A day later, after his release from prison, Andrzej Andrzejczak, the chairman of the “Morcinek” KWK, joined the group. 

				The president of the International Trade Union Confederation, John Vanderveken, the presi-dent of the International Labour Organization, Jan Kułakowski, and the secretary for international relations of the Italian CGIL Trade Union Central, Luigi Calla, visited Gdańsk as a show of support. They meet the leader of Solidarity Lech Wałęsa at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard.

				In a message to the government, Lech Wałęsa renews the proposition submitted one day earlier by his advisors to start talks, re-emphasising the demand to relegalise Solidarity.

				25–27

				The 1st International Human Rights Conference, organised by the Intervention and Lawfulness Commission of the NSZZ “Solidarity” and the “Freedom and Peace” Movement, occurred in Kra-kow–Mistrzejowice. About 1,000 people attended, including 205 foreigners.

				26

				Polish Bishops assembled at the Jasna Góra Sanctuary in a message to the faithful to address the ongoing strikes in Silesia and the Coast: The social agreements signed eight years ago, which were so difficult to develop, are still a task to be completed. The Church hierarchs call to seek ways leading to trade union pluralism and creating associations.

				General Czesław Kiszczak, in response to signals from the opposition he received on 24/25 August, proposes to have a meeting as soon as possible with representatives of various citizens and professional communities, without preliminary conditions regarding the topics or participants, except for people who reject the legal and constitutional order of the PRL. The offer of Roundtable talks is viewed as the first concession made by the authorities since the strikes began. The MKS from Gdańsk, Szczecin, and Jastrzębie-Zdrój, as well as Stalowa Wola KS, authorise Lech Wałęsa to negotiate in their name, the first demand being – the legalisation of NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				27

				The wave of strikes in Upper Silesia abates. Crews of only three mines are still protesting: “Mani-fest Lipcowy”, “Jastrzębie” and “XXX-lecia PRL”. 

				From the statement of General Czesław Kiszczak: I was authorised […] to meet representa-tives of various citizens and professional communities as soon as possible. It could have the form of a Roundtable.
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				27–28

				In Warsaw, the 8th Plenum of the KC PZPR is held. From a speech by Z. Gmurek: During today’s plenum, we must clearly say “no” to the demolition of our Motherland. “No” to lowering the working class’s standard of living. “No” to Solidarity. From a speech by B. Krupa-Wojciechowska: If we assume that the opposition is also patriots, just ones who think differently, then I believe that in those 7–8 years, they changed in the same way. We all need to get to work because if we keep throwing spanners in the works, we will eventually stop the entire machine, leading to Poland’s fall.

				After General Jaruzelski’s discussion and explanations, the plenum supported the PZPR lead-ership’s idea of conducting talks with Solidarity.

				28

				The open NSZZ “Solidarity” Interim KZ of the “Manifest Lipcowy” Mine is created, composed of Edward Jarek – Chair; Kazimierz Włodarek – Deputy Chair; Stanisław Kosek– Secretary; Stanisław Pasek, Andrzej Kornak, Jan Golec, Piotr Świerczewski, Jan Piłat, Stanisław Cimoszko and Bolesław Olewiński.

				In Silesia, the “Manifest Lipcowy” Coalmine is the only mine on strike. It is the location of the Solidarity MKS. MO officers tightly surround the mine.

				The KC PZPR Political Bureau agrees to the meeting between General Czesław Kiszczak and Lech Wałęsa, however, on the condition that after the meeting, L. Wałęsa will act to end the strikes.

				29

				Advisors to the miners on strike at the “Manifest Lipcowy” Mine: Jan Lityński, Bogdan Lis, Jan Andrzej Górny and Danuta Skorenko, receive calls to appear at the prosecutor’s office for ques-tioning as suspects of leading illegal protests.

				30

				During a press conference, the government press secretary, Jerzy Urban, unexpectedly mentions talks with Lech Wałęsa as an event expected to happen soon.

				Kornel Morawiecki illegally crosses the border and returns to Poland.

				In Tarnów, activists of the “WiP” Movement conducted a leaflet action from the roof of the PEWEX store (a type of shop where Western goods could be purchased for hard currency only), informing about the strikes in Silesia and on the Coast. The small event transformed into a rally of 400 people. MO officers brutally dispersed the crowd and detained five people.
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				31

				A simulated attack is conducted on the “Manifest Lipcowy” Mine. Sirens blur, as helicopters fly overhead, and floodlights illuminate the mine premises – the tired crew members experience several moments of terror. After that demonstration, many miners leave the strike. The remaining 167 continued protesting to the very end, regardless of circumstances.

				General Czesław Kiszczak met with Lech Wałęsa at an MSW villa in Warsaw (at Zawrat St.). Stanisław Ciosek, and Bishop Jerzy Dąbrowski accompany them. C. Kiszczak informs that the Roundtable talks are conditional on ending the strikes. From a statement of L. Wałęsa after the meeting: During this meeting, I posited the currently most crucial issue of ways to implement trade union pluralism, including Solidarity’s place within it. […]. The Roundtable talks will encompass a broad scope of cooperation issues towards economic, social, and political reform for the country’s good. After returning from Gdańsk, L. Wałęsa calls for an end to the strikes and announces that he will tackle the issue of making Solidarity legal himself. General C. Kiszczak assured that there would be no repressions for the strikes.

				At the Warsaw KIK, a press conference was held at 17:00. Prof. Andrzej Stelmachowski in-formed those present that the participants and the date of the Roundtable talks have yet to be determined. Preliminary meetings were to precede them. Diplomatic channels for contacts between Lech Wałęsa and the government are determined.

				The striking crews receive Lech Wałęsa’s message to end their protests. It was accepted with-out much enthusiasm.

				The Roman Catholic Episcopate issued a message about the call to end the strikes, in which the bishops wrote: The Church firmly believes that ensuring the strikers’ personal and professional safety is necessary.

				In the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”, Lech Wałęsa justified his decision to call for the strikes to end: We need to achieve what we are fighting for, ergo the first demand – Solidarity. For the first time in seven years, we will have a peaceful chance of meeting this demand with only a few losses […].

				September 

				1

				The “Trybuna Ludu” publishes a statement by General Wojciech Jaruzelski recorded during his visit to the FSO plant in Warsaw’s Żerań district, where he refers to the meeting between General Czesław Kiszczak and Lech Wałęsa: We can talk to anyone whose activities do not infringe the overarching interests of the socialist state. We need to look for solutions that are favourable to Poland.
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				At Lech Wałęsa and the Polish Episcopate’s insistence, the strikers exited the Gdańsk Ship-yard; the strike at the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks was also interrupted.

				The Political and Organisational Department of KC PZPR reassures all PZPR KWs that the Kiszczak–Wałęsa talks did not result in any guarantees to legalise Solidarity.

				2

				Lech Wałęsa visits the “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine. The tumultuous negotiations lasted 10 hours. Lech Wałęsa expected the strikers to leave the mine with him, but he was met with a refusal.

				The strike in Szczecin, conducted by strike committees of the Szczecin Port and Voivodeship Municipal Transport Company, ended.

				3

				The strike at the “Manifest Lipcowy” Hard Coalmine ended.

				5

				Józef Czyrek tells Lech Wałęsa that the issue of legalising Solidarity should not be part of the talks at the “big table” but one of the “smaller tables”.

				6

				The Rada Ogólnopolskiego Porozumienia Związków Zawodowych (Council of the National Agreement of Trade Unions) after assessing the implemented wage and price policies, adopts a resolution calling for a vote of no confidence in the government of Zbigniew Messner.

				8

				The RKW meets in Kielce, represented by representatives of Kielce’s biggest workplaces, Stara-chowice, Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski, and Skarżysko-Kamienna. A resolution was adopted that the main direction of activities will be the creation of NSZZ “Solidarity” founding committees.

				From the resolution of the OPZZ Council on trade union pluralism, There are no premises or social justifications for sanctioning a second trade union at a workplace.
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				9

				An NSZZ “Solidarity” Founding Committee is created in Wrocław and joined by multiple compa-nies, including the River Shipyard, Pafawag, and the Municipal Transport Company (5 out of 10 depots).

				10

				During a joint meeting of NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW with representatives of the Solidarity Inter-En-terprise Organisational Committees (MKO) from Gdańsk and the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks (converted from MKS), MKZs from Jastrzębie-Zdrój and Szczecin, the Strike Committee from the “Stalowa Wola” Metalworks, the Copper Mining Fields Mining Commission – granted their sup-port to Lech Wałęsa in connection with the Round Table Talks. 

				From the KKW statement: 

				NSZZ “Solidarity” is open to reaching an agreement where its identity is kept. […] Only the legalisation of Solidarity will allow the Union to be effectively incorporated in reforming the country.

				Signed by: Lech Wałęsa – NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW, Jacek Merkel – MKO Gdańsk, Alojzy Pietrzyk – MKS Jastrzębie, Edward Radziewicz – MKS Szczecin, Władysław Liwak, Marek Bąk – KS Stalowa Wola, Maciej Mach – KO NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks, Władysław Grocki – Copper Mining Commission.

				11

				In Gdańsk, at St Bridget’s Church, a fourth meeting is held of a group of intellectuals and trade union activists, worker representatives from the main strike centres, and Individual Farmer Solid-arity invited by Lech Wałęsa, with the participation of the KKW.

				The assembled issued a proclamation:

				1.	This year’s strike movement demanded, first and foremost, the restoration of Solidarity and trade union pluralism and economic revindications. The next wave of strikes may only take on a more mass move-ment and dramatic nature. Considering this perspective, all social and political forces in Poland should react as fast as possible: we cannot wait any longer, and the problem won’t be solved by universally op-posed repressions against strikers and inciting propaganda actions. Without quickly granting Solidarity the right to operate legally, it will not be possible to gain society’s trust, especially from workers, which is necessary to conduct any reform. The existence of several trade unions in the same workplace does not necessarily mean that they will try to one-up each other in their list of demands, which will ulti-mately be disastrous for the economy. On the contrary, it is the existence of authentic trade unions that will guarantee that practical solutions are developed that respect both the will of the crews and public interests. Solidarity has once again proven that it enjoys the public’s trust, showed political wisdom, and confirmed that the common good can guide it.
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				2.	Trade union pluralism alone will not, however, ensure that Poland’s political and economic crisis will be solved. For that to happen, we will need the freedom to appoint self-governments and create associa-tions of various natures, i.e. peasant, youth, local, economic, political, social, professional, and creative. Only thanks to those centres of social activism, unhindered in the dissemination of information, restor-ing a feeling of civil responsibility for the fate of the country and their communities. Therefore, we need to immediately abandon the principle of arbitrary administrative decisions sanctioning association ac-tivities in favour of registering all associations whose goals are not contrary to the law. We also need to abandon the practice of government co-opting and freely selecting partners for talks or members of arbitrarily created institutions. Further political reform should be conducted through the cooperation of social forces and the government towards not only repairing the existing system but also searching for new solutions in terms of political systems. […] 

				The discussion is focused on the problems connected with the Roundtable. There is a con-sensus on the issue of the sense of dialogue with the government, and full support is given to the position of Lech Wałęsa. The need for unity of all independent and opposition communities is clearly articulated. The issues to be addressed during the Roundtable talks include freedom of association, rights for local governments, Individual Farmers’ Solidarity, lawfulness matters, the new voting system, and the economy. The most critical issue, however, is the agreement to have Solidarity legalised. 

				Meeting participants are: Janusz Beksiak, Jacek Bocheński, Halina Bortnowska, Stefan Bratkowski, Ryszard Bugaj, Zbigniew Bujak, Marek Bąk, Maria Chmiel, Jacek Czaputowicz, Paweł Czartoryski, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Roman Duda, Jerzy Dłużniewski, Marek Edelman, Władysław Frasyniuk, Bronisław Geremek, Stanisława Grabska, Antoni Grabar-czyk, Aleksander Hall, Julia Hartwig, Stefania Hejmanowska, Gabriel Janowski, Cezary Józefiak, Stefan Jurczak, Ryszard Kapuściński, Jan Kłoczowski, Maja Komorowska, Stefan Kisielewski, Krzysztof Kozłowski, Lech Kosiak, Jacek Kuroń, Jacek Kurczewski, Władysław Kunicki-Goldfinger, Marcin Król, Zofia Kuratowska, Jan Józef Lipski, Bogdan Lis, Władysław Li-wak, Witold Lutosławski, Andrzej Malanowski, Jan Malanowski, Jacek Merkel, Maciej Mach, Andrzej Milczanowski, Adam Michnik, Artur Międzyrzecki, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Emund J. Osmańczyk, Aleksander Paszyński, Joanna Penson, Janusz Pałubicki, Alojzy Pietrzyk, Jerzy Puciata, Maria Radomska, Ryszard Reiff, Edward Radziewicz, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Jan Rosner, Fr. Józef Salij, Henryk Samsonowicz, Henryk Sienkiewicz, Andrzej Stelmachowski, Adam Stanowski, Stefan Starczewski, Grzegorz Stawski, Grażyna Staniszewska, Andrzej Stryjkowski, Stanisław Stomma, Andrzej Szczepkowski, Klemens Szaniawski, Krzysztof Śliwiński, Józef Ślisz, Rev. Józef Tischner, Jerzy Turowicz, Jacek Taylor, Andrzej Tokarczuk, Witold Trzeciakowski, Andrzej Wajda, Zofia Wasilkowska, Stanisław Węgrzyn, Andrzej Wielowieyski, Wiktor Woroszyl-ski, Henryk Wujec, Janina Zakrzewska, Krystyna Zachwatowicz-Wajda, Tadeusz Zieliński, Janusz Ziółkowski, Mieczysław Zlat, Stanisław Zięba.

				15

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” RKW of Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands) meets in Łódź; representatives of the Solidarity organisation and founding committees from the following enterprises attend, includ-ing “Marchlewski”, “Próchnik”, “Ema-Elester”, “Polesie” Construction and Maintenance, and ZPB “Morfeo” in Ozorków, as well as Union structures from Pabianice, Ozorków and Zduńska Wola.
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				In Rzeszów, the open NSZZ “Solidarity” Information and Coordination Office is created and composed of Stanisław Łakomy, Zbigniew Sieczkoś, Marek Wójcik. Its task is to register workplace commissions created and render legal assistance.

				15–16

				Two preparatory meetings for the Roundtable talks take place. They are participated by Gen-eral Czesław Kiszczak and Lech Wałęsa, along with representatives of authorities and independ-ent communities and observers from the Church. The start was planned for mid-October. The Minister of Internal Affairs undertook to cancel post-strike repressions. The second meeting (15 November) at the MSW compound in Magdalenka is attended by 25 representatives from the PZPR, ZSL, SD, OPZZ, the Church and Solidarity. Solidarity is represented by Jacek Merkel, Aloj-zy Pietrzyk, Edward Radziewicz, Władysław Liwak, Władysław Frasyniuk, Lech Kaczyński, Tade-usz Mazowiecki and Prof. Andrzej Stelmachowski. General C. Kiszczak proposes a list of possi-ble topics for the Roundtable talks: model, structure, and principles of functioning of the state, the appointment of the Rada Porozumienia Narodowego (National Agreement Council), a new voting system, and a second house of parliament, amendments to the Constitution, economic reform. Regarding legalising Solidarity, the parties are in fundamental disagreement. The oppo-sition demands an explicit declaration from the government on this issue before the talks begin. Ultimately, the meeting ends with a concession from Lech Wałęsa – an agreement to release a general message only stating that one of the topics of the Roundtable talks will be the form of the Polish trade union movement, which means abandoning the precise positions of the KKW expressed on 10 September.

				17

				The traditional National Pilgrimage of Working People arrives in Częstochowa. Lech Wałęsa addresses the assembled: The sixth pilgrimage for those who attended the previous ones is clear – Solidarity is very, very close.

				19

				In Krakow, the Solidarity Founding Committee at the Jagiellonian University applies for registra-tion (850 people declared their accession). The AGH University’s open Solidarity has over 500 members.

				Zbigniew Messner’s government resigns.

				The Polish section of the Pen Club re-commences its activities. The new board includes all surviving members of the board from before 13 December 1981 and no one from the new ZLP. The President is once again Juliusz Żuławski, Vice-presidents – Artur Międzyrzecki and Egon Na-ganowski, Secretary – Anna Trzecianowska, and Treasurer – Andrzej Szczypiorski. Other mem-bers of the Board are Władysław Bartoszewski, Marian Bizan, Marian Brandys, Andrzej Braun, 
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				Jerzy Ficowski, Paweł Hertz, Urszula Kozioł, Marcin Król, Zygmunt Kubiak, Stefan Kisielewski, Jan Józef Szczepański, Jerzy Turowicz and Wiktor Woroszylski. Support for efforts to reactivate Solid-arity is formulated.

				25

				By the decision of Lech Wałęsa, the composition of the new NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW is supple-mented by representatives of strike committees from Gdańsk, Szczecin, Jastrzębie-Zdrój, Nowa Huta and Stalowa Wola. The KKW also coopts the Intervention and Lawfulness Commission chair – Zbigniew Romaszewski.

				27

				Mieczysław F. Rakowski becomes the new Prime Minister. He proposes four government offices to four people from independent communities: Witold Trzeciakowski, Aleksander Paszyński, Ju-lian Auleytner and Andrzej Micewski. They all refuse. 

				28

				Throughout Poland, work is underway to restructure strike committees into NSZZ “Solidarity” founding committees.

				October

				3

				A rally is held behind the Warsaw University (UW) Gate, decorated with the word Solidarity and led by Maciej Jankowski. A huge banner is hung on the UW Library reading “Legalizacja dla NSZZ ‘Solidarność’ i NZS-u. Popieramy Lecha Wałęsę” (“Legalise NSZZ ‘Solidarity’ and NZS. We support Lech Wałęsa”).

				5

				A student protest takes place at the Military College of the University of Warsaw, demanding the abolishment of military training. Similar events are organised in other academic centres.

				Preparations for the Roundtable talks are underway. Tadeusz Mazowiecki is to be respon-sible for trade union pluralism, Klemens Szaniawski for social pluralism, Bronisław Geremek for political reforms, Andrzej Wielowieyski for the economy, Andrzej Stelmachowski for agriculture, and Alojzy Pietrzyk for mining. The Solidarity team will be supplemented with representatives of other trade unions dissolved during martial law, including the Solidarity of Individual Farmers. Around 100 people are preparing for the negotiations with the government.
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				6

				An open NZS Founding Committee is created at the Warsaw University Branch in Białystok com-posed of Kazimierz Borowski, Robert Dorosz, Michał Hintertan, Mirosław Małaszewski, Witold Morgownik, Robert Mrozowski, Tomasz Ostrowski, Sławomir Ożlański, Wojciech Rogacin and Janusz Żabiuk.

				In a message issued after the 230th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference, the bishops expressed their support for the Roundtable Talks.

				10

				In Krakow, the WiP Student Action activists rallied to oppose abolishing military colleges in ter-tiary schools.

				11

				Student rallies were held in support of the relegalisation of NZS at many tertiary schools, in-cluding the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Wrocław University, the Agricultural University in Wrocław, the University of Gdańsk, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, the University of Sile-sia, and almost all tertiary schools in Warsaw.

				14

				The Sejm appoints a new government headed by Prime Minister M.F. Rakowski (out of 22 minis-ters, 16 are from the PZPR). 

				19

				The government submits reservations regarding personnel, initially concerning 12 and later eight people. The date of the Roundtable talks is postponed for the third time – they were supposed to start on 26 October. However, aggressive anti-Solidarity propaganda accompanying the prepara-tions gives the impression that the government is preparing grounds to terminate the talks. The number of work teams still needs to be determined. The only concrete information is that the negotiations will last three weeks. Solidarity does not agree to have one press secretary and staff; it hopes that the inaugural speech by Lech Wałęsa will be transmitted on television, just like the speech by General Czesław Kiszczak.

				24

				General W. Jaruzelski, in a speech to members of the KC PZPR, promises that he will not sit down at the Roundtable with Jacek Kuroń and Adam Michnik.
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				25

				At the Polish Academy of Sciences palace in Jabłonna, a round table for 55 people is placed on special order with the Artistic Furniture Workshop in Henryków.

				26

				Lech Wałęsa for the “Tygodnik Mazowsze”: Preparatory talks, where my presence was necessary, have now ended […]. We need to have pluralism; otherwise, there isn’t a reason to sit down at that table. Economic, social, and political pluralism […].

				During a meeting with Andrzej Stelmachowski, Józef Czyrek attempts to temper the climate after statements made in the preceding days. He states that M.F. Rakowski’s government does not hinder preparations for the talks.

				27

				Lech Wałęsa meets with his advisors: Andrzej Stelmachowski, Bronisław Geremek and Tadeusz Mazowiecki. They discuss the current situation and the government disputing around a dozen people appointed to the talks by the opposition, including Jan Józef Szczepański, Władysław Frasyniuk, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Jan Józef Lipski, Henryk Wujec, Zbigniew Romaszewski, Adam Michnik and Jacek Kuroń.

				Mieczysław F. Rakowski for the “Dziennik TV” concerning legalising Solidarity: […] an opposi-tion is better as the opposition rather than acting under the name of a trade union. He also claims that the talks will undoubtedly take place.

				28

				In Katowice, a protest is held in defence of miners fired from work after the strikes in August.

				Mieczysław F. Rakowski during a press conference: Poles are less interested in the Roundtable and more in an abundant one.

				31

				A decision of the Council of Ministers is announced regarding the liquidation of the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard as an allegedly deficient enterprise. Liquidation will commence on 1 December 1988 and be completed in 2 years. This move questions any further talks between the government and the opposition.
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				November

				1

				Lech Wałęsa about the decision to liquidate the Gdańsk Shipyard: The Prime Minister’s decision may be […] treated as a political provocation aimed at the idea of an agreement. 

				2

				Six thousand people gather in the courtyard in front of the Gdańsk Shipyard management build-ing to protest against the decision of M.F. Rakowski to liquidate the shipyard. Alojzy Szablewski reads in the resolution that inter alia, This is a decision […] to liquidate an enterprise that symbolises the August Agreement and Solidarity. We will defend the shipyard. You cannot decide on the future of the Gdańsk Shipyard without considering its crew.

				During a press conference, Jerzy Urban calls on Lech Wałęsa to start the talks.

				3

				A meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW is held. Most topics concern preparations for the Round-table talks and the decision to liquidate the Gdańsk Shipyard: The decision to liquidate the Gdańsk Shipyard is an apparent political act showing that Mr Rakowski’s government uses its extraordinary powers to strengthen the Stalinist model of economic management. There is no financial justifica-tion for this decision. This is an act of revenge against Solidarity and the Gdańsk Shipyard, where the Gdańsk Agreement was signed […]. The Gdańsk Shipyard needs to be defended.

				4

				U.K. Prime Minister Margareth Thatcher visits Gdańsk, meets with Lech Wałęsa at the rectory of St Bridget’s Church, and places flowers at the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970.

				9

				George H.W. Bush wins the U.S. presidential election.

				11

				A hunger strike begins at the Katowice Cathedral in defence of 53 miners fired from work – or-ganised by Kazimierz Świtoń and the community connected with the KPN and NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission Works Group.
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				Throughout the country, independent celebrations commemorate the 70th anniversary of re-gaining independence. In Katowice, Poznań and Gdańsk, MO officers attack peaceful protesters. In Poznań, city council member Michał Downarowicz is severely beaten.

				12

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW appoints a Fundusz Inicjatyw Prasowych (Solidarity Press Initiative Fund), allocating the necessary resources. The fund aims to support initiatives towards develop-ing the press published by NSZZ “Solidarity” and the connected organisations and communi-ties. Additionally, the KKW appoints the Fund Council composed of Wojciech Adamiecki, Bogdan Borusewicz, Władysław Frasyniuk, Andrzej Grajewski, Stefania Hejmanowska, Maciej Kozłowski, Maciej Łopiński, Grażyna Staniszewska, Maciej Szumowski and Jarosław Szczepański.

				In Szczecin, the MKS is transformed into the NSZZ “Solidarity” Inter-Enterprise Organisation Committee of the Pomorze Zachodnie (West Pomerania) Region. Edward Radziewicz, the current head of the MKS, is chosen as the chair.

				Letters are exchanged between Lech Wałęsa and General Czesław Kiszczak.

				14

				The Ruch Polityki Realnej (Real Politics Movement) was created in Józefów. It preaches economic liberalism and a conservative political programme. Its founders include Janusz Korwin-Mikke and Stefan Kisielewski. In April, the Movement applied for registration under Unia Polityki Real-nej (Real Politics Union).

				15

				The OPZZ chair Alfred Miodowicz proposes a TV debate to Lech Wałęsa.

				18–19

				Another meeting between Lech Wałęsa and General Czesław Kiszczak in Wilanów takes place dedicated to preparing the Roundtable talks is also participated by Stanisław Ciosek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Bishop Tadeusz Gocłowski and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik. From the message: It is decided that talks will continue reconciling the positions. The government side still categorically rejects the demand that Solidarity be legalised, not agreeing even to mention that this was discussed in of-ficial communication, which points to a severe impasse in the preparatory talks.

				22

				The round table is dismantled at the palace in Jabłonna.
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				23

				The Gdańsk Shipyard Workers’ Council motioned to the District Court in Gdańsk to cancel the decision to liquidate the shipyard.

				30

				Lech Wałęsa has a live televised discussion with Alfred Miodowicz, chair of the OPZZ. 80% of Poles watched it. A. Miodowicz: I conclude that it only took a year of unrest for us to be left with emp-ty shelves. […] Our assumption – one trade union per workplace – is very sensible. L. Wałęsa: Solid-arity does not claim to give anything to anybody. We create the possibility to take, earn and take, and defend those interests. And pluralism guarantees that. Indeed, a workplace cannot be an arena for political struggle. We wish you all the best, but you never let us exist. What kind of democracy is this? Let’s make a deal to avoid destruction. If you decide that Solidarity has its place, we will immediately roll up our sleeves and get to work alongside the rest of Poland because time is running out, and so are the young people. Public opinion polls clearly show that Wałęsa won the discussion – 63.8% of respondents shared that opinion.

				December

				4

				In Jastrzębie-Zdrój, on St Barbara’s Day, a protest took place under the slogan of legalising Solid-arity: “Chcemy Lecha nie Wojciecha” (“We Want Lech, Not Wojciech”), “Precz z komuną” (“Down with Communism”), “Precz z sowiecką okupacją” (“Down with the Soviet Occupation”).

				10

				The Kongres Liberałów (Liberal Congress) takes place in Gdańsk, attended by representatives from legal and illegal organisations such as the Krakowskie Towarzystwo Przemysłowe (Krakow Industrial Society), Towarzystwo Gospodarcze w Warszawie (Economic Society in Warsaw), Akcja Gospodarcza (Economic Action), Zrzeszenie Kaszubsko-Pomorskie (Kashubian and Pomeranian Association), Klub Myśli Politycznej im. L. Bądkowskiego (L. Bądkowski Political Thought Club), and others. Janusz Lewandowski presented the concept of privatising the Polish economy.

				On the 40th anniversary of adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Warsaw, the Freedom and Peace Movement organised a rally at the pl. Zamkowy (Castle Square). The text of the Declaration was handed out to passers-by.
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				10–12

				In Paris, Lech Wałęsa, Bronisław Geremek and Andrzej Wielowieyski took part in celebrations of the 40th anniversary of adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Lech Wałęsa met with West German Minister of Foreign Affairs Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Andrei Sakharov and French Prime Minister Michele Rocard. He talked with the leader of the International Labour Or-ganization, Francis Blanchard and the head of the AFL-CIO, Lane Kirkland. He also met with the chiefs of trade union central organisations of CFDT, CFTC, CGC, FO, FEN, FNSA, and the Paris-based “Kultura” (“Culture”).

				13

				On the anniversary of the imposition of martial law, protests were held in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, Kra-kow, Lublin, Łódź, Płock, Poznań, Toruń, Wałbrzych, Warsaw and Wrocław.

				In Warsaw, demonstrations organised by the Międzyzakładowy Robotniczy Komitet Solidarności (Solidarity Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Committee) and the Polish Socialist Party marched from the courtyard of Warsaw University. They reached the nearby Monument of Nico-laus Copernicus. There, they violently clashed with MO officers, who used teargas and night-sticks. Around a dozen people are detained, including Piotr Ikonowicz. 

				In Wrocław, a demonstration organised by Fighting Solidarity and the Polish Socialist Party attracted around 15,000 people. Andrzej Gwiazda, Władysław Frasyniuk, Józef Pinior and Woj-ciech Myślecki delivered speeches. The MO did not intervene.

				18

				In Warsaw, in the underground of the church at Żytnia St., intellectuals and trade union activists assembled on the invitation of Lech Wałęsa to create a Citizens’ Committee attached to the NSZZ “Solidarity” leader Lech Wałęsa. They appointed 15 commissions, and their leaders to direct the detailed preparations for the Roundtable Talks and later represent the KO during the negotia-tions. The leaders of the most important commissions were Tadeusz Mazowiecki (trade union pluralism), Bronisław Geremek (political reform), Adam Strzembosz (law and judiciary), Witold Trzeciakowski (economic policy and reform), Jerzy Regulski (territorial local governments). Hen-ryk Wujek was appointed KO secretary, and Kazimierz Wóycicki and Jacek Moskwa were his deputies.

				Tadeusz Mazowiecki opened the meeting: We have had a significant change in the situation of Solidarity, the entire opposition, and the country. 500 Solidarity Founding Committees were created […]. Opposition groups presented unity on the topic of restoring Solidarity.

				During a meeting in Gdynia, the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission Work Group, not knowing that the Citizens’ Committee attached to the NSZZ “Solidarity” leader had been created, 
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				stated, inter alia, that one political orientation achieved significant influence on the decisions and policies of Solidarity, and it is not the most popular one amongst the members of the Union; it is seen as an attempt to implant Communist principles of democratic centralism in the Union, as well as so-called revolutionary ethics which also are central to Communism and manifested by ignoring its char-ter and resolutions […], usurpation based on control of finances and information streams, as well as treating the Union as a set of empty symbols that can be ascribed meaning and given a form that is advantageous to interests of a narrow group. The Work Group appealed to Lech Wałęsa to call the National Commission (KK) meeting by the end of January 1989 in its composition from before 13 December 1981. The appeal of the KK Working Group is treated as a most severe attack on Solidarity leadership, causes a lot of polemics in the underground press, and is widely discussed in the official media, which comments on arguments within Solidarity.

				20

				The creation of the Wschodnioeuropejska Agencja Informacyjna (Eastern European Information Agency), which has been operating for several weeks already, was announced by 14 independ-ent journalists from Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary and the USSR. The agency’s purpose was to provide information on these countries and intermediate between opposition organisations. 

				20–21

				The first round of the 10th KC PZPR plenum was called in session. Six people representing the party’s conservative wing (including Józef Baryła, Zbigniew Messner, and Tadeusz Porębski) left the Political Bureau and, inter alia, replaced them with Stanisław Ciosek and Janusz Reykowski. The new Central Committee secretaries were Leszek Miller and Zygmunt Czarzasty. Prime Minis-ter Mieczysław F. Rakowski calls to consider the issue of legalising Solidarity.

				23

				The Sejm passed the Act on Starting a Business and the Act on Business Activity with Participa-tion of Foreign Entities. The two acts significantly liberalised economic relations and freed up entrepreneurship.

				25–31

				In Warsaw, 11 members of the PPS-RD, NZS, Polish–Czechoslovakian Solidarity, and the “Free-dom and Peace” Movement went on hunger strike to defend political prisoners in Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
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				30

				At the “Manifest Lipcowy” KWK in Jastrzębie-Zdrój, rallies were held before the start of the first, second, and third shifts, each attended by around 2,000 miners. A petition was signed to rehire Jan Golec, who was fired in May for attempting to organise a strike.

				Piotr Ikonowicz, and Edward Mizikowski climbed the scaffolding on top of the PZPR Central Committee building and hung a banner on the façade reading “Uwolnić więźniów politycznych – PPS-RD, MRKS, NZS, WiP” (“Free Political Prisoners – PPS-RD, MRKS, NZS, WiP”). After 15 min-utes, they were detained by the Biuro Ochrony Rządu (Government Security Bureau) officers and released after several hours.

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1989

				January

				1

				The government abolishes the rationing for petrol, cars and coal.

				4

				A meeting is held in Klarysew between representatives of the government (Mieczysław F. Ra-kowski, Józef Czyrek, Stanisław Ciosek, and Władysław Loranc) and the Church (Cardinal Fran-ciszek Macharski, Archbishop Jerzy Stroba, Rev. Alojzy Orszulik). M.F. Rakowski states, inter alia: 

				I have a vision of early elections to the Sejm and, as early as April, to stop the instability in Poland. If such an idea is adopted, it would have to be preceded by an actual national agreement concerning a joint pro-gramme and mandate split within the Sejm. […] It would seem that after the elections, it would be a good time and advantageous conditions to create Solidarity in accordance with the negotiated formula.

				Students at the University of Silesia marched through the streets of Katowice under the slo-gan of NZS legalisation. The banners read, inter alia, “5 stycznia 1982 r. komuniści rozwiązali, ale nie zniszczyli NZS” (“On 5 January 1982, the Communists Dissolved the NZS but Failed to Destroy It”). MO forces intervene and detain several people.

				5

				In Gdańsk, during a press conference, Lech Wałęsa and Andrzej Gwiazda clash publicly, with the latter demanding that the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission be assembled in the composi-tion elected during the National Delegate Convention of 1981. L. Wałęsa thought that the radical-ism of some activists (a group centred around A. Gwiazda) reduced the chance for Solidarity to be granted legal status. L. Wałęsa, in sharp words, announced that should the National Commission Work Group increase in importance and threaten the unity of the Union, it would be liquidated.
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				6

				Stanisław Ciosek spoke with Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik, inter alia, about politi-cal changes and expediting parliamentary elections. He proposed a percentage-based division of mandates and a manner of electing the president and parliament.

				9

				At the “Morcinek” KWK near Jastrzębie-Zdrój, around 1,300 people go on strike. Workers’ de-mands concerning bonuses for work harmful to health are accepted.

				11

				Another meeting between Stanisław Ciosek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik takes place in Warsaw. S. Ciosek talks about reinstating Solidarity within 1–2 years after a trial period and about the presidential candidate, General Wojciech Jaruzelski. T. Mazowiecki talks about the candidate, Lech Wałęsa.

				13

				In Wałbrzych, 400 people protest, demanding the legalisation of Solidarity.

				In Krakow, in response to the appeals of WiP and KPN, several hundred university students protest under the slogan “Ekipa stanu wojennego na śmietnik historii” (“The Martial Law Crew to the Trash Heap of History”).

				14

				During a meeting between Stanisław Ciosek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik, the assembled discussed the unprecedented draft resolution of the 10th Plenum of the KC PZPR, planned for 16 January. T. Mazowiecki is critical that it did not include a declaration about legalis-ing NSZZ “Solidarity”.

				14–15

				In Warsaw, 147 participants of the meeting of independent writers elect a Founding Committee of the Polish Writers’ Association (composed of Jan Józef Szczepański, Andrzej Braun, Kazimierz Dziewanowski, Marian Grześczak, Andrzej Jarecki, Jerzy S. Sito, Andrzej Szczypiorski) to develop a charter.
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				15

				In Prague, the local militia forces disperse a demonstration of people wanting to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the self-immolation of the university student Jan Palach. For the next seven days, protests will be held at Wenceslas Square. The Czechoslovak SB arrests many opposition-ists, including Václav Havel, who is sentenced to 9 months in prison. Due to opposition protests, Havel is released after serving half his sentence. 

				16–17

				In Warsaw, the second round of the 10th Plenum of the KC PZPR is in session. After receiving a threat that General W. Jaruzelski and his associates, C. Kiszczak, M.F. Rakowski, F. Siwicki, J. Czyrek, and K. Barcikowski will all resign, the Central Committee gives a vote of confidence to the Political Bureau in its current composition. It adopts its Position on political and trade union pluralism, deciding on the legalisation of Solidarity: The Central Committee sees the need and pos-sibility to include the constructive opposition to the political system. […] Considering the progress in political dialogue and democratisation, as well as the need for the country to develop, the Central Committee supports the lifting – in conditions of national agreement – of limitations in creation of new trade unions. Vote distribution regarding this declaration, which fundamentally changes PZPR’s political line established on 13 December 1981, is as follows: 143 members of the Central Committee voted “yay”, 32 voted “nay”, and 14 abstained.

				17

				In Warsaw, supporters of the “Freedom and Peace” Movement scatter leaflets in front of the KC PZPR building, demanding the resignation of General Jaruzelski.

				20

				Alfred Miodowicz distances himself from the position expressed during the 10th Plenum of the KC PZPR and once again objects to the existence of several trade unions.

				21

				The 75-year-old Prelate Stefan Niedzielak was murdered in the rectory of St Charles Borromeo Church in Warsaw. He was a chaplain of the Home Army (AK), Wolność i Niepodległość – WiN, Freedom and Independence and later Solidarity, created the Sanctuary of Poles Killed in the East at Powązki Cemetery, and initiated the creation of the Rodzina Katyńska – Rodzina Polska (Katyń Family – Polish Family) community. One day earlier, Rev. S. Niedzielak told a colleague about recent threats (“Stop rocking the boat, or you’ll die like Popiełuszko”). An autopsy revealed the cause of death to be a broken spine, and additionally, it showed a fractured jaw, broken nose, and multiple bruises all over the body.
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				22

				From the declaration of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW, also published by the official press for the first time: 

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW treats the resolution of the KC PZPR Plenum concerning the restoration of trade union pluralism and legalisation of NSZZ “Solidarity” as an essential step towards social dialogue. We expect that relevant decisions by the state authorities will follow up on this resolution. We affirm there is room for negotiation concerning Solidarity and the country’s issues. Lech Wałęsa delegates Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk and Mieczysław Gil to organise talks with the PRL authorities.

				24

				Stanisław Ciosek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik decided on the details of the next meeting of working teams under Lech Wałęsa and General Czesław Kiszczak.

				25

				The Rzeszów-based NSZZ “Solidarity” RKW, composed of Józef Konkel, Stanisław Łakomy, Zbig-niew Sieczkoś, Jarosław A. Szczepański and Marek Wójcik, came forward and started operating in the open. On 3 February, Z. Sieczkoś becomes chair of the RKW.

				27

				In Magdalenka, during a meeting between General Czesław Kiszczak, Lech Wałęsa, Tadeusz Ma-zowiecki and Bronisław Geremek, the date and mode of work during the Roundtable talks were decided, The Roundtable will seat 56 people, 20 of which will be from the opposition, six from the OPZZ, 14 from the coalition (PZPR, ZSL, SD PAX Association, Unia Chrześcijańsko-Społeczna (Christian-Social Union), Polski Związek Katolicko-Społeczny (Polish Catholic-Social Union) 14 “independent au-thorities” and two representatives of the Church. The Roundtable will also determine the procedure and date for reactivating Solidarity.

				The first open General Meeting of Delegates of NZS of the Warsaw University after 13 De-cember 1981 occurs. The chair is Tomasz Ziemiński, deputy chairs – Piotr Ciompa and Mariusz Kamiński.

				28

				The Hungarian Parliament changes its assessment of the 1956 events – counterrevolution now becomes a just insurrection by the people against tyranny. This change in the evaluation of his-tory undermines the legitimacy of Communist Party rule in Hungary and stimulates democratic changes.
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				30

				In Białystok, 31-year-old Rev. Stanisław Suchowolec, minister to the local Solidarity and KPN, is murdered. He was found in the rectory in Dojlidy, in an apartment from which smoke was coming out. He was lying on the floor under a comforter. No traces of a fire were found, and the furniture and floor were covered in soot. On the next day, his female colleague at the Komisja Interwencji i Praworządności Solidarność (Solidarity Intervention and Lawfulness Commission) provided information on several previous attempts on the priest’s life (including a beating by so-called unknown perpetrators, two incidents of seriously damaging his car, arson of his parents’ apartment).

				The Sejm passed an act that allowed natural and legal persons to create banks.

				February

				4

				The 3rd KPN Congress starts in Warsaw, which is interrupted by MO officers.

				5

				The leadership of the Polska Partia Niepodległościowa (Polish Independence Party) issues a state-ment criticising the talks between the opposition and authorities; the statement reads, inter alia, We declare that part of the Polish independent forces which sat down at the same table with those guilty of the crimes of martial law has involuntarily lent its support to the rule of the Communist PZPR.

				6

				In Warsaw, the Roundtable talks commence at the Governor’s Palace. 

				From a speech by General Czesław Kiszczak: 

				Suppose we cooperate at the “Roundtable” and officially confirm society’s consensus regarding non-con-frontational elections and support for the designed political and economic reform. In that case, it will be possible to immediately address the Council of State to adopt a resolution that lifts the blockade of trade union pluralism at any given workplace. 

				From Lech Wałęsa’s speech: 

				First, we need to restore trade union pluralism and Solidarity. After all, this has been the main dividing line in the national conflict since December 1981. We want Solidarity and we have a right to it. […] The right to 
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				their own trade unions is also vested in farmers and university students – therefore, we expect both Farmers’ Solidarity and the NZS to be reinstated.

				The talks were held in three main teams (small tables): the economy and social policy (headed by Władysław Baka – PZPR and Witold Trzeciakowski – Solidarity), political reform (headed by Janusz Reykowski – PZPR and Bronisław Geremek – Solidarity), trade union pluralism (headed by Aleksander Kwaśniewski – PZPR, Tadeusz Mazowiecki – Solidarity and Romuald Sosnowski – OPZZ). Next to the “small tables” were also “sub-tables” – farming, mining, law and court re-form, associations, local government, youths, mass media, science, education and technical ad-vancements, health and ecology, and housing policy. In total, 452 people took part in the talks. The most controversial issues were settled during meetings in Magdalenka and at the URM villa. These informal talks were participated in total by 42 people, including from the PZPR: Stanisław Ciosek, Andrzej Gdula, Czesław Kiszczak, Aleksander Kwaśniewski, Janusz Reykowski. From Solid-arity: Lech Wałęsa, Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk, Bronisław Geremek, Jacek Kuroń, Lech Kaczyński, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Adam Michnik; from the Episcopate: Bishop Tadeusz Gocłowski and Rev. Alojzy Orszulik.

				7

				In Wrocław, a happening is held by the Orange Alternative under the slogan “Socjalizm w karnawale – karnawał w socjalizmie” (“Socialism During the Carnival – A Carnival During So-cialism”), with over 1,000 people participating.

				9

				In Poznań, around 1,000 people protested under NZS, KPN, and Fighting Solidarity banners.

				In Krakow, Lech Wałęsa publicly states I declare – if the KPN ever came to power, I would flee the country. 

				15

				The PRL Sejm declared 11 November National Independence Day and passed the Foreign Cur-rency Law, allowing legal trade in foreign currencies, which entered into force on 15 March.

				The last Soviet units leave Afghanistan. 

				17

				In Jelenia Góra, the workplaces regional NSZZ “Solidarity” meets. An Interim Regional Board (TZR) is appointed, and Jerzy Nalichowski from Kowary is selected as spokesperson.

			

		

	
		
			
				522

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1989

			

		

		
			
				The Real Politics Movement Congress is held in Warsaw. Janusz Korwin-Mikke is appointed as chair. The Movement applied to the court to be registered under the name Unia Polityki Realnej (Real Politics Union).

				A rally on the 8th anniversary of NZS registration is held at the Main Square in Krakow. The participants attempted to hand a petition to the Minister of Education, Jacek Fisiak, who was visiting the city and caused a ZOMO intervention. The minister was practically held hostage for two hours by students of one of the local schools. Similar protests were held in Białystok, Gdańsk, Poznań and Warsaw. 

				19

				At the Warsaw church at Deotymy St., a meeting is held of representatives of the Mazovia Region structures, field offices, and over 100 open Solidarity committees. An over 130-person Interim ZR is appointed with Zbigniew Bujak as chair. The Seweryn Jaworski and the MRKS ostentatiously leave the room, rejecting the leadership positions they were offered. They thought the Union should be reactivated based on the charter from 1981.

				22

				In many cities – Bytom, Chorzów, Jastrzębie-Zdrój, Katowice, Sosnowiec, Tychy, Żory – protests are held organised by the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej – (KPN) (Independent Poland Confed-eration – (KPN)) for respecting citizens’ rights in the PRL and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic.

				24

				In several other cities, pay-related strikes break out, inter alia, at the Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Ko-munikacyjne (Municipal Transport Company) in Płock and the Zakłady Remontowo-Montażowe (Service-Assembly Plant) in Sierpc.

				In Krakow, the largest street riots in years broke out, caused by not allowing the protesting students to approach the seat of the city’s authorities. 74 MO officers were injured.

				Józef Pinior, Andrzej Kowalski, and Robert Kazimierczak, who were to participate in the Anti-Establishment Opposition Congress in Katowice, were detained in Wrocław.

				Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Andrzej Gdula, Kazimierz Kłoda, Stanisław Ciosek and Rev. Alojzy Orszu-lik met in a government villa in Warsaw. They decide on the meeting details planned for 2 March, which Lech Wałęsa and General Czesław Kiszczak will lead.

				The Sejm passed the “Act on Certain Conditions of Consolidation of the National Economy and Amending Certain Acts”, which opened the possibility for natural persons to take over gov-ernment property for use by way of lease, rent, or bringing it as a contribution in kind to a joint 
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				government and private venture. The act was widely used by members of the economic appara-tus of the state – directors and managers of enterprises, who were at the same time founders of companies later called establishment companies (by the end of 1989, at least 1,593 such parasitic companies will be created).

				An application was submitted to register the Gdańskie Towarzystwo Społeczno-Gospodarcze “Kongres Liberałów” (“Liberal Congress” Gdańsk Social and Economic Society). Its interim board included Jan Krzysztof Bielecki, Janusz Lewandowski, Lech Mażewski, Donald Tusk and Andrzej Ereciński.

				24–26

				In Ustroń, the 2nd General Meeting of Delegates of NSZZ “Solidarity” of the Śląsko-Dąbrowski Re-gion was held. One hundred eight representatives of open Solidarity chapters participated. The assembled elect the Regionalna Komisja Wykonawcza (Regional Executive Commission), with Alojzy Pietrzyk as chair.

				25

				In Jastrzębie-Zdrój, a meeting was held of representatives of Fighting Solidarity, KPN, the Polska Partia Socjalistyczna – Rewolucja Demokratyczna (Polish Socialist Party – Democratic Revolution) “Freedom and Peace”, and activists of the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Commission Work Group, who opposed compromise with the regime. The purpose of the meeting was to take joint action under the Kongres Opozycji Antyustrojowej (Anti-Regime Opposition Congress) (4 March). The final resolution gave a negative assessment of the Roundtable talks. As a result of an SB interven-tion, 120 participants in the meeting were detained.

				March

				2

				A confidential meeting is held at the MSW compound in Magdalenka to break the impasse dur-ing the Roundtable talks. The issues are the division of mandates in the future Sejm, preroga-tives of the PRL President, legal reforms and NZS registration. The PZPR negotiator, Aleksander Kwaśniewski, proposes free elections to the Senate.

				3–8

				In Warsaw, the 3rd Meeting of the ZLP is held, harkening back to a tradition from before 13 De-cember 1981, when it was transformed into the 14th Assembly. Writers connected with the op-position protested the change of the numeration, claiming it was usurping. Wojciech Żukrowski remains President (he resigned on 30 November).
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				4

				The co-chairs of the Roundtable’s working groups meet in the URM palace. They discuss amend-ing the Constitution and the electoral law. 

				7

				During a meeting in Magdalenka, the system for future elections and relations between the lower and upper chamber of parliament and the president were discussed. Janusz Reykowski, Member of the KC PZPR Political Office, demanded that Solidarity condemn student protests in Krakow.

				9

				At 2:30 p.m., Solidarity held a rally of several thousand in front of the Vladimir I. Lenin Metalworks gate in Nowa Huta. It was used to present the course of the Roundtable talks.

				11

				The 11th Meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW in Warsaw discussed the current course of the Roundtable talks.

				14

				In protest against the lack of progress in the talks at the “little mining table”, several-hour strikes are held in the “Jastrzębie”, “Moszczenica”, and “Morcinek” mines.

				15

				In Płock, tensions are rising in connection with the MPK (Municipal Transport Company), which management dissolved after around a fortnight of strikes and 28 employees going on hunger strike. Several companies are going on strikes of solidarity with them; the Petrochemical Plant Solidarity announced a state of strike readiness.

				The new foreign currency law is being enacted, legalising trading in foreign currency.

				17

				Roundtable talks encounter an impasse in connection with the draft act on the voting system, the creation of the Senate, and the office of the President. Before final agreement on the details, the government side sends the draft to the Sejm, trying to present the society’s side with a fait accompli.
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				18–19

				In Warsaw, the 3rd Assembly of RI NSZZ “Solidarity” (400 delegates from 40 voivodeships) decides on a new charter. In its resolution, the Assembly decides that the RI NSZZ “Solidarity” will not take action to boycott the elections, even though the voting system is not fully democratic. It is ready to recognise the act of Union legalisation if it does not bear the hallmarks of re-legalisation (return of property, damages for the repressed, return of symbols, archives, etc.). The delegates express support for the Roundtable talks.

				19

				In Gdańsk, a protest was organised by Fighting Solidarity against the Roundtable talks. 

				In Łódź, the Ziemia Łódzka (Łódź Lands) NSZZ “Solidarity” Organisation Commission is cre-ated, led by Ryszard Kostrzewa. In addition to RKW members, the RKO includes delegates of almost 70 enterprises and representatives of sub-regions from Bełchatów, Pabianice, Piotrków Trybunalski and Zduńska Wola.

				20–26

				In Katowice, 30 people go on a hunger strike to have Václav Havel and other political prisoners in Czechoslovakia released. Six demonstrations were held before the Czechoslovak consulate, and the consul received a petition signed by 1,500 people.

				21

				In Poznań, the NZS, KPN, and Fighting Solidarity held a demonstration against the construction of a nuclear power plant in the village of Klempicz in Greater Poland. ZOMO forces, armed with night-sticks, forced the protesters to hide at the university and besieged the institution until 9:00 p.m.

				22

				In Hungary, opposition parties that received permission to operate on 11 February created the Opposition Roundtable.

				29

				At a meeting in Magdalenka, attended by General Czesław Kiszczak and Lech Wałęsa, the details of the changes in the political system were discussed.
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				April

				1

				The Niezależne Forum Kultury (Independent Culture Forum) is held at Warsaw University, called by the Komisja Kultury Komitetu Obywatelskiego (Citizen Committee’s Culture Commission). The Forum became a continuation of deliberations of the Culture Congress of December 1981 that were interrupted by martial law coming into force.

				2

				In Lublin, MO, officers brutally suppress a KPN rally.

				In Poznań, fighting breaks out in the streets between students protesting against the nuclear power plant and ZOMO forces. Several hundred people were severely beaten.

				3

				Another round of work team negotiations occurred in Magdalenka led by Lech Wałęsa and Czesław Kiszczak. The temporary crisis resulted in OPZZ rejecting the principles of indexing wages determined by the authorities and Solidarity. A compromise was reached in the scope of relations between the Senate and Sejm and the division of deputy mandates. 

				4

				Farmers protested in Warsaw at the Council of Ministers Office, where Roundtable talks were held, demanding they be commenced regarding the social situation of Polish rural areas. The farmers announced that the sales of agricultural products to national buying stations would be suspended.

				5

				Roundtable talks conclude. The following was agreed:

				–	creation of the second chamber of the parliament: the Senate – with 100 hundred Senators elected in majority voting (2 senators from each voivodeship, and three from Warsaw and Katowice voivodeships). 

				–	parity elections to the Sejm–65% of seats (299 mandates) are guaranteed to the PZPR, ZSL, and SD (60%) and for satellite Catholic organisations – PAX, UChS, and PZKS (5%), 264 man-dates would be decided during elections in multi-member districts, and 35 from the so-called national list, reserving seats for the most well-known party representatives; the re-maining 35% of seats (161 mandates) are to be competed for by independent candidates in free elections; 
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				–	creation of the office of PRL President, elected by the national assembly for a term of 6 years. 

				–	amendment of the law on associations, which would enable the registration of Solidarity. 

				–	granting the opposition access to the media (e.g. a half-hour programme on national televi-sion (TVP) once a week, reinstating the “Tygodnik Solidarność” (“Solidarity Weekly”)). 

				–	adopting the “Stanowiska w sprawie polityki społecznej i gospodarczej oraz reform system-owych” (“Position on Social and Economic Policy and Systemic Reform”), but not providing any details on economic reform. 

				From a final speech by General Czesław Kiszczak: 

				We declare a will to fulfil the contract which we are symbolically concluding today reliably. We give it a per-manent force, in accordance with the old rule “pacta sunt servanda” – contracts are in force. 

				From a final speech by Lech Wałęsa: 

				No Freedom without Solidarity – this is the truth with which we approached the “Roundtable”. […] We fought for concrete arrangements that may be implemented immediately, such as the legalisation of Solid-arity, Farmers’ Solidarity, and the Independent Student Association (NZS). The government-coalition side accepted these demands. Therefore, we achieved the minimum necessary to start on the road of democratic reform. The concluded agreement also envisaged, inter alia, creating the office of the President, free elec-tions to the Senate, and division of mandates to the Sejm (65% for the government side and 35% for the opposition).

				6

				During the press conference, Lech Wałęsa states, inter alia, that Poles have had too many experi-ences where, right after victory, they put their war scythes down, and everything would go back to the ugly norm.

				7

				The Sejm adopts amendments to the PRL Constitution by the arrangements of the Roundtable.

				From the resolution of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW: We think it is paramount to take maximum advantage of the possibilities presented to us in the upcoming elections, even though they will not be fully democratic. The NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW will entrust leading the campaign to the Citizens’ Com-mittee, the structure of which will be expanded with regional committees. This has been met with a critical assessment of some Solidarity activists who believed that the Komitet Obywatelski (Citi-zens’ Committee) was not representative enough to act on behalf of the entire opposition. 

			

		

	
		
			
				528

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1989

			

		

		
			
				8

				During a meeting of the Citizens’ Committee, Aleksander Hall, Adam Strzembosz, Tadeusz Ma-zowiecki, and Jan Olszewski propose to have its composition expanded. However, most mem-bers of the Committee agree with Bronisław Geremek, Jacek Kuroń and Lech Wałęsa himself, believing that maintaining the unity of the movement is the most critical issue. Any attempts to expand the Solidarity camp may result in disintegration and, consequently, loss of the elec-tions. Ultimately, during a vote, 66 members of the Committee voted to adopt the formula proposed by the KKW, 19 supported the project of a broad coalition, and 13 abstained. A. Hall, T. Mazowiecki, and J. Olszewski resigned from running for parliament as a protest against their proposal being rejected.

				In Szczecin, a protest in support of free elections, organised by the Tymczasowy Zarząd Re-gionu Solidarności w Szczecinie (Solidarity Interim Regional Board in Szczecin), as well as the Konfederację Polski Niepodległej (Independent Poland Confederation), the Polska Partia Socja-listyczna, (Polish Socialist Party), and the Federacja Młodzieży Walczącej (Fighting Youth Federa-tion) is dispersed by MO officers. Detainees (around 20 people) are beaten and booted.

				9

				In Gdańsk, after mass at St Bridget’s Church, around 2,000 protesters with Fighting Solidarity banners called for a boycott of the June elections: “We don’t want a government appointed by a foreign country; we want to take power away from it!”

				11

				In Lublin, a demonstration is held to commemorate Polish military officers murdered in Katyń, organised by the Independent Poland Confederation and the NZS.

				12

				During a press conference, Lech Wałęsa said an NSZZ “Solidarity” registration application was submitted to the Voivodeship Court in Warsaw.

				13

				The Council of State decides on the date of the elections (4+18 June) and appoints a 21-person Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza (National Electoral Commission), with six members from the Citi-zens’ Committee.
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				17

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registers NSZZ “Solidarity” with its headquarters in Gdańsk. L. Wałęsa states: We like to win in massive battles, amongst the roar of the big guns and sounds of war drums; only then can we truly appreciate what we won. This time, on the other hand, everything was resolved peacefully, smoothly, and seemingly gently. This is strange for people. How come? – they ask – the Communists just gave it away without a fight? And that’s why this victory, which was very difficult to achieve, but in a completely different way, doesn’t cause enthusiasm – on the contrary, it breeds suspicion.

				The court attaches an annexe to the charter, limiting the right to strike, which was included in the 1982 Act on Trade Unions.

				18

				During a meeting between Lech Wałęsa and General Czesław Kiszczak, the Komisja Porozumie-wawcza (Agreement Commission) was created and tasked with overseeing the implementation of the Roundtable agreement.

				General Wojciech Jaruzelski and Lech Wałęsa met at the Sejm building. The television trans-mits their greeting – Gen W. Jaruzelski: Two Mountains…, L. Wałęsa: But this time we’ll maybe not go our separate ways, General W. Jaruzelski: Everything for the good of Poland [Jaruzelski used here a Polish idiom about two mountains never being able to come together, but people always even-tually doing so].

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) RKS called for a boycott of the elections to the PRL Sejm and Senate.

				19

				During a second meeting of the Agreement Commission, participated by General Czesław Kisz-czak and Lech Wałęsa, the conversation was dominated by mutual grievances concerning the tone and methods of the election campaign.

				19–22

				Lech Wałęsa, Bronisław Geremek, Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Witold Trzeciakowski visited Rome. The Solidarity delegation was received by His Holiness John Paul II and met with the leadership of Italian trade unions and the President, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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				20

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registered the RI NSZZ “Solidarity” with its headquarters in Warsaw.

				23

				In Warsaw, the Citizens’ Committee attached to NSZZ “Solidarity” Leader Lech Wałęsa, with rep-resentatives of regional Citizens’ Committees, approved the list of candidates for the Sejm and Senate and adopted the Committee’s election programme. Ninety-two participants approved the list; 9 people opposed it, and nine abstained from voting.

				25

				In Warsaw, ZOMO forces dispersed the pre-election rally organised by the Independent Poland Confederation (KPN). 

				28

				Polish Radio aired the first programme prepared by the Solidarity Citizens’ Committee team. Ja-cek Kuroń presented the Solidarity election programme.

				29

				A meeting of candidates for Deputies and Senators from the Citizens’ Committee met with Lech Wałęsa at the Vladimir I. Lenin Gdańsk Shipyard. Photographs of each candidate with the Solid-arity leader were to be used on campaign posters (which will turn out to be one of the best propaganda moves of the opposition).

				A meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW is held. Bogdan Borusewicz, Lech Kaczyński and Hen-ryk Wujec are accepted into the KKW. The KKW Praesidium is appointed composed of Bogdan Borusewicz, Zbigniew Bujak, Władysław Frasyniuk, Stefan Jurczak, Lech Kaczyński, Bogdan Lis, Jacek Merkel, Andrzej Milczanowski, Janusz Pałubicki, Alojzy Pietrzyk, Antoni Tokarczuk and Hen-ryk Wujec.

				May

				1

				Solidarity demonstrations took place in many cities, legal for the first time in 8 years. In Warsaw, the march attracted almost 100,000 people.
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				Rallies and marches organised by Fighting Solidarity take place in Gdańsk, Gdynia, Jastrzębie--Zdrój, Poznań, Wałbrzych, and Wrocław – mainly under the slogans “Precz z komuną” (“Down with Communism”) and a boycott of the elections. Andrzej Gwiazda, Tadeusz Szczudłowski and Anna Walentynowicz all made speeches in Gdańsk. The rally morphed into a protest, which the MO very brutally attacked. Clashes occurred in several places around the city, and many peo-ple were beaten, including random passers-by. The MO officers pull random people out of the crowd assembled at the KW PZPR: Adam Klingenberg, Leon Lidzbarski, Ludwik Kromer, Dariusz Bojsmard, Adam Ryzmar, Tadeusz Cichocki and Piotr Korczak are all severely injured. In Wrocław, a joint demonstration of Fighting Solidarity and PPS-RD takes place against the agreement with the Communists. A ZOMO vehicle running over a protester triggered a riot, which lasted until late evening.

				1–2

				The 234th Plenary Assembly of the Polish Bishops’ Conference met in Częstochowa. In a message to the faithful, the bishops encouraged them to participate in the elections, expressing hope that they would be a step toward empowering society and abandoning the monopoly of a “single guide”. Most clergymen support Solidarity candidates, but only a few, like Jan Józef Lipski, who was run-ning for the mandate in Radom, were met with the priests’ distrust. 

				3

				Marches and protests occurred in many cities, organised by Fighting Solidarity. In Warsaw, the protest started after mass at St John’s Arch-Cathedral; a delegation of the MRKS participated in it. The MO detained a dozen or so people.

				4

				General Wojciech Jaruzelski proposed an abolition act for people who were convicted and in-terned during martial law.

				6–10

				An occupation strike occurred, organised by 35,000 Lubin Copper Mining Area miners. Romuald Halicki was elected as leader of the Inter-Enterprise Strike Committee (MKS), and its members in-clude people from both Solidarity and OPZZ. The MKS formulates wage-related demands and wishes to meet with the Minister of Industry. The strike ends with concessions on the part of the MKS.

				6

				The second round of the National NZS Assembly takes place in Gdańsk.
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				8

				Issue No. 1 of “Gazeta Wyborcza” (“Election Newspaper”) was published. It is a national daily newspaper associated with the opposition, and its circulation was around 150,000 copies (in September, it reached 500,000). Lech Wałęsa appointed Adam Michnik as its editor-in-chief. The newspaper’s motto was “Nie ma wolności bez ‘Solidarności’” (“No Freedom Without Solidarity”).

				9

				A wiretap was found on the premises of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Citizens’ Committee in Słupsk.

				The first episode of Studio Wyborcze Solidarność (Solidarity Election Studio) was aired on television.

				Waldemar “Major” Fydrych, the presidential candidate from Wrocław, organised an election happening of the Orange Alternative under the slogan “Major kontra Generał” (“The Major vs the General”).

				9–10

				In Wrocław, poet Lothar Herbst, a member of the NSZZ “Solidarity” Wrocław Citizens’ Committee, is beaten up by three assailants in front of his own house.

				10

				Lech Wałęsa received the European Human Rights Award in Strasbourg. During a press confer-ence on his way back, he asked Polish emigrants to pack their bags and return to Poland because massive changes were about to happen.

				11

				Lech Wałęsa calls for a cessation of strikes and for as many people as possible to participate in the elections on 4 June.

				Fighting Solidarity called for a boycott of the 4 June elections.

				12

				Official information has been released revealing that General Wojciech Jaruzelski will run for president of the PRL.
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				13

				Lech Wałęsa and NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW called on workers to refrain from strikes to not exacer-bate the country’s crisis.

				14

				An election war against Solidarity took place; during the night, its posters were torn off or paint-ed over, and people distributing election press or working for the Citizens’ Committee were har-assed by the MO, even going as far as assault (often this was done by “unknown perpetrators”). Leaflets and writings appeared that insulted or harassed KO candidates.

				15

				In Krakow, a 300-strong protest took place at the Main Square, organised by the Akcja Studencka “WiP” (“WiP” Student Action), to celebrate the International Day Against Militarism.

				16–18

				In Krakow, protests organised by the so-called Grupa Krakowska (Krakow Group) (a group of young radicals from the NZS, KPN, Fighting Youths Federation, and the anarchistic “WiP” Student Action) under the slogan “Sowieci do domu” (“Soviets Go Home”) morphed into a 3-day fight with the MO. Many people were beaten up and detained.

				17

				The Sejm passes two acts to regulate religious beliefs, the “Act on Freedom of Conscience” and the “Act on State-Catholic Church Relations”. The latter grants the Catholic Church and its institu-tions legal personality. From then on, the Church could have its own printing houses, radio and TV stations, cinemas, and theatres; it also received significant tax and customs breaks, and the clergy received the right to social security. Additionally, the State is to return the real property it confiscated from the Church.

				Edmund Krasowski, election commissioner with the Elbląg Citizens’ Committee, is assaulted at the gate to his own house by “unknown perpetrators”.

				17–18

				Lech Wałęsa arrived in Brussels on the invitation of the International Trade Union Confederation.
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				23

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw again rejects the request to register the NZS. After leaving the courthouse, the students formed a march and were brutally attacked by MO functionaries near Warsaw University. Many people were beaten up, and around a dozen were detained. In protest, Warsaw University started an occupational strike.

				24

				After refusing the NZS registration, protest rallies were held in many cities (Gdańsk, Łódź, Wrocław), and other tertiary schools joined the strike. Workers in many companies acted in soli-darity with the students (rallies were held, inter alia, at the “Warszawa” Metalworks and the “Ur-sus” ZM). The leader of Fighting Solidarity, Kornel Morawiecki, as well as Lech Wałęsa and the Solidarity KKW, all expressed their support for the protest. 

				In Gdańsk, several thousand people protested against the decision to liquidate the Gdańsk Shipyard. It is attended by Lech Wałęsa. 

				28–29

				38 tertiary learning institutions were on strike.

				29–31

				The founding meeting of the Stowarzyszenia Pisarzy Polskich – SP (Polish Writers Association – SP) took place in Warsaw and was initiated by writers connected with the democratic opposition. From then on, two writers’ associations will exist – the ZLP and the SPP. SPP leaders included Jan J. Szczepański (President), Andrzej Jarecki, and Jerzy S. Sito (Vice-presidents). Emigrants Czesław Miłosz, Leszek Kołakowski, Zdzisław Najder, Kazimierz Brandys and Stanisław Barańczak apply for membership in the SPP.

				30

				The media war against Solidarity is exacerbated. The authorities accused the Citizens’ Committee of receiving financing from the U.S.
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				June

				1

				Barbara Piasecka-Johnson, an American millionaire of Polish origin, who declared 100 million dollars to save the Gdańsk Shipyard (in exchange for 55% of shares once it is privatised), signs a preliminary agreement in Gdańsk.

				In Warsaw, Fighting Solidarity organised a protest under the slogan of Armenians fighting for independence. The assembled yell: “Gorbaczow morderca!” (“Gorbachev is a Murderer!”). 

				2

				Issue No. 1 of the reactivated “Tygodnik Solidarność” (“Solidarity Weekly”) was published by Edi-tor-in-chief – Tadeusz Mazowiecki.

				3

				One day before the elections, Lech Wałęsa declared on national television that he would vote for candidates from the Citizens’ Committee and those from the so-called lista krajowa (the national list).

				In Kętrzyn, the body of 25-year-old Robert Możejko, an activist of the Fighting Youth Federa-tion, was fished out of the local pond. Multiple attempts were made to convince him to cooperate with the SB. On 31 May 1989, he was last seen with a Regional Internal Affairs officer in Kętrzyn.

				4

				During the first round of elections to the 10th term of the Sejm and 1st term of the Senate, candi-dates of the Citizens’ Committee win 252 out of 261 possible mandates. The remaining mandates were to be decided in round two. Amongst 35 candidates on the national list, only 2 (Mikołaj Ko-zakiewicz and Adam Zieliński) received the necessary votes; the rest were forced to forfeit their seats in parliament. The national list being unable to fill 33 seats is a shock for both the authorities and the opposition. Voter turnout was around 62%.

				In Beijing, the capital of China, during the night, the military, using tanks and automatic weapons, suppressed university students who had been occupying Tiananmen Square since 15 April. Several thousand people were killed or injured. The protesting students, who Chinese workers supported, demanded political reform, democratising public life, and dealing with ever-increasing corruption.
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				5

				In Warsaw, a protest was held at the Chinese Embassy against the massacre of the students at Tiananmen Square. The assembled protestors prepared an open letter to the PRL government where they wrote, inter alia, Indifference towards mass murder infringes the fundamental ethical values of our civilisation.

				7

				In Warsaw, the Solidarity press secretary Janusz Onyszkiewicz stated that he did not submit any claim to the empty seats of the national list and waited for propositions from the authorities on how to fill them. This resulted in a wave of protests, expressed in letters from the voters to the Citizens’ Committees and NSZZ “Solidarity” Regional Boards, as well as “Tygodnik Solidarność” and “Gazeta Wyborcza”.

				Famous American singer Joan Baez, who was involved with the movement to protect human rights, performed at the Dom Kultury (Cultural Centre) attached to the “Ursus” ZM. All the concert proceeds were donated to medical aid for the victims of violent events in China.

				9

				During the first press conference after the elections held in Gdańsk, the leader of NSZZ “Solidar-ity” Lech Wałęsa stated that the problem of filling the vacancies in the Sejm is a matter for the ruling coalition and was the result of a flawed voting system. Campaign leaders of the Warsaw Solidarity KO: Janusz Grzelak, Michał Nawrocki, and Andrzej Sieroszewski, who disagreed with a change of the voting system between election rounds and for the problem to be addressed by the Council of State, tendered their resignations.

				During a meeting with General Czesław Kiszczak, Adam Michnik suggested on behalf of Lech Wałęsa that the office of Prime Minister should be given to a representative of the opposition (Bronisław Geremek).

				10

				In Szczecin, 125 representatives from 23 centres opposing the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW and Lech Wałęsa, created the Porozumienie na Rzecz Demokratycznych Wyborów (Undertaking Towards Democratic Elections) at the NSZZ “Solidarity”. The members of the Undertaking, led by Ma-rian Jurczyk, were Stanisław Kocjan, Stefan Wądołowski, Romuald Szeremietiew, Andrzej Słowik, Grzegorz Palka, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Andrzej Gwiazda, Seweryn Jaworski, Daniel Podrzycki, Jerzy Przystawa, Waldemar Sikora, Zbigniew Mroziński, and Krzysztof Wolf. The Undertaking adopted a resolution that opposed the procedure of a top-down creation of union structures appointing leadership and having NSZZ “Solidarity” led by a very narrow group of decision-makers hiding behind the authority of a single individual. The Undertaking demanded democratic elections to 
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				be held by election commissions appointed by all supra-company NSZZ “Solidarity” structures, as well as to restore the 1980 charter of the Union and acknowledge the National Commission elected at the 1st National Delegate Assembly (KZD) in 1981 as the legal leadership of the Union.

				During a meeting with General Czesław Kiszczak, Archbishop Bronisław Dąbrowski learned that not electing General W. Jaruzelski, who was trusted by the military and security services as President, may mean a destabilisation of the country that would place a stop to the political change process. The General’s statement was an element of the tactics to discretely blackmail the opposition (Archbishop Dąbrowski will receive further similar warnings from General Kisz-czak on 13 June).

				11

				The government press secretary, Jerzy Urban, stated that the Roundtable gave General Wojciech Jaruzelski the office of President of Poland. Solidarity denied that any such decisions were made.

				12

				The Council of State issued a decree amending the Sejm’s voting system, announcing a second vote for the vacancies not filled by the ruling coalition’s candidates from the national list and di-viding the 33 mandates between electoral districts. People on the national list on 4 June cannot be candidates again. 

				The Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich – SDP (The Association of Polish Journalists – SDP), which was dissolved during martial law, is registered once again. Stefan Bratkowski is appointed president.

				13

				The Proceedings of the Hungarian Roundtable (attended by representatives of the opposition, government, and social institutions subordinate to the government) began on 13 September. The proceedings ended on 18 September. As a result, completely free elections were announced.

				14

				The Stowarzyszenie Pisarzy Polskich (Polish Writers Association) was registered, and the Związek Polskich Artystów Plastyków (Association of Polish Artists and Designers) was registered once again. 

				16

				The funeral of Imre Nagy – leader of the 1956 revolution, is attended by 300,000 Hungarian citizens.
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				17

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW met in Gdańsk and thanked members of Citizens’ Committees for the success in the elections, deeming the results as the end of stage one of KKW’s work and closed the Citizens’ Committees on the regional (voivodeship) level, appointed to conduct the electoral campaign. The KKW has decided on a new task: to create authentic local governments in cities and villages. It also appealed to the government to speed up NZS registration, which had been delayed without cause.

				18

				The second round of elections to the Sejm and the Senate occurred; voter turnout was around 26%. The opposition won another seven seats in the Senate and one seat in the Sejm, but thanks to the amended voting system, the government got to introduce 296 of its people to the Sejm to pre-determined seats. In general, the distribution of power in the houses of parliament was as follows: Solidarity had 161 Deputies and 99 Senators, PZPR – had 173 Deputies and 1 Sena-tor, ZSL–76 Deputies, SD–27 Deputies, PAX Association–10 Deputies, Christian-Social Union – 8 Deputies, Polish Catholic-Social Association – 5 Deputies.

				22

				Actress and KOR member Halina Mikołajska dies.

				In Gdańsk, a demonstration was held, organised by the Fighting Solidarity and the Fighting Youths Federation. Andrzej Gwiazda stated: It is not true that Poland is in an economic crisis. It’s a fabrication of the government-Wałęsa-related elites. They are all stealing from us and making us poor. 

				23

				A Solidarity Deputies and Senators meeting with Lech Wałęsa occurred at the Auditorium Max-imum of the University of Warsaw. The Obywatelski Klub Parlamentarny – OKP) (Citizens Par-liamentary Club – OKP) was created. The assembled chose Bronisław Geremek as chair of the Club, and Andrzej Wielowieyski became his deputy. The second round of the elections will be held on 1 July. The Club’s Praesidium also includes the following vice-chairs: Jacek Kuroń, Jan Rokita, Janusz Ziółkowski and Gabriel Janowski, members Artur Balazs, Jacek Ambroziak, Olga Krzyżanowska, Zofia Kuratowska, Hanna Suchocka, Andrzej Stelmachowski, Józef Ślisz and Ed-ward Wende. Andrzej Celiński and Henryk Wujec are chosen as OKP’s secretaries. A decision was made for the OKP not to have a candidate for President and to vote by the will of the voters.
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				25

				The Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe – PSL (Polish People’s Party – PSL) was reactivated during a meeting of independent peasant activists in Warsaw. Józef Teliga became chair of the PSL In-terim National Council.

				27

				General C. Kiszczak implies to Rev. Alojzy Orszulik that not electing General W. Jaruzelski for President may result in a coup d’état by the generals with the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Internal Affairs. These veiled threats were an element of the PZPR’s political tactics to force the Deputies and Senators to elect General Jaruzelski for President.

				29

				The opposition in Czechoslovakia published the Charter 77 manifesto “A Couple of Sentences” (authored, inter alia, by Václav Havel), calling for the Czechoslovak authorities to respect human rights and political freedoms and engage in dialogue with the opposition. The manifesto be-came an ideological platform of the movement against the Czechoslovak government. The au-thorities responded with repressions against the signatories.

				During a KC PZPR Political Bureau meeting, General W. Jaruzelski announced his resignation from the presidential race due to the expected lack of support for his candidacy by the National Assembly. Due to appeals from the KC PZPR and talks with Mikhail Gorbachev (on 7 July) and POTUS George Bush, the General retraced his decision.

				30

				In Warsaw, a demonstration was held, organised by the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej (In-dependent Poland Confederation – KPN), Liberalno-Demokratyczna Partia “Niepodległość” (“Independence” Liberal-Democratic Party), Solidarność Walcząca (Fighting Solidarity), Ruch Społeczeństwa Alternatywnego (Alternative Society Movement), and the Solidarity MKK against the candidacy of General Wojciech Jaruzelski for the office of President. ZOMO forces brutally attacked both the protesters and random passers-by. A similar protest was also held in Katowice.

				July

				1

				During an OKP meeting, Lech Wałęsa tries to convince the assembled to elect General C. Kisz-czak for President; however, most Club members ultimately rejected the possibility of support-ing either General Jaruzelski or General Kiszczak.
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				2

				In an interview with the “Trybuna Ludu”, President George Bush called on the USSR to withdraw its troops from Poland.

				3

				The KPN and Fighting Solidarity organised a demonstration in Warsaw under the slogan “Jaruzel-ski musi odejść” (“Jaruzelski Must Go Away”).

				The “Gazeta Wyborcza” published an article penned by Adam Michnik entitled “Wasz prezydent, nasz premier” (“Your President, Our Prime Minister”), where he proposes a split of the executive branch of government. Certain politicians on the Solidarity side (Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Karol Modzelewski, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, Andrzej Stelmachowski) criticised Michnik’s idea.

				4

				After 12:00 p.m., the inaugural meeting of the newly elected Sejm of the 10th term of office, led by the Senior Marshall Zbigniew Rudnicki and the first Senate term in the history of the PRL. Lech Wałęsa and General Wojciech Jaruzelski attended the meeting. Mikołaj Kozakiewicz (ZSL) will be elected as Marshal of the Sejm, with Vice-Marshals Olga Krzyżanowska (OKP), Tadeusz Fiszbach (former PZPR 1st secretary in Gdańsk), and Teresa Dobielińska-Eliszewska (SD). Prime Minister Mieczysław F. Rakowski read a letter addressed to the Sejm Praesidium, which included a motion to dismiss the government; the Sejm, however, adopted a motion made by Marshal M. Kozakiewicz to hold off on the decision to dismiss the government until a President is elected. Prof. Andrzej Stelmachowski was elected Marshal of the Senate, with Vice-Marshals Zofia Kura-towska, Józef Ślisz and Andrzej Wielowieyski.

				During a meeting between Lech Wałęsa and Czesław Kiszczak, the general demanded the OKP’s support for his presidential candidacy. Lech Wałęsa confirmed that he accepted his candidacy. 

				5

				MO officers dispersed KPN members who had been protesting in front of the Sejm since 3 July against the candidacies of Generals W. Jaruzelski and C. Kiszczak for President. 

				6

				In a conversation with Rev. A. Orszulik, Stanisław Ciosek expressed concern about a possible vio-lent coup d’état conducted by Polish People’s Army (LWP) officers.
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				7

				During a speech to the Council of Europe, Mikhail Gorbachev declared that any interference with the internal affairs of friendly or allied countries is unacceptable. This was interpreted as the USSR’s explicit consent to political changes happening in Eastern Europe towards democracy. Gorbachev confirmed this opinion during a conference of leaders of Warsaw Pact countries held in Bucharest on 7/8 July.

				8

				A meeting between PZPR activists from the academic community was held at Warsaw Univer-sity; they initiated the “Ruch 8 lipca” (“July 8th Movement”), aiming to reconstruct the PZPR while maintaining its position in the political landscape. Its leaders were Tomasz Nałęcz and Leszek Jaśkiewicz. 

				10–11

				POTUS George Bush visited Warsaw. He had meetings, inter alia, with General W. Jaruzelski, whom he convinced to run for President of Poland. During a speech at the Sejm, he presented a plan for economic aid to Poland.

				11

				At the bus depot in Krynica Morska, the body of 39-year-old Rev. Sylwester Zych was found at around 2:00 a.m. During martial law, he was supporting a group of youths who tried to obtain firearms and during a scuffle, shot and killed MO officer Zdzisław Karos. For aiding the group, who considered him to be their “wartime chaplain”, he was convicted to 6 years in prison and released in September 1986. After release, he was under constant SB surveillance. Many times, he received threats, anonymous letters and telephone calls; in March 1989, so-called unknown perpetrators assaulted the priest yet again.

				12

				During a demonstration in Vilnius on the 69th anniversary of the signing of the peace treaty be-tween Lithuania and the USSR, a resolution was adopted confirming that incorporating Lithuania into the Soviet state was illegal. Along with the resolution, a letter to the CPSU Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev was issued demanding the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Lithuania.

				14

				A group of American Jews protested against the presence of a contemplative order of Carmelite Sisters in Auschwitz, which was interpreted as an attempt at Christianisation of a place com-memorating the Jewish Holocaust.
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				Lech Wałęsa called for electing the Head of State as quickly as possible, adding that only a member of the PZPR can be President.

				17

				Under a resolution of the Sejm, diplomatic relations between Poland and the Holy See were re-stored. In Warsaw, the Apostolic Nuncio assumed office, and Poland designated an ambassador to the Vatican.

				18

				General Wojciech Jaruzelski officially announced his candidacy for President.

				19

				The National Assembly elected the President of the PRL. Due to 1 vote, the office was won by the sole candidate – General Wojciech Jaruzelski, officially proposed by the leader of the PZPR parliamentary club, Marian Orzechowski. Before the vote, the National Assembly adopted the voting regulations: the candidate was not to be asked any questions, and the openness of the ballot was to be achieved by casting signed voting cards into the box with 1 of 3 answers marked (for, against, abstain). 544 Deputies and Senators cast votes. Two hundred seventy voted for the candidate, 233 were against, 34 abstained, and 7 cast an invalid ballot. The required majority was 269 votes. Votes against the sole candidate were cast by 6 Deputies from the ZSL, four from the SD, one from the ZPR, and most members of the OKP. The group of Deputies and Senators from the OKP decided to cast invalid votes (Andrzej Wielowieyski, Wiktor Kulerski, Andrzej Miłkowski, Aleksander Paszyński, Senate Marshal Andrzej Stelmachowski, Stanisław Stomma, Witold Trzecia-kowski). Part of the OKP club did not attend the vote at all (Paweł Chrupek, Adela Dankowska, Krzysztof Pawłowski, Jerzy Pietkiewicz, Maria Stępniak, Andrzej Szczepkowski, Henryk Wujec). Four people from the OKP left the room in protest against the elections with only one candidate (Deputies Marek Jurek, Lech Kozaczko and Senators Zdzisław Nowicki and Mieczysław Ustasiak). From that point onwards, the President is the Head of State, and the Council of State is abolished. After changing the political system and name of the country on 31 December 1989, W. Jaruzelski also became the first President of the Third Polish Republic.

				Kazimierz Sabbat, Polish President-in-Exile, dies suddenly in London. He was replaced by Ryszard Kaczorowski.

				21

				During a visit to Czechoslovakia, Adam Michnik, Zbigniew Janas, Jan Lityński, Mirosław Jasiński and Zbigniew Bujak met with Václav Havel, Cardinal František Tomašk and Alexander Dubček.
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				25

				President General Wojciech Jaruzelski met with the leader of Individual Farmers’ Solidarity Józef Ślisz and Lech Wałęsa to discuss the creation of a new government of the grand coalition (the President proposed four ministries of lesser importance to Solidarity). After the meeting, L. Wałęsa stated that considering the party coalition not ready to transfer power to Solidarity forces, the NSZZ “Solidarity” shall remain in the opposition. The next day, the OKP confirmed it would not participate in the government created by the PZPR. 

				29

				During the 13th KC PZPR Plenum, President General Wojciech Jaruzelski resigned from leadership positions in the party. The PZPR had decided to designate General C. Kiszczak for the office of Prime Minister–Secretary of the KC PZPR.

				The Supreme Council of Latvia adopted a declaration of sovereignty.

				August

				Citizens of East Germany vacationing in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary started occupying West German embassies in Warsaw, Budapest, and Prague, demanding the right to enter West Germany. At the beginning of October, German refugees from the PRL will receive substantial aid from Polish authorities and be transported to West Germany. 

				1

				The Sejm accepted the resignation of the government headed by Mieczysław F. Rakowski.

				Lech Wałęsa spoke against the candidacy of General Kiszczak for Prime Minister. 

				During a meeting of the OKP, Bronisław Geremek informed that the ZSL sent a signal to the OKP indicating readiness to form a joint government.

				Meat rationing has been abolished, and food prices have been brought to market levels, trig-gering hyperinflation.

				2

				The Sejm approved the candidacy of General Czesław Kiszczak for the office of Prime Minister of Poland. 237 Deputies voted in favour of the candidacy and 173 against (including five from the PZPR, 21 from the ZSL, and three from the SD). The composition of the new government was to be presented within two weeks. The Sejm also appointed the Extraordinary Commission to 
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				Assess the Actions of the Government Headed by PM Mieczysław F. Rakowski, and the Extraordi-nary Commission to Investigate the Actions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (headed by General Czesław Kiszczak). The latter was to be headed by a Deputy from the OKP, Jan Rokita. 

				Rokita’s Commission, operating since September 1991, investigated the causes of death of 122 people who died after 13 December 1981 in circumstances indicating the involvement of MSW officers. Competences granted to the Commission did not include the right to question or call in witnesses; it did not receive access to the MSW premises and archives. In its report, the Commission found that the 88 investigated cases of unexplained deaths qualify to have criminal proceedings launched or re-launched. 

				7

				Lech Wałęsa, without consulting the OKP Praesidium, issued a statement in which he deemed General Kiszczak’s mission harmful and proposed that SD and ZSL form a joint government with the OKP. Next, he ordered Senators Jarosław and Lech Kaczyński to start confidential talks with SD and ZSL regarding a coalition (L. Wałęsa was to be PM). 

				8

				In Gdańsk, the NSZZ “Solidarity” National Executive Commission issued a statement declaring that changes in government offices do not give hope for improving the country’s political and economic situation, necessitating the need to appoint a coalition government of the OKP, SD, and ZSL. The KKW addressed Solidarity regions to consider the possibility of conducting anti-government protests in agreement with workplace commissions.

				9

				The ZSL parliamentary club withdrew support for General Kiszczak’s mission to form a govern-ment and its continued alliance with the PZPR.

				10

				A meeting of the OKP Praesidium took place, attended by Jarosław Kaczyński. The mission Wałęsa entrusted to the Kaczyński brothers is met with criticism. Jacek Kuroń: The idea of a ZSL, SD, and OKP government is mad; it will consolidate the PZPR and be toppled after three months. […] These talks will have zero effect since ZSL is divided and will never dare to form such a coalition. SD is even more careful. Olga Krzyżanowska: If we continue doing politics this way – the Praesidium one way, Lech Wałęsa another way – we will fall apart in three weeks. Jarosław Kaczyński explained that he also considers the possibility of President Jaruzelski’s people (i.e. PZPR) participating in this government.

			

		

	
		
			
				545

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1989

			

		

		
			
				11

				In an interview for Soviet television, Mieczysław F. Rakowski assessed the attempts to create a new government in Poland without the PZPR as the opposition was sabotaging the arrange-ments of the Roundtable.

				12

				The USSR Supreme Council Special Commission acknowledged for the first time the existence of the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact, signed in Moscow on 23 August 1939, concerning the division of Polish land between the III Reich and the USSR.

				14

				General Czesław Kiszczak resigned from the office of Prime Minister. 

				16

				The SD and ZSL leave the coalition with PZPR and officially support the proposition of Lech Wałęsa to create a coalition government.

				Lech Wałęsa asks Tadeusz Mazowiecki to take over as Prime Minister.

				The Obywatelski Klub Parlamentarny (Citizens’ Parliamentary Club) had a meeting. It was at-tended by Lech Wałęsa, who denied information that he would lead the government himself. OKP issued a statement announcing that ZSL, SD, and OKP will create a government of national responsibility, abandoning the party establishment and giving power to all political forces in the country.

				During a meeting of the PZPR parliamentary club, Mieczysław F. Rakowski considered Lech Wałęsa’s proposition of a coalition government to be the start of an open fight for power.

				The Sejm adopted a statement condemning the intervention of Warsaw Pact countries against the Prague Spring of 1968 in Czechoslovakia.

				17

				The coalition of OKP, ZSL, and SD was officially created. In a confidential conversation with Gen-eral W. Jaruzelski, Lech Wałęsa promised five ministerial positions in the new government to the PZPR.
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				19

				The President of the PRL, General Wojciech Jaruzelski, accepted General Czesław Kiszczak’s resig-nation from the mission of creating a government due to the impossibility of achieving a major-ity in the Sejm. He designates Tadeusz Mazowiecki as the new PM.

				During a meeting of the NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW in Gdańsk, a decision was made regarding the need to normalise relations between the OKP, KKW, and leader Lech Wałęsa to avoid creating too many Solidarity power centres. In an official statement, the KKW supported Tadeusz Ma-zowiecki’s candidacy for PM; however, it accused Lech Wałęsa of not consulting the nomination with the OKP or KKW.

				The 14th Plenum of the KC PZPR announced that the PZPR would participate in the new gov-ernment and accused the opposition of infringing the arrangements of the Roundtable.

				21

				Tadeusz Mazowiecki informed that before he is approved for the office of Prime Minister, he intends to refrain from fulfilling the PZPR’s demand to define the number of ministries it will re-ceive in the new government. At the same time, he does not dismiss the possibility that the PZPR will take over other ministries besides the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

				In Prague, a demonstration was held on the anniversary of the Warsaw Pact military invasion of Czechoslovakia. The protesters yell, inter alia, “Niech żyje Polska!” (“Long Live Poland!”). Three hundred seventy-five people were detained.

				22

				Popular Fronts in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia issued a declaration where they stated that the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact, which enabled the incorporation of Baltic States into the Soviet Un-ion, was illegal and that the Baltics did not abandon their efforts towards gaining independence. 

				23

				Two million people created a living chain between Vilnius, Riga, and Tallinn in protest against the consequences of the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact.

				24

				General Czesław Kiszczak issued a decision to reorganise the MSW by closing down four de-partments, the Główny Inspektorat Ochrony Przemysłu (Chief Inspectorate for the Protection of Industry) and the Biuro Studiów (Studies Office) which in the past, along with the “W” Office (for postal censorship) comprised the Security Service. Reducing the number of SB officers began 
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				by transferring them to the MO, sending them to retirement, or transferring them to other MSW units (intelligence and counterintelligence). On 7 September, ZOMO was to be transformed into the Prevention Troops of the Citizens’ Militia intelligence and counterintelligence.

				The Sejm appointed Tadeusz Mazowiecki as Prime Minister of the PRL. 378 Deputies were in favour, four against, and 41 abstained. 

				In an interview with the Soviet press, PM Mazowiecki assured that Poland would fulfil its obli-gations towards its allies resulting from its membership in the Warsaw Pact. 

				September

				1

				The MSW started the mass destruction of documentation of the former Department IV con-cerned with the Catholic Church. In subsequent months, files concerning the political opposition and the NSZZ “Solidarity” will also be destroyed.

				2

				Issue No. 1 of “Tygodnik Rolników ‘Solidarność’” (“Solidarity Farmers’ Weekly”) was published; its circulation was around 300,000 copies. Its editor-in-chief was Sławomir Siwek.

				4

				A demonstration was held in Leipzig. It was repeated every Monday for several weeks, each time with more participants, and became a form of strong pressure on East Germany’s government.

				5

				Solidarity activists at the “Kazimierz Juliusz” Mine in Sosnowiec started gathering signatures un-der a declaration demanding the liquidation of PZPR structures at the mine. Other mines quickly took up the initiative.

				7

				PM T. Mazowiecki unveiled the proposed composition of his government. Solidarity was to take over the following: Ministry of Finance (Leszek Balcerowicz), Ministry of Culture and Art (Iza-bela Cywińska), Ministry of Labour and Social Policy (Jacek Kuroń), Ministry of Land Manage-ment and Construction (Aleksander Paszyński), Ministry of Education (Henryk Samsonowicz), Ministry of Industry (Tadeusz Syryjczyk), as well as management of the Central Planning Office (Jerzy Osiatyński) and the Council of Ministers Office (Jacek Ambroziak). The PZPR took over the 

			

		

	
		
			
				548

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1989

			

		

		
			
				following: the Ministry of Internal Affairs (General Czesław Kiszczak), the Ministry of Defence (General Florian Siwicki), the Ministry of International Economic Cooperation (Marcin Święcicki), the Ministry of Transport, Navigation, and Communication (Adam Wielądek). The ZSL took over the following: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Food Economy (Czesław Janicki), Ministry of Justice (Aleksander Bentkowski), Ministry of Environmental Protection (Bronisław Kamiński), Min-istry of Health and Social Security (Andrzej Kosiniak-Kamysz). The SD took over the Scientific and Technical Advancement and Implementation Office (Jan Janowski) and the Ministry of the Inter-nal Market (Aleksander Mackiewicz). Krzysztof Skubiszewski – an “independent” member of the 1986 Consultation Council attached to the Leader of the Council of State, took over as Minister of Foreign Affairs. Artur Balazs (RI Solidarity), Aleksander Hall (Solidarity), Marek Kucharski (SD), and Witold Trzeciakowski from Solidarity (who was appointed leader of the Economic Council) were appointed as Ministers without Portfolio.

				11

				Hungarian authorities opened the border with Austria for thousands of refugees from East Ger-many who wanted to get to West Germany.

				12

				The Sejm appointed the government in the composition presented by Tadeusz Mazowiecki. The PM delivered an exposé in which he said, inter alia, the government I’m creating is not responsible for the mortgage it inherits. That mortgage, however, influences the circumstances we must contend with. We cut ourselves away from the past with a thick line. We will only be responsible for what we did ourselves to get Poland out of this crisis.

				15

				Lech Wałęsa appointed Jarosław Kaczyński as editor-in-chief of the “Tygodnik Solidarność” (“Soli-darity Weekly”), which resulted in profound changes in the editorial staff.

				22

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw re-registered the Niezależne Zrzeszenie Studentów – NZS) (In-dependent Student Association – NZS).

				23

				PM Tadeusz Mazowiecki dismissed Jerzy Urban as President of the Radio and Television Commit-tee and replaced him with Andrzej Drawicz.
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				October

				6–9

				Protests of East German citizens in Berlin and other cities shook the core of the regime. Subse-quent protests were held on 20–25 October.

				7

				NSZZ “Solidarity” KKW refused Citizens’ Committees the right to use the name Solidarity.

				12

				PRL Attorney General Józef Żyta motions the Attorney General of the USSR to launch an investi-gation into the Katyń Massacre.

				13

				In Katowice, a group of KPN members took over PRON premises.

				20

				In Warsaw, a group of KPN members took over premises belonging to the PRON National Council.

				25–26

				Activists of the Fighting Youth Federation, “Freedom and Peace” Movement and the KPN at-tempted to take over the premises used by the PZPR and ZSMP in Bielsko-Biała, Bydgoszcz, Krakow, Lublin, Sosnowiec, Zamość and Wodzisław Śląski. Ministers originating from Solidarity demanded that the MSW remove the protesters.

				28

				In an interview for TVP Channel 1, actress Joanna Szczepkowska states: Ladies and Gentlemen, on 4 June 1989, Communism in Poland ended.

				The Zjednoczenie Chrześcijańsko-Narodowe (Christian-National Union) is created with Wiesław Chrzanowski as its leader.
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				November

				3–9

				Several thousand East German citizens managed to reach West Germany via Czechoslovakia.

				4

				A massive demonstration of around 500,000 East Berlin citizens took place under the slogans of freedom of the press and association.

				8

				The Patriotyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego – PRON (Patriotic Movement for National Re-birth – PRON) ended its operations.

				9

				Helmut Kohl, Chancellor of West Germany, visited Poland. PM Tadeusz Mazowiecki and H. Kohl exchanged a symbolic gesture of reconciliation during a mass in Krzyżowa (12 November), an estate that, until 1945, belonged to the von Moltke family, members of which took part in the conspiracy against Hitler. The Chancellor cut his visit short due to events unfolding in Berlin.

				Around 7:00 p.m., East German TV announces that the borders between East and West Ger-many have been opened. Citizens on both sides start dismantling the Berlin Wall.

				10

				A massive demonstration took place in West Berlin – a spontaneous celebration of the unity of the German nation.

				15

				Lech Wałęsa, who was visiting the U.S., delivered a speech before both houses of Congress. He said, inter alia, the Polish way of fighting for human rights, a fight without violence, Polish stubborn-ness and consistency along the way to pluralism and democracy, today point the way for many people and even entire nations, how to avoid the most significant dangers. If there is anything today that threatens European stability, it is not Poland. The way significant changes were applied by the Poles, which were peaceful, evolutionary, and negotiated by all parties, made it possible to avoid the most critical threats and could be a template for many other regions.
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				17

				In Warsaw, the Monument of Feliks Dzierżyński is dismantled, which is observed by many spectators. 

				A legal demonstration of university students in Prague morphs into an anti-communist pro-test, which the local militia brutally suppressed. In subsequent days, all tertiary schools in Czech-oslovakia go on strike.

				20–24

				At Wenceslas Square in Prague, huge demonstrations took place. A democratic movement was formed, demanding major changes in the governance system. The several hundred thousand-strong protests were led by Václav Havel and Rev. Václav Malý. On 30 November, the government started talks with the opposition represented by the Citizens’ Forum.

				22

				In Nowa Huta, supporters of radical opposition groups tried to destroy a Monument of Lenin.

				The Communist party in power in East Germany (SED) agreed to Roundtable talks, which commenced on 7 December and resulted in significant democratic changes in the country.

				23

				The Sejm dissolved the ORMO – a paramilitary formation of 328,000 people used to strengthen Communist rule in Poland since its inception in 1946.

				27

				The ZSL Congress changed its name to Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe “Odrodzenie” (“Rebirth” Pol-ish People’s Party).

				28

				During a KC PZPR Political Bureau meeting, Mieczysław F. Rakowski declared that PZPR politicians took part in creating a policy that would lead to a change in the country’s political system. At the same time, he assumed that if PZPR withdrew from the government, it would begin a phase of white terror aimed against the Communists. At the same time, the OKP and people around T. Mazowiecki expressed their concern about the possibility of a counteroffensive of the old regime.
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				December

				5

				The KC PZPR Secretariat passed a resolution on adopting such a course of the 11th PZPR Assembly to secure party property against loss or unfavourable division. Supervision over the implementa-tion of this decision was entrusted to Leszek Miller.

				6

				Over 2,000 supporters of the Ruch Społeczeństwa Alternatywnego (Alternative Society Move-ment) and the Federacja Młodzieży Walczącej (Fighting Youths Federation) launched a vehe-ment attack on the Monument of Lenin, hurling petrol and paint bottles at it. Lech Wałęsa de-scribed this event as a highly charged political provocation.

				The Papal Nuncio Archbishop Józef Kowalczyk presents his Letters of Credence to the Presi-dent of Poland.

				10

				The Monument to Lenin in Nowa Huta, a symbol of a bygone era, was dismantled, marking a sig-nificant historical moment. 

				13

				Violent protests took place in Warsaw, Katowice, Gdańsk, Łódź, Poznań, Szczecin and Wrocław. In front of the Belvedere building, the protesters start chanting, “Chcemy prezydenta, nie agenta!” (“We Want a President, Not an Agent!”), “Jaruzelski do Moskwy!” (“Jaruzelski, Go to Moscow!”) and burn an effigy of the President. PZPR buildings are attacked in several cities; in Krakow, an attempt was made to light the PZPR KW building on fire.

				17

				The Romanian security service (Securitate) arrested Rev. Laszlo Tökes in the city of Timişoara, which sparked protests of the local Hungarian community oppressed by the Romanian govern-ment. The authorities direct the military to suppress the demonstrations and are allowed to use deadly force.

				18

				Lech Wałęsa attended the funeral of dissident Andrei Sakharov in Moscow.
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				20

				On the order of General Jaruzelski, 267 files with minutes of meetings of the Political Bureau from 1982–1989 and 3 tonnes of MSW documents were taken out of the KC PZPR secretariat, which were subsequently burned at the Paper Mill in Konstancin-Jeziorna.

				21

				A support rally for Nicolae Ceauşescu, the Romanian dictator, organised by Bucharest, trans-formed into a demonstration supporting liberty. On 22 December, the hated leader was cap-tured, and on 25 December, the revolutionary tribunal sentenced him and his wife to death. The sentence was carried out on the same day. By 28 December, the capital of Romania became an arena for shootouts (Securitate troops defending themselves). The revolution resulted in 1,100 deaths. Ceauşescu’s fate becomes a warning for other Communist leaders in Eastern Europe.

				29

				The PRL Sejm amended the Constitution with the ideological introduction, talking about alli-ances with the USSR and other socialist states removed. The article talked about the leadership role of the PZPR, and fragments about the socialist and planned economy were also removed. The country’s name was changed to “Rzeczpospolia Polska” (“The Republic of Poland”); the frag-ment about a socialist state was replaced with one about a democratic state. Only one deputy voted against the amendment. 

				Václav Havel was elected President of Czechoslovakia. 

			

		

	
		
			
				13 December 1981 – December 1990

				1990

				January

				1

				Leszek Balcerowicz’s economic reform was implemented to limit inflation, devaluate the zloty, reduce subsidies from the central budget, and reduce employment and supplies.

				15

				In Berlin, thousands of protesters forcefully entered STASI HQ, interrupting the destruction of documents belonging to the East Germany Security Service.

				16

				The Military Head Prosecutor’s Office deems the death sentence passed on Zdzisław Najder – Leader of the Polish section of the RWE, to be baseless.

				The KC PZPR secretariat destroyed the so-called auxiliary documents used by the party lead-ership in 1982–1990 to aid the decision-making process.

				17

				W. Jaruzelski repealed the PRL Council of State Act, which stripped Z. Najder of Polish citizenship.

				18

				In Poznań, participants of the protest organised by “Fighting Solidarity” gathered in front of the PZPR KW building, yelling, “Precz z bezpieką!” (“Down with the Security Force!”) and “Securitate!” and attempted to storm the WUSW (Voivodeship Internal Affairs Office) building. Subsequent violent demonstrations in the same place were held on 26 January and 13 February. 
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				19

				The Komisja Nadzwyczajna do Zbadania Działalności Ministerstwa Spraw Wewnętrznych (Ex-traordinary Commission to Investigate the Actions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs) issued its de-mands to the MSW and Attorney General to explain the circumstances of the decision to destroy MSW files. On 31 January, Gen C. Kiszczak issued an official ban on destroying any documents at the MSW, which, with his knowledge, was sabotaged by his subordinates. Removing traces of MSW’s criminal activities continues.

				27

				In Gdańsk, around 1,000 people protest in front of the PZPR KW building, and several dozen oc-cupy it. After several hours, they are removed by the MO.

				The Gdańsk Shipyard dropped the name of its patron (Vladimir I. Lenin) and removed the bust of the leader of the Bolshevik Revolution from the conference room.

				The last issue of “Trybuna Ludu” was published.

				27–29

				The last, 11th Convention of the PZPR took place at the Congress Hall of the Palace of Culture and Science. The delegates adopted a resolution to dissolve the party.

				On the opening day of the congress and the next day, the Fighting Youths Federation organ-ised a violent protest in front of the Congress Hall under the slogan “Precz z komuną!” (“Down with Communism!”). The protest damaged 20 MO vehicles; 34 protesters were detained.

				A fragment of a speech delivered by PZPR 1st secretary Mieczysław F. Rakowski to the PZPR delegates:

				We adopted a resolution to dissolve the Party, which, in my opinion, regardless of everything that was said about it, what I said yesterday, played a grand historical role, whether anyone liked it or not, in the life of the Polish nation and additionally raised its awareness. And today, saying goodbye, I do not think we are putting it in its grave; we are just closing a chapter in the history of the admittedly complicated but also rich in creative achievements chapter of the Polish Revolutionary Workers’ Movement. Many bad things were said about the Party, but I think human dignity and honesty should protect us from passing only negative judgement on it or condemning it. Let’s wait and see what history will say about the Party. We have many historians here in this hall, and they know full well how complicated the course of a revolution is and how much drama is associated with each one. And I think that maybe in 30–40 years after the French Revolution, a group of Jacobins also realised that things didn’t exactly go as planned. Today, I think no one judges the Jacobins as purely evil. I’m just asking you not to abuse the PZPR because it would also mean abusing one’s own life. I would want to say, during various meetings, that we have this strange situation in which we don’t 
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				like ourselves very much. We don’t like this Party, now a former Party. Well, we would like to keep our heads high. I, with this, announce that the 11th Congress of the Polish United Workers’ Party is closed. I ask all Com-rades to rise. The Polish United Workers’ Party Standard – Escort Out […].

				28

				During a recess in the 11th PZPR Congress, the Founding Congress of the Socjaldemokracja Rze-czypospolitej Polskiej – SdRP (Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland – SdRP) was held. Its founders included most supporters of the 8 July Movement. The SdRP took over the PZPR’s as-sets. Aleksander Kwaśniewski was chosen as Chair of the SdRP General Council, and Leszek Miller its Secretary General.

				Issue No. 1 of the “Trybuna” (“Tribune”), the official periodical of the SdRP, is published. Its editor-in-chief is Marek Siwiec.

				February

				NSZZ “Solidarność ’80” (NSZZ “Solidarity ’80”) (leader: Marian Jurczyk), a movement active main-ly in North-Eastern Poland, applied for registration. “Solidarność ’80” contested the Roundtable Agreement and actions of Lech Wałęsa. Registration took place as late as 24 September 1991.

				23

				In Warsaw, a protest took place of the Anarchist Inter-City Organisation under the slogans “Cała władza samorządom” (“All Power to Local Government”), “Ceny – stop” (“Prices – Stop”), “Precz z komunizmem i kapitalizmem” (“Down with Communism and Capitalism”).

				27

				Poland restores diplomatic relations with Israel, which were broken off in 1967.

				March

				7

				PM Tadeusz Mazowiecki appointed Krzysztof Kozłowski as undersecretary of state at the MSW, replacing prosecutor Lucjan Czubiński. By May 1990, K. Kozłowski is the only MSW official without many years of service in intelligence agencies.
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				8

				In Nowa Huta, several hundred protesters tried to storm the District Internal Affairs Office. In February and March, at least 50 protests occurred throughout the country, demanding the liqui-dation of the SB and the dismissal of General Jaruzelski.

				11

				Lithuania announces its independence. 

				April

				3

				Bronisław Komorowski and Janusz Onyszkiewicz were appointed Vice-Ministers of Defence.

				An outdoor mass was celebrated at pl. Zwycięstwa (Victory Square) in Warsaw to commemo-rate the 50th anniversary of the Katyń Massacre. Military representatives and the highest national authorities, including President Jaruzelski, attended the mass.

				6

				The Sejm transformed the Citizens’ Militia (MO) into the Policja Państwowa (State Police Force), dissolved the Security Service, and created the Urząd Ochrony Państwa – (UOP) (State Protection Bureau – (UOP)) in its place.

				19–25

				The 2nd NSZZ “Solidarity” KZD takes place in Gdańsk. Lech Wałęsa remained as Chair of the Union.

				27

				President W. Jaruzelski signed the “Act on Reinstating the National Holiday of 3 May and Abolish-ing the National Holiday of 22 July”, which the Sejm and Senate passed.

				30

				Polish TV aired a film from the “court case” of Nicolae Ceauşescu – the dictator of Romania, and his wife, which ended with the scene of their execution.
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				May

				1

				Adam Strzembosz was appointed head of the Tribunal of State, replacing Adam Łopatka, con-nected to the PZPR, who held this office since May 1987.

				4

				A Declaration on Restoring the Independence of Latvia was announced.

				10

				During a meeting with the crew of the Mechanical Plant in Puck, Lech Wałęsa stated: I’ve put too much faith in Polish intellectuals. They mislead me. Now, I’ll have to oppose them, which is why I pro-pose the idea of a permanent political war.

				The PM appointed Krzysztof Kozłowski as the new head of the UOP (Andrzej Milczanowski was appointed as his deputy). When taking office, K. Kozłowski stated: We are abandoning surveil-lance of political parties, associations, clubs, political movements, and trade unions. The UOP will only be interested in real threats and not imaginary ones.

				11

				The Voivodeship Court in Warsaw registered the Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union of Police Officers. 

				12

				In Warsaw, a new political party was created – Porozumienie Centrum (PC) (Centre Agreement (PC)). Its founders included Jarosław Kaczyński and Adam Glapiński. The PC demanded a short-ening of President Jaruzelski’s term of office and proposed that Lech Wałęsa take over. In its “Pro-gramme Declaration” announced on 14 May, the PC stated, inter alia, The political and social situ-ation in Poland is slowly approaching a turning point: systemic changes will either accelerate, leading to full democratisation and complete independence, as well as radical ownership transformation in the national economy, or the current political system will prevail, conserving the legacy of Commu-nism. […] This cannot continue. We support a radical acceleration of systemic changes.

				15

				The Wrocław Security Service closed its last investigation, codenamed “Ośmiornica” (“Octopus”), against Fighting Solidarity. However, the Intelligence Service operation (codenamed “Fedora”) was still ongoing.
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				21

				The government determined the rules for verifying SB officers. Verification commenced as late as June. Voivodeship Commissions decided whether a given officer had the proper moral quali-fications and whether they broke the law in the course of their service (those whose verification was negative could appeal to the Central Commission). Fourteen thousand officers submitted to verification, i.e. 60% of those who worked for the SB in mid–1989. Officers who were verified positively, numbering over 10,000, were transferred to the UOP.

				25

				Radio Free Europe opened an office in Warsaw.

				27

				The first free elections for local governments since the end of World War II took place. Voter turnout was 42.27%. Solidarity Citizens’ Committees won the elections with 53.1% of votes; local voter committees won 24.7% of votes, the Polish Peoples Party–4.3%, Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland–2.7%, Stronnictwo Demokratyczne (Alliance of Democrats) – 2.1%, and the Konfederacja Polski Niepodległej – KPN (Confederation of Independent Poland – KPN) – approx. 1%. 

				June

				1

				Lech Wałęsa dismissed Adam Michnik as editor-in-chief of “Gazeta Wyborcza” and demanded the newspaper to stop using the Solidarity logo. A. Michnik remained in his job, only fulfilling Wałęsa’s second demand.

				6

				The decision to liquidate the Central Press, Publication, and Spectacle Control Office, commonly known as the censorship office, comes into force. All underground publications needed to regis-ter their operations by 1 August and start paying taxes.

				9–10

				The SPP convention takes place. New authorities were elected, Andrzej Braun became President, and Jan Józef Szczepański became the Honorary President.
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				12

				The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR) proclaimed its Declaration of State Sovereignty. 

				13–16

				Protesting farmers blocked the Warsaw–Gdańsk roadway in Mława. The police removed them by force.

				21

				The Parliaments of East and West Germany adopted a single declaration about the inviolability of the border on the Odra and Nysa (Oder and Neisse) Rivers.

				30 June–1 July

				Two separate meetings of Citizens’ Committees took place in Warsaw. The Citizens’ Committee attached to Lech Wałęsa split up. 

				July

				6

				The government composition is changed: the head of the MSW, General C. Kiszczak and head of the Ministry of Defence, General Florian Siwicki, are dismissed. They were replaced, accord-ingly, by Krzysztof Kozłowski and Piotr Kołodziejczyk. Andrzej Milczanowski was appointed as the head of the UOP.

				9

				Kornel Morawiecki leaves the underground; the open Partia Wolności (Freedom Party) is created.

				13

				The Sejm adopts the “Act on Privatisation of State-Owned Enterprises”.

				16

				The Ruch Obywatelski Akcja Demokratyczna – ROAD (Citizens’ Movement Democratic Action – ROAD) was created, headed by Zbigniew Bujak and Władysław Frasyniuk and bringing together 
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				Solidarity sympathisers. The ROAD is neither on the political left nor the right; it claims to want to move forward without any fuss.

				The Supreme Council of the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic adopts the “Declaration of National Sovereignty of Ukraine”.

				17

				Krzysztof Skubiszewski, Poland’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, takes part in round 3 of the 2+4 talks (West Germany, East Germany, UK, France, USA, and USSR) concerning the future of Germany.

				August

				6

				Verification of SB officers came to a close. Several thousand officers are fired. 

				The first national pilgrimage of police and UOP officers to the Jasna Góra Sanctuary began.

				31

				In Gdańsk, a solemn outdoor mass was celebrated at the Monument to Shipyard Workers Killed in 1970.

				September

				4

				The government abandoned the controversial project of building a nuclear power plant in Żarnowiec.

				17

				Lech Wałęsa submitted his candidacy for the office of President of Poland.

				19

				A group of around a dozen KPN members blocks the entrance to the Belvedere, demanding Gen-eral W. Jaruzelski’s immediate resignation from the office of the President of Poland.
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				21

				The Sejm passed an act to shorten the term of office of the President, Sejm and Senate.

				October

				The Porozumienie Ponad Podziałami (Agreement Across Divisions) is created. From the decla-ration of the group: The terms of the agreement concluded with the Communists, the compromise “thick line policy”, and the “philosophy of Tadeusz Mazowiecki’s government” have disastrous con-sequences. Most of the PRL officials, demoralised and inept, kept their jobs. […] This enabled them to steal national property. […] The current political elites adopted a faulty idea of legal reconstruction of the state, assuming the need to improve all the laws minutely, passed earlier in quite random order.

				The declaration is signed, inter alia, by Czesław Bielecki, Marek Nowakowski, Kazimierz Orłoś, Jerzy Giedroyc and Gustaw Herling-Grudziński. 

				3

				The NSZZ “Solidarity” KK supported the candidacy of Lech Wałęsa for the office of President of Poland.

				The unification of Germany becomes a fact.

				4

				PM T. Mazowiecki announced his start in the presidential race.

				8

				Generals Władysław Ciastoń and Zenon Płatek were arrested on suspicion of instigating the mur-der of Rev. Jerzy Popiełuszko. They were released from jail in September 1992.

				10

				The PAX Association supported Lech Wałęsa’s candidacy for the office of President of Poland.

				12

				In London, Zdzisław Najder – advisor to Lech Wałęsa – met with President Ryszard Kaczorowski. They decided to present the President of Poland, who was chosen during general elections, with the Presidential Insignia of the 2nd Polish Republic. R. Kaczorowski had similar conversations with representatives of the campaign committees of Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Leszek Moczulski.
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				27–29

				The 25th Congress of the PPS took place, the union of the emigration-based PPS with national organisations using that name. Lidia Ciołkoszowa and Jan Józef Lipski were appointed as leaders of the party.

				November

				8

				Bronisław Geremek resigned as leader of the Obywatelski Klub Parlamentarny (Citizens’ Parlia-mentary Club). Mieczysław Gil becomes its new leader.

				9

				The Sejm decided to confiscate PZPR property and transfer it to the State Treasury.

				14

				A border treaty between Germany and Poland was signed, which confirmed the inviolability of the borders on the Odra and Nysa (Oder and Neisse) Rivers. 

				20

				Leszek Moczulski, candidate for president and leader of the KPN, stated that if he wins the elec-tions, he will appoint a special tribunal to investigate General W. Jaruzelski.

				25

				The first round of the presidential elections took place. Voter turnout was 59.7%, i.e. of 16.7 million eligible voters. Lech Wałęsa received 39.7% of votes; Stanisław Tymiński, who lived in Canada and Peru for many years–23.1%; Tadeusz Mazowiecki–18.08%, candidate of the SdRP, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz–9.21%, candidate of the PSL, Roman Bartoszcze–7.15%, and candidate of the KPN, Leszek Moczulski–2.5%.

				26

				Tadeusz Mazowiecki’s government resigns.

				30

				Sales of shares in the 5 (five) privatised State-owned companies commenced.
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				December

				9

				The second round of presidential elections occurs; voter turnout is lower than in round 1 (53.4%). Lech Wałęsa receives 74.3% of votes, Stanisław Tymiński–25.7%.

				14

				The Sejm dismissed Tadeusz Mazowiecki’s government.

				21

				The President of Poland in exile, Ryszard Kaczorowski, delivered an official address, officially end-ing the history of Polish political emigration. 

				Poland has waited 45 years for this day. […] Tomorrow, when I will be handing over the office of President of Poland to Lech Wałęsa along with its insignia at the Royal Castle in Warsaw, I will also give him the responsi-bility to care for the entire independent, free, democratic, and just Poland, for which our soldiers fought in September 1939, along with members of the Polish Armed Forces in the West and the heroes of the Home Army. It is all of them whom I wish to honour today. 

				I will give President Lech Wałęsa leadership of our independence emigration, which fulfilled its mission of safeguarding the idea of an Independent Poland. However, it failed to achieve all its goals. The political fac-tions created in our free country will take them over.

				22

				At the Royal Castle in Warsaw, the last President of the Republic of Poland in exile, Ryszard Ka-czorowski, handed over to Lech Wałęsa the symbols of the Republic of Poland’s continuity – the National Emblem, the Banner of the Republic of Poland, presidential and senate seals, ribbons of presidential orders of the White Eagle and Polonia Restituta, and the original of the Constitution of the Republic of Poland of 1935.
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